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f'.YN the 1 6th of April 1773, after a profperous voyage, we reached the Cape of 
Vj/ (Until 1 lop*, and we arrived lafely in the road of Table Bay, dropped our anchor, 
fired our guns, and, with mutual joy, congratulated each other. 

Immediately on our arrival, the fuperintondant over the fhips came to us from the 
town, amtmpanied by a fttrgeon $ the former to fetch off the letters and papers for the 
Company, and the latter to get information with rclpeft to the number of people that 
bud died during the voyage, and of thofe that were Hill indifpofed. The number of^ 
the latter was now not very great, but that of the former amounted to a hundred and* 
fifteen, of which, ten died before we loft the Texel, and two had unfortunately fallen 
overboard. The other fhips in our company fullered a Hill greater mortality, vw. the 
Iliiem oop one hundred and fifty-eight in all, of whom one hundred and thirty-fix died 
while we were in the Texel. The William V. loft in all two hundred and thirty men, 
and the Jonge Samuel, of Zeeland, one hundred and three. 

We were hardly come to an anchor, before a crowd of black flaves and Chinefe 
ante in their fmuil boats to fell and barter, for clothes and outer goods, frefh m$at, 
vegetables, and fruit, all of which our crew were eager to procure. 

* Extracted froth hi* Travel* 1795, 4 vol$. 8vo, 
fit 
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In the road we found, among others, a Swcdifh fhip, which had arrived but i, (hart 
time beford at this fouthernmoft point of Africa, and had brought my friend, Pro teller 
Sparrman. 

On the 17th, I went with the captain on fhorc, and took a lodging at M. Tle.tdrik 
Fehrfen’s houfe. 

Being iafely arrived at the Cape of Good Hope, my firlt care was to wait on the 
lieutenant-governor, Baron Joachim von Plettenberg, and the other gentlemen of the 
regency, to whom I was recommended, in order to deliver to them the letters I had 
brought with me. And as the refpedablc and umvcrfally-beloved veteran, Governor 
Tulbagh, had, in confequcncc of age and gout, on the 1 1 th of Augult in the preced- 
ing year, exchanged this life for a better, I delivered the letters di retied for him to 
Baron Plettenberg, who received me with the greatelt kindnefs, and promifed to aliill 
me in my defign of travelling into the interior part of the country, during the term of 
my reiidence in that quarter of the globe. 

Whereas in my native country, to the northward of the equator, the molt delight- 
ful of the leafons, fpring, was now approaching j here, to the fouth of the line, winter 
was Healing upon us, lb that I could not as yet, or for levcral months to come, travel 
to any advantage through the interior parts of the country, but mult wait till the be- 
ginning of September. The intervening months 1 employed in informing mylelf of the 
internal economy and inllitutions of the Company, and examined the plants and ani- 
mals in the environs of the town, and in the neighbouring mountains, making stilt ► 
fliort excurfions into the country, which I was in hopes of penetrating deeper into 
afterwards, and of viewing it with a curious and obferving eye. 

The Cape of Good Hope is the extreme point of Africa, and of the Old World, to 
the fouthward, and is probably the moll capital promontory in the whole world. 

Bartholomew Diaz, a Portuguese, was the firft who difeovered this promontory in 1 487, 
and King Emanuel gave it the name of the Cape of Good Hope. Valeo de Gsuna viiited 
it next in 1497, by order of the fame monarch. According to the obfervations of M. 
de la Caille, it is fituated in latitude 33 v 35'' S. and in longitude 35 0 a' E. 

The fhips that anchor in Table Bay, in a confidoruble extenfivc road, are fomewhat 
above a mile diltant from the town. 

The day after our arrival our fick men were taken to the hofpital, attended by the 
furgeon’s mate ; and afterwards the foldiers, under the condud of their commanding- 
officer, who was to ferve in the capacity of forjeant after his arrival on lhose. 

The town is very regularly built, from the fltore along the declivity formed by the 
Table Mountains, and its Itrcets cut the quarters at right angles, the whole being 
bounded at the back part by Table Mountain (Taffeibergj, to the wdtward by l, ion 
Mountain (Leuwebcrg), and towards the eaft, in fonte mcaJurc, by the Devil’s Moun- 
tain (Duyvelfberg). So that it is molt open towards the lout hem and oallern lilies. 

In difembarking, one is not incommoded here by the (hutting of toll-gates, or by 
cuftom-houfe officers. The town has neither walls nor gates, and yet enjoys a ported 
fecurity in a land of lavages. 

The houfes are ail of brick, white-walhod, and one, feldom two, but very rarely 
three ftories high, and covered in, for the molt part, with flat roofs of brick-work, or 
a kind of grafs indigenous to this country ( rujlio teharum ), laid upon very low frame 
work. On account of the violence of the winds that prevail here, the roofs cannot be 
tiled over, nor raffed higher. The houfe of the lieutenant-governor, and the Company’s 
warchoufe, were the only houfes that were three I tones high. 

The domeltics here do not confflt of Europeans, but of black or tawny Haves from 
Malabar, Madagascar, or other parts of India. Thele, in general, (peak either broken 
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Portuguofo, or die the Malabar, feldom the Dutch language, and learn various trades, 
by which they bring their mailers conlidcrable profit, efpecially fuch as are taylors, 
carpenters, bricklayers, or cooks. The Daves are let out by the month, week, or day, 
during; which term they are to cam for their mhfters a certain fixed fum per diem. The 
male Daves wear their own hair, upon which they fet a great value, wrapped up in a 
twilled hamikcrdtiel like a turban, and the females wreath up their hair and fix it on 
their heads with si large pin. Trowfers conllitute the other part of. their drefs ; and, 
as a token ol their I'ervHe condition, they always go barefoot, and without a hat. 

Previous to the company’s lilting down to meals, either dinner or fupper, a female Dave 
brings a walh-haml bafon and towel, to waflt their hands, which is alfo done on the 
company’s riling from table, in the houfes of the wealthy, every one of the company 
has a Have behind his chair to wait on him. The Have has frequently a large palm leaf 
in his hand, by way of a fan, to drive away the flies, which are as troublefome here as 
they tire in Sweden. 

As well within as without the town, neat and excellent gardens are laid out, both 
for fruit and culinary vegetables, being watered by the ftreams that run down from the 
mountains. Among thole, that extenfivc and beautiful garden belonging to the com- 
pany diiiuiguilhes itfelf, like an old oak amidft a thicket of bufhes. It is from thefe 
gardens that the ilranger, on his arrival, meets with his firffc refrefhments ; and from 
their fuperiluous flock the Dutch and other Ihips are fupplied with Itores for their voy- 
age. The garden-feeds mull be brought every year froth from Holland, as they other- 
wili*, almoll all, degenerate in time, excepting the feeds of cauliflowers, which are 
brought to great perfection here, and, on that account, exported from hence to Hol- 
land, where they gradually degenerate. 

Apples, pears, and other European fruits, are mellower and riper, but have not that 
flavour which they have in Europe, neither will they keep long. Nor are the peaches 
produced here equal in goodnds to thole of the fouth of Europe. They are fometimes 
dried like pears, with or without Hones. 

'file trees imported from Europe, fuch as oak (qucrcus robur ), the white poplar 
( / wpuhu tillut), and others, Died their leaves in the winter, as they do in their native 
places, whereas the African trees do not part with theirs. It is not long, however, be- 
fore they recover their leaves again. This circumllancc is fmgular enough : firft, be- 
I'Uitfe the cold here in winter is not more fevere than it is in Sweden in the autumn; 
and, in the fecond place, becaUj’e they Died their leaves to the fouthward of the equa- 
tor at the very time that they put them forth to the northward of it. The lime-trees 
(/Hid Europm) do not thrive well, on account of the violent winds that rage here ; 
stud the fame may be laid of the hazel ( corylus avcllana) t cherry-tree (prunus cerafus), 
gooli'borry-tret* (riba grofalaria at m>a crifpa ), currant-tree (ribes rubrum et nigrum ), 
all of which degenerate, and l’cklom yield any fruit. # _ 

The myrtle ( myrtus commtHttis ) grows to the height of a tree, though its Hem is neither 
thick nor lliff, nor does it throw out many branches. For this reafon it feems to. be 
proper, and indeed, is frequently ufed, for forming high hedges, in a country fubjed 
to violent winds, as its fupple ft cm bends to the ftorm. 

The loot ol* t he mountain, or the hills round the town, confifled of a red flame-coloured 
clay, which proceeds from the water’s running down the cracks, and tinging the earth 
with its acid, charged with ferruginous particles. Higher up on the hills, lie fcattered 
without order, ftonos of all fuses, that have been rolled down from the mountains. 

Among others, 1 vifited M. Auge, the gardener, who has made many, and thofe very 
long, eccurftuns into the interior part of the country, and has collided ah the plants 
and in feds, which the late Governor Tulbagh fent to Europe to Xinnaus, and to the 
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ITT Btmnatm and Van R oyen. And as he Hill continued his journeys yearly into 
the e. ujjtiy, lie Ibid m It rangers, as well herhals as birds and in feds. It was of him 
that M. t » tail ib, and the dhettor of the bank, in Sweden, purchafed that fine collodion 
ol plant 1 ;, which u as afterwards pvefenteil to Proleilor Bergius, and (o well delcrihcd 
by this latter gentleman in his book of the Plunks Caprnjh. M. Audi’s knowledge o’f 
b ‘(any was not very nmfiderable, nor did his collodions in general extend much far- 
ther than to the great and the beautiful ; but, in the meantime, we are almoll (blely 
imlehu’d to him lor all the dil'coveries which have been made lince the days of Her- 
n:. ntue., Oldeniamlus, and Uartoghis, in this part of Africa. 

Tile citadel is lit anted on the i'ea-lhoiv, below the city to the eullward, and is fur- 
rounded with high walls and deep ditches ; there is room enough ink for the governor, 
though he never lives there, as well as for the major, the other oHieers, and the foldiers. 
At hm-fef the great gate is ilmi, when all the foldiers, that have not leave of ahfmce, 
are (mu motted by beat of drum, and their names called over in cadi company. The 
little gate is kept open till fen o’clock, when the foldiers, who are abfctit, without hav- 
ing, pivvioullv obtained leave of abfence for the night, arefummoned by a bell, and their 
names are called over ; the gate is -after this not to be opened till the morning, except in 
cafe ol neccllity, Inch as to fetch a midwife. A furgeoti always keeps in the cattle. 

'Hie firll thing a foldier mult provide himfelf with, is his own uniform ; this he re- 
ceives of the company, but mult lerve to the amount of its value. Kvery third year 
the Company orders a number of new uniforms to he made for the ufe of the militia, 
and at no other time. U it Humid lb happen, that the quantity ready-made lhould not 
futHce for recruits that arrive during this interval, they mull for Ibme time do their 
duty in their own clothes, and frequently in the jackets of the 'Aeelverkoopers, or kid- 
nappers, who have lent them thither. 

Soldiers, who have received in Holland what is called a bill of tranfport, receive no 
pay till they have lerved to the full value of it. This takes at lead a year and a half, 
or more j during which time they only receive a little fubdllenee-money and fervice- 
nioney. What 'more they may want for fubliflenee and clothes, they mult earn by 
any trade that they may happen to have learned, or by doing duty for ihe others on 
their leifure days. A foldier who has learned a good trade, may earn half it dollar a 
day, ami pays to him that does duty for him four fehellings. They have alfo an oppor- 
tunity of making linnet lung by walking lor others. A foldier may indeed obtain tlouhje 
fubfitlence-money ; but then, two guilders per month arc deduced from his pay, for 
what they term hibfuly -money. 

Tim foldiers go upon guard every other or every third day, and confcquently have a 
day or two to themfelves. The fame guard continues for twenty-four hours together, and 
ambits in the fmaller polls of a corporal and three men ; hut in the greater, of a lerjeant. 
-and twelve men. When a man has been upon guard two hours, he is relieved, and ex- 
empt from duty, till four hours more are expired, when he goes upon guard again. 

A lbklier is obliged to lerve live years, exclulive of the time taken up in the voyage, 
during which term he is not at liberty to return home; but by the favour of the olli- 
cers, conliderable deductions may he made from this term, iulbmuch, that fometimes a 
foldier returns by the fame Ihip that brought him. Sometimes a foldier is alfo meta- 
morphofed into a lailor for this purpofe. 

When his agreement is at an end, he may either return home or renew it; if he 
choofes the latter, which is generally done for three years at firll, his pay is increafed 
two guilders more per month ; this term being expired, he may engage for two years 
more* and then receives a frelh augmentation of two guilders per month ; but in cafe 
of his continuing in the fervice after that term, his pay is augmented no more, uulefu, 

* i indeed. 
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indeed, In; is advanced. A foldier, if he has received any education, may be advanced 
to he a corporal , furjeant, or officer, to be an afliftant in a factory, or to be furgeon, if 
ho has learned that art in Europe. 

There arc fevcral means by which a foldier may be releafed from the obligation of 
doing duty. I, he mofl common way is by what they call a furlough ; in this cafe he 
is exempt from all duty, and at full liberty to get his livelihood in what manner foever 
he is able, or by any trade that he may have learned. For this he pays four dollars 
per month, and to the adjutant of the company one {hilling, in which cafe he receives 
his monthly pay. Of the men belonging to the garrifon, there were now about one 
lumdredsand fifty that had furloughs. The profits of the furloughs are diftributed 
among that part of the garrifon that does duty, and are called fervice-money ; a foldier 
receives eight or nine, a corporal twelve, and a ferjeant fixteen {hillings ; the remainder 
is divided between tlie officers. The furlough money is to be paid duly, the laft day 
o' every mouth, into the hands of the chaplain, whofe duty it is to receive it. In time 
of v. :ir thole furloughs are not given, but every one mud then do duty. The governor 
take;, bom among the foldiers as many as he choofes, to work gratis for him; the 
nuj >r takes four and twenty or more; the fifeal two, the book-keeper one, and fo on. 
Thefo then are cither to work for the above-mentioned gentlemen, or to pay them their 
furlough-money. 'I 'lie greater number there is taken of thefe men, the heavier does 
the duty fall upon the roll of the foldiers. 

The foldiers receive their pay of the lieutenant of the company every four months; 
which for this roafoti is called the good month. 

11 any perfon in the town or country wilhes for a foldier, either as a teacher for his 
children, or to work in his fhop, he may get one by the means juft indicated ; but if 
Inch foldier has taken up a bill of tranfport in Holland, this mult now be repaid to the 
value of about eighty dollars, for which the fellow muft ferve till it is paid off; if in the 
mean time he fhould die, the lofs will be on the fide of the tradesman. 

Sailors may in the fume manner take out furloughs, by paying to the purfer eight 
dollars per month. 

/V period immunity from fervice, as well as crafure from the paymafter’s books, may 
indeed he alfo obtained; but on no other confidoration than that of being hold difqua- 
lified for the company's fervice. 

’There are others, called lachten, who neither do duty, nor have any furloughs, nor re- 
ceive any pay, and are always at their full liberty in time of peace ; but when once they 
enter into the fervice again, they muft ferve their five years out, for which they agreed. 

Prayers are read in the citadel every morning and evening by a chaplain. On Sun- 
day a Jontmel is placed before the church-door, but within the church-door a foldier 
would leurcely be tolerated. 

, Before the citadel, in a large convenient place, arc laid the wine and water-calks that « 
come from the Ihips to be repaired ; as likewife a great quantity of planks and fpars. 
In order to prevent any thing from being ftolen, a fentinel is placed here in.the night- 
time. 'This poll is not unprofitable, when the foldier happens to catch a young fellow 
engaged in elute converiation with lbme female friend ; in which cafe he muft make the 
foldier a compliment of a few dollars to avoid being taken into cuftody, and difeovered, 
or, at till events, incommoded and dillurbed in his menus plaifirs. 

If a foldier falls lick, he is taken to the hofpital, where he has medicines and his diet 
gratis, till he recovers; but he receives no pay, except his fhare of the furlough-money. 
Yet, if his difeafe is of a venereal nature, even this is withheld from him. If he does 
not choofe to go to the hofpital, h<5 is at liberty to go elfewhere, though then he is 

obliged 
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obliged to pay his own phyfician, his attendants, and oilier ucccffary expences, out of 
his own purfo, but receives his pay and fubfif tence-money . 

Chimneys are not ufed in this country, nor are they wanted; and to ftoves they are 
utter Grangers. Yet 1 have known a family or two that had a fire-place in their hall, 
though rather for pleafure than for any other occalion they had for it. The ladies 
have generally live coals in a kind of covered chaHing-dilli or Hove, which in winter- 
time they let on the ground under their clothes to warm them. 

The cold is fevered in the months of Augult or September, especially on morning!, 
and evenings, when it rains or blows hard. The wind feels very piercing on account 
of the thin clothing that is worn here. The winter at the Cape rcfembles the months 
of Auguil, September, and October in Sweden. 

The mothers in this country Ibidem put their children out to nurfe, but Itickle than 
themfelves, for which reafon they have, in general, eafier labours. 

There are a few families who have defeended from Blacks in the female line, for three 
generations back. The lirlt generation, proceeding from an European who is married 
to a tawny Have that has been made free, remains tawny, but approaching to a white 
complexion ; but the. children of the third generation, mixed with Europeans, become 
quite white, and are often remarkably beautiful. 

The flave-houfe of the Company is adjacent to the garden, and contains a great 
number of Haves, who work in the garden and on buildings, carry burdens from the 
fhips, &c. Thofe that are fick here have a furgeon to attend them. The Company 
brings the g reate H part of its Haves from Madagafcar, whereas private perfons buy 
t heir’s of the officers belonging to the flaps, as well Dutch as Trench, that are on their 
return home from the Kail Indies, feldom of the Englifh, and never of the Swedi/h. 

Before the Hups weigh anchor, all the convalescents are feletied out from the hofpital, 
and diftributed on board the Hups. 

The oflicers of the fliips, during their Hay here, fell to great advantage feveral European 
commodities, fuch as wine, ale, tobacco-pipes, coarfcand fine hardware, clothes, (hoes, 
glafs, and houl'ehold furniture ; the European hams, beef, laufages, tongues, herrings, 
ftock-fifh, falmon, and cheefe, with fotne other articles, were alfo in great requett. 

Whereas the foreign fliips, that Hop here, lie in the roads a fliort time only to take 
in provifions, and then refume their voyage, the Dutch fliips are obliged to Hop a great 
while, in order to take the convalofcents on board, who after all come thither m a very 
indifferent Hate of health. The Dutch have alfo occalion for a greater number of 
Tailors to work their fhips than other nations, as their rigging is made after the old 
fafhion, with large blocks and thick cordage, heavy and clumfy in every refpetl. 

The. Company’s garden is always open to the public. It is nine hundred and ninety- 
fix paces long, two hundred and fixty one broad, and has forty-four quarters, which 
are feparated from. each other by hedges, confiding, for the moft part, of oaks or bays 
( laurus nobilts ), feveral yards in height. I obferved here, that a roycna vtllofti , that 
grew befide one of thefe oaks, had fairly perforated one of its branches through the 
very trunk of the oak, in which it now grew like a parafitic plant:. In like manner 1 
obferved in another garden, in which a feat had been fixed between two trees, that the 
bark of one of the trees had grown over the feat, like a fungus (boletus), anil held it 
fall. In the menagerie were feveral rare and uncommon animals, and particularly great 
numbers of birds. 

Male and female flaves, though belonging to different matters, frequently cohabit 
together, by permiflion of their owners, in which cafe the children always become the 
property of him who is the owner of the female Have. Though the man, that cohabits 

with 
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with the woman Have, be a freed man, or even n European, /till their offspring are 
Haves. So that the bond* of wedlock among Haves are but loofuly co ntraded, and. 
ealilv broken through. A mailer has the right of chafliling his Haves with a whip, but 
has no power over their lives, as this belongs to the tnagillrate. If a Have is too 
fevert-ly treated by hirt mailer, he may complain to the (ileal ; and if it then appears that 
lie has beet) ill tiled, the owner is made to pay a confulerable. line- If a Have lifts up his 
hand againll his mailer or mill refs, or any white man, he is pnnifhable with death. 

A Have rati give no evidence ; nor litis he the power of bearing, much Ids of having 
in Ids poflcihuu, any kind of fire-arms: by thefc means the Haves, who always greatly 
cm eed the Europeans in number, are kept unarmed. As foon as a Have is cnfranchifed, 
he wears (hoes. Hocking:;, and a hat, as a mark of his freedom. 

In tin* months of April, May, and June, when the fhips lie in the road, the naval 
oilmen, frequently put up at auction Inch commodities as they wifli to difpofe of at this 
place; for this they pay five per cent, to the filial, who receives five dollars for (‘very 
chef! brought on fltore, for which five guilders only were paid in Holland. All Euro- 
pean merchandizes are fold here at thirty, fifty, and oik* hundred percent, profit. 

The winter months are reckoned herefrom the middle of May till the middle of 
AugttH, dutiug which times fhips mull not enter Table-Bay, on account of the Horniy 
north -wellerly winds that prevail then, and might drive them on (here; but they are 
obliged to anchor in hallo- Bay. 

Kataiis, fplit very thin and (aliened together with firings, fo as to roll up ealily, are 
much tiled here for window-blinds. '1'hey are alio employed for making bafkets, bot- 
toms nr beds, and feats of chairs. 

The thick bamboo canes, though hollow, are very lining. They are ufed for 
making the ft tit s of ladders, and as perches to carry burdens on; of the more young 
and Homier Hems are made fences, to let tip on the tops of walls ami oi wooden pales. 

The Iced- veilels of the filveMrtv (prot<\/ tir&iiitcii) lerve as fuel j the ir/tio dkhotomus 
( Hefem riet ) lor brooms. 

K. uk umak tanka (,t \tihyUh) is the name given to the legumetv or pod of a plant, that 
grew at this time among the land-hills near tin* town, without either, leaves or flowers. 
This pod was of the length of one’s finger, fbmewhat wider at top than at bottom, had 
a pie, dam find!, and was held in great eileem by the ladies. The Intel! of it refumbled 
in (onto meahue that of llrawberries, and filled the whole room. 

i >u the ( lay-lulls near tin* fltore before the citadel, 1 obforved people digging up the 
e.mh, which was mixed with a great many fea-fhells, and putting it into baikets. 'Ibis 
they walhed till nothing but the (hells remained. In like manner I law them carefully 
gather the larger ihelK thrown up by the lea on the beach, suit l lay them up in large 
heaps to dry. ’ Thele (hells they bum Co lime for building. Kor this purpofe they 
make a pile of billet and Imlh-wood, within which the fhells are laid and burned. 
In Kul then l Hand a great quantity of fhells are ctdletfed, and made into lime for the 
Company’;. lervice, by the criminals exiled there. In the whole country there is no 
ether lime to be found, u»*r any mountains containing either chalk or lime-done. 

I'm is are laid to be born fo; but; the Hutch here, and indeed all over the liaft* 
fiali. may be laid to be bom merchants ; for iu cafe the father does not trade, but 
vamcM.u l.une handicraft bulmeis, his wife, daughter, orfim mull ; and this is always 
done in particular way of their own, and often without any regular fyllem. There 
e, halve one regular merchant to be found; but every body tarries on trade, and 
keep; a ecu. tin Species of goods only, at a certain time of the year, by which he endea- 
vours to eailt the molt he Ct». _ 

Two 
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Two winds in particular prevail here throughout the year, and are frequently very 
violent, viz. the fouth-eall wind in the l'ummer, and the north-well in winter. When 
the call or fouth-eall wind begins to blow, it drives the clouds again! I the mountains, 
and away over them, which occaftons a kind of drizzling rain up in thole regions ■ 
the clouds are afterwards difperfed bebow the futnmit of the mountain; and when the 
clouds are carried off, the wind may continue indeed, but then it is always accompanied 
with line dry weather. 

The town has but one OalviuiUical church, which is tolerably large and handfome. 
'l'he Lutherans Have not hitherto been able to obtain permillion to erott: one, though 
their number here is very large : the Calvinillical church is furved by two clergymen, 
who live ijt the town, and are well paid. 

'l'he holpital is ill lituated, and mucli out of repair, infonmeh that a new one will 
Ihonly be erected on a more extenlive and convenient plan. 'l’he patients here' are not 
remarkably well taken care of, on account of the linall portion of medical lkill poli'dfed 
by the perl’on who (upermtends the hofpifal; though the company (pares for no ex- 
penf'e with reganl to them. 1 was informed, that the company pays two hundred du- 
eatoons per annum, or fomething more than lix hundred guilders, for the article of 
almonds only, lor the patients, of which, perhaps, they do not get one. livery half 
year the moiety of this fum is paid down, an exafl calculation having been previoufly 
made, how many thoulhnds of almonds may be had for that money, according to the 
then current price. So that the fum is always the fame, though the quantity of almonds 
varies with the price ; and the patients always receive the fame quantity, that is, little 
or nothing;. For every one in the holpital, that goes through a c.ourfe of mercurial 
frifliou for the venereal difeafe, the furgeon receives eight dollars ; and the patient mull, 
pay two dollars for Ins medicines, as it. is not thought proper that he fhould lie cured 
of this dil'eale gratis. 

Several II reel's in the town are adorned with canals filled with the water that comes 
from the fuperimpeiuling mountains; but the bringing of the water, by means of 
wooden pipes, from the kune mountains down to the great bridge in the harbour, at 
the fide of the citadel, where the (hips unload, is of greater importance ; as the Ihips’ 
boats may conveniently lay along-fide of it, and fill their calks with the purell water. 

The linall-pox suid mealies are the moll fatal diflempers here ; for the prevention of 
which they make the kune provilions, as is done in other places again!!, the plague. 
Conlequently, as loon as a Jhip has anchored in the road, a furgeon is font on botlrd 
of il, to examine whether any hotly in the Hup is at. that time inietled, or during the 
voyage has been inlcTod with either of thefe difeafes. In the latter cafe, no one from 
the Ihip is fullered to come on lliore ; but the commander is advifed to go to lbmo other 
place with the vellel ; which, in the mean-time, is furnifhed with whatever ir may Hand 
in need of. When at, any time the fmall-pox is carried thither, every one Hies in hallo 
to the ulterior parts of the country. This infectious diforder, l oblerved, and fomo 
French Ihips, which they took for enemies, were the only things that at: this jtmfhnv 
could infpire thefe rich farmers and burghers with fear, and make them Ihift their 
qu irteis. 'They were not yet become rational enough to adopt inoculation. In 1713, the 
fmall-pox was brought here by a Daniili Ihip, when it made a dreadful havoc among the 
Kuropeans as well as J lottentots, only three bottles having deaped. The Hottentots died 
in fuch multitudes, that their bodies lay in the fields and highways unhuried. 

In 1755, this diforder appeared for the fecund time; and in 1767, in April, for 
fhe third and lalt time, being in like manner brought by a Daniili Ihip. The lull time 

die 
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iiic mealies prevailed in thefe parts, they were the more dcfbuctive, as tlie furgeons 
lint out by the governor, from ignorance of the difeafe, treated it perverfely. It is 
much to he lamented, that tlu: account, given of the medical practitioners of the Cape 
for ft une time pail, Humid lit exa&ly tally with that tranfmittod to us by Ktetnpfer, in 
his Amtvnit. I'.xol. Kal'cie. 3. p. 534 & 535, of the furgeons in the Kail Indies. 

Tin* town is adorned with three large fijuares ; in one of thole Hands the Proteftant 
church ; it likewifo has a fountain in it, which furnilhes the inhabitants of the town with 
water ; in the other is the town-ludl ; and the third is lately laid out for the convenience 
of the country people who bring their goods to market, and in this is to be built the 
watrlt-Iioulh for the iiro-nten. 

On tlie lltore itfelf leveral batteries of different fizes are eroded for the defence of 
the city. The citadel is intended to proved them as well again!! internal as foreign 
enemies, lmt the batteries more particularly again! t t he (hips of a foreign power ; and 
in fad, theft* can do no more execution in the road than the citadel poilibly can do. 
There were now, though in rather an indifferent Hate of repair, the Great Battery, 
tlie Little Battery, the New Battery, the Bones, and the Line-Guard. 

In the beginning of July, 1 made a day’s excurfion to Mount Paarl, in company 
with Dr. Le Sueur, who was lent for to fee a patient that had been ill of a fever, and 
had now Inch a wealutels in his joints and ligaments, that he could not lift his hands 
to his mouth, and his knee-pans were lb loofe, that he had loll the ule of liis legs 
likewifo. Dr. Le Sueur was a native of the Cape, but had Hudiod in Holland, and 
taken his degrees at Groningen. 

In many places the mads were inter fed cd by large rivers, which were nowfo fwellcd 
by tlie heavy rains, that the water almoll came into the carriage, the current being at 
the fame time very (l rung. 

The land in thefe parts was very poor, being merely loofe fund, under which lay 
the I'olid rock, contilting of brown ferruginous dumps, compofed of clay, vitriolic 
acid, and Hate. In tilde meagre plains, neverthelefs, Phylicas, Ericas, and Proteas 
grew in abundance. 

At Paarl the cold is felt more feuftbly in the mornings and evenings than at the 
Cape, and the hoar-l'roll frequently damages the vegetables in the gardens. The 
oalterly wind:; are laid to be very powerful here, and in iummer-tiinc to blow the 
grains of wheal out of the ear. 

Butter is churned every day in the fummer, and every other day, or every third 
day, in the winter. They dually pour hike-warm witter into the chum, in order that 
the milk may coagulate the better. 

The houles are generally Htuated at: the foot of the mountains, front whence water 
runs down to them! The want of water in other places, and the conlequcin poverty 
of the foil, mult be eouiidercd as the rcafon why this country, fo excellent in other 
relpecb:, cannot be very clofely inhabited. The African lbil is mtrinfically meagre; 
but its fertility, which is lb much cried up by many, mull be aferibed to the excellence 
of the climate; for t.ltoi'e fpots where water and a little mould are lo be found, and 
which confequently are capable of cultivation, produce a rich harvclt of corn, delicious 
fruits, and excellent wines. The chief objett of the farmer, when chufrng a fpot for 
his abode, is to find an earthy foil in the vicinity of water. 

Every peafant builds his own houfe, ibmetimes of bricks, fometiraes only of clay, 
lime, and (and. Every one of them poifeffes a great number of horfes, oxen, cows, 
Hteep, goats, ducks, and goelb, which in the day-time are driven out on the hills, 
ami tended by a Have, and driven home again at fun-fet. At night all thefe animals 
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fleep in the open air, each fpecies feparately, in a place fenced in by a mud wall. 
This is faid to be very detrimental to the wool of the fheep (the evis la tic mid a). It 
was pleafant in the higheft degree to fee the lambkins, which are kept while they arc 
young in the houfe, go in the evenings to meet their mothers on their return home. 
As foon as they heard the voice of their dams at a great diftance, the little hungry 
creatures began to cry out and run towards them ; but if they could not fee their 
mothers diftinftly, they would immediately run back again. When their dams approach 
ftill nearer, their cries increafed, and the lambs run full fpced to meet them, and fol- 
lowed them home again. The wool of thefe African fheep, which have large tails, is 
none of the bed, and is not employed either in the manufacturing of cloth or for any 
other important purpofe, much lefs is it exported. M. Hemming, however, had, a 
lew years before, a piece of cloth woven from it large enough to make a complete 
fuit of cl'thes. 

1 frequently obferved the fhin-bones of fheep ufed, both in town and country, either 
for Totting round the trees in the directs, .or for dividing the parterres in the flower- 
gardens, where they had a very pretty cfl'eft, the end of the ginglymus articulation 
being placed uppcrmoll. 

Wolves were caught by an cafy and ingenious method : a fquarc or oblong houfe was 
crofted, either of brick or only of clay, of the height of fix feet or more, without 
any other covering than a few wooden bars. In the front a low opening is left with 
a trap-door before it. In the houfe is laid a bait, tied to a rope that is fall, cued to a 
peg. This peg is brought through the lower part of the back wall, and fhick into a 
piece of wood which hangs down the wall on the outfide; to the upper part of this 
piece of wood is fixed another rope that pafl’es over the top of the houfe, and is fattened 
to the trap-door, which it thus keeps lufpended over the aperture. The wolf having 
entered the honfe, pulls the bait, and at the fame lime pulls out the peg from the 
piece of wood, when the trap-door falls down, and makes the wolf prilbncr. 

The ftyle of building in the country, among people in good circuiuftances, is 
nearly funilar to that in town, viz. firlt, there is a hall at the entrance of the houfe, 
and before this is a long gallery ; on each fide of the hall is a room ; and on one fide 
of the gallery is the kitchen, and on the other a bed-chamber. People of inferior 
circumltances bad a gallery, with a chamber on each fide of it, and the kitchen be- 
hind. The poorer fort had huts of clay, with doors and windows almolt pervious Jo 
tlje weather. 

The water that runs down the mountains to the farms that lie below them is fre- 
quently conducted by art to different places, fuch as to artificial fountains, or to gar- 
dens, for the purpofe of watering them in time of drought, or to fifh-ponds to fupply 
them with water. 

Such waters as accumulated in the plains below the mountains, and formed rivulets, 
which at times were fo deep in certain places, as to make ferries or boats necefl'ary 
for palling them, the farmers rendered ufeful to themfelvcs, by damming them up, in 
order to make them overflow their vineyards planted on their banks ; when the water, 
gently running off from them, manured the foil and rendered it fertile. 

The vineyards near Paarl flourilhed amazingly, and vines were foen here fifty years 
old. A vine was faid to bear fo early as the fecond year after it was planted, but to 
yield a full vintage in the third. All the vines here were kept low, in order to make 
them produce large clutters. 

In this place a church was erefted and provided with a Calvinift minifter and a 
clerk. Divine fervice, however, is not performed every Sunday; but when the 
10 minilter 
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minifi or is gone on n journey, fick, or otherwife hindered, the clerk reads to the con- . 
gregation lome portion ot‘ the Bible. !(''£> ( 

The farmers, or colonills, all through the country arc, as well as the inhabitants*' of 
the city, all burghers, and are confequently obliged to be always in readineis, in cafe 
of a war, to defend their country. For this purpofe they are divided into companies, 
ami certain perfons among them appointed their officers. 

On the fuildeii approach of danger from any enemy, the whole body of the inha- 
bitants may In' fmmnonod by the firing of guns and hoiking of flags. For this pur- 
pofo cannons an' planted at proper intervals, and at the fide of each Hands a flag-ftalF, 
to give lignals in cafe of the approach of an enemy, or of any great fleet belonging 
to a foreign power. In Inch cafe, ,1'even guns are fired from the Lion’s Head. The 
cannon on the hanks of 7our Rivier is next difeharged, which is repeated by another 
placed at a greater diltance, then by a third, and ft> on ; the flag being always lioilted 
before (lie firing of tlte gun, by which means the alarm is loon given throughout the 
whole country. 

As an antidote againll the bite of ferponts, the blood of the turtle was much cried 
up, which, on account of this extraordinary virtue, the inhabitants dry in the form of 
I mail ieales or membranes, and carry about them when they travel in this country, 
which Cwarms with this moll noxious vermin. Whenever any one is wounded by a 
ferpenl, he takes a couple of pinches of the dried blood internally and applies a little 
of it to the wound. 

Surgeons, apothecaries, and others, when they cannot; find in this country the ufual 
ami genuine medicinal plants, look lor others that ibmowhat refcmblc them, either in 
their ’flowers, leaves, linell, or general habit, and then give them the fame names. 
The phytician, who hears this quid pro qua mentioned, mull not let it puzzle or mill 
lead him. 

The leaves of the calUi / V.lhinpiat , a plant which grew even in the ditches about the 
gardens near the Cape, were laid to lervo for food for the (Yzer-varkcn or) por- 
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he root of tlu' tm lupus edmilus , which grew both near the Cape and in other 
places, was of a foil texture, and contained a very white and pure gum, which was 
n!l‘il in the form of a decoction, as an excellent purifier of the blood, and likewile as 
a Yemedy in the gonorrhoea. 

The root of the byroniu Afr'icmm ferved the country-people lor an emetic; infufed 
In wine or brandy it, proves an excellent purge, el'pecially it a piece ot bread be eaten 
after it. 

The t ij ( ranium cuatfiulm, a fragrant plant, was ufed as an emollient, inclofed m 
finall bags. 

Of the leaves of the hirbtmi corjata the country-people made tea. 

The nwnlutiu ticris t though it is of a very acrid nature, was faid to be eaten by the 

fheep. .n.i 

The I lottenlots eat the fruit of the braheium JleUatim , a large Ihrub that grows near 

brooks mid rivulets, called Wilde Caltanien (wild chcfnuts), and fometimes ufod by the 
count ry-people inllead of coffee: the outfide rind being taken off, the fruit is lleeped 
in water to deprive it ol its bittcniels ; it is then boiled, roafted, and ground like 

colfee. . . , 

The gout and dropfy were common difeafes in this country, proceeding from the 

meat cniantities of wine that was drank, and the very varying and cold winds. 

” 1 c 2 Ihe 
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The fields were by no means fo thickly covered with grafs here as they are in Europe, 
where the gral's-turf, with its great variety of flowers, forms the molt beautiful carpet; 
but the grnfs grew very thin, fhewing the bare land between the blades, fo that one 
could not with any pleafure lie down on it to reft one’s fclf. 

The barley, after it had attained to a confiderable height, was mowed once or 
oftener, and given to the horfes as fodder. It was laid, that it might be cut in the 
month of Augult, when in the car. I frequently law bundles of it brought to town 
in this ftafe to market. The barley in this country is cultivated chiefly for the ufe of 
horfes ; a lew bundles of it being cut every evening, after the horfes are come in from 
grafs, and laid in the liable, or elfe out in the yard, where thefe animals are tied up, 
for their night-provender. 

Beer is never brewed in the country, where the people, when thirfty, drink water, 
tea, coilee, or wine ; but a brewery has been eftablifhed near Cape Town. The Cape 
beer, however, , is never remarkably good, but generates wind in the ftomach, and 
foon turns four. This is the radon why they are obliged to import their beer from 
Europe ; the Dutch, Danilh, and Englilh beer, which they ibinetimes drink in ftnall 
quantities at their meals, being held in particular elteem. 

The vineyards mult be dug every year, and the ground turned, yet without dill tub- 
ing the vines. In manuring them, the old earth is dug away from around the vines, 
and fo that a hole is left in which the manure is laid. If a vine dies, a branch of an 
adjoining vine is bent down into the hole, where it foon Itrikes root, and is afterwards 
cut oil" at the top. 

A widow at the Paarl had three Hottentots in her lervicc; they fpoke with much 
delicacy and foftnefs, clacking lightly and rapidly with their tongues both before and 
while they pronounced their words. Their complexion was brown, but by no means 
inclining to black, being more like that of a fun-burnt European. The apparent 
brownnels of their complexions, in fad, proceeded more from the great quantity of 
i linking grcale with which they befmeared tlieiufclves than from nature. The girls 
were fond of hooking tobacco, which they did with a pipe fo Ihort, that the bowl of 
it came clofe to their lips. Their hair is of a lingular nature, being quite black, and 
twilled up together like Ihort wool, fo as to refemble the nap upon frieze, the inter- 
llioi s between each lock being quite bare. 

Or tnv return to the Cape, 1 law, towards the end of June, a body of Hottentot's, 
men, women, and children, to the number of nine and fifty, brought up about one 
hundred and fifty miles from the interior part of the country, where they had com- 
mitted various ads of violence againft the colonifts. They had been taken by a 
Hottentot captain, of the name of Kees, in the cleft of a mountain, where they had 
concealed and fortified themfelves againft a party of peafants and foldiers ordered out 
- againft them, and had for a long time defended themfelves, by rolling large Hones 
down upon their enemies. In two villages they had carried off the cattle, killed the 
mhabitiuits, plundered the lioufos, and taken polfeflion of feveral fire-arms. They 
did not deny their crimes, but aiTcrtcd that they aded fo in their own defence, the 
Europeans making every year frefh encroachments upon their lands and po Hellions, 
and forcing the.iu continually farther up into the country, whence they were driven 
back again by the other Hottentots, or clfe killed. Thefe Hottentots were Bofliiefmen, 
of a dark brown complexion, foine of whom were naked, wearing only a band round 
their waifts, which covered the pudenda before. Others wore, hanging loofe over 
their fhoulders, a Iheep’s lkin, the ends of which fcarcely met before, the upper part 
going, like a calafli, over the head. The women: had their little ones hanging behind 
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on their fhoulders ; and girls cloven or twelve years of age had already children. 
The women were adorned with car-rings, and broad rings of metal round their wrifts. 
Their mouths and cheekbones were very prominent, fo that they bore the ftrongeft 
rcloiuh lance imaginable to apes. After thefe Hottentots had been confined for fome 
lime at the Cat. they loft their colour, and became almoft white. 

On the 28th of June, the Javanefe here celebrated their new-year. For this pur- 
pofe .hey had decorated au apartment in a houfe with carpets, that covered the ceil- 
ing. walls, and floor. At fome diftance from the far theft wall an altar was raifed, 
from the middle of which a pillar rofe up to the ceiling, covered with narrow flips of 
gilt paper and idle alternately : from above, downwards, ran a kind of lace between 
the projecting edges. At the bafe of this pillar were placed bottles with nofegays 
flack in them. Before the altar lay a cufhion, and on this a large book. The 
women, who were all (landing or fitting near the door were neatly drefled, and the 
men wore night-gowns of fdk or cotton. Frankincenfe was burned. * The men fat 
crol’s-h gged on the floor, dilperfed all over the room. Several yellow wax -candles 
were lighted up. Many of the afl'embly had finis, which they found very ufeful for 
cooling thomfelvcs in the great heat neccflarily produced by the affemblage of a great 
number of people in a J mail (pace. Two priefts were diftinguifhed by a fmall conical 
cap from the rdt, who wore handkerchiefs tied round their heads in the form of a 
turban. About eight in the evening the fervice commenced, when they began to 
ling, loud and foil alternately, ibmotimes the priefts alone, at other times the whole 
congregation. After this a priclt read out of the great book that lay on the cufhion 
before the altar, the congregation at times reading aloud after him. I obferved them 
reading after the Oriental manner, from right to left, and imagined it to be the Alco- 
ran that they were reading,' the Javanefe being moftly Mahometans. Between the 
tinging and reading, coffee was ferved up in cups, and the principal naan of the con- 
gregation at intervals accompanied their ringing on the violin. I underflood after- 
wards, that t his was a prince from Java, who had oppofed the interefts of the Dutch 
F.afl. India Company, and for that rcafon had been brought from his native country to 
the Cape, where he lives at the Company’s expence. 

On the 30th of June I vifited Paradife, and other farms belonging to the Company, 
and ii mated below Tabic Mountain, liondebofeh is a villa belonging to the governor. 
On* this oallem fide, along Table Mountain, the fouth-eaft wind does not blow fo hard 
as at the Capo, for which rcafon alfo both trees and fhrubs grow here. Among other 
trees, the pine (/> inus fylvcjlris) was confpicuous by its elegant crown. Wild vines 
(Wilde Druy ven, with vitlginca) made a diftinguifhed figure at this dine with their red 
berries, which refembled cherries, and were eatable. 

In (he beginning of July, I fet out on an excurfion on foot, for a few days, to 
Con'll untia and the neighbouring farms. In fome places rivulets ran acrofs the road 
between the valleys clown from the mountains, and at this time they were difficult 
to pals. 

Ferruginous ftones (Eifer Klippcn), or ftoncs containing iron, were found here, as 
well as nearer to the Cape. 

I obferved the clouds to be driven in contrary clire&ions, the lower clouds coming 
from the fouth-eaft, and the upper being carried towards the fame quarter. 

The domeftic animals, which otherwife are kept in the open air throughout the 
whole country, were here fheltered under a flied, that was open hi the front. 

On my return to town, I had the opportunity of feeing a Chinefe burial. In their 
burying-ground, at a fhort diftance from, the city, fmall ratans are ftuck up, fattened 
together with cotton-thread, fo as to form an arch or a vaulted roof over the tomb. 
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In a large hog that was killed, were found feveral round worms ( hmbrici ), which 
was faid to be a common cafe here with thefe animals. 

July the 2 1 ft, I took a walk to Paarl and Stellenbofch. 

From the Cape the horizon, on the land fide, appears bounded by high mountains, 
that ftretch acrofs the whole country. The plain between the Cape and thefe moun- 
tains, which is one day’s journey long, is for the moft part an uncultivated tra£l of 
fand, and deftitute of water, which for the moft part is no where to be met with but 
near the fuialler fcattered hills, which lie about as it were infulated, and without any 
very evident connexion with each other. A traveller who has not been provident 
enough to bring water with him, has no other refource for affuaging his third in this 
burning heat, than ftri&ly to examine, whether any black fhepherds are to be found 
attending their matter’s flocks in the neighbourhood, who may either have water 
themfelves, or may be able to inform him where to find it. In the winter feal'on, 
however, on account of the frequent rains, large tra&s of this plain lie under water. 

The name of Kapock-bird was given to a very fmall bird, that forms its nett (which 
is as curious as it is beautiful, and is of the thicknefs of a coarfe worfted flocking) 
from the down Q pappus crioccphali ) of the wild rofemary-tree (Wilde Rofmaryn). 

In the months of April and May the feed is put into the ground ; but in June and 
July the earth, which often has lain fallow for feveral, fometimes ten, twelve, and fif- 
teen years, is ploughed up. The larger bullies are previoufly pulled up by the roots, 
and the fmaller ones left for the plough ; all the bufhes are then collected, and burnt 
on the field, which are richly manured by the allies. The fpots on which the coin- 
buftion has been performed, always produces a thicker and more luxuriant grafs than 
ufualj fo that fuch places are eafily diftinguilhable in a meadow by the high tufts of 
grals. The wheat here was faid to yield, in general, at the rate of eight and ten, but 
frequently fifteen, twenty, and twenty- five to one; whereas in many other places again, 
the produce is ftill more abundant. I was even told, that at one farm fourteen 
bufhels of feed had produced about fifty-five quarters of grain. 

The ant-eater, or Aardvarken (?uyr?nccophaga), digs large holes in the earth, in 
which in the day-time he lies fecure from his enemies. The country was full of fuch 
holes. This animal was faid to be fo flrong, that feveral oxen together would not be 
able to drag it out of its retreat. It digs very expeditioufly. The flcfli of it is eaten, 
and efpecially the hams, when hung up and dried. It lives on feveral forts of tans, 
efpecially the large red ones, which build their hillocks of clay, and are very common, 
increafing every year. 

The daughters of the colonifts are fometimes with child by their fathers’ black 
{laves. In this cafe, in confideration of a round fum of money, a hulband is generally 
provided for the girl, but the flave is lent away from that part of the country. 

Hofpitality is carried to a great length among the farmers throughout all this country, 
infomuch that a traveller may, without being at any expence either for board or lodg- 
ing, pafs a longer or fhorter time with thefe people, who with the greatefl cordiality 
receive and entertain flrangers. On the contrarv, a ftranger finds it very dear living 
in town, where he is obliged to pay at leafl a dollar, if not a dollar and a half, per day 
for his board and lodging. 

The farmers in general make four regular meals a day, viz. breakfaft at feven, dinner 
at eleven, their afternoon’s luncheon at four, and fupper at eight. 

A foldier here is not at liberty to marry, left, as in this cafe be muft live with his wife 
out of the c’tadel, he fhould run in debt in the town, and, in confequence of this, incur 
the ufual punifhment, which is tranfportation tt> Batavia. Neverthelefs, it would be 
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much better that a foldier or corporal Ihould be at liberty to marry, and, receiving his 
pay, do his duty; and on thofe days, when he is exempted from duty, earn his liveli- 
hood by teaching, or by fome trade : and although many, as daily experience evinces, 
for want of this regulation, fall into bad courfes, and ruin themfelves by connexions 
with black women ; not to mention, that a married foldier, in cafe of a war fuper- 
vcning, always lights for his country, his wife and children, with greater courage and 
Jpirit than another; yet, in defiance of reafon and common fenfe, all fuch men are 
obliged to quit the fcrvice and become free citizens. This freedom, however, they do 
not obtain but on condition of entering again into the Company’s fervice, if neceflity 
Ihould require, and this in the fame capacity as that in which they left it. 

Though the town is entirely under the Company’s jurifdidtion, and confequently is 
fubjetl to the governor and fifeal ; yet, in what concerns the management of its parti- 
cular affairs, it has its own mayor and aldermen, with other neceffary officers. 

’.I 'lie burghois, both in the town and throughout the whole country, are enrolled as 
militia-men lor the defence of the colony, being divided into feveral companies of foot 
ami iunfe, and commanded by officers from among their own body. They meet every 
year to do their exercife, and in the town they go upon the municipal guard, &c. 

The dead aie buried without either clergyman, prayers, or the ceremony of throw-.* 
ing earth on the body. 

The ceremonies of marriage and baptifm mull always -be performed in the church; 
private bapiifm, in calb of neceflity, not being fullered. 

Slaves are very fekloin enfrainhifed : the free blacks are not permitted to go upon 
the municipal guard ; but in time of war they are obliged to throw up batteries with 
their lpades, which are their weapons. They are commanded, however, by one of 
their own body. The flaves, whom each mailer of a family mult drive before him out 
of his houl’e himfelf when required, againd the enemy, are alfo formed into companies. 
The burghers, as well as the lervants of the Company, are then llationed each at his 
polt. All the civil officers are llationed within the caltle, and others at the batteries in 
dilfeivnt places. 

In the month of Auguft the winter drew near to its end, and the fields began to be 
decorated with Dowers ; it therefore now became necellary for me to think of fuch pre- 
parations as would be ufeful and requifue for me in my approaching long journey into 
thejutcrior part of the country ; a journey, relative to which a promife had been given 
me, that l Ihould make it in a great meal ure at the Company’s expence. 

I therefore provided my fell’- with necellary cloaths, as well as with boxes and bags, for 
col letting root s and feeds, with boxes and pins for infeeds, a keg of arrack for prelerv- 
ing ferponts and amphibious animals, cotton and boxes for Huffing and keeping birds in, 
cartridge-paper for the drying of plants, tea and bifeuits for my ownufe, and tobacco to 
dil tribute among the Hottentots, together with fire-arms, and a large quantity of pow- 
der, ball, and (hot of various kinds. Shoes for the fpace of four months were no in- 
conftdorablo article in this account, as the leather prepared in the Indies is by no 
means lining ; befides, that it is quite cut to pieces, or foon worn out, by the lharp 
Hones that occur every wherein the mountains. 

My equipage confuted of a faddle-horfe, a cart covered with a fail-cloth, like an am- 
munition-waggon, and three yoke of oxen, by which it was to be drawn through the 
whole of the journey. My travelling companions were Auge, the gardener, who had 
before made eighteen journeys of different lengths into the country, and was now to be 
my lure and faithful guide ; M. Immelman, a youth, the fon of a lieutenant in th e 
army, together with Leonhardi, a ferjgant, who undertook this tedious journey for th e 
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pa If ft of lhooting the larger animals and birds ; and laftly, two domellicated Hottentots, 
one of whom was to drive, and the other to lead our oxen. 

Every one that travels in this country performs his journey pretty nearly in the follow- 
ing way : A large waggon, worth from one hundred and twenty to two hundred dol- 
lars, and covered with a large tilt of fack-cloth, is commonly drawn by five or fix yoke 
of oxen, which are driven by a man with, a long whip, but led through the rivulets and 
by the farms. The horfes are but weak in this part of the world, and find no where 
in Africa either pafture or water ; confequently they cannot be ufed for long journeys. 
Nor are horfes employed for carrying any wares on then- backs up to town from the farms 
that lie near it, but there are fome few wealthy perfons that now and then put two or 
three pair of them into a waggon for Ihort journeys. Still, however, they are made ufe 
of all over the country for riding on. When farmers, that live far down in the country, ' 
go up to the Cape, they generally take five or fix fpare oxen with them, for the purpofe 
of changing cattle in a journey which lafts feveral weeks. The whip is an inftrument 
which might feem to command refpedt, not only from the oxen, for whofe fervice it is 
principally deftined, but from every one elfe. 

Thus equipped, I fet out with my company from the Cape on the 7th of September 
.for Jan Befis Kraal, a fmall grazing farm belonging to the Company, and fituated by 
the fea-fide, where we arrived at eleven o’clock. 

All over the fandy fields the protea hypopbylla was feen creeping and procumbent, 
with its leaves Handing up ereft on each fide of it. Near Eland’s Fontain (or Elk’s 
Fountain), a plant of this fpecies was feen Handing upright like a bulh, much refem- 
bling the former, but with broader leaves. 

We proceeded on our journey till twelve o’clock, when we came to another farm 
belonging to the Company, called Riet Valley ; afterwards to Modert’s Farm ; and 
laftly, palling by Brack Fontain, we came to Groene Kloof (the Green Valley), a con- 
fiderable grazing farm belonging to the Company, at the diftance of eight hours’ jour- 
ney from the Cape. In this pleafant place we remained a whole week, as well becaufe 
we found a great deal to colled here, as becaufe that, -in confequence of the refraction 
of the fun-beams from the burning fand, I was unfortunately attacked with a very 
violent inflammation in my eyes,, which I did not eafily get rid of. 

The country has indeed been much inhabited and cultivated by the European colonifts, 
but as yet no mile-ftones have been fet up, nor have the farms and rivers every wherq. re- 
ceived fuitable names. The farms are frequently called after their owners, and the 
diftances between places are meafured by the time required to travel over them in a 
waggon drawn by oxen, which anfwers pretty exactly to a fea-league per hour. All 
this occafions travellers a great deal of trouble, and is the caufe that I am obliged to call 
the places, whicn I palfed in my travels, by the Dutch names, by which they are known 
on the fpot. 

The fandy and low plains, which we traverfed, abounded at this time in bulbous 
plants, befides others which were now fprung up in confequence of the heavy rains 
that had fallen during the winter, and which, with their infinitely varied flowers, deco- 
rated thefe otherwife naked heaths. 

The roots (bulbi) of the iris edulis, when boiled and ferved up at table, tailed much 
like potatoes. 

The African flowers vary greatly as to colour, efpecially on the upper part, and are 
more conftant on the under part. 

Flamingoes ( phcenicopterus ruber) were, feen in abundance, wading everywhere in the 
ponds and puddles, in which were found alfo dugks and fnipes {fedepax Capenjis). In 
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the plains were heard among the bulhes the Korrhaan (Otis). The Haantje (a fmall 
bird), and ueer of various kinds were feen running about, fuch as Harte-beefts (capra 

aorais), Steen-boks (capra grtmmia ), divers ( capra ), as well as the ftately 

oltnch, dilhnguilhed by its black feathers from its grey females. 

A clay, impregnated with fulphur, was ihown me, which is to be found near a foun- 
tain hard-by Paard Mountain. 

1 he feed-veffels of a fpecies of Euphorbia, pulverized, were ufed for poifoning 
wolves. 

Here I faw, for the find time, the oleum ricini, or caftor oil. The feeds were faid 
to be boiled in water, and the oil is fkimmed off as it rifes, which is taken, in as large 
a dole as that of a tea-cup full, for a gentle purge. The leaves of the fhrub dried, and 
applied round the head, were affirmed to be ferviceable in the head-ache. 

On the 1 4th, we palled Oranie Fontein, or Orange Fountain, and Uyle Kraal, or 
the Owl’s Kraal, in our way to The Fontein, or Tea Fountain, a journey of fix hours ; 
and afterwards palling by Elk’s Fountain (Eland’s Fontein), got to Saldahna Bay the 
next day. 

The farmers on this fide of the Cape have neither vineyards nor much arable land, 
but, inftead of thefe, plenty of cattle. Butter is made here every day, in a churn like 
a pump ; and the butter-milk, excellent as it is, is thrown out to the calves and dogs. 
Indeed, they fcarcely allow their milk to cream beforehand. As to houfehold furni- 
ture, they were in great want of it. 

We left our faddle-horfes at a farmer’s houfe ; after which, we croffed the harbour 
in a velfel to the Company’s poft, where we Itaid feveral days. 

Here was plenty of game, confifting of antelopes, ducks, and other animals. 

The expreffed juice of the fow-thiftle ( fonchus oleracem ), was ufed for cleanfing 
and healing ulcers. 

The black juice of the cuttle-filh ( fepia ), mixed up with vinegar, was ufed for 
making ink. This animal has real eyes, confifting of a cornea, choroidea, and a cryf- 
talline lens, with all the humours ufually found in the eye. 

Among the fervants I found Elifaeus Hyphoff, who was in the capacity of a cook 
here, and was the fon of M. Hyphoff, director of the bank in Stockholm. 

The alhuca major grew in this neighbourhood tall, ftraight, and elegant. Its fuc- 
culent ftalk, which is rather mucilaginous, is chewed by the Hottentots and other tra- 
vellers, by way of quenching their thirft. 

There were a great many fand-banks in the harbour, which were feen at low-water. 

Grafs grew on the iflands in abundance ; but there were neither Iheep nor oxen in 
them. 

While I was botanizing, I found a dead tiger near the Ihore. He had probably 
been eating fome poifonous plants, and afterwards went in queft of water, before he 
fell down. 

On the iflands without and round Saldahna Bay, feals ( phoca ) were caught in abund- 
ance, from the blubber of which a good and ufeful oil was prepared. The fkins of 
the fmaller fort of thefe animals are ufed only for fliooting-bags and tobacco-pouches. 
The large feals, I was told, would weigh fourteen or fifteen hundred weight. With 
refpeft to thefe creatures, a difagreeable accident had happened here lately : a foldier 
was fent out to fhoot them, and having wounded one of them, which lay as though it 
were dead, he went to open a vein in order to draw off its blood, as the oil is fuppofed 
to be the better for this operation, when on a hidden the feal caught hold of his hand, 
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which the foldier pulling back in hade, his thumb was bitten off, and the tendon drawn 
out to a great length. 

From Saldahna Bay we returned to The Fontein, and, at a farm there, had an op- 
portunity of feeing with what dexterity the peafants perform the caftration of their 
oxen, fifty of which, two years old, and one at three years, went through this opera- 
tion in one evening. The cord of a whip was fattened round the horns, and a rope 
round one of the hind-legs. The animal being by this means thrown down on one 
fide, its four legs were tied together. They then cut with a knife on the exterior fide 
through all the integuments quite to the tefticle ; after this, they laid hold of the tefti- 
cle and fcraped the funiculus, continually twilling it at the fame time, till the tellicle 
came away. 

Great complaints were made of the feed-veffels of the rumen Jpmofus (Dubelties), 
which grew very common here, as the lharp prickles of them cut the feet of the Haves 
and others, who walked baTe-footed. 

In wet years, the pbarmceum mollugo (Muggekruyd) grows copioully here, and is 
faid to make the cattle, that feed on it, very fat. 

Difficult as it is to come within reach of it, we at laft fhot a Korhaan, a bird which 
in its flight cries, kok-karri, kok-carri. 

The Secretary Bird ( [falco fecretarius'), made its appearance frequently, with its 
beautiful head and long legs ; it runs very fall, and lives on the ferpents it catches. I 
■was told, that its young are not reared without difficulty, as they are very apt to break 
their legs. Yet I faw at Conftantia an old bird that was tame. They lay two or three 
eggs, and are faid to build their nefts with twigs upon bulhes. They are almolt always 
found folitary, and in no great abundance. 

The black-berries of a bulh called Kraijebofch, or Crow-bulh, were greedily de- 
voured by the crows at the Cape. 

On the 25th, we left The Fontein, and ferried over Berg-Rivier (Mountain River). 

The root of Anife (Anys Wortel) was eaten here roalled, and tailed well; it is 
either roalled in the embers, or boiled in milk, or elfe Hewed with meat. The farmers 
fometimes make their Haves dig up a large quantity of them, which they fell in town. 

The root of the Gatagay is likewife roalled in the embers and eaten, but has a bad 
and difagreeable talte. 

Wherever we went, we obferved a black-beetle ( trichius laticollis) occupied 'the 
whole day throughout in rolling large balls of dung with its hind-feet, and conllantly 
going backwards. With its fore-feet it digs large holes in the fand, and alfo throws 
the fand on one fide with its fcutellum. It probably lays its eggs in thefe balls, which 
it afterwards buries in the fand. More than once we obferved two of the infedls here 
fpoken of affilling each other in rolling away one of thefe balls. 

The oats brought hither from Europe are now looked upon as the worfl of weeds in 
this country, as the grains are eafily lhaken out of the ears by the violence of the 
winds that prevail here, and fowing themfelves, choak up all the other born. It is to 
no purpofe to lay a piece of land fo fpoiled fallow for feveral years, for when the field 
comes to be ploughed up, the oats, having lain unhurt in the ground, flioot up afrefh. 

They gave the name of nightingale (Nachtigall) to a bird, which in its notes and 
geftures imitated feveral other birds. 

The Oppblazers (jmeumora), a kind of grafs-hopper, were caught, in the evening. 
After fun-fet they begin to make a fingular noife, by rubbing their barbed legs againlt 
their empty and tranfparent ftomach. It was fuppofed that this found was heard at a 
great diftance. As I perceived that thefe, like many other no&urnal infeds, were 
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fond of light, I ordered a large fire to be made in the field, near which they were 
caught, while they were marching up to it. Their whole body is, as it were, a bladder, 
and fo empty, that thefe creatures cannot be carried about ftuck through with a pin, 
like other infefts. 

Nefts of finches ( loxits ) made of the {talks of grafs, curioufly interwoven, hung on 
the branches of trees over ponds, with a long and narrow neck, by which the bird ufed 
to enter. This neck prevented the birds of prey from getting at the young ones, a nd 
the water, over which the neft hung on low fhrubs and bullies, kept off foxes and other 
beafts of prey. 

The cattle were liable to various grievous diftempers, of which they fometimes alfo 
died. 

The bloody ficknefs (Blaar or Bloodziekte) is a difeafe of the cattle, in which the 
veins all over the body are extremely turgid. Letting of blood and violent exercife 
were faid to be ferviceable in this diftemper. The flefli of fuch beafts as die of it, is 
not eatable. 

The fpongy ficknefs (Sponziekte) begins in this manner ; firft a foot fwells, and then 
by degrees the whole body. This diforder fometimes laft three days, but at other times 
proves fatal in as many hours. If the foot is taken off immediately, the creature’s life 
may be faved. The flefti of fuch an animal likewife is not eatable : this diftemper, in 
my opinion, can proceed from no other caufe than the bite of fome ferpent, a kind of 
reptile, which, in this warm quarter of the globe, is but too common. 

The lame diftemper (Laamziekte) is, when the cattle are unable to ftand. It comes 
on gradually, and is flow in its progrefs. After the death of the animal the bones of 
its legs are found to be quite empty, and without marrow ; inftead of which they are 
filled with water. 

The homed cattle, as well as horfes, are afflicted with the ftranguary, or a retention 
of their urine, after feeding on the Euphorbia Geniftoides, which contains a milk that 
does no injury to the ftomach and bowels, but corrodes the bladder, and efpecially ob- 
ftnufts the urinary paffages. If the penis is preffed, this vifcid matter is fqueezed out. 
The peafants therefore either prefs it out, or with a ftraw pufh it back again. When 
the cattle are fupplied with good and frefh water, this difeafe cannot get the upper hand ; 
but in fummer, when the water is thick and impure, fo that it cannot dilute the peccant 
matter, the cattle die. 

On the right fide of Groote Berg Rivier (or Great Mountain River) was feen Ribeck- 
caftle, which is a high and large folitary mountain ; and to the left, Picket-berg. We 
paffed by the Honing-bergen, and in the evening arrived at a farm belonging to one 
Griling. 

On the 26th we croffed the river called Four-and-twenty- River, and came to the farm 
of Arnhem, from thence to little Mountain River, and farther through Rood Zands- 
kloof (Red-fand Valley) to Waferfland or Roode Zand. The cleft, through which we 
paffed from the fandy plain, that lies low towards the Cape, but gradually rifes till it 
comes to Roode Zand, is one of the few chafms left by the long ridge of mountains, 
through which it is poffible for a waggon to pafs, though, perhaps, not entirely without 
danger. In fome places it was fo narrow, that two waggons could not pafs each other. 
At fuch narrow paffes as this, it is ufual for the drivers to give feveral terrible loud 
fmarlrg with their long whips, which are heard at the diftance of feveral miles, fo that 
the waggon that arrives firft may get through unimpeded, before another enters it. 

As foon as we had paffed the mountains as far as to Roode Zand, the country appeared 
much higher than the fide from which- we came. At one end this country is bounded 
' D 2 by 
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by high mountains, called Winter-hoek (or Winter-corner), becaufe their tops, ahuofl 
the whole year throughout, are covered with fnow ; at the other end it is open, with a 
range of mountains projecting into it, and forming an angle, called Moftertfhoek, and 
grows wider and wider the nearer it approaches to the fouth. 

We took up our lodging with a man of the name of De Yett, a defcendant of one of 
the French families, which came with the firft colonifts that fettled in this part of Africa, 
to lay out vineyards, and plant fruit-trees. 

Tintirinties is a name given to a fpecies of ornithogalum, with a white flower, from 
the found it produced, when two ftalks of it were rubbed againft each other. 

In order to give our cattle time to reft a little, and, in fome meafure, recover their 
loft flefh, we paffed almoft a fortnight at this agreeable place, during which time we 
had the opportunity of drying the plants and feeds we had already collected, and of 
vifiting all the hills and mountains in the environs. 

On the 28th, therefore, we fet out on an excurfion acrofs the cataraCt and the moun- 
tains, to a fadler’s, named Swieger, and the next day went on to a man of the name of 
Olivier, with whom we left our horfes, and afeended the mountain on foot. 

On the ift of OCtober, we made anincurfioa over Mount Witfen ; on the other fide 
of which was a trad of land, or rather a cleft in the mountain, narrower than Rootle 
Zand, but about four times higher. From this eminence, Table-mountain, near the 
Cape, was feen : and by reafon of the coldnefs of this place, and the backwardnefs of 
the fummer, the plants flowered here at leaft one month later, than in other parts of 
the country. Snow frequently falls here to the height of three feet, which lies feveral 
days; but higher up on the mountain, a ftill longer time. Behind this valley, moun- 
tains were feen, and behind thefe, ftill higher ridges of other mountains ; on the other 
fide of which, the Bokkevelden or Goat-fields, were faid to be fituated. In this nar- 
row, lofty, and cold trad of land, there were feveral grazing farms, but no corn was 
cultivated there, as this latter commodity could not be tranfpor ted' from thence over the 
mountains. It took us up a full hour to pafs the mountain on horfeback. 

Being returned to Roode Zand, the much celebrated Snake-ftone (Slange-fteen) was 
Ihown to me, which few of the farmers here could afford to purchafe, it being fold at a 
high price, and held in great efteem. It is imported from the Indies, efpecially from 
Malabar, and cofts feveral, frequently ten or twelve, rix-dollars. It is round and convex 
on one fide, of a black colour, with a pale afh-grey fpeck in the middle, and tubulated, 
with very minute pores. When thrown into water, it caufes bubbles to rife, which is a 
proof of its being genuine, as is alfo, that if put into the mouth, it adheres to the palate. 
When it is applied to any part that has been bitten by a ferpent, it flicks faft to the 
wound, and extracts the poifon ; as foon as it is faturated, it fells off of itfelf. If it be 
then put into milk, it is fuppofed to be purified from the poifon it had abforbed, and the 
milk is faid to be turned blue by it. Frequently, however, the wound is fcarified with 
R razor, previous to the application of the ftone. 

I was informed that the Hottentots, when bitten by a ferpent, immediately go in 
fearch of a toad, with which they rub the wound, and thus effed a perfed cure. They 
have alfo the art of extrading the poifon, by caufing another perfon to apply Iris mouth 
to the wound, and fuck it, after Ratifying the flelh all round it with a knife. 

A ferpent (Coluber /cut. adb. igy.fquam^ caudal. 124) was found here, called the 
Boomflang (or tree-ferpent), on account of its being frequently found in trees. The 
length of it was "eight feet; fupru fetus fujeus^ fqua/nis tinea- etevatn earinatis ,* fubtus 
fetus f.avefcem. 

The 
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Ihe 1 ulbaghia Alliacea (Wilde Knofflook, or wild garlic), the root of which ftnells 
very ftrong of garlic, was reported to be a charm for ferpents. 

With the poifon of ferpents, and the juice of the Sideroxylum Toxiferum (Gift-boom, 
01 poifon-tree), the Hottentots poifon their arrows, which they ufe againfl antelopes and 
wild buffaloes, as alfo againft their enemies. P 

The fcrota of Iheep are fometimes ferved up at table, roafted, and tailed very well, 
but were apt to rife on the llomach. 1 

.Lhe Aponogeton Diftachyon (Waster Uynties, or water lilies) grew in many places, 
in /hallow puddles of water, very plentifully, and from its white flowers that floated on 
the water, exhaled a mod fragrant odour. The roots roafted, were reckoned a great 
delicacy. 

Cucumbers, which were cultivated in the gardens, were ferved up at table, by way 
of defert, being pickled firft in fait water, and afterwards in vinegar, with Cayenne 
pepper. 

from a dccoffion of the folanum nigrum (or deadly night-lhade) and the fonchus 
oleraccus (or fow-thiftle), which were found growing wild near almoft every farm-houfe, 
were formed, with wax and lard, fome excellent falves, for healing of wounds and 
ulcers of all kinds, remedies which were as common as they were approved. 

The fwallows (hirundo rujlica ) were now, in the months of September and Offober, 
extremely bufy in the mornings and evenings in building their nefts, and that in the 
very houl'es of the farmers, the doors of which are feldom Ihut ; fometimes, though 
very loldom, they fix their habitations in the clefts of rocks. They build their nefts 
here of clay, which they work up with their bills, and carry in fmall feraps to their 
habitations, which thus become daily more round and complete. The fwallows, which 
confbntly return hither at this time, migrate every year from hence, as they do in 
Europe, without the country-people being able to afeertain whither they retire during 
winter. 

A report that was very general at Roode Zand, ftruck me with the greateft aftonifli- 
ment, and excited my curiofity in the higheft degree. The inhabitants all allured 
me in one voice, that there was a bufli to be found on the mountains, on which grew 
various wonderful products, fuch as caps, gloves, worfted ftockings, &c. of a fub- 
ftance refembling a fine plufh. I importuned almoft every body in the neighbourhood 
to ^procure me, if poflible, fome of thefe marvellous produffs, and I refolved not to 
leave the place till I Ihould have unriddled this myltery. In the courfe of a few days, 
l had feveral of the leaves brought me down from the mountains, which were covered 
with a very thick fliag or down ( tomentum ), and very much refembled white velvet. 
The girls, who were ufed to the management of thefe leaves, began immediately, with 
lingular dexterity and nicety, to ftrip off this downy coat, whole and entire as it was, 
without rending it. After it had been taken off in this manner, it was turned infide 
outwards ; when the green veins of the leaf appeared on one fide. Accordingly, as 
the leaf was more or lefs round or oval, divers of the abovementioned articles were 
formed out of it, the Ihape being now and then affifted a little by the feifiars. The 
ftalks of the leaves furniflied ftockings and ladies’ fingered gloves ; the fmaller leaves, 
caps. So that the matter was not quite fo wonderful, as it was wonderfully related. 
But in the mean-time, it remained /till for me to find out to what plant thefe leaves 
belonged, and this forced me to climb up myfelf the higheft fummits of the moun- 
tains, where they grow. The plant, indeed, was not fcarce in t-hofe places, but 
it coft me a great deal of trouble before I could find one in flower, or in feed, and 
when I did, I was convinced tbat^ this plant belongs to the genus of bupleurum 

| iganteum- 
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giganteum. The downy coat, refembling fine wool, being well dried, was alfo ufed 
for tinder, and anfwered the purpofe extremely well. 

Roode Zand has a fine church, and its own appropriate minifter. To this parifli, 
all who live farther down in the country mull neceffarily belong ; though they 
fcarcely come more than once a year up to the church, on which occafion they gene- 
rally bring their children with them to be baptized. 

On the 6th, having made here a fine colle&ion of plants, birds, and feeds, and our 
cattle being perfectly refreflied, we left this beautiful fpot, and penetrated into the 
country over feveral rivers, fuch as Harte-beeft’s Rivier (where we took up our lodg- 
- ing for the firft night with Michael de Ploi), Hex Rivier, Breede Rivier, and fo on to 
Matties Valley and Brandfteeg, and cr offing Mattjes Kloof, arrived at the houfe of 
Peter de Wett, near the hot bath, where we refted a day for the fake of ufing the bath, 
and of vifiting the neighbouring mountains. 

Before we reached De Ploi’s houfe, near Harte-beeft’s Rivier, we paffed by a moun- 
tain called Slangenkop (ferpent’s head), which may, perhaps, be confidered as the 
moft remarkable in its kind. It Hands feparated from the other ridges of mountains, 
like a large folitary rock, and is not very high. On one fide of it is a large and deep 
crevice, which makes this rock remarkable, as every autumn almoft all the ferpents 
of the neighbourhood creep into it, and affemble together, in order to remain there 
fecure and unmolefted, during their torpid ftate. Towards fummer, when the heat 
begins to fet in, ferpents of many different kinds, and frequently coiled up together in 
large knots, are feen coming out from this hole, in order to fpread themfelves after- 
wards all over the fields, each to its refpeftive place of abode, and by means of proper 
food, to recover the fleih which they have loft in this retreat. 

Tfie colutea vejicatoria bruifed, was ufed in difeafes of the eyes. The pyrus cydonia^ 
(or Quince-tree), grew here, being planted out for hedges. 

The hot-bath has its fource at the foot of the mountain, on the eaft fide of the ridge, 
in a fandy foil. The fprings are feven in number, one of which is very large, com- 
pared with the others. The fecond or uppermoft, is of a midling fize, to the fouth- 
ward of which the firft is fituated, and the third clofe by it. Below thefe is a fourth, 
and the fifth is fituated a few yards farther off, and between thefe two the fixth, 
which does not fpring up in any one regular place, but bubbles up alternately out of 
feveral places. The lowermoft is the largeft, and boils with great force. The water 
is quite boiling-hot, fo as even to be fit for Raiding animals in. The fmoke is feen to 
rife as it were out of a pot boiling over the fire, and continues fo to do in the ftream 
that runs down from it, to the diftance of two muftet-fhots. The fides and bottom 
of the channel have no fediment ; but a green Conferva grows in it. The ftones that 
lay in the channel, and at this time were elevated a little above the furface of the water, 
, were nevertheless covered with a grey coat, and in the channel a foft ftone was 
found, which might be fcraped with a knife, and was ufed inftead of chalk. A piece 
of blue woollen cloth did not change its colour in the water, neither did blue fugar- 
papei, a fign that the water contained no acid. By fugar of lead it was no otherwife 
affe&ed than that it acquired the colour of milk, and with powder of Peruvian bark 
it became rather brown. The vein runs always equally ftrong, without increafing 
or diminilhing ; yet the water was faid to be hotter in fummer. Linen may be waflied 
in it, without being coloured by it, and meat may be boiled in the ufual manner in 
the bath itfelf, without acquiring any difagreeable tafte j all which proves the purity of 
this water. 
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Ffonvjhe fprings, the water, in running down, gathers together into feveral cavities 
of different fizes, in which people may fit down to ufe the bath. Over two of thefe 
pits finall huts were erected for the convenience of the Company ; and to thefe cold 
\vater could be brought at pleafure from a ffcream that ran down from the mountains. 
Indeed, it would be too venturefome to go alone into this bath; as the heat of the 
water, which increafes the palpitation of the heart, drives the blood into the ex- 
tremities ; and the veins of the lower parts of the body, which are in the bath, become 
lb expanded, that the blood is derived in too great a quantity from the head, and one 
is in danger of falling into a fwoon in a quarter of an hour. Sometimes both naufea 
and vomiting fupervene. 

Among the invalids, who were here at this time for the benefit of their-health, were 
two who had a peculiar claim to our pity. The one was a countryman, who had a 
malignant ulcer in his ftomach, in confequence of being gored by a mifehievous ox : 
he could not take any thing into his ftomach except a very fmall quantity of the bath 
water, as he vomited continually. The other was a Have, who had a large flelhy ex- 
crefcence on his right fhoulder, which had pulhed the arm out of joint before ; this 
was occafioned by a fmart blow on the Ihoulder-blade, that he had received by a fall. 

The mcfcmbryanthcmim edidc grew here in great abundance, and efpecially in the 
fandy plains, and was called Hottentots figs (Hottentots Vygen) the fruit when ripe 
and peeled, tailing tolerably well ; it varies greatly in the colour of its bloffoms, which 
are fometimes red ; at other times, carnation, yellow, or white. 

On the 9th of Oftober we paffed over Maurice’s Heights to Koree. From this hill 
the mountain, in one of its Hoping fides, was feen to confift of Hate ( fchijius feriptura. 
Candida ) in laminas, but very brittle and unfit for writing upon. On the other fide of 
this eminence were feen alfo the Carrow Plains, which are very dry, fterile, and bare 
of grafs, being covered with a great number of fucculent plants only, and bulhes. 

The prickly bufh of the arduina bifpinofa now bore ripe berries, which were faid to 
be eaten by the Hottentots. 

I had here an opportunity of feeing the fame operation performed upon a great 
number of lambs, as I had before feen done with refpeft to oxen : the farmer himfelf 
callrating them with a fmall knife, with which he laid open the ferotum. The tefticles 
then were drawn out fucceffively, and very dexteroully feparated. 

In this place, where the farms Hand clofer together than elfewhere, the fheep were 
marked, and particularly in the ears. When it rained any great length of time, the 
fheep grew ftiff, and fome of them died. In confequence of this, they were alfo at- 
tacked with the dropfy (a /cites), which the peafants cured by tapping them in the 
belly. 

The fheep are fometimes Ihorn in this country, though the wool is feldom made ufe 
of ; but the lhcep-lkins are frequently given to the Haves unihorn. 

The zygophyllum morgfana, a handfome flirub, now adorned the hills with its bloffoms, 
and appeared to be very proper for arbours. 

A place or fold, where flieep as well as horned cattle were inclofed in the open air, 
was called a Kraal. This place was always near the houfe. It was furrounded either 
by a mud-wall or by very prickly' bullies. For the purpofe of letting the cattle in or 
out, an opening was left, before which was placed a gate or door. In thefe parts, 
whore there was plenty of wood, thefe kraals were inclofed. by felled trees, confifting 
of the mimofa niloiica and arduina bifpinofa , the moft prickly of any almoft in aft 
Africa. Thefe fences keep off wolves, foxes, and other beafts of prey, as well in 
confequence of their breadth, as by their prickles. 
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The rnmofa nilotica, while it is cutting down, may fometimes happen to fall* upon a 
man, and its prickles to enter deep into his body, on which occafion they may chance 
to break off, and flick faft in it. 

The antelopes eat the leaves of the mimofa nilotica , and frequently the prickles of 
it run into their feet without doing them, any injury. 

In the crevices of the mountains a great number of Daffes ( cavia capenfis) were 
found, which were generally fuppofed to have the menftrual flux : and the fand-hills 
to the right harboured near the fummit of their fides a deep white land, which was 
driven about by the wind. 

In a river, which had a fmall creek, and in this a deep hole, I faw in miniature the 
manner in which Nature forms whirpools, or Maalftroms. Above the hole, the froth 
and other impurities were carried round in a direction contrary to that of the current, 
and were drawn down in the centre. 

On account of the flooding of the rivulets we were obliged to remain here a few 
days ; and from hence we took our route on the 1 4th over the river Koree, which we 
croffed twice, and afterwards palled over Sand River, which is frequently dried up, 
to Riet Fontein (Reed Fountein) and farther over Clas Vogt’s Rivier, to a farm which 
at this time belonged to one Le Roux. 

The vifcum capenfe , a parafitic plant, was feen dilfeminated every where on the 
branches of trees (efpecially of the rbus) by means of its berries, which the birds are 
fond of. 

On the 15th, palling by Gert’s houfe, we croffed a very deep river, in our way to 
Philip Bota’s : and went from thence pafl Drolki’s houfe to Jacob Bota’s. 

Here they fliewed me a fpecimen of cat-filver ( mica argentea ) found in the mountains, 
which was mixed with a tranfparent and irregularly cryftallized calcareous fpar ; as alfo 
a kind of bitumen, which the country-people were pleafed to call Daffes-p — ; fuppoling 
it to be the infpiffated urine of the great mountain-rat ( cavia capenfis) that is found 
there. I was informed that this bitumen was to be found in great abundance in the 
cracks and crevices of the mountain, efpecially at one large projeding krants, or 
fummit. The bitumen was very impure, and known to the country-people on account 
of its great ufe in fraftures. , 

The branches of the wax-lhrub ( myrica cordifolia), the berries of which are covered 
with a fat fubftance refembling bees- wax, were put whole into a pot of boiling-water, 
in order to melt and {kirn off the wax. It refembles grey impure wax, is harder 
than tallow, andfomewhat fofter than' wax. The farmers ufe it for candles, but the 
Hottentots eat it like a piece of bread, either with or without meat. 

On the 17th, palling by Bruynties Rivier and Leeuwe Rivier (Lion River), we came 
to Keureboom’s Rivier, which is fo named from the trees (Jbpbora capenfis) which grow 
near it in abundance. 

An infufion of the root of afekpias undulata was ufed as a remedy for the cholic. 

Cryftals of gypfum, which were faid to be found in the mountains of Africa, were 
ufed for cleaning ulcers, when pounded and fprinkled upon'them. 

On the 1 8th we paffed Pufpas Valley and Rivier, and arrived at Zwellendam, the 
reiidence of one of the Company’s land-drofts, whofe jurifdiftion extends over all the 
interior part of the country that lies beyond the fpot, and whofe office is in fome 
refped, though not abfolutely, limilar to that of the governor of a province. 

The acrid berries of the f agar a capenfis were ufed both here and in other parts of 
the country in the cholic. 

a After 
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After dining with the land-droft, M. Mentz, by whom we were received with the 
greatefl hofpitality, we continued our journey acrofs the broad river, known by the 
name of Buffeljagt’s Rivier, to one of the Company’s polls, called Riet Valley (Reed 
Valley), where we flayed feveral days, to arrange the collections we had made, and to 
repair, our wretched carriage, which had been fhattered to pieces by the ftrong and 
mountainous road ; a cart fo fmall, old, and crazy, that probably nobody, either be- 
fore or after us, can boaft of having made, in fuch a vehicle, fo long and dangerous 
a journey into this mountainous country. 

The plains now began to abound more in grafs, and looked fomething like meadows. 
The mountains which had followed us, as it were, all the way from Roode Zand, now 
terminated gradually in large declivities like fteps and hills. In the fame proportion, 
likewife, the herds of cattle became larger, and occurred more frequently ; while the 
vineyards and corn-fields which, however, were not wanting as yet, grew more and 
more fcarce. 

Wc were told that infectious diftempers frequently prevailed among the cattle here, 
and that the Boandziekte was not uncommon. It was deferibed as firft attacking the 
lungs and liver, and then the other parts of the body ; in confequence of which the 
flefh became fo foft and tender, that there was hardly any cohefion left between the 


. ... 

Not far from this farm of the Company’s, which particularly furnilhes it with large 
timber, in a cleft in the mountains, flood a large wood, called Grootvader’s Bofch, 
or Grandfather’s Wood. To this we made an excurfion, with a view of becoming 
acquainted with the indigenous trees of Africa. After palling by a farm-honfe called 
Rietlteul, we arrived at Duyvenhoek’s Rivier, at a fpot which had obtained the name 
of Helle (or hell) on account of the mountain at this part forming a very deep valley. 
The foreft was very thick and lofty, but unfortunately the trees at this feafon had nei- 
ther bloflom nor fruit on them, to fatisfy my curiofity. 

Cam aflie-hout was a very fine fort of wood, ufed for the borders of chelts of drawers. 


and of other pieces of furniture. . . . , 

Stink-hoot fftink-wood), which refembles the walnut-tree, is a tall tree, and is uled 

for making writing-defks and chefts of drawers. . 

Geel-hout, or yellow wood (ilex crocea ), is a large tree, the wood of which is very 
heavy, more or lefs of a pale yellow colour, and is ufed for making tables. 

A rock cryftal that was found here was fhown to me, of the length of the little fin- 
ger, and pointed at both ends. , , , , 

A fpecies of pepper (piper cupenfe') that was found in abundance in the wood here, 
was called by the country people Staart Pepper or tail-pepper, and ufed by them as 

\Ve left our cart at the Company’s pdfl, and in the place of it procured a large wag-, 
gon tilted over with fail-cloth, together with ten frefh oxen to continue our intended 

expedition to the coafl of Caffraria. - . . , 

Not far from this farm there lived a few Hottentots, who were fometimes employed 
in the fervice of the farm arid the Company. _ They were quite mad surer brandy and 
tobacco, and feemed to place their whole delight in filth and flench. Their bodies 
were befmeared all over with greafe, and powdered with the powder of Eucku 
(diofina) ; and to fhow us refpeft as ftrangers, they had painted themfelves befides m h 
red and black flreaks. The women wore a triangular piece of flan, and the men a 
bag or pouch, on the fore-part of their bodies, for the fake of decency. Round the 
neck, amis, and waift, they were decorated with firings of blue, whit*, 
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motley coloured glafs-beads in feveral rows. Some of them wore rings of iron, brafs, 
or leather round their arms. A fheep-lkin, thrown over their hips, and another over 
their back, conftituted the whole of their apparel. The tobacco-pipe was continually in 
their mouths. They fubfift upon, their cattle, and upon bulbous roots, which they 
are very ready at finding out and digging up in the fields. * 

For want of clocks, the colonifts always meafure time by the courfe of the fun. 

On the 23d and 24th we palled over Krakous Rivier, and Krakous Heights (Krakous 
Hoogt), and at noon arrived at Vett Rivier, and afterwards croffing this river, palled 
by feveral farm-houfes. 

In thefe plains the aloe-tree ( aloe perfoliata), from the leaves of which the gum aloe 
diltils, grew in greater abundance than I ever obferved it to do in any other place. 

The fheep here were feeding on various poifonous plants, fuch as the rims lucidum, 
lycium afrum , &c. 

On the 25th we vifited Martin Lagrans, at Palmit Rivier, a farmer, who had as 
many fowls as fupplied him with a hundred eggs every day. 

From thence eroding Zoet-melks Rivier (New-milk River), and palling by Zwarte 
Valley, or Black Vale, we came to a farm called Wei te Vrede (Well fatisfied) near 
Valfe Rivier (or Falfe River). 

Hard-by Zwarte Valley, to the left, the rock plainly appeared to contain iron. 

On the 27th paffing by Groote Valley, or the Great Valley, and croffing the broad 
river, called Goud’s River, we arrived at Daniel Pinard’s. 

Here we were informed, the rabies canina and vulpina had prevailed. 

I obferved that the peafants here praflifed a curious method of clearing their poultry- 
houfes from vermin. Thefe houfes are conftru&ed of clay, almolt like large ovens j 
and when they are infected with vermin, the owners have nothing more to do, than to 
put a little ftraw into them, and fet it on fire, in order to be rid of thofe unwelcome 
guefts. 

On the 28 th, we pafled by a large rock, which, on account of its harbouring bees, 
has obtained the name of the Honey Rock (Honing Klip), and reached a farm-houfe, 
fituated near Attaquas Kloof. The Honey Rock yields, at a great diftance, a remark- 
able echo, that repeats feveral fyllables fucceffively, on which account it was an objett 
of attention to us in this place. 

The wood of the olive-tree (plea capen/is), which was white and very heavy, ferved 
to make chairs of. 

It is true, wheat was not fown here in great quantities, but the foil was faid to be 
fo fertile, and the roots of the thinly-fown corn to branch out fo much, that every 
grab always produced feveral ears. They allured us that they had frequently counted 
twenty, nay, as far as eighty ears, that proceeded from one root. This I conceived 
» to be fcaxcely credible, and b order to gab more accurate information on this fubjed, 
I undertook to count them myfelf in the field 5 when I found, that from one fmgle 
grab of wheat, a great many ears had frequently fprung up, though the number of 
thofe that I exambed, did not amount to more than one and forty. 

The Hottentots we had hitherto met with in our expedition had either been brought 
up by the Europeans, or in the neighbourhood of their forms, and confequently were 
often much altered from their natural ftate. Thofe we vifited now, and efpecially after 
this period, lived moftlyat a greater diftance from the Europeans, had fometimes vil- 
lages and families of their own, and prefented themfelves to us more and more in a 
ftate of nature, that is to fay, in the ftate b which we were defirous of becoming 
better acquabted with them. 

10 
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A century ago it was much eafier to fearch into, and get acquainted with, the peculiar 
manners and mode of living of this people, at which period they dwelt nearer the Cape, 
were more numerous, and enjoyed their priftine liberty. Now, the way to their abodes 
is very long, their focieties fmall, their manners and way of life much altered, and the 
whole, nation under great reftraint. 

' Some of thofe that lived as fervants with the colonifts fpoke Dutch tolerably well. 
When the farmers firft fettled in this part of the world, they found the Hottentots to be 
very much afraid of gunpowder and fire-arms, not being able, as they expreffed them- 
felves, to form the leaft idea of their arrows, meaning their balls, of which, after they 
were {hot, they could not difcern the flight j nor of their fcrews, which they could not 
pull out again, as they could nails. 

We heard frequent mention made of a Hottentot, who had died a few years before, 
and who, in confequence of having been toiled by a wild buffalo, had loft the whole of 
his lower jaw, notwithftanding which, he bad lived twelve or thirteen years after the 
accident. He could not fpeak a word ; as for his victuals, he pounded them between 
two {tones, (which are commonly ufed by the Hottentots inftead of a peftle and mortar,) 
and then crammed them down his throat with his fingers. He made, likewife, fhift to 
fmoke tobacco, by holding his hand over the aperture. . At laft he had the good for- 
tune to {hoot the very buffalo which had brought this difafter upon him. 

The leaves of the atragcnc vificatoria were ufed by the country-people in this and 
other places, inftead of Cantharides. Bruifed, and applied to any part of the body, in 
the fpace of half an hour they raifed a large blifter, which keeps open a long time. 
The root alfo cut into flices, and applied to any part of the body, draws fo powerfully, 
that if it lies on all night the fore will keep open for a month. This plant grew chiefly 
near the precipices of mountains, and is ufed in rheumatic and other pains. 

All along from Roode Zand; we had now proceeded nearly due fouth-eaft, through 
a country furrounded on both fides with mountains, of which the ridge that lay to the 
right of us was now at an end, without reaching as far as the fea-fhore. T. he ridge we 
had on our left ftretchcd ftill farther on, fo that, as we wifhed to penetrate deeper into 
the country, we were under the neceflity of crofting it. , . 

Such <1 pufifiigc may be effected through Attac|ua$ Kloof, a vale of fuch a lengthy txiat 

it requires almolt a day’s journey topafs through it. . , „ _ 1 

, On the 20th, wc took a refolution to fend our waggon this way, with Mr. Immelman, 
and to make a round on horfeback ourfelves, through the verdant and woody country 
of the Hautniquas, (which lay to the right of us, and extended quite to the iea-ihore,) 
and afterwards to crofs the mountains in another place, and job our waggon in Lange 


iClOOf 

With this view, palling by Little and Great Black Rivers, we came to Zout Fontein, 
a farm, belonging to a man of the name of Vivier ; afterwards we rode through a ^ 
woody dale, and paft a colony, where we faw only a few Hottentots tending the cattle, 
and at laft arrived at Klein Fontern, or the Little Fountain, near Wittel s Riyier. 

The following days we continued our journey paft two or three colonifts houfe, to 
George Bota, at his farm of Sandvliet, near Keerom Rrner, where we refted ourfelves 
a little. In our road we caught a yellow ferpent, fix inches long, and not venomous, 

UI1 Of the ba^of the ant by Ms, the Hottentots have the art of making ropes, by means 
of which they afeend trees, as by a ladder, when theywant to get honeyoutofthem. 
For this purpofe, they firft tie anoofe round the trunk, m which they put one foot, then 
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they fatten another noofe higher up, and when mounted in that, untie the former, and 
fo on. 

Roads, that can be properly fo called, are not to be found in all this fouthem part of 
Africa ; yet the way which people in general take, when they travel, is pretty well 
beaten in the neighbourhood of the Cape ; farther down in the country, indeed, very 
often not the leaft veftige of a road appears. Therefore, in plains that are either very 
extenlive, or covered with underwood, it may eafily happen that a traveller fhall lofe 
his way ; fo that he ought to be well acquainted with, and accurately obferve, the 
marks, by which he may get into the right road again. He mutt fee then whether 
there be any (heep’s-dung in the field, which ihews that there is a farm-houfe in the 
vicinity ; and likewife, whether he can difcover any herds of cattle grazing, or any 
corn-field. 

The country here, in general, confifted of extenfive plains, full of rich pafture, in- 
terfperfed with hillocks and valleys, that abounded in wood and water. 

The trees in the woods were large and tall, but for the molt part crooked and mif- 
fhapen, and at the fame time covered with mofs, like thofe in the northern regions. 

The Hottentot women here wore a little cockle-ihell (nerita hijirio , and the cyprcea 
moneta ), by way of ornament, both on their caps, and round their wrifts, in the form 
of bracelets. Their cap is a flip of buffalo leather, of a hand’s breadth, without any 
crown, ornamented on the outfide with thefe fliells in various rows, according to the 
different tafte and wealth of the owner. 

The Hottentots of this place had a cuftom, which is not general with this nation, of 
■wearing a bag of leather, that hung by a flrap over their lhoulders, quite down on their 
hips. At the lower end it was ornamented with thongs of leather, like fringes, to 
which were tied fliells, that made a rattling noife. This bag ferved to keep various 
articles .in. 

Other Hottentot women wore on their heads a ttriped conical cap, made of feveral 
narrow flips of black, white, and brown lamb-fikins, in their natural ftate, fewed toge- 
ther. Thefe caps were alfo, fometimes, decorated with glafs beads, fixed on them in 
various forms, or hanging down like firings of pearls. 

Round their arms and legs they generally wore rings of ox-hides, which I had here 
the opportunity of feeing made. The flips, cut from the hide, were beaten till they 
were quite round, and both the ends ftuck fo fall together, that it could not be per- 
ceived where they were joined. Thefe rings they afterwards forced over their feet, 
wearing, efpedally the women, fuch a number of them, as to cover half the leg or 
more. I have alfo fometimes feen them wafh, and afterwards greafe thefe rings. 

In the eggs of oftriches, as I was informed, a ftone was fometimes found, which was 
fet, and ufed for buttons. 

. There are inftances of an European’s having married a Hottentot woman, who has 
then been baptized. But it has more frequently happened, that a colonift, without 
regular marriage, has had feveral children by a Hottentot miftrefs, and that thefe chil- 
dren have been baptized when they were feveral years old. 

In many places I obferve the land to have been fet on fire for the purpofe of clearing 
it, though in a very different manner from what is done in the north. Divers plains 
here produce a very high fort of grafs, which being of too coarfe a nature, and unfit 
food For cattle, is not confirmed, and thus prevents frelh verdure from lhooting up ; 
not to mention that it harbours a great number of ferpents and beafts of prey. Such a 
piece of land as this, therefore, is fet on fire to the end that new grafs may fpring up 
from the roots. Now if any of thefe places were 'overgrown with bufhes, thefe latter 
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were burned quite black, and left Handing in this footy condition for a great length of 
time afterwards, to my great vexation, as well as that of other travellers, who were 
obliged to pafs through them. 

Almoft every day we were wet to the fkin, in confequence of deluging fliowers of 
rain, which were fonietimes accompanied with thunder. Though at this feafon they 
have always fine weather near the Cape, it appeared as if winter and the rainy feafon 
had not yet taken leave of this part of the country. The rain was the more trouble- 
fome to us, as, befides that we had no opportunity of getting Ihelter here, and the ihort 
intervals of fun-lhine were not fufEcient to dry us when wet to the Ikin ; the ground, like- 
wife, efpecially of the hills, was now fo wet and flippery, that our horfes being, accord- 
ing to the invariable cuftom of the country, unfhod, Humbled continually, and in many 
places we were in great danger of breaking our arms and legs. 

On the 2d of November we were overtaken by fome remarkably heavy fhowerSj 
when we eroded Quaiman’s Drift, a river which, like many other rivers here near the 
fca, riles and falls with the tide ; and, after paffing through feveral woody vales and 
rivers, at length arrived at Magerman’s Kraal, a colony or grazing-farm, belonging to 
F rederick Seelf. 

More weaiy and wet, or in a worfe plight, we never could have been, and worfe we 
could never have been accommodated than at this place. No European dwelt here, 
but a black female Have acted in her mailer's abfence as miftrefs of the houfe, and had. 
the fuperintondance over a great herd of cattle, and over the Hottentots that tended 
them. The houfe was an oblong cottage, conHructed of timber, and daubed all over 
with clay. In this l and my companions, with a great number of Hottentots, were 
obliged to pafs the night, happy to have fome kind of fhelter from the rain, wind, and 
cold. 

As in the courfe of the few days fince we had left our waggon, we had made fome 
collections, and therefore could not poffibly flow every thing upon our horfes’ backs, 
we wore under the necellity of taking three oxen from the houfe above-mentioned, to 
carry our baggage, and three Hottentots to lead them. 

Oxen are much ufed in thefe parts, when tamed and broken in by the Hottentots, . to 
carry burdens. Thefe oxen have a hole through the cartilage of their nofe, in which 
is put a Hick, at both ends of which are faftened flraps, like a bridle, by the help of 
wliich the oxen are guided. 

In different places we obferved pits dug, like thofe in which wolves are ufually caught, 
and in which, when well covered over by the Hottentots, buffaloes and wild beafts are 
taken. 

The Hottentots always carry the javelin or two (Affagays ) with them on their jour- 
neys. Thefe affagays confiff of an iron-fpear hollowed out on each fide about fix inches 
long, with or without an iron fhaft, which is fometimes round and ftnooth, and fome- 
times grooved. This fpear is faff ened with thongs of leather to a flender round flick, 
five feet long, made of the affagay wood (curtifia faginea\ and tapering towards the 
end. With thefe lances, which they throw with great dexterity to the diftance even 
of one hundred paces, they defend themfelves againft their enemies and wild beafts, 
and are able to kill with them, buffaloes, and other animals. 

Inltoad of China-vefl'els and calabaihes, poverty had taught them to ufe the Ihells of 
the tortoifes, which frequent the bullies in the fandy plains, particularly the tejiudo 
minirta and gconctrica. 

From their frequent befmearing themfelves, as well as from the heat of the climate, 

the Hottentot women have always very flabby breafts, that hang down very low. And 
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therefore, at the fame time that they carry their infants on their back, they can with 
the greateft eafe throw the bread to them over their fhoulder. Thefe in fhape and fize 
fometimes very much refembled calabafhes ; but among the curious fights that attracted 
our notice in this folitary place, was a Hottentot girl, whofe breafts were fo long, that 
they hung down as low as to her thighs, and were the largeft that I ever faw among 
this people. 

Here, alfo, I learned a curious way of baking bread fpeedily without an oven. The 
flour was kneaded up with water in the ufual manner to dough, of this afterwards a 
thick cake was made, which was laid in the embers, and covered with them, fo that 
in confequence of the heat communicated to it, it was foon thoroughly baked ; but 
the allies that adhered to it made it fo dirty, that they were obliged to fcrape it before 
they could eat it. 

The Hottentots always fit before the fire, fquatted down upon their hams, on which 
occafion the women conftantly lay the covering of their modefly, which is here worn 
in the form of a fquare, underneath them. The huts in thefe parts were formed of 
wooden flakes, round, and were convex and low, and covered with Itraw mats, in the 
form of a hay-flack, with a fmall aperture in the front, where the fire is made. 

At the dawn of day, on the 3d of November, we fet out again on our journey, and 
croffed feveral rivers, fuch as the Krakakou, Ao, Koukuma, and Neifena. The woods 
we paffed through were narrow, and full of prickly bufhes. We could find no other 
paffage through them than the tracks of the Hottentots, fo that we were obliged to 
creep on all fours, and lead our horfes by the bridle. Auge, the gardener, having 
travelled this way before, was now our guide, and we had left the Hottentots with our 
oxen behind us. In the afternoon, we arrived at Koukuma Rivier. We forded over 
one of its branches, and intended to pafs through a thicket to a farm which we dif- 
covered on an eminence on the other fide of this thicket, belonging to one Helgert 
Muller ; but we had not advanced far into the wood before we had the misfortune of 
meeting with a large old male buffalo, which was lying down quite alone, in a fpot 
that was free from bufhes, for the fpace of a few fquare yards. He no fooner difco- 
vered Auge, who went firft, than roaring horribly he rufhed upon him. The gardener 
turning his horfe fhort round, behind a large tree, by that means got in fome meafure 
out of the buffalo’s fight, which now rufhed ftraight forwards towards the ferjcant, 
who followed next, and gored his horfe in the belly in fuch a terrible manner, that 'it 
fell on its back that inftant, with its feet turned up in the air, and all its entrails hang- 
ing out ; in which ftate it lived almoft half an hour. The gardener and the ferjeant, 
in the meantime, had climbed up into trees, where they thought themfelves fecure. 
The buffalo, after this firlt atchievement, now appeared to take his courfe towards the 
fide where we were approaching, and, therefore, could not have failed in his way to 
' pay his compliments to me, who all the while was walking towards him, and in the 
narrow pafs formed by the boughs and branches of the trees, and, on account of the 
ruffling noife thefe made againft my faddle and baggage, had neither feen nor heard 
any thing of what had paffed. As in my way I frequently Hopped to take up plants, 
and put them into my handkerchief, I generally kept behind my companions, that I 
taight not hinder their progrefs ; fo that I was now at a fmall diftance behind them. 

The ferjeant had brought two horfes with him for his journey. One of them had 
already been difpatched, and the other now flood juft in the way of the buffalo, who 
was going out of the wood. As foon as the buffalo faw this fecond horfe, he became 
more outrageous than before, and attacked it with fuch fury, that he not only drove 
his horns into the horfe’s bread and out again through the very faddle, but alfo threw 
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it to the ground with fuch violence, that it died that very inftant, and all the bones in 
its body were broken. Juft at the moment that he was occupied with this latter horfe, 
I came up to the opening, where the wood was fo thick, that 1 had neither room to 
turn my horfe round, nor to get on one fide. I was therefore obliged to abandon him 
to his fate, and take refuge in a tolerably high tree, up which I climbed. 

The buffalo having finifhed this his fecond exploit, fuddenly turned round, 'and 
fhaped his couMe the fame way which we had intended to take. 

From the place I was in, and the eminence I had gained, I could plainly perceive 
one of the horfes quite dead, the other fprawling with its feet and endeavouring to rife, 
which it had not ftrength to do, and the other two horfes fhivering. with fear, and un- 
able to make their efcape ; but I could neither fee nor hear any thing of my fellow- 
travellers and companions, which induced me to fear that they had fallen victims to the 
firft tranfports of the buffalo’s fury. I therefore made all poffible hafte to fearch for 
them, to fee if I could in any way affift them ; but not difcovering any traces of them 
in the whole field of battle, I began to call out after them ; when I difcovered thefe 
magnanimous heroes fitting faft, like two cats, on the trunk of a tree, with their guns 
on their backs, loaded with fine fhot, and unable to utter a fingle word. 

I encouraged them as well as I could, and advifed them to come down, and get 
away as faft as poffible from fuch a dangerous place, where we ran the riik of being 
once more attacked. The ferjeant at length burft out into tears, deploring the lofs of 
his two fpirited Heeds ; but the gardener was fo ftrongly affected, that he could fcarcely 
fpeak for fome days after. 

Thus we went back to the very fpot from which we fet out, and, after paffing fome 
very tirefome hills arrived at the place of our deftination ; but as the ferjeant could not 
crofs the river without a horfe, I took him up behind me, and after having left him 
my horfe, walked on to the houfe. 

Here my firft care was to difpatch fome Hottentots to the thicket, to take the faddles 
off the two horfes, which hereafter might be of fervice. Thefe Hottentots armed them- 
felves with lances, their ufual weapons, and informed us that they had before obferved 
that one folitary buffalo haunted that wood, which, as they faid, was fo fpiteful, that 
he had been driven away from the herd by the other buffaloes, and was obliged to live 
alone, 

No European was to be found in this place, there being none but Hottentots, nor 
any other hut than thofe which were inhabited by the Hottentots themfelves, and which, 
on account of the vermin they harboured, no European, even in a cafe of the greateft 
neceffity, could ever think of lodging in. 

We were therefore obliged, with a ftraw mat under us, a faddle under our head, 
and a fire at our feet, to pafs the night in the open air. Fortunately for us, the fky 
was very clear and ferene ; but at the fame time the cold was fo great, that we could 
not fleep, being obliged every hour to rife and warm ourfelves all over before the fire, 
for the purpofe of making which, w r e had had the forefight to order a fufficient quan- 
tity of logs and brufli-wood to be brought to the hut the night before. 

Hemp (cannabis fativci) was cultivated here by the Hottentots in a very fmall inclo- 
fure. This is a plant univerfally ufed in this country, though for a purpofe very differ- 
ent from that to which it is applied by the induftrious European. Ihe Hottentot^ loves 
nothing fo well as tobacco, and with no other thing can he be fo eafily enticed into a 
man’s fervice; but for fmoking, and tor producing a plealirig intoxication, he finds 
this poifouous plant not fufficiently ftrong, and therefore in order to procure hunfelf 
this pleafure more fpeedily and delicioufly, he mixes his tobacco, with hemp chopped 
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very fine. It is furprifing, that this nation, although, before the arrival of the Europe- 
ans it had no intercourfe with the reft of the world, and confequently was ignorant of 
the ufe of tobacco, fhould, notwithftanding, become fo diftractedly fond of this poifon- 
ous plant ; and that for it and brandy they could be induced to fell to the Dutch a 
confiderable portion of their land near the Cape ; a tranfadlion which has coft them fo 
dear, both with refpedt to their liberty and to the land of their fore-fathers. 

On the 4th we quitted this place, and in the evening reached Peter Plant’s farm, 
called Melkhout Kraal, near the Deep River. 

The ferjeant was obliged to put up with an ox by way of nag for two days, as no 
horfe was to be found hereabouts ; this anfwered tolerably well, though it was very 
fatiguing, as well on account of the breadth of the ox’s back, as becaufe he could ufe 
no ftirrups. 

On the 5th we crofted Pifang Rivier, to go to Jacob Bota’s farm, called alfo Pifang 
Rivier. 

This farm, which was entirely a grazing farm, was fituated not far from the fea-fhore, 
and a whole fociety, confifting of more than fifty Hottentots, were here in the fervice 
of this farmer, lived in his vicinity, and were fupported by him. The harbour here 
was very wide and beautiful. 

The farmer himfelf was not at home, having fet out for the Cape that very day ; but 
an old faithful Hottentot was in the mean-time our kind and attentive holl, and gave us 
all neceffary afliftance. 

My two fellow-travellers, not having yet got the better of their terror, and wearied 
out with the many croffes they had met with in the courfe of their journey, now refolvcd 
here to fet bounds at once to their dangers and their curiofity, fmall as this latter was, 
and to make the beft of their way back from hence to the Cape, where they might get 
more wine to drink, and be lefs liable to be frightened by buffaloes. But when I 
reprefented to them what a cowardly appearance this would have, and that they had 
made but a fmall collection as yet, likewife that we were feparated from our waggon, 
our other fellow-traveller, and the reft of our baggage ; adding befides, that though 
they fhould accompany me no farther, I was neverthelefs determined to purfue my 
journey, they were at laft perfuaded to alter their refolution. 

However, I let my doleful companions reft here for a few days, while I vifited the 
fea-fhore, and the adjacent mountains, which were covered with fhrubs and bufhcs. of 
various kinds, and particularly with the arduina bi/pino/a, fo that in feveral places they 
■were impenetrable ; and in thefe I was frequently fo much entangled, that I was obliged 
to crawl for a long way on the tops of the ftiff bufhes, which with their fharp prickles 
tore my hands and clothes all to tatters. The bare-footed Hottentot who accompanied 
me, was fo much lacerated and fo bloody, as to be a real obje& of compaffion ; but in 
my fearch after plants, having loft my way in the thicket, we had no other refource 
left. At the foot of the mountains were flat rocks, pa which feals lay fleeping in the 
fun ; a circumftance, whence the mountain' has its name of Robbeberg (or Seal Moun- 
tain). It proje&s a great way into the fea, like a peninfula, and is covered with fmall 
fea-fhells [concha). 

The Robbeberg is a Angular mountain, and different from any other that I have feen 
in Africa. Its middlemoft ftratum is a very firm concretion of round and irregularly- 
fhaped pebbles, and indurated lime, about four fathoms broad. It perfe&ly refembles 
a piece of mafonry. The uppermoft ftratum appeared to me to be a brownifh rock. 
The lowermoft is fand-ftone. On another fide of the mountain there is a heap of 
indurated land, which the water has fcooped holes into. ' In fome places the find had 
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concreted with clay in a tubular form, and large mafies of it had fallen down. The 
flat foot of the mountain, towards the fea, had various holes in it of different lizes, fome 
of them as round as if they had been turned, and others oblong. On one fide, the 
loweft ilratum was a whitifh-grey quartz, that was greafy to the touch. The moun tain 
had, moreover, long clefts and crevices, in which hung a number of thick ftalaftites, 
covered with a fine down-like fubftance, which was fometimes quite green. The fand- 
ftone was of a very fine grain. 

Th ejlrelitjia, with its yellow flowers and blue nedarium, grew near this fpot, and 
was one of the moft beautiful plants, of which the bulbs were procured to fend to Eu- 
rope. The Hottentots were faid to eat the fruit of it. 

The Hottentots were at no great pains in drefling their vi&uals. Buffalo’s flefh was 
merely cut into flices, and then fmoked, and at the fame time half broiled in the embers 
over a few coals ; this was eaten without bread, though, perhaps, it was in the firft 
ftage of putrefaction. 

It is a cuftom among the Hottentots, that if a cow is barren, Ihe mull be killed ; but 
in this cafe its flelh is eaten by married people only, and not by thofe that are Angle. 

Greafe is the great dainty of the Hottentots, which they are not only fond of eating, 
but can alfo drink without finding any inconvenience from it. 

The fmall huts of the Hottentots are at times fo full of vermin, both of the hopping 
and creeping kind, as not to be habitable by them: they are then forced to remove 
them to another place, a removal which does not take a very long time, neither is it 
particularly expenfive. I have feen it performed with the greateft agility and difpatch. 
Firft, a few withies were fixed in the earth, and bent in the form of arches to determine 
the height of the hut, and give it a rotund figure. Thefe are afterwards covered with 
ruflies, or mats made of rulhes ( cyperus textilis), which keep out both wind and rain. 
All round the bottom dung is laid, to make the hut tight and clofe in that part. 

Su Koa (Potteflaan) was the name given by the Hottentots to a drum they fometinies 
ufed to beat to their mufic. Over a pot with water in it was extended a fheep-fkin, 
which had previoufly been well foaked, and was tied round the edge of the pot with a 
leathern thong. The fingers of the left-hand being placed near the edge, and the 
thumb in the middle, they beat with the two firft fingers of the right-hand upon the 
other edge, which produced a dull heavy found, that had nothing pleafing in it. To 
this wretched mufic a Hottentot would dance in the following manner : holding in his 
right-hand a firing fattened to the roof or wall, and remaining on the fame fpot, he 
hopped firft on one foot, and then upon the other, all the while beating rime with them. 
During this he writhed his body in various curves, and threw his head from one fhoulder 
to the other in a femicircular direction ; all the while finging, and all this to a certain 
modulation. One of thefe dances will fometimes laft a confiderable time, and throws 
the dancer into a violent perfpiration. They always wipe the fweat off their faces with 

fox’s tail* 

I obferved feveral things for which the Hottentots had no words in their own lan- 
guage, fuch as Coffee, Houfings, Company (Compagnie). 

The women carried their infants on their backs under the fheep-fkin, which they call 
a Krofs; the child was fattened by a leathern ftrap that went round the mother’s and its 
own neck, and was farther fecured by another ftrap that paffed over the krofs under its 
pofteriors, the mother all the while attending to her bufinefs as ufual. 

Some of the women here wore firings of glafs-beads round their legs, others had the 
dependent fides of their krofs ornamented with beads, which, among other things, they 
receive of the farmers for their wages.- Others had a tortoife-fhell hanging at their backs, 
voi. xvi. F m 
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in which they preferred either their tobacco or bucku (diofma). For want of clay 
tobacco-pipes they ufe wooden ones. 

The farmers themfelves, for want of proper veffels, were often obliged to keep 
then* milk and honey in leathern, bags. 

The fields hereabouts were full of wild buffaloes, fo that it was not uncommon to 
fee a hundred or two of them in a herd. They generally lie ftill in the thickets and 
woods in the day-time, and in the night go out into the fields to graze. 

The houfe in which we were lodged was roomy and large, well conftru&ed of clay, 
with doors, and with fhutters before the window-holes, as glafs windows could not 
be ealily procured from fo great a diftance as the Cape. The whole roof in the kitchen 
was hung with thick flices of buffalo’s flefh, which, bang dried and fmoked, they eat 
as hung-beef. 

Buffaloes were Ihot here by a Hottentot, who had been trained to this buiinefs by 
the farmer, and in this manner found the whole family in meat, without having re- 
courfe to the herd. The balls were counted out to him every time he went a Ihooting, 
and he was obliged to fumifh the fame number of dead buffaloes as he received of 
balls. Thus the many Hottentots that lived here were fupported without expence, 
and without the decreafe of the tame cattle, which conftitute the whole of the farmer’s 
wealth. The greateft part of the flelh of the buffalo falls to the lhare of the Hotten- 
tots, but the hide to that of the mafter. 

The Hottentots dreffed the buffaloes’ hides in the following manner : the hide was 
ftretched out on the ground by means of flakes, after which warm alhes were ltrewed 
over it, and the hair fcraped off with a knife or fpade. 

For want of the fhoes ufually worn in other places, which could not be procured fo 
far up in the country, and which frequently even the farmers at the Cape cannot 
afford to buy, they generally wear here what are called field-fhoes, which the country- 
people ufually make themfelves, in a way peculiar to them, for the moll part of buffalo, 
leather, fometimes of neats leather, and fometimes, though more rarely, of the ftriped 
hide of the zebra. 

It was pleafing to obferve with what cordiality the Hottentots, as well thofe who 
lived upon the farm, as the ftrangers who had accompanied us hither, offered each 
other the regale of the tobacco-pipe. Having fet themfelves down in a circle, the 
pipe went from one to the other round the whole company. • Each man taking a few 
large whiffs, at laft gets his mouth full of fmoke, a fmall part of which he fwallows, 
and puffs out the remainder through his nofe and mouth. , 

From the woods of Houtniquas the peafants, who live near the diftrifl of Mufcle 
Bay, fell both rough and cut timber, notwithftanding the length and roughnefs of the 
road ; but from hence the farmers have nothing elfe to carry to market, except oxen 
for flaughter, and butter. If any kind of navigation were fet on foot, either from 
this coaft or from Mufcle Bay, the carriage would be eafier, and the commodities, 
efpedally the timber, cheaper ; but this has as yet either not been thought of, or elfe, 
perhaps, it has not been deemed of any ufe. 

Our creft-fallen ferjeant having now in fome meafure recovered his fpirits, and pro- 
cured the loan of a faddle-horfe here, we refumed our journey on the loth of Novem- 
ber, travelling up the country, and towards the mountains, in hopes, on the other 
fide of them^ of meeting with our waggon, and better fortune. Paffing by another 
form, belonging to Bota, we went through two rivers to Malagafs Kraal : and after- 
wards proceeded up Keureboom’s Rivier to Jackall’s Kraal. 


At 
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At Keureboom’s Rivier, Houtniquas Land terminated on this fide, a land abounding 
in grafs, wood, and buffaloes. We farther rode over the mountains, and all along 
them beyond Keureboom’s Rivier to Peter Jager’s farm. 

Here we were refrefhed, thirily as we were, with Hottentots fack-milk, as it is called, 
which, perhaps, few travellers, unlefs urged by extreme thirft, will be able to prevail 
on themfelves to tafte. It is a very acid, cool, and refrefhing milk, remarkable as 
well for the veffel in which it is kept, as for its great age. I had formerly imagined, 
that the four milk of Norrland (in Sweden), which is feveral months old, was the 
oldeft milk in the world, but I now found that the Hottentots fack-milk might at leaffc 
be confidered as grand-mother to the Norrland milk. The veffel in which it is kept, 
is the hide of an antelope (Eland, Capra Oreas), which is fewed up clofe together, 
and hung up againft the wall. Other hides were faid to be not fo-fit for the purpofe. 
In one of thefe facks thus hung up, new milk is put, which turns four and coagulates. 
Every day more new milk is poured in, which likewife foon coagulates, as the fack is 
not cleaned out for the fpace of feveral months at leaft, and frequently not for a year 
or two. 

The Hottentots feldom chum any butter ; and when they do, it is only to befmear 
themfelves with. The Maquas Hottentots are faid to churn in the following manner': 
new milk is poured into a leather bag, which two Hottentots holding by the ends, lhake 
the milk in it from one end to the other, till it coagulates. 

On the x ith, we paffed over the very lofty mountains that lead to Lange Kloof, in 
our way to farmer Matthew Zondag’s. Watery clouds hung all over the mountains, 
by the piercing vapours of which, though it did not rain, we were wetted quite to the 
fkin. The fides of the mountain that we paffed over, were fometimes fo fteep, and 
the path fo narrow, that we did not crofs it but at the hazard of our lives, and fhud- 
dered when we looked down the precipice. The country on the other fide, or Lange 
Kloof, was very elevated, in comparifon with that from whence we came, and confe- 
quently the mountains there were low, when compared with the dreadful height which 
they exhibited on the other fide, towards the fea coaft. 

At this farm they made foap from a ley, prepared from the Canna Bufh (Salfola 
Aphylla), which was boiled a long time and infpiffated ; when mutton fuet was added 
till the mafs acquired a proper confiftence. It was then poured out, and formed into 
long lquares. 

On the 13th, we paid a vifit to Peter Frere, a man who was a great hunter or ele- 
phants, and had made long journeys, as far as into the country of the Caffres. Among 
other particulars, he informed us, that the Hottentots cannot count farther than five 

in their own language. '? 

On the 16th, going from this man’s farm here, called Mifgunft (or Envy),_ on the 
banks of Diep Rivier (or the Deep River), we paffed by another farm of his, near 
Aapies Rivier, in our way to Klipp-drift, and afterwards acrofs Krakeel Rivier, to 

Matthew Streidung’s. _ 

Here I faw a great number of tombs, confifting of fmall heaps of ftones. I ltnctly 
enquired after their origin, but no European could give me any account of them. An 
old Hottentot informed me, that the inhabitants of this traft had died of ulcers, in great 
numbers, which gave me no fmall reafon to conclude, that this place had been well 
inhabited, and even populous, and that it was the fmall-pox which had made this 
extraordinary devaftation. 

On the 17th, after palling Peter Nickert’s farm, called Onverwagt, we went over 
Waageboom’s Rivier, to Henry Kruger’s. 
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The wild Turkey (Tantalus), which now began to make its appearance, was faid to 
quit the country during the winter, and to return in the months of September and 
October. 

' The Meloe Chichorei, with its many varieties, devoured the beans, and other pro- 
ducts of the gardens. 

In Lange Kloof it is very cold in the winter, and fnow falls, juft as at the back of 
"Witfen Mountain. 

On the 1 8th, we arrived at Thomas Frere’s, near Kromme Rivier (or Crooked 
River). 

The country as far as here, gradually fank lower and lower as it proceeded towards 
the fea-fhore, fo that Lange Kloof was far more elevated than the country about 
Kromme Rivier. 

On the 19th we arrived at ElTebofch, a fine foreft, in almoft a plain and level 
country. It had rained the whole day, and it continued pouring during the evening 
and night, fo that being wet to the fkin, we were under the neceffity, four of us, to 
crouch under the tilt of our waggon, in expectation, of better weather in the morning. 
The Hottentots, who accompanied us, were obliged to take fhelter under the waggon, 
as it was quite impoffible to keep up any fire. ' 

On the 20th, fair weather and fun-lhine ; but as we could not get at any dry 
clothes, we were obliged to let thofe we had on, dry on our bodies in the fun. We 
now rode on to Diep Rivier, Leuwe-bofch Rivier, and fo on to Zee-ko Rivier, 

Here we were informed, that lions were fometimes feen in the mountains, and 
that they had formerly reforted thither in great numbers; but were now moftly 
extirpated. 

The Bread-tree (Zamia Caffra) is a fpecies of palm, which grows on the hills, below 
the mountains,, in thefe traCts. It was of the height and thicknefs of a man at mod, 
very much fpread, and fingle. I have fometimes feen from one root, two or three 
ftems fpring. . It is out of the pith ( medulla ) of this tree, that the Hottentots contrive 
to prepare their bread. For this purpofe, after fcooping out the pith, they bury it 
in the earth, and leave it there for the lpace of two months to rot, after which they 
knead it, and make it into a cake, which, in their ufual flovenly and filthy manner, 
they flightly bake in the embers. I obferved that the tree ftood in dry fterile places, 
between ftones, and grew flowly. 

At Kromme Rivier, a fhell-fifh (JMen Jil'tqua) was faid to be found in holes in the 
banks, which it is impoffible to catch by digging after it ; but the method of fifhing 
for it was, by running a flake into it, and then drawing it out. 

The ridge of mountains, which at Roode Zand we had on our left hand, and after- 
wards m Lange- kloof on the right, and which were continued quite from Witfcnberg 
now terminated here before it reached the fea-fhore; whereas the ridges on our left 
hand were continued farther, and had the Carrow plains behind them. 

The berries of the Guarri bufh (euclea mdulata) had a fweet tafte, and were eaten 
by the Hottentots. Bruifed and fermented, they yield a vinegar, like that made from 
Fontac. ** 

The craffula tetragon a, as being fomewhatof an aftringent nature, boiled in milk, in 
the quantny of a handful, is ufed as a remedy for the diarrhoea* 

On the aad, we arrived at Jacob Kock’s, near the mouth of Sea-cow River, not 

far hom the fea-fhore, a man whom we now vifited for the fecond time in the courfe of 
our journey* 


12 
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The interior coat of the ftomach of fheep, dried, pulverized, and taken inwardly, was 
faid to excite vomiting, and to be ferviceable in fevers. 

The blood of a hare was afferted to be a cure for the St. Anthony’s Fire, if rags 
dipped into it, and then dried, were worn upon the body, but not applied to the part 
afl'efted. 

Many people here likewife concurred in affuring us, that the blood of a tortoife, ufed 
externally, as well as internally, was of the greateft fervice to fuch as were wounded by 
a poifoned arrow. 

At this place we ftaid feveral days, as well with a view to regulate and put in order 
what we had already collected, as to inveftigate all the neighbourhood, and likewife 
to give reft and pafture to our weary and emaciated cattle. 

During this time, however, we made a journey on horfeback to Cabelijauw Rivier, 
and from thence to Camtour’s Rivier, which is very broad and deep, and by which alfo 
Looris Rivier empties itfelf into the ocean. 

Hottentots and Caffres lived promifeuoufly near this river, as on the frontier of the 
two countries, the real Caffraria beginning feveral miles further up in the country. 

The Caffres that lived here, were taller than the Hottentots, more undaunted and 
valiant, better made, blacker, and ftronger. They wore round their arms, by way 
of ornament, rings, either of iron or ivory, and were armed with javelins, which they 
knew much better how to manage than the Hottentots did. The ivory rings were half 
an inch in breadth, and they general wore feveral of them on each arm. 

Their dances were extremely curious. Two or more of them placing themfelves 
fide by fide, or back to back, balanced themfelves on their toes, ftriking the ground 
now and then with their heels ; during which, they moved every limb, and almoft 
every mufcle, efpecially their eyes, forehead, neck, head, mouth, and chin, keeping 
time in every motion. The mufic to this dance was a rough fereaking kind of finging, 
accompanied fometimes with a whiffling noife, to produce which, they drew their lips 
on one fide, {hewing their teeth, from between which the found iffued. The women 
kept running about all the while, finging and jumping to the fame time, with a con- 
tinual motion of their head and limbs. 

In the tip of one ear they had a hole, in which was ftuck a porcupine’s quill. 

We were fhewn here ear-rings of two different lhapes, made of copper, mixed with 
filver, which they faid they had obtained from nations living farther up in the 
country. 

Here too we faw balkets wrought by the Hottentots, that were fo tight and clofe, as 
to hold milk or water. Bottles alfo made of the bladders of the rhinoceros, were ufed 
for the fame purpofe. 

The Caffres, as well as the Hottentots, have in each village, or horde, a chieftain, 
on whom they frequently beftow that appellation of captain, and who is their leader in - 
their hunting expeditions, and againft their enemies. 

Thefe nations, though deftitute of fire-arms, neverthelefs kill buffaloes and wild 
beafts with their javelins, called affagays. When a Caffre has difeovered a fpot where 
feveral buffaloes has affembled, he blows a pipe, made of the thigh-bone of a fheep, 
which is heard at a great diftance. In confequence of this, feveral of his comrades 
run up to the fpot, and furrounding the buffaloes, and at the fame time approaching 
them by degrees, throw their javelins at them. In this cafe, out of eight or twelve 
buffaloes, it is very rare for one to efcape. It fometimes happens, however, that while 
the buffaloes are running off the premues, fome one of the hunters, who ftands in the 

. way. 
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way of' them, is tofied and killed, which, by the people of this nation, is not much 
regarded. When the chace is over, each cuts off his fhare of the game that is killed. 

Befides the wild animals they may chance to take in hunting, the Caffres, who 
inhabit the moft delightful meadows that can be imagined along the coaft, poffefs 
large herds of tame horned cattle. Their oxen are commonly eafy to be diftinguifhed 
from others, as they cut them in the lower part of the neck, in fuch a manner, that 
long flips of fkin hang down from it ; they likewife do the fame with refpedt to their 
ears, and force their horns to grow in various Angular forms. The Company got 
formerly from them and the Hottentots, a great number of cattle, fit for daughter, in 
exchange for tobacco, brandy, glafs-beads, and bits of iron $ but now this is feldom 
the cafe, although this traffic is prohibited to all the farmers. 

The Hottentots, in the fervice of the colonifts, frequently ufe tobacco-pipes of clay, 
though thefe are fo Ihort, that the bowl of the pipe comes into contadb with their 
lips. They are ihort, becaufe in the carriage of them to fo great a diftance from the 
Cape, they are apt to break. But otherwife, both Caffres and Hottentots ufo a pipe, 
either made of a long, flender, and hollow ftick, with a hole near one end of it, in 
which is put another hollow ftick that is ihort, and has at top a cylindrical ftone, 
which is hollowed out, and is the bowl that holds the tobacco j or inftead of the 
long ftick, an antelope’s horn, viz. of the capra oryx , near the pointed end of which 
is bored a hole ; in this is put a ihort hollow ftick, and upon that the ftonc-bowl. 
In fmoking, they ftretch their mouths over the wide end of the horn, and draw in a 
few large whiffs. The fmoke they keep fome time in their mouths, and then fwallow- 
ing a part, puff the reft out again. The pipe then pafles on to the next, and fo goes 
round the whole circle. "When ftrangers come to a kraal or village, they are always 
treated with the tobacco-pipe, which circulates in due form from one to the other. 

The Hottentots had boiling vefiels of burnt clay, of their own making. 

The beans of the guajacun ajrum , though a poifonous ihrub, axe boiled and eaten 
by the Hottentots. Their water they keep in the inteftines of animals. The women 
who carried their children on their backs, gave them fuck under their arms, by bend- 
ing the little creatures’ heads down to the breaft. 

Sea-horfes (or Sea-cows, Hippopotamus) were ftill to be feen in. great numbers in 
Camtpur’s River ; though many of them have been fliot of late, and confequently 
their number has been greatly diminiilied. The proceffus mamillaris of this animal Was 
faid to be an effectual remedy for the ftorre and gravel. We wounded indeed feveral 
of thefe huge beafts, but could not kill them ; neither did any of them come up the 
following night, though we ftaid till the next morning. 

A few Hottentots who had pitched their tents here, for the purpofe of confurning a 
fea-horfe that had been Ihot fome time before, lived in the midft of fuch a ftench, that 
we could hardly pafs by them without being fuffocated. 

A great number of the Caffres accompanied us back to Sea-cow River, and difplayed 
various fpecimens of their arts, probably with a view of getting fome of our good 
tobacco, to which they had taken a particular fancy. 

We were told here, that a colonift had been bitten in the foot fome time before by 
a ferpent, of the fpecies called Ringhals (or Ringneck) as he was walking along in 
the grafs barefoot, as is the cuftom here, in default of fhoes and ftockings, which the 
peafaats feldom wear, except when they go up to Cape Town or to church. I informed 
myfelf accurately of the fymptoms produced by the bite. It feems the man was feveral 
miles diftant from home when he met with this accident. He then immediately dif- 
patched his Have to his houfe to bring hitn a horfe with all fpeed, on which he went 

home. 
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home, niter having bound up his leg tight, in order to prevent the poifon from fpread- 
sng upwards. On his return home he grew fo fleepy, that his wife could not, without 
great difficulty, keep him awake. He alfo became quite blind in an inftant, and re- 
mained l'o for the fpace of a fortnight. His leg was fwelled to fuch a degree, that the 
lleffi covered the bandage over, like a (heath, infomuch that it could not eafily be re- 
moved. An incifion was made round the wound with a knife, and the foot wafhed 
with falt-water. He drank new milk copioufly, and that to the quantity of feveral pails- 
full in a night, but call it all up again. After this the ferpent-ftone was applied to the 
wound. By means of this he gradually recovered ; but (till, though it is now feveral 
years fincc the accident happened, he has pains in the part on any change of weather, 
and at times the wound breaks completely out again. 

The cattle, which conftituted the farmer’s wealth in thefe plains, were fubjeft to 
1'evcral, and thufe peculiar, difeafes. 

The Tung-ziekte is a difeafe of the cattle, in which veficles or bladders break out 
on the longue, difeharging a thin ichorous matter. In confequence of this diftemper 
the cattle cannot eat, but grow lean, and fometimes die. The farmers are accuftomed 
to rub the bladders off with fait. 

The Klaw-ziektc is a difeafe, in which the hoofs of the cattle grow loofe, fo that 
they cannot walk. It appears to proceed from the fummer heats, efpecially if the oxen 
have been driven on journeys in the day-time. This diftemper is efteemed here to be 
infe&ious. It is certain, that it attacks one ox after another fucceffively, fo that I 
have feen whole droves affebted with it ; but it feems to me rather to proceed from 
foinc common and general caufe than from infection. At firft they are lamed by it, 
and afterwards become unfit for journeys. This difeafe, however, leaves them in 
general of its own accord in the courfe of one or two weeks. 

I. faw fomc Chinefe hogs here belonging to different farmers. 

A yellow Chryfomela devoured and did great damage to the culinary vegetables in 
the gardens. 

In the beginning of December we directed our courfe back again, after we had re- 
freflied our oxen, and vifited the country farther up than it has as yet, on that fide of 
the Cape, been inhabited by Europeans. 

In our journey up Lange Kloof, I obferved at one farm, the no lefs convenient than 
advantageous contrivances of the hufbandmen to apply the rivulets that run down from 
the mountains, to the watering of their vineyards and gardens. The water is always 
conduced over thefe lands in a channel to the more elevated parts, from whence they 
let down little rivulets or ftreams between the vines and beds. When there is no oc- 
cafion for watering, thefe ftreamlets are flopped up with a little earth. By the fame 
methods water was carried to mills, fifh-ponds, and other places. 

On the 6th- we returned to Matthew Zondag’s, and on the 7th arrived at Wolfe- 
kraal ; on the 8 th, having crofted Keureboom’s Rivier, we proceeded to Diep Rivier, 
and on the 10th came to G-ans Kraal (Goofe Kraal). Behind the low mountains lay 
Camenaflie Land. 

The fickles for reaping corn were jagged at the edge like a faw. 

The lycyperdon carcinomale grew here on the ant-hills, the brown, powder of which 

was faid to be ufed in cancers. _ 

On the 10th we came to Ezelsjagt; on the nth to Dorn Rivier (or Thorn River), 
afterwards to Groote Dorn Rivier, keeping always to the right, and leaving Attaquas 
Kloof to the left. 


On 
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On the 13th we crofled the barren Carrow plain, and paid a vifxt to Gert van 
Nimwegen. 

The Iheep here ate the tender leaves of the mimofa nilotica. 

The Meloe Cichorei did great damage to the apple-trees and other vegetables in 
the gardens, the leaves of which they confumed entirely. 

A mefembryanthemum , with a white flower, was chewed by the Hottentots, for the 
purpofe of quenching their thirft, after it had been fuffered to putrify, and been pro- 
perly prepared. 

A fpedes of Coccus, called Harpuys, that was found on the branches of trees, was 
faid to prove mortal to fheep. 

On the evening of the 14th, we arrived at Gert Clute’s farm, at Slange Rivier 
(Snake River), which lay fo deep in the cleft of a mountain, that I fhould fuppofe no 
one would expeft to find a habitation there. 

All this traft of land was exceedingly dry and meagre, the hufbandmen’s cattle con- 
futing only of fheep. 

On the flat rocks that projected from the fides of the mountains, we obferved a great 
number of tigers, which were more common here than I have ever feen them in any 
other place. 

The foil was a clay, impregnated with fait ; and every where on the hillocks, and 
on the banks of the river, the fak was cryftallized by the heat of the fun, in like 
manner as I had obferved it to be on the hills near the Cape. 

We had now a dreadful, long, dry, and barren plain to crofs, which is fcorching 
hot in the day-time, and which, in confequence, its want of water could afford us 
no place for baiting. We therefore employed a great part of the day in baiting, and 
in the evening, when it began to be a little cooler, in refuming our journey, we 
paffed feveral large rivers, the banks of which were covered with wood, but which 
were now quite dried up ; and at length we arrived in the morning to a deferted houfe, 
fituated on the fide of the mountains to the left. 

Here we faw quickfet hedges of the Aloe Succotrina. 

On the 15th and 16th we continued our journey, proceeding to the farms of Welge- 
vunden, Watervall, and Muyfen Kraal. 

On the 17th we came to a farm belonging to one Smidt; and on the 1 8th, after 
crofling the mountains, we went through Platte Kloof. r 

As we proceeded farther on the 20th and 21ft, we paffed feveral farms in our way 
to the Company’s poft at Riet Valley. 

While we baited here, we paid another vifit to Grootvader’s Bofch, where various 
forts of trees are felled for the ufe of the Company. I hoped now to find feveral 
trees in bloflom ; but the feafon was not yet far enough advanced'. 

The Calodendrum, however, was then in 'bloffom, the honeyed juice of which I 
perceived beautiful butterflies fucking, without my being able to reach either the one 
or the other, but by the help of my gun, which I loaded with fmall (hot, and fired in. 
among the trees, I got fome. branches with bloffoms on them. 

On the 24th we croffed Breede Rivier and Rivier Zonder End (or the river without 
end), which latter is very deep, and therefore has a ferry for the accommodation of 
travellers. 

Continuing our journey on the 25th and 26th, we paffed the Company’s port at 
Tigerhook, and thence proceeded along the Rivier Zonder End, to another, poft of the 
Company’s, Zoete Melk’s Valley. 

The 
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The country was already grown very arid, in confequence of the fcorching fummer- 
heats, and the high and drying winds. 

Pfomlea pinnata (Pinwortel), was a plant, of which the country-people in many 
places complained, as being the worft weed in the gardens, on account of the roots 
fh'iking deep and firm in the ground, and confequentiy being difficult to eradicate. 

A blue Chryfomela devoured and damaged the corn. 

In a diagonal direction acrofs Platte Kloof, lay the Elephant's (Olyfant’s) warm bath, 
which I had not now time to vifit. 

The increafe of the fummer-heat had caufed the flies to multiply in fuch numbers, 
as to be even extremely troublefome at moft of the farms. In order to diminifh the 
number of them in the houfe, fmall boughs were hung up to the roof, and fprinkled 
feveral times in the day with new milk ; and when the flies had fettled on them in great 
numbers, a long bag was fet under them, into which they were fhaken down. The 
bag was then twilled round, fo that the flies could not efcape. 

The Secretary-bird, which is a great deftroyer of ferpents, after having trod them 
under his feet, and beat them with his pinions, fo that they cannot hurt him, devours 
them. This bird eats not only flefh, but roots alfo. 

Wild chefnuts (brabejum Jiellatum ) are fo eagerly devoured by the wild boars, that 
they feldom or ever leave one on the ground to fpring up, unlefs it fhould chance to 
fell between ftones. 

On the 27th we arrived at the warm bath of Zwarte Berg, or what is called the 
bath, Agter de Berg (i. e. behind the mountain). 

The fpring arifes from a hillock at the foot of the mountain, to the weftward of it ; 
and chiefly from two fources. The water is moderately warm, and depofits a great 
quantity of a light yellow ochre at the bottom of the channels in which it runs. The 
hillock confifts of an iron ore or a ferruginous lava : and is heavy, black, fhining, of 
a very clofe texture, and (trikes fire with fteel. The very road is black, owing to the 
duft of the broken ore, which lies upon it like foot. The water has a chalybeate or 
inky tafte, but by no means fulphureous. It became black on mixing Peruvian bark 
or blue vitriol with it, and white with fugar of lead. The patients here ufe the water 
both for bathing in, and at the feme time for drinking, though without any regulations 
or proper diet. The water is carried by a channel from its fource roto a boarded hut, 
where there are a few fteps, on which the patient may fit as deep in the water as he 
cfiufes. The Company has caufed a brick-houfe to be built here, the care of which 
they have left to an old man. The few rooms that are here for the accommodation of 
the patients, are parted off by means of fail-cloth into many fmall cabins } fome of the 
patients live in their own tents or waggons, and others lodge at the farm that is fituate 
at the bottom of the, hill The bath is ufed the whole year throughout, but moft in 
rummer, or from Auguft to February, The mountain above it is called Zwarte Berg 

(or the black mountain). ' . _ _ 

On the 28th we left this place, and came to a farm belonging to one JBadenhorit, 
where they were extremely bufy in threfhing out their wheat. Bams for laying up the 
corn are neither to be found, nor indeed are they wanted in a country, in which, at 
this feafon of the year, there is nothing to be apprehended from ram, fo that the farmers 
can keep their corn in a Hack in the open air. The great heat makes the ftraw fo 
brittle, that it crumbles to pieces, and therefore cannot be touched at any other time 
than in the morning and evening, when the air is become fomewhat cool. For threfh- 
ing, they prepare ui the open air, a plain and level fpot, which they fence in with a 
low and round wall of clay. Here they fcatter the com loofely about, and then -turn 
you xvi, * 0 m 
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in a number of horfes, either loofe, or, as is more frequently the cafe, joined together 
in a team, in order to tread out the grain. In the center of this area Hands a 
man, who holds the foremoft horfe by a halter, and on the outfide of it another 
man, who with a long whip drives the horfes continually round, and keeps them in 
a hard trot. Thus the ftraw is trodden quite to chaff, and rendered totally unfit for 
thatching. In this manner half a dozen men, with a few horfes, are able to threfh out 
clean in one day one hundred and twenty buihels of wheat. Oxen are feldom ufed 
for threfhing, as their dug would fpoil the corn. 

Having left this place, we croffed Booter Rivier, where we faw the fea-fhore, and 
paffing by Little Houthoek, went over Great Houthoek and Hottentot Holland’s Kloof. 
This mountain is very high, and on the Cape fide there is a road over it, that on 
account of its precipices has a moft dreadful appearance. This, and the road however, 
that goes over Roode Zand, are almoft the only, at leaf!, the moft common roads, by 
which all the inhabitants of the country mull pafs with their large and heavy-loaded 
waggons. At the foot of the mountain, lie feveral pretty farms, which, any more than 
the mountains and the fea-lhore, I did not leave unvifited. 

Here we kept new-year’s day, and, together with almoft all the inhabitants of the 
neighbourhood, went down to the fea-fide to pafs the whole day in mirth and pleafure. 

Here we found thrown up by the furge, the Trumpet-grafs (fucus buccinalis ), in 
which they blew like a trumpet. 

Finally, having fpent a whole day in croffing the very level and extenfive fandy plain 
that lies between Hottentot Holland and the Cape, we arrived at the town on the 2d 
of January 1773. 

Mv firft care after my return to the town, was not only to look over and put into 
order the colleftions of animals, plants, and feeds, that I had made during my four 
months’ journey ; but likewife to get them ready for being fent to Europe by the home- 
ward bound Ihips. Therefore, after having well dried the feed, fpread out the plants, 
and glued them on imperial paper, packed up the birds and infers in cafes, planted the 
live trees, mid laid up the bulbous roots in boxes, I fent confiderable quantities of each 
to the botanical gardens at Anifterdam and Leyden, by feveral of the homeward bound 
Dutch veffels. What I had ftill remaining, I divided into different parcels, and packed 
up for my patrons and friends in Sweden, efpecially the Archiaters and Chevaliers 
Linnaeus and Bseck, Profeffor Bergius and Dr. Montn ; thefe I had an opportunity of 
fending in Swedifh ihips, by the favour of feveral naval officers who honoured me with 
their friendfliip. 

The following months I paffed as I had done the laft year, in botanizing in the 
environs of the Cape, and in making fhort excurfions into the country, as well as in 
examining and arranging my collections, and in making deferiptions of fuch of them 
. as were new and before unknown. 

M. Sonnerat, a Frenchman, who, being an excellent draughtlman, had accompanied 
M. Commerjon in that capacity in his extenfive travels round the world, and to many 
different parts of India, was lately arrived at this town in a French veffel from the Ifle 
of France. I had foon an opportunity of making an acquaintance with him at the 
houfe of M. Berg, fecretary of the police, and more particularly while we refided 
together at this gentleman’s villa in the neighbourhood of Conflantia, where we re- 
3 nainfid a few weeks for the fake of botanizing^ and of fhooting a great number of 
beautiful Cape birds for the cabinets of the curioys in Europe. 


Among 
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Among the many excurfions we made together, we refolved, in the middle of January, 
to vifit Table Mountain, and examine what might be the produce of its fummits at 
this feafon of the year. Each of us was furnilhed with fire-arms, provifions, paper, 
and other necefiaries, which were carried by two Saves whom we had hired in the 
town for this purpofe. At three o’clock in the morning we quitted our abode, and 
afcended the foot of the mountain before the fun could rife, and by its fcorching rays 
render the journey too fatiguing to us. At a little after eight we reached its fummit, 
where it was moderately and agreeably cool. We were alfo recompenfed for our 
trouble by a great number of rare plants, efpecially of the Orcbidea, as they are called, 
which I never afterwards could meet with either here at other feafons, or indeed at all 
in any other mountain. Among thefe the orchis grandiflora , or difa uniflora (Bergii 
Plant 'as Capetfcs), was confpicuous by its beautiful flowers ; of the ferapias tabularis 
we found only one fpecimen ; the ferapias melaleuca was diftinguiffied by its black 
and white flowers, the moft uncommon in nature ; and with great difficulty, and at 
the hazard of my life, I got for the firft and laft time the blue difa longicornis , which 
is as beautiful as it is lingular in its form. This laft plant grew in one Ipot only, on a 
fteep rock, and fo high up, that in order to come at it after we had clambered up the 
fide of the rock as high as we could, I was obliged to get upon the Ihoulders of M. Son- 
nerat, when, with a long ftick, I beat down five of thefe plants, the only fpeci- 
mens that were then in bloom. M. Sonnerat, who before had not had an opportunity 
of colledting as many plants at the foot of the mountain as I had, made in this one 
day only, a collection of three hundred different fpecies ; but was fo Angularly unfor- 
tunate, though he had brought with him three pair of Ihoes for this excurfion, as to 
return to town barefooted. The number of lharp angular ftones which are rolled 
down from the mountain, and lie both at its foot and in the clefts through which the 
road goes, not only tear the foies, but alfo the upper-leathers of Ihoes; fothat your 
thin French pumps are by no means fuited for excurfions upon the mountains, which 
require Ihoes made of waxed leather with thick foies. 

Table Mountain has acquired its name from its appearing from the town and harbour 
as if it were cut fmooth and level like a table. When one is arrived on the top of it, 
it ajppears pretty even in front, but on the other fide it goes off in gradual inequalities, 
like very broad fteps. In the clefts on the top there are feveral ftreams, which run 
down to the town and its environs, and fupply them with good, fr elh, and cool water. 
I could not difcover any vifible fpring, nor any lake with filh in it, as fome pretend 
there are 5 but all the water that was there, was collected partly from rain, and partly 
from the clouds, which diffufe themfelves over the mountain, without falling down 
below in rain. On the fummit were feveral mouldered and decayed ftones, of a ftrange 
appearance, feeming as if they had been ereCted by art. 

The height of Table Mountain is 3350 feet, or, according to the calculation of 
De la Caille, 3353 feet at the weftern angle, which is the loweft. The Devil’s Moun- 
tain borders upon this to the eaft, and is thirty feet lower, though on account of its 
peak it appears to befomewhat higher. Table Mountain conftitutes, with the Devil’s 
and Lion’s Mo untains , one mountain, and is connected with them at the bottom, 
though it is feparated from them by confiderable vales at the top. 

One may afcend and defcend Table Mountain in feveral places, in front, behind, 
and at the fides, all which paths I reconnoitred this and the following years, in the 
fifteen times that I went up to the fummit in the courfe of my three years abode in the 
neighbourhood. 
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In front the mountain is acceffible only by the large cleft, which is diftin&ly feent 
almoft in the middle of the mountain. This afcent is the moft ufed, notwithftanding 
that it is the fteepeft, and particularly near the fummit, where it grows at the fame 
time very narrow, having, as it were, perpendicular walls on both fides. The foot of 
the mountain, below which the town itfelf is fituated, is about a third part of the 
height of the whole mountain ; which gradually fwells, from gently-floping hills, over- 
grown with thicknels, into fteeper eminences, covered with ftones that have rolled 
down from the fummit ; here the cleft begins, which at firft is about fifty or fixty paces 
broad, but by degrees is contraited to fix or feveu, and at the top is almoft choaked 
up with ftones of an enormous bulk. High up in this cleft I found pieces of a fine 
loofe fand-ftone of various fizes, which, when rolled lower down, crumbled away into 
fmall gravel and fand. 

Table Mountain, as well as the Devil’s and Lion’s, and other mountains, have their 
ftrata or layers in common with thofe of Europe. The uppermoft ftrata are quite hori- 
zontal, but the lower ones lie in an oblique pofition. At top, the rock appears to be a 
kind of fand-ftone, or lava ; the middle ftratum trapp, and the lowermoft flate. On 
the top of Table Mountain there are found both diffevered flones, and firm rocks pro- 
jefting from the furface, which have mouldered away confiderably, not only at the 
top and fides, but likewife at bottom, fo that large cavities are formed in them. Thefe 
fubftances are thus decayed not only by water that has been left in their cavities, but 
evidently by the very air alfo, the moiflure of which penetrates into the minute and 
fubtle crevices of thefe ftones, and diffolves them. 

The large ftones which have rolled down, and lie on the hills at the foot of the 
mountain, and have a very ancient appearance, are a kind of trapp, which have exca- 
vations in them of different magnitudes, apparently formed in them by fomething that 
has undergone a gradual decay. Thefe ftones, as well the large as the fmall, have 
frequently pieces of quartz both in the infide of them • and on the furface, which 
evidently fhews that thefe latter have not been formed there, but were inclofed in them, 
as they are not concreted with the flony matrix, which is tolerably hard, but have 
a fmooth and polifhed furface. 

The rock, in the loweft ftrata of which the mountains are formed, is of a loofe 
texture, of a dark colour, and may be fcratched with a knife. It is fometimes of a 
lighter, or of an afh-colour. Both air and water are capable of corroding it, fo tljat 
laminae of a hand’s breadth appear Handing eredl on their edge like a cock’s comb 
cryftal. Thefe lowermoft beds of llate, which are covered on the outfide with mould 
and grafs, fomethnes conftitute half the height of the mountain. And thefe beds 
run from fouth. to north, not abfolutely in a horizontal direction, but funk to the weft- 
ward, and rifing to the eaftward, with mouldered and fharp-edged laminae, which are 
continued quite below the furface of the water, as is plainly feen by the rocks in the 
fea, as well thofe that are above, as thofe that are under water. 

The old hofpital having been for a long time in a ruinous condition, as well as of an 
inconvenient firu&ure, the Company had refolved to build a new one on a larger fcale, 
and in a more convenient fituadon ; for which purpofe proper artifts, with the necef- 
fary tools and materials, had been fent from Holland. The fpot for ere&ing this edifice 
on was chcjfen at the eaftern end of the town, between Table Mountain and the citadel, 
where it would be expofed to the fun and wind. The ground-ftone was laid by Go- 
vernor Van Plettenberg, in the month of November of the preceding year ; and the 
building now went on every day, though but very flowly ; a circumftance owing to the 
interefted conduit of thofe who were appointed to fuperintend it, who not- only gained 
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by protra&ing the work, but alfo employed part of the workmen, as well as of the 
materials’, on their own private buildings. 

Two violent winds chiefly prevail on this fouthernmoft promontory of Africa. The 
one blows boifteroufly almoft every day in fummer, which is called the Goede Seafon 
(Goede Moufl'on) ; the other in winter, which is called the Bad Seafon (Quaade Mouf- 
fon). The fouth-eaft wind is violent, and attended with dry and very fine weather ; 
the north-weft is tempeftuous, and, for the moft part, accompanied with ihowers of 
rain. The former brings fhort and violent gales, following clofe upon each other, 
which often incrcafe to that degree of force, as to blow up not only dull and fand, but 
alfo gravel and fmall pebbles into the face of fuch as are expofed to it, who, bang 
neither able to fee nor go forwards, mult either ftand ftill, or elfe throw themfelves 
down upon the ground. On fuch occafions, Grangers frequently exhibit ridiculous 
fcenes, their hats, wigs, or hair-bags, being carried away by the wind the whole length 
of the ftreets. Not only boats, ,but fmall craft, are likewife fometimes overfet in the 
road, and the people in them loft, as' was three times the cafe this year ; in conlle- 
quence of which, when the wind is high, no boat will venture to go to or from the 
fliips. 

The fouth-eaft wind fprings up for the moft part towards noon, after a fine, warm, 
and calm morning ; about eleven, twelve, or one o’clock, it rifes higher, and keeps up 
till three, four, or five' o’clock, or even later, frequently leaving the evening ferene 
and agreeable. Thus the morning may be very warm, and require light clothing ; but 
on the increafe of the wind, the air begins to feel colder, and frequently one finds it 
neceffary to put on a great-coat. Thefe fudden changes are the caufe that one. is very 
liable to catch cold here, and that the inhabitants are in general fubjeft to rheumatic 
pains. This violent wind, though in fome refpefts it renders the fummer lefs agreeable 
than it would be otherwife, yet ftill it makes the heat more tolerable. 

Before the fouth-eaft wind begins to blow, the clouds are commonly feen gathering 
upon the mountains ; and Table Mountain in particular, covered at the top with a heap 
of light clouds, appears as if it wore a .periwig. On the wind’s increafing, the clouds 
are feen precipitating down the fore-part of the mountain, without producing any rain. 
Sometimes, however, it will happen, though feldom, that the wind fhall blow, and no 
clouds lie on the mountain ; likewife, that all the clouds being diifipated on the fore- 
part of the mountain, the wind fhall continue with clear and fine weather. The fouth- 
eaft wind is a low wind, driving for the moft part along the ground. The north-weft 
wind alfo is fometimes! obferved to drive the higher clouds in a direftion contrary to 
that in which the fouth-eaft carries the lower ones, and the birds are feen flying in a 
calm atmofphere between thefe two contrary currents of air. 

In winter-time the north-weft and fouth-weft winds prevail, which bring.rain, and are . 
dangerous for the Shipping that lie in the road, 

Thefe winds change in April, when, by degrees, the fouth-eaft ceafes, and is fuc- 
eeeded by the north-weft. So that .April and May are months of intermiffion, as well 
as Auguft and September, and, on the days when it does not rain, the moft pleafant 
in the whole year. 

In January, and the months following, the road is the moft reforted to by fhips from 
'Europe and the Eaft Indies, for the purpofe of taking in refrelhments at a place where 
the air is wholefome, and the moft plentiful fupplies to be had of wine and all kinds 
of provisions. When a Blip has anchored in the road, nobody from the town is fuf- 
fered to go on board of her for the firft three days, under a penalty of forty rix- 
dollars. ’ 
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The Cape may, with propriety, be ftyled an inn for travellers to and from the Eaft 
Indies, who, after feveral months’ fail, may here get refrefhments of all kinds, and are 
then about half way to the place of their defoliation, whether homeward or outward 
bound. 

Strangers that arrive here from Europe, are fometimes attacked with a diarrhoea, 
occafioned by the many vegetables and fruits with which this country abounds, but 
which is not of fo dangerous a nature here as at Batavia. 

Such Grangers as are defirous of fettling in this country, are at liberty here, as in 
Holland, to get their livelihood in what manner they pleaie or are able, either by a 
handicraft bufmefs or commerce, or, as is moft frequently the cafe, by both. 

It is a general cuftom in this country to fleep an hour or two in the afternoon, at the 
time that the heat is the greateft. 

At table, the uppermoft feat is never given to any of the guefts ; but the hoft and 
hoftefs are always feated at the upper end, one on each fide of the table, and the com- 
pany all around. The hoft always advances towards the ftranger who is his gueft, and, 
taking him by the hand, enquires after his health. If the perfon comes on horfeback 
or in a carriage, he is invited to alight and walk in. The lady of the houfe docs not 
rife, but falutes him by a nod of the head. 

The French were at this time in very little eftimation, on the one hand, becaufe they 
generally came without ready money, and were obliged to trade on credit, or elfe with 
bills of exchange ; and, on the other, becaufe the African colonifts feared, that if a 
war broke out, thefe Grangers would affift in taking the place ; in which refpcft, they 
thought themfelves more fecure with refpeft to the Englifh, with whom they were in 
alliance. A French officer, though dreffed to the belt advantage, and frequently wear- 
ing a ftar on his breaft, as a mark of his merit and his King’s favour, had but little 
refpe£t paid him ; whereas an Englifh mate of a fhip, with his hair about his ears, was 
much efteemed on account of his being flufh of money, and of his nation’s being in 
alliance with Holland. Yet it was the French who moft enriched the Cape merchants, 
as, on account of the credit they took, they were obliged to pay more than others, 
and, at the fame time, had occafion for a greater quantity of merchandize, not only for 
their fhips, but alfo for their garrifon in the Ifle of France. 

The coins current here come either from Europe or the Eafl Indies. The moft 
common from Europe, which is here always termed the Mother-Country (Vaderlaffd), 
are ducatoons, Mlings, and doits (Duyten). Ducatoons, either old or new, are, like 
every other fpecies of coin, of more value here than in Europe, in general 25I. per 
cent, more, that is to fay, twelve fhillings, or feventy-two ftivers. The Ihil lings are 
feldom any thing more than Seftehalves, fuch as in Holland are worth five ftivers and a 
half. Two-pences (Dubbeltjes), and 1 Angle pence (or ftivers), are fcarce ; as alfo are 
ducats, and the gold coin called Riders (Goude Reijers). Dutch guilders are.hardly ever 
feen. The Cape guilders are imaginary, and reckoned to thofe that receive’ falaries, at 
the rate of lixteen ftivers each. A rix-dollar is valued at eight fhillings, and a ducat 
at eighteen. Spanifh piaftres (Spanfe Matten) are willingly taken at the rate of nine 
Dutch fkellings. From various places of the Eaft Indies, rupees of different kinds are 
imported, which are equivalent to half a rix-dollar, and pafs current with every body. 
No money is coined, or fuffered to be coined in this country. 

The kind of com generally cultivated in this country is wheat, and it richly repays 
the labour of the hufbandman. Small quantities have been exported to the Indies for 
the ufe of the better fort of people there ; but the voyage has been looked upon as 
too long, and the freight too expenfive to fend any to Europe, till the preceding and 
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4us prcicnt year, when fome has been fent to Holland, where it has been found to 
be much heavier than the European wheat. Poland, the granary of Holland, having 
for feveral years paft been vifited by war, and partly laid waite, and the crops having 
been in general bad all over Europe, the Dutch Ealt India Company determined to 
fend fome frnall veffels to the Cape to import wheat ; and laft year they fent one veflel, 
and this year two frigates. For a freight of wheat, the farmer is paid eighteen rix-dollars. 
A freight contains ten Muddes, or about twenty bulhels. 

Rye is fcarccly ever fown here, except in fmall quantities for pleafure, or elfe by 
fome farmer, who choofes to ufe the ftraw for thatchings, inftead of the rejlio 
dichotmus. 

The olivc-lhrub (plea Europad ) was common on the hills near the town, as well as 
in other places. The leaves are narrower than in the European olive $ and the fruit 
feldom comes to maturity. For this reafon it is not ufed for prefling oil out of it, but 
frequently as an ailringcnt in diarrhoeas. In other refpefts, this fhrub fo nearly refem- 
bles the European, that it cannot poflibly be of a different fpecies. 

At the farms and villas near the town, European trees are frequently planted for 
the fake of ornament and fliade, fuch as the oak, chefnut, pine, myrtle, lemon, and 
orange-trees, which, when in bloffom, diffufed the mod fragrant odour. 

The fummer in Europe has a much more agreeable appearance, with its leaf- 
bedecked woods and flowery meads, which, after a 'forlorn and dreary winter, fo infi- 
nitely cheer our eyes, than it does here, where no meadows are feen ; and the woods 
are full of prickles, and of a melancholy afpect. In the meadows in Europe the 
ground is covered fo thick with grafs, as to appear like a carpet ; but here the ftalks 
of the grafs are at a confiderable diftance from each other, and exhibit in the intervals 
between them, the bare and fandy ground. 

As there are no forefts in the vicinity of the town, except the few fmall ones that 
Hand high up in the clefts of the mountains, wood, which is ufed in the kitchen only, 
is both dear and fcarce. Almofl all the fuel ufed here, is brought in by the flaves, 
who obtain it by digging up the roots of protea , and lopping off the branches of the 
underwood. Of this bruflrwood, together with the roots, the Have makes two fepa- 
rate faggots, and tying one to one end, and the other to the other end of a flick, 
carries them home on his fhoulders. Two of thefe faggots, to make which it is a day’s 
work, fell for two fkellings. 

Every flave is obliged to earn for his mafter two fkellings daily, which makes about 
eighty rixdollars in a year ; fo that in a few years the mafter gets his purchafe-money 
back again, though the flave, by fuch a heavy rental, cannot obtain the remiflion of any 
part of his flavery, which increafes with his years, and is cemented with his blood. 

Tamarinds, on account of the acid they contain, were fometimes ufed inftead of 
vinegar, in this manner : the pulp of them were rubbed on beef, cut into thin Alices, 
which, after being dried a little in the fun, were fryed in a frying-pan, and were very 
tender, and well-tailed. 

Cauliflowers, which in the gardens of the Cape, and efpecially in Robben Ifland, 
that lies juft before the harbour, are brought to fuch perfection, as not to be equalled 
in any other part of the world, are frequently pickled in vinegar, with Cayenne pepper 
(or capficwri ), and afterwards eaten with meat by way of fallad. 

Some of the farms near the Cape had fences made of pieces of iron-ore (Yzer 
Klippen), which were found in the environs. 

The ardopus echinatus (Ziekte Trooft) a low umbelliferous plant without ftalk, 
and even with the furface of the ground, grew in common near the town, o» die clay 

i hills 



48 thunberg’s account of the cate of good hope. 

hills below the mountains. On account of the hard prickles it bore, as well on its 
leaves as on its ripe feeds, it was a terrible plague, efpecially to the Haves, who go bare- 
foot, and are frequently wounded by it. 

One of the fhips belonging to the fleet that arrived at this time from. Holland, 
brought the corpfe of the governor Rheede van Oudlhom, who died on his paflage 
thither. The admiral’s ihip came into port with her colours lowered half-way, to fig- 
nify its lofs. The corpfe was brought on ihore, with all the pomp ufual at the inter- 
ment of a governor; the bells tolled, and the Ihips in the road fired a gun every 
minute, which did not a little contribute to the pomp and awfulnefs of the ceremony. 
Before the corpfe, two led horfes went in proceflion, followed by the fceptre, and the 
armorial bearings of the deceafed ; and after it came trumpets, kettle-drums, foldicrs, 
and burghers, on horfe-back, commanded by the major. By the death of this gentle- 
man, whofe favour I had previoufly acquired at Amfterdam, I fuftained a great lofs, 
with regard to the powerful fupport and afliftance which he had given me reafon to ex- 
ped from him, in his capacity of governor, in my excurfions into the country. 

During my flay in town, I vifited feveral times the Leeuwve Kop (Lion’s Head), a 
mountain that flands to the weft-ward of Table Mountain, and rifes almoft to an 
almoft inacceflible peak ; from this peak it runs out in a long floping ridge, and termi- 
nates in a curved eminence, called the Leeuwe Staart (Lion’s Tail). Below its peak, 
the Leeuwe Kop is fo fteep in one place, that if one wifhes to afeend to it, a cord muft 
be fattened to the rock, by the help of which, one mull clamber up by a fide that is 
almoft perpendicular. The uppermoft layer I found to confift of a loofe red fand, 
which crumbles away, and falling down, leaves great cavities behind it. On the very 
top of the peak, where a perpetual guard is placed for the purpofe of difeovering the 
approach of fhips, there is a fmall hut, with a fire-place in it for drefling provifions ; 
three guns, one of which is fired for every fhip that is feen ; and a flag-ltaff to hoill 
a flag on. By the number of guns fired, government is immediately informed whether 
it is a fingle fhip or a fleet that approaches. In the evening, the centinel goes down 
to his houfe, which is fituated in the cleft between Table Mountain and the lion’s 
Head. When the fhips that are deferied, approach, a flag is hoifted on the Lion’s 
Back (Leeuwe Rug), and when they enter the harbour, the colours are hoifted on 
the citadel, dll they have faluted it. If any fhip fliould come within fight of the Cape, 
and afterwards pafs by it, the flag on the Lion’s Back is ftruck, as foon as it difappears. 
The flag that is hoifted varies every month, and is like a watch-word on the field of 
battle; for the colour of the flag is appointed by the dire&ors in Europe, and made 
known only to the refpe&ive regencies at Batavia and the Cape, and in fealed letters 
to. the captains of the outward and homeward bound Ihips. Thus the captains of the 
fhips may difeover, if on a fudden eruption of war, the Cape is fallen into the hands 
of the enemy, , and in fuch cafe keep away from the harbour. In time of war, when 
any great fleet is deferied making its approach, the whole colony through the interior 
parts may be fummoned with the greateft expedition, by the firing of guns, the hoift- 
ing of flags, and the kindling of fires, which are dilpofed at certain places, and diftri. 
buted at fuch diftances, that thefe fignals may always be feen or heard from one place 
to the next. 

Robben Ifland is fituated at the entrance of the harbour, about four miles from the 
town. The Ihips that run into the harbour muft always pafs by this ifland, which , 
then hoifts the Dutch flag. Sometimes, when a itrong fouth-eafl wind prevents the 
fhips from entering, they anchor befide it. This ifland was formerly the refort of a 
great number of feals, whence it alfo derives its name ; but now thefe anima l s having 

s been 



thunberg’s account of the cape of good hope. 


49 


been driven away from it, it is become the retreat of chameleons, quails, and prifoners 
for life (called here Banditti), who are obliged to colled every day on the fea-fhore a 
certain quantity of /hells, which are burned to make lime for the buildings ereded 
by the company. Thefe prifoners for life are not only black Haves who have 
been guilty of mifdemeanors, but alfo Europeans, who have committed heinous 
crimes. 

Though the Lutherans in this town were numerous, yet they had not a church of 
their own. The bigotted zeal of the Calviniftic clergy had hitherto been able to pre- 
vent fo beneficial an inftitution from taking place, as that of an edifice to the glory of 
that God, whom they themfelves profeffed to worihip, and for the ufe and convenience 
of their fellow-citizens. The Lutherans were thus under the neceffity of performing 
their public worihip in a loft, which they had fitted up for that purpofe. Still, how- 
ever, they had not an opportunity of celebrating divine fervice oftener than when any 
Swedilh lliip arrived, the chaplain of which underftood and fpoke the German lan- 
guage. On fuch occafions, alfo, the holy communion was celebrated, and the money 
that was put into the plate became the property of the minifter. 

The Ihips now failed in different fquadrons fucceffively for Europe, a few only at a 
time, as in time of peace may be done with fafety. On the other hand, if peace is at 
all dubious, or a war breaks out, they go a great many together, in two or three fleets. 

It will foinctiines happen,, and that even by permiflion, that a foldier and afailor lhall 
change places, and fucceed each other in their refpe&ive fervices. 

Before a Ihip fails, the account is made out of every man on board, which accounts 
arc font with the lliip, or elfe may be taken out at the pay-oflice by fuch as chufe fo to do y 
fo that every one may know what is due to him of his pay. If any one fettles in a place, 
and gets other employment in the fervice, he may take up his pay every third or fourth 
month, but the guilder is then eftimated at fifteen or fixteen llivers only, fo that the 
lofs is confidcrablc. But if he chufes to leave it untouched till the end of the year, his 
account is made out in the month of Auguft, when the books are clofed, which, account 
lie may negociate at eighteen, nineteen, and fometimes twenty, llivers per guilder, and 
thus lole little or nothing. A bill of this kind is like a bill of exchange, for which the 
Dutch Ealt India Company gives the full value in Europe, and which, in the mean- 
time, is readily accepted by merchants, and others who want to remit money to Europe. 
Otherwilb, as twenty-five per cent, is gained on all money exported from Holland, in 
like manner twenty-five per cent, is loft on all money that is carried back in fpecie to 
Holland. 

The effeds of the failors and foldiers who have been taken into the hofpital, and died 
there, are fold by auction, and chiefly at that period, when the greateft number of 
patients is brought in, and when the greateft number dies. The money is laid out on 
their interment. In general the corpfe is fewed up in a cloth, and carried out in a 
hearfe $ but if the effeds of the deceafed, after the beft part of them have been em- 
bezzled, ftill amount to a fmall fum of money, a coffin is bellowed upon him often rix- - 
dollars value. If what the defund has left behind him amounts to ftill more money, it 
is expended in wine at the funeral ; and great care is always taken that nothing fhould 
he left for his relations and heirs. In general, at fuch audions the whole cheft, opened, 
but not always thoroughly examined, is fold at a venture. 

The Cape lobfter (cancer ariioi), which is caught here, is equal in fize to that 
( gammanu ) which is taken near the Swedilh coafts, but has no large claws, and is_^ 
craggy all over, and covered with ered prickles. It has a llrong and not very agree- 
able tafte. 

voi,. xvi. h The 
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The Medufa’s head ( ajierias caput Medufce ), one of the moft Angular and curious 
animals in nature, was fometimes caught in the ocean off the Cape. It is but rarely 
that it is found thrown dead upon the fhore. In order to preferve it whole and un- 
damaged for the cabinets in Europe, it muft be caught far out in the fea by fifhermen, 
who muft take great care that they do not break off any of its limbs, and that the animal 
do not too much contract and entangle its outermoft and moft flender branches. The 
animal, when alive, or juft after it is dead, is of a reddifh or deep carnation colour ; 
and, on being dried, turns greyilh. It Ihould be dried in the lhade during fine wea- 
ther, and in an open place, where the wind has free accefs to it ; for in the fun the 
animal^ melts away, and, if placed too much in the fhade, it might chance to putrify. 
For this wonderful animal the fifhermen frequently get fix, nay even fometimes ten, rix- 
dollars. It may be fent to Europe in a box filled with carded cotton. 

On the fhore juft before the town were found various forts of bivalve fliells, and es- 
pecially many large and beautiful fpecies of patellae. 

Strand Dubbeltie was the name given to a TLMinbilicus veneris , or the upper valve of a 
cockle- fhell, which was covered all over with tubercles. 

Below the mountains, and near the fhore, are feveral hillocks of fancl of different 
fizes, which are drift-fand, and fome change their place twice a year, according to the 
winds that prevail. Some of them have already begun to fettle and acquire folidity, 
and are covered with fome few plants. 

Among thefe the ridge of fand-hills below the Lion’s Tail is remarkable, which feeins 
plainly to indicate the manner in which mountains were formerly produced, and their 
different ftrata formed. This ridge of fand, which ftands juft before the battery, runs 
from fouth to north, and keeps in the fame line as the mountains near the Cape and in all 
the country do, inclining more or lefs to the eaft or weft, and confequcntly in the fame 
direction as the winds that prevail here. It increafes every year to the northward, quite 
down to the fea- fhore. At the weftern. end it forms a curve, and goes off with a gradual 
Hope, -a circumftance which is occafioned either by the adjacent fand-hill that runs in the 
fame direction, and is folid and firm, and is ufed for a place of execution, or elfc by the 
Lion’s Tail, which impedes the paffage of the wind. The fand of this ridge is loofe, 
and driven to and fro in fummer ; in winter it is fomewhat firmer from the rain, but 
ftill alinoft as loofe as a heap of drift-fnow. Some parts of it may probably be a little 
more firm than the reft. Juft as the fand is driven, the ftrata are formed, and they lie 
here, as in the mountains, inclining obliquely towards the horizon. Some layers are 
loofer, others again harder, according as the drift-fand was more or lefs pure, or mixed 
before it was hardened by the rain. Thefe ftrata run either in a ftraight line, or in 
waves or ftreaks of blacked white fand, which at a diftance give the whole ridge the 
appearance of an agate. The black fand is thrown up by the fea, as well as the white 
JJ* for ™ e . r is . 5n a 1 f a11 quantity, and the latter is driven more by the wind, and forms 
hills. This ridge of fand lies diredfly oppofite to the tranverfe end of Table Mountain. 
The top of it is level, and of a middling height j towards the fouth it goes off gradually 
with a long Hope ; to the northward it is fteep, where the fand is carried far over the 
fpot below, which is fheltered by -the ridge from the wind. The wind can, in the fuace 
of one day, lay fand an inch deep upon its furface, which commonly does not fell 
equally, but here and there m fpots. Stones, and other things that lie in the way, are 
bare on the fouthem fide, but on the northern are covered with a ridge offend running 
out in a point, juft as the fnow is difpofed in the northern regions, when it fells with a 
high wind. In the fame manner the ftrata of mountains appear to have been formed by 
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the winds and waves, and to have derived their origin from the fame caufe, viz. from 
the two predominant winds. 

The tejluda geometric a was known here by the appellation of the Syren (Syrentie) 
This land-tortoife, which probably is the moft beautiful of its kind, was found very 
common m the fandy downs among the bullies. The (hells of fuch as were very fmall 
and confequently the moft beautiful, were ufed for making fnuff-boxes. * 

Round the frills near the Cape grew the clifortia rufdfolia , and th tborbonia lanceolate 
much relembhng jumper trees, and like the poly gala heijleria , with their lharp leaves 
pricking the foot-paffengers ; while the afparagus capctijis, with its recurved thorns 
tore their clothes and retarded their pafiage, for which reafon it has received from the 
inhabitants the name of Wakt en Beetje, flop a bit. 

The tulbagbii z aliacea (Wilde Knooflook, or Wild Garlic), which grew both in the 
fands near the Cape and in other places in the country, was ufed in hectic fevers, either 
boiled in water or in fome kind of foup. 

At feveral farms near the Cape I had an opportunity of feeing wine made, and of 
receiving information with refpect to the various forts of wine, which are made here in 
great quantities. The preffing, which is done in March, is performed in general, for 
want of proper tools and contrivances, in a more Ample mann er here than it is in 
Europe. The Haves gather the grapes, and put them into a large veffel. For the 
preffing they make ufe of a veffel, the bottom and fides of which are bored full of 
holes ; this veffel is fet in the infide of a larger veffel upon a crofs piece of wood laid 
at the bottom of the latter ; this outfide veffel has a fpigot and fawcet, through which 
the juice, as fall it is preffed out, may run into a tub placed beneath. The grapes 
being laid in the inner veffel, heaped up to the brim, three or four Haves, after having 
previoufly wafiicd their feet very clean in a tub of water Handing at the fide, get into 
the veffel that contains the fruit, and holding themfelves faft by a rope fixed to the 
ceiling, trample upon the grapes, and fqueeze out the juice as long, as they are able. 
In the mean time, the muft that runs out is put into large high veffels to ferment. If 
, the aperture is obftru&ed by grapes or ftalks, fo that the juice cannot ealily run out, 
they pufh them away with a ftick to the end of which a few briftles are fixed. The 
trodden grapes, before they are farther preffed, are put, ftalks and all, upon a coarfe 
ftrainer (or the bottom of a bed) made of rattans, on which they rub the fruit with 
their hands, till the hulks go through it ; the ftalks in the mean-time remaining be- 
hind, which are now feparated and thrown away, as they are fuppofed to mqk p the 
wine aufterc and bitter. The hulks are then put into the fermenting-veffel, which the 
next morning is in full fermentation, during which procefs the thick parts fubfide, 
and the mult grows clear, when it is barrelled off, by putting a wicker-balket into 
the bung-hole of the barrel, and filtering the wine through it. The grounds, which 
remain in the fermenting-veffel, are afterwards put into a fquare veffel or vat, pierced 
full of holes at the fides and bottom, which vat is placed on a crofs piece of wood 
in a larger veffel, with a fpigot and fawcet at the fide. At the top there is a ferew of 
wood or metal, by means of which the laft drop of juice is preffed out from the 
hulks. From the dregs and hulks, that remain over from the laft preffing, brandy is 
diftilled. No yeaft is ufed for accelerating the fermentation. The white and 
green grapes yield white wine, and the red, red wine. The mufeadine grape, both 
red and white, produces the Conftantia wine, and the blood red grape, the wine 
called Pontac. Names axe bellowed accordingly as they refemble more or lefs the 
products of the European grapes, though the refemblance is not always perfect. 

11 2 A great 
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A great number of dogs are frequently kept in the farms ; they follow the cattle 
into the fields along with the Have, keep wild beafts away from the farm, fometimes: 
protect the matter from the outrages of his flaves, and are ferviceable in hunting and 
on journeys. 

The horns of the rhinoceros were kept by fome people both in town and country, 
not only as rarities, but alfo as ufeful in difeafes, and for the purpofe of detecting 
poifon. As to the former of thefe intentions, the fine fhavings of the horns taken in- 
ternally, were fuppofed to cure convulfions and fpafms in children. With refpedfc to 
the latter it was generally believed, that goblets made of thefe horns in a turner’s lathe, 
would difeover a poifonous draught that was put into them, by making the liquor fer - 1 
ment till it ran quite out of the goblet. Such horns as were taken from a young 
rhinoceros calf that had not yet copulated, were faid to be the beft, and the mofl to 
be depended upon. Of thefe goblets are made, which are fet in gold and filver, and 
made prefents of to kings, people of diftinftion, and particular friends, or elfe fold at 
a high price, fometimes at the rate of fifty rix -dollars a goblet. The horn is of a 
conical form, thick, at the bottom, and truncated at the top, a foot long frequently 
in old rhinocerofes, and is placed forward on their fnout. Two or three inches from 
this, the African two-horned' rhinoceros has another fmaller and fhorter horn. In 
colour, it mofl refembles the horn of a bullock. When I tried thefe horns, both 
wrought into goblets, and unvvrought, both old and young horns, with fevcral forts 
of poifons, weak as well as ftrong, I obferved not the lead motion or effervefcence ; 
'but when a folution of corrofive lublimate, aqua pbagadenica, or other fimilar fub- 
ftances, was poured into one of thefe horns, there arofe only a few bubbles, produced 
by the air, . which had been inclofed in the pores of the horn, and which was now dif- 
engaged from it. 

Though few countries can boafl of fo much venifon and game as this colony, ftill 
here, as in Europe, at a certain time of the year, hunting and fhooting are prohibited. 
Thus from May to Auguft, nobody is allowed to hunt or fhoot, at leaft near the 
town. 

The hofpital I very feldom vifited, as I could not poffibly derive any improvement 
from any thing I faw there. I obferved, however, in this place, what I never faw any 
where elfe, viz. that the attendants on the Tick were provided with ropes ends, with 
which they now and then corrected turbulent patients. Mirum fane morborum remediwn! 
Both in the hofpital and on board of their fhips, the Company had for the greater 
part ignorant and unlkilful furgeons ; and, in general, when a fkilful furgeon was 
found among them, he was a foreigner. When emetics or fuch kind of remedies 
were preferibed, they were fometimes written down on the head-board of the bod j 
and .of other medicines, a dofe was commonly adminiftered immediately, which were 
carried ready made up in a box after the furgeon, when he vifited the patients. What 
mofl contributes in this place to the recovery of the fick, is the excellent refrefhments 
of frefli.meat and vegetables, that are to be had here. The principal furgeon 
makes his report to the governor every day of the number and Hate of the pa- 
tients. 

At Zeeko valley the company has a farm, where flraw (rejiio tefflorwii) is cut and 
prepared for the purpofe of thatching; as follows : a bundle or fheaf, after it is cut, is- 
held by the top, and all the fhorter ftalks that are loofe in it, are fhaken off from it. 
The remaining long ones are then fpread out in rows to dry, and afterwards tied up in 
bundles. With this the houfes are commonly thatched both in town and country ; and 
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ionic times whole huts are built with it. A roof made of it lafts twenty or thirty years, 
and would laft much longer if the fouth-eaft wind did not blow a great deal of dirt 
between the thatch, in confequence of which it rots the fooner. 

Near Muyfenberg (or Moufe mountain) the wax-fhrubs ( myrica quercifolia and cor- 
difolia) grew in abundance along the fhore. The berries of them are quite round, full 
of knobs, foft, and of the fize of a pea. The berries themfelves are quite black, but 
covered with a farina of a whitilh-grey colour. They are gathered in their ripe ftate in 
the month of March, and boiled in water till all the white powder is melted off, and 
floats on the furface of the water like fat ; this, when flammed off and cooled, grows 
hard, almoft like wax, and is of a greeniih-grey or afh colour. The farmers ufe it 
for candles, when they get any quantity of it, and the Hottentots eat it like fo much 
cheefe. 

In the fandy plains near the Cape, and chiefly near the larger farms, the goldfinch 
(loxia orix) was feen now in the midft of fummer, very beautiful, of a crimfon colour, 
and in infinite numbers. Juft when the com grows ripe, he acquires hisfummer-drefs ; 
his brownilh grey feathers on the throat and back become gradually of a red colour, 
and leave only the wings and tail unchanged. The hen does not come in for her ihare 
of this beautiful attire, but remains the whole year of a grey-brown hue. 

The country-people feldom make any cheefe j and when they did, which was chiefly 
out of curiofity, the cheefes were fmall, thin, and of an indifferent tafte ; the caufe of 
which probably is the milk, which, it mull be confeffed, is poor enough compared to 
the fine rich milk produced in Holland. 

The cows, as well as the other cattle, go to the field the whole year throughout, 
being driven home in the evening, and lie within fences in the open air. The grafs 
which they feed on in thofe extenfive plains, and which is the bell and moll copious in 
winter-time, in confequence of the rain, and worft in fummer on account of the heat 
and drying winds, is in general harfh and coarfe. Hence the cows give little milk, and 
that but indifferent. For this reafon, the cattle degenerate to a certain degree in the 
courfe of a few years. The horned cattle, of which the peafants herds in this country 
confift, arc of Dutch extraction, it is true, but are at prefent greatly degenerated. A 
Dutch cow that is brought hither, and has coft forty or fifty rix-dollars, gives more 
milk than three others, but its offspring degenerates, and the third or fourth is exaftly 
like the reft, which frequently give no more than a quart of milk a. day. 

Frcfli butter, which in general is made from new milk, is fold in the town for eight, 
twelve, or fixteen flivers, and falt-butter at two, four, or fix ftivers, per pound. The 
price, however, varies with the confumption. 

Though the country is inhabited by colonifts, Hill the farms are not all held in the 
fame manner. That tradl of country which is neareft to the town and^harbour, or in 
the vicinity of them, has been fold by the Hottentots for tobacco, brandy, and other 
commodities. The other extenfive tradls of land were afterwards taken poffeflion of 
gradually by the colonifts. Thus the farms which are fituated neareft to the Cape, as 
far as Picquet-berg, and a little beyond it, are freeholds, or lands which are the un- 
conditional property of the colonift, for which he pays no quit-rent, and which he is 
at liberty to diipofe of. The other farms farther up the country, on the other fide of 
the mountains, are called Copyholds, which the colonifts have occupied with the per- 
miffion of the governor, and for each of which twenty-four rix-dollars are paid yearly 
to the Company in fine, which cannot be fold or transferred to any one elfe without 
the permiflion of the governor. The buildings upon the premifes may be fold, it is 
true, but not the land. 

Planks 
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Planks and boards, as well as beams for building, were extremely dear, as they were 
i'carce, and brought a great way from the inland parts of the country, fo that the 
greateft part of them muft be imported from Europe or the Eaft Indies. They are 
generally fold by meafiire, planks felling for two fkel lings a foot. 

Sheep’s-dung was frequently ufed for manuring the vineyards, and horfe-dung for 
the gardens. Sheep’s-dung often lies in the fheep-folds to the depth of a yard and 
more. 

Wheat-fields, vineyards, and gardens, are very numerous about the farms in the 
vicinity of the town and harbour, and there they have but few cattle. The vineyards 
in the neighbourhood of the Cape, the grapes of which being larger and riper, yield 
the bell and mod delicious wine, and confequently the more profitable, occafion the 
cultivation of wheat to be negledled in proportion, which is relinquifhed to the farmers 
that live farther up in the country. The wheat- fields are often left fallow for feveral years, 
as every hufbandman has a great quantity of land, which he can afford to keep unem- 
ployed. Whenever either a new field, or a field that has lain fallow for feveral years, 
is to be put in order, which is a difficult piece of work, fuch ground is lirfl* ploughed 
in the month of Auguft, and then again in May, after being previoufly fowed. The 
African ploughs have two wheels, one of which is fmaller than the other. 

When a youth is arrived at the age of fifteen, he muft be enrolled, and every year 
he muff refort to the place of rendezvous, in order to perform his exercife. On this 
occafion he muft take the oath of allegiance. When a father has two Tons in the mi- 
litia, he himfelf is exempt from duty. Thefe reviews, both of horle and foot, arc 
held every year, in the town for the burghers, and at Stellenbofch and Zwcllendam for 
the farmers, belonging to the colony. If any one negledts to appear at thefe rendez- 
voufes, he is fined. 

The farmers fell their merchandizes at the Cape, either to the Company of the 
burghers, but are not permitted to difpofe of any thing to ftrangers. 

Befides the regency which is, refident in the town, the country is governed by two 
courts of judicature, at which a landroft prefides. 

Stellenbofch is a village confifting of thirty houfes and upwards, with a church ; here 
a landroft refides, under whofe jurifdiction comes that part of the country which is 
fituated to the north and north-weft ; the other part of the colony that lies to the caft- 
ward is under the fway of the landroft at Zwellendam. Stellenbofch is fituated in a 
narrow valley between high mountains, which are open to the fouth-weft or towards 
Falfe Bay. It has two ftreets with oak trees planted in them, and a river running 
through them. fa 

Franfchehcck Hands not far from Stellenbofch, below the mountains, and in the 
deft of a mountain. It is remarkable for being the place which, immediately after the 
foundation of the town, was inhabited by the French refugees, who, between the years 
1680 and 1690, removed hither from Holland, and firft began to plant vineyards in 
this country. 

Drakenftein alfo is a colony in the neighbourhood of the former, and fituate under 
the fame ridge of mountains. The mountains here extend from north to fouth, juft as 
they do near the town; and this direftion of them is the caufe that the farms that are 
fituated in valleys between two mountains have their day and night at different times. 
Thole who live under the mountains 0x1 theweftern fide have day-light firft, as the fun* 
having reached the tops of the mountains, which are frequently covered with hail, and 
thence appear white, in an inftant illuminates the whole weftern fide; while, on the 
other hand, thofe who live on the eaftem fide of the valley, fee the fun longer in the 
evenings, the other fide at the fame time appearing to them enveloped in darknefs and 
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a light-blue mift, while they themfelves continue to enjoy the moll delightful fun- 
(bine. 

_ Next to the Cape, towards the north, and directly oppofite to the town, are the 
Eigers Mountains, which are in the fame direction with the Olyfont’s Kop, and the 
Blauwe Berg, or Blue Mountains, all of which are feparated from each other by 
valleys. 

Neither burghers nor hufbandmen have a right to marry till they have obtained the 
governor’s content. As foon as any perfon has obtained this, which is ufually afked on 
Thurfdays, the bridegroom receives an order, which, in the prefence of the bride, he 
delivers to the judiciary ; who, after having carefully examined matters, and found 
that the parties are not too near related, gives alfo his confent to the match, and allows 
the banns to be publifhed three Sundays following, in the ufual manner, from the 
pulpit. 

So that when the farmers take their annual journey up to town to fell their commo- 
dities, buy the necefiary articles for their families, and pay their taxes, they mull always 
take that opportunity of being united in the bands of wedlock, or of having their 
children baptized at their parilh church. 

Should the governor refufe any one his permiffion to marry, ltill he c ann ot’ prevent 
the parties contra&ed from living together, who, in fuch cafes, are frequently obliged 
to put olf their nuptials till the arrival of another governor, whofe confent they may 
obtain. Sometimes it happens that the bride has recourfe to the judiciary, who may 
think proper to order the marriage to be confummated. In this cafe, if the bridegroom 
be at that time engaged in the Company’s fervice, he may have the misfortune to be 
fent away by the governor to fome place in the Ead Indies. The fair fex here, in ge- 
neral, marry very young, and, as the boundaries of the colony have been much ex- 
tended of late, the increafe of population has likewife been very great. 

The country-people have providons in abundance, but are frequently in want of fur- 
niture. One frequently fees chairs and tables made by the farmer himfelf, which he 
covers with calf-lkin, or makes of platted leathern draps. The floors in the houfes are 
formed of earth, beaten down hard and fmooth. In order to make them hard and firm, 
they are overlaid either with a mixture of water and cow-dung, or with bullock’s 
blood, which renders them at the fame time rather llippery. 

Various forts of fruits, befides raifins, were dried for the ufe of the Ihips. 

In winter, fait meat is fometimes eaten, though very rarely ; but fcarcely any is fold 
to the iliips. 

When a form is fold in the country, the bargain is concluded, and the farm paid 
for in gilders, three of which are reckoned to a rix-dollar 

The town as well as country-people look upon this country, or their mother-land, as 
they term it, to be far fuperior to others, as it produces every neceffary of life in abun- 
dance ; though at the fame time, they are confcious that Europe, their father-land, muft 
furnifh them with every thing elfe, even to the very plough-lhare, with which they till 
this their fertile country. 

In the various excurfions I made into the country, this as well as the preceding years, 

I have been more and more convinced, that the whole promontory, called the Cape, is 
nothing but a mountain ; for all the ridges and chains of mountains, as well the greateft 
as the fmalleft, run between fouth-eaft and north- weft, and thus take the fame dire&ion 
as the violent winds that prevail in this country. They alfo run parallel to, but at une- 
qual diftances from each other, fo that fome of the vales that are interpofed between 
them, are broad, and frequently inhabited, while pthers again are very narrow. To- 
wards 
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wards the north-weft, I have not had an opportunity of feeing their termination ; they 
probably run that way as far as to the fea, without leaving any path for walking on the 
lhore. Towards the fouth-eaft, all of them, except Hottentot Holland’s mountain, ter- 
minate in a gentle declivity, before they reach the fea-fhore. It is lingular, that when 
one goes from the town into the country, from fouth to north, and paffes over a moun- 
tain, the country on the farther fide is found to be more elevated ; and if we traverfe 
the mountains that we meet with farther on, the height of the country ftill incrcafes, 
and fo on for three or four days journey. So that the country between thefe ridges is 
nothing but a vale, which is fo broad as to have obtained the name of a province, and 
is adorned with feveral farms. On afeending the mountains furrounding fuch valleys, 
we fee fimilar ridges and valleys in miniature, but much fmaller, and rarely inabited. 
The diftances between fome of the ridges may be fix miles and more, between others 
only two or three, and on the tops of the mountains no more than a ftones throw. 
Such a trad of land, however, is not plain and level, like a meadow, but deeper in the 
middle, where the deepeft rivers, formed by the conjunction of feveral branches in one, 
run parallel with the ridges of the mountains themfelves, and it gradually riles higher 
on each fide, in proportion as we approach the mountains. 

Near the Cape, which forms the fouthernmoft angle of the triangle of Africa, the 
mountains have the leaft extent. The farther one advances up into the country, and 
the broader it grows, the longer are the ridges formed by the mountains. And the far- 
ther one proceeds among the mountains, and the higher the country is, the colder one 
always finds the climate. In winter there falls fnow, or what is more frequently the 
cafe, hail, the depth of fix inches or more, which lies feveral days, and on the tops of 
mountains for weeks together, without melting. In the month of Offober I obferved 
the hail ftill lying on the fnow-white tops of the mountains, while the country below 
was clad in its richeft fummer attire, likewife in proportion as the cold increafes in 
confequence of the elevation of the country, all vegetables are later produced. The 
difference I found here and in fome other places, to amount to as much as two months. 
Near the Cape, therefore, all plants and flowers make their appearance the fooneft, the 
country there being lower, and the air milder. In like manner, the whole fouthern 
coaft, where the mountains go off with a gradual declivity, is always the warmeft, and 
is for this reason the moft populous and belt inhabited part of the whole colony. 

This defeription of the extent, appearance, and height of the mountains, together 
with the nature of the country, I hope may throw rather more light on the geography 
of this part of Africa, than we had before, at the fame time that it difeovers the reafon 
why a country fituated in fo good and temperate a climate, is in fome places extremely 
fertile and cultivated, and in others, abfolutely bare, and in faff:, almoft defert and inac- 
cellible. 

The Dutch officers, both of the outward and homeward-bound fliips, efpecially of the 
latter, difpofe here of a great quantity of merchandize of different kinds 5 the former 
brmg for fale, wines, beer, cured hams, cheefe, tobacco pipes, and fometimes haber- 
daihery and hardware ; the latter, cottons, chintzes, rice, tea, &c. And if they cannot 
difpofe of their merchandize to the dealers feparately, they put them up at a public 
auction. One likewife fees many of the burghers, who have bought various articles by 
wholefale, foil them again by auffion. Such fales by auffion are frequently held alfo 
in the lpring and winter months, on the Company’s account ; and government generally 
takes the precaution not to allow of the auffions of individuals, till the Company has di£ 
pofed of its merchandizes firlt. » 
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Of the foreign naval officers, the Englifli and Danifh carry on the greatefl trade. 
The former chiefly fell large quantities of fine and coarfe hardware, efpecially failor’s 
knives, fciffars, and other fimilar articles. The latter. In going out, fell Danifh ale and 
tar, and on their return, chintzes from Bengal. The Swedifh officers traded for little 
or nothing ; on their return, they only difpofed of a few canifters of tea, fome Nankin 
and Chinefe filks, fcarcely to a greater amount, than what they paid at their inn for the 
few days they were on fhore. Otherwife, defirable articles from Sweden are eoarfe grey 
cloth, lumber, copper, iron, brafs, fpades, herrings, and more efpecially tar, charcoal 
and iron, all which fell to great advantage. The Company charges eight rix-dollars for 
one hundred weight of iron, though it is cold-fhire, and inferior to the Swedifh. For 
all wares and commodities fold by individuals at auctions, five per cent, muft: be paid 
to the fifcal. The money for goods and wares fold by auction is not to be paid till fix 
weeks afterwards. 

Among all the different nations that frequented this place, none were fuch bold failors 
as the Englilh. They would often beat about in the roads with a ftrong fouth-eaft wind, 
while the Dutch fhips either kept the open fea, or caft anchor under Robben Ifland, till 
they got a more favourable wind. The former have for the moft part no other rule 
than their own judgment and experience, and their fhips are better failers ; whereas the 
latter have heavier and more unwieldy fhips, and are obliged to act according to the 
Company’s orders. 

Foreign fhips were faid to pay for anchorage only five hundred guilders ; but all the 
provifions they want they muft pay dear for, owing to the impofts eftablifhed by the 
company on meat and wines. Strangers pay two ftivers for a pound of meat, which the 
company has for three doits, or about a fifth part of the price. 

In the baptifm of children, the Cape clergy confider it as a drcumftance of the firft 
importance that the father fhould be known, and be prefent. If the child is a baftard, 
and its father does not difcover himfelf, the infant remains unbaptized. If the mother 
is a Black or a Hottentot, but the father a Chriftian, who requires it to be baptized, it 
is baptized. Every chriftening muft be performed in the church, for which reafon fuch 
colonifts as live far up in the country, muft take their infants with them when they go 
' to the Cape, though, as is fometimes the. cafe, it be but fix months old. 

The gardens both within and without the town, fuffer great devaftation from three or 
four different fpecies of rats which are generally termed moles. One of thefe, called 
the White Mole (Witte Moll, marmota Africana ), is of the fize of a fmall cat, and 
white all over, with a fhort tail. The fecond, called the Blaze-fronted Mole (Bles 
Moll, marmota capenjis), is fmaller, and white with brown fpots. The third (pedes 
islefs common, and very beautiful, being of a greenifh colour with a Aiming fur. The 
laft of thefe (ialpa AJiatica ) or the Gold-green Mole (Blinde Moll), burrows in the 
gardens under the furface of the ground, throwing up the mould, by which means it 
ruins both the figured trees and hedges that are made of myrtle and box. The former 
fpecies of moles alfo are found in the fand-downs near the town. 

When the people of the town planted trees before their houfes, they were very felici- 
tous to get a dead dog to put in the hole, by which means they thought the growth of 
the tree would be much accelerated. 

The Bay-tree (laurus nobilis) was in many places obferved to form fo clofe a hedge, 
that one could fcarcely fee through it. It bent likewife to the violence of the winds 
without breaking. 

The Hottentots who had committed a£ts of violence againft fome colonifts living a 
great way up the country, and had been brought hither fome time before, were now 

vol. xvl i punched. 



thunberg’s account of the cape op good hope# 


58 

puniJhed. Some of them were only flogged, others were flogged and marked befides on 
the back with a red-hot iron, and others had the tendon near the heel (tendo^ Achillis') cut 
out befides. After this they were fet free, and fent home again for a warning to others. 
They had not been taken without difficulty, as they had fortified themfelves in the 
cavities and crevices of the mountains, where they were out of the reach of fire-arms. 
Befides this, they defended themfelves by rolling Hones down upon their enemies. 1 lie 
Company had ordered not only the farmers out againft them, but alfo a corporal from 
the citadel with five men to bombard them with hand grenades. At laft they were 
taken by ftratagem, by the Hottentot Captain Kies. 

Accounts were now again received from Roggeveld, that the Boihies-men Hottentots 
had plundered and killed the farmers in that diftrift. 

In the month of March, when I paffed a whole,, day on the top of Table Mountain, 

I was gratified in the evening with a Angular and moil beautiful profpedt from this 
confiderable eminence. Table Mountain, like all other mountains in this country, lies 
in a direction from north-weft to foutli-eaft, thus leaving one of its long tides open to 
the north-eaft, and the other to the fouth-well. The fun, rifing in the call, does not 
here proceed towards the fouth, as in Europe, but towards the north, and at laft finks 
into the ocean to the weftward of the mountain. This makes an earlier morning, and 
exhibits the fun fooner on the north-eaft fide, and a longer afternoon, and later Jim on 
the fouth-weft fide. So that on the top of this mountain, about five o'clock in the 
afternoon, two different worlds, as it were, prefented themfelves to my view, of which 
the weftem ftill enjoyed the fineft fun-fhine and a clear horifon, while the eaftern was 
already covered with darknefs and a thick impending milt. This milt, which had ex- 
haled from the heated plain, and was now condenfed in the fuddenly cooled air, was f<> 
thick that no part of the whole country was to be feen, but the whole region rcfeinbled 
a fmooth unbroken cloud, and did not a little contribute to render the view on each 
fide of the mountain remarkably different, though a moment before they were much 
the fame. 

In the month of May, between the 13th and 19th, in company with Major Gordon 
and an Englifh gardener, lately arrived, of the name of Mafon, I made an excurfion 
on foot round the mountains fituate between the Cape and Falfe Bay. Having afcendetl 
the front of the valley, as high as the fummit of Table Mountain, we faw a valley to 
the right, which runs down to the fea-Jhore. To the left a fountain was feen bubbling 
up, and forming a narrow rivulet ; but it was fo much overgrown with bufhes, that its 
fource under a large rock could not be perceived. In all the flat dales of the mountain, 
both the large and fmall ones, there was mould, water, and mofs, which formed a 
kind of bog. Towards the fouth-eaft it gradually fubfides into valleys, juft in the front 
ofHnutBaay. 

Through the vale called Bahian’s Kloof (Baboon’s valley), which, proceeding from 
Table Mountain, parts the ridge of mountains that runs from Conftantia to the farihelt 
point in the fouth, we went t? Hout Baay, where there was a farm ; to the right we 
had the little Lion’s Head, a peaked mountain, refembling the great Lion’s Head near 
the Cape, and the Karfunkel (or Carbuncle) Mountain, which is oblong, and covered 
at the foot with a fine white quickfand reaching as far as to the fea-lhore. This latter 
mountain forms a promontory, the uttermoft point of which, rifing into a conical protu- 
berance that hangs over the fea, is called the Hang-lip. This is feparated, as well as 
the Lion s Head, from Table Mountain, Table Mountain has a confiderable rivulet 
at its top, a branch of which empties itfelf into Hout Baay (or Wood Bay). The fea 
at low water formed, in Hout Baay, rivers, the banks of which were fteep from the 
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tand that had fallen down. At the mouth a river was formed in a crofs direction, the 
banks of which were likewife extremely fteep from the fallen fand. The whole bay 
was full of round fand-ftones, like the fhores of the lake Vetter. To the left was feen 
Steenberg, or Stone Mountain ; at the foot of which, on the other fide, are fituated 
Great and Little Conftantia, and which runs out into the fea in a promontory called 
Steenbergenhoek, where there is a farm belonging to the company, and known by the 
name of Muyfenberg, or Moufe Mountain. 

From Flout Baay we went over the mountains to North Hoek, where three farms 
are laid out near a large pool of water. The projecting point itfelf of the mountain 
over which we had palled, is called North Hook, and the oppofite projection the Slange 
Kop (or Serpent’s Head). The downs here confifted all of quickfand, raifed into hills 
of various heights ; thofe that had been lately formed being ftill bare, and thofe that 
were of a more ancient date, overgrown with bufhes, efpecially the wax-fhrub (myrica 
coralifolla ), which frequently grew on them low and creeping. A falt-pan that lay to 
the fouth-eaft, had banks of two or three yards in height ; it was now partly filled with 
water, the furface of which was covered with flamingoes (phanicopterus ruber). Its 
bottom was fandy, or a mixture of fand and clay. In winter-time it is filled with water 
for the fpace of feveral months. It has its water from rain, and not from the fea, from 
which it is at a confiderable diftance ; confequently its water is not encreafed or dimi- 
ni filed by the tide. Duyn-hout, or Zwart-hout, was the name given to afhrub that has 
flefhy loaves, and was without bloffoms, foliis compojitis , foliolis cunetformibus carnofis. 
It appeared to be an umbelliferous plant. Here we met with the celebrated farmer 
Jan Bruyns, one of the belt markfmen in the country, and who had made the unfortu- 
nate expedition with Heupnaer to the Rio de la Goa, through the country of the Caf- 
fres, when leven of the company were mafi'acred by the Caffres, and himfelf with only 
five others efcaped. 

The Slange Bofch ( feriphium ) which grew here, was faid, when made into a decoc- 
tion, to expel worms. 

After purfuing our journey farther over the mountains to Wildfchut’s brand, where 
wc found only one Hottentot hut, fituated in a fine grafs plot on the mountain; we 
went a little way back again over the fame mountains, and arrived at Falfe Bay. 

The barren mountains, which run from Falfe Bay out into the fea, are called by the 
cokinifts, as well as by the failors, Norweegen or Norway. 

Bay Falfo, Falfe or Simon’s Bay, is a name given to the harbour on this fide, where 
the {hips only touch in winter, and where they are fheltered from the north-weft 
ftorms, fo dangerous in this feafon to the fhips that lie in Table Bay. This harbour is 
larger than that of the Cape. The fhore is not broad, and in feveral places, by 
reafon of the mountains jetting out into the fea, there is none at all. The houfes 
ftand on the tops of the hills, and are fometimes very unfit for the accommodation of 
ftrangers. A large round rock in the harbour went by the name of the Ark, 
another was called the Romance Rock ; and an illand, fituated farther out to the eaft- 
ward, Malagas Ifland. Befides a houfe belonging to the company, in which lives a 
refident, there are here an hofpital, a warehoufe, a flaughterhoufe, and a few farm- 
houfes belonging to individuals. The company’s garden lay at fome diftance. 

From Falfe Bay we went over flat and low fands, palled Muyfenberg and the com- 
pany's fifhing place, back to the Cape. In different parts of the fandy plains there 
were fmall lakes, as they might be called, of fait water, which had not yet been dried 
up by the fummer’s heat. Thefe plains, abounding as they did in water, ftill 
harboured in different parts fome Flamingoes, which, with their white and blood-red 
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feathers, adorned thefe fpots, and devoured the infe&s and worms in the water. We 
fhot one of them, and broke the wing bone, which prevented the bird from flying ; 
but we had ftill the greateft difficulty to catch it, as with its long legs it waded through 
the water, which was a foot deep, much fafter than we were able to follow it. 

On the lit of June, being Whit-Monday, there arofe a very high north-weft wind, 
with violent hurricanes and ihowers of rain ; at night, in this ftorm, the Jonge Thomas, 
one of the four ihips belonging to the company, that were ftill in the road, having 
loft all its anchors, one after the other, was driven on the fands near the lhore, at 
Zout Rivier, and, in conlequence of its heavy lading, fplit into two pieces in the 
middle. The furge rofe to an amazing height on the fhores towards this fide, and 
Zout Rivier was fo fwollen, that it was alihoft impafiable. . It is true, from the middle 
of May to the middle of Auguft, the Company’s fhips are prohibited from lying in the 
road ; yet it fometimes happens, that the governor permits it in order to avoid the 
inconveniences of victualling and lading the Ihips in Falfe Bay. Independently of the 
lofs fuftained by the company, as well in Ihips as merchandize, there perifhed alfo 
unfortunately on this occafion, a number of the crew, who, for the want of alliflance, 
were loft, and met with a deplorable death, very near the land. Only fixty-three 
men efcaped, one hundred and forty-nine being unhappily drowned. 

The fhip had. fcarcely ftruck, which happened juft at day-break, when the moft 
efficacious expedients were ufed to fave as much as poffible of the Company’s property 
that might chance to be thrown on fhore, though I could not perceive that the 
leaft care was taken to deliver a Angle foul of the crew from their forlorn and miferable 
fituation. Thirty men were inftantly ordered out, with a ftripling of a lieutenant, from 
the citadel, to the place where the (hip lay, in order to keep a ftrift look-out, and pre- 
vent any of the company’s effects from being ftolen j and a gibbet was erected, and 
,, at the fame time an edidt iffued, importing that whoever fhould come near that fpot, 
lhould be hanged up immediately, without trial or fentence of judgment being patted 
upon him. This was the caufe that the compaffionate inhabitants, who had gone out 
on horfeback to afford the wretched fufferers fome affiftance, were obliged to turn 
back without being able to do them the leaft fervice : but, on the contrary, were, 
together with me, ocular witneffes of the brutality and want of feeling fhewn by 
certain perfons on this occafion, who did not beftow a thought on affording their fellow- 
creatures, that fat on the wreck perifliing with cold, hunger, and thirft, and were 
almoft in the arms of death, the leaft affiftance or relief. 

Another circumftance contributed to render this otherwife diftreffing feene ftill more 
afflicting. Among the few, who were 'lucky enough to be able to fave their lives by 
fwimming from the wreck, was the gunner, a man with whom I was acquainted, and 
met with feveral. times afterwards in the town: he had ftript himfelf quite naked, in 
order that he might fwim the eafier, and had the good luck to come alive to fhore, 
which was not the cafe with every one that could fwim ; for many were either dallied 
to pieces againft the rocks, or elfe by the violence of the furf carried back again to fea. 
"When he arrived on lhore, he found his cheft .landed before him 5 but juft as he was 
going to open it, and take out his great coat, the lieutenant, who commanded the 
party, drove him away from it ; and though he earneftly begged for leave to take out 
the clothes necefiary for covering his naked and Ihivering body, and could alfo prove 
by the key, fattened, according to the tailor’s cuftom, to his girdle, as well as by his 
name cut out on the lid of the cheft, that it was actually his property, he was, never- 
thelefs, forced to retreat without effecting his purpofe, by this unmerciful hero, who 
gave him feveral fmart blows with a cane on his bare back. After he had patted the 
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whole day naked and hungry, and expofed to the cold winds, and was going to be 
taken in the evening to town along with the others who had been faved from the wreck, 
he again afked leave to take a coat out of his cheft to cover himfelf with ; but this 
having been previoufly plundered, he found empty. On entering the town, where he 
arrived ftark naked, he met with a burgher, who took compaffion on him, and lent 
him his great coat. Afterwards he, as well as the other unfortunate wretches, was 
forced to run about the town for feveral days together, begging for victuals, clothes, 
and money, till at length they were fupported at the company’s expence, and taken 
back again into its fervice. 

Another adtion that does great honour to humanity, deferves the more to be recorded 
here, as it fhews that at all times, and in all places, there are both good and confiderate 
people, as well as fuch as have nothing human but the fhape. An old man, of the 
name of Woltemad, by birth an European, who was at this time the keeper of the 
beafts in the menagerie near the garden, had a fon in the citadel, who was a corporal, 
and among the firft who had been ordered out to Paarden Ifland (Horfe Ifland), where 
a guard was to be fet for the prefervation of the wrecked goods. This worthy veteran 
borrowed a horfe, and rode out in the morning with a bottle of wine and a loaf 
of bread for his fon’s breakfaft. This happened fo early, that the gibbet had not 
yet been ere&ed, nor the edict polled up, to point out to the traveller the neareft road 
to eternity. This hoary fire had no fooner delivered to his fon the refrelhments 
he had brought him, and heard the lamentations of the diftreffed crew from the wreck, 
than he refolved to ride his horfe, which was a good fwimmer, to the wreck, with a 
view of faving fome of them. He repeated this dangerous trip fix times more, bring- 
ing each time two men alive on Ihore, and thus faved in all fourteen perfons. The 
horfe was by this time fo much fatigued, that he did not think it prudent to venture out 
again ; but the cries and intreaties of the poor wretches on the wreck increafing, he 
ventured to take one trip more, which proved fo unfortunate, that he loft his own 
life, as on this occafion too many from the wreck rulhed upon him at once, fome of 
them catching hold of the horfe’s tail, and others of the bridle, by which means the 
horfe, both wearied out, and now too heavy laden, turned head over heels, and all 
were drowned together. This noble and heroic aftion of a fuperannuated. old man, 
fufficiently Ihews that a great many lives might probably have been (aved, if a ftrong 
rope had been fattened by one end to the wreck, and by the other to the fliore. Along 
this rope either a balket or a large copper veffel might have been hawled to and from 
the Ihib, with a man in it each time. When the ftorm and waves had fubfided, the 
Ihip was found to lie at fo fmall a diftance from the land, that one might have almoft 

leaped from it on Ihore. ... 

The vigorous meafures taken to preferve the Company’s effects and merchandize, 
were not, however, fo efficacious, as to prevent certain perfons in office from enrich- 
ing themfelves confiderably on this occafion. For when whole horfedoads of iron 
from the wrecks could be fold to the fmiths in town, it is eafy to conceive that their 
confidences would not ftand greatly in their way, if they could lay their hands upon 
portable and valuable commodities. The foldiers alfo were fo careful when on guard. 
That nothing ihould be pillaged from the wreck, that they themfdves every night, 
when relieved, marched into town with their mulket-barrels fluffed full of iolid gold 
lace, which, though fomewhat damaged by the fait water, anfwered very well when 
thrown into the melting-pot. 

Though the hardeft hearts frequently are foftened by the uncommonly feverenuf- 
fortunes and diftreffes of their fellow-creatures, .and though great and noble athons 
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have at all times been able to excite the gratitude and benevolence of the fellow- 
citizens of the perpetrator ; yet (I am forry to fay it) I have it not in my power to con- 
clude this melancholy picture with fome delightful trait of generous compaflion on 
the part of the governor towards the poor fufferers, and efpecially towards the drowned 
hero, or of fome noble remuneration of his fon. For when, lhortly after, this young 
man folicited for the employment of his deceafed father, which was a port: of fuch 
fmall importance, that it could neither be confidered as a recompenfc, nor could it be 
envied him by any one, it was refufed him, and given to another. 

This unfeeling bon vivant of a governor, rich in money, but poor in fpirit, per- 
mitted him, neverthelefs, afterwards to do what others confider as a puniflunent, viz. 
to go to Batavia, where he hoped to find kind patrons and a wider field for making 
his fortune in. And here he would doubtlefs have attained his defircs, had he lived 
longer ; but in the very unwholefome climate whither he was now gone to fee his 
only brother, a merchant, he died, before an order arrived from the directors of the 
Company in Holland (which did as much credit to them, as it ought to have accumu- 
lated fliame upon the officers of the Cape), viz. that the fons of Woltemad for the 
fake of their father, fhould be rewarded and promoted in every way that could poflibly 
be done. On this and fimilar occafions, I have obferved, how much an enlightened 
mind and a generous heart are to be prized among the gifts of fortune, above riches 
and honours ; and how infinitely thefe latter are exalted by the former, if they tire 
united with them, in which cafe they command every one’s efleetn. 

I now alfo perceive the reafon why the Europeans, both failors and foldiers, are in 
many refpefts treated worfe and with lefs compaffion, than the very Haves themfolves. 
With refpeft to the latter, the owner not only takes care that they are clothed and 
fed, but likewife, when they are fick, that they are well nurfed and have proper 
medical attendance. The former go as they can, viz. naked, or dreffed in tattered 
clothes, which, perhaps, after all, do not fit them ; and when one of them dies, it is a 
common, faying, that the Company gets another for nine guilders. 

The violent hurricanes from the north- weft have more than once occafioned fliip- 
wreck in thefe roads. In 1692, three veffels, one Englifh and two Dutch, were driven 
on fhore and loft. From the fame caufe, thirty years ago, in the month of May, feven 
of the Company’s fhips were faid to have been wrecked and loft. 

On the 31ft of July a Have was executed, who had murdered his mafter. The 
delinquent being laid on a crofs and tied faft to it, firft his arms and legs were burned 
in eight different parts with jagged tongs, made red hot ; afterwards liis arms and legs 
were broken on the wheel, and laftly, his head was cut off and fixed on a pole. The 
judge that tries and condemns the criminal, is always prefent, and walks in proceffion 
to the place of execution, in order to give folemnity to the ceremony. The foldiers 
form a circle. The place of execution is between the town and the citadel, on a fmall 
eminence. 


On the 8th of Auguft, a flave was hanged for fotne great crime. 

After malefa&ors have fuffered at the place of execution, within the town, they are 
always brought out in the evening to the gallows without the town, where they are 
either hanged, and that generally m irons, in which manner the fkeleton may be pre- 
ierved for a long time, or elfe drawn and quartered. There are two gallows out of the 
town, one at the entrance to the harbour, under the Leeuwe Staart (Lion’s Tail), on 

w “i c " f uro P eai f T a f e hanged, and the other beyond the citadel, near Zout Rivier, on 
which Haves and Hottentots are executed. 
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Zout Rivier (or Salt River) is a river of ccmfiderable fize, which derives its fource 
r^ a k 6 ^ ount 4 ain ? difembogues itfelf into the harbour. The water here is 
fait, from the admixture of fea water, and rifes and falls with the tide. 

The oak (qucrcus robur) and apricot (primus Armeniaca ) bloffomed in Auguft, the 
former, juft after it had thrown out its leaves, and the latter, before it had any leaves, 
lhe aldei alfo (bstula cilnus ), as well as the almond and peach-tree, were now in 
bloUbm. 

In the winter-months, when much rain fell, the water was in fome places feen mill- 
ing like a torrent through the clefts of the mountains, down the higheft, fteep, and 
bare rocks. 

, Though the colony is inhabited to a great extent, and the Hottentots are almoft ex- 
tirpated, yet it fometimes happens that Haves run away and hide themfelves, and that 
chiefly in the mountains. But it is very uncommon for a foldier or failor to run into 
the country, as he would eaftly be difeovered there. When an unconverted Have 
runs away and is taken, he is beaten by his mafter or the officers of the police £ but 
if a Chriftian delerts from the Company’s fervice, he is hanged. The money laid out 
in the purchafe of the former, faves him from death, but the eftabliihed laws do not 
fpare the latter. 

For the ufe of the foldiers in the citadel, cooks are taken into it, who drefs victuals, 
and fell them out in portions to the foldiers. Every foldier receives from the Company 
three pounds of bread twice a week. 

Every foldier pays out of his wages two ftivers per month to the courier for boots, 
and is befldes obliged to keep guard for him. 

Thofe wretches that are guilty of beftiality, are not put to their trial, or imprifoned, 
but are immediately drowned, as being unworthy to appear before the judge, or to be 
vifited by a clergyman. In this manner a Have was now executed. 

'fhe filcal is independent in his office, not being fubordinate to the governor, and 
accountable only to the dire&ors in Holland. When difputes and contentions arife 
between burghers or others, he fines them. The fine here is not proportioned to the 
crime of the offenders, but, for the molt part, fuited to their circumftances. The 
fifeal therefore, to whom thefe fines furailh a confiderable revenue, treats turbulent 
anti offending perfons as a phyfician does a plethoric patient, of whom he always draws 
blood in proportion as the ftrength of his habit will permit. 

Conftantia, confifting of two farms, called Great and Little Conftantia, which are 
fftuated below the eaft fide of Table Mountain, is celebrated for its highly delicious 
wine, known by the name of Conftantia or Cape wine, which is fold in Europe at fo 
high a price. This wine is extremely fweet, agreeable and lufeious, and only fit for the 
deflert, as, on account of its fweetnefs, if drank in abundance, it lies heavy on the 
ftontach. Of the red wine, about fixty pipes are made, and of the white about ninety ; 
yet the vintage here, as in other places, is different in different years. Thefe two farms 
were for a long time the only fpots which, by reafon of their fituation, could produce 
this delicate wine ; but lately fome other farms in this diftrid, and in a few other places, 
have been able to bring their wines to the fame degree of excellence. But as the Com- 
pany has refervod to itfelf the exclufive fale of the Conftantia wine, which confequently 
is confidered as contraband, and is not to be bought or tranfported to Holland under 
that name by individuals, they have hit upon the expedient of giving their -.vine, which 
in point of goodnefs does not yield to Conftantia, the name of Mag wine (or Stomach), 
which in general is fold to the naval offices of foreign nations cheaper than the Conftan- 
tia wine itfelf. 
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It is remarkable, that the governor increafes his revenue by every pipe of wine put- 
chafed on the account of the Company. The Company ufually pays forty rix-dollars for 
every pipe, and the feller gives a receipt for forty, but receives no more than twenty- 
feven rix-dollars, three being deducted for the clergyman’s tythe. Ordinary wine is 
fometimes fold at the rate of ten rix-dollars a pipe, as was the cafe one year that I 
was at the Cape. As a pipe contains about one hundred and twelve gallons, the wine 
is confequently very cheap. In like manner other perfons in office make confiderable 
profit on every thing that paffes through their hands, which they are indeed often 
obliged to do, as their falaries cannot fupport them in a country where moft of the 
neceffaries of life are many times dearer than they are in Europe. Thus, while the 
governor makes ten rix-dollars of every pipe of wine that is fold, other officers find their 
advantage in giving leave of abfence to people who receive pay from the Company with- 
out doing any fervice for it. Some make their fortunes by falfe weights, others by 
damaged goods. A ihipwreck fills the pockets of many. In confequence of the rapa- 
city of their captains and their mates, the failors feldom gel their due. The foldiers 
mull yield fomething to their officers. The fick muft ftarve for the fupport of many 
that are in health, and the defundt muft leave part of their effedts'to the firft comer. 

The governor this year caufed a hot-houfe to be built in the Company’s garden for 
pine-apples. This fruit, fo delicate at Batavia, could not arrive here at the maturity 
and high flavour that it does in the Eaft Indies ; in like manner the Pifang (imifa pa - 
radifiaca, or bananas') would feldom bloifom in the few gardens where it was cultivated, 
and never yielded any fruit that was perfectly ripe and high flavoured. 

The American Aloe (agave Americana ) imported from the botanic gardens of Eu- 
rope, was now common on the hills near the town, and bloffomed finely every year, 
without attra&ing fuch a great concourfe of fpe&ators as it does at Amflerdam. 

The Porcupine, or Yzer-varken ( hyjlrix ), whofe ufual food is the root of that beau- 
tiful plant, the calla Jithiopica , will frequently deign to put up with cabbages and 
other vegetables, by which means he fometimes commits great depredations in the 
gardens. 

By the Swedifh fhips that were newly arrived, and brought feveral of my friends, I 
not only had the pleafure of receiving letters, but alfo the joyful tidings of the happy 
change of government made laft year in my native country, by which a great and good 
king, without bloodlhed, and in a manner as noble as his conduct was wife, had been 
able to put an end to the difeord which for many years had divided his fubjedts, to the 
great detriment of the kingdom. ' 

In my various excurfions to Table Mountain, I obferved in its crevices both Daffies 
and Baboons. The former I perceived generally near the top of the mountain, juft at 
fun-rifing, when they ufed to come out to balk in the fun. Whoever wilhes to fhoot 
them, muft cautioufly approach them, and with a quick gun take his aim in fuch a 
manner, as to lay them dead on. the fpot. If the gun was not quick, they would make 
off, as foon as ever the prime flalhed in the pan ; and, if the animal was not inftantly 
killed, it would withdraw into a crevice, fo that it could not poffibly be got out. The 
flefh is fometimes eaten, and' is tolerably well tafted. 

The baboons were pretty numerous, and indeed dangerous to travellers ; for fitting 
undifmayed on the tops of the rocks, where they were frequently out of the reach of 
fhot, they would roll, and even throw down, ftones of all forts and fixes. The ufe of 
the gun, however, was on thefe occafions indifpenfably neceffary, as by means of it they 
might at leaft be driven to fuch a diftance, that the ftones they threw could not do fo 
much mifehief. It is curious to obferve them in their flight. With their cubs on their 
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backs they will often make aftonifhing leaps up a perpendicular rock ; and it is but 
feldom that they can be ihot ; and even if any one of them is fhot, it is not eafily 
killed. 

In the town, tame baboons are fometimes kept, made fall to a pole. Their agility 
in climbing, leaping, and dodging any one that offers to ftrike them, is almoft incre- 
dible. Though one of thefe baboons was tied up, ftill it was impoflible at the diftance 
of a few yards to hit him with a done. He would either catch the done, like a ball, in 
his hand, or elfe avoid it in the mod furprifing and nimble manner. 

The baboons of Table Mountain, befides paying frequent vilits to, and plundering 
the gardens of the Europeans, feed alfo upon the pulpous bulbs of feveral plants, which 
after digging up, they peel and eat. Heaps of thefe parings were frequently feen left 
after them, particularly near the ftones, where they refiide. The gladiolus plicatus ap- 
peal’s to be the mod favorite plant with thofe that live near the Cape, for which reafon 
alfo this plant is known by the name of the Baboon. The root of this plant is fome- 
times boiled and eaten by the colonifls. 

In the fandy plains near the Cape, the great white African mole ( marmota Africans) 
is more particularly to be found, and that in abundance. It makes large holes in the 
ground, over which it lays little heaps of mould ; thefe holes are very inconvenient to 
people in walking, who dep down into them unawares, and are frequently in danger of 
falling. The fize of it is nearly equal to that of a cat ; it is of a fierce nature, and, 
when caught, defends itfelf with its teeth. It feeds on feveral forts of bulbous roots 
that grow in thefe fandy plains in abundance, efpecially Gladiolufes, Ixias, Antholyzas, 
and lrifes. Pennant mentions it at p. 472. under the name of the African Rat. 

Thofe that are but in a fmall degree acquainted with botany need not be told, that 
by the opening and clofing of flowers, one may frequently know with certainty, as from 
a watch, what hour of the day it is, as well as if the weather will be fine or rainy. 
Plants of (his kind are common on the African hills. 

The moraa undulata never opens before nine o’clock in the morning, and before fua- 
fet, at four in the afternoon, it clofes again. 

The tftia cinnamomea (Avondbloem, Canelbloem) opens every evening at four, and 
exhales its agreeable odours through the whole night. 

The approach of rain is announced by the flowers of various bulbous plants, fuch as 
the Ixias, Morseas, lrifes, and Galaxias, the tender flowers of winch do not open in the 
morning if rain is to be expected foon ; and if a fhower is to fell in the afternoon, they 
clofe fome time before. 

Several of thefe likewife diffufe an agreeable fragrance, particularly at evening or 
night, fomewhat like the odour of pinks, but fainter; fuch are the gladiolus trijlis and 
recurms , the ma pilofa , falcata, and cinnamomea. 

The Earth-rofe (Aard-roos) was the name by which the inhabitants, both of the 
town and country, diftinguilhed the hyobanche fanguinea , a plant with a low deep-red 
flower, which is fcarcely of a finger’s length, and has neither branches nor leaves. It 
grows in winter and fpring in the low fandy plains, both near the town and elfewhere 
towards the fea-fhore, punting only its clufter of blood-red flowers above the ground. 
The antholyza ringens, with its gaping flower, and the ever-varying gladiolus plicatus , 
which decorate thefe fandy plains in abundance, have their pulpous bulbs deep ue wn in 
the fend, and do not raife their flowers much higher than the Hyobanche above the 

furface of the ground. . , . . , . . . 

During the winter-months, three beautiful fpecies of gardenia were blowing m the 
Company’s garden. The gardenia fiorida was probably brought hither from the 
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Indies ; at leaft, in my travels in this fouthermoft angle of Africa, I never perceived it 
growing wild any where, but always planted in the gardens, and that even among die 
colonifts far up the country. Here it always produced double flowers, and, confo- 
quently, no fruit, which the Chinefe ufe for dyeing yellow. The gardenia Roth/nannui y 
which has lefs confpicuous flowers than the former, and of which both the flowers ami 
fruit, on being dried, always turn black. The garde?iia Tbunbergia, with rel'pcdt to 
its bloffom, is one of the fineft trees in the world. This little tree had been brought 
a few years before from the forefts of the country, where it is fcarce, and grows very 
flowly, the wood being at the fame time fo hard, that on this account it is uled for 
clubs. This tree, after it has once begun to bloffom, continues to blow for fevoral 
months, producing frelh bloffoms every day, as fall as the old ones by degrees lack; 
and droop, and at length fall off. The bloffom is almoft fix inches long, white and. 
thick, like the moft beautiful walh-leather, of an agreeable odour, and does not lofc 
its white colour. 

If the cold in this country were fevere, and it were abfolutely neceflary for the in- 
habitants to keep fires in their ordinary apartments, it would be a wretched country 
indeed, on account of the great want of fuel it labours uftder. The wood that is tiled 
for drefling their victuals in the kitchen is nothing but brufliwood, being got with no 
lefs pains than expence from the fmaller trees and buflies. On making feme inquiry 
concerning this matter, I found that the following were the moft commonly employed 
for this purpofe ; viz. the Items and roots of the protea grandijlora, conocarpa y J'pcciofa , 
hirta , mellifcra , and argentea , a few fpecies of erica, and fome forts of brunia. 

In a country like this, where it is for the moft part impoflible to have recourle to an 
apothecary, and the medicines fent from Europe extremely dear, the inhabitants had 
prudently thought of trying the indigenous plants of Africa ; and, among tilde, they 
had difeovered various ufeful remedies in different difeafes. As a botanilt and phyli- 
cian, I was eager to be acquainted with them, and never loft an opportunity of adding 
to the flender flock of my knowledge, which often proved fcrviceable, both to my felt 
and the benevolent and obliging colonifts. For when any of thel'e could impart to me, 
in their plain and artlefs way, a flight notion only of fome ufeful plant, I was able af- 
terwards to give them a more accurate idea of its true ufe in curing difeafes. 

Many gerania , with their red and pulpous roots, grew in the fandy plains near the 
town ; and as thefe roots are of an aftringent nature, the country-people uled them, in 
the diarrhoea and dyfentery. 

The root of the bryonia Africana was employed both as an emetic and a purge. 

The roots of the afclepias undulata (fSitter-wortel) and ctifpa, as well as the whole 
of the herb eriocephalus y were ufed for the purpofe of expelling urine in the dropfy. 

For the fame purpofe alfo they frequently made ufe of the root of the hemantbus 
coccineus, inftead of fquills, or the f cilia naritima. This plant is very common on. the 
hills below the mountains, and hence has obtained the name of the Mouutain-lquill. 
Its root is large, white, mucilaginous, fibrous, and fomewhat acrid. After being cut 
into flices, it is fteeped in vinegar, and from this is made a kind of weak cxymelfdlli- 
t'tcum , which is ufed in dropfies and afthmas. 

The polygonum barbatum > which grows in ditches, and is of an acrid nature, is, like 
its kindred fpecies, ufed for dropfical and fwellecyegs. 

A decodlion of the leaves of the crotolaria perfoliaia was efteemed a powerful 
diuretic, and, in confequence of this property, to cure dropfies. 

The piper capenfe was in fome places ufed as a ftomachic, iufteadof common pepper ; 
and the fagara capenjis (Wilde Cardamom) was of great fervice to many people in the 
flatulent cholic, and the palfy. 
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The juice of the mcfcmbryanthemum echile was ufed both as an internal and external 
remedy : internally for the dyfentery and the thrulh (aphtha) in children, and exter- 
nally for burns. 

They were very loud here in the praifes of the ofmites camphorina , to which they 
were pleafed to give the name of bellis (or daify). This plant has certainly great merit 
on account of its camphorated principle, and its ftrong poignant fmell and tafte, both 
of which evince it to be of a highly refolving nature. The plant itfelf is fometimes ufed 
externally, applied in bags to inflammations, and on the ftomach in cholics. But the 
fpirit diftilled from it, called fpiritus bellidis , was highly efteemed in coughs and hoarfe- 
nefs. In thefe cafes, however, it appeared to me to be too heating ; but I ufed it more 
than once with advantage in the palfy and apoplexy. The genuine fpedes, or the 
ofmites camphorina , which is the very bell, I found growing on the top of Table 
Mountain only ; and as it was obtainable only by a few, the ofmites ajierifeoides , which- 
has a fainter fmell and weaker virtues, was ufed in its ftead. As an aftringent in the 
diarrhoea, the rough and auftere bark of the protea grandifiora was frequently ufed. 

In the environs of the town grew likewife various plants, which the inhabitants had 
learned to convert to their own benefit when afflicted with diforders ; as, e. g. 

The adonis capcnfis and atragene veficatoria (Brandblad) ufed inftead of Cantharides : 
thefe plants grow on the fides of the mountains and hills ; and were exhibited in the 
fciatica and rheumatifin. 

The adianthum JEthiopicnm (Vrouwehaar), a fpecies of maidenhair, grew chiefly on 
the fides of the Devil’s Mountain, and was drank at tea, in colds and other affe&ions 
of the breaft. 

The protca mellifcra (Tulp-boom and Zuyker-boom) contains in its calyx a fweet 
juice, which, when infpiffated, was ufed in diforders of the breaft. 

The falicomia fruticofi (Zee-koral, or fea-coral) grew on the fea-fhore, and, not- 
withftanding its brackifh tafte, was eaten by the foldiers and fome few others as a fallad, 
drolled with oil and vinegar. 

Bolides the Company’s difpenfary which was at the hofpital, another was founded 
this year in the town, by which means the country-people may now have a better op- 
portunity of procuring medicines than they had before, when they are obliged to pur- 
chafe them of the furgeons at a very high price. 

'From the oxalis cemua f Wilde Syring), which grew to the greateft lize and in the 
greateli abundance of all the fpecies appertaining to this genus, was prepared a good 
and ferviceable fal acctofclla (or fait of wood-forrel). 

Hard Looper (or l'aft Runner) was a name given, on account of the fwiftnefs with 
which it ran, to the carabus 1 o-guttatus ; an inleft that frequented feveral places, and • 
often the highways themfelves. This animal has the fame property as our Swedifh gun- 
ner ( carabus crepitans ), viz. that when it is purfued or caught, it blows out with vio- 
lence from behind a liquid, which has the appearance of a thin fine fmoke, dilfufing 
: itfelf all around, and if it gets into the eyes, making them fmart juft as if brandy were 
fquirted into them. By thefe means it blinds its purfuers, and gets an opportunity of 
efcaping while the pain lafts, which is about a minute or two. 

Fifcal and Canary-byter were the appellations given to a black and white bird (lanins 
/of laris), which was common in the town, and was to be found in every garden there. 
As it was a bird of prey, though very fmall, it fought its food among the infefts, fuch 
,is beetles and grafshoppers, which it not only caught with great dexterity, but likewife, 
when it could not confume them all, it would flick them up on the pales of farm-yards 
fill it had occafion for them, fo that one would have fuppofed them to have been impaled 
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in this manner by human beings. It alfo caught fparrows and canary-birds, but did not 
devour any more of them than the brains. 4 

A beautiful green thrufh (turdus ceilonicus ) frequented the gardens or the town, and 
delighted the ears of the attentive burgher with his fweet fong. 

The winter r ains having moiftened the dry hills in the environs of the Cape, various 
beautiful and elegant Sowers of bulbous plants began to fpring in the month of Auguft. 
The plants that were more particularly common were the iieia bulbocodium , which varied 
much in the fize and colour of its flowers ; the norm collina wAfpatbacea y the depend- 
ent leaves of which twined round the feet of the perambulator, and frequently threw 
him down : and the moreen undalata , the flower of which has the appearance of a largo 
fpider, and attracts the flies called blue bottles by its fetid fmell. 1 he elegant family 
of the irifes , however, efpecially the papilionacea 9 excelled all others in the fuperb 
grandeur of their flowers, which was greater than can be exprefled. 

Caffre Corn (holcus Caffrorum ) was cultivated by fome few people in their gardens as a 
rarity, and grew to the height of a man j bearing large clufters of flowers ; conl'oqucntly 
it is a very profitable kind of corn, but requires a great deal of heat. 

The mirabilis dicbotoma (Vieruurs Bloem, or Four-o’clock Flower) was planted in a 
few gardens, both for the beauty of its flowers, and its Angular quality of clofing them 
every evening at four o’clock. 

Among the various forts of fifh that appeared on the tables at the Cape, were the 
chimara callorjnchus (Dodfkop or Jofeph), the flefh of which is white and well-tailed ; 
and the raja miraletus (or Rock). The raja torpedo too, (called here Trill Vifch,) was 
fometimes caught in the harbour, but not brought to table. 

Pelicans with their large claws, called here Kropgans ( pelecanus onocrotalus), which 
are not fcarce on the coait, were alfo kept in a tame ftate, and lived on fifh, and food of 
a fimilar nature, by the water- fide. 

Of the rejiio dichotomies (Beefem Riet) brooms were made to fweep the floors with. 

The lingular name of King of Candia was given by the inhabitants to the hemmanthus 
coccineus and pmiceus , one of the largeft and moft beautiful flowers that made their appear- 
ance towards winter on the hills of the Cape, exhibiting in ftately pomp its blood-red 
clufters of flowers that grew clofe to the ground, and bare of leaves, which, prcvioulty 
to the blowing of the plant, had withered and difappeared. After the flowers come the 
fruit ; and this is fucceeded by the leaves alone, which are but two in number, and' lit; 
down flat on the ground, like thofe of the amaryllis ciliaris : which latter plant, with 
its leaves fringed with black hairs, grew all over this diftrift, though it was never once 
feen to blofibm. 

Befides the chameleon, which changes its colour, there were two lizards, very com- 
mon on the hills near the town j the lacerta Jtellio and orbicularis , fitting every where on 
the ftones, and balking in the fun. Both of them made a hideous appearance with their 
protuberant points, and when any body approached them, ran quickly down under the 
ftones to hidothexnfelves. 

The Hottentots generally eleft a chief, whom they call captain; and as they pretend 
to be in alliance with the Dutch Eaft India Company, the captain whom they have dc&- 
ed, is to be confirmed by the governor at the Cape. One of thefe captains was now 
come to town, attended by a few Hottentots, to be confirmed in his new dignity, and, 
agreably to ancient cuftom, receive fome prefents. As a token of his authority, he is 
prefentedwith a large brafs head, on which are engraved the Company’s arms, The 
captain heads the troops when they take the field, either againft their enemies, or for the 
purpofe of hunting wild beafts, on which occafion he alfo throws the firft fpear. In 
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other refpe&s, very little more regard is fhewn to him than to the reft ; and the chief 
difterence between them feems to be, that he commonly wears either a calf’s or a tiger’s 
(kin, while the reft are clad in fheep-lkins. 

In winter, when the north- weft wind blows ftormy into Table Bay, whales are fome- 
times driven in. One of thefe fiih had lately been caft on fhore dead. It was above two 
fathoms long. From its back, which lay above the water, they cut out large pieces, in 
order to extrad train-oil from the blubber. 

lit like manner, during this feafon, there arrived at the numerous iflands that lie round 
about the Cape a great number of feals, which in this part of the world are commonly 
called fea-dogs, becaufe, while they are bounding up and down in the water, they bear 
fome refemblance to a dog. There they breed at this time, and bring up their young 
ones, and are caught in abundance for the Company, for the purpofe of making train- 
oil. It is Angular that the fea-dog, which is in fad a marine animal, cannot fwim by 
nature, as foon as it comes into the world. It is the fame cafe with this as with fome 
kinds of birds, which cannot fly till they are taught by the mother. Thus it is that the 
fea-dog learns of its mother to fwim. When the young feal is arrived at a certain age, 
his mother catches him by the neck and throws him into the water, where he plalhes 
about, till at length he begins to fink : the mother then catches him up again, and thus 
makes him try feveral times, till at laft he can fwim and go out to fea. 

The farming out of wine and victuals produces to the Company a confiderable revenue. 
The former was now, according to annual cuftom, fold by audion on the laft day of 
Augutt ; and he who bids higheft becomes the farmer-general of the wine-contrad, 
having the exclufive right of felling wine, not only to ftrangers and to the officers of the 
Dutch fhips, but alfo to the inns and taverns. The owners of vineyards, it is true, may 
difpofe of their wine to the burghers at the Cape for their own confurription ; but neither 
they nor any one elfe are fuffered, under a heavy penalty, to fell a Angle drop of it to 
any other perfon. By this means the wine comes very high to foreign nations, and at a 
tavern a bottle cofts feveral times as much as it does to private people at their own houfes. 
The farmer of the wines has alone the power of retailing out wine himfelf, or of permit- 
ting others who keep inns, for a certain confideration, to do the fame. The revenue 
from the wine-contrad amounts yearly to between thirty and forty thoufand guilders. 

The victualling contract is conduced in a different manner. He that bids the loweft 
at. "the auction is appointed the farmer-general of this monopoly ; viz. he that offers to 
furnilh the Company with frefh meat for its fhips and its other exigencies at the loweft 
price. From this contrad, it is true, the Company receives no pecuniary advantage ; 
but then it gets all its meat at a much lower price, than it otherwife could poflibly be 
obtained. It is in confequence of this contrad alfo, that the burghers as well as ftrangers, 
are obliged to pay an extravagant price for butchers-meat. Thus whilft the Company 
get butchers-meat for two droits per pound, the burghers muft pay at the rate of four 
or more, and ftrangers two ftivers ; and while a bullock, fit for llaughter, is com- 
monly fold for five Dutch rix-dollars, ftrangers muff: pay at the rate of ten or more. 
This contrad is fanned out for one, two, three, five, or feven years ; and certain fpotsnear 
Groene Kloof are ceded to the contrador for pafture grounds without any feparate 
charge. 

On this account, as well as on that of the language, which ftrangers do not always 
underftand, every nation whofe fhips anchor here, is obliged to have a commiffary or 
broker, who manages their concerns, and alfo contributes, as far as in him lies, to 
raife the price of every article, to them. ' 
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Wheat, when it is wanted by foreign nations for exportation, is only to lie had oi 
the Company. The French fhips frequently exported it in the courfe of this and the* 
laft year to the Ifle of France. 

Many people, and particularly the failors, inftead of butter, ufed to purchalc the 
fat that had been melted down from, the large tails of the African Ihoep. Owe ol 
thefe tails, weighing twenty pounds, confifts of nothing but fat, which is the liighcfl 
luxury of the Hottentots. This fat is laid down in tubs with fome fait and pepper, 
and ufed at fea with bread in lieu of butter. 

Oftriches eggs were moftly purchafed by the naval officers. They are in general 
the perquifites of flaves, who, in tending their cattle, frequently find places in the 
fands where the oftriches have laid their eggs. During the time of incubation, a 
dozen, and fometimes even a fcore of thefe eggs (though for the rnoft part fewer), arc* 
to be found in one place. ' The Haves always ufe the precaution not to take away the* 
eggs with their hands (in which cafe the birds, who perceive it by the (cent, are apt 
to quit the neft) ; but by means of a long ftick they rake them out of the noil as fall 
as the birds lay them. Thefe eggs fold in general for a fkelling a piece, or about fix- 
pence Englifh. They are fitteft, and moll; ufed for cakes and aiufs perdus ; and they 
are particularly gdod, when eaten with a large quantity of butter. One fmgle egg is 
fufficient for feveral people. And whereas hens eggs will feldora. keep for any length of 
time on board of fliip, and require great pains to be taken with them in order to turn 
them every day, oftriches eggs are eafily preferved at fea, on account of their fixe, 
and of their thick and ftrong fhell. 

The Camphor-tree ( laurus camphora ) brought from the Eaft Indies, and planted 
here, throve very well, though no. great pains were taken to increafe the number ol 
them, or colled any camphor from them. 

In like manner Turmeric .( 'curcuma longa ) was cultivated on a fmall bed in the Com- 
pany’s garden ; the root was fcarcely ever ufed here, though it is fo much in requell 
in Europe for the purpofe of dyeing, and in the Eaft Indies enters into almoft all their 
difhes. 

During the whole rime that I ftaid at the Cape (almoft a year and a half), 1 never 
obferved that any public fair was kept here. In fad, fairs are not ufual in this country. 
In their ftead, public audions are the more frequently made for all forts of foreign 
merchandize, efpecially fuch as is brought here from the various fadories belonging to 
the Company in the different parts of the Eaft Indies. 

The burghers in the town generally make an agreement with fome of the furgeons 
in the hofpital to attend them and their families, and furnifti them with medicines. 
This is the more neceffary, as they have always a number of flaves*, and fometimes 
dangerous epidemic diftempers prevail among them. This circumftance is the caule 
that the phyiicians and furgeons, who come as ftrangers to this place, and llay fome 
time at it, axe fcarcely ever called in, unlefs they can work miracles. My medical 
pradice in the town confequently was not very extenfive ; neither, indeed, did I drive 
to enlarge it, for fear of being impeded in my botanical purfuits. On the other hand, 
I had the greater opportunities of aflifting the country-people in my medical capacity, 
who were both in greater want of my aid, and more grateful to me for it. Almoft 
always, and every where, I obferved that my medicines aded with the greateft efficacy 
as well as certainty upon the flaves, whofe conftitutions were not fo much impaired 
by improper diet, and were, befides, lefs accuftomed to the ufe of remedies. 

.Though flaves are not ufually inilruded in the dodrines of Chriftianity, nor their 
children baptized, the Dutch Eaft India Company takes care that the children born in 
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the lodges of their own female Haves are baptized, and in fome meafure inftrucled in 
the Chriilian religion. The real’on for this, perhaps, may be, that moil of thefe 
children have European fathers, to whom they frequently bear the moft linking re- 
femblance. ° 

The children thus ilfued from Europeans, I had frequent opportunities of feeing 
married to black women. Their progeny, however, were not always like parh other. 
I once faw iffucd from fuch a couple, one fon, who was black, with large eyes, and 
refemblcd his mother ; another, who was rather of a white complexion, but varied 
with black fpots fcattered up and down, and, upon the whole, bore a greater refem- 
blance to the father ; and a girl, that was half black. 

When the negroes are wounded in any part of their bodies, and thefe wounds heal 
again, the fears at firft are white, but the Ikin afterwards grows black fry degrees. 

1 faw an old Hottentot here, who was very much afflicted with an eryfipelas in his 
leg. The eryfipelas difeovered itfelf by its ufual bluilh-red colour ; and on the black 
ground it had a very frightful appearance. Otherwife it was very rare to find any of 
thefe people with blemilhes on any part of their bodies, and much more fo, to fee any 
among them crippled. As they not only live fparingly, but alfo on unfeafoned and 
unfalted food, they are in general fubject to few difeafes. The changes of the climate 
arc almolfc the only caufes of the rheumatifms and fevers which fometimes prevail 
among them ; ftill, thei'e diftempers are much more fcarce among the Hottentots 
that enjoy their liberty, than among thofe who have entered into the fervice of the 
Dutch colonifts. 

As for as 1 had an opportunity of travelling laft fummer, both to the northward and 
eaftward, in this extenfive country, I met with but fmall remains of the once more or 
lefs numerous Hottentot nations, which, as late as the beginning of this century, ftill 
inhabited thefe vaft plains. It is true, as fall as the colonifts fpread over the country 
in gradual fucceffion, the Hottentots have been obliged to retire, and make room for 
the dwellings and cattle of the Europeans ; but it is an undoubted faft alfo, that the 
lmall-pox, a new and to them unknown diftemper, has," like a peftilence, extermi- 
nated the greater part of them. Now there are only a few fcattered villages (Kraals) or 
focietics of them to be found, in which ftate they either live by themfelves, or are 
taken into fervice at the Company’s polls and grazing-farms, or elfe by the colonifts 
themfelves. For the moft part, thefe focieties, efpecially in the vicinity of the Cape, 
are far from being numerous ; but farther in the country they are both more populous 
and more wealthy. The few remains of them that ftill exift, have, in fome inftances, 
retained the names of their tribes ; but more frequently thofe names are retained 
which formerly dillinguilhed each nation feparately, and are applied to the diftridt 
itfelf, and to the larger rivers which run through the country, or form the limits of it. 
The better the country was provided with water, the more populous were the inhabi- 
tants, and the more cattle they poffeffed; ftill, however, the whole nation did not 
amount to more than a few thoufand men, and each of their diftrifts formed a fmaller 
or larger province. 

The Gunjemans Hottentots were thofe that lived neareft the Cape, and on the very 
point itfelf ; they extended as far as Falfe Bay, the Hottentots Holland Mountain, and 
from thence to the left as far as Stellenbofch. This country is extenfive, but confifts 
in a great meafure of a Tandy unfruitful foil. Thefe were the firft, who, in barter for 
certain merchandizes, ceded to the Dutch Eaft India Company a tra£t of their country ; 
and of thefe there are but a few, and I had almoft faid none, now remaining. 
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The Kokoquas nation inhabited the country that bordered upon the Cape on the* 
northern, fide, in the environs of Groene Kloof. In my firft expedition, which was 
directed towards that fide, I met with feveral of this nation ftill in being, aud^even 
received from the Company’s poffcs two of them to attend me on the journey. 1 heir 
country, like that of the preceding tribe, is low, level, and fandy, is much in want of 
water, and was formerly not very populous, neither have the colonifts boon able to 
cultivate every part of it. It extends as far as the Ihore of the ocean ; and has a few 
fmall hillocks difperfed over its furface. 

In continuing my journey to the northward, and to Saldahna Bay, I vifitcd the 
Suffaquas Hottentots, fome of whom were ftill remaining, As the country is every 
where low, fandy, and in want of frefli water, this nation was always very confidentble, 
and fubfifted by grazing. 

The Hottentots that live ftill farther to the north ward, and arc defeeuded from tribes 
t-hat were once numerous, I had not the opportunity of vifiting in this excuvfion, but 
proceeded more towards the mountains in the eaft, and the trafts of land that lay 
beyond them. However, from the inhabitants in tliefe parts I got particular informa- 
tion concerning the neighbouring nations, which I was in hopes of vifiting tit ionic 
future period. From thefe I learned that, all along the fea-coaff, and round about 
St. Helena’s Bay, in a low, fteril, and fandy trad, the Odiquas Nation borders on the 
Suffaquas. The next neighbours to thefe are the Chirigriquas, a more populous and 
wealthy nation, which inhabits a fine grazing coun try, watered by the great Elephant's 
River : and thefe again have for their neighbours two great and famous nations, the 
Little Namaquas, who live on the fea-coaft, and the Great Namaquas who refide far- 
ther from it. 

In the excurfion I made the preceding fummer, I vifited, in going, and returning, 
almoft all the nations that once inhabited the eaftern trad or the coaft of Caflraria. 
After pafling the mountain called the Hottentots Holland Mountain, I came to a hilly 
and mountainous trail of land, which was inhabited as far as the hot-back by the 
Koopman Nation ; next to thefe, on the fea-coaft, were the Sonquas Hottentot?, 
whom on my return homewards I had to my left. The country of thefe latter is rather 
barren, and not much fubjeit to the encroachments of the Europeans. 

Next to the Koopmans is the Heflaquas Nation ; of this but few remain. And more 
towards the eaft, near the great and deep river Zonder End, is the country once inha- 
bited by the Dunquas Hottentots. 

Gauriquas land extends more to the north-eaftward : this is a very fine country, and 
abounds in grafs; it is watered by a conliderable large river, called Goud’s Rivicr, and 
was formerly very populous. 

Travelling further on, and following the fhores of the ocean, one comes to the 
Houtniquas Hottentots, who in their hilly and woody country have remained the 
longeft fheltered from the Europeans ; and had hitherto fuffered fo little from their 
encroachments, that of all the Hottentots I had as yet feen, no nation was more coufi- 
derable in point of numbers, till I came to Kamtous River. 

Farther to the northward, and near the large valley, through which one muft paft 
in order to go to Lange Kloof and the adjacent country, occurs the diftrift of the 
Ataquas Hottentots, which is mountainous and abounds in grafs. 

Still farther to the eaftward, following the coaft, one finds firft the Kamtours Nation, 
then the Heykoms, and lallly the Caffres. All thefe nations are in pofleflxon of hilly 
and extremely rich meadows, interfered by many, and thofe frequently confiderable 
rivers, abounding in fifli. And as thefe people have not hitherto been, fubjeft to the 
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encroachments of the coloniks, though a few grazing farms have already been laid 
out heie, they are not only numerous, but alfo rich and abound greatly in cattle. 

All thele Hottentots, whom I vifited in their own country, agreed in this particular, 
that they were mokly fhort, thin, and flender, with prominent cheek bones, flat noles, 
protuberant mouths, peaked chins, crooked backs, and pot-bellies. The colour of 
their {kins was yellowifh, but more or lefs dark from greafe and dirt. Their hair is of 
a lingular nature, curling like wool, and on moll of them as Ihort as the knaps of 
frieze cloth, but fome times, though feldom, of a finger’s length, when it looks like 
twilled yarn; but few of them have any velliges of a beard; and when they have, it 
is curling like their hair. The other fex always have their breaks hanging down to a 
confklerable length. All of them are mad after brandy and tobacco, and find a pecu- 
liar plcafure in lilth and {tench. They befmear themfelves with greafe, and powder 
themfelves all over with the fetid fub : ranee called Bucku, or the powdered leaves of 
the Diofma. A fheep’s-fkin thrown over their fhoulders, and another over their loins, 
with a Imall bag lor the male, and a fquare bit of Ikin for the female fex, conflitute 
almolt the whole of their apparel. Befides this, they alfo wear on their heads a ikin- 
cap, and, by way of ornament, rings of iron or copper round their arms, firings of 
beads round their wrifls, and rings of leather round their legs. The huts, in which 
they live, arc low and l'mall, and convex like a hay-ftack. They always lit fquat on. 
their arms ; are nimble and active, but, in general, extremely lazy. Their furniture 
is l'canty and mean. Their dilhes are tortoife-lhell. The water they have occafion. 
for they keep in the guts of animals, and milk in bafkets and goat-lkins. Their wants, 
it is true, are not great ; neverthelefs their poverty difplays itfelf in every particular. 

The galonia Africana was known under the appellation of Kraal Bofch, and in fome 
places was ufed for fences about the enclofures for their cattle, when no other bullies 
fit for the purpofe were to be had. 

Almonds were fold here, not by the weight, but by the hundred and thoufand. They 
were bought up in great quantities by officers who went to Batavia, where they could 
fell them to advantage. 

Strawberries ( fragaria •uefed) had been brought from Holland, and planted out in 
beds in the gardens round the town. They were tranfplanted every third year. They 
fold at a high price, and to great advantage, and were well tailed, though they had 
notrfo delicious a flavour as thofe that grow in Europe. 

Mulberry-trees (moms nigra) were found at feveral of the farms near the town, and 
produced ripe and fine fruit, which however was feldom feen in the markets. 

In the beginning of September the flaves ufed to weed the corn-fields, both the 
barley, which is ripe and reaped in November, and the wheat, which is reaped in 
December. 

An unfortunate accident happened about this time. A huntfman who had accom- 
panied Major Baron Von Prehm, the commander of the garrifon here, in a fhort ex- 
cursion into the country, loll one of his hands in confequence of the burking of his gun, 
and was brought into the citadel. Pie had taken aim at a Koor-haen, and probably 
loaded his piece too high. Accidents of this nature are not uncommon in this country, 
where found and good guns are extremely fcarce. Many other people had loft a hand 
' in the fame manner ; and the late Governor Tulbagh, who from the condition .of a 
private foldier had rifen to the higheft pitch of honour, had loft one of his eyes by the 
burking of a gun. The fame misfortune had like to have befallen me alfo this winter, 
as I was fhooting in the harbour at fome of the pelicans, which fly over it every even- 
ing in large flocks. On the firing of the gun, the whole flock was broken into a 
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thoufand fplinters, feveral of which wounded my face and hands. r lo prevent Inch 
an accident from happening to me again, the celebrated Captain Ekeberg,. who com- 
manded a Swedifh fhip that anchored this year in the road, prefented me with a lmnd- 
fome and found Swedilh gun, which ever after, during my refidence and travels in 
Africa and the Ifland of Java, was a fafe and conftant defence to me. 

The Loxia Aftrild, on account of its red beak, was called Rood-bcckje, or Red-beak, 
and was found in great numbers in the farmers’ gardens. They ufually llew in large 
flocks ; and lighted in the grafs, fo clofe to the ground that they could not he loon, 
though on account of their multitudes, one was fine to kill a great many of them at 
one fhot, notwithftanding that it is a bird of the fmalleft fize. 

Turtle-doves ( columba riforia) were common in this country, particularly in places 
where there was much under-wood. They were feldom eaten by the country-people. 
It is remarkable, that this bird cannot remove from one place to another without 
laughing afterwards. This laughing noife, as well as its cooing, always betrays its 
place of abode. The flefh of it tailed rather dry. 

Green Mountain Swallows ( merops apiajier) were alfo to be feen near l’oine of the 
farms, and that frequently in the greateft numbers. Thefe birds are extremely beauti- 
ful in their yellow and fea-green attire. In the day-time they feck their food, which 
confifts of infects, in the fields; but in the evenings they return in flocks, chirping in 
fuch a manner as perfectly to deafen one. They then aflemble together by degrees in 
the gardens, and at length go to roofl in the branches of orange and other trees before 
it grows quite dark. 

The month of September was already begun, and the beautiful and flowery I’pring 
making its appearance, put me in mind of preparing for a long journey up the country. 
But here more obftacles and difagreeable circum fiances threw themfelves in my way 
than.' I could ever have imagined. The trifling viaticum I had brought with me from 
Europe, I had long ago confirmed, and in the feventeen months which 1 had palled 
here, I had received nofupplies from Holland. At Amfterdam, indeed, 1 had great 
and powerful patrons in the burgomaflers Ryk Temmink and Van der Poll, together 
with the privy counfellors Van der Deutz and Ten Hoven, by the pcrfuafions and at 
the expence of whom I had undertaken this long voyage; but to my great misfortune, 
both of the govemers Tulbagh and Rheede van Oudfhoorn, to whom 1 was llrongly 
recommended, and from whom I had reafon to expett every fupport, had departed 
this life, the one dying previoufly to my arrival at the Cape, and the other in the voy- 
age thither. I was therefore a ftranger in an unknown place, and left to my fell' and 
to my fate till my friends at Amfterdam could be informed of my fituation, and endea- 
vour to better it. Misfortunes feldom come fingle; and I had now my double portion 
of affliction. . For when I intended to take up my falary from the company, it appeared, 
that the (hip in which I had arrived, was come without its muftcr-Toll. This was there- 
fore firft to be brought from Europe, before any one could receive his pay. When 
the fhip failed from the Texel, the vifitation-officeisin their hurry had forgot to deliver 
in the mufter-roll, and the captain to demand it. The confequcnce of this was, that 
none of all thofe that were engaged on board the fhip, could, during the (pace of two 
or three years, either obtain their pay or leave to go home. The vifitation-oflicers 
(kruyd kefirs) are two of the Company’s fervants of the lowed rank, who are Hummed 
in each fhip during the time that the fhip lies at anchor in the Texel : thele people have 
the infpe&ion over every thing that is brought on board, and the care of providing the 
fhipswith what they want every day, till they go out to fea. Thefe, who, in order to 
keep account of the officers and crew, had the mufter-roll in their pofleffion, were 
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interested fcoundrels, and more intent 'upon being treated and bribed } and felling and 
bartering their cheefe and butter, than they were fober and vigilant in the performance 
of their duty. 

Ihe preceding year I had been obliged to contract debts to a considerable amount, 
and had now no other refource left than to encreafe them, efpecially if I were to be 
enabled to undertake another expenfive journey into the country, and not to remain an idle 
fpe&ator at the Cape. I therefore again had recourfe to M. Bergh, the fecretary of the 
police, who had not only hitherto kindly aflifted me with his purfe, but alfo generoully 
opened it to me on this occafion, and thereby enabled me to make another excurfion 
into the interior part of the fouthernmoft point of Africa. 

_ My equipage was in moll refpedts the fame as that of the foregoing year, with this 
difference, that inftcad of the old broken cart, I had a new one which was tilted with 
fail-cloth. I was alfo now the foie poffeffor of it, and avoided being encumbered with 
the ferjeant and gardener, who the year before greatly contributed to render a final! 
cart ftill more infufficient for my wants. Befides boxes, paper, ammunition, and other 
neceffaries, I alfo took with me this year feveral medicines to diftribute among the 
colonills in the interior parts of the country, who might Hand in need of them, and 
had before upon various occalions (hewn me the greateft kindnefs. 

For my fellow-traveller I had an Englifh gardener, of the name of Mafon, who had 
been font hither by the King of England to coiled! all forts of African plants for the 
gardens at Kew. Mr. Mafon arrived the year before, in the fame fhip in which Captain 
Cook, with the profeffors Forfter and Sparrman, were to make their celebrated voyage 
round the world, and towards the fouthern pole. He had arrived at the Cape after I 
was fet out on my journey to Caffraria ; and Ihortly after this he made an excurfion 
into the country, accompanied by Mr. Oldenburg, who went with him, partly as his 
companion, and partly as his interpreter. Mr. Mafon was well equipped with a large 
and ftrong waggon tilted with fail-cloth, which was driven by an European fervant, 
upon whom he could depend. We had each of us a faddle-horfe, and for our waggon 
we had feveral pair of oxen. 

Thus we formed a fociety, confifting of three Europeans and four Hottentots, who 
for the fpace of feveral months were to penetrate into the country together, put up with ■ 
whatever we fhould find, whether good or bad, and frequently feclude ourfelves from 
almoft all the reft of the world, and of the human race. 


Second Journey into Caffraria, 1773. 

WITH fo {lender an equipage as the before-mentioned, and in fuch a mountainous 
and defert country as Africa, I had refolved to make an expedition this fummer into 
the country, to the north-eaftward, as far as the Snow Mountains ; and firfl directing 
my courfe to the northward, to pafs afterwards through Camdebo, and other moft 
uncultivated trafts, without taking the neareft and moft beaten road. 

This rcfolve was indeed rather extravagant ; yet I would not leave it unfatisfied, 
particularly as it was a matter of indifference to me what parts of the country I vifited, 
provided only they were fuch as I had not feen before, and where I might colled 

animals and plants hitherto unknown. 
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My fellow-travellers and I having fet out from the Cape, on the 1 
1773, we arrived firft at one of the Company’s polls, called Jean e s * > 
then at Riel Valley, a farm where cows are kept, folely for the govmtor , ufc, and 
for the purpofe of furnifliing his table once a week with frelh butler. I' or tilts ratal, 
all that travel this road are forbidden to fuffer their horfes or oxen to graze in the 
neighbouring pallures ; whereas otherwife all Africa refembles a common, tn winch 
any one is at liberty to turn his cattle out wherever he pleafes. 

On the right, as we palTed along, lay the Tiger Mountains, and, on our left, the 
Blue Mountains ; over one extremity of which we palled on horfeback. 1 bole, juit 
before they rife, have a few fanchhills fcattered in the front of them, and contain no 
ftones at ail that are vifibie; fo that they appear, for the greater pait, to be mere y 
huge fand-hills, formed by the drift-fand from the harbour. , 

The whole country was covered with find and downs, and abounded m lwamps 
(Valley), which having been filled with water during the winter, now began to pro 
duce fine pafturage for the cattle. For this reafon the farmers bore graze only, and 
fow but a finall quantity of wheat, but pay no attention to the vine. The water is for 
the moll part brackilh, and even this, for the greatell part of the year, is very Icanty. 

Turtles were feen here and there in the ponds ; and fometimes they were kept in the 
houfes'in glafs velfels full of water, for the purpofe of being conveyed to other places. 
At the approach of rainy weather, we were informed that the turtles always role higher 
in the glaffes. 

Towards evening we arrived at Mrs. Muller’s farm. 

Among the bulhes in the fands we frequently faw land-tortoifes crawling, and the 
young ladies in the houfe had ordered the Haves to bring feveral of them home, of 
various fizes, for our repall. The tejludo pufilla was the moll common fpccies here, 
and it was this which was now laid upon the fire for our eating. I flipped into the 
kitchen on purpofe to fee the mode of dreffing it, and found that the girls were cruel 
enough to lay the poor animal wide open on the live coals, where, fprawling with its 
head and feet, it was broiled alive, till at length it burll to pieces with the heat. The 
eggs, which were in a great number, and confided of yolk only, were the molt 
lufeious and defirable part of it. 

The roots of fennel were roalted and eaten in the fame manner as thofe of anife. 

The bulbs of the iris edulis, a plant which grew here in abundance, and deconfted 
the fields with a variety of white, yellow, and blue flowers, were brought in great 
quantities by the Haves. They were eaten either roafled, boiled, or Hewed with milk, 
and appeared to me to be both palatable and nourilhing. 

On the 13th, we arrived at the Company’s poll in Groene Kloof, having palled by 
Dafienberg, Burger’s Poll, and Groene Kloof Mountain. At Burger’s Poll, as well 
as on Koberg, there Hands a cannon, near a high flag-llafF, for the purpofe of futu- 
moning the colonifts on this fide of the country to the Cape t on any Hidden approach 
of danger. 

The country here was a deep fand, and full of downs, which made the roads very 
heavy. The houfes, for want of wood, were built of unbaked clay, formed into 
bricks, and dried a little in the air. 

The caule were infefled with the ftranguary. This diforder was remedied by thrall- 
ing a llraw into the urinary paffage, by means of which the clod of gum, euphorbia , 
which had fettled there, was removed. This operation, however, was not performed 
without lofs of blood. It was told us for certain, that unlefs this obllruftion was 
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removed, the bladder would burft, not from the acrimony of the tnim, but from the 
great quantity and preffure of the urine. 

Having refled a few days, we continued our journey on horfeback by Ganfekraal 
to the fea-fhore. 

1 he inhabitants caught a haliotis, a kind of cockle, which, as well as. mufcles, they 
ate boiled. 

Both the variegated and the white Sand Mole ( marmota capenjis and Africana) fre- 
quented the fandy plains ; and were alfo faid to do great damage to the gardens. They 
are caught either in traps, or by digging ; in the latter cafe, they dig a hole firft before, 
and afterwards behind that made by the animal, or elfe, after flopping up the animal's 
hole behind, they dig another direftly oppofite to her. 

Charcoal, though it is but feldom made in this country, which is bare of trees, fo 
that the fmiths mull be fupplied from Europe, I faw prepared in the following manner: 
the wood was placed on one end, as ufual, but in fuch a manner that the fmaller and 
larger pieces were mingled together. Round this pile were laid reeds, and the whole 
was covered with turf. In the middle, and alfo at the lides, was put fome refinous 
wood, by means of which the pile was fet on fire. This being done, the aperture 
at the top was covered up clofely with turf. All around the bottom feveral air-holes 
were left, which, as foon as the fire began to blaze forth, were fucceffively flopped 
up, and the Tides were gradually preffed more and more clofely together. In a few 
days, when the operation was finifhed, the pile was opened, and what fire remained 
was thoroughly extinguifhed with water. The whole pile was no larger than a 
hay-flack. 

The Bucku (diofma), which was collected here by the Hottentots, was firft dried 
in the fhade, and afterwards over the fire, before it was pulverized. 

I alfo vifited the Salt Pan, which was fituate at a fhort diflance from the fea-fhore. 
It was at this time full of water. The name of Salt Pans is given, in this country, to 
large collodions of falt-water ; which, when the winter rains have ceafed, partly in. 
conf’cquence of the heat of the fun, and partly of the violence of the winds, gradually 
evaporate, and precipitate a fait, which the colonifls colled for their own ufe. The 
cryflallization is the mofl powerful in the months of November and December, and in 
the middle of the day, between the hours of ten and three. During that time, one 
may plainly foe the fait, fomewhat like the cream of milk, firft cryftallize on the fur- 
face, till, in confcqucnce of its own weight, it finks to the bottom. This faline in- 
cruftation is very fine, and yields a fine fait, which mull be collected as fall as it 
cryftallizcs, and is driven by the fouth-eafl winds towards the north-weftern fide. 
Unlefs this be done, the incruflation will fall to the bottom in feveral different ftrata, 
forming a thick bed of a coarfe-grained fait, which is frequently of a grey colour, 
from the admixture of dirt, and is ufed for falting fifh and meat. On the other hand, 
the fine fait, being cleaner and whiter, is ufed for the table only, and for falting frefh 
butter. 

On the 19th of September we fet off from Groene Kloof, leaving to the right the 
chain of mountains called Burger’s Poll, and, to the left, Groene Kloof Mountain. 
Before us, a little to the right, we had the Reebokfkop, and, in front of that, we 
deferied the Konterbcrg, behind which we faw the Baboons Mountain. 

Having pafl'ed thefe mountains, the level country prefented to our view Ribeck 
Kafteel, Eour-and-twenty Rivers Mountain, and Piquet Mountain, together with a 
great number of roe-bucks (capra), hart beafts ( copra . dorcas ), Steen-bocks (capra 
grimmia), and diving bucks ( duykers capra), befides Korrhaens arid oftriches. 

w " ’ We 
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We paffed by Papenkuyls Fountain, and Uylekraal, to a farm belonging to Jan 

Slabbert. . 

On the 2 2d we arrived at Saldahna Bay, which has many tilands and dangerous 
Ihoals, fome of which have only three fa them water. On Foundling Ifland train-oil is 
prepared from feals in earthen pans, in which it is firit expofed to the heat of the fun to 
evaporate. After this, it is boiled in a kettle, at fxrft with wood, and then with fuch 
remains of the blubber as will yield no more oil. There are feveral iflands lying near 
this harbour, fuch as Fundling Eyland, Taxen Eyland, Jutland, remarkable for its large 
hills of flone, Meuven Eyland, Daflin Eyland, and Schaapen Eyland, all of which are. 
very ftony, and, on account of their rocks, difficult of accefs to the fhips. 

In Taxen ifland, rabbits have greatly increafed lince they were carried thither, and 
are now to be found in great abundance. 

Daflin Ifland, in particular, is an afylum for the penguins ( diomedea ), a kind of fea- 
fowl, which cannot fly at all, but dive the better on that account, and pafs mod of their 
time our at fea. 

The fhips but feldom enter this harbour, and then no other than fuch as come too 
clofe under the coaft, fo that they cannot make the road of the Cape. The harbour 
makes feveral windings, and various winds are requifitefor fhips to fail out of it. 

On the 28th, we purfued our journey to Witteklipp, an eftatc belonging to Tobias 
Moftert, which received its name from a little mountain, or large infu luted rock, litu- 
ated near it, and of a lingular appearance, on account of its bare and white fur face, 
formed, not by lime, as the inhabitants ' of the place imagined, hut by a while tool's 
{byjfus laded). In front, on the fide next to the houfe, this rock had a large excava- 
tion, in the form of a crefcent, with a vaulted roof. It was no ealy matter to come at, 
this lingular cavity, as the part of the rock that flood before it was not only very deep, 
but alfo convex, and at the fame time very flippery, except a few channels that ran 
longitudinally downwards, and were formed by the rain-water. I had, neverthelefs, a 
ftrong inclination to reconnoitre it, as I faw a few fwallows that had their nefls there 
flying into it, and, as I imagined, that foine' curious plants might be found there. I 
therefore took off my fhoes and dockings, and made a ftiift to clamber up thither bare- 
foot, but found more difficulty in getting down again ; and, as no other dd'cent was 
practicable, I Aid down the rock upon my breech by the fame way. This cavity, which 
probably feldom receives fuch vifitors, had nothing remarkable in it, bolides a dead 
fwallow ( hirundo apits ), the Angularity of its form, and the difficulty of its accefs. It 
was about four fathoms from, the foot of the rock, nearly in the middle of it, and a 
couple of fathoms wide and high. 

Oftriches were very common in this trad. It was faid that a male oftrich makes a 
neft with three or four females, which, together, lay twenty or thirty eggs, on which 
they fit by turns in a hole they have made with their feet by trampling in the land. 

A kind of wild dogs, _ which were here called jackalls, and are the fame as Samfon’s 
foxes mentioned in Scripture, frequented thefe plains in large troops. They caught a 
great number of the wild goats (or antelopes), that abound here, as well as of oftriches, 
in the hunting of which they fet up a regular cry, furrounding the game firft at a dif- 
tance, and approaching nearer to it by degrees. They likewife committed great havock 
among the farmers’ fheep, unlefs thefe were carefully guarded by Ihepherds furniflied 
with fire-arms. 

It is only in the fpiing and in the beginning of fummer that thefe lowfandy plains are 
adorned with flowers. After the fouth-eaft winds and the drought have fet in, the feeds 
of thefe flowers are quickly fluttered over the fields, often before they arc quire ripe. 

For 
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For this reafon I was obliged, when making colleaions for the botanical gardens of 
l.uiope, Specially of the annual plants, to gather the feeds in an unripe Hate, and lav 
them up in paper to dry and ripen gradually. 

On the 30th we arrived at Honingklipp, a farm belonging to Nicholas Klein. 

, . c f ow s (corvus Hottentottm ) here were feen fitting on the backs of tire cows, 
and picking infects ^ ctcari ) out of them, by which at times they were much infefted. 
I tide creatures alfo were accuftomed to picking the wheat out of the fields immediately 
after it had been fown. - J 

Here I faw a tame Griefbok or Greybuck ( capra ), of the fize of a middling lamb, 
that had been caught in the fandy fields. Both this fpecies, and that called S teinb oks, 
were reported to hide their heads, in the idea that nobody can fee them, for which 

reafon alio they feldom run out from among the bullies, till one is come quite clofe to 
them. 

1 he thickets 'in the fandy plains confifted folely of tall and flender fhrubs from four to 
fix feet high. Their trunks and branches were frequently fo fmall and flender as to be 
unfit for fuel, though they afforded fufficient retreats for various fpecies of game. To 
me they were often very troublefome, in hiding from me a number of fmall birds, which 
I had flint down from their fupple twigs. 

Wo continued our journey, paffing Patryfkerg, and came to a farm of Peter Lofper’s, 
called Rolendal. 

Oil the lirlt of October we vifited another eftate of Lofper’s. This country, fituated 
between the bays of Saldahna and St. Helena, near the fea-fhore, was low, abounding 
in land-hills and pools of water, now fwelled by the winter rains and by Mountain River. 

We intended to have arrived at Mountain River on the fecond of this month, but 
could not attempt it by reafon of the depth of water in the above-mentioned pools, and 
thus we could not get to the eftate of one Melk, for which purpofe we otherwife might 
have croffod the river in a boat ; we were therefore obliged to go on to Brandt’s houfe 
011 die Salt River, and from thence to an eftate of his fon’s near Matje’s Fountain. 

This Salt River (Zout Rivier) is different from that near the Cape, and which, from 
the fame quality, derives the fame name. It happens frequently that illands and moun- 
tains, as alfo eftates, in different places pafs by the fame names, a circumftance which 
caul’es a great confufion in the geography of this country. As to the eftates, the names 
of which are propofed by the farmers, and confirmed by government, this might eafily 
be remedied, if the governor paid a little more attention to fuch a vail colony, the extent 
of which many times exceeds that of the Seven United Provinces in Europe. But con- 
fidering that the whole colony, as well as the town, though founded near one hundred 
and fifty years ago, as yet pafs by no other name than that of the Cape, which fufli- 
ciently Ihews great careleffnefs and a bad police ; it is not furprifing that the farms often 
obtain the nioft abfurd names. 

The Hottentots had fuch a quantity of leather thongs about their legs, as even to 
reach above their calves, infomuch that by them they were freed from the danger of 
being bitten by venomous ferpents, for which purpofe I fuppofe it. probable they wore 
them. 

The gold-finches [loxia ofix) were faid firft to devour the blofloms of the wheat 
( 'anther# tridti ), and afterwards the corn itfelf. They are feen here in innumerable 
flocks, elpecially near fuch rivers as are overgrown with tall reeds, on which they build 
their nefts, from whence their chirping, efpecially towards evening when they come to 
rooft, is heard at a great diftance. The hen is always of a grey colour ; but, from the 
month of July till January, the blood-red feathers of the cock gradually make their ap- 

, pearance. 
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pearance. This bird is fomewhat fmaller than the loxia capenfis, and has fmallcr eggs, 
which are perfectly green ; whereas the loxia capenfis lay grey eggs with black i'pots, 
and fomewhat larger. This bird is, like the whole genus of loxia, very ilupid, and 
confequently the more difficult to frighten front the wheat- fields, where the mil chief 
it does to the hufbandmen is often great. Though confiderable numbers of them arc 
fhot, yet they immediately return, heedlefs of danger. 

The Korrhaens were obferved to devour the buds of the cofula iitrbinata, which way 
common in all the low and fandy plains. 

On the 3d, we arrived at the eftate of Floris Fifher. This tradt, from the Orocne 
Kloof (Green Valley) and ftill farther, was called Zwartland, and had a church of its 
own. Ever fince the death of the vicar, which at that time was three years, this had 
been vacant, no one being arrived from Holland to fucceed him. Neverthelcls, for vice 
was performed here once a month by a clergyman from the town : the fanners had a 
long way to church, fome of them two days journey. 

We penetrated, on the 5th, farther up into the country, along and beyond the I Mark 
Mountain to StofFel Smidt’s. The fand-hills van! fired 'by degrees, and the country be- 
came both more lofty and of a firmer nature. 

The cyanella capenfis (Raapuyntjes), a kind of onion, was roafted for the tabic of the 
farmers. 

. The vifeum JEthiopicum was ufed in diarrhoeas, and alfo for tea. 

On the 6th, we arrived at young Stabbert’s, and had Picketberg behind us to 
the left. 

When one is at the Cape, this part of the country rifes to the view, like a ridge of 
contiguous mountains; but, on approaching them, I difeovered, that the hills are 
divided, and form feveral diftinct ridges. Ribeck Kafleel is a ridge of mountains, 
extending from eaft to weft, till the Zwarte Berge (or Black Mountains) clol’e the 
ridge. Thefe therefore do not run parallel with the long trad of mountains that lie 
higher up the country. 

We proceeded farther to Cornelis Gofen’s farm, who is a faddler, and where I was 
obliged to leave one of my oxen that proved lame in the loins, and was rendered unfit 
for the journey. The great mountain river (Berg Rivier), to which we were now 
arrived, had, through the great quantity of rain that had fallen, become impaflable at 
the ufiial fording place near Vleeimuys, fo that we eroded it on the 7th, in the ferry 
near Pit Juber’s farm. * 

This man keeps the ferry in order and going, and thereby gets a fnug fum of money 
yearly; for, each farm fituated on the oppofite fide contributes eight gilders per 

annum, and befides this, he has the advantage of cafual paflengers. It is to be ob- 

ferved, that every farmer is obliged to pay his quota towards the keeping of this ferry, 
let him be rich or poor, and whether he ufes it or not ; for many of them do not, but 
repair to town with their goods in fummer, when the water is low and fordable, cafily 
by their waggons. J 

From hence we dire&ed our courfe to Johannes Liebenberg’s, where we began to 
fee vineyards and gardens with lemon and orange trees. The road was now per- 
fectly hard, confifting of reddifh. rocks, and the fields were tolerably well covered 
with grafs. 

On the 8th, we proceeded to Chriftian Liebenberg’s farm, and, on the oth, to 
Gert Kemp s, near Daiii Klipp, and afterwards paffed by Frederik. Leibenberg’s, 
croffed the difficult pafikge of Kartous Kloof to "Wilhelm Burger*^ where we arrived 
in the evening wet and terrified, the rain having continued during the whole time of 

7 our 
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©ur paffing the mountains, which were befides fo fteep as none but thofe who have 
travelled over them can well conceive. Kartous Kloof, which croffes the fame ridge 
as Roode Zand Kloof, but lower down towards the northern end, is alfo confidered 
by the huibandmen as one of the molt difficult roads that go acrofs the African moun- 
tains. It is not very high at the weftern part, but becomes the more terrifying on 
that account to the eaftem fide, being there very fteep and the road very ftony and 
narrow, with an abyfs to the left. The driving a hand’s-breadth only out of the track 
may demoliih waggon, oxen, and driver, and the paffing was now made more diffi- 
cult from the frequent ftumbling of the cattle, owing to the flipperinefs of the road, 
which was occalioned by inceffant rains. The farm was fituated juft at the foot of the 
mountain where we arrived, to the great aftonifhment of the former and his wife. 

This fpot is like Roode Zand, a broad valley furrounded by mountains, watered by 
a rivulet, called Olyfant’s (or Elephant’s) Rivier, and abounding in grafs. It is entirely 
feparated from Roode Zand by Winterhoek and other ridges of mountains. However 
it differs thus for from Roode Zand, that it lies much lower, and is likewife confidera- 
bly narrower, being only a few mufket-fhot broad. 

On the ioth, happy to find our vehicle in a tolerable condition, after fo dangerous 
a journey, we fet out to Skalk Burger’s, and croffed the Elephant’s River, which we 
afterwards had to the left. 

After taking a hearty breakfaft, we fet out for the warm-bath, fituated at a fmall 
diftance from the farm. The road thither was very low, fwampy, and troublefome, 
till we approached the foot of the mountain. This Olyfant’s warm-bath is alfo called 
Engel Bath, after the attorney-general Engelman, who caufed it to be cleaned and 
dug, and ere&ed a handfome ftone building at the Company’s expence, for the accom- 
modation of the bathers. The veins of this fpring arife from the eaftem fide of this 
long trad of mountains fomewhat above the foot of them, in a cleft which inclines to 
the fouthward, and there forms a crofs cleft. Of thefe veins there are many, but 
three of them in particular, carry the water into feveral fmall huts, for the colonifts, 
flaves, and Hottentots, for each of thefe feparate huts. All of them have three or 
four tteps going into the water for the bathers to fit on, and are alfo floored on one 
fide for them to lie on, whilft they are fweating. This water is not boiling-hot, but 
lukewarm, has no tafte, leaves no fediment, but had only fome green vegetable 
matter ( conferva ) growing in its runnels. It lies on the fame fide of the fame range of 
mountains, and is of the fame nature with the warm-bath already defcribed at Brand 
Valley. With this water a§ well as with the former, linen may be walhed without being 
ftained, and viduals dreffed without any difagreeable tafte being imparted to them 
by it ; the blue-colour of fugar-paper is not changed. The forms here have vineyards 
and orchards, and excellent fodder for cattle. 

The mountains to the right divide Bocke-veld from this valley, and feem to form- 
five confiderable ridges feparated by deep valleys, which, when we fired, gave reite- 
rated echoes, like thofe that are heard after thunder. A high and flat mountain here, 
with two heads at each end, was called the Little Table Mountain. 

On the i ith, we rode paft Andrew Lubbe’s, to a farm belonging to Peter Gaus. 

Lions and other beafts of prey are, at prefent, fo effedtually feared and routed out 
of thefe mountainous trafts, that the farms are feldom vifited by them : neverthelefs 
the former continues paying to the Company the old tax, called Lion and Tyger 
Money. This tax is paid by each burgher, at the rate of four rix-dollars for 
lion, and two guilders for tyger-money ; out of which fund, at the time when the 
colony began to extend itfelf, and when the colonifts were much infefted by wld 
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beafts^ a certain premium was paid to every one who killed or^ caught any of theta 
animals. At firft, government paid fixteen rix-dollars for a lion, and ten guilders 
for a tyger, after which the fum was diminiflied to ten rix-dollars for a lion s, and fix 
guilders for a tyger’s fkin ; but, at prefent, thefe animals being fo for extupatcd that 
there are feldoxn any of them to be feen, the premium is dilcontinued, excepting in 
cafe they are brought alive to the Cape, which is hardly practicable. . I his tax, novcr- 
thelefs, is not abolifhed, although its inftitution. has had the defired e fleet, and the caule 
has ceafed ; but, in the fame manner as in many other countries, has aflunied the nature 
of taxes and funds. 

Befides the annual tax which the farmer pays for his. farm,, he pays alfo for wax- 
candles four rix-dollars a year, for every horfe, one (liver, and for every, hundred 
fheep, one guilder. Each farmer, whether he be rich or poor, whether polTcdcd of a 
large or fmall farm, pays for mending the roads and ftreets. The bridge and ferry- 
money all pay alike, let fheir road lead them that way or not ; but then they are ex- 
empt from all billettings, crown duties, tithes, clearing the roads, furnilhing horj os for 
travelling, day-labour, &c. 

I faw here a girl that had had the mealies three years before, which had left behind 
them black and blue marks on her forehead, and under her eyes ( fugillationcs), which 
were of a greenifh call. They generally remained two or three weeks, then went away, 
and afterwards returned. The parts above-mentioned were particularly allotted by 
thefe fpots, though they appeared alfo in other places, as for inllance, in her hands 
and arms. 

A farmer advanced in years, likewife, had fallen into a decline after the mealies ; 
however, he was perfettly reflored by what I ordered him. 

On the following days we proceeded along the valley to Barent Lubbc’s farm, pall 
Pickenier’s Kloof, and Matton’s farm, which lay to the left of us. 

On the 1 4th, the country began to grow hilly, and we arrived at young Barent 
Lubbe’s, at the end of the cleft. 

The root of the fpecies of Stoebe, which grew here, fmelt quite like valerian (vale- 
riana phu), and might poffibly have the fame effedt as this plant has in the epilepfy. 

On the 15th, we proceeded on our journey, furnilhed with a few days’ provident, 
and meant to get over the mountains to Kis Koopman’s farm, from thence to Spann on- 
berg’s, over the river Dorn, and, finally, as far as Clas Lofper’s farm, which is'lttu- 
ated in the lowermoft Bocke-veld ; but we had not got for up the mountain before a 
misfortune befel us, through the careleffnefs of the driver. Our cart overturned, and 
one of the fhafts were broken ; fo that it was impoflible for us to proceed any farther 
acrofs thefe uninhabited mountains. We were, therefore, under the necdlity of re- 
medying the evil as well as we could, by tying the lhaft up with cords, and returning 
to the farmer, to alter the plan of our journey. 

After having Hill more completely repaired our lhattered vehicle, we rofolvcd to let 
both the waggon and cart go flowly back, through Pickenier’s Kloof, and afterwards, 
up the country, through Roode Zand’s Kloof to Roode Zand, there to reft and wait 
for our arrival. In the meantime I and my Englilh travelling companion made a tour 
on horfeback farther back into the valley to Gaus’s farm, and paffed through the long 
vale, called Eland’s Kloof, acrofs the mountains to Bernard Forlter’s, in the Koude 
Bocke-veld, as it is called, or Cold Goat’s-field. Eland’s Kloof was very broad, and 
had a large river in it. This country, which is fituated between the lowermoft, or 
warm Bocke-veld, and between Olyfant’s Kloof and Carro-veid, lies very high, and is, 
in the winter, very cold, although not io cold as at Rogge-veld, which lies farther to 
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Cxie other fide of the Carrow, and whofe inhabitants, for feverai months in the year, 
that is, from April to September, are obliged, on account of the fnow and cold, to 
remove down to the lower and warmer Carrow, which, at that time, is plentifully fup- 
plied with water by Ihowers of rain, attended with thunder. Thofe that inhabited this 
Bocke-veld fometimes remove acrofs the mountains with their cattle to Carrow, though 
this is ftriCtly prohibited. 

A ferpent, called Boomflang, was faid to get into the trees, and fwallow the birds it 
found there ; and the Roodbeckjes (Loxia Aftrild) made great havock in the gardens,, 
where they devoured both bloffoms and feeds. 

The wild-goats (Steenbocks), and particularly the diving-goats (Duykert?)^ damaged 
the gardens greatly, where they ate off the buds of the trees. The leaping-goats 
(Springboks) alfo do a great deal of mifehief in the wheat-fields, efpecially as they 
come in troops, and cannot be caught eafily, either by fnares or fpring-guns, but muff 
be Ihot with rillc-barrelled guns in the corn-fields when they come there. This is done 
in the following manner ; a man digs a hole ig, the field, where he can fit unfeen, till 
the animal approaches near enough to be fired at with a rifle-barrelled gun. 

The cold Bocke-veld is nearly as broad as Olyfant’s Kloof, furrounded by high 
mountains on all fides, which clofe together to the north-weftward, leaving only a nar- 
row paflage to a fmall plain, fituate on the other fide of it. Snow fometimes falls 
here, and lies for a while undiffolved. 

As cold as this country is, ftill it was formerly much more inhabited by the Hotten- 
tots than it is at prefent by the Europeans, who only occupy a few farms in it. All 
over the country the Hottentots live together, many in a community, fometimes to the 
amount of feverai hundreds in a village, feed on roots, and the flefh of wild beafls, and 
of their own herds (which have the whole country open to them for their pafturage), 
and at the fame time are fatisfied with a little. On the other hand, every colonift has 
a farm to himfelf, part of which rnuft be laid out in wheat-fields and vineyards, befides 
which, his herds of cattle muft be large and numerous. Wild hearts are deftroyed 
without mercy, confideration, or economy, infomuch that fome are killed for amufe- 
ment, and others are deftroyed on account of the damage they do, and for their fkins 
or hides. 

As for the reft, the Bocke-veld is tolerably fmooth, without trees or bufhes : except 
a few low rhinoceros bullies, which are feldom to be met with; ft bears only graft, and, 
in fome places, a kind of tall rufhes. Near the mountains are fometimes feen a few' 
•low and fcattered trees of the pretea gradiflora fpecies (Waageboom). 

The whole of this country has received its name from the Spring-bocks (capra pygar- 
gw), which refidc here in fcattered herds, and, in certain years, migrate hither from 
the more remote traCts of the continent in aftonifhing numbers. 

The mountains which lie on each fide are quite barren, like an old wall, and rife up 
boldly without any foot projecting from them, or any hillocks lying direCtly before them, 
as is ufual with other mountains. They feem to be greatly worn and confumed by the 
operation of the air upon them, and will probably, in time, undergo confiderable alte. 
rations in their external appearance- The air deftroys the cohefion of fome parts, and 
caufes them to crumble away into fmall particles, which are afterwards carried- off by 
the rain, not to mention larger fragments, which fometimes fall off from the main body, 
and the cavities formed by the ftagnation of the rain-water on their furface. 

The rocks, which had many lharp projecting points, were fometimes compofed of 
quartzofe-ftones, quartz-rubble, and fand-ftone cemented together. From moifture 
thefe crack, and, getting loofe, fall out, and roll down in large pieces. Hence the 
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mountains look, as though they were tom afunder, and themfelves proclaim then own 
vaft antiquity and decay. Thefe mountains differ greatly in the hardnefs or tlicir rocky 
parts ; and, confequently, they muft differ in their diffolution. In many parts ot them 
pebble-ftones were found inlaid in large clufters, fometimes to the amount ora hundred 
and more. Here were likewife to be feen large hills confifting of fand-ftone, winch 
at the bottom was as white as chalk, and friable, and at the top yellow, with a mix- 
ture of yellow and red tints. In the valleys and near the rivulets, was found the iincil. 
fand, which muff doubtlefs have been brought down from the mountains and then ad- 
jacent hills by the rain-water. In the Bocke-veld mountains to the eaftward, the lb ata 
lie obliquely, as if one fide of the mountain had funk down \ the broader ftrata all'o wcic 
lower to the north-weft than to the fouth-eaft end. 

Thefe large and high chains of mountains, therefore, which lie in fevcral rows, di- 
vided by broader and fmaller clefts and openings, are the Alps of the fouthern parts ot 
Africa. 

The Spring-buck (copra pygargus) does not refide in the mountains like the roc-buck, 
nor in the thickets like the Steen-bock, or Duykers-bock, (where the hounds would 
ealily catch him, as he could not run very fall there) but in the open fields, where lie 
makes the fineft and moll furprifing leaps that can be imagined, frequently above fix 
feet high. 

Among the few fhrubs that grew in the mountains, I found here that curious flirub 
the fly-bulh ( roridula dent ata), the leaves of which are covered with fine hairs, and a 
tough glutinous fubltance, to which fmaller infects adhere. It is placed in the houl’es 
for the purpofe of catching flies. 

On the 1 8th, we rode to Ifaac Vifage’s ; the Iheep here are counted morning and 
evening, viz. when they are turned out and brought home, and are marked in one or 
both years, that they may be known again when they come to be mingled with others. 
This counting of the Iheep was always the miftrefs’s bufinefs, who had alfo given to each 
Iheep a particular name. An excellent memory and daily practice had fo {happened 
her attention in this refpeeft, that, if one amongft feveral hundred Iheep were abl'ent, Hu- 
mified it immediately. 

On the 19th, we palled Nicholas Janfen’s farm, in our way to Carl van dcr Merwell. 

A Table Mountain which Hands fingle and alone in the middle of the country, is, to 
the north-weft, flat at top, and fteep on the fide, but, to the fouth-eaft, it is convex, 
Hopes off gradually, and is very high. The wheat here had not yet got into the oar, 
which however we faw it had already done on the other fide of the mountain, and the 
peafe were now fowing. Here they both fow and reap a couple of months later than 
they do nearer the Cape, and in the country which lies lower on the other fide of it. 

Although the hufoandman, that inhabits thefe mountains,, lives fo high, yet he always 
(though very improperly) calls it travelling up to the Cape, where the country lies 
much lower. 

_ The great wheel of the African plough has eight fpokes, and is fo made' (at the fame 
time that it is provided with an iron plate) that it cannot be taken off. The finall 
wheel to the left has only four fpokes, and runs always on the grafs ridge, and thus 
keeps the plough even. 

On the 20th, we travelled on to William Pretoris’s, whofe farm {lands in a very 
good fituation ; but the weather, in the months of June, July and Auguft, is fo fovere, 
that much foow falls, fometimes for days together, and icicles are formed and adhere to 
the eaves of the roof. All the calves, lambs, and goats that are brought forth during 
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the fro ft, die of cold and hunger in the ftables in which they are kept {hut up, without 
a poflibihty of their being turned out to grafs. 

We travelled. afterwards paft two farms belonging to Jan Rafmus and Van Heere, to 
that 01 Jacob Pinard’s, where was a fmall wood. The mafter and his wife were not at 
home, but only two flaves and fome Hottentot children; we were therefore obliged* to 
content ourfelves with having a dry covering over our heads for the night, without any 
thing to cat or drink, although we had travelled without food all the day long, and had 
feveral miles to go to the next farm. 

As no entertainment was to be had here, we fet out early the next morning, being 
the 2i ft, to'Skalk van Heeve’s, where we were kindly received, and entertained both 
with brcakfaft and a tolerable good glafs of wine of the growth of the country. 

Here commenced the warm Bocke-veld, which was fcreened from the cold by high 
mountains and hills, fome of which were very fteep, and which we had this day 
dofcended. 

.1 he warm Bocke-veld lies therefore much lower, and, in proportion to its fituation, 
is much lcfs cold. In the cold Bocke-veld, the vine can only be cultivated in two 
places, and then docs not arrive at perfect maturity, but, in the warm, it thrives better 
and yields better wine. The warm Bocke-veld is a fmall traft of land, neither very 
broad nor very long, but rather of a round form, and encircled by mountains. The 
out-let from it is by a narrow opening near Moftertfhoek and Hex Rivier. The land is 
level, all over covered with grafs, and has but a very few Spring-bucks left, which have 
been for the molt part hunted out of the country. 

As two young farmers were this day to travel on horfeback, the neareft way acrofs 
the high mountains to Roode Zand, that lies on the other fide of them, we determined 
to embrace the opportunity, and accompany them thither ; but my travelling companion, 
after we had got to a little diftance up the mountain, finding he had forgot his faddle- 
bag, was obliged to return for it, and our weary horfes not being able to go very faft 
in that mountainous country, we were left in the lurch by our guides, and, lofing the 
track, were obliged to return to the farm by the fame way as we came. From thence 
we [rode through a great part of the warm Bocke-veld, and before evening arrived to 
a handfome farm abounding in cattle, milk, and butter, which belonged to Peter 
Funere. 

From hence we had no other road to Roode Zand than by Moftertlhoek, through 
a valley which was very narrow and low, between very high mountains projecting on 
each fide. But this journey was hazardous at fuch time of the year when the large 
and wide rivulets which we had to ford in the dale were brim-full. 

In order to pafs with fafety over this dangerous fpot, we hired a fervant, who, being 
acquainted with the country, was to precede us on horfeback, and point out to us the 
moll lhallow places. 

On the 2nd of October we fet out on our journey. 

On our entering of Moftertlhoek, the road was very ftony, mountainous, and fteep, 
and we had afterwards feveral ftreams to ford and branches of rivers, fuch as Brug-drift, 
Stroom-drift, Elfe Rivier, and Diep-drift, befides feveral fmaller branches of brooks, 
which, uniting, form the great Breede Rivier. Thefe places were the more dangerous 
to crols, as the water not only ftood up to the horfes’ fides, but the bottom was full of 
largo round ftones, that had rolled down from the mountains, fo that the horfes could 
fcarcely get on ; and frequently the rapidity of the ftream was fuch that they could with 
great difficulty keep the traCt. 


Near 
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Near thefe ftreams grew feveral fhrubs, efpecially fome of the Geranium kind, Iliac 
fent forth a pleafanr, ftrong, and refrefhing odour. 

At length we arrived fafely at De "Wett’s at Roode Zand, where our oxen had 
already refted themfelves, and gathered ftrength and flelh for our intended journey. 

On Winterhoek, a mountain which terminates Roode Zand to the northward, and 
divides it from Olyfant’s Kloof, there ftill lay a great deal of hail. 

Gli is, in the Hottentot language, the name of an umbelliferous plant, the: root of' 
which, dried and reduced to powder, they mix with cold water and honey in a trough, 
and after letting it ferment for the fpace of one night, obtain a fpecics of mead, which 
they drink in order to throw themfelves into a Rate of intoxication. A couple of glades 
are faid to be fufficient for the purpofe, and no head-ache enfues. Of the pulverized 
root, two handfuls only are taken. 

This year I examined the mountains at Winterhoek much more narrowly than 1 had 
done laft year, and as high as to their very fummits. The fly-bufh grew here in abun- 
dance, and the fcarce plant, called protea nana , the flower of which rcfcmblcs the dog- 
rofe, was found only in this place. On one fide of the mountain was a line cafcade, 
that fell down a perpendicular precipice, under which there was a hollow in the moun- 
tain filled with feveral bulb.es. My inclination called me thither, and I mult have gone 
a very round-about way to it, had I not ventured to take a leap of about twenty or 
twenty four yards in height, which I did without being hurt in the leaft, the bullies 
preventing me from making a hard fall. Among other rare plants alfo which 1 found 
here, was the difa cernlea. 

In thefe mountains were found an elegant red Hate, confifting of thin lamina!, and 
difpofed in broad flrata. The fame fubftance was alfo to be feen in large pieces that 
had fallen down from the higher parts of the mountain, and difpofed in flrata with -other 
ftony matter, like a marble. It appeared ftrange to me, that I did not, cither here, or 
in any other mountains, meet with any lime-Aone, or calcareous hill, nor with any mar- 
ble nor flint, excepting a radiated Gypfutn, which I found in the mountain near Hex 
Rivier. Here I faw a farmer’s wife, who, through good living and indolence, was 
grown to fuch a fize, and was fo fat withal, that, excepting one more in another pan 
of this country, I never faw her equal. On her way to the Cape, file had luflercd her- 
felf to be weighed ; and lhe then weighed three hundred and thirty four pounds or 
twenty-fix ftone, horfeman’s weight. 

That Roode Zand is nothing but a valley between high mountains, running nearly 
parallel to the each other, I could clearly perceive from this circumftance, that in the 
hollows, where the torrents of water had fwept away the earth, and dug out channels 
of one or two fathoms depth, the ground appeared to confift of the naked rock, with 
its flrata, that flood up on their edge almoft perpendicular, and only a little inclining 
to the fouth-eaft. Thefe flrata were much foftened by the water, of a loofe texture 
and whidfh, refembling an indurated clay ; in their infterftices, they harboured fend* 
which the water had carried down and difeharged there. * 

The farms hereabouts are not very far afunder, and the colonifts are in general in 
good circumftances. The vineyards were numerous, of wheat there was a great quan- 
tity fown, and orchards were planted every where, fo that the country produced the 
molt profitable articles, fuch as wine, wheat, oranges and lemons. The cold might 
nevertheless be very fevere here at times; and it was reported, that its mtenfeneft the 
lalt year had done great damage to the vines, apd, in fome places, abfolutely deftroyat 
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As to cattle and fheep, more are kept here by the farmers than are wanted for their 
own coniumption and ufe ; and draught-oxen they fometimes buy from other places. 

A fmall dove (perhaps the fmalleft of the dove kind) called Maquas Duyv (columba 
tapcnjis ) frequented the gardens, and there fought its food, which confifted moftly of 
feeds. 

The ixia bulbifcra, a bulbous plant with a red flower, grew here in the greateft. 
abundance. When one approached the place where it grew, it feemed to be but thinly 
fcattered over the field, but at a diftance the ground appeared as if it were covered 
with fcarlet cloth. 

In like manner, here and here only, was found befide the brooks, a green variety of 
the ixia maculaia, another tall bulbous plant, which is as elegant as Angular, with its 
long duller of green flowers growing out like an ear of corn, and is fo extremely fcarce 
all over the world. 

On the 28th, proceeding on our journey, we croffed Breede Rivier; the branches 
of which went meandering on fo far before us on our route, that we were obliged to ford 
them feveral times before we could reach Jan Slabbert’s farm, where we took up our 
night’s lodging. 

O11 the 29th, we came to Philip Plaifir’s near Saffraan’s Kloof, a place where there 
is a foot-path acrofs the mountains, along which one may go on horfe-back. 

Travelling ftili farther, we arrived at Jan de Toi’s. The country now began to 
grow broader and flatter. Toi’s Kloof again is the name of the foot-path here, leading 
over the mountains ; which alfo may be travelled over on horfe-back, and brings one 
to Drakenftein, dire&ly oppofite Paarl. 

We now left Breede Rivier to the right ; and the level flat country which here lies 
about the ftream, and is at times inundated by it, is called Goudena. 

Farther on lies Brand Valley ; oppofite to which, on the other fide of the mountain, 
Hands Stellenbofch. 

On the 30th, we rode paft De Ploi’s farm, and over Hex Rivier, to Keyfer’s eftate. 

The field was here of the Carrow kind, and the iheep were faid to feed on thofe 
fucculent plants, the ?ncfembryanthema?ns (Vygebofches), which were fuppofedto render 
the dung of thefe animals unfit for manure. Now likewife, the farther we advanced, 
the more hilly the country grew. 

On the 31ft, we arrived at Alowen Smidt’s farm, which lies oppofite to Hottentot’s 
Holland. The country here had many hills and ridges of mountains, which lay acrofs 
our road. 

November id, we rode over one of the ridges that lay before us to Mrs. BrueFs 
farm, when we feemecl to be in quite another valley.. 

The mountains to the left now took a fomewhat different diredtion, and ran more to 
the eaft-fouth-eaft. 

Proceeding farther, we came to Philip Bota’s, whofe farm lay oppofite to Tyger 
Hoek, which is fituated behind the mountains that projeft out from Hottentot’s Hol- 
land mountains. 

The chain of mountains which had continued from Witfenberg feemed here to turn 
off to the eaftward, and, as it were, entirely to dwindle away ; but upon a clofer 
examination, it was found to extend frill farther on, and to be continued by the ridges 
of mountains which only lay fomewhat farther inwards, in connexion with the fame chain. 

After this we paffed Clas Vogt’s Rivier, fo named from Clas Vogt, a colonift, who 
had been trampled to death by an elephant, and that, in fo, Clocking a manner that 
fcarccly the veftige of a bone was to be feen in his remains. 



88 


Thunberg’s account of the cape of good hope. 


On the fame day continuing our journey, we arrived at Gert Nel’s farm near Koch, 
man’s Kloof and Rivier. 

Mat-ware (Matjefgoed) is the name given here to a kind of rufo that grew in the 
river, and of which mats were made, that were ufed by the hufoandmen for the tilts ol 
waggons, and alfo to lie on. Thefe mats were foft and pliable, and the rufhes from 
which they were made, were a fpecies of grafs, which I called cyperus tcxtillrs, of about 
four feet ^nd more in height, -almoft as thick as a tobacco pipe, and hollow within. 

On the 3d we fet out for Drofki’s farm. In this trad, as well as in the whole of 
the interior part of the country, it was faid to rain with the wind at fouth-eaft, quite the 
contrary to which is the cafe at the Cape. 

The farmers cultivate their farms here with their own flaves, and thefe Haves were 
not only chaftifed by their matters for mifdemeanors and petty faults that merely 
affe&ed the family, but alfo, in cafe of trefpaffes of a more ferious nature, by the officers 
of police belonging to the landroft. 

It fometimes happens, that on the hufbandman finding himfelf under the neceffity of 
complaining to the magiftrate of his Have, either on account of flagrant crimes com- 
muted by him, or of incurable idlenefs, or exceffive careleffnefs j in which cafe this latter 
takes a liking to the Have, however ftrange it may appear, the owner, nolens volats , is 
obliged to fell him. 

November 4th, we arrived at the celebrated Jacobus Bota’s, a man who was now 
eighty-one years of age, and, from twelve fons, had a progeny of one hundred and 
ninety perfons, all alive. It is not this circumftance however, as Angular as it other- 
wife may be, that has given him fo much renown, in a country where they marry early, 
and where the population is very great, but a misfortune that befel him in one of his 
hunting expeditions. When he was forty years of age, he foot, in a narrow pafs in a 
wood, a lion, which immediately fell, without his observing that there were two of 
them together. The other lion rulhed immediately upon him, before he had time to 
load his piece, and not only wounded him with his fharp claws to fuch a degree that 
he fainted away, but alfo gnawed his left arm and fide, and lacerated him in fuch a 
terrible manner, that he lay for dead on the ground. The lion, that in general is 
poffeffed of too noble a fpirit to revenge itfelf on a dead man, if ndt impelled by hunger, 
left him in this fituation, fo that he was at length carried home by his fervants. His 
wife, a ftirring and aftive woman, immediately fetched feveral herbs, which Ihe boiled 
in water, and with the decoction daily waffied, fomented, and bound up his wounds, 
fo that he was at laft reltored to perfect health. He was fo much difabled however 
in this arm, that he could never afterwards handle a mufquet. He had been the firft 
fportfinan in the colony, and by killing elephants and foiling their teeth, had acquired 
a tolerable fortune. This man informed me that, in its infancy, the colony had fo fmall 
an extent, and the Hottentots in it were fo numerous, that the chriftian fottlers could 
not without danger venture as far as Zwellendam. At that time too the elephants 
abounded fo much, even near the Cape, that in travelling to and from the Cape, one 
ought HU a great many of them. Thus he had often foot four or five in a day, and 
fometimes twelve or thirteen. Twice in his life, when he was out in purfuit of thefe 
animals, he had deftroyed with his gun twenty-two elephants each day. A good 
fportfinan always kills the elephant at one foot, but, foould he hit any of the fore-legs, 
fo as to break it, two foot muff be fired ; the hunter always takes his aim in fuch a 
manaer as that the ball lhall pafs through the lungs. The ball is always mixed with 
one third of tin, and weighs a quarter of a pound ; the piece is in proportion to this, 
{uiq rather heavy. Each elephant’s tooth weighs from thirty to one hundred and thirty 

pounds. 
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The country here began to be very hilly, and abound with grafs, and at the 
lame time had a fufficient number of rivulets, and fome wood in the clefts of the 
mountain. 

Iheie mountains, which extended from Hottentot’s Holland, now began to be 
(higher up the country) more and more low, and afterwards appeared like broken 
ridges, and at lull totally vaniflied. 

. ° n the $th, we went to Jurgen Bota’s, who is a fon of the old man already men- 
tioned, and palTed Blankenberg’s farm in our way to Rock’s, near Keureboom’s 
Rivier. 

Here we faw a monkey from Iioutniquas wood, fomething like the fimia Sabcea. 
1 he legs were all black, and the tip of the tail brown ; the tefticles of the colour of 
blue Hone,' or vitriol of copper. 

hroin hence we went to Zwellendam, and afterwards to the Company’s poll, near 
Bull'd Jagt Rivier, where we relied a few days. 

'I lie colony of Zwellendam, which is fubjeci to its own peculiar landroll, had been 
founded about thirty years before. It took its name from Mr. Zwellingrebel, who was 
at that time vice-governor, or Socundu’s (Tweede), at the Cape. The firll landroft 
here was Remus, the fecond Orack, who was Hill alive but had refigned, and the third 
was the prelent landroll, whofe name is Mentz. 

The Company’s pod had at fird been eftablifhed, for the fake of prote&ing thofe 
colonids who had fettled on this fpot,- and farther up in the country, in order to culti- 
vate the land and rear cattle. It was therefore at fird laid out as a fort, and provided 
with feven men and a corporal ; but, after the country came to be more inhabited, 
and the Hottentots quitted it, all thefe fortifications were found to be quite unneceffary 
and luperlluous. Indead of this, a, grazing farm is now edablifhed here, and the 
foldiers are employed in the wood, called Groot Vaders Bofch, or (Grand-father’s 
W ood), in felling, for the ufe of the Company, different forts of timber for joiners- 
work, &c. of which timber a waggon load is fent to the Cape every three months, 
befides what the people of the colony, in order to affid in maintaining them, are allowed 
to carry up and fell themfelves. 

For the forvice of this farm, thofe Hottentots are ufed that dill remain here, the 
rdiques of former numerous hordes. This year I contrived to procure fome informa- 
tion concerning their mode of living, their manners, and their cudoms. 

On the fird night of the new moon one may fee the, Hottentots run about, pull off 
their hats, and courtefy. 

The ceremony is not quite laid afide of making youth, at a certain age, men; 
from which time they are feparated from the women, and affociate only with men. 
After the youth has been befprinkled, according to cuflom, with urine, fome animal is 
killed, and its omentum, or cawl, is tied about his neck. The men never drink milk 
that has been drawn by the women. The women here have frequently a real hufband, 
and a locum tenons, or fubftitute. The men likewife often take two wives. The mar- 
riage-ceremony is frequently performed, by the bride and bridegroom, after obtaining 
the permiflion of the parents, fleeping together till late in the morning. The dead are 
interred in graves, over which are fet a tortoife-lhell, filled with fome odoriferous 
powder, and three twigs of fome fhrub or other : and, after this, the company that 
forms the proceffion makes merry. Of game that has been hunted and killed, no one 
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is fuffered to eat before he is inverted with the dignity of man ; nor mull man and 
wife eat any part of this animal’s heart, or pericardium. 

The Hottentots, at prefent, eat their meat either roafted, or elfe boiled in a pot 
in the ordinary way ; but not long ago, before they had got veffels of this kind from 
the Europeans, they ufed, to put their meat into leathern bags, filled with water, and 
afterwards threw in red-hot ftones, which, by their heat, caufed the water to boil. 

The Hottentots ufe bows and arrows, not only for their defence againlt their enemies, 
but likewife for the purpofe of killing wild hearts; but at prefent they have rarely 
need to employ them on either of thefe occafions. The bow is a round ftick of about 
an inch thick, and fomething more than two feet long, and is bent by a linew. The 
arrow is made by a kind of reed or cane, as thick as a goofe-quill, and 1 cured y a foot 
long, to the end of which is fattened, with a fine firing or finew, an iron point, rtiaped 
like a lancet, which is befmeared with the poifon of ferpents. Several of thefe arrows 
are kept in a quiver, which is of the thicknefs of a man’s arm, and about two feet in. 
length, with a lid at the top, that turns upon hinges of leather. 

Rabekin is a mufical inftrument, fomething like a guitar, made of a calabafh and a 
narrow board, with three or four lirings, which may be ftretch^d or relaxed at ploa- 
fure, by means of ferews. On this inftrument the Hottentots play with their lingers. 

Kora was a wind inftrument, which, however, was feldom ufed. 

A mountain called Potteberg, wasfeen diredly oppofite the farm, near the fea-fliore, 
which was faid to be about twenty-four miles diftant. 

A curious grafshopper, of a reddifti colour, of the clafs of hemptcra, , was feen in 
great numbers, feeking its food on the bullies. When taken, it prefied out from 
beneath a lheath that lay under its breaft, a flimy, frothy fluid, like foap lather, which 
covered both the infeft and the fingers of the captor. This was repeated as often as 
the liquid was wiped off with a linen rag. From the manner in which this animal 
endeavours to liberate itfelf, I tailed it gryllus fpumans. The Larvas, or half-crown 
grafshopper, or the fpecies called pneumora , were feen in the greateft abundance^ both 
here and elfewhere, on the bullies ; but in the day-time, neither I nor any of my com- 
panions could find one of them Lq a perfed ftate and winged, which allonifliccl me 
much. 

Reeboks, Rietboks ( capra), and Bontebolcs (capra Jcripta), frequented much tilde 
hilly and verdant fields. In thefe antelopes both fexes are furnilhed with horns ; "and 
the young Bonteboks are at firlt of a reddilh-brown colour, but, in time, become 
fpotted with white,, though, on account of the opennefs of the country and the Ihynels 
of the animal, it is difficult to get within gun-lhot of the Bontebok, yet we were: 
lucky enough to Ihoot one. It is always dangerous to come near one of tliefc creatures 
when Ihot, becaufe, if he is. not quite dead, he makes ufe of his horns, and may put 
the huntftnan in danger of his life. 

Here, too, I had an opportunity of obferving a curious fad. It happens fometiines, 
that when a duck is Ihot in any of the rivulets, it either immediately difappears, and is 
feen no more, or it is found again with its feet eaten off. This is done by the water- 
turtle that inhabit thefe waters, which prey, not only on the larger ducks, but alfo on 
their young, which they feize by the leg. 

On the ioth, palling by Peter Bota’s farm, called Rietkuyl, we croffed Kerrcmclk’s 
and Slange rivers to the Widow Fore, near Duyvenhoek’s Rivier. 

In the whole trad of country through which we had parted all the way from Hex 
Rivier, I obferved ,that the banks of all the rivers were planted with the very prickly 
tree called mimofa nilotica. i r j 
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ihe mountains, which extended from a projecting point at Zwellendam, ran now 
in the diredion of due eaft and weft. 

On the nth of November, having taken an early leave of our worthy hoftefs, we 
went down to Duyvenhoek’s River, which was at a fhort diftance from the farm. The 
late rains had filled this rivulet, fo as to make it dangerous to crofs. The rivulets of 
this country, however, have ufually fome fhallow places, where, even in the greateft 
flood, one may crofs them with waggon and oxen. To fhew us one of thefe drifts, as 
they are called, our hoftefs had been fo kind as to fend a flave with us ; but, as he 
neither underftood nor fpoke Dutch, he was obliged to communicate his inftruclions to 
us by figns, which, either from ignorance or malice, he entirely perverted, as he pointed 
out to us a circular track over the river to the right, which we ought to have taken to 
the left. I, who was the moil courageous of any of the company, and in the whole 
courfe of the journey was conftantly obliged to go on before and head them, now alfo, 
without a moment’s confideration, rode plump into the river, till, in a moment, I fank 
with my horfe into a large and deep fea-cow hole, up to my ears. This would undoubt- 
edly have proved my grave, if my horfe had not by good luck been able to fwim ; and 
I, who have always had the good fortune to poffefs myfelf in the greateft dangers, had 
not, with the greateft calmnefs and compofure, guided the animal, (which floundered 
about violently in the water,) and kept myfelf fall in the faddle, though continually 
lifted up by the ftream. After having palled over this hole, I was likewife fuccefsful 
in my attempts to get fafe out of it, though the edges of thefe holes are in general very 
ftcep, infomuch that they feldom afford one a fure footing. Holes of this kind, which 
the Hippopotamus treads out for its refting-place, occur in a great many rivers, though 
the animal itlelf perhaps is no longer to be found there, but has either been fhot, or 
made to fly to fome other more fecure retreat. All this time my fellow-travellers flood 
frightened on the oppofite bank and aftonifhed, without daring to truft themfelves to an 
element that appeared to them fo full of danger. However, as foon as I had got off my 
horfe, and let the water drain off from me a little, I ordered my Hottentots to drive acrofs 
the river, according to a better direction that I gave them, after which the others followed. 

I had the greateft reafon to be thankful to the Divine goodnefs, which had preferved 
me in this imminent danger, and the more fo, as it happened on the anniverfary of the 
day on which I came into the world thirty years before, 

After our waggons were brought over the water, I did not allow myfelf time to 
change my clothes, as I mull have been at the pains of unpacking my trunks ; but we 
continued our journey the whole day without the farther interruption, and palling by 
Chriftophcr Lombards farm, went to another farm belonging to Daniel Plaifir, where 
we arrived before evening, and were kindly received. 

Here my firft care was to examine my pocket-book, watch, and other things fubjedl 
to be damaged by the water, 

A kind of corvus (or crow), called Spreuw, was found both here and in feveral other 
places in great plenty. It was lefs than a black-bird, and black, with a white rump : this 
bird always accompanied the larger cattle and the flieep, elpecially in the mornings and 
evenings, before they are driven out to field, and after their return. Its occupation 
was to pick away the infefts ( acari ), which, dropping from the bulhes upon the animals, 
and biting deep into their Ikins, ftick very fall to them, and occafion diem great pain. 

This bird is very wild and Ihy, fo that when it obferves anybody approach it, it im- 
mediately flies away, and with many cries warns the others, which inftantly take wing, 
and endeavour to fave themfelves by flight. This bird is faid to make its neft in the 
fides of the rivers and brooks, for which purpofe it digs holes in their banks. 
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Thefe acari which teazed the cattle -were not lefs troublefome to our horfes. fre- 
quently, while I was riding through the thickets, for the purpofe of gathering flowers 
and feeds in thefe places, my horfe, and particularly his head, was lo thickly covered 
by thefe blood-fuckers, that neither his ears nor any other part of him could be leen, 
and I was fometimes obliged to make my Hottentots free him from thefe troublefome 
guefts, before they had time to enter too deeply into the fkin. 

On the 1 2th we went to Clas Bruyn’s farm, and on the 13th, to Peter de W ett’s. 

The whole of this tract produced aloe-trees in abundance, which in fome places en- 
tirely covered the hills and the fides of the mountains, where they appeared at a diffancc 
like a numerous army. The trees are of the height of a man, with their f terns quite 
bare below, and a crown at the top of broad, thick, and flefliy leaves. 

I obferved every where the Haves bufy in tapping and preparing gum-aloe, the virtues 
of which in medicine are well known. De Wett, the owner of the farm, was the lirfi 
that prepared the gum in this country, for which reafon he was faid to have the cxclufive 
privilege of delivering and. felling it at a certain price to the Company. 

Several farmers have fince learned the art of preparing it, and at prel’ent frequently 
fell it at the Cape to Grangers at lefs than half this price. 

The mode of preparing it is quite plain and fimple. It confifts, in the ufual phrafe of 
the peafants, in the tapping or the drawing off the juice, and boiling it. The tapping 
may be performed at all times in the year ; but during, and immediately after, the rainy 
feafon, the leaves yield a more copious but thinner juice. Thofe days that arc calm and 
clear are chiefly felefted for the operation of tapping, as windy weather flirinks the leaf, 
fo that lefs juice is produced, and it hardens too foon. On this work, for the moft parr, 
either ilaves or Hottentots are employed. A leaf is firft cut off, and laid on the bare 
ground to ferve for a channel, upon which feveral other cut leaves are afterwards placed 
on each fide, with the large end inwards, and over thefe again others, to the amount of 
a dozen or more, fo that the juice drips from them into the hollow of the firft leaf. The 
leaves which were cut off not too clofe to the trunk were not cut into fmaller pieces ; as, 
according to what the farmers afferted, they would not yield the more juice on that ac- 
count. In this manner feveral heaps of leaves are laid one after the other, as fall as they 
can be cut off. When the juice ceafes running the leaves are taken away, and the juice 
is poured into calabafhes, which here, as well as in many other places, are ufed by the 
poor as bottles. The greateft quantity of juice that can be thus collected by a man in 
one day is a large calabafh or fmall pail-full. The juice is afterwards boiled down at 
home in Englifh iron pots, to fuch a confidence, that it will run off a flick that is put into 
it. All impurities that fwim on the top of the liquor are Ikimmed off in the boiling. 
The juice thus boiled down to one half, is then poured out into wooden boxes, in which 
it afterwards grows hard. The juice yields generally one-third of folid gum, and each 
box weighs from three to five hundred-weight, each pound of which is fold to foreign 
nations for three, or four, and fometimes two, ftivers. ’ 

On the 1 5th we proceeded on our journey to Daniel Pinard’s, acrofs Goud’s llivicr. 
This river is one of the largeft in this country. Its banks on the weftern fide were ex- 
tremely fteep. The farm was fituated on the other fide on a tolerably high hill. This 
ltream runs far up into the country, and confequently is fupplied with water from the 
mountains, which are at the diftance of feveral days’ journey from hence, and which 
border upon particular trafls that, at certain times of the year, are deluged by heavy 
mowers of rain, accompanied with thunder. From fuch a caufe this river may be very 
fuddenly filled, and rife to a great height, at the fame time that at this place there fliall 
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be the fineft weather imaginable. And for the fame reafon this river is extremely dan- 
gerous, io that the traveller ought not to take up his quarters too near its banks, nor 
m the low-lands adjacent to it. The water now came up to our horfes’ faddles. 

This day we proceeded as far as to Didelof’s farm. 

Oh the 1 6th, we rode part feveral eftates, fuch as thofe of Dirk Marcus, Bernard 
the foil, and the younger Plant, and haftened on to Mufclebay, to a delightfully 
lituated farm belonging to old Bernard. 6 J 

Pile harbour here is very large, but no fhips ever make it, except they are obliged 
lo to do by ftrefs of weather. 6 

A Danifli fliip, called the Kron Prinfefs, commanded by Captain Swenfinger, was 
ftrandcd here and loft, and the remains of it were even at this time to be feen? 

On the 1 8 th, after having, in the courfe of the day that we refted there, vifited 
the fca-coaft and its fandy hills, which in all probability was formerly occupied in great 
numbers by Damaquas Hottentots, we rode paft Clafs Meyer’s and Jacobus Tunmffon 
Bota’s eftates, and returned to Dirk Marcus near Hagelkraal, an old man and great 
elephant-hunter. 

Thongs made of the hides of animals were every where ufed by the farmers inftead 
of cords and ropes, both for the tackling of waggons and other purpofes. Here we 
law thofe thongs made pliable and fit for ufe, by greafing them, and rubbing them 
brilkly again!! a tree. 

On the 1 9th, we travelled up towards the mountains, and into Hartequas Kloof, to 
a rolling place called Groote Paarde Kraal, where we, for the firft time in the courfe 
of this journey, took our night’s lodging in the open air. 

On the 20th, we examined diligently the mountains that furrounded us on all fides, 
and in the afternoon, continued our route through Hartequas Kloof to Zaff raam Kraal, 
when we got into a more plain and level country, called Canna Land, by fome Canaan ’s 
Land, and at the fame time palled the heights of Canna (Cannas Hoogte). 

Here what I had heard before, was confirmed to me, viz. that feveral female oftriches 
lay their eggs in one neft ; and that, if any one touches their eggs, the birds, that 
difeover this by the fmcll, never lay any more eggs in the fame place ; but, if the 
eggs fliould chance to be left behind, trample them to pieces under their feet. 

On the 2 1 ft, we paffed Aker Hein’s farm, and took up our quarters in the evening 
near Klipp Rivier. The land between the mountains was many times broader than 
Roode Zand, very dry like the Carrow, and much higher than Houtniquas Land, 
that lay on the other fide of it. 

That piece of land, which lay on the other fide of the mountains to the left, was 
called Kankou. 

On the 2 2d, eroding Brack Rivier and Matjes Drift, and going through Matjes 
Kloof, where Lange Kloof begins, we rode paft Helbeck’s farm to Van Stade’s. 

Here we obferved on the plain, high and long, diftindl and feparate, mountains, 
which had the fame direction as the large chain of mountains before-mentioned. 

On the 23d, we paifed Buy’s eftate in our way to Gert van Roijen’s, near Diep 
Rivier. ' 

The mountains which here formed Lange Klcof, were, to the right, the long range 
of mountains fpoken of above, and, to the left, a connected ridge which began near 
Matjes Kloof, and, was lower than the long chain, of mountains that lay by the fide of 
it, and whofe tops could plainly be difeovered. The land which lay on the other fide 
of the laft-mentioned low ridge, and the higher ridge, is called Carmenaffiej a tradt of 
and, which is likewife already peopled by the induftrious colonifts. The country be- 
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hind that higher range of mountains is a poor, flat, and dry Carrow-field, which 
borders on the Eaftern Olyfant’s Rivier. 

The mountains in general ftretched eaft-north-eaft. 

On the 24th, we arrived at Tunis Bota’s farm. Here the ridge of mountains, 
over which we pafled to the left, divided and formed a vale, where nothing but 
ridges of mountains lay before us, and which was not more than about two mui'quot- 
fhot in breadth. The vale which we left to the right, goes to Iioutniquas mountains, 
over which one may get on horfeback to Iioutniquas woods. 

Proceeding on our journey we pafled on to Hans Olofson’s farm : here was a carriage 
road that led to Camenaflie Land, and Olyfant’s warm bath. 

On the 25th, we rode farther on in Lange Kloof to Mat Zondag’s. 

The land in Lange Kloof is bare, and without any fhrubs or bullies, but abounds 
much in grafs. 

The cold in winter is very fevere in this vale, and fnow fometimes falls here which 
lies on the ground three or four days. 

As the year before I had pretty j narrowly examined this fpot, and had gathered the 
few plants that grew upon it, I was now determined to climb up to die highelt fu in- 
tuits of the mountains, in order to obferve the direflion in which they ran ; but l 
could not poffibly have had a better reward for my pains, than the glorious prol'ped 
that now lay before me, in which a tract of mountains of a great many leagues (as it 
appeared to me) in breadth, divided into feveral ridges, with their intervening vales, 
was extended, like a map, before my eyes, and Ihewed me plainly that the grcatelt 
part of the road I had travelled lay over various ridges of mountains, and along va- 
rious dales, on a confiderable breadth of hilly country, where many thoufands of men, 
and millions pf other animals, find both food and flhelter ; while, on the other hand, 
the more plain and level land, in this fouthernmoft part of Africa, for want of water^ 
can feldom exhibit a fingle quadruped, or afford water to one folitary bird. 

I alfo obferved, that the ranges of mountains to the eaftward, diverged more ancl 
more from each other, fo that thofe that lay to the left, the farther they went into the 
country, the more eafterly was their direction. 

Want of houfe furniture, and a turn for cecononry, had induced the huflbandmen 
here to make lanterns out of calabalhes, which was done by cutting feveral holes in 
them. 0 


On the 26th, we fet out for Peter Frere’s, a bold and daring fportftnan, and one 
of the belt elephant-hunters in the country ; a man who fpoke the Hottentot language 
fluently. ° 

Oppofite to this fpot ended the Camenaflie country, and a waggon road went from 
thence acrofs the mountains. ' 

In all this tradof country, no other bufinefs was carried on than that of grazing - 
and a great quantity of butter was fent from hence to town, where the farmer received 
no more than from three to fix (livers per pound, although it Hands the Company in 
as much as two (hillings. 1 1 

. T he hufbandman,. on his journey to and from the Cape, refls in the day, and travels 
in die cod of die night ; but we were obliged to do juft the reverfe of this, if we 
wilhed to colled any plants and other things which conilituted the whole obied of our 
expedition. We took care therefore to turn our oxen out to grafs at night, at everv 
place where it could be done with fafety. Thus, one evening here, we had turned 
our oxen out to graze in the plain, but not far from the fhrm. The evening was 
darker than ufual : the dogs made a terrible noife, and the whole herd of oxen thronged 
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Howards the houfe, without our being able, as the night was fo dark, to go to their 
ailillance with lire-urms. In the morning, we found that the cattle had been purfued 
by a tyger-wolf (hyicna moot lata), and that one of our oxen had been bit in the groin* 
and a portion of the Ikin, fix inches broad, had been torn away ; but that the in- 
tellines did not hang out, nor were they otherwife hurt. The hyaena is a bold and 
ravenous animal, which frequently eats the faddle from under the traveller’s head, and 
the Ihocs from off his feet, while he lies fleeping in the open air. When one of thefe 
creatures gets into a fheep-fold, it not only commits great havock amongft the fheep, 
but terrifies them to fuch a degree, that they run all together in a heap, and fqueeze 
each other to death. 

On the 27th, having palled Stephanus Frere’s, we came to Matthew Streidung’s ; 
and, on the 28th, to Peter Nyckert’s, and afterwards to Andrew de Pre’s. 

I’.Iandboks {copra areas) were fometimes to be met with and fhot in the mountains. 
This goat is as large as a middle-fized horfe, and its flelh has an agreeable tafte. The 
tongue, however, which, when faltcd and dried, is frequently carried up to the Cape 
for*’ lale, is reckoned Itill more delicious, and is not inferior to a rein deer’s tongue. 
This goat was laid not to- butt with his horns, when wounded, as the Bonteboks and 
Oefmeboks (copra oryx) do. 

1 (aw the kid caught of a very fmall and extremely fcarce goat, called Orebi (capra 
?noulicoh.f). It was of a brown colour, fcarccly larger than a cat, and very handfome. 

'This animal was faid to inhabit the plains in .Lange Kloof j and, it was afferted, that 
neither lex have horns, though, it is highly probable, that the male has. 

Kouka lay direftly oppofite on the left hand, and was a narrow piece of land be- 
tween the mountains, which was already invaded by the colonifts, although it was fo 
liua.ll as to have only two farms on it. 

I was every whore told, that this extenfive country came more and more under the 
dominion of the Dutch colonifts, to whom the Hottentots were conftantly obliged to 
give way, and retire farther into the country. The Dutch always took poffefiion at 
iirll of the beft and molt fertile parts of the land, in the wider valleys, leaving to the 
Hottentots, for a little while longer, the inferior tradts, between mountains, in the nar- 
rower vales, till, at length, the poor favages were driven even out of thefe, and ob- 
liged entirely to quit their native plains. 

On the e.cjth we arrived, towards evening, at Thomas Frere’s, after a very trouble- 
foiuc day’s journey. The roads were very flippery and heavy, in confequence of the 
great rains that had fallen ; and the rivulets that ran in the ’middle of the valley, and 
which we were feveral times obliged to crofs, were of an unufual depth, fo that the 
proper place for fording them could not always be found. Ihis occafioned my driver, 
unfortunately for me, to mifs the right path, and he drove fo deep into the river, that 
the water role up to the middle of the cart, and- wetted my plants, both dried and 
frefli, my infe&s, clothes, &c. quite through ; fo that, when we arrived at the farm at 
night, I was obliged to look over, with incredible pains, and dry before the fire, a great 
multiplicity of articles, many of which, however, were quite fpoiled. I alfo now tra- 
velled in the cart myfclf, as my horfe had loft much flelh, and was fo much weaned by 
t he journey, that I had been obliged to leave him behind at the laft form. The water 
not only came up to my middle in the cart, but the bottom of the nver likewife was full 
of mud, which was ftirred up by the wheels, and which was fo thick and heavy,, that 
it was with the greateft difficulty that the oxen could drag the cart through..^ 

On the day following, being the 30th, we proceeded to Mebofch, a pretty little 
neat wood which has acquired its name from the large trees Eeffenboom, (or jrih-trees, 
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Ekebergia capenfis ), that grew here ; the leaf of which greatly refembles that ot the Eu- 
ropean a ill ('fraxinus'). Large fig-trees, too, [ficus capenjis) the fruit of which is eaten 
by the baboons, grew here in abundance. As there was no farm as yet laid out here- 
abouts, we took up our night's lodging in the open air, at the fide ol a lew bullies, and 
our faddles ferved us for pillows. 

On the ill of December, we went down Krommie Rivier country, which takes its 
name from Krommie Rivier (the Crooked River), that runs mcantlring through it. 
This valley is nothing but a continuation of Lange Kloof ; but finks lower by degrees, 
and is likewife narrower, being fometimes no more than a gun-fliot in breadth. It has 
fcarcely any level ground ; but Hopes off entirely from the mountains on each fide to 
the middle, where the finaller {breams that run down from thefe mountains are collect- 
ed, and form a large river. 

Lange Kloof and Kromme Rivier, in which there are at prefent but few of the an- 
cient inhabitants remaining, were formerly, in all probability, inhabited by the 1 ley- 
kom Hottentots, in great numbers. 

At the end of this valley, to the right, the heads of the mountains began to ap- 
proach clofer to each other, and to be lower, till, at length, they quite di (appeared, 
without reaching to the fea-fhore. The mountains, too, were bent out of their courfe 
in fuch a manner on each fide, that they now chiefly ftretched towards the foulh-call. 

We rode palt Vermak’s eftate, where Lange Kloofs and Kromme Rivier mountains 
came to an abfolute "termination on the left ; and the country now appeared very broad 
between the fea-lhore and that chain of mountains which extended {till farther to the 
left, paft Olyfant’ s warm bath : in this manner, that both the mountains to the right, 
and thofe to the left, which had hitherto extended from Bokke-veld, mow came to a 
termination ; and, to the left, were only feen the Olyfant mountains, ft retching about 
eaft-north-eaft, within which there were a few ranges of mountains that ran moltly call 
or north-eaft, but were of no great extent. 

So that the Olyfant mountains were feen to continue their courfe ; but of thefe, lc- 
veral ridges were plainly difeerned, which at laft terminated gradually in Angle points. 
The neareft vifible range to the left is called Zeeko Riviers-berg, and comes to a ter- 
mination near Ifaac Meyer’s farm, where we afterwards arrived. Behind it, was feen 
another ridge, called Meulen Riviers Mountain, which terminated near Kok’s farm, 
where we ftaid and relied ourfelves feveral days, as this farm was almoft the fartlier- 
moft of the colony on this fide. Behind the laft-mentioned ridge, another was feen to 
peep out farther on, which was called Kabeljaw Riviers-berg, and was terminated by 
the river of the fame name. 1 

Zeeko (or Sea-cow) River, which at a fmall diftance from the farm runs into the 
fea, is, in the part near the fea, tolerably well fupplied with liflj. The fifhes found in 
this and other rivers all come up from the fea 5 higher up, filh are feldom' to be met 
with in the rivers of this part of Africa; fo that there is no fifhing carried on at the 
mouths of the rivers, and then it is done with nets, and by thofe only whofe farias lie 
near the Ihore. One day, when my landlord’s fons went down to the fea-lhore a lifh- 
ing with a few Hottentots, I accompanied them thither for the purpofc of botanizing 
The river was very broad here, it is true, but fo choaked up with land-banks that had 
been can up from the fea, that when one went into it, the water did not come up higher 
than one’s middle. I walked about for feveral hours quite naked, as well for the lake 
of bathing, as ofcolleding infects and Ihrubs that grew there on the banks, with nothing 
but a handkerchief about my waift, not fufpeding that the fun-beams would have had 
any bad effect upon me. But, in a fhort time, I found that all that part of my body 
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which was above the water, was red and inflamed. This diforder increafed to filch a 
degree, that I was obliged to keep my bed for feveral days, and could not even bear -a 
fine calico lhirt on my body (efpecially over my lhoulders, which were the parts molt 
cxpofed to the fun’s rays), till I had anointed myfelf with cream, in order to lubricate 
my parched {kin. 

The fields here abounded in grafs, and, confequently, were proper for the rearing 
of horned cattle, which, with butter, were the only articles they could difpofe of at 
the Cape. 

They churned here almoft every day, and the butter-milk, which was very feldom 
confumed by the catde, formed rivulets, as it were, in the places where it had been 
thrown out. 

The Hottentots in this farmer’s fervice were numerous ; among thefe, the girls that 
were employed in churning were obliged to wafh themfelves, and keep themfelves clean, 
at lcaft their hands and arms. 

A curious and handfome fpecies of Bulfinch (Langflaart Loxia Macroura, the long- 
tailed grofs-beak of Latham) was fofind all over thefe fields, efpecially in fuch places 
as were boggy, or overgrown with rallies. It refembles the goldfinch in its red velvet 
fummer-drefs, in which the cock at this time of the year was fplendidly attired ; but 
differed much from that bird by its long tail, which was much longer than its body. 
In winter the cock is grey, as the hen, who has not a long tail, is all the year round. 
It was curious to fee this bird fly, with its long dependent tail that feemed to weigh it 
down, infomuch that it could never fly ftraight forward, but always zigzag up and 
down. In windy weather its flight was much impeded by the length of its tail, fo that 
it could not d*re& its courfe at will, but was frequently thrown out of its direction. 
Its flow flight (the heavieft I ever faw in the bird kind) made it eafy to (hoot 5 and 
when it rained, as well as in windy weather, one might almoft catch it with one’s 
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The Hottentots that live hereabouts, and even thofe that are in the fervice of the 
Europeans, intermarry without any ceremony or regularity. A woman too, here, has 
fometimes a hufband and a fubftitute. If a married Hottentot at any time goes on a 
journey, his wife may in his abfence marry another, a circumftance that^ happened to 
my driver, who, on his return home, with all that he had earned in his expedition, 
found himfelf a widower. 

loll year I had feen at different places, that the Hottentots who have no horfes, made 
ufe of draught oxen for riding and carrying burdens ; and I now had an opportunity to 
learn how thefe oxen were broke in. An ox that is defigned for riding muft be accuf- 
tomed to bear its rider a few weeks after it is calved, for which purpofe firft a fldn is 
tied over its back, with which it is turned into the field along with the cow. After? 
wards little Hottentot boys are fet upon its back, and when 'the animal is thus broke in 
a little, another calf, quite a novice, is tied faft to its fide, in order to tame it the better. 
Tips calf-riding, which was always done galloping, was entertaining enough, and the 
fport generally ended in the calf throwing its rider. 

A fmall grey fpecies of grafshopper (mantis faufta) was found both here and at 
other places, which has obtained the name of the Hottentots god, and is fuppofed to be 
worfhipped by them. I could not perceive any reafon for this fuppofinon, but it cer- 
tainly was held in fome degree of efteem; fo that they did not willingly hurt it, and 
deemed that perfon or creature fortunate on which it fettled, though without paying it 
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As water-turtle are found here, I caught one for the fake of the blood, with a view 
of trying its virtues againft the poifon of ferpents, as likewife to keep by me tor occa- 
fional ufe. A very fmall quantity of blood was procured from a turtle that was not 
larger than the palm of one’s hand. After the head was cut off, and the blood hau 
run out, the ferum was feparated, and the red part that fwam at top, was dried upon 
paper, when it fcaled off and turned black. 

As the fpecies of palm called the bread-tree (zamia Caffra) was found m thcle parts, 
we looked for the fruit, which is very fcarce, and gathered the feeds. Certain trees 
produce only male flowers, in a large cone without feeds, and other trees again yield a 
fimilar cone, as large as a man’s head, with genuine feeds. To the 1 under part of the 
feales of the male cone are fixed an infinite number of antherse, which burft, and con- 
tain a white toughifh pollen. On the female cone, feeds, as large as Jordan almonds 
with the fhells on, are contained between the feales, furrounded with a reddifh pulp, 
which is good to eat. The fruit fprang out of the very top of the palm, frequently 
before there was time for the item to be formed above the furface of the earth. Ihc 
feed was fuppofed to come up befl after being planted out, if it was covered with flraw, 
which was to be fet on fire, and burnt down clofe to the ground ; or if the feed was 
pxevioufly fteeped in warm water. 

In the whole of the extenfive trad of country which we had traverfed, from Roode 
Zand to Camtoiis Rivier, populous as it now is, not a church is to be found. The 
farmers indeed had' requefted to have one, and, although all the reft of the clergy, as 
well in the town as in the country, are paid by the Company, had offered to pay the 
clergyman themfelves, provided the church were ereded in the middle of the colony, 
a place moft convenient for them all ; propofals likewife had been given in for this pur- 
pofe, and even permiflion afleed for them to build one at their own expence near Kaf- 
ferkuyls Rivier, by which place moil of them muft pafs in their journey to the Cape : 
but this well-meant and pious undertaking had been now for feveral years without fuc- 
cefs, owing to the oppofition of the landroft and a few of his neighbours, who wifhed 
to have the new chuch built near his refidence of Zwellendam, although it lies at one 
end of an extenfive colony. 

Our landlord was an elderly man, and born in Europe : he was one of the kceneft 
fportsmen in the country, and had made long journeys at various times into the interior 
part of the coaft of Caffraria, in order to fhoot elephants, by the fale of whofe teeth die 
had acquired a tolerable fortune, and had finally fixed his abode here in a pleafant 
and advantageous fpot. He related to me upon his honour feveral circumftances to 
which he had been an eye-witnefs, and which a traveller is fo very fcldom fortunate 
enough to have an opportunity of feeing himfelf. Once, for inftance, when he was out 
a hunting, having obferved a fea-cow {hippopotamus amphibius) that had gone a little 
way up from a neighbouring river, in order to calve ; he, with his fuite, lay {till and 
concealed in the bufhes, till the calf made its appearance, when one of them fired, and 
fhot the mother dead on the fpot ; the Hottentots, who imagined that after this they 
could catch the calf alive, immediately ran out of their hiding-place to lay hold of it, 
but, though there were feveral of them, the new-born calf, which was ftill wet and flip- 
pery ? got away from them,' and made the belt of its way to the river, without having 
previoufly received any inftructions from its mother, either relative to the way it fhould 
take, or to this moft natural means of faring itfelf. He alfo told me that the female 
elephant always kneels in the a£fc of copulation, and that therefore the male can never 
line her, excepting when fee is hot. Concerning lions, the mode of hunting them, 
their nature and manners, he knew much from his experience ; and I took the more 

i pains 
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pains to procure information relative to thefe matters, as I now had defigned to wander 
toi a long time through a country where the Iky would be my only canopy, and an 
inhabited by wild beafts, my lodging $ and as at the lame time I was very 
fenfiblc that it was of no little fervice to a traveller to be acquainted with the nature and 
difpofition of the wild beafts, which he is carefully to avoid. 

A lion may lie in a bulh without moving when a man is palling by, fo that the m an 
feems only to take no notice of it. It may likewife perhaps llart up, without doing any 
harm, it the man do but Hand ftill, and not take to his legs. A hungry lion, however, 
is much more dangerous, and lefs merciful ; yet it is not fond of attacking a man, at 
leaft it is very nice in the choice of its prey, fo that it prefers a dog to an ox, and had 
much rather eat a Hottentot than a chriftian, perhaps becaufe the Hottentot, being be- 
ftnearcd, always ftinks, and becaufe, as he never ufes fait or fpices, the juices of his 
body are not fo acrid. It likewife rather attacks a Hottentot or Have than buffalo-beef 
that is hanging up ; thus it happened to our landlord one night, that the lion paffed 
through the bullies where beef of this kind was hung up in order to feize a lleeping 
Hottentot . In a wood, to climb up into a tree is a fure way of avoiding the lion, but 
not the tiger, which frequently, when warmly purfued by the hounds, runs up into a 
tree, and finds a fale afylum there. On meeting a lion, one ought never to run away, 
but (laud Hill, pluck up courage, and look it Hern in the face. If a lion lies Hill with- 
out wagging its tail, there is no danger, but if it makes any motion with its tail, then it 
is hungry, and you are in great danger. If you are fo fituated that there is a pit be- 
tween the lion and yourlelf, you may then fire on it, as it will not venture acrofs the 
pit, neither will it purfuc any one up an height. 

In proportion as the farmers have cleared the land, and laid out farms in the interior 
parts of the country, the lion and other fierce animals have neceffarily been put to flight 
and dcltroycd. This our holt knew not long fince by woeful experience, but now 
lived in lbme degree of fecurity with refpefl to his flocks and herds.. The lion is pof- 
fefi'ed of fuch immenfe ftrength, that he will not only attack an ox of the largeft fize, 
but will very nimbly throw it over its fhoulders, and leap over a fence four met high 
with it, although at the fame time the ox’s legs hang dangling on the ground. No 
animal is cafier to extirpate than the lion, notwithstanding its great ftrength, agility, and 
fagacity. After having difeovered by the track, how many lions there are in the troop, 
the fame number of mufquets are placed on the fpot whither it is fuppofed that the lion 
will come ; after this a piece of carrion is tied to a ftrong cord, which is fattened to the 
trigger of one of thefe guns ; the inftant that the lion touches the carrion, the gun goes 
off, which is fo placed as to jfihoot the bead through the head. The other lions that 
are prefent are fo far from being feared away by the report, that it may happen that one 
of them fhall go towards the finoke, and fix its claws into the difeharged gun, and all 
the reft, one after the other, fall before the other guns, infomuch that fometimes the 
whole troop is deftroyed in one night. But fhould a lion chance to be only wounded, 
and not killed on one of thefe occafions, he will never more approach a fpring-gun, and 
the lion thus wounded will attack a man without being impelled to it by hunger. 

The hoof-diftem'per began now, as the heat of the fummer increafed, to appear 
amongft the horned cattle, and fome of my Englifh fellow-travellers’ team were affect- 
ed with it, infomuch that he was obliged to exchange them for others that appeared 
to be healthier. 

My oxen had no other complaint than hunger, and they were fo emaciated and 
worn out, that it would feem as if no diftemper could lay hold on their lean ribs and 
finall fhanks. In the mean-time, after pur cattle were refled, we fet out to continue 

02 our 
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our route as far as the mountains called the Snow Mountains. And as the country 
through which we were to pafs afterwards was either inhabited by Hottentots only, or 
quite uninhabited, we refolved to take with us fome Hottentots as interpreters, guides, 
and guards, and at the fame time to lay in a fmall ftock of provifion. . 

Our worthy hoftefs, therefore, put up for us a parcel of wheat-bifcuits a few loaves 
of wheaten bread, and a fmall tub of butter, and likewife killed a large lheep, which 
was falted, and fewed up in its own {kin. 

The Hottentot language is not every where the fame, but has very different dialects ; 
all of them, however, are commonly pronounced with a kind of fmack, or clacking 
of the organs of fpeech. This clacking I obferved to be made in three diffei ent ways, 
which renders it al molt impoflible for the Europeans to fpeak it properly, although 
their children, who have been brought up among thofe of the Hottentots, learn to 
fpeak it fluently. The firft of thefe modes of clacking is the denial in which the tip 
of the tongue is {truck againlt the teeth. The fecond is the palatial , when the noifc 
is made by the tongue ftriking againft the palate. The third, or guttural , is the molt 
difficult of all, and performed quite low down in the throat, with the very root of 
the tongue. Thefe clackings are the more difficult to perform, as they muft be made 
at the very inftant of uttering the word, and not before nor after. They occur not 
only in the beginning, but likewife in the middle of a word ; and fometimes two clack- 
ings occur in a word of two or three fyllables. When feveral Hottentots fit conven- 
ing together, the found is very like the clacking of fo many geefe. That the pronun- 
ciation of the language is troublefome to them, was very evident to me, from the 
gefticulations they made, and from the circumftance that they wearied their lips. They 
could talk, however, with a tobacco-pipe in their mouths, but in very fhort fentences 
only. The language of the Caffres I obferved was much eafier, and was fpokon with 
much lefs clacking, which was heard in fome few words only. 

So that the inhabitants of this fouthernmofl promontory of Africa have a regular 
language *, " but, in other refpeds, are fo rude and uncultivated as to have no letters, 
nor any method of writing or delineating them, either on paper, in wood, or on {tone. 
It is in vain, therefore, to feek for any kind of learning, or any antique records, 
among them ; and few nations in the world, perhaps, are lefs enlightened than they. 
Thus too the Hottentots could not name in their language feveral things in ufc 
among the colonifts, fuch as bafon, the bow of a yoke for draught oxen, a kettle, to- 
bacco, fee. 

As I was fometimes, for feveral weeks together, among the Hottentots, out of the 
bounds of the coloiiy, I was obliged to learn fomething of their language ; and, the 
better to recoiled what I had learned, I formed a fmall vocabulary, and, with three 
different marks, diftinguifhed the three ufual clackings 5 of which the dental is marked 
with the letter a, the palatial with a, and the guttural with a. 

Kolbe has a long lift of words in the Hottentot language ; and Profeffor Sparrman 
has even given us feveral dialefts of it : and, as fome part of what I have taken down 
differs from theirs, I have here annexed it, for the ufe of thofe that are curious on the 
fubjed of languages. 
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Dog 
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Dog 

ARiKJE, T utu, Tup 

Bitch 

Tus 

Flea 

aTTI 

Milk 

Br,Bir 

Bread 

Bae 

Give bread 

Br£ Marc 

Butter 

BING6I 

Good day 

DAUe, Dabetc 

Ilerap 

DaKI-IAN 

Fire 

oI,eIP,NeIP 

Make fire 

el Koa Kol 

Which is the way 7 

Danna HAA SE 

to the next village? \ 

aKnoi aDu 

Where is ? 

Demma 

Cow 

G6S,GoOSA 

Cow’s milk 

G6SB1P 

Good evening 

Gol MOTSKf 

Dwelling-place 

Geiiikp 

Bad weather 

HoMA 

Come hither 

Hjsva ha, KoNG 

Come hither, my 7 
friend \ 

Haoatsciii 

Ox 

HoGo, KUMAP 

Bring hither 

Hanka 

Horfe 

Hakva, Haap 

Where is the horfe ? 

Hakva Demma iia ? 

Bring the horfe hither Hakva Seo 

Table 

Heid 

Wife 

HoNNES, KUS 

Water 

KaMMA ' 

Lyon 

KaMA 

Mouth 

KaM 

Nice, delicious 

K a nji 

Good morning 

KoA Mostschi 

Tobacco-pipe 

Kop 

Man . 

KuPP 

Drink . 

Ka 

Foot-path 

Kudu 

Houfe, farm 

Komma 

It is good 

Kan hem 

Buffalo 

K a w 

Sea-cow 

KoU 

Hole 

KoU, Tw a p 

To beat 

KOA 

Gun 

Kaeu 

Penis 

Hop 

Gians Penis 

KoUTERE 

Father 

Ambup, Txkkop 

Mother 

Andes, Tissos 


Sifter 

Kans, Tjkandi 

Brother 

Karup, TicaKwa 

Fine weather 

T a m 

Pot, drum 

Su 

Caffre corn 

Semi 

Warm 

Saxo 

To eat 

SINNo 

Knife 

NoRAP 

Chair 

NENaMHoP 

To fleep 

OM 

To fow with a nee- 7 ^ 
die, to darn C ° M 

Houfe 

Omma 

Eye 

Mu 

Give 

Marc 

Money 

Mari 

Eyes 

Mum:' 

Hat, cap 

Kaba, Taba 

Wolf 

KoKA 

Egg 

KaBIKA 

Cock 

KoUKEKURR 

Cold 

Korosa 

Waggon 

Kroi, Krojim, Kuke 

Red glafs beads ^ 

Krakwa (by the Caf- 
fres Kiti Km) 

Elk antelope 

KeN 

Female elk 

Kexs 

Elks, a troop of 

KaNNA 

Meat, flelh 

Kop 

People 

Keuna 

Tooth 

KoM 

Nofe 

KoYP 

Iron, copper 

KoRUP 

Breaft of a woman 

Samma 

Where is the wag- 7 

Hava krojem ? 

gonr \ 

Here is the waggon 

HffiVA Krojim 

Mare 

Hass 

Fox 

GIep 

Run away 

Su se K6N 

Tiger 

Gvassup 

Ichneumon 

eP 

Sheep 

Cheft 

Gona 

GeIP 

Hart beaft 

Kammap 

A rock 

Oip 

Have you feen ? 

Musko 

Drove of oxen 

Manqua 

If you pfeaie' 

KuMSEA',HuNKOP 

Turn 
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Turn about, drive 
back 


} 


Karra 


A Hottentot drefs Namkva 
E uphorbia viminalis Kdijop 


The children, -which among the Hottentots are numerous, at firft wear rings about 
their legs made of rufhes, inftead ofthofethat are formed of hides, till they become 
accuilomed to them. In like manner I obferved, that the Caffre boys at ni it exeicucd 
thomfelves in throwing a pointed flick, till in procefs of time they were able to manage 

the javelin. • .. 

The Hottentots are much inclined to believe in witchcraft, and when any one falls 
fick, or dies, they conlider him as bewitched. 

The Hottentots univerfally wore a bag juft before the parts of lhamc, which was 
made of the grey part of the back of the Cape fox, and was fattened round the body 
with a thong. The Caffres wore a bag fimilar indeed to this, but made of another kind 
of fkin, and at the fame time fo frnall that it fometimes did not cover more than the 
forefkin. 

At the entertainments which the Hottentots made, and particularly thofc made to 
divert us, I had an opportunity of feeing their card-playing, and a kind of an inftrument 
called Kora. It refembles at firft fight a fiddle-flick, and was made of a wooden flick, 
over Which was extended a firing. At the end of this was fattened the tip of a quill, 
and upon this they played with their lips, blowing as if it were a wind inllrumtint, fo 
as to make it produce a jarring found. What they call card-playing, was a particular 
fport, in playing at which they talked, ftiapped their fingers, and laughed. 

Having laid in a flock of provifions for our journey, and put our fire-arms in good 
order, on the 9th of December, we rook the road to Cabeljaus Rivier, where the lafl. 
farm now laid out was looked after by a fervant, and belonged to Van Rhenen, a rich 
burgher at the Cape. 

On the 10th we crofted Camtous Rivier, which at this time formed the boundaries 
of the colony, and which was not fuffered to extend farther. This was ftri&ly prohi- 
bited in order that the colonifts might not be induced to wage war with the courageous 
and intrepid Caffres, or the Company fuffer any damage by that means. The country 
hereabouts was fine, and abounded in grafs. 

Proceeding farther we came to Looris Rivier, where the country began to be hilly 
and mountainous, like that of Houtniquas, with fine woods both in the clefts of til emouii- 
tains, and near the rivulets ; here and there we faw large pits that had been dug, for 
thepurpofe of capturing elephants and buffaloes. In the middle of the pit flood a pole, 
which was very fharp at the top, and on which the animal is impaled alive, if it fhould 
chance to fail into the pit. 

The Hottentot captain that refided in this neighbourhood, immediately on our arrival, 
paid us a vifit in the evening, and encamped with part of his people not far from us. 
Ijie was diftinguifhed from the reft by a cloak, made of a tiger’s fain, and a ltaff that 
he carried in his hand. 

On the 11th we patted Galgebofch in our way to Van Stade’s Rivier, where we 
lighted our fires, and took up our night’s lodging. The Gonaquas Hottentots that 
lived here, and were intermixed with Caffres, vifited us in large bodies, and met with 
a hearty reception, and 'what pleaded them mod, fome good Dutch tobacco. Several 
of them wore the fains of tigers, which they had themfelves killed, and by this gallant 
addon were entitled to wear them as trophies. Many carried in their hands a fox’s tail, 
tied to a flick, with which they wiped off the fweat from their brows. As thefe peo- 
ple had a tolerable flock of cattle, we got milk from them in plenty, milked into bafaets 

which 
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which were perfectly water-tight, but for the moft part fo dirty that we were obliged 
to ftrafo the milk through a linen cloth. 

On title i ath in the morning, we patted Van Stade’s Rivier, and arrived at two large 
villages confiding of a great many round huts, difpofed in a circular form. The peo- 
ple crowded forward in Ihoals to our waggon, and our tobacco feemed to have the fame 
effcft on them as the magnet has on iron. The number of grown perfons appeared 
to me to amount to at lealt two or three hundred. When the greateft part of them had 
received a little tobacco, they retired well pleafed, to a diftance in the plain, or elfe 
returned home. The major part of them were dreffed in calf-fkins, and not in Iheep- 
fldns, like the Hottentots. 

We had brought with us fcvcral things from town, with which we endeavoured either 
to gain their friendftiip, or reward their fervices, fuch as fmall knives, tinder-boxes, 
and finall looking-glades. To the chief, of them weprefented fome looking-gl fies, and 
were highly diverted at feeing the many pranks thefe fimple people played with them : 
one or more looking at thcmfelves in the glafs at the fame time, and then Haring at 
each other, and laughing ready to burlt their fides ; but the moil ridiculous part of the 
fared was, that they even looked at the back of the glafs, to fee whether the fame 
figure presented itielf as they faw in the glafs. 

Tliele people, who were well made, and of a fprightly and undaunted appearance, 
adorned themfelvcs with brufhes made of the tails of animals, which they wore in their 
hair, on their legs, and round their waift. Some had thongs cutout of hides, and 
others firings of glafs-beads, bound feveral times round their bodies. ^ But upon no part 
of their drefs did they fet a greater value than upon finall and bright metal plates of 
copper or brafs, either round, oblong or fquare. Thefe they fcowered with great care, 
and hung them with a firing, either in their hair, on their foreheads, on their breaks, 
at: the back of their neck, or before their pofteriors ; and fometimes, if they had many 
of them, all round their heads. My Englifli fellow-traveller had brought with him 
one of thofe medallions firuck in copper, and gilt, that had been lent by the two Tng- 
lifh thins, which were at this time failing towards the fouth pole, to be diitributed 
amonglt the different nations in that quarter of the globe. This medal was given to one 
of the CallVes who was very familiar with us, and who was fo well pleafed with it, that 
he accompanied us on the whole of our journey and back again, with his medal hang- 
ing down glittering juft before the middle of his forehead. _ f , 

Some of tiiel’e people had hanging before their breafts a conic purfemadeofthe 
undrefled {kin of an animal, which was fattened about the neck by four lea hern thongs, 
and ferved them for a tobacco pouch. Some of them wore about their necks a necklace 
made of fmall {hells, called ferpent’s {hulls (cypraa moncta\ ^ un S^P° n n a f 7 h rl p n S’ and 
to this hung a tortoife-lhell, for keeping the Bukku ointment m. Moft of them 
armed with as many javelins as they could well hold rnone hand. 

The huts were covered over with mats made of ruflies, which, with their mi 

kets, were fo clofe that no water could penetrate them. , hndto the 

The range of mountains which during our whole journey we had fother o had to the 
left, now came to a termination ; and, to the right of us, was feen the fea. A larger 
ruio-e of mountains, however, proceeded farther into the country to the left. 

‘ The country hereabouts was full of wild beafts. of every kind, and th f e J or ® 
dangerous to travel through. We were more particularly anxious concerning our cat- 
tle which might cafily be feared away by the lions, and loft to us for ever. 

Wc were likewife too few in number, and not fufficiently armed, to P rot ?^ 
againft the inhabitants, whofe language our Hottentots now no longer perfe y 
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flood. We therefore came to a refolution to entice from this village another troop of 
Hottentots to go along with us, which we accordingly did, by promifing them a leward 
5 tobacco and other trifles that^ they were fond of, as alfo to kill for them a quantity 
of buffaloes fuflicient for their fupport. This promife procured us a great many moie 
than we wanted, and our troop confifted now of above an hundred men. 

The i <tfh. The country in which we now were, was called Krak.ak.aniina, and 
abounded with grafs and wood, as well as wild beafts of every kind, which were here 
{till fecure in fome meafure from the attacks of the colonifts ; thefe were chiefly buffa- 
loes, elephants, two-horned rhinocerofes, ftriped horfes and affes, (Zebra, yuagga) 
and feveral kinds of goats, particularly large herds of Hartebeefts (copra dorccis). 

We travelled firfl to Krakakamma Valley, and afterwards from hence farther down- 
wards to the fea-fhore, where there was a great quantity of underwood, as well as wood 
of a larger growth, filled with numerous herds of buffaloes, that grazed m the adjacent 


F In the afternoon, when the heat of the day abated, we went out with a few of our 
Hottentots a hunting, in hopes of killing fomething wherewith tofatisfy the craving fto- 
machs of our numerous retinue. After we had got a little way into the wood, we fpied 
an extremely large herd of wild buffaloes (bos coffer), which being in the aft of graz- 
ing, held down their heads, and did notobferve us till we came within three hundred 
paces of them. At this inftant the whole herd, which appeared to confifl of about five 
or fix hundred large beafts, lifted up their heads, and viewed us with attention. So 
large an afiemblage of animals, each of which taken fmgly is an extremely terrible 
objedt, would have made any one fhudder at the fight, even one who had not, like me, 
the year before, had occafion to fee their aftoniflhing ftrength, and experience the rough 
manner in which they treat their opponents. Neverthelefs as we were now apprized 
of the nature of the animals, and their not readily attacking any one in the open plains, 
we did not dread either their ftrength or number, but, not to frighten them, flood Hill 
a little while, till they again ftooped down to feed; when with quick flops, we 
approached within forty paces of them. We were three Europeans, and as many 
Hottentots trained to fhooting, who carried mufquets, and the reft of the Hottentots were 
armed with their javelins. The whole herd now began to look up again, and faced us 
with a brifk and undaunted air ; we then judged it was time to fire, and all at once let 
fly among them. No fooner had we fired, than the whole troop, intrepid as it other- 
wife was, furprifed by the flafh and report, turned about and made for the woods, and 
left us a fpectacle not to be equalled in its kind. The wounded buffaloes feparated 
from the reft of the herd, and either could not keep up with it, or elfe took another 


road. 

Among thefe was an old bull buffalo, which came clofe to the fide where we flood, 
and obliged us to take to our heels, and fly before him. It is true, it is impoffible for 
a man, how fait foever he may run, to outrun thefe animals ; neverthelefs we were 
fo far inftru&ed for our prefervation, as to know that a man may efcape tolerably well 
from them, as long as he is in an open and level plain j as the buffalo, which has very 
fmall eyes in proportion to the fize of its head, does not fee much Tideways, but only 
ftraight forward. When therefore it is come pretty near, a man has nothing more to 
do than to throw himfelf down on one fide. The buffalo, which always gallops ftraight 
forward, does not obferve the man that lies on the ground, neither does it mil's its 
enemy, till he has had time enough to run out of the way. Our wounded bull came 
pretty near us, but paffed on one fide, making the belt of his way to a copfe, which, 
however, he did not quite reach before he fell. In the mean time, the reft of our 

12 Hottentots 
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Hottentots had followed a cow that was mortally wounded, and with their javelins' 
killed a calf. We, for our parts, immediately went up to the fallen bull, and found 
that the ball had entered his cheft, and penetrated through the greateft part of his 
body, notwithstanding which he had run at full fpeed feveral hundred paces before he 
fell. He was far from being young, of a dark grey colour, and almoft without any 
hairs, which, on the younger fort, are black. The body of this animal was extremely 
thick, but his' legs, on the other hand, fhort. When he lay on the ground, his body 
was fo thick, that I could not get on him without taking a running jump. When our 
drivers had flayed him, at leaft in part, we chofe out the moft flefhy pieces, and pickled 
fome, and at the fame time made an excellent repaft on the fpot. Although I had 
taken it into my head that the flefli of an old bull like this would have been both 
coarfe and tough, yet, to my great aftonifhment, I found that it was tender, and tailed 
like all other game. The remainder of the bull, together with the cow and the calf, 
was given to the Hottentots for their fhare, who were not at all behind hand, but 
immediately made a large fire on the fpot, and boiled the pieces they had cut off with- 
out delay. What they preferred, and firft of all laid on the fire, were the marrow- 
bones, of which, when broiled, they eat the marrow with great eagernefs. The guts, 
meat, and offals, they hung up on the branches of trees ; fo that, in a fhort time, the 
place looked like a flaughter-houfe , about which the Hottentots encamped, in order to 
broil their vi&uals, eat, and fleep. 

On the approach of night, my fellow-travellers and I thought it beft to repair to 
our waggons, and give orders for making our cattle faff, before it grew quite dark. 
In our way we paffed within a few hundred paces of five lions, which, on feeing us, 
walked oil' into the woods. 

Having tied our beafts to the wheels of our waggons, fired our pieces off two or 
three times in the air, and kindled feveral fires round about our encampment, all very 
necefiary precautions for our fecurity, as well with refpeQ to the elephants as more 
particularly to the lions, we lay down to reft, each of us with a loaded mufquet by his 
fide, committing ourlelves to the care of God’s gracious providence. The like pre- 
cautions we always obferved in future, when obliged to encamp in fuch places where 
man indeed feemed to rule by day, but wild beafts bore the fway at night. Thefe free 
denizens of the earth, for the moft part, lie quiet and ftill, in the lhade of woods and 
copfes, during the day, their time for feeding being in the cool of the evening and at 
night, at which time lions and other beafts of prey come out to feek their food, and 
devour the more innocent and defencelefs animals. A lion cannot by dint of ftrength, 
indeed, feizc a buffalo, but always has recourfe to art, and lies in wait under fome 
bufh, and principally near rivulets, where the buffalo comes to drink. He then fprings 
upon his back with the greateft agility, with his tremendous, teeth biting the buffalo 
in the nape of his neck, and wounding him in the fides with his claws, till, quite 
wearied out, he finks to the ground and dies. _ ’ „ 

On the 15th, in the morning, I went out to fee whether the trees ot the woods, ot 
which this part’of the country confifted, had yet any bloffoms upon them ; but found 
that the f'ummer was not far enough advanced, and that the trees were fo clofe to each 
other, and fo full of prickles, that without cutting my way through them, I could not 
advance far into the wood, which, befides, was extremely dangerous, on account of 
the wild beafts. Here, and in other places, where it was woody, we obferved near 
the watering-places, the irelh tradts of buffaloes, as alfo the trails and dung of ele- 
phants, two-horned rhinocerofes, and other animals. 

voju xvi. p n 



io5 thunberg’s account op THE CATE 0*’ GOOD HOPE. 

In the plains there were ltriped horfes and afies (equus zebra and quagga') arlc- 
beefts (capra dorcas ), Koedoes ( copra JirepJieeros ), &c. . 

We therefore got ready and fet out for Zwartkop’s Rivier, and the Salt Pan, not far 
diftant from it, where we baited during the heat of the day. Near this Salt Pan, as 
it is called, we had the finefl view in the world, which delighted us the more as it was 
very uncommon. This Salt Pan was now, to ufe the expreffion, in its bell attire, and 
made a moft beautiful appearance. It formed a valley of about three-quarters of a 
mile in diameter, and Hoping off by degrees, fo that the water in the middle was 
fcarcely four feet deep. A few yards from the water’s edge this valley was encircled 
by a mound, feveral fathoms high, which was overgrown with brufh-wood. _ It was 
rather of an oval form, and took me up a good half hour to walk round it. The 
foil neareft the valley was fandy ; but, higher up, it appeared to confift, in many places, 
of a pale Hate. The whole Salt Pan, the water of which was not deep, at the lame 
time that the bottom was covered with a fmooth and level bed of fait, at this jundlui'e, 
being the middle of fummer and in a hot climate, exactly refembled a frozen lake 
covered with ice, as clear and tranfparent as cryftal. The water had a pure falinc talie 
without any thing bitter in it. In the heat of the day, as faff as the water evaporated, 
a fine fait cryftallizing on the furface firlfc appeared there in the form of glittering 
feales, and afterwards fettled at the bottom. It was frequently driven on one fide by 
the wind ; and, if collected at that time, proved to be a very fine and pure fait. The 
Salt Pan had begun to grow dry towards the north-eaft end, but to the fouth- welt ward, 
to which it inclined, it was fuller ; to the weft ward, it ran out into a long neck. 

It appeared to us fomewhat ftrange, to find, fo far from the fea, and at a confiderablo 
height above it, fuch a large and faturated pool of falt-water. But the water which 
depofits this fait, does not come at all from the fea, but folely from the rains which 
fall in fpring, and totally evaporate in fummer. The whole of the foil of this country 
is entirely fait. The rain-water which diifolves this, runs down from the adjacent 
heights, and is colle&ed in this bafon, where it remains and gradually evaporates ; and 
the longer it is evaporating the falter it is. 

The colonifts who live in Lange Kloof, and in the whole country extending from 
thence towards this fide, as alfo in Kamdebo, Kankou, and other places, are obliged 
to fetch their fait from this fpot. 

It was faid, that not far from this were two more falt-pans, which however yielded no 
fait till they were quite dry. 

Several infects we found drowned in the fait water, fome of which were fuch as I could 
not meet with on the bulhes alive, during the few hours that I ftaid here and walked 
about the copfes, which my curiofity induced me to do, although it was a very danger- 
ous fpot, on account of the lions. 

Our Hottentots, of whom we had now but a few in our fuite, and whom we had left 
to take care of our oxen that were turned out to grafts, we found fait afleep, overcome 
by the heat of the day. Towards evening, we drove a little farther on, and arrived at 
Kuka,. where the brook was already a mere ftagnant puddle, and had only a brackilh 
water in it ; neverthelefs we took up our night’s lodging here. 

We were furprifed to find here a poor farmer, who had encamped in this place, with 
his wife and children, by ftealth, in order to feed and augment his l'niall herd. And 
indeed thefe poor people were no lefs aftonifhed, not to fay terrified, at our arrival, in 
the idea that we either had.or might inform the government againft them for refiding out 
of the appointed boundaries. The farmer had only a fmall hut made of branches of 
trees for his family, and another adjacent to it, by way of kitchen. We vifited them 
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in their little manfion, and, at our requeft, were entertained by them with milk. But 
we had not been long feated before the whole bafon of milk was covered with a fwarm 
of flics, fo as to be quite black with them; and the hut was fo infefted with flies, that 
we could not open our mouths to fpeak. Within fo fmall a fpace I never beheld, before 
nor fince, fuch an amazing number of thefe infefts. 

We therefore haftened to our carts ; and having kindled our fires, and pitched our 
camp at a little diftance from the hut, likened the whole night to the howling of wolves, 
and the dreadful roaring of lions. 

On the morning following, being the 16th of December, we proceeded to Great 
Sunday River, the banks of which were very fteep, and the adjacent fields arid and 
meagre. 

The major part of our ample retinue of Hottentots had now left us, after having got, 
in the courfe of the journey, venifon enough to feaft on, and as we were approaching 
nearer and nearer to a country which would foon be changed to a perfed defart, where 
no game nor venifon was to be hoped for ; and where it was expe&ed that want of water 
would he in the higheft degree experienced. And, indeed, we now not only found 
ourfdves almolt alone, but the oxen belonging to my Englifh fellow-traveller were fo 
allli&ed with the hoof-diftemper, that feveral of them were lame, and fome of them were 
hardly fit to be put any longer to the waggon. 

In confequence of this we held a council with the drivers ; and, after mature delibera- 
tion, refolved, though fore againft our wills, to turn back, not finding it practicable to 
proceed, with emaciated and fick cattle like ours, through a barren and defert country, 
to the Dutch fettlements near the Snow Mountains and in Camdebo. 

We did not, however, neglect previoufly to enquire of the Gonoquas Hottentots con- 
cerning the nature of the country, the watering-places for cattle, the wild beafts there, 
&c. and found that the plain was already very much dried up, and that long and forced 
marches (to ufe the expreffion) mult have been made between the few brackifh watering- 
places that were to be met with in the way. 

It is however not always eafy to get the truth out of the Hottentots. One muft 
never attack them with queftions to the point, when one wifhes to know the truth of any 
tiling ; but it mult be Allied out of them by degrees, and, as it were,, difeourfing upon 
other fubjects. The Hottentots are alfo extremely referved, and wilh before-hand to 
know whether their vilitors are good or bad people. Befides, as the Hottentots had 
now left us, we were deprived of the interpreters we lhould want, fhould we chance in 
our road to fall in with the Caffres or other nations. The Caffres, it is true, are not bad 
in themlelvcs ; but, as they are in great want of iron, they are fometimes fo greedy after 
it, as to nuke no confcience of murdering a Chriftian for the fake of getting the iron 
from oft' the wheels of his waggon, which they forge and grind to make heads for their 
javelins. Thefe Caffres a few years before had murdered Heupnaer and fome of his 
company, who, in order to barter for elephants’ teeth, had travelled into the country of 
the Caffres and TambukkL 

The Snow Mountains (Snecuvvberg), whither we had intended to dired our courfe, is 
a tract of land which lies very high, and, as it were, on a mountain, with other elevated 
(raffs lying near it. It has acquired its name from the cold which prevails there, and 
the fnow that kills upon it. Sometimes the fnow lies there from one year to the other.; 
and then the colonifts are obliged to remove from thence to the Lower-lands, as it is 
called. To the eaftward of the Snow Mountains, and farther to the northward, above 
the country of the Caffres, lies that of the Tambukki; and to this joins a people that 
are whiter than the Hottentots, with curling hair, and are called Little Chinefe. ■ 
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The Caffres, whofe country properly begins near the Great Fifh River (Grootc Vii’cfa 
Rivier), raife a kind of peafe and beans, and a fpecies of boicus , and at the fame time., 
are in poffeffion of large herds of cattle. 

As foon as the afternoon began to feel cool, and we had in fome degree invei ligated 
the plants which were to be found here, near Kukakamma, we fet out on our journey 
homeward, not by the fame way by which we had coine, but by the upper road to Van 
Stade’s Rivier, and from thence to Zeeko Rivier, where we arrived l’afe on the 20th of 
December. 

In the environs of Van Stade’s River were the fineft woods. I had feen in the whole 
country. Few of the trees, however, were as yet in bloom. The Affagay-tree ( curtjia 
Jagineri), of which the Hottentots and Caffres make the Jhafts of their javelins, grew 
here in abundance, and began now to develope its diminutive bloffoms. A. groat num- 
ber of butterflies ( papilimes ), that are other wife fo very fcarce in this part of Africa, 
flew round about the tops of the trees, without our being able to reach them. 

On one lide of our road I obferved a heap of boughs of trees, on which molt of the 
Hottentots threw a few twigs as they palled, and, on enquiring the reafon, was told that 
it was the grave of a dead Hottentot. 

On .our return, wepaffed a few days before Chriftmas with our old friend Jacob Kok, 
where we found fufEcient employment in drying and getting in order the thick-leaved 
and fucculent plants which we had gathered in our laft expedition up the country, and 
where our oxen in fome meafure recruited their ftrength and flelh. The Calvinilts do 
not keep Chrifunas, but every one goes about his bufmefs as ufual : but New-year’s 
day is thus far kept as a holiday, that on this day neighbours vifit each other. 

A fmall vineyard was planted here, as likewife at a few more farms near Kromnio 
Rivier ; but the grapes did not ripen very well, on which account the wine was rather 
four, and fometimes fo four that it could not be drank, but was only uled for dillilling 
brandy, from a procefs which, by fome farmers, was carried on with profit. ' 

In the Chriftmas holidays, we proceeded on our journey up towards Kromtne Rivier, 
and Lange. Kloof, where, oppofite to Thomas Frere’s farm, is a waggon-road aero Is 
the mountains to Sitlikaimna. 


Inftead of wheel-barrows, for which timber was wanting, the hulbandman 11 fed calf 
and Iheep-lkins made into bags, in which they carried their manure to their gardens. 

On the 28th, we arrived at Hannes Olofson’s farm, and from thence, turning* to 
the right, rode over the mountains to Anders Olofson’s, near Riet-valley, in Came- 
naffie Land, a tract of country that lay before the mountains, was narrow, and exhi- 
bited feveral fcattered mountains and eminences. It feemed to be as high as Lanor 
Kloof, and the foil was dry and poor. 0 

The Hottentots called by the name of Nenta, a plant ( zygofhyllum hcrbaccum repcns\ 
which was faid to be poifonous to Iheep, as alfo another, a Ihrub of the fame genus 
(zygopbyllum fejjilifoliwri). ° 

On the 29th, we rode from this fpot to Peter Jordan’s eftate, fituated near Olyfam’s 
warm bath, . and the river called (the Eaftern) Elephant’s River. 

The broad trad over which we travelled, was Carrow-field all over, exhibiting a 
few bullies, no grafs, and very little water. b 

Kon was a name given by the Hottentots to a Ihrub that grew here (mfmbryanfbc- 
mum emarcidum ), and was famous all over the country. The Hottentots come far and 
near to fetch th,s flirub with the root, leaves, and all, which they beat together, and 
afterwards twift them up like pig-tail tobacco; after which they let the mats ferment 
and keep it by them for chewing, efpecially when they are thirfty. If it be chewed 
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immediately after the fermentation, it intoxicates. The word Kon is faid to fignify a 
quid ; the colonifts call it Canna-root. It is found in the dried fields only, and is ga- 
thered chiefly by the Hottentots, who live near this fpot. Thefe afterwards hawk it 
about, frequently to a great diftance, and exchange it for cattle and other commodities. 
No Hottentot or Caffre in the whole country has either money or any thing of a fimilar 
nature to trade with ; but all their commerce confilts in bartering either with cattle or 
other commodities. 

On the 30th, we vifited the warm bath, which rifes at the foot of the large ridge of 
mountains, and at a few fathoms diftance from it. The ftones at the foot of the moun- 
tain formed a very black iron ore, fomewhat like the flag of iron, and the earth near 
it was brownifh. The top of the mountain contains a great deal of white quartz. The 
water is very warm, but not boiling hot ; fo that one may fit in it at its fource. It has 
indeed three fourccs ; the largeft bubbles up to the ealtward out of a great number of 
Ip rings of dift'ereut ftzes, the cavity of it being above two yards acrofs, and it is this 
that is moll ufed. The fecond lies a few fathoms to the left, and boils up out of one 
Jingle cavity. The third, and lead, lies a few fathoms from the fecond. On the fur- 
face of the water, was Icon a thin and fine blue pellicle, and on the twigs of trees and 
ftones that were near it, was precipitated a faflron-coloured ochre. It had an inky tafte, 
but hardly any linell ; front an infufion of tea, the water became bluiflt, and the pow- 
der of bark made it blackifh, which (hewed that it contained iron. It was not fit for 
drolling victuals ; but, as it was laid, might be ufed for walhing, without flaming the 
linen. The earth that lay near, and round about the veins of the fpring, was of a very 
loole texture, and a brownifh colour, and at the fame time contained a portion of fait, 
and minute Alining particles of iron. The cryltals of the fait were extremely minute 
and fine, and were found not only in the loofe earth, but alfo on pieces of wood that 
lay in the earth. On feveral pieces of wood that lay in the water were found, befides 
tlu: ochre above mentioned, thin and brittle feales, which glittered a little, and, by the 
fanners, were thought to be fiber, but feemed to be nothing more than feales of iron. 
When one fits in the bath, the circulation of the blood is greatly increafed, mid one is 
in danger of l’wooning. The water, it is true, is chiefly ufed for bathing in; fome 
people however drink it likewife. The water never receives any increafe either from 
rain or drought, though, as the farmers teftified, it does from thunder. The time for 
ufmg the water, is a little before or at fun-rife, and late in the cool of the evening, as 
the water is too hot during the heat of tile day. The invalids fit dire&ly over the veins 
of the fpring, and more or lefs deep in them. 

In order to have a view of the country on the other fide of the mountains, I climbed 
up to their liighelt fummits, and faw, at no great diftance, a ridge of mountains, which 
was lower than this that 1 flood on, and, between thefo, the country was as broad as 
Lange Kloof, and confifted of hills and valleys. The tratt of country that lay behind 
the lower ridge was flat and poor Carrow-land, and fo long and broad, without any 
mountains, tliat the eye could not reach its boundaries. There were no farms nor 
houfes. on this extenfive plain, over which the farmers travel from Camdebo acrofs 
Ilex Rivier, to the Cape. It was faid, however, that farther on, there were moun- 
tains, which probably extend from Rogge-veld to the Sneeuwberg. 

Here, therefore, were the laft ridges of that tremendous mafs of mountains, which 
extend from Houtniquas Land and Hartcquas Kloof, and again to the northward from 
Roode Zands and Kartous Clefts, dire&ly acrofs the Carrow that lies on the other fide 
of the Bokke-veld. And, indeed, it is not only along the foot of this range of moun- 
tains that the colonifts have laid out their belt and principal farms, but they have alfo 
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got between the ridges of the mountains, and fet themfelves down in all the intenno* 
diate valleys. 

That immenfely dry Carrow-plain, which commences behind the laft-meniioncd mals 
of mountains, and extends in length from the north-weft to the fouth-eaft end of the 
fouthernmoft point of Africa, and in breadth to Rogge-veld and the Snow Mountains, 
for want of water, cannot be inhabited ; and fcarcely any animals refide there, except 
for a Ihort time, in or immediately after the rainy feafon, when a little falt-w.'ter is 
found here and there in fome of the hollow places. Thofe colonifts, therefor* *, that 
have farms on the other fide of this trad, either in Rogge-veld or the Snow Moun- 
tains, are obliged to wait for that time for crolfing fo defart a country, when they are 
under the necefiity of pitching their camp near fuch a places where little water is to be 
had, between which fpots, fometimes a journey of ten or twelve hours long, MMift be 
performed with all poflible fpeed in the night. It is therefore neceflary to know thel'e 
watering-places well ; becaufe, if one lhouldmeet with any Hottentots, they would not 
readily inform one, even if they knew of any watering-place, but keep it fecroi t o them- 
felves, in order to be able to hide themfelves, in cafe they fhould at any tit no wifh to 
run away. Grafs is hardly to be met with in this trad, fo that it is with difficulty 
that a horfe can find fodder there, but the oxen put up both with bvackilh water and 
the fait leaves of the fhrubs and bulhes. In the day-time, when the fun Urines out hot, 
if one calls one’s eye over a fmooth and' arid plain like this, the eye is affected by u 
tremulous motion in the air, juft as though one were looking at a flame. 

The Hottentots who traverfe thefe dry Carrow-fields, ufe leveral means, not only to 
afifuage their hunger, but more particularly to quench their thirfl. Befides the above- 
mentioned plant, called Kon or Guana, they ufe two others, viz. one called Kameka 
or Barup, which is faid to be a large and watery root ; and another called Ku, which is 
likewife, according to report, a large and fucculent root. 

• The plants, as well herbs as bulhes, ftand very thin in the Carrow-veld ; and, in 
fuch a burning hot climate, where not a drop of rain falls for the fpace of eight months 
at leaft, it is alinoft inconceivable how they can thrive ai 13 . Their Items anil brandies, 
likewife, have the appearance of being brittle and guile dried up; but the leaves, oil 
the other hand, are very thick, and filled with a briny fluid, and remain green all the 
year through. Thefe freflh and ever-verdant tops and leaves, however, may perhaps 
receive from the air, which at night is cool, fome moiflure for their prefervation "and 
nourlfhment. The ground appears quite burned up, is of a yellowilh red colour, ami 
confifts of clay with ochres of iron and common fait. 

1774.— On the ift of January, di reding our courfe homewards, we arrived at Jan 
van Stade’s farm, and afterwards parting an eftate belonging to one Gcrt van Royen, 
and another belonging to a Van Fcrs, came to the villa which Gert van Royen occu- 
pied himfelf. 

We let our drivers and Hottentots go on with the carts through Hartequas Kloof 
with orders to wait for us at the Company’s pofr at lliet Valley ; and I, with my 
Englifli fellow-traveller, determined to go on horfeback over the dry Carrow, which 
lay to the right, and afterwards proceed through Platte Kloof. But this expedition did 
not end very fortunately ; for, as in this level plain, which is feldom vifitwl by tra- 
vellers, there were no tracks to follow, we miffed our road, and the longer we tra- 
velled, the farther we went affray, fo that at laft we could not even find our way back 
again. We rode on however, as fall as our horfes could go, and the fun began to go 
down without our having perceived the leaft trace of a houfe or farm. At length the 
fun being fet, land no hopes left, we retired a little way back to a valley, where there 

was 
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was a fuw.ll brook, with a few trees on its borders; and, in this brook, there was ftill 
lome water. 

Here we thought it advifeable to take up our lodging for the night. Accordingly 
we uniadd led our horfes, and tied them up, with the halter round one of their legs, 
that they mould, not run away ; and then, by means of our guns, we made a large 
fire ol Canna-buflies (J'alfola aphylla). After this we lay down near the fire, with the 
laddies under our heads ; but could not get a wink of fleep, on account of m i.iitoier- 
able fenlation of cold, which, though not fo very intenfe in itfelf, yet, by reafon of 
the burning heat we had endured in the day-time, was feverely felt by us, "and forced 
us to rife feveral times in the courfe of an hour, in order to mend the fire, and warm 
ourfelves all over. We had derived this advantage from our guns, that we could al- 
ways make a fire ; but we had no hopes of finding any thing in this plain to fhoot, by 
which we might fatisfy the cravings of our ftomachs. I had therefore taken the pre- 
caution to put into my fhooting-bag a few bifeuits and pieces of fugar-candy, which 
were extremely welcome to us at this juncture. 

As loon as it was morning, we looked about us for our horfes, but found that they 
were vanifhod, which did not a little add to our concern, fituated as we were in a 
delart, where our fate was uncertain. After having fearched the valley all around, we 
went up upon the heights, and behind thefe we at lafl found our horfes, which with- 
out doubt were upon the point of going farther, to look out for better fodder. Having 
laddled them, we directed our courfe obliquely towards the mountains, where we ar- 
rived towards evening, at the Iioufe of a farmer, who was fo poor as fcarcely to be 
mafter of any thing more than the roof over his head. 

Here we took up our night’s lodging, and afterwards made our way to Hartequas 
Kloof, where we met with our people and our carts. 

Near Hartequas Kloof, a new range or ridge of mountains commences, which joins 
the former, the cleft ferving as a band of connexion between them. So that the 
Carrow-veld can be feen behind the firft ridge, when one rides into the cleft through 
the next range of mountains near Groote Paarde Kraal. 

It is not long fincc that this whole trad of land, from Hartequas Kloof down to 
Caintous Rivier, which is now filled with fettlements, was firft peopled ; and twenty- 
three years ago there was not a fingle farm, when, in the year 1750, Governor Tul- 
bagll lent a caravan out to this coaft, with a view to gain certain intelligence with 
reijpod to the country and its inhabitants. Tulbagh, who ftill lives in the grateful 
hearts of the inhabitants of the Cape, was a governor, who confidered that he was 
raifctl to the elevated llation he enjoyed under government, and appointed to be ruler 
over an extenfive country, not merely to live in luxury, pamper his pride, and accu- 
mulate riches, but to unite with the Company’s lawful interelts the happinefs of the 
colonilts, and the advancement and welfare of the colony. This gentleman was alfo 
anxious to have the country by degrees farther explored ; for which purpofe, in the 
year 1750, he fitted out a caravan, confiding of one hundred and fifty foldiers from 
the caftle, and two burghers, of which an officer of the name of Beutelaar was ap- 
pointed the commander. With thefe were fent, at the Company’s expence,' eleven 
waggons, a great number of draught-oxen, and of others for killing, and a conlider- 
able quantity of ammunition and provifxon. The expedition was to be made into the 
country of the CafFres, and afterwards up towards that of theTambukkis, and then back 
again, through the Snow Mountains and Catndebo ; but, on account of the haughti- 
nels and ftupidity of the commander, little was done in the bufinefs, for which reafon, 
on his return home, he was fent away out 'of the country; a punifhment he richly 

deferved. 



X 12 


thunberg’s account of the cape of good hope. 


deferved. He was a ftrift and rigorous commander, and punilhed with fevcnty. He 
likewife beat the drum all the way, infomuch that all the game that was to have been 
Ihot feared away, particularly by the two farmers who went in fuite ; and his people 
at length grew extremely mutinous. When he encamped any were at night, the 
waggons were all placed in a ring, within which the cattle and other animals were put, 
and the tents alfo pitched. At laft, when he arrived at the country of the Callres, he 
gave the Caffre captain, Paloo, a grenadier’s cap, and another to his brother, which 
is faid to have excited a war among!! the GafFres. The only thing he did tor the be- 
nefit of the Company was, that in the harbour near Zwartkops river he let up the 
Company’s arms, cut in done. This journey lafted eight months. At that time there 
was not a Angle farm on the other fide of Hartequas Kloof ; but the roads were lb un- 
known and unbeaten, that the waggons were often obliged to be dragged, by the 
people to whom they belonged, acrofs the mod difficult places. 

Being come from Hartequas Kloof to Gouds Rivier, we daid a day there in order to 
red our cattle, which befides were fo grievoufly afflicted with the hoof didemper, that 
my companion was obliged to leave one of his oxen behind here, which could get no 
farther. Here too the weather was amazingly warm, warmer indeed than 1 have ever 
felt, either before or fince, infomuch that the farmers Ihut both the doors and window- 
fhutters, in order to keep the fun out, and their houfes cool. The birds could fcarcoly 
fly, and the air was almoft too hot to be breathed. The heat was without doubt 
feveral degrees above i oo by Fahrenheit’s thermometer. 

The following days, continuing our route, we arrived at Riet Valley, one of the 
Company’s pods, where we remained a few days to red ourfelves, and particularly for 
the fake of paying another vifit to Groote Vader’s Bofch (or Grandfather’s Wood), 
and feeing if the different kinds of trees there were come into bloflom, as we had 
already got pretty far into January, and confequently the dimmer was farther advanced 
than it had been at any time before, when we had vifited this wood. 

On the 14th of January accordingly, we went thither, but were not more fucccfsful 
now than we had been before with refped to finding the trees in bloffom, much lefs 
with fruit on them ; fome of them, however, were on the point of bud din g. 

Here were, at this time, for the Company’s account, two wood-men, who, after 
felling the trees, dragged them to fuch fpots from whence they might be taken up and 
put into waggons. The trees were chiefly got out of the wood by oxen, by moarrs of 
a cord fattened round the body of the tree ; as no vehicle of any kind could poflibly 
be ufed there. 

As I had no hopes of ever vifiting this place again, I made a point now of colleding 
and laying up to dry, branches with leaves of every fpecies of tree, and at the fame 
time of becoming perfectly acquainted with the ufe they made in this country of each 
fpecies. 

The ufes of the different forts of trees that grew in and round about the wood, were 
as follows : 

Black iron-wood (Zwarte Yzerhout, gardenia Rothma/mia), is hard and flrong: it is 
ufed for axle-trees and the poles of waggons. & 

Yellow-wood (Geelhout, ilex crocea\ is of a yellow colour, almoft like box, of a 
clofe texture, and handfome. It is ufed for planks and beams in the conftru£tion of 
houfes, for tables, doors, cupboards, window-frames, and butter-churns. 

. Camalfie-wood (Camaffie-hout) is merely a fhrub, and confequently produces fmall 
pieces only, which ferve for veneering, and to form borders on furniture, as likewife 

for 
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for making planes and other fine and delicate tools. This is one of the fineft and 
hcaviofl kinds of wood. 

1 lie wood of the Red pear-tree (Roode Peer) is ufed for making the bodies, under 
and upper axle-trees, and the lower parts of waggons. 

The Bucku-trcc (Bucku-hout, olea capenfis ) is the bell wood for making wheels and 
waggons. 

A he Red alder (Roode Elfe, cunonia capenfis ) is likewife very proper for making 
waggon-wheels, the naves of wheels and chairs. * ° 

The Afh (Effenhovt, Effenboom, Houtniquas Effen, Ekebergia capenfis ) is a large 
tree, hard, and of a clofe texture, and is ufed for making tools and implements of 
various kinds. 

Of the Stink-hout there are two forts, the white and the brown. The brown is 
very beautiful, beiug of a dark colour with bright ftreaks and dafhes, much like wal- 
nut-tree. Of this are made clothes-preffes, defks, chairs, tables, and other coftly 
kinds of furniture. When it is fir ft cut down it {links, a circumftance from which it 
has obtained its prefent name ; but, in procefs of time, when it has been expofed to 
the open air, the dilltgreeable odour vanifhes. 

The wood of the Olive tree (Olyve-hout, olca Europm ) is very heavy, and of a brown 
colour. I have often icon, at the farmers’ houfes, chairs made of this wood, which 
felt very heavy in the hand. This ftrong wood is alfo ufed in the conftru&ion of 
mills. 

Wild Catjepiring ( gardenia Thunbcrgid) is a hard and ftrong kind of wood, and on 
this account ufed for clubs. 

Witte Ellen (or white aflE is ufed for planks, for waggon-racks, and for the boards 
in waggons, for boards for lhoe-makers to cut leather on, and fometimes for cup- 
boards. 

/wart-baft ( roycna villofa) is ufod for the bodies of waggons, and to make yokes for 
dnuight-oxeu. 

Kuur-hout ( fopbora capciifis ) is ufed for wheels and the bodies of waggons. 

The Almond tree (Amandel-hout) is ufed for heels of fhoes, and for fhoe-malcer’s lafts. 

The Affagay tree (Aflagayboom, curtifia faginea) is ufed for the poles of waggons, 
and- as fluifis for the Hottentots’ javelins. 

Doru-hout ( inimofa nilotica ) is ufed for lock-fhoes, to put under waggon-wheels, as 
likewife for the bows of yoke for draught-oxen, and for making charcoal. 

The Waagcboom (protea grandiflora ) for fuel and making charcoal. 

The Kroupelboom ( protea fpeciofa). The bark is ufed by tanners, for dreffing and 
tanning leather. 

The Leepclboom is made into fpoons and wooden bowls. 

The largeft trees in the African woods, as well in this as in others, were the follow- 
ing : the Geelhout (ilex crocea ), the Bucku (plea capenfis'), the tarchonarithus cam- 
phoratus , and arboreus, the Roode-elfe ( cunonia capenfis ), and the Wite-elfe, the 
Stink-hout, the Aflagay-hout (curtifia), the wild Chefnut (Wilde Caftanien, brabejum 
Jhcllatim ), the wild Fig-tree (Wilde Vygeboom, ficus capenfis ), the Keureboom (fophora 
capenfis ), the mimofa nilotica, and the Effeboom (. Ekebergia capenfis). 

On the hills grew the ornithogalum aliiffimum , which was now in full bloffom, and 
decorated the plain with its long and crouded fpikes of flowers. It was faid to be very 
common every fourth year, and, in the intervening years, hardly to be feen, 

On the 18th, wc palled through Zwellendam to Steins farm, 
vol. xvi, Q 
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On the 1 9th, we crofted over at the ferry, where Breede Rivier and Zonder End 
unite, axld then went over Hefiaquas Kloof, and pall Gyllenhuyfen’s eftatc to VoIIon- 
hovens. At Breede Rivier, where the river Zonder End unites with it, ends that 
mountain which ftretches out from Roode Zand, and dire&ly oppofite this place the 
Zwellendam Mountains form an angle. 

On the 20th, proceeding on our route, we went pall Melk’s farm to the Company’s 
poll at Tigerhoek, where not only a great number of cows are kept for making butter 
on the Company’s account, but liketvife in the adjacent woods a quantity of timber is 
felled for making all kinds of implements for the Company’s own ufe. 

The workmen are at liberty to cut down and fell fome wood and timber, by way 
of affifting to fupport them, but no hufbandman is fullered to fell any here. Inllout- 
niquas and other woods indeed, the hulbandman is at liberty to cut timber, but in 
fome places, not without the fpecial permiflion of government, and paying a contri- 
bution 'of five rix -dollars. 

In this tract refided the Blue Goat, as it is called, (blauwe bob, tfeiran , capra kn- 
copbcea,) which is one of the fcarceit in the whole country; it is white, intermixed 
with black hairs. The blue goat is faid to he very negle&ful of her young, mlbuutch 
that they are often devoured by wild beads; and this is the reafon that is given for 
its being fo fcarce. Its flelh had a better tafte than that of the other fpecics of goats. 

Here were alfo a great many zebras or llriped horfes (cquus zebra). There is a 
penalty of fifty rix-dollars on lhooting one of thefe animals ; and if any one can be 
caught alive, it is to be fent to the governor. The old ones arc hardly ever to be 
caught, and are never tamed. The young ones feldom live, and although leemingly 
tame, are by no means to be trulled. 

After this, palling by Jurjin Linde’s farm, we arrived at a poll of the Company’s, 
near Zoete-melks Valley, where twenty-four men and a ferjeant are kept for the lble 
purpofe of felling timber in the adjacent woods. From this place the Company receives 
the greateft part of its fliip and common timber, of which three large waggon-loads 
are fent every month up to the Cape. The labourers here alfo are permitted to cut a 
reafonable quantity, and fell it on their own account. The large pieces of timber, 
fuch as beams, &c. are dragged out of the wood by oxen, and it mult be coufdiol! 
not without the greateft difficulty. 

To the fmaller pieces, fuch as wedges, handles for axes, gun-ftoclcs, wheel-timber, 
axle-trees, &c. the form is given before they are carried out of the wood. When a 
very large tree is felled, it is left for fome time to fplit of itfelf ; then it is cloven and 
cut up. 

Here I had an opportunity of feeing how they prepared the wheat-ftraw ufed for 
thatching. The fteaves with the ears on were ftruck againft a block, tilt the grain ran 
° i ut the ears dropped off. . The bulinefs goes on ' much flower in this method of 
thrauung than when the corn is trodden out by horfes ; but the llraw is preferved whole 
by it and even. 

On the 24th, we paffed by the Ziekenhuys (or hofpital), a fmall poft of the Com- 
pany s, which is fubjecl to the former poll near Zoete-melks Valley, and in which there 
are only two men, and went forward to Groenewal’s farm, and afterwards to Gyllcn- 
huyfen s, near Zwart Rivier (the Black River). The Black Mountains, which com- 
menced near Groenewal’s farm, came to a termination here. They were not very 

Ri 2 i thC 2Sth ’ We travelIed on t0 Badenhorft’s and Beyer’s ellates, near Booter 


Here 
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Here I fhot a cat, ("potted with black (viverra) ; the (kin fmelled fo ftrong of mu(k, 
that when it was hung, up in the cart to dry, I could not endure the ftench of it. It 
is in confequence of this ftrong fmell that the animal is not cafily caught by the dogs. 

Ihe ridge of mountains which we had feen terminate near Hefiaquas Kloof, began 
at the fide of klcine Hout-hoek, behind Franfche-hoek. Within the mountains of 
Groote Hout-hoek, a ridge was alfo feen to fhoot out along the fea-fhore, which went 
almoft as far as Mufcle Bay. Within this laft, another ridge projects, which comes 
to a termination between Gy llenhuy fen’s and Groenewal’s farms, and, diredtly oppofite 
to Badenhorft’s farm, has a high peak, called the Tower of Babel. Thefe two ridges 
are not united with the other mountains, but leave an open fpace near Booter Rivier. 

On the 26th, puffing over Grootehout-hoek, Palmit’s and Steenbrafemey Rivers, 
we arrived at the Hottentot’s Holland Mountain, on which there are feveral farms. 

.Baboons, a fort of large and ill-conditioned monkeys, with tails no longer than their 
thighs, are found in thefe mountains. This animal is long a growing, and, when full 
grown, is almoft as large as a blood-hound ; at this period, it fhould not be kept tied 
up with a firing only ; for, without an iron chain, it bites every thing afunder. Several 
dogs together, indeed, may catch a baboon, but one or two feldom can ; becaufe if 
the baboon, which is furprifingly quick and nimble, gets hold of the dog by the hind 
feet, he lwings it round, till the dog is quite giddy, and as it were drunk. With his 
large teeth he bites violently, and defends himfelf obftinately. 

Finally, we went down the mountain, over its fteep hills, and then over the level 
plain to the Gape. 


The Cape, 1774. 

BEING arrived in town fo late in the year, after a journey of five months, I was 
obliged to ufe difpatch, in order that I might be able to embrace the opportunity of 
fending, in the beginning of this year 1 774, to the Botanic Gardens of Amfterdam, 
Leyden, and Tceu warden, by the homeward-bound (hips failing for Europe, a confider- 
able quantity of bulbous roots, herbs, feeds, and growing plants ; and alfo to my other 
patrons a great number of bulbous roots, feeds, infects, fluffed birds, and other fcarce 
animals. 

The firfi four months in the year are the molt bufy at the Cape, when the Dutch 
fhips, as well as thofe that belong to foreign nations, return from the Eaft Indies, and 
others arrive from Europe ; fo that there are at this time about twenty or thirty fhips in 
the road. Thu (irff Dutch homeward-bound fleet too now lay ready, and I had an op- 
portunity of fending part of my collodions by it, and the remainder afterwards, as faft 
as they were ready, by the (hips that failed later. 

A (hip from Holland, the Bekvliet, arrived here, after a long and unfortunate voy- 
age. Through the captain’s negled and ignorance, the fhip had got fo much under the 
African coaft as to lole its proper winds, and to be obliged to make Angola, after firfi 
making Waalvifch Bay, with only nine men in health on board. During this long voy- 
age the feurvy had raged among the crew, which was laid to have been very generally 
as well as plentifully bled, fo that the greateft part of it had died. Complaint was made 
both againff the furgeon and the captain, for not having underftood their bufinefs. The 
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former died on the paffage, and the latter received the punilhment he richly dcfervcd. 
The fick had not only been fupplied with improper medicines, but alfo, in other relpotts, 
had been treated widi great negligence. One morning four men were reported as dead j 
one of whom, juft as they were going to few him up in his hammock, was found alive 
by the fail-maker, although he foon after breathed his laft. Another morning five men 
had been reported dead ; all of them had been fewed up in their hammocks, and two 
had already been thrown over-board ; when the third, the inftant he was put on the 
plank, called out, Matter Boatfwain, I am alive ftill !” to which the boatfwain, with 
unfeafonable jocularity, replied, “ You alive, indeed! what, do you pretend to know 
better than the furgeon ?” 

Tor every fick man fent to the hofpital the captain pays two fkellings, and he keeps 
back in return the man’s allowance on board. 

The building of the new hofpital was not very far advanced this fummer, neither, 
indeed, could the work go on very fall. Of ninety men who were allotted for this pur- 
pofe, few were at work, and a great part of them were on furlough, or were fee upon 
other work on the hofpital’s account. 

Befides a handfome houfe, built in the Company’s garden in town, the governor has 
alfo one at Rondebofch, and another at Nieuwland, both out of town, to which he may 
retire at pleafure, and unbend his mind when oppreffed with the cares of Itate. Another 
fuch houfe was now to be built likewife for his accommodation at Baay-fals. 

The Company has very fine gardens both at-Rondebofch and Nieuwland, from whence 
the fhips and the hofpital are fupplied with vegetables. 

Since the governor. Van der Stell, in the beginning of this century, had appropriated 
to himfelf a confiderable portion, and that fhe belt, of the land, (and the fame had been 
done fry feveral of the Company’s fervants, to the great prejudice of the burghers and 
colonies, J they lie under a ftri& prohibition againft holding any farms. In lieu thereof, 
after being obliged to difpofe of their farms, ieveral perquisites have been allowed them ; 
fuch as the difpencier, or purveyor, five per cent, upon imported, and the fame on ex- 
ported, wares ; as likewife upon grain, butter, &c. The collc&or has two and ;l half 
per cent, on the monies, the llore-keeper four, the commiflary of the hofpital five, the 
inipector of the auctions five per cent, on all goods and merchandize fold by auction ; 
and all this, befides their ufual monthly falary. So that it is only foine few of the 
high er people in office that have a fmall villa for their pleafure near the Cape, but from 
whence no commodities mufl be carried out and difpofed of. 

The fhips that arrived here brought the news that Baron Van Plettenbcrg had been 
nominated governor of the Cape and the colony, and had bee^-^fruifter inftalled in 
his office. 


The governor, together with feven counfellors of police, ^^Sne direction 
and command, as well with refpeS to the Company’s traffic here, as alfo to the whole 
economy of the colony, without being fubje&to the government of Batavia, which have 
otherwile the fupreme command over all the factories in India. 

, / U ai T min L aI caufes come under *e cognizance and jurifdiaion of the grand court of 
julfrce. _ In this the commandant of the garrifon prefides, and the governor has nothing 
to do with it, excepting merely to fign his name to death-warrants. 

Tmally, there are two other courts of judicature in the colony. One of thefe is at 
Stell enbofch, to which four panlhes arefubject, with their churches, viz. Stellenbofch, 
Drakenftem, Zwartland and Roode Zand; the other is at Zwcllendam, and compre- 
hends one very large and extenfive parilh, which, however, has not yet been provided 
either with a church or tnuufter. r 
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The Cape of Good Hope, although it was firft difeovered by the Portuguefe above 
three hundred years ago, was frequented by them, for the fpace of one hundred years and 
upwards, and afterwards by the Dutch Eall India Company’s fhips for more than, half a 
century, before poffeffion was taken of any part of the country, or any cultivation was 
bellowed upon it, fo that the colony is not above a hundred and twenty years old ; for, 
in the year 1650, when the Dutch fhips, on their return from the Indies, touched here 
and took in refreshments, for which they bartered with the Hottentots, the country 
was, for the firft time, furveyed with any degree of attention, by a furgeon of the 
name of Jan van Riebeek, who belonged to the fleet, and had fome knowledge of 
botany ; and as he found both the climate and the foil adapted to the cultivation of 
culinary vegetables and fruit-trees, on his return home he propofed to the directors to 
eftablifh a colony here. 

On mature deliberation the propofal was agreed to, and Jan van Riebeek was lent 
out as admiral and commander-in-chief, with four fhips, which were ftored with 
materials for building, carpenters, and feeds of all kinds. On his arrival at the Cape, 
he treated with the Hottentots for the purchafe of a piece of ground, on which was 
eroded a fortrefs, florehoufe, and hafpital ; and, at the fame time, the firft founda- 
tions were laid of this great and flourilhing colony, which does more honour to man - 
kind than all the victories of Alexander the Great, and much more than all the 
important conquefts the Dutch arms have been able to make in every other part of the 
world. 

The fum for which the firft piece of land was purchafed, is very differently reported, 
as well as the quantity of the land itfelf. The firft purchafe fum is faid to have 
amounted to fifty thouland guilders in wares, and by another purchafe to have been 
augmented with thirty thoufand guilders more ; which, although it may a&ually be fo 
'great in the Company’s books, yet it feems to be abfolutcly incredible, that the Hot- 
tentots fliould ever have received the major part of it. The laft purchafe is faid to have 
extended as far as Moffelbaay, but this is the lefs true, or even probable, as during the 
time that Van Riebeek was governor of the Cape, as he afterwards was, his fartheft 
dilcovories reached only to that mountain, which is called after „him, Riebeek’s 
Called, and Hands at a good diftance within the long range of mountains. In my 
opinion, the land purchafed at firft was no more than that trad of country which lies 
between Table Mountain and Zout Rivier, from whence the colony has fince been 
continually more and more extended in the fame manner as it is now daily enlarged 
and augmented. . The citadel was at firft built of wood and earth ; and it was not till 
the year 1664, that, together with its fortifications, it was built of ftone. Near Zout 
Rivier (Salt Rivier) a' finall fort, called (Keer de Koe) Turn the Cow, was alfo 
eroded for the purpofe of proteding the Company’s cattle that grazed in the field, 
which it commanded, and to hinder them either from going acrofs the river to the 
Hottentot’s lands, or from being ftolen by the natives of the place. With this view, 
therefore, near the fort a liable was built for fifty horfes, with which the Hottentots, 
who were very fwiff of foot, and difappeared in an inftant, might be purfued with all 
poflible fpeed. This, together with a farm near Conftantia, laid out by Van Riebeek, 
was without doubt the firft and inconfiderable commencement of this fettJement. 
This infant eftablilhment was probably not meant to extend fo far as it has done fince, 
but was intended only for the cultivation of fuch articles as were neceflary for fupply* 
ing the Chipping that arrived there with refrelhments. But, on a clofer examination 
of the climate, ‘the fertility of the foil, and the weuknefs of the natives,, it was refolved 
to extend the fcttlement, and feveral Europeans were perfuaded to emigrate and fettle 
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here, and to cultivate a confiderable trad of land, which was granted to them ami 
their heirs for ever. Shortly after this, marriageable girls were fent out from the 
orphan-houfes, for the purpofe of (till more increafing the colony ; the inhabitants of 
which got at firft, on trull, implements that were neceffary for the cultivation of the 
land, and fpread themfelves out to Stellenbofch and Drakenfccin (where the French 
Proteftant refugees in particular lengthened the fettlemenl), and afterwards on the 
other fide of the mountains to Roode Zand. The whole of Z wart land was afterwards 
peopled, though a fandy and more meagre foil. In fine, within thole lall thirty 
years the colony has increased to fuch a degree, and with inch rapidity, that not only 
the country from Roode. Zand and Hottentot’s Holland Mountains has been occupied 
and inhabited as far as Zwellendam, but alfo as far as Moffelbaay, Houtniquas, Lange 
Kloof, Kromme Rivier, and all the way to Camtous Rivier, the Bokke and Rogge* 
velds, Camdebo, and the Snow Mountains. 

The colony of the Cape takes in the town with its parilh and church, Paarl with i(s 
pariih and church, the Tyger Mountains, &c. and extends as far as Moflelbanks Rivier 
and Baay-falls. 

The colony of Stellenbofch was founded by the governor Simon vander Steel, in 
1670, like a cottage, and provided with a court-houfe and church, at the dillance ol' 
eight miles from the Cape. It extends from the Tyger Mountains to Hot tentot’s 
Holland, and nearly to Baay-falls, and, at the northern end, to Paarl and Mof- 
felbank. 

Drakenllein was founded in 1670, with a very fniall church, and Hands fo dole to 
Stellenbofch, that it might with great propriety be fubjeft to it. And indeed this was 
confidered as a feparate colony, more out of compliment than neceffity. 

The Company paid only four Sellings for a live Iheep, and the burghers in the 
town paid one fkeiling (rather more than fix-pence Englifh) for twelve pounds of 
mutton. 

A great many officers belonging to the flips lodged in the fame houfe with me. A 
mate paid lefs per diem than a captain, as his pay was lefs, although he was equally 
well-lodged, and equally free from reftraint, and had the fame table and attendance ; 
and this regulation appeared to me in many refpects as equitable as it was handfome and 
delicate. 

Charcoal is a very dear article at the Cape, and is generally carried thither from 
Europe. For a chaldron of charcoal, which" ought to contain thirty-fix fchepels (or 
bufhels), of which, .however,, only thirty-two are delivered out to the purchafer 
the.blackfmiths pay eighteen rix-dollars, and eight rix-dollars for one hundred weight 
or iron. 


Bulbous giants, in all probability, repofe at times, or they arc not feen every year in 
equa.1 quantities. In fome places one fees them in one year in great abundance, and 
another year fcarcely any. 

When a Have plays any knavilh trick, or does mifehief to any of the neighbours, 
the former who owns him is generally obliged to make good the damage, and fre- 
quently to pay one half of the value of the Have, though at the fame time the Have like- 
wile may chance to undergo corporal punifhment for it. 

When an inferior fervant of the Company trefpaffes, he dually undergoes corporal 
pumffiment; but a burgher is fined. The former contributes to the reformation of 
manners, and the latter to lining the deal’s pockets. 

The laws refpechng marriage at the Cape differ in many refpects from thofe that arc 
in force at other places ; and divorces frequently happen here, attended with fmgular 

circum- 
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circumftanccs. The wife of one Sardyn, who had been a foldier feventeen years, 
and at this time kept a public-houfe and a dancing-houfe for the reception of the com- 
mon people, was proved in court, by the evidence of two witneffes, to have had a 
criminal connexion with a drummer. The profecutor was allowed, it is true, to part 
with his wile, but then Ihe was exempted from all farther punilhment ; while he, on 
tin; contrary, was flogged and fent to Batavia, without being fuffered to receive the 
lead benefit from his property. 

A certain hatter in the town, who was a bachelor, had got two of his Haves with 
child. For the child he had by one of them, he; in quality of its father, demanded 
baptiliu, and accordingly this was baptized, and confequently free; while the other 
girl’s child remained unbaptized and a Have. 

The winter of this year, in the months of June, July, and Auguft, was very cold, 
with a great deal of rain ; and on the fith of July particularly, both the Devil’s Moun- 
tain and Table Mountain were covered with fnow and hail. In feveral places, the 
vines, as well as many vegetables in the kitchen-gardens, had been killed or greatly 
damaged by the I'roll. 

' In the Company's garden there was a very beautiful covered walk, formed of 
oheliiut- lives, which were now very thick and large. It was this year cut down root 
and branch by order of the governor, for the purpofe of making different kinds of 
fiirnilure of its elegant wood ; and in its dead were planted oaks, which, however, are 
as little likely to rdtore the beauty of the garden, as thofe curious animals are to re- 
turn 'thither,' which the highly refpedtable Governor Tulbagh had taken pains to col- 
led! ingot her t’liere, from the interior parts of Africa; but which, after his death, were 
funk'd' out: by-his fucceflbr to become a prey to ravenous beafts. 

The fruit of a fpecies of mcfmbryctnwcmuni was fometimes brought to the town as 
a nil'll y, and was called Rola de Jericho. When it is put into water, it gradually 
<. pen's all its Iced -veil els, and exactly refembles a fun; and when it becomes dry 
again,. it ecu trails ill'elf and clofes by degrees. This is no lefs a neceffary than Angular 
property, which points out the admirable inftitution of an all-wife Creator ; inafmuch 
as this plain, which is found in the moft arid plains, keeps its feeds faff locked up 
in time of drought; but when the rainy feafon comes, and the feeds can grow, it 
opens its receptacles, and lets fall the feed, in order that they may be difperfed abroad. 
The water in which this fruit has lain is fometimes given to women that are near their 
time, and is thought to procure them an cafy delivery. 

Ordinary public-houles are much more rarely to be met with hete than they are in 
Europe, and taverns Hill more lb, as every body has a quantity off wine in his own. 
houle, fufiicient for himfolf and his friends. Some there are however for the lower 
dafs of people, though very different from thofe which abound fo much in our more 
refined quarter of the globe ; being defigned not fo much for drinking and tippling, of 
which drunkonneJ's, noile, and riotous diforder are the frequent concomitants, as for 
mere diverfion and recreation. The inferior kinds of public-huufes therefore are at the 
Iruuc: time dancing houfes, where every evening muficians are to be fomid, and the 
gueihi, by paying for their wine only (but at a very dear rate), have an opportunity of 
dancing'. No curd-playing is 1'ulFored, and the dancing is over eat a certain hour in the 
night, when every one goes quietly home, without making a noife or affrighting others, 
which would not be eafily tolerated by the night-watch, nor go unpunilhed by the 
government. 

At my leifure hours I never neglected to vifit the hills, mountains, and fields, near 
the town. For the purpofe 6f carrying a book and other things neceflary for putting 
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up my feeds and plants, I ufually took with me a hired Have. This year, through the 
kindnefs of the furgeon, I got a man out of the hofpitai to carry my apparatus, who 
had been brought by a fmgular deftiny to this fouthernmoft point of Africa. T le was 
born in Germany, and, for the fake of trafficking, had travelled much, and had lived for 
fome time in Holland, France, and England, where he refided laft, and carried y»n a 
fmall trade in certain drugs, and fome chemical preparations. In the courfe 'of this 
bufinefs, having embarked for France, the lhip was driven by a ftorm towards the coaft 
of Holland, where it was wrecked, and he loft all his little property. On getting afhorc, 
he fold his knee-buckles, and, with the trifling viaticum produced by them, I'd out for 
Amfterdam, where he met with an old acquaintance, who offered him his aftillance j 
and under the pretext of procuring him a lodging, took him to a kidnapper’s. Here 
his friend called for brandy, victuals, and wine, of which they both partook. At length, 
when he and his friend parted, he obferved that the landlord gave the latter two ducats. 
Immediately upon this he himfelf was prevented from going out ; he then found, to his 
coft, that he was kidnapped ; and, being no ftranger to the Dutch language, threatened 
the kidnapper to lodge a complaint againft him, if he did not inftantly let him at liberty. 
The kidnapper then begin to make fome inquiries about his refidence, means of fup- 
port, &c. and, as he could not pay his reckoning, abfolutely refufed to let him go. 
When muttered on board of fhip, whither he had been carried, without having been 
previoufly taken to the Eaft-India houfe, and received there, he complained to the 
director ; but, as the poor fellow could not poflibly pay for what the kidnapper had 
received of the Company to fit him out, he was obliged, nolens volcns , to fail for the 
Cape, where he arrived fick, and was taken to the hofpitai. This poor man accompa- 
nied me twice in my excurfions ; but foon regained his liberty by running away, and 
getting on board one of the Englifh fhips that lay in the road. 

Pomegranates grew in feveral of the gardens, but were not expofed to fale, nor much 
eaten in the town. But chefnuts (of cuius pavia ) were fold here in plenty, and eaten 
by way of defert, roafted, with a little butter. 


By the fhips that arrived from Europe, I had not only the pleafuxe to receive letters 
from my patrons in Amfterdam, intimating their fatisfaGion at what I had lent them, 
but alfo received a confiderable fum in ducats, for the purpofe of paying olF part of the 
debt I had contraGed during the two laft years. 

There had arrived from England, in order to proceed to Bengal, Lady Ann Mofrlbn, 
who had undertaken this long and tedious voyage, not only for the purpofe of accom- 
panying her hufband, who went out as . colonel of the regiment in theEaft Indies ; but 
alfo with a view to indulge her paflion for natural hiftory: This learned lady, during 
the time fhe ftaid here, made feveral very fine colleGions, and particularly in the ani- 
mal kingdom. . And, as I had frequently had the pleafure, together with Mr. Mafon, 
of accompanying her to the adjacent farms, and, at the fame time, of contributing 
greatly to the enlargement of her colleGions, fhe had the goodnefs, before her depar- 
ture, to make me a prefent of a valuable ring, in remembrance of her, and of the friond- 
fhip with which fhe had honoured me. She was a lady about fixty years of age, who 
amongft other languages, had alfo fome knowledge of the Latin, and had, at^ her own 
expence, brought with her a draughtfman, in order to\aflift her in colIeGing and delir 
neatuig fcarce fpecimens of natural hiftory. 

. The government at the Cap*dT^folved to fend this year a veffel called a Hoeker, 
to JV.adagafcar, to barter ; ( ftffilaves ; and the Governor Baron Van Plettenberg had the 
kindnefs to offer tofeffii me out as furgeon to the fhip. But although I had much 
wifhed to vifit fo large and remarkable an ifland, ftill my inclination to fee the northern 
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part of Africa was much more prevalent. I therefore begged to be excufed from mak- 
ing this voyage j and recommended a friend and countryman of mine, Mr. Oldenburg, 
who had been pra&ifing botany for the fpace of two years that he had accompanied me 
in my cxcurfions, to go as furgeon’s mate. My recommendation was taken ; and Mr. 
Oldenburg even made feveral colleftion of plants ; but did not live to return from fo 
unwholefome and fcorching a climate. 

This winter Alderman Berg Ihewed me a very curious Fungus (hydnora) which had 
been fent to him, as a great rarity, by a farmer, from the interior part of the country. 
This fungus, which was called Jackhal's Koft (or Jackall’s food) being, on examination, 
found to be, with refpeft to the parts of fructification, the moll extraordinary plant of 
any hitherto known, confirmed my refolution of vifiting the northern parts of the Cape, 
and excited in me a wilh to examine this fungus, with feveral other plants, in their 
native foil, however arid and barren. 

I fitted myfelf out as in the preceding year, in the month of September, and again 
had Mr. Mafon, the Englifh gardener, for my fellow-traveller, although he was not 
.much inclined to make any long excurfion this year. 


Journey to Roggeveld. 


ON the 29th of September, 1774, I fet out with my fellow-traveller, on my third 
journey to the interior part of Africa. After croffing Zout Rivier and Moffelbank’s 
Rivier, wc arrived at Vifcherlhoek, a corn-farm of the Company’s, occupied by the 
governor. This year eighty barrels of feed had been fown. 

The llranguary raged amongft the cattle here, and was occafioned by the euphorbia 
venijliodes. As a fovereign remedy for this diflemper, the farmers gave the cattle a tea- 
cup full of powdered oftrich egg-lhells mixed with vinegar. The refinous clot of Eu- 
phorbia, which ftuck fall in the urethra, was fometimes extraded, when it appeared 

quite white, and about half a finger in length. 

On the 30th, we rode pall Engelaar’s farm to Matth. Greef s, near Moflelbanks 
River. In thole low finely plains, and in the dwarf-bulhes upon them, there were 
hares in abundance, infomuch that one might Ihoot as many as one chofe ; but nobody 
fet any value upon this kind of game, the flelh of which had fo dry a tafte. 

Here I heard much talk of a Hottentot water-melon, which is faid 1 6 be a large and 
fucculent root, called Kou by the Hottentots, who grind it down tolmeal, and bake it 
like bread. 

On the 2d of O&ober, we crolfed Moffelbank’s River to Jurgen Kutfe’s, and from 
.thence proceeded to Abraham Bofman’s, near Paarls-berg.. .... , . 

Paarl Mountain is neither very high nor of great extent in length j but it abounds in 
water, fo as amply to fupply the farms that lie on each fide, and a large mill fituated 
at the foot of it. 

The church Hands on the eall fide of the mountain. - 

The farmers here chiefly cultivated vines, the Hocks of which are often or liity 
years’ growth, and produce a delicious and full-bodied wine. Wheat was not much 
cultivated here, and the quantity of culinary vegetables was but fmall, as was alfo the 


number of the cattle, 
vo u xvi. 
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Here we ftaid a couple of days in order to inveftigate the mountains with elite cart' 
and accuracy. Haying arrived at the top from the eaftern fide, we obferved a place* 
called the Company’s Cellar (Kelder). This confifted of a fomewhat concave and large 
rock, '-which had fallen over another rock inclining towards it. Thefc two rocks toge • 
gether formed an arched cellar, as it were, open at both ends, and poffcfling an agree- 
able coolnefs. 

The Paarl Diamonds were two very large, bare, fteep, and almoff. conic moun- 
tains, the foot of which was fo wide at bottom, that it required an hour to walk 
round it. 

On the 5th, we proceeded to Hannes van Garde’s, near Paardeberg, which is a 
little higher than Paarl Mountain ; this Hands feparate, and has taken its name from 
the wild Cape horfes (or Zebras), which formerly were to be feen here in great num- 
bers. At this time there was only a dozen of thefe beautiful animals, and tilde were: 
protected by government, and were far from being fliy. 

On the 7th, we paffed on to Lofper’s eftate ; and, 

On the 8th, palling by Peter Lofper’s and Johannes Walther’s farm, we came to 
Dreyer’s eftate, near Riebeek Caftle, a large mountain, fo named after Van Riebeek, 
the founder and firft governor of this colony. The mountain was very high, and its 
fides were fteep. 

My fellow-traveller and I, one day, climbed up to the high tops of this mountain, 
whilft our oxen, which we had ordered to be taken off from the waggons, kept graz- 
ing at the fide of it. We were obliged to make almoft the whole circle of the moun- 
tain before we could get to the peak we wilhed to afeend. When arrived upon this 
fummit, we perceived our waggons Handing at the foot of the mountain ; but law, at 
the fame time, that we were feparated from them by fuch fteep precipices on this fide, 
that it appeared to us impoifible to reach them, without returning by the fame way that 
we had come, which was nearly three miles about. However, whilft we were fearch- 
ing here after fome curious plants, and laying them up in our books, I {tumbled upon 
a very near, but, at the fame time, dangerous way, to get to the other fide of the 
mountain’s perpendicular flanks. This was a chink of a few fathoms’ length, and (o 
narrow, as to be capable of admitting a middle-fized man only. Through this I ventured 
to crawl on my hands and feet, and was fortunate enough to get fafe over to the other 
fide, from whence it was only the diftance of a mulket-fliot to our waggons. My' fel- 
low-traveller, together with his dog, flood aftoniflied at my adventurous exploit, the 
one howling, and the other almoft crying ; and, at the fame time, vexed to think that 
he fhould be obliged to go- alone a long way round about, without once daring to take 
the direa path. My courage was rewarded with a fmall plant which 1 got in the chink, 
and which I afterwards fought in vain in other pla'ces. ° ’ 

On the 1 ith,^ we came to Vliermuys Drift and Farry, after having paffed Lombart’s 
and Owerholfen’s eftates, and Honing-berg, which is a low mountain, and of a linall 
extent. 

On the 1 2th, we arrived at Wilhelm Burger’s grazing farm, near Mat jo’s Drift and 

Kmer, where our waggon and cart were conveyed over by boats, and the oxen fwam 
acrofs. 

On the 13th, I obferved a rainbow, which was extremely pale, with the dulleft co- 
lours imaginable, being formed merely out of a rifing fog. 

On the 14th, we arrived at Hanekarap’s farm, near Plcquet-berg, which here ftretch- 
ed north and fouth, but on the eaftern fide, to the northward, had feveral bendings, 
the ridges of which ran fouth-eaft and north-weft. Towards the northern end, the 
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titunberg’s account of the cape of good hope. 


123 


mountain goes up almoft to the long chain of mountains, from whence a point projects, 
forming a now range of mountains, the ridges of which run on to the fea-lhore. From 
this it lhould l'ecm, as if Picquet Mountain had a different direction from all other moun- 
tains ; but it is only on the eaftem fide that fuch a ridge runs, and, at the northern end, 
the mountain is continued farther, and runs a great way out to the fouth-eaft and north- 
weft. 'Phis mountain is higher than Riebeek Caftle, and, in the eaft and north, has 
a great many fteep and inacceffible rocks, with flat and level furfaces at top. 

Here grew a flirub called Zand-olvye ( dodonxa angujlifolia ), the wood of which was 
of a hard nature. This was dried, and a deco&ion of it was drank in fevers, by way 
of a purgative. 

Tigers infeftcd the bullies in thefe fandy plains ; and I faw feveral perfons that had 
been bitten by them, though nobody had been killed. I was affured by many people, 
that a tiger preferred a wild-goat to a lheep. The tiger is fuppofed to be more treach- 
erous, and lefs magnanimous, than the lion. He feldom fails to rulh upon a man who 
paries the thicket where he lies concealed ; and it is impoflible for him to hear the cry 
of a fa, fa,” without, attacking the perfon that utters the found. I was told of a Have 
in Madagafcar, who having ftepped behind a thicket to eafe nature, was attacked by a 
tiger, and wounded lb feverdy, that he fainted away through lofs of blood ; but, 
foizing the tiger at the fame time by the throat, quite ftifled him, fo that the tiger was 
found dead, and the Have near him in a fwoon. The Cape tiger is fmall, and about 
the fuse of a dog. 

Elephants were formerly very numerous in thefe parts ; but, at prefent, they are 
quite extirpated. The bell: method to efcape from thefe large beafts, whofe height 
lomoiiutes reaches to eighteen feet, is either to fly to the water, or to get into fome 
fill are of a rock. 

Near Picquet Mountain we, for the firft time, difeovered and fliot a dove (Roode 
Turtelduyv, columba Scnegaknfis). This bird is generally found farther up the coun- 
try, and is laid not to have been fo high up towards the Cape till within the lalt feven 


years. _ . . 

The Jhipclia incarnata, a very branchy plant without leaves, was found m the vici- 
nity of the mountains, though it was rather fcarce ; the Hottentots ate it, after peel- 
ing off the edges and prickles. 

Vogel Valley was a kind of fwamp, which lay at the foot of the mountain oppofite 
Paarl, and was frequented by fea-fowls and fnipes. 

All the roads here were fandy and heavy, like thofe about Saldahna-bay. f 

Near Picquet-berg to the northward, Itood Captain Kloofs Mountain, and within 
this, farther to the northward, Drie Fontein’s-berg, and then Babian’s-berg, or the 
Baboons Mountain, which, with its feveral different heads, ftretched on to the fea- 


llion . 


Valley has its origin, and fprings from a mountain belonging to the long chain ot moun- 
tains ; and, finally, to And. Greef s. ... £ , , . , ... 

'l’he eltatcs in this tra£t are cmbellilhed with vineyards, corn-fields, and beautiful 


Travelling farther on we came to Carrelfpeck’s farm, fituated under Picquet Moun- 
- from thence to Gert Smidt’s, and afterwards to Dirk Kutfe’s, where Verlooren 


I lore l met with a lemon, which contained another within it, furnilhed with a red 
rind. Neither of thefe two lemons had any feed, and the rind of the inner lemon was 
faid to have even a four tafte. g ere 
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Here I alfo faw a goofe’s egg, which contained another egg enclofed within it. The 
external egg had a yolk, but the inner none. 

Oftriches abound in all thefe parts. They frequently do great damage to the farmers, 
by coming in flocks into their fields, and deftroying the ears of wheat, fo that nothing 
but the bare ftraw itfelf is left behind. The body of this bird is not higher than the 
-corn, and when it devours the ears, it bends down its long neck, fo that it cannot be 
feen at a diftance ; but on the leaf! noife it rears up its head and long neck, and can 
thus forefee its danger in time, and make its efcape, before the farmer gets within gun- 
fhot of it. 

"When this bird runs it has a proud and haughty look, and feems not to make much 
hafte, although it be in great dillrefs, efpecially if the wind is with it ; and when the 
wind blows a little, it flaps its wings, which greatly aflifts it in its flight. It is then im- 
poffible to overtake it with the fwiftelt horfe, except .when the weather is exceedingly 
warm and at the fame time calm, or when its wings have been /hot off. 

One morning, as I rode pall a place where a hen-oftrich fat on her neft, the bird fprang 
up and purfued me, with a view to prevent ray noticing her young ones, or her eggs. 
Every time I turned my horfe towards her, fhe retreated ten or twelve paces ; but as 
loon as I rode on /he purfued me again. 

The^ farmers here likewife informed me, that a ftone or two isfometimes found in the 
oltrich’s eggs, which is hard, white, rather flat and fmoolh, and about the fee of a 
bean. Thefe ftones are cut and made into buttons, but I never had the good fortune 
to fee any of them. ° 

Partridges (Tetrao) abound here and in many other parts of the country. They did 
not immediately take wing when we rode full trot after them, but they ran fo fwift 
along the road that we could hardly keep pace with them ; at length they took fliuht 
fide-ways with loud and violent fereams. b 


Verlooren Valley is the name given to a rivulet that derives itsfource from the above* 
mentioned range of mountains, and empties itfelf into the fea. Its. banks are in many 
places overgrown with reeds and rufhes (care*, aruncLo ), which fometimes /hoot up to 
the height of feveral yards, infomuch that the rivulet, in fuch places, cannot be feen 
In thefe impenetrable receffes an innumerable multitude of birds have their haunts and 
places of refuge, fuch as different forts of herons (ardca major and cairukaX ducks 
(anates), and coots (fulua). In fome places it was narrow, and in others broikl- 
but in particular it grew wider and wider the nearer it approached to the fea. In finne 
places there were large holes and deep refervoirs. It runs into the oo-an to the north- 
ward, and, when t it is low, the mouth appears dry, and the current there entirely 
c oaked up with the fand, and ftagnating. The nearer it approaches the fea, the deeper it 
grows m the middle, and the freer it is from reeds. It has many winding, and in its 
courfe, runs between two tolerably high mountains. The water is fweet mid good ; 
but near the fea, from the intermixture of the falt-water, and efpecially in the dry fea- 
fon, it grows faltifh. We encamped feveral days along its banks in the open air till 
we came to its mouth, mafandyand barren field, where no coloniils dwelt^and where 
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. £*■ ^ begmnmg of Verlooren Valley, oppofite the end of Ficquet Mountain Dro- 
je£ls a ridge of mountains, which runs all the way down to the ftrand, where Verlooren 
Valley ends, and forms the heights on one fide of this rivulet. verlooren 
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The large and long range of mountains which extends from Cape Falfo, near Hot' 
fentot’s Holland, acrofs the whole country, terminates here in fcattered and broken 
hills and eminences, fo that it was not necefiary to crofs the above-mentioned range at 
the northern end, as at Roode Zand and Pickenies’s Kloofs. 

Near a farm where Hottentots only tended the cattle, we experienced the inconveni- 
ency of being infelted with vermin. We encamped, it is true, at a confiderable dis- 
tance from their habitations ; but before our arrival, they had fpread their fkin-coverings, 
which fwarmed with vermin, upon the adjacent fields, and our pillows, on which we 
ufecl to fit in the fhade of our waggons, were prefently filled with them, fo that after 
fovcral clays painful labour we could hardly get rid of our hungry and troublefome guefts. 

Serpents abounded greatly in thefe fandy and bulhy plains. Not a day palled that 
we did not catch feveral, and put them into the brandy-kegs. Whilfl we were fitting 
on the ground to eat our homely meals, they ran acrofs my legs and thighs as well as 
i hofe of my fellow-travellers, without once biting any of us. A ferpent once twilled 
round my left leg, and without biting me fuffered itfelf to be gently fhaken off. 
Another came creeping out from under my "body, whilfl I lay on the ground, and 
afterwards crawled, as cold as ice, over the bare leg of one of the comqany that fat 
near me, without doing the leaf! hurt to any one of us. From this it may plainly be 
inferred, that ferpents do not attempt to bite, unlefs in felf defence, when trampled 
upon, or olhonvile hurt. Many times did ferpents run acrofs the road, and not unfre* 
cjuently between the horfos* feet, without doing the horfes any injury. 

The land-moles, of which here were vail numbers, had made fo many holes in the 
ground that it was with great difficulty and danger the traveller could get on, as his 
horl'e fometimes fell deep into them, and very frequently Humbled. 

From Verloorcn Valley we travelled on to Lange Valley, which is a river fimilar to 
the former, but much lefs ; and from hence we had a very long and dry Carrow-field 
to traverfe before we got near the mountains again, and to a place called the Gentlemen’s 
Hotel (Heeren Logcment). 

The heights were very fandy, the country dry, and the grazing farms fcarce, at 
which the fanners themfelves likewife did not five, but only kept fome hired Hottentots 
to tend their cattle, which is here the only thing attended to ; as the drought and thebar- 
rennefs of the foil prevent them from growing corn, or planting orchards. 

On the 25th, before we reached the Gentlemen's Hotel, we paffed feveral fmall vales 
in our way of a very trifling depth, which, from the heat of the weather, were already 
quite dried up. Thefe had a ftrange and Angular appearance, as the clay which during 
the rainy fealbn had been diffolved and agitated in water, was now depofited in various 
Urata, or laminae of different degrees of thicknefs, which had fplit in confequence of 
the heat, and were feen very diftinaiy. The lowermoft layer was the coarfeft,_and 
contained a great quantity of extraneous particles, which, in confequehce of their weight, 
had fettled there firffi. The uppermoft layer was both purer and finer, and fo dry as 
to flick to the lips and tongue like a new tobacco-pipe. This, as well as other African 
minerals, 1 collected, and have prefented them to the royal academy at Upfal for their 
collodion of minerals. 

In my way to the Gentlemen’s Hotel, I found a fcarce and long-fought-for plant, viz. 
the Codon Royeni, but did not fee more than one fhrub of it, which however I think I 
never flrall forget. It was one of the hotteft days in fummer, and the heat was.fo 
’ intolerable, that we were afraid that our beafts would grow faint and drop down quite 
exhaulted. By this infufferable and tormenting heat our bodies were fwelted up, as 
it were, and the pores opened in the higheft degree. The bufhes we met with, were 

t covered 
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covered all over with white, brittle, and tranfparent prickles, which, when my fellow- 
traveller and I fuddenly fell upon them, and ilrove which ihould pluck the mod 
flowers with our naked hands, fcratclfed them in fucha terrible manner, that for fcvcral 
days we experienced great pain and inconvenience. 

At length we arrived quite exhaufted to the Gentlemen’s Hotel, which was a vale 
between the mountains, with a pretty high hill. Up this hill we had to drive before 
we could get into another tract of country, which however was not very fertile. 

This place, which is pleafant, being ornamented with a fmall wood and a rivulet of 
frefh-water, is called the Gentlemen’s Hotel, becaufe on one fide of the mountain 
there is a large cavern to the welt ward, like a hall, formed by two rocks, which were 
hollowed etrt by the hand of time. I climbed up to it, and found the names of 
feveral travellers written on the fides. Near this was another hollow vault, but 1 'ome- 
what lefs. 

In the former of thefe caves there was a fmall fifiure, in which a tree, probably the 
Sideroxylon, had taken root, and Hood in a very foundling condition, being above 
eight feet in height; although it had no more water for its nourifhment and fupport 
than the trifling quantity that was retained by the fifiure in the rainy fcafon. 

Upon the whole, the mountains thereabouts were dry, barren, and of a brittle 
texture, appearing as if they had been burned, and containing a great number of largo, 
bare, and loofe ftones. 

"Whilft we refrefhed ourfelves here and our wearied cattle, a farmer arrived on 
horfeback from Olyfant’s Rivier, who informed us that a lion inhabited the fpot by 
which we were to pafs, and that it had lately been feen upon the road, and had pur- 
fued a Hottentot there. 

However, as we had no other way than this dangerous one to choofe, we fet out on the 
following day, viz. the 26th, and, the better to be on our guard, we rode the whole 
day with our guns, laid acrofs our arms, cocked and loaded with ball ; and late in the 
evening, when it was quite dark, arrived at Peter van Seele’s, near Olyfant’s Rivier, 
where we flaid a few days, as the fituation was comfortable and the people obliging arul 
hofpitable. 

The road was almoft every-where fandy, and the heights we rode over prefented 
nothing but bare rocks, with a red fand-ftone, interfperfed with pebbles, that appeared 
to have been enclofed in the fand-ltone before it had hardened into a rock, in like manner 
as their furface feemed to have been polifhed, before their enclofure, to the degree of 
fmoothnefs they now exhibited, by the violent motion of the waves. 

Here were feveral mountains flat at top, like the Table Mountain, which terminated 
behind Olyfant’s _ Rivier, before they reached the fea-fliore, between which and the 
mountains it is faid to be a day’s journey over a broad and level plain. 

The Bokke-veld Mountains alfo ended near the fea-fhore, on the other fide of Olyfant’s 
Rivier ; they are of a confiderable height, and do not go off with a gradual Hope. 

Rainer up was the name given here to the Hottentot’s water-melon, a large luccu- 
lent root. 0 

Karup again fignified the root of a fpecies of Lobelia, which was eaten by the Hot- 
tentots. 

Moor-wortel is an umbelliferous plant, from the root of which and honey the Hot- 
tentots make, by fermentation, an intoxicating liquor. 

_ -A- wild goofe (anas JEgyptiacci') took up its refidence in great Olyfant’s Rivier imme- 
diately below the farm, and did great damage to the farmer’s wheat-fields. It had been 
fired on before, and wounded with fmall fhot, but efcaped alive. This made it fa 
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ihy and cautious, that on the flighted view of the people of the houfe it would fly to 
the other fide of the river, fo that nobody could come within gunlhotof it. I being a 
Itranger, it fecmed to be lefs fearful of me, a circumftance which, one day, as it came 
on the fide of the river next the houfe, gave me an opportunity of Jhooting it, to the 
great J'alisfaftiou of my holt. 

As wc now had to travel through a dry and barren defart, we took care to lay in 
proper provifion here for the journey, viz. bifcuits, bread, butter, and frelh meat, 
with which our worthy hoftefs very obligingly furnilhed us. We fent all our baggage 
over Olyfant’s Rivier, which was pretty broad, in a final! boat, and afterwards made 
the oxen fwim acrofs with the waggons. The river was deep in feveral places, and a 
beautiful wood, confiding of trees of various kinds, efpecially the mimofa nilotka , 

adorned its banks. _ 

After this, on the 30th, we rode down by the foot of the mountains, the firft and 
largefl projc&ing point of which o as called Windhoek, and the other Mafkamma. 
We arrived at a grazing farm, which belonged to one Ras, and was called Trutru. 
Here, on home of the idler hills, I found the Hottentots water-melon, which I had 
been long in fcarch of, and defirous of knowing. The root was almoft as round as a 
ball, above fix inches in diameter, of a yellowifh colour, and about as hard as an 
ordinary turnip. The tulle of it was agreeable and refrefhing. It is much eaten by 
the Hottentots. Its bloffom was not quite full blown ; but it feemed to me to belong 
to the order of the contorU, and I thought it might be referred more efpecially to the 

aro/wria, or the periploca genus. . . , . 

The field was always dry; in the clefts indeed, and fometimes at the foot or the 
mountains, there was water ; but the land was fo poor, that no farms could be laid 

° U WcHhw the Bokke-vdd Mountains lying before us, which extended far towards 
the lea-fidc, and that with feveral projecting points, juft like fo many ranges of 


mountains. , , 

On the 31ft, we proceeded through .the defart ; m which the farther we advanced, „ 

the drier it grew. Our journey through the defart lafted three days at lealt: and in. 
the whole of this tradt we found only three places which at this time afforded a little 
lalt-water. But thefe were the more difficult to find, as they did not he near the road, 
hut fit a great diltancc from it. A ftrangcr eafily paffes by them, and thus endangers 
his own life and that of his cattle. Very happily for us, we fell m with a fanner from 
the Cape that was travelling the fame road ; but with our weak cattle we could not 
keen lice with him. We therefore requefted, that he would fet up a ftick with a 
linen rag on it at the places where we ought to bait, and in the neighbourhood of 
which we might look for fo extraordinary a phenomenon as ^k-water is m thefe thi y 
plains. The full night we luckily hit upon the watering-place called Single Horn 
boom’s Rivier, but not the fecond, fo that our cattle were nearly exhaufted by heat 
■mil thirft before we reached, which we did not do till the third evening, the Bokke- 
£i «h» « bi.«1 .11 olghe oear a (tall rivulet of dU 

Dorn River, after having palled a place called (Leeuwedans, 01 Leeuwejagt, 


L Z ihe winter, when it is fet in for rain, the farmers remove for fome time with 
their attic to this part, which is at this time the moft proper for breeding of flieep, 
biit not idways fo? other cattle. And indeed the fhcep in thefe barren fields grow 
fometimes ft/ fat, that their fkfli cannot be eaten. Ihe leaneft are there f° re z J 
Letted for llaughter. When a butcher has purchafed a flock of &eep, and driven 
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them one hundred and thirty or one hundred and fifty miles to the Cape, they are 
generally reckoned fat enough to be killed. 

AH the mountains here flretched north-north-eail towards the fea, and fouth-fouth- 
weft into the- country, where they grew very flat; towards the fummits they were quite 
level, as if their heads had been lopped off. 

To the left, a ridge of mountains was feen to commence, which ran along the fea- 
fhore, and was not very high. 

' In this Carrow-Iand grew the mcft fmgular Mefembryanthemums, and thofc in the 
greateft quantity; on the other hand, but very few Craffulas, Euphorbias, and 
Cotyledons. 

On the 2d of November, we rode up the Bokke-land Mountains with two pair of 
oxen, with which the farmer, who had paffed us, kindly aflifted us, ours being quite 
fatigued and difabled, and the mountains fo fteep that feveral Hottentots were obliged 
to hold the waggons fall with cords, to prevent them overfetting. This mountain was 
not only very fteep, but likewife very hilly, and abounded with flate ; above there was 
a fteep ridge, and the lides of the crown itfelf were almoft perpendicular. At the top 
of all the mountain was level, the air colder, and the plain abounded in grafs. 

Bokke-veld lies between the thirtieth and thirty-firft degree fouth of the equator. 

In afcending this mountain, we difcovered a fpecies of Aloe (aloe dichotoma ), the 
ftem of which, when of a proper thicknefs, is hollowed out, and ufed by the Hottentots 
as a quiver for their arrows. 

Weary, but not a little pleafed, we afterwards arrived at Clas Lofper’s farm, whither 
we intended indeed to have gone the preceding year, but were prevented by an accident. 
In this honefl farmer, during the few days flay we made with him, we found as 
generous a hoft as we had before found in him a faithful guide and kind afiiftant. 
He was the richeft grazier in the whole country; and was at this time in poffeflion of 
at leaft twelve thoufand fheep, and above fix hundred full-grown homed cattle, befides 
about two hundred calves. 

We now left a trad; of land to the left, nearer to the fea, which is occupied and 
inhabited by two rich and powerful nations, the Little and Great Namaquas. 'L'hefe 
are occupied in grazing; and their cattle appeared to me to be of quite a different 
kind from thofe of the Caffres and colonifts, being for the mod part long-legged, 
large, and without a bunch on. the back. 

Bokke-land or Goat-land, which we had now reached, is nothing elfe than a tolerably 
high mountain, which is level at the top, and towards the edges of its fummit forms 
a variety of proje&ing angles, pointing to the fea-fide. It confifts of different flrata; 
the uppermoft of which is fand-ftone, in many places interlarded with polifhed round 
pebbles. The fand-ftone is for the moft part laminate like Hate, and moulders away 
into pieces by rain. 

This country being all over exceedingly, barren, and confequently not much fre- 
quented by the colonifts, there were feveral fmall focieties of Hottentots, fcattered up 
and down in it, who were in poffeffion of feme very inconfiderable herds of cattle ; 
and a great many of them were employed as fervants by the few farmers that lived 
here, who repaid their fervices with cattle and other trifling gratuities. 

With thefe as well as other Hottentots who live farther up the country, ne ar Rog- 
geveld, and who were once more numerous and rich than they are at prefent, the 
Dutch Company formerly carried on a bartering trade ; but, on account of the in- 
juftice and violence which the factors that were fent to them were guilty of, and which 
the governors frequently connived at, not deeming it their duty to contend for the 

rights 
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rights of nature and humanity, when neither the Company's nor their own private 
mtereit was concerned, it has now almoft entirely ceafed. When a corporal was fent 
out by the governor, with a few men to barter with the Hottentots for their oxen, 
agamic <u rack, glafs beads, iron, and tobacco, he not only got their oxen for flaughter, 
but their calves, cows, and fheep. And this' exchange was not always with the Hot- 
tentots good will and confent, but by compulfion, and frequently by force. Befides 
this, they were bafe enough to dilute the arrack with water, and thus to adulterate it. 
1 his mode of bartering occafioned by degrees fuch a difguft, that fome of the Hot- 
tentots neglected to augment their flock, and others entirely left the places of their 
xclidonce, and ran away ; after which they fometimes Hole cattle from the farmers, 
who by degrees lcizcd upon their land. Not long ago, Corporal Feldman procured 
by barter five hundred oxen, with the greatefl part of which he enriched himfelf, re- 
luming only fifty into the Company’s flaughter-houfe. This bartering traffic, which 
was not very advantageous to the Company, but unjufl and cruel towards the Hot- 
tentots, has now quite ceafed as well in this north-weflern, as in the fouth-eaftern part 
ol Alrica, efpecially fincc the land is well peopled, and the farmers, who abound in 
cattle, arc now capable ol delivering as many foever as may be wanted. Should fuch 
traffic ever take place again, it ought to be with the Caffres and Namaquas, who are 
poUefled of a great quantity of cattle, and whofe lands have not hitherto fuffered in 
the leafl by the encroachments from the colonifts. 

From Bokke-land we faw the Roggeveld Mountains to the eaftward, and, nearer 
hand, the Ilantums Mountains to the northward, and ftill farther to the northward, a 
range ol mountains, behind which lay, according to report, an immenfe long plain 
without mountains, but furnifhed with feveral falt-pans, and inhabited by Bofhiefman 
Hottentots. All the above-mentioned mountains lay high, and at the top as it were of 
the Bokke-land Mountains. 

The Bofhiefman Hottentots inhabit the mod indifferent, poor, bare, and cold part 
ol this louthermnoll point of Africa, towards the north and eaft from Namaquas-land, 
acrofs Roggeveld, and as far as the Snow Mountains. And indeed this nation is the 
poured and moddeftitutc of all. They have feldom or ever any cattle, and frequently 
no fixed abode, but wander about the country, and fupport themfelves by plunder and 
theft. They often live without either clothes or huts j and I was informed by fome 
farmers worthy of credit, that thefe people fometimes creep down at nightinto caverns 
and holes in the earth, many together till the cave is full, when the uppermoft covers 
himlclf with the Ikin of a Daffi (cavia capcnfu ), to keep out the cold and bad weather. 
They are of a yellowilh brown colour, and fomething lefs than the Hottentots, with 
very linall and delicate limbs. The belly, which projedts extremely, conftfcutes almoft 
the whole of the man. 

Thefe Bofhiefmen had, for the fpace of feveral years, molefted the colonifts here, 
as likewifo in Roggeveld and near the Snow Mountains, ftolen their cattle, murdered 
many of the colonifts themielves, and fet fire to their farms. At different times parties 
had been fent out to diJ'pcrle them, and laft year in particular, three large parties had 
been lent into three different quarters. 

A party, confiding of a hundred men, of which thirty-two were Chriftians, and 
liie roll Hottentots in their fervicc, had been fent out againft fome Namaquas Bofhief- 
mtai, and now met us on their return. In this expedition they had killed about a 
hundred, and made prifoners of twenty, chiefly fmall children, fome of whom they 
at this profent jundture had with them. It was laid, that in a fimilar expedition in 
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1765, one hundred and eighty-fix had been killed. None of the Chriftians that were 
on this expedition were either killed or wounded. 

The Hottentots are confidered as allies, and not fuffered to be made Haves of; 
but fuch Hottentots as are taken prifoners in war, efpecially if young, are for forae 
time the property of the captor, and obliged to ferve without wages, but are not to be 
difpofed of to others. If any of the colonifts take an Hottentot orphan to bring up, 
it muft ferve him, it is true, without wages, till it is twenty-five years old ; but, on 
arriving at that age, it is at liberty to go where it pleafes, or to continue in lervice at 
a ftated falary. 

Although this Bokke-larid, which alfo has the name of the Lower Bokkeveld, lies 
very high, yet. it is faid that fnow very feldom falls here. 

For the prote&ion of the property of the colonifts againft the ravages of the Hotten- 
tots, the Company had, to the eaftwara, eftablifhed feveral pofts one after another ; 
but to the weftward, on the other fide of the mountain, not- one was eftablifhed, al- 
though it is there that fuch pofts are moft neceffary and important. The fanners 
towards this coaft muft: therefore themfelves be armed in order to defend therafclves 
againft thefe plundering Bofhiefmen ; and on this occafion the more wealthy farmers 
generally fupply the other with powder, ball, and men. One of the farmers is com- 
monly chofen for their leader, who is then exempted from all other borough lervice. 
When a large party is fent out, the government fupplies them, on the Company’s ac- 
count, with brandy, hand-cuffs, powder and Ihot. 

The Bolhiefmen exercife their violence and depredations not only on the Chriftian 
colonifts, but have, previous to this, by their thefts, ruined the major part of the 
Hottentot nadves, many of whom have fince gone into the fervice of the colonifts. 

When any ftrangers arrive at a farm, the Hottentots belonging to it always give- 
each of them a name fuited to his appearance, profeffion, or other external cic- 
cumftances ; this happened in feveral different places to me and my companions. 

When we were encamped in the open air, which was frequently the cafe, and had 
forgot to procure fire by means of our guns, the Hottentots made ufe of another me- 
thod, which was no left curious than infallible. They took two pieces of hard wood, 
one of which was cylindrical, and the other fiat, with a hole in it ; the flat piece was 
laid down on the ground, and the foot placed on one end of it to keep it faft ; after 
which fome dry graft was laid round the hole, and the cylindrical ftick being put into 
the hole, it was twirled round between the hands with fuch, velocity, that the fridtiom 
arifing from it fet the grafs on fire. 

When we Hewed our meat in the open field, the Hottentots would fometiuies come; 
after it was taken out of the pot, and firft befmear themfelves all over with the greafe, 
and afterwards rub the foot of the pot all over their bodies. ' 

The Bofhiefmen fometimes make ufe of javelins, but the fhafts are fhorter and 
thicker than thofe of the Caffres’ Affagays ; which they ufe not only to throw, but 
likewife, and indeed chiefly, for the purpofe of killing the cattle they have ftolen • 
but their principal arms, which they ufe in war and for their own defence in general’ 
are bows and poifoned arrows, and thefe they are taught to handle with great dexterity’ 
The arrow is armed with a thin triangular piece of iron, fattened with a firing to a 
bone of a finger s length, to the end of which again is fattened a reed. This iron a* 
well as the bone is afterwards rubbed with poifon extraded from ferpents. The Bofhief- 
men are the moft expert markfmen of all the Hottentots, and are faid to be able to fhoot 
their arrows to the diftance of two hundred and eighty paces. They alfo know how to 
"avoid the arrows of others with the greateft nimblenefs and dexterity, juft as baboons 

1 do 
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do when Hones are thrown at them ; and if they could but fee the mufquet-balls of the 
Europeans, they would think themfelves able to efcape them likewife. To running the 
Bolhiefmen Hottentots are fo inured, as not to be excelled in it by any others ; but 
can almott hold out longer than a horfe. On the level plains they are eafily overtaken 
by a man on horfeback $ but very feldom if the road be llony, and never in moun- 
tainous places. 

1 hey can endure hunger a longer time ; but when they have a plentiful fupply, will 
eat fo immoderately as to diftend their bellies to an amazing fize. "When oppreffed by 
hunger, they tie a belt round their bodies, which they gradually draw tighter, till the 
navel is brought clofc to the back-bone. 

When a Bofliielinan has caught a ferpent, and killed it, he does not, according to 
report, cut oft its head, but bites it off, and then cutting out the veficle containing 
the poifon, dries it in the fun till it becomes vifeid and tough, and then mixes it with 
the juice of a poifonous tree {frequently the cejirum venenatum\ which makes the 
poifon adhere the fafter to the arrow. 

The Hottentots and Bolhiefmen are faid to fortify themfelves againll poifoned darts 
and the bite of venomous animals, by fuffering themfelves to be gradually bitten by 
ferpents, fcorpions, and other venomous creatures, till they become accuftomed to it ; 
but thefe trials fometimes coll them their lives. The urine of an Hottentot thus pre- 
pared is citeemcd an excellent antidote or counterpoifon, and is therefore drunk by 
fuch as have been bitten by ferpents. 

When it thunders, the Bolhiefmen are very angry and curfe bitterly, thinking that 
the ftorm is occafioned by fome evil being. 

Poifonous bulbous plants (Giftbolles, Amaryllis dijlichd), grow infeveral places com- 
mon, with their beautiful clufters of flowers. The root, which is poifonous, is almoft 
as big as one’s fill. The Hottentots ufe it chiefly for poifoning the arrows with which 
they fhoot the finaller kind of game, fuch as Spring-bucks ( copra pygargus ) and the 
like. Thofc bulbs that grow in the fliade are thought to poffefs a ftronger poifon than 
thofe which are expofed to the fun. 

On the following days we rode along Bokke-land .to Hantum. The country in- 
clined gently and gradually towards it. The Hantum country began with fcattered 
ridges of mountains ; farther up the country Hood a high mountain, which was more 
particularly called Hantum Mountain, and had a cut, or open cleft, through which 
we rode. The mountain was fmooth and level at the top, and in height appeared 
equal to Rogge-veld. 

After we had got to the end of Bokke-land, the country grew, the farther we tra- 
velled, a drier Carrow, with confiderable rivers, which had Hill brackifli water in them, 
but in fuinmer are quite dried up. 

In Hantum we palled Van Rhen’s grazing farm, near Riet-fontein, and afterwards 
rode by Hendrik Lau’s grazing farm, to Abraham van Wyk’s farm. This Van Wyk 
was a lully, fat man ; as foon as the dogs, by their barking, announced the arrival of 
ftrangers, he Hood at the door to bid us welcome. My fellow-traveller and I were not 
a little furprifed, in a country fo extremely barren, and through which we had tra- 
velled feveral days without feeing a fingle living creature, now to find fo lully and cor- 
pulent a man, and one that did fo much credit to his keeper. 

In this trail we found the fungus we had fo long fought and wifhed to fee ( 'hydnora 
Africana), which without doubt is one of the moll extraordinary plants that have been 
difeovered of late years. It always grows under the branches of the Ihrub euphorbia 
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ilrucalli , and upon its roots. The lower part of it, which is the fruit, is eaten by tlw 
Hottentots, Viverrae, foxes and other animals. 

On the 13th we proceeded to Chriftian Bock’s ; and. 

On the 14th, to Rhonnofter Rivier, where we were obliged to unyoke our cattle and 
Itay all night j although a lion had two days before killed a zebra near this fpot, which 
it had not yet had time to devour. 

The lions have their haunts in every part of thefe mountains ; and arc, on account 
of the farmers’ herds of cattle, as difagreeable neighbours as the Bolhicfmen. And 
indeed . there were feveral people here who had been in danger from thefe dreadful 
beads of prey. Amongft others was mentioned a farmer of the name of Korf, who 
lived not far off. 

A lion had Rationed itfelf amongfl the rulhes of a rivulet that ran near the farm, fo as 
to deter the fervants from going to fetch water, or tend the cattle. The farmer himfelf 
therefore, accompanied by a few terrified Hottentots, refolved to attack it, and endea- 
vour to drive it away. But as it lay concealed in the thick rufhes, he could not tec 
to take aim, but was obliged to fire feveral fhot at random into the rulhes. The lion, 
enraged at this, rufhed out upon the farmer, who, having fired his piece, was now quite 
defencelefs, and at the fame time deferted by his fugitive Hottentots. As foon as the 
lion had laid hold of him, he plucked up courage, and thrufl one of his hands down 
the lion’s throat, which faved him from being torn to pieces, till at length he fainted 
away from lofs of blood. After this the lion left him, and retreated into the rufhes 
again for a few days. When the farmer at lafl recovered, he found that he was not 
only terribly wounded in his ftdes by the lion’s talons, but one of his hands was fo 
much torn and lacerated by the animal’s teeth, that there were no hopes of its being 
healed. On entering the houfe and being a little revived, he took an axe in his hand, 
laid the wounded hand on a block, put the axe on it, and ordered one of his fervants to 
.ftrike the axe with a club. Having thus cut off his own hand, he dreffed it with cow- 
dung, and tied a bladder over it, and at length healed the wounds with the ufual falve, 
made of a decoction of odoriferous herbs, lard, and a little wax. 

I heard another anecdote of an old fanner, -who, together with his fon, had gone out. 
in order to drive away a lion from his farm. The lion had fuddenly leaped upon the 
old man’s back, and in that fit'uation, before it had had time to kill him, was foot dead 
by the fon. 

Another inftance was related to me of the widow of one Wagenaar, near the Snow 
Mountains, who had gone out to feare a lion away from her cattle; when the beaft 
feizing .on her, firft ate off one of her arms, and at length, when fhe fainted, devoured 
her head. After this it had likewife devoured a Hottentot maid-fervant, who had ran 
to her miftrefs’s afliftance. The children who had feen this Ihocking fight through .the 
crevices of the door, dug themfelves out through the earth under the back wall of the 
houfe, and from thence ran away to the nearefl: farm. 

From this dangerous place we went to Daunis, where the fettlement had been 
deftroyed by the Bofaiefmen by fire, and the owner with his people forced to run 
away. 

The country here was level, with feveral mountains running north-eaft and fouth- 
weft. Direftly before us lay the Rogge- veld mountains. 

m Moorwotel (an umbelliferous plant) was alfo fpoken of here as a root, from which, 
with water and honey, the Hottentots prepare an intoxicating liquor. This root is faid 
to be taken up principally in the months of November and December- 

On 
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t)n the x 5th we rode along Drooge Rivier, where we were informed by two farmers 
Who overtook us, that a lion had followed our track the day before, but, on feeing fome 
Inecp, had turned about in purfuit of them. 

On (lie 16th we travelled along the foot of the Rogge-veld mountains, and then, 
through a valley formed by them, called Port, and at laft went up the mountain to 
Wilhelm Stenkamp’s farm. 

lleie the country was called the Lowermoft Rogge-veld, not becaufe it lies lower than 
the other Rogge-vclds (Rye-fields), but becaufe it lies fartheft from the Cape. Thefe 
as well as the others have been fo named from a kind of rye which grows wild here in 
abundance near the bufhes. 

Ihe winter is very cold, with froft and fnow, for which reafon no cattle can be kept 
here, in (lead ol which they are driven down to Carrow. The fettlers in the lowermoft 
Rogge veld, who are in poUellion of good houfes, fometimes pafs the winter there; but 
thole who live in the middle Rogge-veld always remove from thence. 

I he whole country is deftitute of wood, and has only a few fmall Ihrubs and bufties 
of the Mefembryanthemum, Pteronia, Stoebe kinds, and a few others, fuch as Othon- 
nas, &c. The country produces good fodder for flieep and horfes only, of which there 
mo great numbers, but very little horned-eattle, on mo ft of the farms. 

The uppennoft ftratum of this mountain is fand-ftone, which is hard, and breaks in 
large pieces, and very fit for building of houfes. The middle ftratum is Hate, which 
may be dil'corned in the clefts, and this bed is wider than the former. The lowermoft 
ftratum is red land and clay, interfperfed with round ftones of different fizes. 

Rogge-veld is a mountain which has been inhabited by the colonifts for thefe thirty 
years pall. It conlifts of eminences and valleys, and has no ridges of any remarkable 
height, fo that it cannot be called level, but hilly. 

The farms are not fituated far up the country, but near the edges of the fummit of 
the mountain and all along it, fo that the part inhabited is yet very fmall. 

'file foil in the lowermoft Rogge-veld is a dark brown mould, intermixed with a 
fmall quantity of loofe and brittle clay. It does not rain either at Rogge-veld or at 
Catmlcbo in winter, but only in fpring and fummer ; and the rain is then always accom- 
panied with thundor-ftorms. 

On the 1 8th we proceeded to Jacob Laue’s ; and, 

On the 20th, to Adrian Lauc’s farm. From the edge of the fummit of the moun- 
tain here wo law the Carrow lying underneath us, as alfo Windhoek, Mafkamma, the 
Table Mountains near Olyfant’s Rivier, the cold Bokkevelds, and Roode Zands Win- 
terlioek, all in a row. 

The Roode Zand and Bokkeveld Mountains were lower than Roggeveld. Carrow 
lay between thefe, higher than that Carrow-field which we had paffed through between 
Olyiiuit's Rivier ami Bokke-land, and almoft as high as Maikamma and the Bokke- 
laml mountains. 

On the 2 lit wo came to Cert van Wyk’s. 

The above-mentioned farms were always fituated in valleys between the heights. 

Although the fummer drew near, it was very cold, and froze at nights. The after- 
noon’s breeze alfo was always cold. 

O11 the 23d we arrived at Thomas Nel’s farm ; and afterwards to Adrian van Wyk’s, 
near the edge of the top of the mountain, where a tremenduoufly deep valley extends 
down to Carrow ; from hence a road leads to Carrow and Moftert’s Hods. 

J lore I law a Hottentot female fervant that .was bora with the left arm imperfect, and 
ending near the elbow. The mother was for murdering this child at the birth, accord- 

3 mg 
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to the cuftom of the Hottentots (it being a cripple), but was prevented by a humane 
colonift. 

I was furprifed to find that the Hottentots, who were in the fervice of the fanners, 
and were moftiy naked, could endure the cold here fo well. They had no other cover- 
ing than a Iheep-fkin about their backs; the woolly fide being worn next to the Ikin in 
the winter, and the fmooth fide in the fummer. It was but feldom that they had fhoes 
to their feet. It fometimes happens, however, that they are frozen to death. 

It is a cuftom with the Hottentots in thefe parts, to bury their dead in the clefts of 
the mountains ; and fuch as fell into a fwoon, had the hard fate to be buried imme- 
diately. Wild cucumbers is the name given to the Coloquintida (cucumis colocynthis ). 
They were faid to be eaten by the Hottentots, and even by the colonifts, after being 
pickled with vinegar, although they tafte very bitter. The Iheep feed eagerly on them. 
The Jlapelia articulate repens , a thick plant without leaves, is eaten by the Hottentots, 
as alfo by the colonifts, after being pickled in the fame manner as cucumbers. 

Karre-hout (j-hus) is a kind of wood which the Hottentots in this part of the country 
ufed for making bows. 

The road all over Roggeveld was rough, and full of round and fharp loofe ftones. 

The Spring-bok comes hither fometimes from the interior parts, and goes as far as 
the Bokkevelds, or fomewhat farther. At the expiration of a certain number of years 
they emigrate in the fame manner as the Lemmings in Swedifh Lapland, arriving in 
troops of millions, and going in a long field one after the other, eating away all the 
herbage wherever they pafs, and fuffering nothing to obftruft them on their march. 
If any of them bring forth on the road, they leave their young behind. If any of the 
farmers fire amongft them, they continue their route neverthelefs without interruption, 
and are not even intimidated by lions and other beafts of prey, who follow the herd, 
and make great havock amonglt them. After they have paffed through aqy farmer’s 
grounds, hardly any thing is left for his cattle to eat, nor any water to drink. The 
corn-fields muft be watched night and day, otherwife they would entirely deftroy the 
com, and the farmers would be reduced to want. 

On the 24th, we came to a fpring in the open field, where we encamjped all night ; 
and, 

, On the 25th, we eroded the mountain to Paul Kerfte’s, near Kreutsfontein. In the 
afternoon, when we were ready to fet out from hence, and our horfes were faddled, 
my horfe had the misfortune to be bitten in the breaft by a ferpent, as they were water- 
ing him at the brook juft below the farm. In confequence of this his whole foot grew 
ftiff and fwelled as I rode on, and the fwelling increafed to fuch a degree, that, before 
I had got a ftone’s-throw from the farm, he could proceed no farther, and I was obliged 
to leave him on the fpot. A fmall ferpent, not quite fix inches long, which was faid 
to be very venomous, and was found here in abundance, was fuppofed to be the per- 
petrator of this mifehief. 

Here began the middle Roggeveld, which was only divided from the former by 
means of a few mountainous ridges. 1 1 

On the 26th, we arrived at Cornelius Kutfe’s. 

His fon had a fhort time before been bitten in the hand by a venomous ferpent. His 
hand had been fcarified immediately, and a eupping-glafs applied, in order to extract 
the poifon from if. After this it was fteeped in a folution of vitriol, which was faid 
to have been rendered quite black by it. An onion was next applied, and afterwards 
turtle-blood. This latter, when laid on the wound in a dry ftate, was faid to diffolve 

,and 
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and turn to a fluid blood, that exhibited figns of effervefcence , as the poifon of ferpents 
I 'ts a llronger attraction for turtle-blood than for human blood, fo as to attract the 
j iibn to itfelf. 

h.very farmer travelling from Roggeveld to the Cape through Moftert’s Hoek, pays 
annually a certain fum towards repairing the roads. The farmers who live far up the 
country, have generally the misfortune to be poorer, and to be fubjedt to greater ex- 
pent e than others. 

We fell in here with another party, that had been in purfuit of the Bolhiefmen quite 
up into Roggeveld. This party con lifted of about ninety odd perfons, of whom, forty- 
fev were Chriftians. They had killed and taken prifoners nearly two hundred and 
thirty Bolhiefmen. One of the colonifts had been fhot in the knee with an arrow, 
which had colt him his life. The third detachment, which had been fent to the Snow 
Mountains, had killed four hundred Bolhiefmen ; of this party feven had been wounded 
by arrows, but none died. 

It ibmctimcs happens, .that the Bolhiefmen take away at once the farmer’s whole 
herd whilft grazing, and frequently even kill the herdfmen. They afterwards drive 
their booty higher up into the country, night and day, as fall as they can, till they ar- 
rive at a place where they think themfelves perfectly fecure. What they cannot take 
with them they kill with their javelins ; and, in their flight, place fpies on the heights 
of the mountains, to look out carefully, and fee whether they are purfued by the co- 
lonifts. Tilde fpies are relieved by others, and give intelligence if the party is pur- 
ified ; in which calc, they all hide themfelves. if poflible, in the mountains. In their 
flight they kill, roaft, and eat by turns. When they have ftolen a confiderable num- 
ber of cattle, and are arrived at fome place where they think themfelves tolerably fe- 
cure, they encamp there with their cattle, and make huts (Kraals) of mefembryanthe- 
mmn 1 nifties or of mats, in which they live together as long as their food lafts. The 
detachment had feen one of thefe Kraals or encampments formed of huts in two rows, 
like a village, in which they had counted on one fide upwards of fifty huts, from which 
all the Bolhiefmen have removed. 

In Roggeveld alone the Bolhiefmen had, in the laft two years, ftolen more than 
ten thouliind Iheep, befides oxen, and murdered many of the colonifts, their Haves; 
and Hottentots. 

When the Bolhiefmen are purfued by the colonifts on horfeback, they retreat to the 
mountains, where, like baboons, they poll themfelves on the edges of the fummitsand 
in the inaccelfible places,, and are always afraid of the plains. They fometimes creep 
into the clefts, and from thefe bulwarks let fly their arrows. 

The weapons with which they defend themfelves againft their enemies, are bows and 
poifoned arrows. By way of defence againft thefe, the colonifts ca.ufe a Ikin to beheld 
before them, in which the arrows Hick fait, that frequently come like a fliower of rain. 
The Bolhiefmen, when they perceive that their arrows do not penetrate, do not fire a 
fecond volley. A Bolhiefman who is mortally wounded by a ball, is never found either 
crying or lamenting in any fliape whatever. 

Thefe people firft chew Canna ( mefembryemthemum ), and afterwards fmoke it. They 
befmear themfelves with greafy Jubilances, and over that with red chalk ; in times of 
fcarcity they feed on ferpents, lizards, the fielh of zebras, lions, and baboons, upon, 
bulbous roots, ants’ eggs, &c. 

On the agth we rode along Vifch Rivier paft Olivier’s farm, to Jacobus Theron s. 
A misfortune, which I leaft expected on a fmooth and plain road, attended me how- 
ever this day. Through the carelefihefs of my Hottentots, who drove againft a Hone 
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that lay in the road, my cart overturned, the tilt over it was tom afunder, and many 
of my boxes and packets of herbs were loft. 

I here faw necklaces and ornaments for the waifl, which the Hottentots had made 
of the ihells of oftriches’ eggs, ground in the form of fmall round rings, and which 
made a very fine appearance. 

The cold in this Roggeveld. is very intenfe in winter, and fnow falls wilh froft. 
The farmers, therefore, live here only a few months in the year, viz. from Oftober to 
May ; build here their houfes and fow their wheat, which they are obliged to leave to 
the mercy of the Bofhief-men, during the time that they remove down to the Carrow- 
field below, where it rains certain months in the year, fo that they can remain ther-e 
with their cattle till the approaching dry feafon obliges them to remove up the moun- 
tain to Roggeveld again. 

On the ill of December, we travelled farther on to Efterhuyfen’s farm, where wc* 
were obliged ' to flay a couple of days, on account of the ftormy inclement weather, 
which continued with froft, rain, hail, and fnow, for the fpace of twenty-four hours, 
and not only confined us to our room, but obliged us to put on our great-coats, as a 
defence againft fuch an unexpected and unufual degree of cold, which was partly oc- 
cafioned by the height of the mountains, and partly by the violence of the north and 
north-well winds. 


The mountain, compared to the Carrow-field below, was at leaft as high as Table 
Mountain is at the Cape, and a high road for carriages runs from hence to Carrow. 

On the 3d, in the morning, wefet out from this cold place to go down the mountain, 
and could not, as we had wilhed, continue our journey farther up Roggeveld, as our 
bealls were too poor and too tender-footed to continue longer on this {harp and ruffged 
mountain. 

In the morning when we fet out, the ice Hill lay on the fummit of the mountain, as 
far as to its very edges, of the thicknefs of a rix-dollar. 

The road down the mountain lay over feveral fteep heights and abrupt declivities, 
like very high and broad Heps, for which reafon not only the two hind-wheels were; 
obliged to be locked, but the waggon itfelf to be held faft by the Hottentots, by 
means of ropes, in order to prevent it from, overfetting and falling down upon the oxen. 
The uppermoft declivity was the fleepeft, and called (IJytkyk) Look-out, on account 
01 the extenfive view it commanded; the other was called Maurice’s Heights. „ 
While we were on the heights of the mountain, it was intenfely cold; but the lower 
we defeended the calmer and warmer the air became, till in about three hours time we 
got down to Carrow, when the heat began to grow intolerable. 

We had now before us a very large and extenfive field in the dry and barren Carrow 
to traverfe, before we could reach an inhabited place. We had therefore fupplied our- 
lelves at the laft farm with as much provifion as was necefiary for a few days, and with 
this fet out on our journey through a fcorching defart, fo deftitute of water that even a 
iparrow could not fubfift in it, and lb devoid of every living creature, that only a few 
rats were to be feen here and there in holes in the earth, which probably find, in the 
lucculent leaves of the fhrubs in thefe parts, fomewhat that ferves both to appeafe their 
hunger and quench their thirft, " 

Sun-rife called forth every morning thefe earth-rats, whole nefls always ran flantinj.- 
downwards, «h then entrance feeing the eaft. We tried to fhoot feme Jf them as thot 
popped then tods out but found them, to our great fnrprife as well as difeppoL- 

Til f ” ,hdr T"S “ to th * ® M they faw ,£■ fll 

the pan. I tried feveral times with an excellent gun to hit one of them, but found 
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it impracticable, till I fell upon the method of putting a piece of paper, before the pan, 
which prevented them from feeing the flafli of the prime. 

. t ^ lu 4 r h> fitting’ out from Meyburg’s farm, which lay at the foot of the moun- 
tani, we came to Goudbloom’s Kloof, and, on the 5th, through fmaller valleys to the 
River of Misfortune (Ongeluck’s Rivier), fo called on account of a farmer having been 
quite eaten up here by a lion. Here we relied two days, waiting for the arrival of a farmer 
who was going to the Cape, and who had promifed to affift us with his oxen acrofs the 
drydt of all the Carrows which lay before us. But as he did not arrive according to 
his prqmifc, and^ this baiting-place was fuch that both man and beaft ran the rilk not 
only of ftarving for want of food, but likewife of dying of thirft, we were obliged to 
ufo all our efforts, and on the 7th, from eleven o’clock at night to the next morning, 
make a long journey to a little rivulet that ran before a mountain called Paardeberg, 
which was fmall and folitary. 0 

l he trad of country which we had left behind us was full of fmall mountains and 
ridges of mountains, fome detached, others conneded together, and running weft- 
north-wdl towards Roggcveld and the Bokkeveld Mountains. The fmall quantity of 
water which was here to be found in a very few places and in fmall cavities was not only 
la It, but likewife fo thick and turbid with clay and other impurities, that we were 
obliged to lay a handkerchief over it, in order to fuck a little of it into our mouths. 

There is another road indeed farther down, which is lefs mountainous and fmoother, 
but at the fame time alfo affords lefs water. 

On the 8th we paffed the above-mentioned Paardeberg, in our way to Dorn Rivier. 

1 lithorto the Carrow had, with a few exceptions, led down with a gradual defeent all 
over its furfacc, inclining from the Roggevcld to the Bokkeveld mountains, and was ' 
alnioll every-where free from bulhes. 

On the 9th we left the Dorn Rivier, and taking the road through the valley formed 
by the mountains between Carrow and Bokkeveld, arrived at laft at a fettlement and 
farm belonging to Vander Mervel’s widow. 

This good houfowife ufed a curious method of feparating lentils from the wheat with 
which they were mixed. She threw it all to her fowls, who carefully picked up 
every grain of wheat, and left the lentils behind untouched. 

The leaves of the indigo feraarborca were boiled, and the decodion was faid to be a 
gootl remedy againft the gravel and ftone. 

The ftraia in the mountains, as they were feen in the valleys, inclined very much here, 
and were even Angularly crooked. The ridge of mountains alfo inclined here confider- 
ably to the eaftward. 

On the nth we departed from hence, having firft bought a large ram, which we 
falted in its own fkin. Our route continued till we arrived at a place called Verkeerde 
Valley, which is one of the pleafanteft fpots I have feen in the whole country. It is 
lituated between two rows of mountains, with great plenty of grafs, and a fen abound- 
ing in water, almolt like a fmall lake. As we wanted leifure to infped and look after 
our collodions, and our cattle ftood in greater need of reft and refrefhment, we agreed, 
to remain in this pleafant though uninhabited fpot for a few days, and eat our falted 
mutton in lblitude. 

On the 14th we paffed through a valley in the mountains, called (Straat) Street, to 
De Vos’s eftatc, near Hex Rivier. _ _ 

We were now returned, as I may fay, to Chriftendom, or to thofe trafts in which 
the fijttlomeuts lay clofer to each other ; after having, for the fpace of feveral weeks, for 
voi,. xvx. x the 
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the moft part wandered in defarts, often encamped in the open air, and in the moll dan* 
gerous places, and feveral times been in want of the necefiaries of life. 

Near this farm a branch of Hex Rivier takes its rife in the mountains, which branch 
unites within the vale with the larger branch that runs here, and .likewife fprings out of 
the mountains. 

On the 1 6th we rode pafl Jordan’s farm to Van de Mervel’s eftate, and 

On the 17th, through Hex Rivier’s Kloof to Roode Zand. 

Hex Rivier’s Kloof has no heights, is quite level and fmooth, and we were obliged 
to crofs the ftream feveral times. On the tops of the mountains which Hood on each 
fide, there flill lay a great deal of fnow or hail. 

Roode Katt is the name here given to a kind of red lynx, with long locks of hair at 
the extremities of its ears, and the tip of its tail black. Pennant calls it a Perfxan Cat, 
and Buffon Caracal. Hill. Nat. de Quadr. tom. ix. tab. 24. The Ikin of it was laid 
by the farmers to be very efficacious as a difeutient, when applied to parts affefted with 
cold or rheumatifm. 

In the mountains, between the clefts of the naked rock, refides a kind of jumping 
rat (_ jerboa capenfis ), which the farmers confidered as a fpecies of hare, and called it 
Berghaas or Springhaas. This animal is of a curious make ; its fore-feet being extreme- 
ly lhort, but the hind-feet nearly as long as the whole body, which enables the creature 
to leap to a furprillng diltance. 

The flrata of the mountains were fometimes wreathed, and fometimes very much 
inclined. 

The ridge of mountains therefore which we had to pafs through, was, all the way 
from Carrow-field hither to the outlet of Hex Rivier near Roode Zand, very broad, 
interfered with narrower valleys both length-ways and acrofs. ’ 

From Roode Zand we took the ufual way through its Kloof, which has a confidera- 
ble eminence that mull be croffed ; but the reft of the road runs along the fide of the 
mountain. 

Roode Zand is, as it were, the key to the whole country behind the chain of moun- 
tains which run acrofs the whole point. Moft of the farmers therefore, who travel 
annually to the Cape, pafs this way, except thofe who take the road acrofs Hottentot’s 
Holland. On this occafion a furgeon had eltablilhed himfelf at Ro xle Zand, and fet 
up a fmall apothecary’s Ihop, which brought him in a handfome income. The medi- 
cines were all well paid for, infomuch that a purging powder did not coll Ids than half 
a rix dollar. Sometimes they brought the fick hither, as well colonills as Haves, and 
left them under the furgeon’s care till their return. Several in' fhe abundance of their 
friendlhip endeavoured to perfuade me to eftablilh myfelf here. But the love I bore to 
botany and my native country, prevented me from accepting the offer. 

Riebeck Cafteel was now obferved to extend with a long tail much lower than the 
mountain itfelf, towards the fouth-eaft. 

We took our route afterwards paltPaardeberg through Koopman’s Rivier, a rivulet, 
which is a branch of Berg Rivier, and farther through Burger’s drift acrofs Berg Rivier’ 
and pall Ellis Kraal to the Cape, where I arrived fafe and found on the 29th of Decem- 
ber, with a heart filled with thedeepeft adoration of that Divine Being, which, during 
my three years travels in this country, had not only preferved my life and health, but 
alfo permitted me to make feveral ufeful difeoveries in it, to his glory, and the future 
benefit of mankind. 


The 
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The Cape. 1775. 


HOTTENTOTS is the common denomination of all thofe nations which inhabit the 


fouthcm angle of Africa, and are extended on each fide of the Cape of Good Hope. 
How far the country of thefe people extends is not yet accurately known : but though 
they are divided into a multitude of tribes, which differ from one another in many re- 
fpedfcs, yet it is clearly to be perceived that they all originate from one and the fame 
flock ; and that they differ widely from the negroes and Moors who inhabit the other 
coafts of Africa. 

The Hottentots in general are fhort, efpecially the women, although fome among them 
are found that arc five or fix foot high. Their colour is neither black nor white, but 
yellowifh ; and their exterior black appearance is owing to the filth which adheres to 
their bodies in confequence of their befmearing themfelves. 

The form and lineaments of the face characterize this as well as other nations. Their 
check-bones arc very prominent, which makes them always appear meagre and lean j 
the nolo is flattened towards the root, and thick and blunt at the tip, but not very 
fhort ; their lips arc rather thick, their hair jet-black like fpun wool, and feldom thick, 
more frequently thin, refembling the nap upon cloth. They have very little hair upon 
their chin and privy parts. The fpine in particular is very much bent, fo that I never 
faw any one fo hollow-backed as the Hottentots. I have feen fome of them whofe 
hacks were bent in, and their buttocks project to fuch a degree, that two people might 
fit on them. And although the Hottentots are very lean, yet the conflant practice of 
befmearing themfelves difiends their fkiu, and efpecially the women’s breafts, to an 
inconceivable degree, fo that in this particular, they can challenge all other nations. 
The Bofhiefmen have more prominent bellies than the reft. _ 

The patriarchal form of government has from time immemorial exifted amongit them, 
and (till obtains with many j and this has been the origin of the inany larger and 
filialler tribes and families, into which they formerly were, and their furvivorsftill are, 
divided. Such tribes formerly were the Gunjemans, Kokoquas, Sunaquas, (Jdiquas, 
Chirigriquas, Koopmans, Heffaquas, Sonquas, Dunquas, Damaquas, Gauris, tta- 
quas, Heykoms, Houteniquas, and Camtours Hottentots, of which few est atprefent; 
id' fuch at this time are the little and great Namaquas, Gonaquas, Caffres, Boihies- 
men, kc. Of thefe probably fome may in former times have been fubdivided into lull 


The Hottentots love filth in the higheft degree j they befmear their bodies with fat 
and irroafy fubftunces, over which they rub cow-dung, fat, . and fimilar fubftances. _ By 
this means the pores are flopped up and the fkin covered with a furface, which defends 
them in fu«un£ againft thefcorching heat of the fun, and from the cold m winter. 
Amongft their ointments they mix the powder of a ftrong fmellingherb, which they 
call Bucku, (a fpecies of diofma, frequently the pulehella), and which gives them fo 
difagrecable, fo fetid, and at the fame time fo rank an odour, that I fometimes cou 

not bear the fmcll of the Hottentots that drove my waggon. 

Their drefs is very Ample, moft of them wear a fheep’s fkm thrown acrofs the fhoul- 
ders and another over their loins, the hairy fide being worn next the body in wmter, 
md thTother fide in fummer. Thefe fheep-fkins prepared, cover the body behrnd 
but leave it almoft entirely naked before. The women, by way of cov^, iffe a fhor , 
fmnre and fometimes a double piece of fkin, that reaches half way down their thghs, 

fox’s fkin, like a purfe, tied with a thong about then* bbdies. 

T 
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The Gonaquas Hottentots and Caffres ufe fuch a drefs of calf-fkin, and their chiefs of 
tiger-ikin. 

Their legs are bare, and their feet for the moft part without fhoes ; but round rings 
made of the hides of animals adorn their legs, efpecially tliofe of the women, from the 
inftep to the calf of the leg, and prevent them from being bitten by ferpents. In time 
of need they likewife ferve them for food, when they broil thefe rings and eat them. 

Their heads are frequently without any covering at all ; but fometimes they wear 
a conical fkin-eap, and the women in feme places make ufe of a broad vrieath of buf- 
falo’s Ikin, ornamented with fmall fhells. 

Their necks and waifts are ornamented with different coloured glafs beads, which 
they procure by barter from the Europeans. To the necklace they fometimes hvlten a 
turtle-fhell, in which they keep Bucku. The Caffres put porcupine’s quills into their 
ears (/jy/Irix), and fome of the women that live fartheft to the eaftward, ufe ear-rings 
of copper, to fet off their brown beauty. 

The Caffres wear ivory rings, and frequently feveral of them on the left arm ; and 
fome, in default of thefe, wear rings of brafs or iron. All the Hottentots, but more 
efpecially the Caffres, fet a great value upon Ihining plates of copper, brais, or iron, 
which they hang in their hair, or on other parts of the body. 

They are all graziers, except the Bofhiefmen, and are fometimes in poffeflion of 
numerous herds of cattle, efpecially the Caffres and Namaquas people, upon whole 
domains the Europeans have not yet been able to make any encroachments. Thefe 
fubflft on their flocks and herds, and hunt different wild beafts, efpecially buffalos and 
wild goats of various forts (fometimes very large ones), with fea-cows and elephants. 
They live befides on the roots of feveral plants, fuch as Irifas, Ixias, Moreas, Gladio- 
lufes, and others, the beans of the guajacum afrum , he. The men ufe likewife cow’s 
milk, which they milk themfelves, and the women lheep’s milk. To quench their 
thirft, they moftly drink water, milk and water, and when urged by necefiity, chew 
Mefembryanthemums, Albucas, and other fucculent herbs. The men’s bufmefs is to 
go to war, hunt, milk, kill the cattle, and fabricate arms ; the women’s, to look after 
the children, fetch wood, dig up bulbous roots, and drefs the victuals. The meat is 
eaten both roafted and boiled, but for the moft part half raw, without fait, fpices, or 
bread. They make a fire by rubbing two pieces of hard wood quickly againft each 
other. 

The Caffres are the only people in this part of Africa that apply themfelves in the 
leaft to agriculture. They cultivate Caffre-corn (Holcus), beans, hemp, &c. The 
reft do not till the earth at all, except fome few who now and then fow a handful of 
hemp. 

Their huts are built with fprays of trees, which are fixed in the ground, and bent in 
arches, fo as to make the hut round at top, and about four feet high. Thefe are after- 
wards covered with mats made of rulhes, and on one fide an opening about two feet 
high is left at bottom, which ferves the double purpofe of a door and chimney, the fire- 
place being near the opening. Such huts as thefe, built in a circle of a greater oi* 
1'maller extent according to circqvn fiances, form a village, within which the cattle, at 
leaft the fheep, are kept in the night, and fecured from beafts of prey. As long as 
the grafs lafts on the fpot, they live there without removing ; but as foon as it fails or 
any one dies, the whole village removes to another place ; lb that the Hottentots, like 
the Laplanders and Arabians, are Noniades, or wandering Ihephcrds. A few of them 
live together in one of thefe huts, and lie coiled up with their knees drawn up to their 
heads, difperfed around tire internal walls of it. 
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The language, which frequently is almoft the only thing that diftinguiflies the indo- 
lent Hottentots from the brute creation, is poor, unlike any other in the world, is 
pi onounced with a clack of the tongue, and is never written. 

With refpcfb to houfehold furniture, they have little or none. The fame drefs that 
covers a part of their body by day, ferves them alfo for bedding at nio-ht. Their 
victuals are boiled in leathern facts and water, with flones made red-hot", but feme- 
times m earthen pots. Milk is kept in leathern facks, bladders of animals, and baikets 
made of platted rufhes, perfectly water-tight. Thefe, a tobacco-pouch of {kin, a 
tobacco-pipe of ftone or wood, and their weapons, conftitute the whole catalogue* of 
their cfle&s. Their defenfive weapons againfl their enemies and wild beaks confifl; of 
darting-flicks (Kirris), javelins (Affagay), and bows with poifened arrows. 

To the ufe of intoxicating fubftances they are much addided. From a decodion of 
certain indigenous roots and honey, they prepare an inebriating kind of mead. Thev 
are very fond of arrack and brandy, and take delight in fmoaking tobacco, either 
pure, or mixed with hemp, and, when they cannot procure thefe, wild Dakka 
(PhlolmisJ, or the dung of the two-horned rhinoceros, or of elephants. The inhabitants 
of the lbufhern part of Africa cent rad marriage early, and with little ceremony. When 
the fuitor lias made Ins intentions known, and obtained the girl’s and her parents’ 
con fen t, a day is fixed for the wedding, which is folemnized by the prieft belonging to 
the village, who befprinkles the bride and bridegroom with his urine. After that an. 
ox or flieep is killed, according to the circun. fiances of the parties, and the company 
entertained ; the men and women fitting in feparate circles, according to their cuftcm, 
and always fquat on their heels, as they have neither chairs nor fofas. One circum- 
fhmee, however, attending their weddings is highly laudable, which is, that though 
at other times they are much given to drunkennefs, they never drink on this occafion j 
neither do they dance and play upon mufical instruments. 

To their new-born children they give a name, which is generally that of fome wild 
or domeflic animal. 

A youth is not fuffered to marry till he is made a man, which is at the age of eigh- 
teen; when the village-mailer of the ceremonies befprinkles him with urine, and 
leparates him from that time forward from his mother and other women. 

Formerly the Hottentots, according to Kolbe, ufed caftrafion. This operation was 
gem'ntlly performed, the left teflicle being cut out, that they might not beget twins, 
anil t hat they might be enabled to run with greater eafe. 

A Hottentot fometimes takes two wives, and it frequently happens that a woman 
marries two Jmfbands, although adultery under certain circumflances is punifhed with 
death. A widow, who marries a fecond time, mull have the top joint of a finger cut 
oil', and loofes another joint for the third, and fo on for each time that ihe enters into 
wedlock. 

Idlenefs is fo predominant among the greatefl part of the Hottentots, that few of the 
brutes furpafs them in that vice. Some keep out all their time, and are only awakened 
by the urgent calls of hunger, that forces them at length to rife and feek for food. 
"When they have killed any wild animal, they lay themfelves round a fire in common, 
to broil their meat, eat, and fleep by turns, as long as there is any thing left to eat, 
and till hunger drives them from it again. 

In conl'equcncc of this extreme fupinenefs they have little or no religion. It fhould 
feem indeed that they were not entirely ignorant of the exiftence of a powerful Supreme 
Being, and they appear alfo to acknowledge the immortality of the foul after its fepara- 
tion from the body ; but they have no temples, pay no kind of worlhip to any divinity, 
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and give themfelves no thought about rewards or punifhments after death. They have 
much clearer notions of an evil fpirit, whom they fear, believing him to be the occafion 
of ficknefs, death, thunder, and every calamity that befalls them. 

At the new and full moon they dance and make merry ; but it docs not appear very 
probable that their rejoicing thus is any kind of religious ceremony, or that they worfliip 
the moon. 

A fmall infedl, an inconsiderable grafshopper (mantis faufta ), is by many conlidercd 
as an animal of a fortunate omen ; but I never found that any worfliip was paid to it, 
nor could I learn it with a certainty from others. 

Circumcifion is a ceremony ufed by many, and may probably be of high antiquity, 
although not commonly pradifed at prefent. 

Several barbarous ufages and cuftoms are ftill -to be found amongd thofo who live in 
their native ftate of wildnefs, and without intercourfe with the Chriftians. Old and 
fuperannuated perfons are buried alive, or elfe carried away to fome cleft in the moun- 
tains, with provifion for a few days, ■ where they are either ftarved to death, or fall a 
prey to fome wild bead. 

In like manner, children are expofed and left to their fate on various occafions ; as 
for indance, when a woman dies, either during her lying-in, or immediately after it, 
the child in fuch cafes is buried along with the mother, as no one can bring up amongd 
people who have no notion of nurfes. If a woman brings forth twins, and thinks hor- 
felf not able to rear them both, one of them is expofed. If they arc both boys, the 
ftronged and mod healthy is kept : if one of them is a girl, it is her lot to be expofed ; 
as is likewife the fate of any one that comes a cripple into the world. 

Such as live near the European colonids, bury their dead in the ground, while 
others lay them in the clefts of mountains or in caves. The corpfe being taken out of 
the hut through a hole in the fide, and not through the door, is wrapped up in the 
fheep-Ikin drefs the defunft wore while living, and is carried away in hand by three 
or four bearers. A proceffion of men and women in two feparate bodies follows with 
loud, cries ; after which, if the deceafed was a perfon of any property, fome animal is 
killed and eaten. 

They are very fuperftitious, and put great faith in witch-craft. If any one falls fick, 
they think that he has been bewitched ; and confequently fhriek and pommel him with 
their fills, in order to keep life in him, or make him well. If he dies, their 'cries 
increafe, the corpfe is buried in a few hours, and the whole village removes to fome 
other place. 

The eldeft fon is foie heir to his father’s property. 

In arts and fciences they are as rude and uncultivated as they are in. every other re- 
fpedt. The Caffres are the only tribe among them that till the ground at all. The 
major part of them have herds of cattle. Some have neither houfe nor home, nor 
indeed any fixed abode whatever. The Namaquas Hottentots, who, in their country, 
have mountains that produce copper and iron ore, know how to extract thefe metals 
in the moft fimple manner, which they afterwards forge for ufe. Their traffic is not 
extenfive : indeed it confifts only in bartering certain commodities agaiuft others. They 
have therefore no money nor coin of any fort, neither do they Hand in need of any. 

To guard their herds, they employ very ugly, but bold and fpirited dogs. 

Greafy fubftances conftitute the greateft dainties of the Hottentots. They drink the 
blubber of fea-cows like water, and the tail of a flieep, which confifts entirely of fat, 
they prefer to any other part. 

They 
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They hunt both Angle and in parties. Every one hunts and {hoots what he can for 
his own life; but general hunts are undertaken by whole villages, either againft large 
troops of wild animals, or when they are annoyed by beafts of prey that co mmit 
ravages among their herds, on which occafion every man quits his hut, and goes out 
armed, as againft a common enemy. * ° 

Their grand feftivals are generally accompanied with finging, and different forts of 
mftrumcntal mufic, as alfo with dances, that are extremely Angular, and indeed pecu- 
liar to themfelves. They have likewife a droll uncommon ceremony of driving whole 
herds of flieep through the fmoke, right acrofs the fire, to fecure them from the attacks 
of wild dogs. 

In a people fo deeply plunged in floth, and fo overwhelmed with filth, as the Hot- 
tentots ucliicilly are, one would not expect to find the leaft trace of pride. It is how- 
ever to be found even among thefe, the mod wretched of the human race ; for they 
not only adorn their bodies with all manner of finery, as they conceive it to be ; but 
when they are vifited by ftrangers, paint their faces with various figures of brown and 
black paint. 

Of the new year, a period which rnoft nations and even the heathens themfelves 
almoft all over the face of the earth, obferve and celebrate with more or lefs rejoicing 
mid l'eftivity, the Hottentots do not feem to have any knowledge, neither do they take 
the leaft account of the courfe of nature. The only thing they remark is, that every 
year they fee the bulbous plants pufh out of the ground, bloffom and decay, and, 
according to this almanac, they reckon their own ages, which never thelefs they feldom 
or never know with any certainty. It is therefore in vain to try to afeertain their age, 
or to fearch for antique relicks and monuments, in order to difeover the antiquity of 
the country, how long it has been peopled, whence its firft inhabitants came, and what 
changes and revolutions it has undergone. The country has no ancient ruins, either of 
fubverted palates, demolifhed caftles, or devaftated cities. The people neither know 
the origin nor reafon of the ceremonies and cuftoms in ufe amongft them, and few of 
them can give an account of any thing that has happened before their father’s time. 
Since the Europeans have begun to inhabit this angle of the fouthem part of Africa, 
the country has undergone many changes. The natives have by degrees in part 
become extinct, in confequence of the ravages made by various epidemic difeafes, and 
in part retreated farther up the country, and a colony of the children and progeny of 
Japhct has propagated and multiplied to a great extent in their place. In a country 
where, one hundred and fifty years ago, among a vaft number of other wild animals, 
the mod lavage beafts of prey reigned fovereign and triumphant, one may now for the 
molt part travel fafely without fear or dread ; and where formerly herds only grazed, 
one now lees feveral Indian and moft of our European feeds cultivated, vineyards and 
orchards laid out, and culinary vegetables planted. A multitude of tame animals has 
been imported hither from Europe, fuch as horfes, cows, hogs, and feveral kinds of 
fowls ; in like manner as many ufeful products of the vegetable kingdom have been 
naturalized under the induftrious hand of the colonifts and a kind climate. The peafe 
and beans here are very good. Afparagus, peaches, apricots, have a tolerable flavour, 
as have alfo apples (and efpecially rennets) plums, pears, oranges, and ftrawberries. 
T'he grapes as well as the raifins, and the wine that is made of them, are of different 
degrees of goodnefs, and fometimes excellent. Melons, water-melons, Gojavus, pome- 
granates, arc alfo tolerably good ; but goofeberries, currants, cherries, and nuts do 
not thrive. Mulberries, almonds, figs, walnuts, chefnuts, and lemons do not yield 
in point of goodnefs to the European. Efculent roots and culinary vegetables thrive 
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in general well in this country, and often grow up fuperior to the European, from 
whence the feed of the greateft part of them is brought every year. Turnips, turnip- 
rooted cabbages, potatoes, alliaceous plants of every kind, fallads, cabbages, and eipc- 
cially cauliflowers, are cultivated therefore in great quantities, as alfo wheat, not only 
for the ufe of the inhabitants, but for the fupply of the many fhips that touch here in 
their way to and from India, fince the Chriftians firft made a fettlement at the Cape of 
Good Hope. Several fhorter and longer journeys have been made, from time to time, 
into the interior parts, both by individuals and on the Company’s account, with a 
view to gain authentic intelligence of the country and its inhabitants. Thefe journeys 
have been undertaken by different parties, fome larger and fome finaller, ionic to the 
northern and others to the fouth-eaft iide of this angle of Africa. Thofe that have 
come to my knowledge are the following: in 1699, a journey was made to Saldahna 
Bay, which was then for the firft time taken pofleffion of by the Dutch Company. 
In 1670, twoferjeants, Kruydhof and Crufe, were fent out to Moflbl Baay and Helena 
Baay, which were at the fame time taken pofleffion of. In 1683, Enfigu Olof Berg 
made a journey to the country of the Namaquas, and in 1685 the governor Simon van 
der Steel, with fifty-fix Europeans, two Macaffars, three Haves, and fix burghers, 
equipped with two pieces of artillery, eight carts, feven waggons, (befides thofe belong- 
ing to the burghers,) one boat and a great quantity of draught-oxen, horfes, provifion, 
powder, mufquets, and commodities for bartering, made a long voyage into the coun- 
try of the Namaquas, as far as the tropics. This expedition had chiefly the copper- 
mountains for its objedl, to examine whether the ore there was worth working, and 
whether there was fufficient wood and water for that purpofe, or any harbour near at 
hand, from which the ore might have been brought in veffels. This journey lafted fif- 
teen weeks. 

During the time that the bartering traffic with the Hottentots was allowed the fettlers, 
long journeys were frequently made into the interior parts of the country : as for in- 
ftance, in the year 1 702, by forty-five burghers with four waggons, into the country of 
the Caffres; in 1704, into that of Namaquas, and in 1705, by thirty or forty fanners, 
.each accompanied by his Hottentot, farther up into the fame traft of country. 

In 1705, the landroft Starrenburg made a journey by order of government, into 
the country of the Namaquas, particularly for the purpofe of bartering for a large 
quantity of cattle for the ufe of the Company. He was accompanied by a corporal, 
and Hartog a gardener, befides Haves and a great many Hottentots. 

In the year 1761, Governor Tulbagh fent to the northern fide of the country, which 
I was now exploring, a caravan, confifting of feventeen Chriftians, fixty-eight Hotten- 
tots, and fifteen waggons, which had been given in charge to a burgher of the name 
of Hop. On this fame expedition were fent out, at the expence of the Company, 
Brink a land furveyor, Auge a gardener, and Rykvoels a furgeon, with three waggons, 
a large boat, powder, fhot, iron, tobacco, &c. This caravan was fent out in confe- 
quence of a farmer who had travelled far into the country on this fide, having given 
intelligence to the governor, that he had been told by a Hottentot of a people who had 
lived farther up the country, and who wore linen clothes, were of a yellow colour, and 
went in and out of the mountains there, near a large river. Hence it was concluded, 
that fome Portuguefe fettlement was ellablifhed on the coaft, which government ought 
to find- out. Part of the Company fet out from the Cape on the 16th of July, and the 
reft joined them near Oiyfant’s Rivier in 31 0 4 o / latitude, and 38° 18' longitude. 
They proceeded on their journey till the 6th of December, one hundred and twenty 
3pd a half miles due north from the Cape, to 26° 18' latitude, and 37 0 37' longitude, 
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from whence they returned and arrived at the Cape on the 27th of April, 1762, with- 
out having ddcovered the yellow nation they had been told 7 of. This is the Weft 
journey ever attempted by Europeans towards this fide, where the country is very fry, 
deficient m water, and mountainous, and the roads fometimes very ftony. On this 
journey the governor had not fent any of the military, who before, very little to his 
iatisradtion, had made an expenfive journey to the eaftward; but only burghers and 
tamers. 1 his journey, however, did not terminate fo well as might have been ex- 
pected, the private intereft of individuals having laid many obftacles in the way. 
Want or water and ftony roads, without doubt, made the voyage both difficult and 
troublelome; as the feet of the draught-oxen were greatly hurt, and many of them 
died m confequence of this circumftance ; but the permiffion which the formers had 
from government to barter with the Hottentots, during their journey, for frefh beafts, 
without any expence to them, and of which they made a very imprudent ufe, may 
have contributed to render this journey abortive. 

In fa£t, the farmers, through motives of covetoufoefs, and a wilh to lighten the 
waggons of the heavy load of iron they had brought with them for the purpofe of 
barter, began to traffic extenfively at their firft fetting out, inftead of referving this ad- 
vantageous trade for their return. In confequence of this procedure the caravan was 
overftocked with a drove of oxen, numbers of which were obliged to be left behind on 
account of the heavinefs of the roads, while the reft ferved greatly to diminiffi the 
fcanty fupply of water for the oxen that were neceffary for drawing the waggons along. 
It is true, the vice-governor Kloppenborg had alfo a few years ago, in company with a 
land-furveyor, a merchant, and a furgeon, made a journey to the northward of the 
Cape j but, as this expedition did not extend beyond the bounds of the colony, it was 
of no confequence, nor in any other way remarkable. 

Beautiful as the country is to the eaftward, fertile, abounding in grafs, and well 
peopled, it is equally dry, barren, uncultivated, and uninhabited to the north- 
ward of the Cape ; and the farther you proceed, the more barren and- defert-like it 


grows. 

After palling three or four ridges of mountains to the northward, you arriveifat a 
country fbmething higher than the Cape-fhore, but lower than the valleys which lie 
between the ridges of mountains you have juft left behind. This land is called Carrow, 
or Carrow-field. It feems to go like a broad belt over the whole of this angle of Africa, 
from the fea-fide at the north-weftem end, to the ocean on the fouth-eaftem fide. I do 
not fuppofe the breadth to be alike all over ; but in fome places it requires fix whole 
days (or rather long nights) journeys. The fun is quite fcorching here in the day-time, 
and the nights are rather cold. The great want of water here for the fpace of eight 
months, during winch time not a drop of rain falls, together with the aridity of the 
foil, is the caufe that this defart produces nothing but a few herbs and bullies with thick 
Hefty leaves, fuch as Craffulas, Mefembryanthemums, Cotelydons, Cacalias, Stapelias ; 
and that neither man nor beaft can live there in fummer, as alfo that no grafs can grow, 
nor any ufeful grain be cultivated. The foil confifts of clay impregnated with iron 
ochre and a great quantity of fea-folt. 

During the time I fpent in travelling through different parts of this defart, I did not 
fee a finglc l’parrow, much lefs any quadruped there, excepting rats in holes in the 
earth, which probably can fubfift a long time without water, and quench their thirft 
with the fucculent and faltilh leaves produced by the bullies. 

After eroding this extenftve and dry defart, which to the eye appears very nearly 
level, or at molt riling a little and flowly to the northward, you encounter a very high 

voi. xvr. u mountain. 
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mountain, the top of which it would take almoft a whole day’s journey to reach. This 
Roggeveld mountain has very little of earth on it, exhibiting in moft places the finooth 
and naked rock ; neither does it Hope off like other mountains, but it is for the moft 
part level, and extends in this manner fo far to the northward, that the end of it is 
not known to the colonifts. The climate at this height, although feveral degrees nearer 
than the Cape to the fun and the equator, is not only cold, but the cold is fo intenfe, 
that the ground in winter is for a long time covered with fnow, hail, and ice. 

According to my ufual practice the preceding years, as foon as I arrived in town, l 
made it my firft care to fend to Europe, by the returning {hips, the collodions I had 
made during my laft tour. 

The veffel, too, which had been fent the preceding year to Madagafcar, in order to 
pur chafe flaves for the Company’s fervice, was now arrived. Amongft other articles 
which fome of the crew brought with them, were in particular a large quantity of the 
cypraa tigris, a handfome {hell, which is ufed for making fnuff-boxes, another of the 
buccidum rufum , and of the creatures known by the name of Madagafcar cats, lemur 
catta. With refpeft to the latter, I was curious to fee whether the eyes were fuch as 
the late Profeffor Linnaeus has deferibed them, viz. with one pupil oblong and the other 
round. In this both the pupils were round and very fmall in the day-time, like thofe 
of other animals. This fpecies of Lemur fomewhat refembles a cat, with its long tail, 
diverfified with black and white ringlets ; it is very nimble, and when tied to an up- 
right pole, up and down on which it runs on all fours with the greatefl celerity imagin- 
able, affords a very amufing fpeftacle. 

M. Melk, a rich and wealthy farmer, had, fome years before, built a houfe of ftone, 
below the town near the beach, lower down than the Lion’s-Tail, under pretext of 
ufing it for a ftore-houfe ; but when it was finifhed, he made a prefent of it to the 
Lutheran congregation here for a church, after having furnilhed it with fuitable win- 
dows. Happy would it be if the congregation, which is numerous, could likewife 
have a Lutheran clergyman of its own, and hear the word of God preached in its ori- 
ginal purity, and at the fame time enjoy the benefit of the facraments. 

I never knew diforders in. the throat more common or refractory than they arc at the 
Cape, and efpecially in the town. They are occafioned by the fudden changes of 
weather from heat to cold. The glands of the throat fwell with fuch violence, that the 
patient is in danger of being fuffocated, and they almoft always come to fuppuration. 
Some are infefted with this malady feveral times in a year, and neither fex is exempted 
from it. 

The fides of the ftreets in the town were planted with great numbers of European 
oaks (quercus robur ), which ferved both to adorn and {hade the houfes. 

/rhe fmoking of tobacco in the ftreets was now feverely prohibited, as in confequcnce 
of it fires had broke out here, as has been the cafe in other places. 

The % of the fouthern hemifphere wore an afpect in a great meafure ftrange to me. 
borne ox the known conftellations had a different fituation from what they have north 
of the equator, and fome were abfolutely miffing. Charles’s-Wain, which in winter fo 
muly and faithfully points out to the farmer how far the night is advanced, was here 

II j e l 0W t ^ 1 e h°” zon » the Cape clouds, as two dark fpots in the firmament are 
called, deemed 'to be a fimilar token to the inhabitants here. I was extremely forry, 
however, that I had not taken more pains to learn fo noble a fcience, and would with 
pleafore have exchanged for one Angle conftellation all thofe definitions with which I 
had formerly burthened my memory, together with a great number of words in the 

1 1 dead 



thunbbrg’s account of the cape of GOOD HOPE. *47 

dead languages, the learning of which had taken up the bell part of my younger days, 
that might have been better employed in ftudying this divine fdence. , 

I now received from Amfterdam not only a fum of money, but alfo letters of re- 
commendation to the Governor-general Vander Parra at Batavia, in confequence of 
which I had to prepare for a voyage to the Eaft Indies, and asfar as the empire of Ja- 
pan. In the three years I had paffed in the fouthern parts of Africa, I had travelled over 
as much both of the defart and inhabited part of the country as the nature of my equip- 
ment, which was below mediocrity, would admit. I had alfo, during the fame time, 
received many favours from the governor and other gentlemen in the adminiflration, as 
likewife much friendfhip both from my own countrymen and the other inhabitants of the 
place, and could, therefore, not without the greateft gratitude and heart-felt acknow- 
ledgment, recoiled the many kindneffes they had (hewn me, which, as long as I live, 
I flva.ll never forget. 

But, previous to my departure, I had the good fortune to get acquainted with 
M. Holmberg, a worthy countryman of mine, and one of the council, who was on his 
voyage homeward from Surat, where for feveral years he had been in the fervice of the 
Dutch Eaft India Company, to the great fatisfadion of his fuperiors, and had acquired 
fuch a knowledge of commerce as few poffefs, or know how to value. This gentle- 
man honoured me with his particular friendfhip, and alfo furnifhed me with letters of 
recommendation to M. Radermacher, one of the council -at Batavia, which proved of 
much greater utility to me than I had reafon to exped. 
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A 


CURIOUS AND EXACT ACCOUNT 

OF 

A VOYAGE TO CONGO , 

IN THE YEARS 1 666 AND 1 667. 


By the R. R. F. F. Michael Angelo of Gattina, and Denis de Carl Y of Piacenza, Capuchins, 
and Jlpojlolic Mifjt oners into the Jaid Kingdom of Congo* 


TO THE HEADER. 

'X’HE authors of this fmall work being two perfons who travelled not out of any vain 
curiofity, or out of any defign of gathering wealth, but only out of a pure zeal to 
propagate the Chriftian religion, it would appear fomewhat unchriftian to call in quef- 
tion the truth of their relation. No worldly intereft could bias them, who propofed 
to themfelves no gain, nor indeed were they capable of any, their profeflion not per- 
mitting them to poffefs any thing. It is needlefs to fay much in vindication of them ; 
for, in truth, whofoever reads, will fcarce find any thing but what is credible enough 
unlefs they be fuch perfons as being altogether ftrangers to the world, will credit no- 
thing but what they fee is frequent in their own country. I do not pretend to apologize 
for the book ; every man will give his judgment whatever I can fay for it. Therefore, all I 
lhall add is, that to fome the account of Congo will not appear fo diverting as they per- 
haps might have conceited it, becaufe they always exped things very furprifing from coun- 
tries very remote. This is not a hiftory of a country, or of its conqueft, and therefore there 
are no warlike expeditions to pleafe the reader. The people are rude and ignorant, and 
thererore 3 ^ there are no fine deferiptions of cities and noble ftru$;ure$. The authors 
were religious men, and therefore added no romantic invention of their own to make 
their writings taking. The account is very particular; it fpeaks not only of Congo, 

but °5 u , ? fom f par . ts °? Eur0 P e > the firft P art bein g made out of the letters of 
* . Michael Angelo, who died m Congo, and the reft compofed by F. Denis who re- 
turned home, and fets down particularly all that befel him there in his way back to 
Italy. The tranflation is faithful, without adding or dimimlhing in the leaft s and even 
the ftyle of the authors, which is plain and eafy, is followed : which is all that I think 
requilite the reader Ihould know before he enters upon the voyage. 

"* Churchill’s Coll, i, 483. 
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VOYAGE TO CONGO, tec. 


r TO fatisfy the curiofity of feveral perfons, who prefs me in fach an obliging manner 
as I cannot eafily withftand, to give them an exaft account of what I have feen and 
learned during the long voyage, from which I am lately returned, I will write a relation 
of the kingdom of Congo and of Africk, where the duty of my miffion made me ac- 
quainted with feveral ftrange cuftoms, and go through abundance of hardfhips, omitting 
at prefent to fpeak of Brazil, and fome other parts of - America, whither we were firtt 
carried, and of which I lhall fay but very little. 

In the year 1666, Alexander the Seventh being pope, fifteen Capuchin miffioners, of 
which I was one, were difpatched by the cardinals de propaganda fide> and received the 
commiffions or patents at Bononia, where I then refided, at the hands of F. Stephen de 
Cefa, of the noble family of Clermont, whofe virtue has been fince rewarded with the 
poll of general of the faid order. Our patents contained the following privileges : To 
difpenfe with any irregularity except incurred by bigamy, or wilful murder : to difpenfe 
and commute Ample vows even to that of chaftity, but not that of religion : to difpenfe 
with marriages within the fecond and third degrees, and for Pagans converted to keep 
one of their wives : to abfolve in cafes referved to the pope : to blefs church-fluff, 
churches, chalices : to give leave to eat flefh and white-meats, and to fay two maffes a 
day in cafe of neceffity : to grant plenary indulgences : to deliver a foul out of purga- 
tory, according to the intention of the prieft, in a mafs for the dead faid on Monday and 
Tuefday': to wear fecuhir clothes in cafe of neceffity : to fay the rofary for want of a 
breviary, or any other impediment : to read forbidden books, except Machiavel. 

As foon as thefe letters patent were delivered to me, I fet out for Piacenza my native 
country, arrived there at the beginning of Advent, and received orders to expedt F. Mi- 
chael Angelo of Rheggio, who was to be my companion in this voyage. He being 
come, we went together to Genoa, where all the miffioners were to embark : thence 
we failed for Lifbon, and having refided there fome months, took the opportunity of a 
Portuguefe veffel bound for Brazil to load there, and fail over to Africk to the coaft of 


C °We'fpent three months in our paffage from Lifbon to Brazil, the fair winds ufually 
on thefe feus befriending us. By the way we had often the fatisfadhon to fee the flying 
fifties about our fhip : this is a very white fifh about a foot long, with two wings or fins 
proportionable to the body ; it is not unlike a herring, fave that its back is of an azure 
colour, and its fins larger, and fitter to ferve inflead of wings. This fifh flying from 
another called the Dorado or Dory, which purfues to devour it, fprings out of the water, 
and flies as long as any moiflure is in the fins, which once dried by the air it falls back 
into the fea, and is devoured by its enemy, who never lofes fight of it, or elfe is taken 
and eaten by the feamen,- if it happens to fall into the Hup, or is fometimes catched in 
the air by fome bird of prey. So that this wretched creature, as it were bamfhed by 
nature, can fcarce find any place of fafety in the air, in the fea, or on the earth, the de- 
licacy of its flefh being the caufe of its unhappinefs. There is another fort of fifh m 
thofe feas called a fhark, very greedy of man’s flefh : they catch it with a rope and a 
chain at the end of it, to which is fattened a ftrong hook baited with a piece of flelh : 
the fhark perceiving it fwallows the flefh, hook, and moft of the chain; then thefailors 
draw the head above water, and batter it with clubs ; after which they bind the tail 
where its greateft ftrength lies, and bringing it aboard cut it in pieces. 
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Drawing near the coaft of Guinea, we began to feel much heat from the fun, which 
is there in the zenith ; and as we went farther it grew fo violent, that in a few. days we 
were fo weak that we could neither eat nor fleep ; and to add to our fufl'erings, the 
provifions and drink were full of maggots. This lafted for fifteen days we failed under 
the line, fo that it is a fort of miracle we fhould live amidft fo many hardlhips, though 
it was then the month of Auguft, the moft temperate time of the year in thole parts. 

The Portuguefe ufe generally to make fome rejoicing, and keep holiday, to beg of 
God a good iffue of that dangerous voyage. They alfo obferve this ancient cullom : 
thofe who have never been under the line are obliged to give the failors either a piece 
of money, or fomething to eat or drink, or at leaf! money’s worth, from which no man 
is excufed, not even the Capuchins, of whom they take beads, Agnus-Dei’s, or fuch 
like things ; which being expofed to fale, what they yield is given to fay maffes for the 
fouls in purgatory. If any man happen to be fuch a mifer as to deny paying this duty, 
the failors, clothed like officers, carry him bound to a tribunal, on which a feaman is 
feated in a long robe, who a£ting the part of a judge, examines him, hears what he has 
to fay, and gives judgment againft him to be thrice ducked in the fea after this manner : 
the perfon condemned is tied fall with a rope, and the other end of it run through a 
pulley at the yard-arm, by which he is hoilted up, and then let run amain three times 
under water ; and there feldom fails to be one or other that gives the reft this diverfion. 
The fame is pra&ifed in palling the Straits of Gibraltar, and Cape of Good Hope. 

Having palled the line, the wind Hill continued right aftern, but fo very violent, that 
if it had not pleafed God we had met with fo rapid a current of water as Hemmed our 
furious courfe, I know not how we could have efcaped. Some time after, when we 
had made confiderable way, the wind calmed, and, confequently, we loft that refrclh- 
ment we had fo much need of in the great heat, which had not yet ceafed ; this calm 
falling out no lefs unluckily for our provifions, which we were afraid would foon fall 
Ihort. What increafed our fear was, the impreffion remaining in us of the difafter 
lately happened to the lhip called Catarinetta, which the reader will not be difpleafed 
to be acquainted with. 

That velfel being laden with commodities of great value fet fail from Goa, and, meet- 
ing with a profperous wind, arrived fafe in Brazil ; whence putting to fea with as fair 
a wind as could be wilhed, it took its courfe for Lifbon, but in palling the line the 
mailer died, overcome with the violent heat of the climate, and foon after him all 
the belt failors; fo that the lhip being left, like a horfe that has Ihook off the 
bridle, to the mercy of the waves, drove about in a piteous manner upon the feg. 
for feven months, which forced fuch as were left alive, after confuming all their 
provifions, to eat their cats, dogs, and rats that were in the lhip, and to drefs their 
lhoes and any other leather, which they endeavoured the bell they could to make 
eatable. At laft nothing being left, only five remained of four hundred men they 
were at firft. One of thefe five was the captain, who being diftfa&ed with the dif- 
mal thoughts which a miferable death near at hand is wont to infpire, fancied that 
death would not be the greateftof his misfortunes, but that together with his life he 
Ihould lofe his reputation ; and that fame, which commonly fpreads abroad falfe news, 
would report, that he was fled into fome far country to make his advantage of the 
great treafure.he was intrulled with, and enjoy the fruits of his dilhonetty out of 
danger. So that being ardently defirous that at leaft fome one of them might furvive 
to carry home the news of their misfortune, he propofed to his companions to call lots 
which of them Ihould be killed to ferve for food to the other four. Not one of 
them contradicted that inhuman propofal, but only they would exempt their captain 

from 
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from being fubjedt to the rigour of it. They ufed their utmoft endeavours to make 
him confent ; but after much contending, he folemnly fwore he would not be exempt 
from falling a facrifice to the reft, if it fell to his lot, fince abfolute neceffity made that- 
courfe juft and reafonable. In fhort, having caft dice, the lot fell upon the unhappy 
captain, who was already offering up his foul to God ; but the others bewailing their 
misfoi tune, began to conclude it was better they fhould all die like good catholicks, 
than like barbarians to imbrue their hands in the blood of their companion. God 
Infpiring them in return for this good refolution, one of them went up to the top-maft 
head, from whence looking about' on all fides, he fpied at a great diftance fomething 
dark, which he told the captain ; who going up with a perfpe&ive glafs, difcerned that 
it .was the coaft of the continent. They fteered that way the belt they could, and 
being come up with the fhore, found it was a port then in peace with Portu- 
gal. Being landed, with God’s affiftance, they went immediately to the governor, 
whom they acquainted with their misfortune. The governor gave them good enter- 
tainment, and furnifhed them with all they ftood in need of. During their ftay there, 
they were advifed by phyficians to make ufe of fome medicines, and proper reftoratives 
to recover their health, and return to fea ; yet two of them, more fpent than the reft, 
gave up their ghofts ; the other three, with the help of the good medicines applied, 
were perfectly recovered. They gave thanks to God for his mercy, and to the go- 
vernor for his civility, refitted their veffel, and fet fail again for Lifbon. As foon as 
they came thither, one of the three who relapfed by the way died. To conclude, 
the captain and lailor that remained, landed, and were immediately, introduced to the 
King of Portugal, to whom they gave a difmal account of their adventures, which 
turned to their advantage ; for the King, moved at their fufferings, comforted, and 
gave them gifts of value, making the captain admiral of the fleet, and the failor cap- 
tain of the beft fhip. 

Now I return to our voyage. 

Being in ten degrees of fouth latitude, we difcovered about evening Cape St. Auguftin 
at a great diftance ; and in the morning it pleafed God we faw abundance of land- 
fowls flying near about us, and whales, which, fpouting up great llreams of water, at 
that diftance looked to us like fine fountains gufhing in the midft of the fea. There 
are fuch numbers of them in that fea, that I ihall fcarce be believed, if I fay a mer- 
chant pays the King of Portugal fifty thoufand crowns in gold for the patent to make 
oil, though nothing more be true. 

Faffing by our Lady of Nazareth, we all faluted her with three Ave-marias, and a 
triple discharge of our cannon. This church is but five miles from the town of Fer- 
nambuco ; near to which place Francis de Brito, a Portuguefe nobleman, travelling 
before the church was built, the good lord who had a fpecial devotion for the Bleffed 
"Virgin, met a poor woman clad in white, with a child in her arms, who humbly 
begged an alms of him. He putting, his hand into his pocket, gave her a ducat ; and 
-whilft he was giving, and fhe receiving, the woman’s face feemed to be altogether 
changed. Brito following on his way at a fmall diftance from the place, as if he were 
quite furprifed at what he had feen, turned about feveral times to fee the perfon that - 
had won his heart ; but though it was a plain field, where there was no place to be 
concealed, nor any thing to obftruft the fight, he could never fee the beautiful beggar 
again. This breeding a diffatisfa&ion in his mind, he returned to the very place where 
he left his alms, and his thoughts, and only found the print of two feet upon, the earth, 
which made him conclude that the poor woman was the Bleffed Virgin, that had in- 
flamed his heart with her heavenly eyes, and ravilhed his foul with her divine; beauty ; 
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and therefore in that very place he erected, a ftately church in honour of the Moll Holy 
Virgin, endowing it with a revenue, and chaplains proportionable to the worth and 
generality of that noble gentleman. 

When we were under the tower, which ferves as a fort to the harbour of Pernam- 
buco, we caft anchor there, faluting the town after the ufual manner, the port being 
too little for Ihips to lie in. 

The captain went away in the pinnace, to get leave for us to land. Whilft he was 
gone, we obferved that a wall runs from the tower, which the people there call Arrccife, 
which credible people fay is natural, running three hundred miles, one part of it in- 
clofing the harbour, and fecuring it againft any weather. This fame wall in like 
manner parts the fea from a river that runs through the middle of the city ; and when 
the fea grows boifterous, it fometimes raifes its waves above the wall, mixing its fait 
with the frelh waters of the river, which is the caufe that the people catch frclh and 
falt-water filh indifferently in the river, and in the fea, as if by a fort of metamor- 
pholis the fea were become a river, and the river a fea. 

As foon as we landed in the port of Fernambuco, we faw a great crowd of people, 
as well Blacks as Whites, about us, and among them a black woman, who kneeled, 
beat her breaft, and clapt her hands upon the ground. I enquired what the good 
woman meant by all thole motions with her hands ; and a Portuguefe anfwercd me : 
<c Father, the meaning of it is, that Ihe is of the kingdom of Congo, and was baptized 
by a Capuchin ; and being informed you are going thither to baptize, lhe rejoices, 
and expreffes her joy by thofe outward tokens.” 

In going to the houfe appointed for our entertainment, we paffed through the middle 
of the town, which we found to be indifferent for bignefs, but very full of people, 
efpecially of black Haves they bring from Angola, Congo, Bongo,, and Mattamba, 
every year, to the number of ten thoufand, whom they employ abouftheir tobacco, 
fugar-works, and to gather cotton, abundance of which grows there upon Ihrubs, 
about the height of a man ; as alfo to cut wood for dying of filk, and other Itufls of 
value, and to work in cocoa and ivory. 

As for the original natives of Brazil, or South America, the Portuguefe have not 
been able to fubdue them to this day, they being a people too fierce and barbarous. 
They call them Tapuges, or Caboclos, and the colour of their {kin is a dark tawny: 
They go quite naked, and carry a bow an ell and a half long, with arrows made, part 
of cane, and part of a hard wood iharpened towards the point like a faw, that where 
it hits it may make the wound bigger, more troublefome, and be the harder to be 
drawn out; and it is molt certain that when they Ihoot with a defign, and their 
bell, they llrike a board or plank through and through at a mufquet-lhot diflance. 
Thefe Tapuges, when they can, eat man’s flelh ; and when they have none of their 
enemies about them, they feaft upon fuch ftrangers as they can catch in their country. 

They wear little bits of wood and Hone of feveral colours fet in their faces ; I know 
not whether for ornament, or to appear more terrible. At their ears they have pen- 
dants not of lead as our lap«dogs have, but great pieces of the fame fort of wood. 
They live upon fuch beafts as they hunt, and upon men ; for when any one among 
them takes his bed, they afiign him a certain time to recover, which if lie does not 
within the time limited, they kill him without mercy and eat him, to put an end cha- 
ritably to his fufferings. The fame favour or inhumanity they ufe towards their 
parents,. and old people, become unfit for hunting, whom the children kill and eat 
with their near relations, invited "by them to that cruel feaft; thus killing thofe to 
whom they owe their life, and burying thofe in their bowels, from wliofe bowels 

they 
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they came. In fhort, they are miferable pagans plunged in idolatry. The reft of the 
inhabitants of that new world, whether good or bad, are Chriftians, or at leaft bear 
the name. 

At the place of our reception we found two of our companions fick of a fever, and 
we ourfelves felt fome indifpofition, which obliged us to go into the doctor’s hands, it 
being ufual and almoft inevitable for all who come into that country to fall fick, whe- 
ther it proceed from the change of air or food. 

One morning we heard an admirable confort of trumpets all aboard the fleet, as 
well within as without the port, founding, to the number of eighty flaps, including 
ours, which was loading with fugar, of which fhe carried no lefs than one thoufand 
chefts. Nothing could be pleafanter than that profpeft, which feemed to reprefent a 
town where the houfes were toft at the pleafure of the waves, or like a foreft floating 
about as drove by the wind. There we received the news of the death of John Mary 
Mandclli, of Pavia, prefecft to the two millions of Angola and Congo, who died 
among thofe people with the reputation of fanftity, after enduring a thoufand hard- 
fliips for their fpiritual advantage during twenty-five years he lived there. 

We took a time to go fee the town of Olinda but three miles diftant from Fernam- 
buco. It was formerly a great town, but at this time almoft ruined, fince the Dutch 
made a defcent there. In a marfhy field we were Ihewn certain trees, which like 
others have their roots in the ground, but have others above, the leaves being all 
covered with them. There we faw abundance of great parrots, feveral forts of Maca- 
cos, that is, monkeys or apes, of which the leaft, called Sagorini, are moll valued. 
We went this way in a canoe, which is a large trunk of a tree hollowed ; and our 
watermen were two Blacks, naked like the people of Brazil, having only a little rag 
before them for decency. v 

The temper of that climate, though very hot, is not bad, nor the great dampnefs of 
the moon dangerous, fo that there is good travelling enough by night as well as by 
day. Silver and gold money in this town goes as it does in other parts of Brazil ; they 
give two teftons for a mafs, and thirty or forty for a fermon. The country produces 
neither wheat nor wine, but there is enough carried out of Europe, and fold dear 
enough. The ground being fandy, the natives and travellers are troubled with a kind 
of inlefts, which fome call Pharoah’s lice, alledging that was one of the ten plagues 
wherewith God formerly punifhed Egypt. They are lefs than lice, and work themfelves 
inlenfibly in between the flelh and the fkin, and in a day’s time grow as big as a kidney- 
bean, or other finall bean. Some experienced Black undertakes the cure, for were 
they left unregarded, they would corrupt all the foot in a very Ihort time. Obferving 
two days after I came, that fomething hindred my walking, I caufed a Black to.fearch 
me, who took out four of thofe infefts pretty big grown, and there was not a day 
but they came and took out ten or twelve a-piece from us. It is no finall misfortune, 
if any one efcapes undifeovered by the Blacks, for they gnaw and torment the feet. 

During our ftay at Pernambuco there was a great feaft of the rofary kept in the 
.o-reat church called Corpo Santo, or the holy body. The order of it was very mag- 
nificent. The church was hung with ten thoufand ells of filk of a fire-colour, mid 
other rich fluffs : the tabernacle which was lofty, covered with filk embroidered full 
of flames of gold, and a filver galoon over it, which dazzled the eyes : the tnulic of 
harps, violins, and cornets, making a confort to the holy hymns. The religious are 
not at this great expence, but chufe the richeft merchant in the city, who looks upon 
it as a point of honour to open his purfe freely upon fuch an occafion. He that bore 
the charge that year, protefted to us the next day, that he had fpent four thoufand 
vol. xvi. x ducats 



VOYAGE TO CONGO BY ANGELO AND CARLI. 


154 

ducats in bonfires, the night before ; but he meant thus : we being impatient to go 
over into Africk as foon as poflible to perform the duty of our million, wont to fee 
that merchant, who had a great kindnefs for us, to beg of him that when a lhip of his 
bound for Africk, was laden and ready to fail, he would be fo charitable as to aflign 
us the great cabin to go in, which he readily granted. The vellbl being found unlit 
for the voyage, was unloaded, all <the iron-work and rigging taken out, and the timber 
burnt, which he faid coll him four thoufand ducats, that being the colt, of the lhip. 

To divert us, we went one day to fee fugar-works, which is a great curiofity. 
The engine they ufe is a great wheel, turned violently about by a number ol Blacks : 
it turns a prefs of mafiy iron, in which the fugar-canes cut in pieces arc bridled, the 
moifture that runs from them falling into a great cauldron over the lire. It is wonder- 
ful to fee the Blacks, who are naturally lazy, labour fo hard, and clap the canes J’o dex- 
teroufly under that mafs of iron, without leaving their hands or arms behind them. 

The fruit in that country, which generally lafts all the year upon the trees, is very de- 
licious, and among the reft the Niceffes, which are like our lemons. They grow on a 
ftalk like an Indian cane, and two of its leaves would clothe the biggelt man. This 
ftalk fometimes produces but one bunch, in which there are about fifty Nicefies. To 
ripen them, they mull: be cut off green and hung in the air, where they grow yellow in a 
little time. When they are cut through the middle, there appears on both lidos the 
exadt figure of a crucifix. When the bunch is cut off, the ftalk withers, and another 
foon grows out of the fame root. The banana is much of the fame nature, only the 
Niceffe is three foot high, and the banana twice as much. 

The Ananas are like a pine-apple, about a fpan long, and the plant produces but one. 
The rind being taken off, they look yellow, and the juice of them is like that of a nmf- 
cadine grape, but it muft be eaten with moderation, being hot in the third degree. 
There are other forts of fruit, as that called Fruta do Conde, or the Count’s Fruit, 
which grows on a plant as high as an orange-tree, of a very pleafant flavour. M anti- 
ques, like our fmall melons, and growing on very large trees. Maracoupias, like a 
great round apple, and yellow without, of which I fent the draughts, as L did of leveral 
other curious forts of fruits, to the Sieur Jacques Zanoni, apothecary of Bononia, who 
will make them public in his book of plants now in the prefs. , 

As for European fruits, fuch as grapes, pomegranates, melons, figs, gourds, cucum- 
bers, oranges, lemons, and citrons, they grow there to a wonder ; and thel’e laft. are 
like otir gourds in Italy, by reafon of the goodnefs of the radical moifture of the earth. 
So the Portuguefe orange-trees do not only multiply there, but improve very much 5 
and the young plants grow up to vaft high trees. Little other meat is eaten there but 
beef and fome pullets. Wine is dearer than faffron ; for it is brought from the Madei- 
ras, that is, above fix hundred and fifty leagues, and pays above eight pi doles a pipe 
cuftom. All the Whites in that country are either Portuguefe, or dei’ceuded from 
them, and drink little wine. The commonalty drink all water, which is none of the 
belt. Inftead of bread they eat cakes made of the meal of a root called Maniocs. 
In that country there are properly but two leafons; fpring, which is temperate 
enough, but rainy, during which the trees do not lofe their leaves ; and futnmer, which 
is very hot and dry, infomuch, that did not the dew make fome amends, the country 
would be quite dried and parched up. The town of St. Paul, and country about it, 
which lies fiirtheft up in Brazil, may be called the true lubber-land, or country of 
pleafure. Any ftranger that comes thither, though never fo poor, is welcome, and 
prefently meets with a wife to his liking, provided he fubmit to the conditions, which 
are to think of nothiilg but eating, drinking, and walking, but particularly of being 

12 kind 
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kind to no woman but his own. If he give the leaft caufe to fufpe& he will make his 
efcape, fhe certainly poifons him ; but if he agrees well with her, he is cherilhed and 
made much of, every one ftriving to out-do another in kindnefs.. 

Their wealth comes out of a river that waters the country, and which is fo rich, that 
it can relieve the miferableft wretch who implores its afliftance ; for they need only take 
the fand of the river, and feparate the gold from it, which abundantly requites their 
trouble, there being only the fifth part due to the King by way of acknowledgment. 
M uch more curious and extraordinary is reported of that country ; but not having been 
there myfelf, becaufe it lies in the furtheft part of Brazil, and near to the river of Plate, 

I dare not avouch all for truth, though in reality nothing ought to appear incredible to 
thofe who are well acquainted with the extravagant cuftoms and abfurd manners of thofe 
barbarous nations. 

At length, on the 2d of November 1667, we fet fail for the kingdom of Congo, and 
were forced, to avoid contrary winds, to run into twenty-nine degrees of fouth latitude, 
even with the Cape of Good Hope, which might better be called the Cape of Death, 
becaufe of the continual fear of death they are in who come near it. For the fpace of 
eight days we were toffed in a terrible manner ; fometimes lifted up to the clouds, and 
fomctimcs call down to the deep, either way dreading to perifh. At lafl the wind fell, 
the waves fettled, and we faw fome bones of cuttle-fxlh, which the goldfmitlis make ufe 
of for cafting, float upon the water, efleemed a token of fair weather, and of being within 
fixty leagues of the continent, that fifh never going far from fhore. 

In Ihort, next day we faw land, and began to hope well of the fuccefs of our voyage, 
becaufe there arc never any florins on that coaft, and fhips may run along within muf- 
quet-fhot of it, without any danger of fands. Our boat being out for feveral days, 
founding to difcover fome rocks that lie under-water along the fhore ; we fifhed as we 
went, and always brought aboard a great deal of fifh. Among the reft we caught one 
that weighed about fifteen or fixteen pounds, which the captain faid he would treaty us 
with. The colour of it was red, the head large and round, the eyes fparkling like 
fire, the noflrils flat upon the forehead, the fins beating, the feales ruffling together, 
the whole body tolling and puffing in a hideous manner. The captain knowing k to 
be one of the moft delicious fifhes in thofe feas, would drefs it for us himfelf, making a 
fort of white fauce with fugar, fpice, and juice of oranges and lemons ; fo that it being 
all like a difh of curds, we eat it with fpoons, and could not diftinguifh whether the 
firnce made the fifh good, or the fifh mended the fauce. 

1 had a great mind to go afhore, but the mailer would not fuffer it, alluring me 
there were Blacks along that coaft that eat man’s flelh. We difeovered two of them, 
who, as foon as they faw us, ran away far enough, which made the matter put off 
from fhore, for fear thofe Blacks were gone to call fome magician to fink our boat and 
feize us. Some days after, the matter went out of the boat afhore to comply with fome 
corporal neceffity ; but as foon as he got behind a little rock, he ran back to the w^ter 
out of breath, calling out to us to come to his afliftance, as we did with all poflible 
fpeed. The caufe of his fright was, that behind the rock he fawa fire lighted, neay to 
which there was a firing of fifhes a drying, a certain token that fome Blacks lived near, 
which fo terrified him, that, forgetting the need he was in, he had no occafion for three 


^ When we had pafled that coaft, which is hideous to look to by reafon of a long ridge 
of barren mountains, about the latitude of fourteen degrees we difeovered fome green 
trees and a pleafanter fhore, in which there were good ports made by nature, capable 
of containing two or three thoufand fhips. Upon Chnftmas-eve we touched at Bengue^ 
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capital of the kingdom of the fame name, where there is a Portugucfe governor and gar- 
rifon ; and we found about two hundred white inhabitants, and abundance of Blacks. 
The houfes are built with mud and draw, the church and fort being made of no better 
materials. 

Abundance of ftnall boats came aboard us, each carrying two black filhermcn, who 
came to exchange filh with the Teamen for Brazil roll-tobacco. 

The father-fuperior and I went afhore, where I preached the fir ft time in Portugucfe. 
The temper of that climate is fo bad that it gives the food the country produces fo per- 
nicious a quality, that thofe who eat of it at their firft coining certainly die, or at leaft 
contrafl: fome dangerous diftemper ; which is the reafon that pallengers take care not to 
go afhore, nor to drink the water, which looks like lye. This made us unwilling to accept 
of the dinner the governor invited us to, though he allured, us there ftiould be none of the 
country.provifions, and we Ihould drink wine brought by fea ; which he performed, 
giving us a treat altogether after the fafhion of Europe. After which he further cx- 
prefled his kindnefs, fending very good European fruit aboard after us, with a whole 
beef flayed, but little, and without horns, very well tafted, as is all the meat of to 
country, whereof there is great plenty and very cheap. 

Any body that fees the Whites who live in that country may eafily difeern how little 
that air agrees with them; they look as if they were dug out of their graves; their 
voices are broken, and they hold their breath in a manner between their teeth, which 
made me, in the moil obliging manner I could, refufe the governor’s requeft, who, 
wanting priefts, would have kept me there fome time to adminifter the holy my (lories. 
The courts at Lifbon, as a punifhment for fome heinous crime, often banilli criminals 
to Angola and Benguela, looking upon thofe countries as the mod wretched and infec- 
tious of any thePortuguefe poflefs ; therefore the Whites there are the moll deceitful and 
wickedeft of men. 

Having taken leave of the governor, we went aboard again, and proceeded on our 
voyage, which we ended happily before the wind, arriving on Twelfth-day at the port 
of Loanda, which is the fineft and largeft I ever faw. My companion and I landed, and 
were received by an infinite number of Whites and Blacks, who ftrove to outdo one 
another in exprefling their joy for our arrival, killing- our habits, and embracing us. 
Attended by this croud, we proceeded to our hojpitlum or houfe for our reception, in 
the church whereof ye found above three hundred perfons, with the chief men of the 
town, who came out to meet us. Having adored the blelfed facrament, and returned 
thanks to God for our profperous voyage, we went into the convent, where we found 
three Fathers, an old lay-man threefcore and ten years of age ? an under-guardian of 
Congo recovering after a fit of ficknefs, and one of Angola in a fever. We were in- 
formed, to our great regret, that two religious men of our company, who came away 
a little before us from Genoa, died both of them as foon as they arrived, one at Loanda, 
and the other at Mefiangrana not far off. Thofe Fathers who were of a vigorous con- 
ftitution, now enjoy the reward of their pious intention, which they had not the power 
to put in execution, being prevented by death. Soon after the Tub-guardian of Congo 
intended to fet out and condudl me and my companion to the county of Songo, and 
thence to the county of Bamba, there to be expofed to all thofe fatigues for which we 
.had prepared ourfelves. The county of Bamba is no lefs in extent than the kingdoms 
or Naples and Sicily together. u 

Loanda is an illandand town of the fame name, being the capital of all thofe coun- 
tries the Portuguefe poflefs in thofe vaft regions of the Blacks. The Dutch once made 
themfelves mailers of it, but the Portuguefe with much bravery beat them out. There 

a is 


I 



VOYAGE TO CONGO BY ANGELO AND CABLE 


*57 


!s a good number of Jefuits, who are allowed by the King of Portugal a penfion of two 
thoufand Crufadoes a year, that is 2 661. 13 s. 4 d. They keep fchools, preach, and 
perform other functions for the falvation of fouls. To requite their labours, the people 
of that country have given them the property of feveral houfes, and of twelve thoufand 
Haves of fundry trades, as fniiths, joiners, turners, and Hone-cutters, who, when they 
have no employment at home, ferve the public, and bring their mailers in a Crufado 
a day. We alfo found Carmelites there, and fome of the third order of St. Francis, 
all of them religious men, of a very exemplary life. 

The city Loanda is large and beautiful enough. The houfes of the Whites are of 
lime and Hone, and covered with tiles ; thofe of the Blacks are of mud and ftraw. 
One part of the city ftretches to the brink of the fea, and the other rifes up to the top 
of the hill. There are about three thoufand Whites, and a prodigious multitude of 
Blacks, whofe number is not known ; they ferve as Haves to the Whites, fome of 
whom have fifty, fome a hundred, two or three hundred, and even to three thoufand. 
He who has moll is riclieft, for they being all of fome calling, when their mailers have 
no ufc for them, they go work with any that wants them, and befides, faving their maf- 
ters their diet, they bring home their earnings. 

The Whites when they go about the town, are followed by two Blacks, with an 
hammock of net-work, which is the conveniency ufed for carrying of people even when 
they travel. Another Black walks by his mailer’s fide, holding a large umbrella over 
him to keep off the fun, which is violently hot. When any two that have bufinefs, 
meet, they join their umbrellas, and walk fide by fide in the fhade. When the white 
women go abroad, which is very feldom, they are carried in a covered net, as is ufed, 
in Brazil, with attendance of Haves. The Haves, both men and women, kneel when 
they fpeak to their mailer. 

At Loanda they eat abundance of filh, cow-beef, which is the bell fort of flelh, goat 
and mutton. Each of the laft may be faid to have five quarters, the tail being the 
biggcll of thorn ; but it is not wholefome becaufe of its great fatnefs, nor indeed 
is any flelh in that country. Inftead of bread they ufe the root of Manjoza, as they do 
at Brazil, and Indian wheat, of which they make little cakes, and other things of pafte, 
which yet arc not fo good as bread. The water they drink is very bad ; it is brought 
from a neighbouring ifland, where they dig a trench even with the fea, and the water 
frelhes as it (trains through the fand, but not thoroughly. Elfe they go for it to a river 
twelve or fourteen miles from Loanda, and load their canoes, which are boats made 
of one piece of timber. The canoes have a hole at the bottom, which they open when 
they are in the river, and Hop it up when the canoe is full enough. When they come 
home they (train it from the dirt, and let it Hand fome days to fettle. Wme brought 
from Europe is fold for fixty Wt Reys the pipe, that is twenty pounds lterling ; when 
there is a fcarcity it rifes to one hundred Mil Reys a pipe, and fometimes there is none 

^ There is but little money paffes in. that country ; but inftead of it they buy and fell 
with Maccutes, Birames, and Indian pieces, or Muleches. The Maccutes are pieces 
of cloth made of ftraw a yard long, ten of which are worth one hundred Reys. The 
Birames are pieces of coarfe cotton cloth made in the Indies, five ells long, andcoft 
two hundred Reys the piece. The Indian ■ pieces, or Muleches, are young Blacfe 
about twenty years of age, worth twenty Mil Reys each. If they axe younger, thj 
are valued by people who have judgment xn them. Young women are of the fame 
value as men! Befides thefe there are (bells they call Zxmbi which come from Congo, 
for which all things are to be bought as if they were money ; two thoufand of them 
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are worth a Maccute. The people of Congo value thefe fliells, though they arc of no 
ufe to them, but only to trade with other Africans who adore the fea, and call thefe 
ihells which their country does not afford, God’s children ; for which reafon they look 
upon them as a treafure, and take them in exchange for any fort of goods they have. 
Among them he is the richeft and happieft who has moft of them. 

The inhabitants of Loanda courted us to flay with them for a year at Ieaft, to ufe 
ourfelves to the air and provifions, before we ventured further into thefe defarts and 
unhealthy countries of Bamba, where our lives would be in danger. Woanfwered, 
it would be a happy exchange to meet with death that would purenafe us true life, and 
to lofe our bodies to find fo many fouls, for whofe falvation providence had brought us 
thither. ° 


All that follows to the end is writ by F. Denis Carli : 


WE fet out both of us for our million of Bamba, where a great duke fubjedt to the 
King of Congo refided ; for in that kingdom there are five provinces. The firft is that 
of St. Salvador, or St. Saviour, where the King of Congo, whofe nam e is 1). Alvaro, 
refides. It takes name of the capital city called St. Salvador, which is belt l'eatcd, and 
in the wholefomeft air in the kingdom, built upon a hill. In it there are fcarce any 
flies or gnats, fleas or bugs, as there are in the reft of the kingdom ; but it is not free 
from ants, which are very troublefome. The King’s palace is almoft a league in com- 
pals. Formerly it was the only houfe that was boarded, but the Portuguefe who have 
fettled there have put the great men in the way of adorning and furnilhing their houfes. 
The cathedral is built with ftone like thofe of our Lady, St. Peter and St. Anthony of 
Padua, in which are the tombs of the Kings of Congo. That of the Jefuits dedicated 
to St. Ignatius is not the meaneft. Our Lady of Victory is made of mud, but whitened 
both within and without ; it was given to the Capuchins by King Alphonfo the Third 
The fecond province is that of Bamba, where the great duke called D. Theodofio rules* 
The third that of Sondi, where there is another duke. The fourth that of Pemba* 
where a marquis refides ; and the fifth that of Songo, in which there is a count who 
has not owned the King of Congo for fome years ; he refides in the town of Songo, a 
league from the river Zaire. 6 


Having provided all things neceffary, F. Michael Angelo and I went on board, and 
coaltmg along the continent, in two days came to Dante, on the frontiers of the king- 
dom of AngelOj where the Portuguefe have a fort. We went to wait upon the raver- 
nor, and ihewed him the letters we brought from the lords of the council of Loanda ' 
who then governed the kingdom, the viceroy that was expeQed not being yet come ' 
they were letters of recommendation for him to help us to Blacks to carry us and our 
During two days we ftayed there, the governor fent out a lifting, and faked 
the fifli for us ; and among other forts there were foies and pilchards above a fpan loner. 
Our provifion being ready, and thirty Blacks appointed to carry us and our equipage, ■ 
hammocks were provided for us ; the gentlemen of that city giving us to underftand, 
that it was impoffible for us to go afoot, being clad and equipped as we were; fo that 
there being no other remedy, we complied with the cuftom of the country. 


We 
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We fet out, and there being no great roads in thofewild countries, but only paths, 
t< ?. §° in Sorae Blacks went before us with their burdens, npvt 
F. Michael m his hammock followed by feme Blacks ; then came I carried in my net 
which to me fecmed an eafy fort of carriage ; and after me followed the reft of the 
Blacks, to relieve thofe that carry when they are weary. It is wonderful to fee how 
loft they go though loaded. They were armed with bows and arrows, and were to 
carry us to one of their towns, which in their language they call Libattes, as we 
always call them in this relation. There v. e were to provide other carriers. 

The lord or governor of the Libatte. whom in their language they call the Macolonte, 
came immediately to vifit us, and affigned us two of the bed cottages in the place ; for 
throughout all the kingdom there is never a done houfe, but only of ftraw and ftubble ; 
and the fineft are of mud walls, and thatched, mod of them without windows, the door 
ferving for a window. We mud except the city of St. Salvador, as was faid before. 

The Macolonte was clad after this manner : he only wore a clout of the bignefs 
of a handkerchief made of palm-tree leaves, for decency-fake, to cover that which 
modefty requires fhould be covered, and a cloak of European cloth reaching down 
to the ground ; it was blue, a colour much efteemed among them ; the reft of 
his body was naked. The Blacks that attended the Macolonte, and who were his 
officers, had only pne of thofe handkerchiefs, which they fend to be dyed blue at 
Luanda : the reft of the people had only leaves of trees, and monkeys* Iking ; and thofe 
who live in the open country, and lie under the trees, whether men or women, wear 
nothing at all, but go quite naked without any fenfe of fhame. 

This firft Libatte was pretty large, confifting of about a hundred cottages, feparate 
from one another, and without- my order : it may be faid they do not live in them in 
the day-time, for the men go fik-oad a walking, to take their diverfion, to converfe 
together, and to play upon certain xnftruments, which are wretched and ridiculous 
enough, till night, being altogether ftrangers to melancholy. The women, on the 
other fide, go out in the morning to till the ground, carry a bafket it their backs, into 
which they put a black earthen-pot, which they call Quioufou, and one of their 
children, carrying the youngeft in their arms, who takes the breaft without the mother’s 
help. They lead one by the hand, and very often carry another in their belly, for 
thefe people are fruitful and incontinent. The reft of the children, if there be more, 
follow the mother ; but when they are grown fomewhat big, they let them go where 
they will, without taking any more care of them than if they were not their children. 

We prefented the Macolonte with a firing of beads of Venice glafs, which they call 
Mifianga, and hang about their neck, having no pocket or other, place to keep it. 
The Macolonte having received and returned his compliments, fends a Black all about 
the Libatte, to order the inhabitants to bring their children to be- baptized j the youth 
being almoft all baptized before, we having had that million thirty years. They acquaint 
them that a Capuchin is come, whom in their language they call Gramga, adding, by 
way of refpett, the word Fomet, which is as much as father or mafter. As foon as 
they hear of our coming, they all flock in, bringing their children, and by way of alms 
two of their handkerchiefs of palm-tree leaves, or elfe three thoufand five hundred little 
fhells, which, as has been faid, is the money of the country, called by them Zimbi j 
or elfe a Pullet, for a quantity of them was once carried thither* but the wars have 
almoft deftroyed them. They alfo bring a little fait upon a leaf to blefs the water, and 
give one of the prefents above-mentioned for baptizing their children, and if they have 
nothing to give, they are chriftened for God’s fake. In this place we baptized thirty, 
each of us fifteen, to our great fatisfa&ion, they being the firft we had made Chriftians. 

I fpoke 
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I fpoke to the Macolofite to prepare things to fay mafs next day; and immediately he 
fent our feveral Blacks to cut wood, and palm-tree leaves, wherewith they created a 
little green chapel, as was the altar, I having given them the height and breadth ; and 
then we furnimed it, all the miffioners carrying a cheft along with them, containing 
all things neceffary for the holy facrifice. Whilft my companion laid nialh, the Maco- 
lonte fent notice to other Blacks that were at a fmall diftaflee from thence, who came 
time enough to hear the fecond mafs: after which we baptized ten children of that- 
neighbouring Libatte. There was a great number of people prefent, the chapel having- 
been erected on a riling ground, to the end they might at leaft l'ce, if they could not 
hear the mafs. Next we catechifed, dividing the people into two parts, and explaining 
what we faid to them by the help of an interpreter. 

That done, they fell a playing upon feveral inllruments, a dancing, and {homing fo 
loud, that they might be heard half a league off. I will deferibe but one of their in. 
ftruments, which is the moft ingenious and agreeable of them all, and the chief of thofe 
in ufe among them. They take a piece of a Hake, which they tie and bend like a 
bow, and bind to it fifteen long, dry, and empty gourds, or calabalhcs of feveral Ikes, 
to found feveral notes, with a hole at top, and a leffer hole four fingers lower, and Hop 
it up half-way, covering alfo that at the top with a little thin bit of board, foniewhat 
lifted above the hole. Then they take a cord made of the bark of a tree, and laftonmg 
it to both ends of the inftrument, hang it about their neck. To play upon it they ufc 
two flicks, the ends whereof are covered with a bit of rag, with which thev flake 
upon thofe little boards, and fo make the gourds gather wind, which in fomc manner 
refembles the found of an organ, and makes a pretty agreeable harmony, eipecially 
when three or four of them play together. ,.g u : 

They beat their drums with open hand, and they"’'' made after this manner : they 
cut the trunk of a tree three quarters of an ell long or more ; for when they hang them 
about their necks, they reach down almoft to the ground : they hollow it within, and 
cover it top and bottom with the Ikin of a tyger, or fome other beaft, which makes a 
hideous noife when they beat it after this manner. 

The gentlemen, or gentlemen’s fons carry in their hands two iron bells, fuch as the 
cattle among us wear, and ftrike fometimes the one, fometimes the other, with a flick * 
which is feldom feen among them, this inftrument being only carried by the fons of 
great men, who are not very numerous among them. 

We preparing to be gone, our Macolonte made a fign for his Blacks to ftand ftill 
and be filent, which was done in a moment, and they had need enough of it, being 
all in a fweat. Having given them our blefling, we fet out, and they began afreih to 
play, dance, and hollow, fo that we could hear them two miles off, not" without fur- 
prife and fatisfaftion, it being a confort of fo many curious, and to us ftrange in- 
ftruments. ° 

By the way we faw feveral forts of creatures, particularly little monkeys, and abund- 
ance of apes of divers colours, who all fled to the tops of the higheft trees. We dif- 
covered- two Pacaffes, beads fomewhat like buffaloes, that roar like lions'- the male 
and female go always together; they are white, with black and red fpois;* have ears 
half an ell long, and their horns ftraight : when they fee any body, they neither run 
away, nor do any harm, but look upon fuch as pafs by. We faw another beaft with 
black and yellow hair upon a mountain ; the interpreter told us it was a leopard but 
it was fer enough from us. There is alfo in thofe parts a beaft (haped like, and as 
ftrong as a mule; but its hair is diftinguifhed by white, black, and yellow ftreaks, 

which 
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which go round the body from the backbone under the belly, which is very beautiful, 
and looks as if it were done by art, it is called Zebra. 

Going on our journey we came, before we were aware of it, upon a beaft that lay 
afleep, and was waked by the fhouting of the Blacks as they travel ; it rofe, took a 
great leap, and fled ; the body was like that of a wolf, whereof there are abundance, 
but its head was like a bullock, which is difproportionable and frightful to behold : I 
afked what beaft it was, and they allured me it mult be fome monfter. There were 
abundance of beafts like our goats, which run away, and then ftaid for one another ;• 
and a. multitude of wild hens, bigger than the tame, which tafte like a hare. 

Nothing extraordinary happened to us at the fecond Libatte, and we did there as we 
had done at the firft. One night, when we were got into one of thofeLibattes, they {hut 
the door, which was made of dried thorns ; all the enclofure, like the walls of our 
towns, being hedges of thorn as high as a pike. Cottages were affigned us to pafs the 
night ; but the heat being exceflive, I choofe rather to lie in the open air in my 
hammock, fattening one end of it to the top of the cottage, and the other to two poles 
lot up acrofs one another; F. Michael- Angelo did fo too. About midnight came 
throe lions, roaring that they made the earth {hake, which waked me thoroughly ; and 
had it not been for the thorny hedge, F. Denis had never feen Italy again. I lifted 
up my head to try whether by the moon-light I could difeern one of them, but the 
hedge was lb clofe and full of leaves, that I could perceive nothing, though I was 
fallible they were not far from it. I was almoft refolved to go back into the cottage, 
but thinking it impoffible they Ihould leap fuch high hedges, I lay quiet till day, not 
without panting for fear now and then. Day being come, I went to afk F. Michael 
Angelo, who was in a cottage hard by, whether he had heard the lions in the night ; 
to which he anfwered, he never flept better, becaufe the night was frefli, and had 
heard nothing. “ You are happy,” faid I, “ for if they had broken in, you had 
gone to heaven without knowing which way.” He replied, “ That God’s - providence 
always watches over his eledt, and that it was not his will that they Ihould be expofed 
to the cruelty of thofe mercilefs beafts.” 

After baptizing feveral children, we fet out, and having travelled till noon, the 
Blacks told us wc muft ftay and reft, there being a river of good water hard by. Being 
let down, we got into the {hade under fome trees, there to make ready our dinner. 
Some of our men went to gather buck-wheat, others to bring wood to make fire. 
V. Michael Angelo would have made ufe of his fteel to light ; but a Black who was 
cook, faid, “ Father, we have no need of that and taking a piece of wood about two 
lingers thick, with many holes in it which did not go quite, through, then taking 
another little flick about the thicknefs of one’s finger, and putting it into one of thofe 
holes turned, rubbed the two flicks haftily one againft another with both hands, and 
the little one took fire, which is their way of lighting it. The others who came loaded 
with buck-wheat, fhook it out of the earj and put it into four pots to make broth, and 
boiled Batataes, which are tolerably good roots. 

• Whilft every one was bufy about the cookery, on a fudden we difeovered an ele- 
phant, not much lefs than a cart loaden with hay in Lombardy, his head hanging a 
little, one of his teeth being already dropt : all the Blacks got up haftily, and laying 
hold of their bows, began to let fly arrows at him with their ufual cries but one of 
them, more cunning than the reft, took a firebrand, and ran to fet fire to a neighbour- 
ing thatched cottage : the elephant feeing that great flame, prefently. fled with three 
arrows in his body. The fire of the cottage being fpread by the wind, laid hold of 
the next herbage, which being dried up with the exceflive heat of the fun, and very 
vol. xvr. y high. 
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high, burnt fo that the conflagration fpread for above a league, confuming the grals, 
trees, and all that it met with ; fo that all the beafts thereabouts being frighted, we 
could continue our journey to the next Libatte in all manner of fafety, though now 
and then my fancy reprefented to me that terrible beafl which frighted us. 

Another day being upon our journey, we faw a great ferpent draw near to us ; it 
was without any hyperbole twenty-five foot long, which I fhould not be fo ready to 
aflert, had I not feen and meafured the Ikin of fuch another, nothing inferior to it, 
which was prefented to F. Michael Angelo, and which he fent with fome other curiofi- 
ties to his father. This creature had a head as big as a calf, and what frightened us 
more was, that it came along the fame path we were upon. The Blacks, according to 
cuftom, gave a great fhout, and ftrikmg out of the way, made us go up a rifing 
ground to give it time, either to go back or move forwards. I obferved, that in going 
on it made as much herbage ihake, as if there had been twenty people. We waited 
above an hour for it to pafs, after which we came down and went on our way. 
F. Michael told me in Italian, that he might not be underftood ; “ I thought being fo 
many of us we were fafe, but I perceive thefe Blacks are more fearful than we.” To 
which I anfwered, “We were to exped no farther affiftance from them but what their 
heels could afford us, carrying us the befit they could, and rather flying from enemies 
than attacking them.” And to fay the truth, we often wifhed we had brought a gun 
along with us, which would have been very ufeful, being often at fuch a nonplus and 
in fo great danger, that without God’s fpecial affiftance we could never have come off, 
being forced throughout the journey, either to fly, or to fire the herbage to fecure 
ourfelves from wild beafts. 

One day as we drew near a river, where we were told there was never a Libatte, but 
only two f thatched houfes to entertain and lodge the Blacks that go from Loanda to 
St. Salvador, the capital of the kingdom, being come within fight of the river, we 
difcovered a number of cottages, and heard a great noife of people founding trumpets, 
and playing on drums, fifes, and other inftruments. The Blacks halting a little, faid, 
“ Perhaps that might be the great duke, lord of the province but coming up we per- 
ceived they were all new cottages, encompaffed with a thick hedge of thorn, to fecure 
them againft the wild beafts that come to drink at the rivers. We alked a Black what 
there was in that place, and he told us, there was the brother of the cap tain -major of 
Dante, of whom mention has been made before. That gentleman hearing of our 
approach, fent four Mulattoes, with mufquets, to meet us. Mulattoes are the children 
of a White and a Black : with them came many Blacks, with fifes and trumpets. We 
went to wait upon that gentleman, who received us with much courtefy, and told us, 
that every evening wherefoever night came upon him, he caufed fuch a village to be 
built, enclofed with thorns. 

That worthy gentleman fhewed us abundance of refpeft, and treated us with pullets 
and fruit of the country. We would have ftaid there till he was gone, efpecially be- 
caufe there was no Libatte on the other fide of the river ; but he faid it was better we 
fhould crofs whilft he was prefent, becaufe there were feveral Blacks well acquainted 
with thofe parts, who would take care we lhould receive no harm. He bore us com- 
pany to the river, with all the inftruments, and there was fuch a multitude of people 
with him, that a man would have thought it had been the King of ^Ethiopia, there 
being above eighteen hundred men, befides women and children, which was the’reafon 
we had been forced to flay two days at Dante, where we found not men enough to 
bear us company. He had fo much patience as to fee us carried over and out of 
danger ; and having faluted him, he returned to his cottage, where he caufed his 
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people to make ready to march, which we had the pleafure to fee. Among the reft 
we had twenty-four Mulattoes, who are bold, daring, and undaunted fellofs in Si 

arrowf arm , ed . w j h muf( l u f s fcymitars ; the Blacks had bows and 

arrows, and halfipikes : the mftruments founded, and the cries were redoubled at their 
departure, which made us admire to fee with what ftate and attendance great men 
travel m thofe parts. 6 

We went from the river, and the fun being very low, had fcarce travelled half a 
mile when we (topped at the two cottages, but perceived we fhould not be very fafe 
there trom wild beafts, becaufe there were no thorny hedges, only four trees where 
watch might be kept, and where we might reft that night, there being little huts on 
the tops of them. The Blacks told us we might go into one of the cottages, and 
that fome of them would Hand fentinel all night upon the trees, and the reft would go 
into the other hut. F. Michael Angelo faid we fhould be fafer if we got up the trees : 
but the Blacks affured us we could not fieep there, telling us we need not take care 
for they would watch all night in their turns. We went into the belt cottage, and 
caufed fome draw to be brought to lie on, as we did, after eating of what the black 
gentleman had charitably bellowed on us, and giving thanks to God for having brought 
us lafe fo far. After making the fign of the crofs, we gave ourfelves up to fieep. 

About midnight we were difturbed by a lion and fhe tiger, that came fporting 
together towards our huts ; and perceiving their roaring draw n earer and nearer, I 
afkedmy companion, whether he had heard the lion; “Too much of it,” faid he, 
“ and k would not be amifs, whatfoever may happen, that we fhould hear one another’s 
confeffions.” Having done fo, we looked through the crevices of the cottage, whe- 
ther we could perceive them by the light of the moon : it was eafy to fee them, they 
not being a ftone’s throw off; and any body may believe it was not without fome heart- 
aching that we filently expe&ed how God would be pleafed to difpofe of us. We 
hqard the Blacks on the trees, and thofe in the other cottage talk together ; and foon 
after they lighted fire, which made thofe beafts fly towards the river. Thus were we 
again delivered from that danger, through the mercy of God, to whom we had heartily 
recommended ourfelves. 


The next day, having travelled half our journey to the next Libatte, we heard a 
great noife of people, and drawing near them, found they were Blacks carrying a 
Portuguefe to be canon of St. Saviour, where the cathedral of all the country is. 
Having viewed him, and remembering we had feen one another at Loanda, where he 
came every day to fay mafs in our church, we expreffed the great fatisfaSion we 
received in meeting fo fortunately, and travelled together the remaining part of the day. 
We afked him how he could leave fo fine a city as Lifbon, his native country, to come 
into thofe wretched and defert countries. To which he anfwered, he had a good 
penfion allowed him of fifty Mil Reys a year, which is about feventeen pounds fterling. 
“ I would not undertake fuch a talk,” faid I to him, “ for a thoufand millions of gold.” 
“ What do you come to do here, then ?” quoth he. “ It is for the love of God and 
our neighbour,” replied we, “ that we left Italy ; and we fhall think all our care and 
fatigues fufficiently rewarded, if but one foul purchafes heaven through our means.” 
Difcourling in this manner, we came to the Libatte, where we found but few people, 
which troubled us, becaufe there were not Blacks enough to convey us all ; which 
made us defire the canon to go before, and we would ftay till his carriers came back, 
but we could never prevail with him, though it had proved better for him, for he 
died a few days after .at Bombj, whence we were gone before he came, and where 
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we might have comforted and done the laft duties towards him, if he were paft the 
others. 

Bombi is a very great Libatte, where there refides a marquis, fubjedfc to the great 
duke of Bamba, as he is to the King of Congo. There we found a fon of the mar- 
quis, who fpoke Portuguefe, and offered to go along and be our interpreter, not only 
on our journey, but during our flay at Bamba, which we accepted of, with the 
confent of his father, the marquis. When the fun was up, we fet out better plcafed 
than before, becaufe we had that youth of twenty-five years of age with us, who 
expreffed himfelf well in Portuguefe ; yet we fuffered neverthelefs for that, for when 
we leafl thought of it, we perceived at a diftance a great fire the Blacks had lighted 
among the herbage, which running on before the wind, drove all the wild beaus to- 
wards us : our men laid, <£ Fathers, we muft fhun the fury of thefe bealls, for perhaps 
there are lions and tigers among them, the beft way is to climb the trees.” Hearing 
this, and being fenfible there was no other remedy, we opened one of our trunks, 
and took out a ladder of ropes, made in Brazil ; then we made a Black get up a tree 
to fallen it, after which, my companion and I, and the marquis’s fon went up, drawing 
up the ladder after us, all the reft getting up other trees. And in truth we were 
in the right not to lofe time, for that troop of wild beafts was with us immediately, 
and their number was fo great, that as many as we were, we fliould all of us have 
fcarce made one good meal for them. There were tigers, lions, wolves, pocafles, 
and rhinocerofes, which have a horn over their nofe, an'd feveral other forts of crea- 
tures, who, as they pafled by, lifted up their heads and looked at us. Our Blacks, 
who had arrows for the moft part poifoned with juice of herbs, wounded fome of them, 
but that did not make them run fo much as the fire they felt drawing near. This 
danger being paft, we came down, and went on our way, giving thanks to God for 
having delivered us from fuch danger of death. 

The next day we came to a Libatte, where we found but very few people 5 they told 
us they were gone to the war with the duke of Bamba agaiuft the count of Songo, who 
had been long revolted againft the King of Congo ; that after fome were deftroyed on 
both fides, the reft concluded a truce, and fome time after took up arms again. 

There being but few men in that place, we refolved to part, that fo one might ex- 
pect the return of thofe that carried him who went firft. F. Michael Angelo offered 
to go before, our refidence at Bamba not being far off, and fend me twenty men from 
thence to carry me and our burden which was to remain behind. I ftaid fix days with 
the marquifs’s fon, both of us living upon kidney-beans, which in their language they 
call Cazacaza, and the young man gathered them every day ; but perceiving that food 
of kidney-beans did notnourifh me, and that I could fcarce ftand upon my legs through 
weaknefs, I began to firing beads, fitting upon a little flraw at the door of my cottage, 
which the Blacks obferving, who were moft of them good old men, they flocked about 
me, admiring thofe beads with filk taffels, to which the medal was fattened, and 
eameftly entreated me to give them a pair of beads for the Macolonte. 1 told them 1 
would, provided they gave me a pullet, having feen a great many about the Libatte, 
which they did. Neceffity obliged me to do fo, there befog never a child to baptife 
there, and they being little acquainted with giving alms for God’s fake. In fhorf, 
with the help of the beads, I lived the beft I could. 

Atlail the Blacks my companions fent me came ; and befog on our way not far from 
the libatte where' we were to lie that night, we were furprifed to meet a lion fo wounded 
that he could fcarce go, and left a trad of blood wherefoever he went. The Blacks 
in a fright fet down their burdens and me fo haftily, that I had much ado to get loofe 
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out of my net ; they laid hold of their bows, and one of them taking the two fticks, as 
i dclcnbed them before lighted fire, and put it to the herbage, which immediately 
flamed, it being then altnoft dry, very tall and thick, becaufe it was the month of 
March, contrary to what is ufual in our European countries ; the flames rifing, and 
tlie Blacks continuing their cries, the lion who was coming towards us in a fury, turned 
about and took another way.. We came to the Libatte an hour before night, but it 
had no enclolure of thorns like the reft, and went to the great place in it, where we 
found all the people gathered about a wounded man ; I came down from my hammock, 
and alkcd what the matter was ; they told me it was the Macolonte who had fought a 
lion. They made way for me, and drawing near, I faluted him, telling him he was 
in the wrong, in not making a thorn hedge about the Libatte as was about others. 
“ bather,” laid he, “ as long as I live there will be no need of a hedge, when I am 
dead they may do as they think fit.” His wound was but flight, and I defired him to 
tell me how he had fenced with the lion. « Father,” laid he, “ as I was Handing here, 
talking with my people, a hungry lion led by the feent of man’s flelh, came upon us 
fo imexpededly, without roaring as is ufual, that my people, who were all difarmed, 
had Icarce time to make their efcape ; I, who am not ufed to run away, clapped one 
knee; and one hand on the ground, and holding up my knife with the other, ftruck 
him with all my force in the belly ; he finding himfelf wounded, roared, and came 
upon me fo furioully, that he wounded himfelf again in the throat, but at the famp time 
with his talon he tore a piece of Ikin off my fide ; however, my people returning with 
their weapons, the lion, wounded in two places, ran away fwiftly, lofing much blood.” 
That was the lion which we met, certainly in a bad condition, being wounded with a 
knife made after the manner of a Genoefe bayonet, guided by the hand of fo brave a 
man as the Macolonte. 

1 was farther informed by him, that the great duke of Bamba, who had fought with 
the count of Songo, was made the King’s generaliflimo. At this time they brought 
rnc a handfome young black woman ftark naked to be baptized. Being obliged to 
cak'diife her, 1 cauicd her to be covered withfome leaves, and reproved her for deferr- 
ing to bo baptized fo long, it being a long time fince the kingdom had received the 
faith of Jefus Chrift. She anfwered, that fhelived in the open country, as many others 
do, who lie under trees ; and that fhe had but then heard of the coming of the Capu- 
chins. Having inftru&ed her in the principles of Chriftianity, and it being St. Joachim’s 
day, I called her Anne. The ceremonies of baptifm being performed, all the Blacks 
of the Libatte, men, women, and young lads, whom they call Muleches, made a ring, 
and took her in the midft of them, dancing, playing on their inftruments, and crying, 
“ Long live Anne, long live Anne,” with fuch a noife and hubbub, .that I was quite 
ftunned and befide mylelf. F. Michael Angelo having gone before me, there were no 
children to baptize. I only baptized fome of the country, who will not draw into the 
Libattes, that they may be more at liberty, though it be not without danger. 

Next morning I continued my journey towards Bamba, and being forced to alight in 
a groat valley, becaufe the way was bad, I got out of the net, and walked about half 
a league in a ftony way, a very rare thing in that country, where till then I had not 
feen one ftone. The Blacks who were bare-footed fuffered much, and I was not with- 
out fatigue, the heat being exceflive, and the path narrow j befides, the grafs which 
was high and thick beat againfl my legs, which flayed' them, and they were fore for two 
months after. My companion had fared no better, for I found his legs fwathedi 

Through the midft of the valley there ran a river, narrow, but very deep. The 
Blacks founded the ford to carry us over where there was leaft water, which was four 
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foot deep. We lay in our hammocks, and two of the luftieft carriers held the ftaflf 
over their heads, not without danger of falling together into the water ; but they only 
laughed at it, and flopped to bathe themfelves. We took notice of abundance of very 
beautiful birds of feveral colours, green, red, yellow, and fome which I thought the 
finefl with white feathers and black fillets, looking like the feales of fifli ; their tail, 
eyes, beak, and feet of the colour of fire. Thefe are Ethiopian parrots, which talk 
like thofe of America, and are rarely brought into Europe, but fcarceever into Italy. 

Being very near Bamba, I heard a bell, which they told me belonged to our con- 
vent, feated on a hill. F. Michael Angelo had made it ring to mafs, and having faid 
it, came, to meet us with feveral Blacks playing on inflruments after their manner. 
After performing my devotions in the church for my good journey, I went into the 
convent, where I found four little cells of mud-walls, covered with flraw, an entry and 
porch, and facrifty or veftry, and church, all built with the fame materials. Whilft 
we were giving one another an account of what had happened to us, there came a Black 
from the great duchefs to bid me welcome, and let me know fhe was defirous to fee 
me. Finding myfelf very much weakened, and fpent with continual fweating, I defired 
him to excufe me to her, and afiure her that as foon as I was a little recovered 1 would 
not fail of going to pay my refpe&s to her. I had great need of reft, but being in a 
ftrange country where every thing was new to me, curiofity made me go out to fee our 
garden, where I could not Efficiently admire fuch variety of fruits of the earth, not 
only of Africa, but of America and Europe, obferving all thofe forts there which I had 
before feen in Brazil. Thofe of Europe were grapes, fennel, cardoons or thiflles, all 
forts of falleting, gourds, cucumbers, and many other forts, but no pears, apples, 
nuts, or fuch like fruits as require a cold climate. At night the duchefs fent me a bottle 
of wine made of the palm-tree, as white as milk. I tailed a little, but neither I nor 
F. Michael Angelo liked it, we gave it to our Blacks, who looked upon it as a great 
dainty, often repeating the word Malaf, which among them fignifies wine. 

It is to be obferved that in the kingdom of Congo there are two harvells every year ; 
they begin to fow in January, and reap in April. After that they have their winter 
when our fummer is, but that winter is like a fweet fpring or autumn in Italy. The 
heat begins again in September, when they fow again, and have a harveft in December. 

F. Michael Angelo had already taken feveral Blacks into our fervice, and fettled the 
affairs of the houfe. The houfe and church being old, and threatening ruin, he had 
thoughts of building newones. He had appointed two of our Blacks to be gardeners, 
one to be cook, one facriftan, two to go fetch water to drink and drefs our meat, one 
to look after the little Ihells which ferve inftead of money in that country, and to buy 
honey, wax, fruit, meal, and buck-wheat ; and our interpreter, who continued with us. 
We found a great many Blacks who underftood Portuguefe, Bamba being in the road 
to go to St. Salvador ; thefe Blacks having often occafion to fpeak that language with 
thofe that carried fuch merchandife as the Portuguefe merchants at Loanda tranfport to 
St. Salvador. Bamba is a great town, feventy leagues from the fea, the capital of the 
province of that name, and well peopled, becaufe of the great duke’s refiding there. 

I went to vifit the great duchefs, and we agreed together to fend a Black to the great 
duke, to advife him to make a truce with the enemy, and return to his own eftate. 
But being informed that the King of Congo was come to Pemba, diftant ten days’ 
journey from Bamba, F. Michael Angelo told me we ought to lay hold of that oppor- 
tunity to go both of us to pay our refpedts to him, and the more becaufe our labour 
would not be loft; for whatfoever place we went through, we Ihould find children 
and youth to baptife and mftrufi, and might preach our holy faith. We fet out the 
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next day with feveral Blacks allowed us by the great duchefs, rather for our guard than 
any thing elfe, we carrying nothing with us but what was neceflary for faying mafs, 
and for our fubfiftence, leaving the reft in our 'houfe. We being to pafs over fome 
very defert mountains, were told that abundance of lions were abroad, and that it was 
requiftte to give them time to get further off and lofe themfelves in the wood ; which 
moved us, that we might force them away the fooner, and not lofe our time to no pur- 
pofe, to fet fire to the fields, as we had done in the way to Bamba, and it fucceea- 
ed with us ; for the wind fpreading the flame every way, made the lions go off very 
foon. 

We found abundance of children to baptize by the way as we had forefeen ; and 
being come to Pemba, went to our hofpitium, or little houfe of reception, where F. An- 
thony de Saraverre, a Capuchin of the province of Tufcany, refided, who received us 
very courteoufly, and was aftonilhed to fee us fo young, for we could not make up fixty 
years between us. Having told him our defign, which was to pay our refpe&s to His 
Majefty, and return immediately to our miffion of Bamba ; we prefently heard a great 
noife of trumpets, fifes, drums and cornets, which drew near us ; and F. Anthony told 
us, it was certainly His Majefty, and we might go out and falute him. No fooner were 
wc out of the convent, but we met the King, who was a young Black about twenty 
years of age, all clad with a fcarlet cloak and gold buttons. He commonly wears white 
buikins upon, carnation filk ftockings, or of any other colour ; but they fay he has new 
clothes every day, which I could hardly believe in a country where fine ftuffs and good 
tailors are fcarce. Before him went twenty-four young Blacks, all fons of dukes or 
marquiffes, who wore about their middle a hankerchief of palm-tree died black, and a 
cloak of blue European cloth hanging down to the ground, but all of them bare-headed 
and footed. All his officers, being about an hundred, were much in the fame drefs. 
After them came a croud of other Blacks, with only thofe black hankerchiefs. 

Near to His Majefty was a Black, who carried his umbrella of filk, of a fire-colour, 
laced with gold } and another who carried a chair of carnation velvet, with gold nails, 
and the wood all gilt. Two others, clad in red coats, carried his red hammock, but I 
know not whether it was filk or died cotton; the ftaff was covered with red velvet. 
We bowed and faluted His Majefty, whofe name was D. Alvaro, the fecond King of 
Congo. He told us we had obliged him in coming into his kingdom, for the good of 
his fubie&s, but that it would be more pleafing to him, if we would go along with him 
to St. Salvador. We humbly thanked him, and anfwered, that there was more need 
of us at Bamba, there being never a prieft io all that province, whereas there were 
many at St. Salvador. After this we talked with him of feveral matters concerning 
Italy and Portugal ; after which he ordered his fecretary, who was a Mulatto, to give 
us letters of recommendation to the great duke, that upon all occafions whatfoever he 
might not fail to affift us in all things relating to our miffion, or our private concern. 

Being thus difmiffed by His Majefty, he made us feveral prefents, as we did of feve- 
ral jewels of devotion, which were very acceptable to him, he berng a perfon very rek- 
gious and affable. We took leave of F. Anthony, and thanked him, , returning very 
well tolled that we had faluted the King, and feen in what ftate he goes, carrying ffich 
a number of people about with him. King Alphonfo theThud in 1646, ^henhegave 
audience to ibme miffioners of our order, was more richly clad He had ^on a 1 veft .of 
cloth of gold fet with precious ftones, and on his hat a crown of diamonds, befides other 
ftones of great value. He fat on a chair under a canopy of rich cnmfon velvet mth 
gilt nails, after the manner of Europe ; and under his feet was a great carpet, with two 
ftools of the fame colour and filk, laced with gold. 
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We went through our journey eafily enough, meeting with no particular obftaclc, 
and every day faw all forts of beafts, fo that one would have thought they had renclez- 
voufed there from all parts of the earth. One day as we were upon the road I heard 
the crying as it were of a little child ; and making the Blacks, who went very tall, hop, 
bid them take notice of thatvoice, to go fee what it was. “ We hear it,” faid they laugh- 
ing, “ but it is a great bird that cries fo,” Which was true, for within a moment alter 
we faw it rife off the ground and fly away. It was a bird bigger than an eagle, of a dark 
yellow. During this expedition both going and coming home, we had certainly itarved 
had we not been paid for our ecclefiaftical functions. It is true, the people of the 
country are very charitable among themfelves ; for if we gave one of them any thing 
to eat, he would give a little of it to the next he met, and fo all of them eat together, 
which ought to put many Europeans to the blufh, who let the poor ftarve rather than give 
them a bit of bread. This I fay without any refle&ion upon thofe who have more 
compalfion for their neighbour’s wants. 

Being come again to Bamba, they began to bring us children to baptize, from all the 
country about. Others came to be married, but thefe were few, and only feme of the 
beft fort and moft civilized ; for the main difficulty lies in bringing the multitude to 
keep but one wife, they being wholly averfe to that law. Others lent us their children 
to fchool, which we were fain to keep in the church, becaufe of the great number of 
them, infomuch that upon holidays not only the church, but all the place before it, was 
full. We often faid two maffes a day ; true it is, we ufually went to fay the lecoiul in 
another Libatte, where the Macolonte treated us with kidney-beans, common beans, 
and other things the women fow in the country, fcarce eating any thing elfe, whilfl they 
are there, and at work. When harveft is over, which is twice a year, they put all the 
kidney-beans into one heap, the Indian wheat into another, and fo of other grain : then 
giving the Macolonte enough for his maintenance, and laying afide what they ddign 
for fowing, the reft is divided at fo much to every cottage, according to the number of 
people each contains. Then all the women together till and fow the land for a new 
harveft, the earth being fruitful and black like the people. 

So they have fomething to eat, they do not trouble themfelves about laying in great 
ftore of provifions, fcarce minding in the morning whether they fliall have any thing at 
night for fupper. It has often happened, when I have been travelling with them, that 
having nothing to give them, becaufc I had it not for myfelf, they without any concern 
■would take a piece of wood which they cut and fliaped lb as to ferve inftead of a mat- 
tock, and fitting down on the ground would cut up the grafs, and near the roots found 
certain little white balls which they fed on : which did not a little furprife me, for hav- 
ing tailed of them, I could not for my life fwallow one of them ; and yet after fuch a 
wretched meal, they would Ikip, dance and laugh, as if they had been at a feaft. 
What greater happinefs can there be, than not to be affli&ed when a man has nothing, 
nor fo much as to defirc what he has not ? So when they have any thing good to eat, 
they exprefs no more fatisfadlion than when they have the worft. 

Our employment continued as ufual. There was never a day but wo baptized eight 
or ten child -at, and fometimes fifteen or twenty, the poor people coming many leagues 
to us, which we confidering refolved to divide, one to ftay in the nionaflery, and the 
other to go into the country. F. Michael Angelo offered to go abroad firfl, promifing 
not to ftay above a fortnight, and to let me hear from him, I being to take my turn after 
the fame manner, to the end that by this means both the town and country might 
receive fome fpiritual comfort. During his abfence I continued adminillering baptilin, 
and teaching fchool. The great duchefs had two fons, D. Peter and D. Sabaftian, who 
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never . miffed coming, efpecially to learn Portuguefe. At the fame time I inftru&ed 
them in the rayfteries of faith, and their genius appeared to be fuitable to their birth, 
though Blacks ; being of a iharp and ready wit, learning all I taught them, and behav- 
ing themfelves as became fuch princes. Now and then fome Black would come to me 
to complain that a wolf had devoured one of his children in the night ; to which I 
anfwered, “ What would you have me to do ? If you who are the father or mother do 
not take care of them, muff I look to them, who do not know where they go ?” For to 
lay the truth, they take no more care of them when they are' big, than if they were none 
of their own. 

I began then to be fenfible what it was to live without eating bread, or drinking wine: 
for though I was well in health, I had very much to do to hand upon my legs, I was 
fo fpent with living upon that food which has fo little nourifhment, and with which I 
was forced to be fatisfied in thofe parts. • So I recommended myfelf to God, that it 
might pleafe him to preferve. my health, for the benefit of thofe poor Blacks; not fo 
much, to fay the truth, becaufe I found myfelf incapable of undergoing very long the 
fatigue of our continual employment, as becaufe of the little likelihood there was of fee- 
ing any other miffioners come into that country to fucceed us, and to eafe me of that 
employment, which I found to be above my fhrength. 

One evening an hour after fun-fet, I heard abundance of people finging, but in fuch 
a doleful tone as caufed horror. I inquired of my domeftics what that meant ; they 
anfwered, it was the people of fome Libatte, that came with their Macolonte to difeipline 
themfelves in the church, becaufe it was a Friday in March. This furprized me, and 
I prefently fent to open the church-doors, light two candles, and ring the bell. Before 
they came in, they continued a quarter of an hour on their knees before the church, 
finging the falve regina in their language, with a very doleful harmony 5 then being 
come into the church, I gave them all holy water. They were about two hundred 
men carrying great logs of wood of a vaft weight, for the greater penance. I fpoke 
a few words to them of the benefit of penance, which if we will not undergo in 
this world, we {hall be forced to endure in the next. They were all on their knees, 
and beat their breafts. I caufed the candles to be put out, and they difeiplined 
themfelves a whole hour with ■ leather-thongs and cords made of the bark of trees* 
After that we faid the litanies of our Lady of Loretto ; and having difmiffed them, they 
returned home, leaving the branches of trees they brought without the church, which 
jferved us in the garden. This a&ion, fo much to be admired in thofe poor people, 
comforted and encouraged me, confidering how it pleafed God thofe miferable Ethio- 
pians, almoft deftitute of all fpiritual affiftance, fhould one day upbraid the Europeans 
for their negligence, fince they are fo far from doing any thing, though they have full 
liberty and couveniency, that they even defpife thofe that do, and in comtemptible^ man- 
ner call them, Hermits, Executioners of Chrift, and Wry Necks. Be this faid without 
offence to thole who do not approve of fuch injurious words, and whofe thoughts are 
more agreeable to their character of Catholics. 

Another night after the Ave-Mary bell, our Blacks that were in the garden called me 
to fee the heaven burn. I went out, imagining it might be fome fire on a mountain, but 
found it was one of the greateft blazing ftars I ever faw in my life. I told them how it 
was called, and that it foreboded fome ill to the world ; that therefore they ffiould do 
penance for the fins they had committed againft the majefty of fo great a God, who is 
merciful to bear with Tinners, but juft with thofe that are impenitent. It was in March 
1668 that this comet appeared. . 

* One day they brought me a quantity of round roots like our Truffes (m Lnguih, pig- 
nuts) ; but thele grow on trees, and are as big as a lemon : opening them, there appear 
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four or five fuch nuts red within. To keep them frelh, they put earth about them ; 
when they will eat them, they wafh them, tafte a little of each, and drink of their 
water. In eating of them they have a little bitterifhnefs, but the water drank after 
makes them very fweet. In their language they call them Colla j and I having ob- 
ferved that the Portuguefe made great account of them at Loanda, had fome fought 
out, and fent them to thofe gentlemen, my good patrons, who in return fent me fome 
prefents come from Europe. 

F. Michael Angelo returned well pleafed with his progrefs, having baptized abun- 
dance of infants and youths, who had never feen priefts 5 for there are but fix Capu- 
chins in the whole kingdom, except at St. Salvador $ and thefe have the hardelt talk in 
the world to preferve their health ; and when any one of them dies, as it often happens, 
it is a matter of no fmall difficulty to get another into his place. My companion being- 
come home, he applied himfelf to cultivate the garden, whence he had our chief nou- 
rifhment 5 and finding there fome vine-plants, he tranfplanted them to a rifing ground. 
He fowed feveral forts of European grain, which all canie up in perfection, lie had 
brought with him a great many iron tools ; for having baptized very many in a Libatto, 
that was near an iron name, he had caufed fpades, fiiovels, hooks, axes, and other uten- 
fils to be made of it for the garden and cutting of wood. He alfo caufed to be made 
twelve fharp fpears two foot in length, to be fixed upon ftaves, to ferve the Blacks to 
defend themfelves againft the wild beafts when they go through the defarts ; for being 
fometimes furprized when they leaft think of it, they can make no ufe of their bows. 

The father told me what had happened to him during his abfence ; and particularly, 
that flying once from the paws of a tiger, he was forced to run a great way into a 
thicket of brambles, there being never a tree to get up, without which fluff he mult 
have loft his. life, as one of the Blacks did ; who, to avoid pricking his {kin among the 
briars, trufted to the fwiftnefs of his heels, which could not deliver him from death, 
that mercilefs beaft foon overtaking him. The Capuchin habit did the Father a kindnefs 
to keep off the prickles of the thorns, which had made as many holes in his legs as in. 
a cullender. 

I fet out in my turn, after faying mafs, with twenty of thofe who had accompanied 
F. Michael Angelo, and came to feveral places where no Capuchin had been of many 
years ; fo that in fome Libattes I baptized above a hundred children, taking forftethiug 
of thofe that would give, and bellowing my charity for God’s fake on thofe that: had 
nothing. I accepted of the prefents -of the Macolontes, which were beans and kidney- 
beans, to maintain thofe that w ent with me, who were fatisfied to attend us, provided 
we maintained them. In fome places they fled as foon as they faw me, having, in all 
probability, never feen any Capuchins. After fifteen days’ travel, during which time 
I never returned to the fame place, I came back to our houfe, where I found my com- 
panion bufy in the garden, which he had made up after the manner of Italy, and planted 
vines, orange, and lemon-trees, fo that one would have thought it was not the fame 
garden we found there at our coming. 

Since that nation has received the faith of Jefus Chriil, there Hill remain among them 
abundance of forcerers and enchanters, (as there are heretics in Europe,) who are the 
ruin of thofe people, otherwife tradable enough. It is in a manner impoflible for the 
Kmg to root them out, infomuch as that Prince, who is a very good Chriltian and 
zealous catholic, has given leave to feveral of his great men, who know their lurking- 
places, to. fire their cottages ; but they having fpies abroad, though they meet at tturht* 
make their efcape, and are very feldom taken. 

The great duke was now come home, and frequented our convent every day. He 
was furprized to fee the alteration of our garden ; and the more, becaufe in thofe parts 

1 1 the 



VOYAGE TO CONGO BY ANGELO AND CARLI. 


IJl 

the country is always green ; and when the ground is burnt any where, the srrafs forint 
up again immediately. I enquired once of the great duke, where he had left his arm? 
which confided of one hundred and fifty thoufand Blacks. He told me he had dropped 
fiiem m the Libattes as he came along, to which they belonged ; and when he cam<f to 
amba he had but ten thoufand left. It is not to be admired there fhould be fo many 
people; tor there being no fort of religious perfon, and moft of them keeping £ maw 
wives as they pleafe, the country cannot chufe but be well peopled. OneoAhe kings 
of Congo led nine hundred thoufand Blacks to the war againft the Portuguefe an amt 
one would think fhould make all the world lhake ; and § yet the Portuguefe gave him 
battle with four hundred mufketeers, and two field-pieces. The terror of that cannon 
loaded with partndge-fhot, and the death of the King, put them to flight. I fpoke 
with the very Portuguefe who cut off that King’s head, and he aflfured me they found 
all the utenlxls belonging to him of beaten gold. For that reafon they do not at prefent 
woi k m the gold-mines, which are near thofe of iron we have fpoken of, left the Por- 
tuguefe mould make war upon them ; for what mifehief will not gold ftir up men to ? 

I here was fcarce a day but the duke, who lived near us, came to our church, in 
which there was a chapel of timber-work pretty big, where were the tombs of ’the 
dukes deceafed, over which there were figures made of clay like our mortars, coloured 
with. red. He once told us he had refufed to be king, that he might be nearer the 
Portuguefe, to have the opportunity fometimes of drinking wine and brandy. We 
undcrllood him perfectly well, but would not feem to do fo, to prevent ufing him to 
fuch familiarity ; for it is difficult to get wine to fay mafs, there being none but what 
is brought out of Europe. This duke went habited like the Kin g, but with fewer at- 
tendants. _ He wore a coat down to his knees made of palm-tree leaves dyed black, 
and over it a cloak of blue cloth ; a red cap with a gold galloon about it ; about his 
neck lie had a large pair of beads with above fifty medals, his legs and feet bare like 
the roll. The fon of fome lord carried his hat, another his feymitar, and a third his 
arrows. Fifty Blacks went before him playing confufedly on feveral inftruments ; 
twenty-five men of note, and one hundred archers followed him. It is no difficult 
matter to find fuch abundance of foldiers, the men exercifing no trade, except fome 
few who work in iron, or make thofe clothes of palm-tree leaves. 

The women of quality wear the finefl cloth of Europe, whereof they make petti- 
coats down to their heels. They cover their back, breaft, and left arm, with a fhort 
mantle of the fame fort, leaving their right arm naked. The inferior fort wear fluffs 
of Ids value, and the commonalty fluffs made of palm-tree leaves, whereof they have 
only a petticoat. 

F. Michael Angelo one day told me he found himfelf much fpent, and prefently 
after he fell into a fever ; which troubled me very much, and the more, becaufe in 
that country there are neither phyficians nor medicines, but all mufl be left to nature. 
Bleeding is the only remedy ufed, and to that purpofe I fent to the great duke’s furgeon : 
he was a Black, who had learned that profeflion at Loanda ; for being ufed to bleed 
the Blacks, it was eafier for him to pradife upon the Whites, whofe veins are more 
vifible. During his ficknefs, F. Philip our fuperior came to Bamba, which was a great 
relief to me, becaufe he fpoke the language of the country, and knew the maimer 
of curing fick perfons in thofe parts. I was fenfible I fhould have need of his affift- 
ance, not being very well myfelf. Our fick man let me underfland that difeafe would 
be his lafl, becaufe he found it prevailed upon him. I fpoke fome words of comfort 
to him, fignifying that his difeafe being but a double tertian, he might hope to recover; 
but however advifed him to leave all to God, and refign himfelf up to his holy will. 

z 2 Soon 
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Soon after he complained of a pain in his left ear, which fpread over his neck. I, 
miflrufted it might be an ulceration, in the almonds of his ears, and acquainted the 
fuperior with my thoughts, who was of the fame opinion. We anointed him with 
oil of Angelico made at . Rome, which feemed to work a wonderful elFeit, taking 
away the pain; but it removed to the other fide, and the fwelling in the throat in- 
creafed, which made us forbear ufmg our oil, for fear it might do more harm than 
good ; and to fay the truth, hearing him complain with fo flight a fever, [ concluded 
he was worfe inwardly than appeared outwardly. In fhort, notwidfilanding all the 
care we took of him, I had the mortification to fee him die the fifteenth day, having 
received all the facraments, and expreffed a faint-like, refignation ; hoping that the 
Lord, who does not forget to reward his fervants, lets him now enjoy the recompenee 
of all his labours. 

Ivly heart was more fenfible of my trouble for this !ofs than my pen cjui oxprofs 
and, without doubt, had not our fuperior been there, fent by God’s fpecial diredion 
in fo forrowful.a conjuncture, and giving us all worldly and fpiritual ailiftanco, l had 
died too, having already loft half my life, in that of the dear companion of my travels, 
faatched away by death. He had been blooded fifteen times ; and, being apprehen- 
five it was too much, 1 gave an account at my return of his diftemper to the pliyficinn 
at Angola. He told me it had been better to have bled him thirty times ; but his hour 
was come, and it was the will of God. 

The fuperior finding me in a fever, which increafed, thought Providence had lent 
him to bury us both, and would not go away till he had feen the end of it : however, 
he refolved to try means to cure me, caufing me to be blooded twice a day, which 1 
fuffered to be done without fpeaking one word : but, in truth, that uf'ago in a lew days 
brought me into a defperate condition, having been forty times blooded, and the fever 
never decreafing. I confeffed, and received the holy viaticum , being nothing but fkin 
and bones. The father, but for whofe charity I believe I had died like a bealfc, per- 
ceiving the difeafe was like te be tedious, the fury of the fever abating, gave me to 
underftand, that for the good of the million he muft of neceflity be gone. I had lcarce 
ftrength, bowing myfelf, to tell him, that fince he could not flay longer, he fhould 
inform my Blacks how they ought to manage me ; and that he would pleafe to lend 
F. Michael de Orvietto to me, with whom I had travelled, and who knew how to look 
to the fick. He promifed to do fo, but his orders mifearrying, he came not. I was 
left in my bed, not able to turn myfelf ; and the worft was, that fo much bleeding had 
almoft blinded me. In 'that condition, half alive and half dead, 1 was left to the mercy 
of thofe Blacks, who ftole what they could, and brought me, when they thought of 
it, a porringer of broth; I being able to fwallow nothing of fubftance, and loathing all 
fuftenance. 0 

One day, 1 when I was more call: down with melancholy and fadnefs than the diftem- 
per itfelf, I received a vifit from a Portuguefe jefuit, who came from St. Salvador, and 
was returning to the college at Loanda. When he faw me in that miferable condition, 
“ How now. Father,” faid he, “ are you fo fick, and yet flay in this delert?” “ I 
came, faid I, very well m health into this country, but after lofing my companion, 
I fell fick, and have been now fome months ftruggling with death; but I perceive it is 
not God’s will it fhould have the upper hand, though it Was one of my wifhes.” Two 
days he ftaid comforting me, and prefented me with fome pullets, which were more 
acceptable for coming from his hand, than for their own rarity. We confefied to one 
another, he declaring it was a fatisfa&ion to him to be thus provided, being to pafs 
through many places, where the firing of the dry herbage made the wild beafts run 
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* 0Ut i th I C0Untry ' r He * rcd me as he came, he was forced to get up a tree 
diough there were fkty Blacks with him, to avoid death threatened ihemty two tiJS 

- *■ 4 - 

After his departure I remained with my continual diftemper; but what comforted 
me was, that every day I baptized ten or twelve children ; and not being able to fit 

U £ a .T Y* bed ’ .^ as he ! d U P b y two Blacks, another holding the book, and an- 
otliei the baton, receiving what alms they gave me; not for my own fake, for I could 
eat nothing, but for my family, who would all of them have forfaken me had thev 
wanted meat. I married feveral of the chief people ; one of them gave me a fhe-goat 
whole milk 1 drank every day, which indeed was little in quantity, but counted a great 
dainty in. that country. I his happinefs I had in my indifpofition, that I flept all night 
which is twelve hours long, never varying half an hour all the year round. I would 
willingly have eaten an egg, but lick people there are forbid eggs, they being looked 
upon as unwholelbme for thofe that are ill, being too hot in thofe parts. Whilft I lay 
thus in bed, feveral cripples came to beg of me, and I gave, them fome of thofe Ihells 
that lerve in head of money, of which three thoufand five hundred msfrp the value of a 
pillule ; fo many are given for a pullet, for at Lifbon a pullet is worth a crown, in 
.Brazil a piece of eight, at Angola ten (hillings, and at Congo a piftole, which feems 
to me cheaper than a crown at Lifbon. 


My bed was againft the wall, which was of fat clay ill put together, and might well 
be called a neft of rats ; for there were fo many of them, and fo large, that they trou- 
bled me very much, rutting over me every night, and biting my toes, which broke 
my reft very much. To prevent this, I cauled my bed to be laid in the middle of the 
room, but to no purpofe, for thofe curfed creatures knew where to find me. I caufed 
mats to be laid all about my bed for my Blacks to lie on, and defend me not only againft 
the rats, but any other wild creatures that might come. This precaution flood me in 
no Head, for there was no night but the rats difturbed me. Another confideration 
moved me to keep thofe Blacks in my chamber, which was, that they might fee how I 
lived, and be witneifes of my behaviour, that country being no more free from detrac- 
tion than others. 


1 took the freedom to acquaint the great duke with the trouble I had from the rats, 
and the /link of my Blacks, who had always fome wild and difagreeable fmell. He 
laid he would give me an infallible renledy againft thofe two inconveniences, and that, 
had he known it fooner, he would not have failed of fending it- this was a little mon- 
key that would expel the ill feent by that of his fkin, which fmelt of mufk. I gave 
him a ihouland thanks for his charity towards me, and faid I fhould expeft that favour 
front him. He lent me the tame monkey, whom I laid at the feet of my bed, and who 
performed his duty exactly; for when the rats came as they were wont, the monkey 
blew hard at them two or three times, and made them run away; and the feent of 
mulk with which he perfumed the chamber, corrected the ill fmell of the Blacks. 
Thofe monkeys are not the fame creatures as the civet cats, for I have feen feveral of 
thole cats at Loaiula, where they keep them fhut up in a wooden cage, and fattened 
with an iron or filver-chain, and the owner of them once a week, with a fpoon, takes 
off the civet, which they call Angeglia, and which is found in a purfe between the hind 
logs, in fhort, the little monkey did me extraordinary fervice, not only for thofe ufes 
already mentioned, but to keep my head and beard clean and combed, better than any 
of the Blacks would have done : and, to fay the truth, it is eafier to teach thofe mon- 
keys than the Blacks ; for thefe have enough to do to learn one thing well, but the 
others every thing they are put to dexteroufly. 

io I juft 
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I juft began to mend, though the fever had not left me, when one night as I lay 
afleep, I felt the monkey had leaped upon my head ; I thought the rats had frightened 
him, but at the fame time the Blacks arofe crying, “ Out, "’out, Father.” Being tho- 
roughly awake, I afked them what was the matter ; “ The ants,” laid they, “ are 

broke out, and there is no time to be loft.” There being no poffibility for me to ftir, 

I bid them carry me into the garden, which they did, four of them lifting mu upon my 
ftraw bed : their nimblenefs ftood me in good ftead, for the ants already began to run 
upon my legs, and get to my body. After lhaking them off, they took ftraw, and 
fired it on the floor of four rooms, where the ants were already above half a loot thick ; 
and there muft needs be a wonderful quantity, for befides the chambers, the porch 
and walking-place were full. They being deftroyed by fire, as I laid, 1 was carried 
back to my chamber, where the ftink was fo great, that I was forced to hold the mon- 
key clofe to my face. Having caufed the mats to be fhaken, we had fcarcc flept half 
an hour before I was awaked by the light of a flame of fire at the chamber-door : I 
called my people to fee what it was ; they found the fire had taken hold of the thatch 
of the houfe, and fearing the fire might increafe with the wind, I caufed myfclf to be 
carried again into the garden. The fire being put out, we endeavoured to go to deep 
again, but aft this hurry had difeompofed me too much ; and before the troublefome 
night was quite over, I heard a great noife near us : I waked my Blacks that they might 
be in readinefs, in cafe there was fome other army of beafts to engage. One of them 
laid hold of one of the halberts F. Michael Angelo had caufed to be made, and went 
out to fee who made all that hurly-burly : he came back again to tell us, that the pif- 
mires having again broke into a neighbouring cottage, they h|fl burnt them as we did ; 
but the hut being all of ftraw, it was confumed as well as the ants, which made the 
Blacks get out of their houfes for fear the wind Ihould carry about the flame and bum 
all that quarter. I got off, caufing myfelf to be once more carried into the garden, 
giving God thanks that he had delivered me from the pifmires ; for had I been alone 
fall in my bed, and unable to ftir, as I then was, it is certain they had eaten me up 
alive. This often happens in the kingdom of Angola, where in the morning there are 
cows found devoured in the night by ants, and nothing left of them but the bones. It 
is no fmall deliverance to efcape them, for there are fome that fly, and arc hard to be 
removed from the place where they lay hold : but God be praifed that my body was 
not devoured by them alive. 

I had a young tiger given me, which I did not care to keep, efpecially becaufe the 
monkey would not lie u£on the bed with him : I gave it goat’s milk to preferve it, but 
it did not live long, and I was not forry for it, it being no fatisfadion to me to fee’ that 
fine beaft, though little, and as yet unfit to do like the old ones. The great duke’s 
vifits were a great comfort to me, and when he could not come himfelf, he fent fome 
of his chief men, who would flay three or four hours fitting about me upon mats; but 
they always having their pipes in their mouths, and the fmoke offending my head, I was 
• forced to tell them they would oblige me in coming, but that I begged of them for 
God’s fake not to take tobacco in our houfe, and that the rather becaufe their pipes which 
are an ell long have great bowls like a little pot, which are never out. They were fo 
pbliging as to comply with me, and when they came, left their pipes in the garden. 

I found no other remedy for my diftemper but to recommend myfelf to God, through 
the interceffion of the glorious St. Anthony of Padua. In fhort, after long continuing 
irrefoljite, I refolved to caufe myfelf to be carried to Loanda, notwithftanding 1 was 
fenfible of the fatigue of the journey, and could find no Black that would go along 
to be my interpreter. I fpoke to the great duke, who promifed me a great many 
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Blacks, but he found not enough to carry all my baggage, part whereof was therefore 
left behind to be ftolen. I took another way different from that we came, and did not 
pafs through Dante : all the poor Blacks flocking about me at my departure, came to 
exprefs their concern for lofing me, and I comforted them with the hopes of my return, 
if it-fhould pleafe God to reltore iny health. 

I went as far as the next Libatte without an interpreter, but could fpeak enough 
to be underilood. 1 endured all that can be imagined in fuch a condition, for my con- 
fcience checked me for putting myfelf into fuch danger, as if I would have tempted 
God ; but I had fuch confidence in St. Anthony, whom I had taken for my advocate, 
that I fancied I faw him before my hammock. During all this journey, which lafted 
twenty-five days, I could not open my mouth till night, fo that the Blacks often came 
to fee whether I was not dead. One day being to pafs through a river, they difcovered 
about twenty-five elephants that were gone to drink, which troubled them very much, 
and made them flay till they were gone another way from us. Having croffed the 
river with i'ome danger, the two Blacks who carried me going up a hill, did not hold 
the lhff fail, and let me fall plump on the ground, which put me quite befide myfelf, 
the Half having hit me on the head and almoft broke it c they took me up again, and 
I bound my head with a handkerchief without fpeaking one word, fearing if I com- 
plained of being hurt, they might leave me there, and fly unto the woods ; therefore I 
thought it better to hold my tongue than talk to people that have no compaffion. 

Being come to a Libatte, they left me alone in a cottage upon a little ftraw, and 
carried away my Haft' I had brought out of Italy, but I was refolved to be concerned 
at nothing. I looked whether any body would come in, being very weak for want of 
fuftenance ; but nobody appeared all day till fun-fetting, when the women returned 
with their children from their labour in the fields -, I defired them to boil me a pullet 
I had brought with me : they having drefied it very well, I took the broth, and gave 
them the fowl, which made a great feaft among them. All my fuftenance during the 
journey was a porringer of broth a day. They gave me two Niceftas, which are fo 
refrelhing and dainty, that I could not forbear eating of them, though cautioufly, for 
fear of - caufing my diftemper to increafe upon me. 

Next day they carried me to a Libatte, where I found all the people made fluffs of 
palm-tree leaves, and therefore would not leave their buftnefs to carry me. Finding 
them pofitive, and not knowing what other way to take, I bethought myfelf of a bag 
of thofe Ihells they call Zimbi, I had along with me, and began to call them, but they 
were deaf to me, though fitting in the next cottages on the ground about their fire : 
that is their ufuat pofture. After night-fall, that the women are returned out of the 
fields with their children, they light a fire in the middle of their cottage, fit round it 
on the ground, and eat of what they have brought ; then they talk till fleep makes 
them fall backwards, and fo they fpend the night without any further ceremony. 
Finding it was to no purpofe to call and fpend my breath, I dragged out of the bed 
where they had laid me, which was about a foot from the ground, and crawling upon 
all four to the cottage-door, called a Mulecfre, or young lad, who was playing with 
his companions, and getting him to help me, opened my portmanteau, whence I drew 
the bag of Zitnbis, and fhaking the bag, that they might found, drew thole hard- 
hearted Blacks to me, and told them I would pay them in Zimbis if they would carry 
ine "to the next Libatte.: they agreed to it, but being too few to carry all my goods, 
part of them was left to their difcretion. There was no remedy but patience, and at 
length, by the help of Zimbis, beads, and medals, 1 came to Bamba, the firft place 
belonging to the Portuguefe. 
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There -I was met by a Portuguefe, -who lived in the place, with a prieft of Portu- 
gnefe extraction, but born in. Africk ; they carried me to their houfe, and feeing my 
countenance as yellow as faffron, faid to me, “ Father, how came you to travel 
through thefe defarts in fuch a condition ?” I could not anfwer them, nor open my 
eyes. They underftanding by my carriers that I had eaten but one porringer of broth 
a-day, and never fpoke all the way, endeavoured to bring me to myfelf with malmfcy 
and new-laid eggs. Being a little recovered, I found all their people weeping about 
me. I told them nothing had befallen me but what I had forefeen when I left Italy, 
and that I had concluded I fhould not return out of that country, as is the common 
fate of the miffioners fent thither. I continued there two days, and having thanked 
th.em.foi their civility and charity they had ufed towards me, went away to Loanda. 
The Portuguefe gentleman would needs bear me company thither. I was kindly 
received by the chief men of my acquaintance, who wondered to fee me alive ftill with 
that dead countenance. They fent me fome refrelhment, which I did not take for want 
of appetite : there I continued fix months without being able to ftir out of my bed, and 
never quit of the fever : I loathed flefh, and could eat nothing but a little filh. After 
that, I bled at the nofe, and loft three or four pounds a day, as if I had not been blooded 
during my ficknefs ; the heat I endured going on the hammock contributed much 
towards it : it was furprifmg to me that there fliould be fo much blood in a man’s 
body. The phyfician told me that all the water I drank turned to blood, and I drank 
five or fix bottles a day, for they allow the fick to drink as much as they will. The 
phyfician had me blooded twenty-four times by way of revulfion ; for I kept account 
how often I was blooded during my three years ficknefs, which was ninety-feven times, 
without reckoning the blood that ran in great quantities at my nofe, mouth, and ears, 
which to me feems prodigious. 

During my ftay at Loanda, the R. F. John Chryfoftome, fuperior of Loanda, came 
thither with two or three Capuchins of our million, who had much ado to know me, 
and were yet more furprifed to hear that moft of our fellows were dead in that country. 
The father-fuperior refolving to provide the province of JVlelTangrano, one of the 
chiefeft in the kingdom, with miffioners, fent thither F. Peter de Barchi and F. Jofoph 
Mary de Buffette : and within a few days news was brought that one of them was 
dead, and the other at the point of death, which much troubled the fuperior, who had 
taken a great deal of pains to bring them from Italy, which fhews how little that climate 
agrees with our bodies. I defired the father-fuperior to fend me to Colombo, two 
days journey from Loanda, to try to recover my health. I went thither with F. John 
Baptift de Sallizan to a houfe of our father’s near the river Coawza, where there are 
abundance of crocodiles. We have there a very fine garden, in which are orange 
and lemon-trees, and other fort of fruit. There is a fort of fruit in Africk like our 
St, John apple, at the end of which is a chefnut little differing from ours : the apple 
is not eaten becaufe it is full of fibres, but they fuck the juice, which has a mufeadine 
tafte. The chefnut is boiled, and taftes like our almonds, is very hot, but the apple 
cold, and is called Befou. rr 

Near that place live feveral Portuguefe farmers, who keep a number of fwine, cows, 
and fheep, but know not how to make cheefe, it being very difficult there to bring 
the milk to curd. We fotneum.es took the cool air under a fine row of trees ten paces 
diftant, reaching from the church to the river. Thefe trees bear a certain fort of fruit 
like great plums, but very harfti ; they hold their leaves all the year round. One 
day as we were walking under thofe trees, we difeovered a great ferpent croffmg the 
river to our fide : we would have made it go back by ffiouting, and throwing clods of 
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earth for want of ftones, which are not to be found, but in fpite of us it came over, 
mul went to take up its poft in a little thicket of reeds near the houfe. There are fome 
ol them there twenty-five foot long, and as thick as a good colt, that make but a 
mouthful of a flieep : when they have fwallowed one, they go into the fun to digeft it : 
the Blacks who know the manner of it, watch and kill them, to make a good meal of 
them, for they are as lat as pork; and having flayed them, they throw away nothing 
but tilt! head, the tail and the entrails. 

I 1 ’. John Baptift gave me an account of his travels in thofe parts of Africk, and 
among the reft, of his being at Cafifangi, where a black prince refides who rules a 
large country, and is called Great Lord : that he came there at a time when that 
prince’s birth-day was celebrated after an odd manner : he makes all the people of his 
country who can travel come into a great plain ; they leave only one place empty, in 
which there are feveral trees, on which there are huts built for the great lord and 
principal men of his kingdom, who go up thither with feveral mufical inftruments 
founding. One of the molt furious lions in the country is fattened to a tree Handing at 
fome dillance from the reft. The fignal being given, the firing that holds him is cut, 
und then, after fome roaring, he falls upon the firft he meets : they, inftead of flying, 
run together from all parts to kill him, being obliged to do it without any weapon, 
and thinking themfelves happy in dying before their prince. The lion, before he is 
tired, kills feveral of them, and revenges his own death fufficiently, being at laft borne 
down by the multitude. After that, the furvivors eat the dead, and accompany their 
king with abundance of joyful acclamations to his palace, making all parts refound, 
“ Long live the Great Lord of Calfangi.” Thus they i'olemnize this feftival, which 
the Father affured me he had been an eye-witnefs of. A hellifla invention, and fit for 
thole barbarous people. 

He allb told me he would go to the kingdom of Malemba or Mattemba, where of late 
years Oueen Singa, had reigned, who died a Catholic ; but that after her death the 
people forfook the Chriftian religion, and returned to their ancient fuperftitions. I 
agreed with hint to go thither, if he could gain admittance into the country, provided 
he lent for me ; but when he was gone, I heard no more from him, and was left 
alone with two Blacks at Colombo. I baptifed but very few there, the country about 
being pofl'dled by the Portuguele, but fometimes there came boats full of flaves who 
wore baptized ; they brought me fait to ufe in the baptifmal water, dug out of the 
mountains, which when pounded is very white. Whilft I was there, the filhermen 
took a great fifh as round as a coach-wheel ; in the middle it had two teats, and upon 
it feveral holes through which it fees, hears, and eats, the mouth being a fpan long 
the lilli is delicious, and the flefli of it like fine veal. Of the ribs of it they make 
beads to ftop bleeding ; but having tried them upon myfelf, they did no good ; this 
cliftcmper growing upon me, infomuch that they once thought I was dead, which ob- 
liged the fiithcr-fuperior to make me return to Loanda. The dread of going to fea 
again, made ine unwilling to go from Colombo, though in other refpe&s the place was 
fcarce to be endured, being tormented day and night with infinite numbers of gnats 
and flies, which almoft darken the air, befidcs the continual fear of ferpents, crocodiles-, 
ami lions, who feldoin failed a night of devouring fome cow, calf, or flieep. 

At that time a veffel was loading at Loanda for Brazil. . Having obtained leave, to 
return to Italy, 1 fpoke with the captain, who was very willing to receive me, thinking 
himfolf happy in having a prieft, and efpecially a Capuchin, with him ; for not only 
the Portuguefe but the Blacks themfelves . cannot fufficiently admire to fee us take 
progrefies into thole barbarous countries, without propofing to ourfelves any other in. 
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tereft but the fpiritual good of our neighbour, and the propagation of the Catholic 
faith. I remember the great duke of Batnba one day fent me feveral Blacks to be my 
flaves ; which I would not accept of, but fent them back to him.. I afterwards told 
him, I came not into his country to make flaves, but rather to deliver thofe from the 
flavery of the devil whom he kept in miferable thraldom. 

The lhip I went aboard of, when it was ready to fail, was loaded with elephants’ 
teeth and flaves, to the number of fix hundred and eighty men, women and children. 
It was a pitiful fight to behold how all thofe people were bellowed. The men were 
Handing in the hold, fattened one to another with Hakes, for fear they fliould rife 
and kill the Whites. The women were between the decks, and thofe that were with 
child in the great cabin ; the children in the fteerage prefied together 4ike herrings in a 
barrel, which caufed an intolerable heat and flench. The captain had made me a bed 
upon the quarter-deck, with mats to keep me from the rain and dew. 

This voyage is generally performed in thirty or thirty-five days at fartheft ; becaufc 
there is no occafion to go to the Cape of Good Hope for a wind ; but they fail in a 
line : .however we were fifty days, being many of them becalmed, during which time 
we endured great heat under the line. Being we made no way, the captain defired 
me to baptize fome Blacks that came laft aboard, it being forbid, under pain of ex- 
communication, to carry any Blacks to Brazil that are not baptized ; which I did, in- 
ftru&ing them in the principles of Chriftianity. 

The Portuguefe, who knew there was danger in that calm we were in, either in 
regard of the great heat of the fun, or becaufe among fo many mouths the provifions 
grew ihort, one day took the image of St. Antony, which they fet againll one of the malls, 
faying thefe words on their knees ; ct St. Antony, our countryman, you lhall bepleafed 
to Hand there, till you have given us a fair wind to continue our voyage.” This done, 
and fome prayers faid, fome little wind came up, which fet us forward, and made us 
rejoice. We patted very clofe to the illand called the Attumption of our Lady ; where 
we did not touch, thinking we had no need of any thing. Neverthelefs the voyage 
holding longer than we had imagined, a few days after we began to want provifions, 
the pToveditor not having rightly considered how great a number of mouths there was 
to feed. 

The captain came to me full of affliction, and faid, “ Father, we are all dead men, 
there is no remedy for it.” My ufual fever being upon me, and a difh of blood before 
me, I told him that was no furprifing news to me, and that having loft fo much 
blood, I did not exped to live long. He made me fenfible he fpoke of all the 
lhip in general, and that they wanted provifions, being Hill far out at fea without 
difcovering any land. To comfort him in fome meafure, I bid him look into the 
ftern-lockers, for I remembered my friends had given me fome provifions, which might 
keep the Whites aboard alive fome time ; and as for the Blacks, he mutt have patience 
if they died, fince there was no poffibility of relieving them ; but that neverthelefs 
fince there were ftiLl forty , butts of water, they fliould give them as much as was ne- 
ceflary ; and the climate being hot, they might live two days at leaft upon water only : 
that yet God might relieve us, and we ought to confide in him, and not give way to 
defpair. 0 

I would have fpoke fome words of comfort to the fhip’s crew, and filenced them • 
but the difmal news I thought to acquaint them with being already come to their 
knowledge, the children began to cry for mercy ; the women hearing them, fet up 
the fame cry, ' and the men made up the difmal harmony ; which would have daunted 
the boldeft heart. In fine, when they were a little pacified, I began in Portuguefe to 
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exhort them to , confide in the mercy of God, who never forfakes thofe who fincerely 
rely on him; adding, that God fent us that affliflion to punifh our fins, and 
for the blafphemies wherewith they difhonoured his holy name, and perhaps becaufe 
feme of them were come aboard without confeffing. Then turning to the Whites, I 
told them, that the ill example they gave thefe new Chriftians, making themfelves 
drunk every day with brandy, had drawn that punifhment upon them : that the BlelTed 
Virgin was alfo offended at them, becaufe they had given her name, to which all 
refpefl was due, to a rope’s-end, with which they beat the Blacks, which was not the 
way to perfuade them that wc believed her to be the mother of God. This difeourfe 
made them again cry Mercy, but with a more fincere intention than at firft. After the 
hymns of the lloly Virgin, which I caufed them to repeat, they made avow to caufe 
eighty maffes to be faid, forty for the fouls in purgatory, and forty in honour of 
St. Antony. 

Their minds being a little fettled, the captain ordered every Black a porringer of 
water; but thofe poor wretches, efpecially the children, began to cry for hunger. 
The compaflion their cries moved in me, without any means of relieving them, made 
me retire to my cabin of mats. I continued fo a day without eating, for fear of 
lharpening their hunger if they faw me eat. It was likely that unlefs God wrought 
fome miracle, wc were all loft. 

As I lay full of thefe thoughts, I heard fome begin to talk of living upon man s 
flefh, lb far had delpair dilbrdered them ; for which I reproved them feverely, pro- 
telling that rather than fuffer any one to be killed to maintain another, I would fa- 
crifice my own life if it might any way contribute to prolong theirs. Notwithltanding 
all this afilifHon, there were thofe aboard who did not forbear doing fome vile aftions- 

The mailer, being drunk, mortally wounded a failor ; but he being the ablell ana 
molt experienced feaman in the fhip, it was requifite to pardon him, and wink at it. 
At length God taking compaflion on us, we difeovered land ; three days we continued 
without eating, and the water was fpent before we got to the fhore. Who can ex- 
prefs the joy which fuccceded the former forrow ! To hear all their difeourfe, one 
would have thought all the people in the fhip had been out of their right fexifes. 
obferved the fhip lay much more to one fide than the other, and obliged the captain to 
redrefs it, the burden of men being greater on that fide which inclined, w did it by 
filling four calks with fea-water, and fattening them to the other fide. 

We difeovered Cape St.Auguftin, well known to the Portuguefe, and on Sunday 
entered the port of Baya de Todos os Santos, or the bay of All Saints, the capital 
town of all Brazil, where the viceroy refides. There we found feveral veffels of all 
nations. Next morning feveral boats came to us' with merchants and others who had 
flaves aboard. Underltanding we had been fifty days at fea, they concluded that molt 
of the Blacks were dead, and were pleafmgly furpnfed when t were toU there 
wanted' but thirty-three of the number, it often happening that half of them die m 
that paffage. They thanked God for that miracle wrought in their behalf, for it would 
have been a very confiderable lofs, if all the flaves had been dead. 

1 went afhore as well as the reft, but my weakness was fuch, I had no ufe of my 
legs. A good woman, into whofe {hop I went, had compaflion on me, and lent me 
her hammock to carry me in to the Trancifcans, who received me very courteoufly. 
AGenoefe captain of my acquaintance would have earned me to his houfe, but l 
excufed myfelf on account of the obliging reception I had met with m the 
declaring that unlefs 1 found I was a burden to them, I would not leave it nll my 
departure cm J!he country. The governor of the itad of Sr-Thonue, .U. 
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under the line, fent his fteward to make me a vifit, and to defire me to come to his 
palace to fee a Capuchin that kept his bed, and had been fixteen years in Africlc, 
either in the aforefaid ifland, or the kingdom of Benin and Overola. I could not go 
immediately, but went afterwards feveral times to fee that Father, being carried in a 
hammock.. He wondered to hear I was fo obedient to my phyfician, who was the fame 
that had him in hand ; but the phyfician told me, that according to his way he could 
not live long; and fo it proved, for he died foon after at Lifbon. 

( ^ hi this convent there is a chapel of the third order of St. Francis. On Maunday- 
Thurfday the Fathers made a proceffion, in which all the images of faints of the third 
order were carried. Then followed three hundred Blacks, carrying whole trees for 
mortification 5 others had their arms bound to a great beam in the nature of a crofs, 
and others after other manners. I was told their fathers’ confeffors had enjoined them 
that penance for robbing their mailers, and committing other fins. It is not the cuf- 
tom there to make fepulchres that week, but they expofe the bleffed facrament with 
an infinite number of white wax-lights, whereof there is great plenty there, as well as 
of honey. 

i The Genoefe captain, who was to fail for Lilbon, had given me my pafiage aboard 
his fhip. Being ready to fail, the viceroy fent to defire the captain, that fince he had 
a good fighting fhip, he would, for the King’s fake, convoy the merchants’ {hips that 
were ready to fail, for fear they might fall into the hands of the Turks when they 
came near the coafl of Portugal ; that kept us till Holy Saturday. Leave to depart 
being obtained of the viceroy, the captain fent me word to come aboard, which 1 clid, 
againft my will, not liking to begin fo long and dangerous a voyage upon a Holy 
Saturday ; but he carrying me out of charity, I mufl fubmit to his will. Wc failed, 
firing all the cannon, and all the bells in the town clattering. 

The fhip was like Noah’s ark, for there were aboard it fo many feveral forts of 
beafts, that what with the noife and the talk of fo many people as were aboard, we 
could not hear one another fpeak. The loading was a thoufand chefts of fugar, three 
thoufand rolls of tobacco, abundance of rich wood for dying and making of cabinets, 
elephants’ teeth ; befides the provision of wood, coals, water, wine, brandy, fhcep, 
hogs, and turkeys : befides all this, abundance of monkeys of feveral forts, apes, 
baboons, parrots, and fome of thofe birds of Brazil, which they call Arracas. The 
fhip carried fifty guns, four-and-twenty patareroes, and other neceffaries. The people 
aboard were of feveral nations, as Italians, Portuguefe, Englifh, Dutch, Spaniards, 
and Indian flaves who Mowed their mailers. The great cabin was hired by a rich 
Portuguefe merchant, whofe name was Amaro, and who was returning to Lifbon with 
all his family, that is, wife and four children ; gave a thoufand crowns for his pafiage, 
and had laid out two thoufand upon provifions and necefiaries for fo long a voyage. 
That honefl man feeing me fo fick, freely offered rne a place in his cabin, which was 
large, painted and gilt. I accepted of his offer, his wife giving her confent, who, 
bang a virtuous lady, was glad to have a religious man’s company. He would have 
allowed me his table, but I told him I was engaged to the captain, but that I might 
breakfalt with him fometimes after mafs, which I faid every day in the great cabin 
during the voyage, which lafled three months, excepting only three days of flormv 

T ea ^. er ’ and not onl y he > but a11 ttle Portuguefe aboard were at it. The chaplain of 
the fhip laid upon deck to the Teamen and officers of the fhip. 

As we were under fail, having fcarce run two leagues, and being bufy placing the 
trunks and goods aboard us, it pleafed God to mortify us, who thought ourfelves the 
arelt of the five Hups, that we might learn to honour holidays better ; for we ftruck 
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five times furioufly upon a bank, which threw both the men and goods, not yet lafhed 
to, from fide to fide, and put all into a great confirmation, the veffel flicking fall 
upon the Hat. The officers and pilots, in a fright, thought to fave themfelves from 
imminent danger of death, which threatened, and leaped haftily into the boat to get 
to land, which was not far off, for we were ftill in the harbour, it being four leagues 
in length. The failors and paffengers, feeing themfelves forfaken, began to cry aloud, 
“ We are all dead, we are all dead.” And who can be able to deferibe what a fad 
fpctlaclc that fttip was, which but juft before looked like a caftle on the fea ? This 
condufion made me rife from a mat on which I lay ftruggling with a fever ; and being 
upon deck, perceived we made no way, though the fails were all loofe, and a plank 
floating upon the fea, which made it appear the {hip was faft. 

Nothing could be heard but cries and complaints. Some call a barrel into the fea, 
others a roll of tobacco, others a cheft of fugar, to lighten the fliip, and every one 
did fomething to lave his life ; only the captain fat ftill like a ftatue, without being 
able to l'peak or Itir, though he had fought fix Turks in that fame fhip. They would 
have fired a cannon for the others to come to our affiftance, but in that hurry they 
could neither find gunner, powder, nor match. The feveral forts of animals hearing 
fuch a noifo, began to play their part and increafe the confufion. In this general con- 
Ilernation both Whites and Blacks came to call themfelves at my feet, crying, “Father, 
Father, confdlion, abfolution.” Having caufed them to make an ad of contrition, 
I gave them abfolution, wanting time to hear them fingly. I met the chaplain of the 
fliip in his fliirt, his countenance altered and looking ghaftly, though he was one of 
the braveft men aboard, as he had often made it appear, fighting with the Turks upon 
feveral occafions. After hearing his confeffion according to his defire, I afked him, 
what he intended to do in that cafe ; “ O God,” faid he, “ I had no mind to come 
on hoard, but I fullered tnyfelf to be deluded.” I would have encouraged, and made 
him conceive, that God had not altogether forfaken us, but we might yet efcape that 
danger. “ Suppofe it does fo fall out,” replied he, “ I am refolved to fwim for it, 
aud' get afhoro.” The others hearing his refolution, renewed their complaints and 
exchumlions. I went into the great cabin, and found the Portuguefe lady fitting on a 
carpet, and leaning upon two cufhions, with her four children on their knees, their 
hands ’clulped together in a fright, and crying, “ Mercy;” the hulband fitting on a 
chair, rather dead than alive. I comforted them both the beft I could, and heard 

their confeflions. . 

Ill the mean-while there came aboard us a captain, who was a friend to Senhor Atnaro, 
to carry him and his family away to his fliip. He feeing .the horrid confufion we were 
in, began to encourage all the people, and fent two of his men to the pump, and into 
the hold, to fee what harm was done. They neither found water, nor any thing 
broken, and perceived that the plank we had feen on the water, was only fonte of the- 
iheathing which had given way. Our captain taking heart, ordered to catt the 
lead, and found but little water for fo great a fliip. Then he caufed the ihip s head 
to be brought about, which made the veffel move ; and it was well for us there^ hap- 
pened to be but little wind, for had it blown hard we muft have been beaten to pieces. 
They that were afliore feeing us make way, came back with the boat ; and we continued 
our voyage towards Fernambuco, a hundred leagues diftant from Baga de Todos^ or 
Santos. There we came to an anchor, five miles from the town, the harbour being 


The governor" kept us there five days before he difpatched us. As we were weigh- 
ing anchor, when it was already above water, it broke off fo fuddenly, that all^the 
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men. who worked at hoifting it, being forty of them, fell down and hurt themfelves., 
fome on the head, fome on the fides, and others in other places. They would have 
recovered it, but there was no doing of it, becaufe it dropt in a place that was very- 
foul and full of fmall rocks. 

It was pleafant to fee our Ihip, where every tradefman worked at his trade, as if he 
had been in his {hop ; there were gun-fmiths, armourers, butchers, ihocmakers, 
tailors, coopers, and cooks. Others mended the colours, there being an hundred of 
feveral forts, very fine upon great days, and particularly the pendant at the main top- 
malt-head, eight ells long, and all of carnation taffety. When the weather would 
permit, the other velfels bore up to us, and gave us a concert of drums and trumpets, 
faluting us with three huzza’s all the failors gave, talcing the fignal from the boat- 
fwain’s whittle. The captain exercifed his men in firing volleys. Thefe diverfions 
were one day interrupted by this accident: — Eleven Englishmen came together to com- 
plain to the captain that they were not allowed water enough to drink, which put him 
into fuch a paffion that he went to lay hold of a fword, and had done them fome 
mifehief, had not care been taken to appeafe him. He caufed one to be put into the 
bilboes, with two men to Hand fentinel over him, till we came to Lilbon, for fear he 
Ihould raife fome mutiny among his comrades for that Englishman was wonderfully 
ftrong, would manage a cannon as another man would a mufquet, and had formerly 
blown up fome fliips, fetting fire to the powder. He puniihed him after this manner 
to teach the reft, not to come in a body like mutineers to make their complaints to 
him, whereas one alone Ihould come when they wanted any thing. There was another 
Englifhman, whom they called Kill Turk, -whom he alfo put into the bilboes, becaufe 
he had made himfelf drunk with two bottles of brandy, and was not fober again in 
three days. He was fo ftrong, that they faid he had cleft a man with his cutlafs, and 
therefore it was feared he might do fome mifehief in the Ihip, being in that condition. 

One morning, before fun-rifing, being near the coaft of Portugal, we heard a can- 
non fire, and the Ihot fell not far from us. I turned out to fee what was the matter, 
and obferved that Captain Jofeph, brother to our captain, had put up the red ancient, 
which was a fignal of battle. Our captain took a perfpedHve glafs to difeover what 
it was that had occafioned it, and a moment after told us his brother was miftakea, 
and that thofe fails we difeovered, to the number of five hundred, were fifhing- 
boats, that fail with any wind. The fun rifing, it appeared he was in the right, and 
we perceived, without the help of a glafs, a prodigious number of boats covering all 
the coaft. It is not to be admired that there is fo much filhing, for moft of the people 
in Lilbon eat fiih at night, even upon flefli days, which caufes an infinite confumption, 
and it is not fold by weight, but by the barrel. 

We arrived at Cafcais, a little town without the bar, and failed on to Fort St Julian, 
where we fired fo many guns that the report reached the city. Being come to the mouth 
of the river Tagus, we faw abundance of boats coming towards us, as well Italians as 
Portuguefe, that feemed to cover all the harbour ; they were merchants and orhers who 
had fome concern aboard us. I knew feveral who did not know me. They were fur- 
prifed to fee me alive, after they had received an account that I was dead, and express- 
ed much joy that the news had proved falfe. Having taken in pilots belonging to the 
port, as is the cuftom, we came to an anchor juft before His Highnefs Prince Peter 
then Regent of Portugal’s palace, the King being fent away to the iflands Terceras. 
All that came aboard the ihip had put on fuch fine clothes, that I fcarce knew them 
again. This they do at every port, being but meanly apparelled, as long as they are 
at fea. After my compliments to all thofe who had been kind to me during the 

voyage, 
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age, and particularly to our captain, I went aihore to our convent, to expert fome Ihip 
bound for Spain. 

It was not long before an opportunity offered : Captain Dominick, a native of Cor- 
fica, who was defirous to have a prieft aboard him, came to offer me my paffage in his 
Ihip, which was to fail in company of two others, the Loretto and the Princefs. His 
ihip was called the Paradife, and it was too good an omen to refufe to be rbaplain to 
the Paradife. Several Dominicans, Benediftines, and other religious men, went aboard 
with me, infomuch 'that one Paid, “ We were afraid we fhould want a chaplain, but 
here are enough to keep a choir.” However thofe good religious men, who were very 
much afraid of death, were no fooner under, fail, but they kept themfelves fo clofe under 
deck, that not one was to be feen. They admired, that I being indifpofed, the fea did 
me no more harm than if I had been aihore : but I laid to them, “ Fathers, you need 
but go to the Indies, and then you will be no more afraid of the fea than I am.” 

During this voyage I fell into difeourfe with an Irilhman, though he was a heretic, 
bccaufo 1 found fome difpofition towards gaining that foul to Jefus Chrift, and the more ' 
bccaufc he was of an inoffenfive nature. He obferved what I did, efpecially when I 
laid mafs, and was pleafed to hear the truth ; fo that in a few days, with God’s ailift- 
ancc, without which the endeavours of the ableft men are ufelefs, I brought him to 
waver in his opinion. He told me, he would have abjured in public immediately, but 
that he would firft go vifit a brother of his at Cadiz to receive abfolution. In fine, I 
was informed by him in that very town, that he was become a Catholic, which never- 
thelcfs I would not publifh, though I faw him more pleafant than he ufed to be, fearing 
he might do like many others, who fometimes appear very zealous, and yet afterwards 
forfake the good way they were in. 

'Though our Ihip was the biggeft of the three onr convoy confifted of, yet our 'cap- 
tain had confented that the captain of the Loretto, as being the elder, Ihould be com- 
modore. One day we difeovered a Ihip, and it being our captain’s, duty to know what 
Ihe was, he made all the fail he could. We fetched her up in a quarter of an hour, 
and fired a gun without a ball to make her Itrike, as the ftrongeft ufually do. They, 
inflead of anfwering our expe&ation, crowded up all the fail they could, as if they 
would fly, their veffel being much lefs than ours j that made our captain fiifpeft they 
might be Turks, fince they had put out no ancient. He fired at them with ball, and 
put up the red ancient, which made them anfwer with one gun but without bullet. 
Being very near, the captain made a trumpeter, who fpoke feveral languages, hail 
them. He fpoke to them in French, becaufe they had put up white colours, but we 
fufpecting it was a cheat, bid them fend fomebody on board. They launched their 
pinnace, and the mailer came aboard, by whom we were informed, that the imagined 
Turk was a veffel laden with falt-filh from Nantes, and bound for the illands Madeiras. 
They drank the healths of the Moll Chriftian King, and the republic of Genoa, and 

every one made the bell of his way. r _ 

At laft we came to an anchor in -that great and noble port of Cadiz, one of the molt 
famous in Europe, full of an infinite number of Ihips, galleys, barks, caravels, tartans, 
and other veffels, which I was affured at that time amounted to an hundred fail. Juft 
at the entrance of the harbour we faw twenty-five Ihips of an extraordinary bulk. There 
is a continual refort of Ihips from all parts of the world, even from the Indies 5 and it 
is ufual there to fee thirty or forty fail come in or go out in a day, as if they were but 
little boats. I went aihore with an Italian gentleman, and fome Spannh merchants, and 
we were all of us prefently flopped by the cuftom-houfe officers : I gave an. account of 
myfelf, and fo did the gentleman ; but he added he was a foldier in the King s femce. 
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and they let him pafs : the Spaniards faid fo too, and we caufed our goods to be loaded 
to go to our feveral homes. No fooner were we in the town, but the chief officer of 
the cuftom-houfe, with his followers. Hopped the porters, and bid them carry the goods 
to the cuftom-houfe. The Spaniards faid they were all cleared, and there was no need 
of further fearch. The cuftomer gave a furly anfwer ; one word drew on another, fo 
they came to ill language, and from ill language to blows. An hundred fwords were 
drawn in a moment, but they were thronged fo ciofe together, that, they fought with 
the points of their fwords up, ftriking one another with the pummels, and making fuch 
a noife, that one would have thought they were going to cut one another in pieces. 
The dull flew fo thick, there was no feeing one another, and the field of battle being 
Rear the harbour, the people ran thither in crowds, fearing there were many killed and 
wounded. There was much crowding to part the combatants, hearing their cries, and 
the clattering of their fwords ; but what abundance of rational lbber people could not 
do, was done in a moment by four drunken Englifhmen, who, to make way to go to 
their fhips, began to throw ftones fo furioufly, that every man thought themfelvcs happy 
enough that his legs were found enough to run away. Thofe who were lighting, not. 
thinking it fafe to ftand that Ihower of ftones, made their efcape in an inftant, fomc one 
way, and fome another. 

I repaired to our monaftery, where my fever, which had granted me no refpite, in- 
creafed, and kept me in bed a month, being forced in that time to be fix times blooded 
again, and that while our fhips were gone. Before I could continue my journey into 
Italy, I took the opportunity of going to the ffirine of St. James the apoftle in Galicia, 
and, to that purpofe, affociated myfelf with a Milanefe religious man of the third order 
of St. Francis, with whom I embarked for Porto. A flormy fort of gale carried 11s 
thither in a few hours, from whence wc went by fea to Birona, and from Birona with 
much difficulty afoot to Compoftella, where we vifited the famous church of St. James 
the apoftle. The canons of this church are all clad in fcarlet, and called cardinals. 
They told us, that none muft fay mafs at the faint’s altar but prelates and grandees of 
Spam, for which reafon the facriftan would not permit us to fay at that altar. The 
faint’s Ihrine is placed on the altar, with his image upon it, fo that the pilgrims who go 
thither for their devotion, afeend four or five fteps, and put their hat on the head of that 
effigies, which is clad like a pilgrim. There are abundance of filvcr lamps about it, 
but they are all black, as if they were of wood. Having faid a Pater and Ave, we 
went away ; and the Father told me, that if he thought it was as he found it, he would 
never have come into the country. I lodged at a goldfmith’s, who treated us at table 
with Florence wine, Bolonia faufages, and Parmcian cheefe ; which made me admire 
that Italian wines and provifions ftiould be found in fo difiant a country, and we may 
well fay, it is the garden of the world. 

We had received information that, at Cape Finifterre, there was a ffiip ready to fail 
for Cadiz, which made us haften our departure. Juft as the captain was going into 
his boat to embark, we got thither ; and, though I knew he was a heretic, I begged 
of him to give me my paffage to Cadiz aboard his ffiip for God’s fake. He, without 
anfwering, made me a fign to go into the boat, which, when I had done, feeing he 
had not anfwered me, and perhaps becaufe he did not underftand Spanilh, I fpoke to 
him in Portuguefe, then he anfwered I was welcome, and that he would not only carry 
me to Cadiz, but to Seville, if I would. I thanked him for his charitable offer : but 
my companion, who would have been glad to be in fuch a habit as mine, was forced 
to pay for his paffage. It was a great Englifh man of war of feventy guns, and three 
hundred men, loaden with anchors, and other naval ftores. It was bound by order of 

His 
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ICs Britannic Majefty to all the ports of Spain, to find out twenty-four frigates belong- 
ing to that crown, fent againft the Turks, and was to furnifh them with what they 
wanted. 

_ When we were out at fea, I faw the captain with a profpective glafs endeavoured to 
difcover fome fails that appeared at a great diftance ; after which, he went into his 
cabin, and talked to his officers in Englifh, who went to give out orders, and prefently 
after the drums began to beat, and the foldiers to take their polls. My companion and 
I gueft they were making ready to fight, though we faw no Ihips, but they had feen 
them. We dire&ed our courfe towards them, failing with a fide-wind, and adding two 
fmall fails on the fides of the main-lheet ; fo that having fourteen fails aboard, we flew 
like the wind itfelf, and cut the water in a moll violent manner. 

Within an hour we came up with the two Ihips the captain had defcried, and they 
having put out no colours, he gave them a gun to bring them in ; but they feeing they 
were two to one, and, doubtlefs, never imagining our lhip was fo well manned, an- 
fwcred with a bullet, and, at the fame time, we heard from one of thofe Ihips a con- 
iufcd n^ife of voices as it were of people that complained. Our captain- faid he did not 
queftion but one was a Turkilh veffel that had taken the other which was a Chriftian, 
and it proved fo. At the fame time he furled his fails, and gave them a broad-fide of 
twenty guns, which made fuch a thundering as would daunt the braveft heart. It was 
happy for us we had the wind, which carried all our fmoke upon the Turks. Yet they 
fired like madmen from both {hips, for the prize was manned with Turkilh failors and 
foldiers, and the poor Chriltians were forced againft their will to help at the guns, the 
chief of them being put into irons. The cannonading continued an hour and a half, 
and, not knowing what the event might be, the Father of the third order and I con- 
fcfTcd to one another. He was vexed at heart to be in that bufmefs, but I armed my- 
fielf with patience againft whatever might happen, whilft no ball reached me. 

Our captain perceiving the fight was like to hold, caufed one of the enemies to be 
boarded, grappling with them to come to handy ftrokes. Then it was we began to 
hear the groans and cries of the poor wounded men lying about the deck one upon 
another, and ferving to ffielter thofe that fought. The attack was furious, and the re- 
fiftance vigorous j but the enemy being inferior in number, began to give way and 
yield. Our men without lofing time leaped aboard, put the Turks in irons and fet 
the Chriftians at liberty, who took up arms to be revenged of the infidels, and to 
fecure the liberty they had newly obtained. The other veffel being left alone fled for 
it, but our brave captain foon had all things in order, and put men aboard the prize, 
which being lefs than his lhip, could better purfue the other that fled, which being 
loaded with goods taken from Chriftians was foon fetched up by the other we had 
taken, that had nothing aboard but provifions and ammunition. They fired fome 
guns, but perceiving our great lhip came up and was within cannon-lhot, yielded. The 
lieutenant, who had the command of the firlt given him, went to take poffeffion of the 
other, putting the Turks in irons, and releafing the Chriftians, who were in ^ number 
fourfeoro in all, failors, merchants, and paffengers, befides twelve that were killed : of 
the Turks there were a hundred and thirty, the reft being either killed or dangerouily 


The three Chips drew clofe together, and our captain ordered all the Chriftians to be 
brought before him, who all knelt down to thank him for their deliverance out of the 
hands of thofe barbarians : he afked who was their captain ; and a lufty man half ltript 
told him in Spanilh it was he j and afterwards in Portuguefe, which our captain under- 

ftood better, gave an account how they had been taken : that failing from Malaga 
° n p laden 
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laden with wine, and being out of the ftraits near Cape St. Vincent, that Turki/h (hip, 
which carried no goods, but was well manned with about two hundred and twenty-five 
foldiers and failors, had attacked him, and being much the Wronger made themfelves 
mailers of his veflel after fome refiftance. The captain bid them go drefs themfelves, 
and take poffeflion of his fhip again, making the Englifh come out. They returned 
him abundance of thanks, and begged of him to convoy them to Cadiz, fince he was 
bound thither as well as they, which our captain granted them. The Englifh divided 
themfelves, fome aboard our fhip, and fome aboard the Turk, put all things In order, 
and held on their courfe rejoicing that they had killed two birds with one ftone, having 
taken the Turk, and delivered the Spaniards, among whom there were fome Neapolitans 
Milanefes, and Flemings. * 

As we proceeded on our voyage, making all the fail we could, the fky began to 
grow dark on a fudden ; and fearing fome florm was gathering, we lowered our fails, 
which indeed was done juft in time, for but a moment after the wind blew fo outrage- 
oufly that there was no keeping the fhip to her courfe, but ihe was left to the mercy 
of the wind. Then were there heard throughout the veffel fuch hollowing and, calling 
as increafed the terror of approaching death ; yet the captain bid us fear nothing, for 
that the fhip being new would certainly bring us off : however we did not ceafe to offer 
up our fervent prayers. The Father feeing we were every moment in danger of perifh- 
hig, told me we had done ill in going aboard thofe heretics, who are always under 
excommunication; but I anfwered, “ Thofe who travel about the world muff make a 
virtue of neceffity.” In the meanwhile the man at the topmaft-head cried, Land, Land. 
The captain ran up, and perceived we were on the coafl of Barbary, the florm having 
carried us a great way up the Mediterranean ; for which reafon, before any Turks might 
difcover us, he gave orders to fleer towards Oran, a ftrong place belonging to the 
King of Spain. We got thither in lefs than an hour, the wind blowing fo hard, and 
gave God thanks for delivering us from the Turks, the wind, if we had not minded it 
carrying us direftly to Algier. * 

Our captain went afhore next morning with fome of his officers and the Spanifh 
captain ; they went to the governor, and gave him an account of our fight, and he in 
the name of His Catholic Majefly thanked the Englifh. This fortrefs feems to be of 
great confequence, and in a manner impregnable : it is well provided with cannon 
mid very ferviceable to Chriftians when they are drove by florms upon the coaft of 
Barbary, there being no other place where Chriftians can put in. Next morning the 
wind being fair, we weighed anchor, and foon arrived at Cadiz. I had thoughts of 
gomg affiore to our monaftery, but the captain told me, that he having fome bufmefs 
at Seville had hired a bark to go thither, and that if I pleafed he would carry me in it 
for God s lake, which made me not negleft fo good an opportunity. I ftaid about a 
~y ml he had difpatched fome bufmefs he had at Cadiz, and then we fet out, carry. 

th L rty mea ™th us to row in cafe the wind failed us. We touched at St. Lucar 
ftaid there fome hours, and having kept going all night, arrived at Seville. I thanked 
^ avours * received of him, declaring I was fo much the more fen- 
iible oi their greatnefs, becaufe I could not have received more from a Catholic He 
made me fuch an anfwer, as implied that Capuchins were in good efteem among 


1 went to our monaftery, which is great confidering our poverty, and has a con- 
fiderable number of religious men. There I continued eight days, as well to reft 
myfelf, asto fee the town, which would not be unlike Milan were the ftreets handfome 
^nd wide : the dome is nothing inferior to that at Milan, only that it is not of marble! 

14 but 



VOYAGE TO CONGO BY ANGELO AND CARLI. 1 87 

but of a ftone fomewhat like it, yet fofter and eafier to ■work. It is the cuftora. 
throughout all Spain to make their choir and high altar in the middle of the church, 
particulaily in cathedrals, which is very inconvenient where there is a great refort of 
people, though otherwife they are great and {lately ftru&ures. The fteeple is fo large 
and well-built, that a man may go up to it on horfeback, or in a litter : going up to 
it, I was furprifed to fee fo many bells, for there are no lefs than three and thirty. 
"Whilft wc were there they came to ring them, and all being to ring but two or three 
that belonged to the clock, we made hafte down for fear of being {tunned with the 
terrible noife of their clattering : as foon as we were in the ftreet, they began to ring 
with fuch a noife, that it founded as if all the bells in the town had been rung. 

1 went to fee the King’s garden, which is fine enough, and has abundance of water- 
works, orange and lemon trees, yet there is nothing in it but what we have in Italy 
in greater plenty. I vifited the convent of the Recolets, which is very large, but of 
an ancient ftrudture ; there are in it above one hundred and fifty religious men, befides 
thofc in the infirmary. The bell they ring to call to the refedlory is twice as big as 
that which ferves our church. The canons of this city are very rich, and always go 
in coaches drawn by four mules : they then expe&ed Monfeigneur Spinola an Italian, 
who had the archbifhopric of that city conferred on him. 

I fet out from thence a-foot for Cordova, palfing through Carmona, and other fmall 
places, of which I will give no account for fear of tiring the reader ; yet I cannot for- 
get the wretched road, where there is neither houfe nor tree, nor fo much as water to 
cool one’s mouth, to be found. This made me provide a bottle of wine, which I 
had through the affiftance of a gentleman I met on the road, who bought it for me, there 
being no hopes of having it given me for God’s fake by the inn-keeper. And were it 
not for people of quality that relieve us, it would be impoffible for Capuchins to live 
upon charity according to their ways, the people being wholly ftrangers to giving of 
alms. Being in a town where we have no convent, I begged fome bread for God’s 
fake of a baker, which was fo furprifing to him, that he flood in amaze like a man 
befides himfelf : I left him and his bread, for fear, if I {hould beg any longer of him, 
lie would be quite befide himfelf. I continued my journey, begging of God that he 
would foon let me get out of a country where there was fo little charity. 

Being come to Cordova, I went to our monaftery, where I was forced to be fatisfied 
with the Spanifli dilh they call Olla Podrida, fignifying a rotten pot ; which name is 
not improper, for it is an extravagant medley of feveral things, as onions, garlic, 
pumkin, cucumber, white-beets, a bit of pork and two of mutton, which being boiled 
with the reft are almoft loft. The fathers aiked me whether I liked it : I told them it 
was very fit to kill me, being as I was almoft fick, and fo weak that I had need of 
fome better reftorative than that Podrida, to which I was not ufed. _ They put fo much 
faifron in it, that had I not been yellow enough already with my diftemper, that alone 
might have been enough to dye my {kin of that colour. It is a great dainty for 
Spaniards, but a feurvy mefs for thofe that are not ufed to it. 

The cathedral on the outfide looked to me bigger than all the town, and I was not 
deceived, for being in it, I was amazed to behold a church fo large, that . from one 
fide of it a man can fcarce fee the wall on the other ; and were it proportionable in 
height, it would be one of the wonders of the world : there are on the infide ten rows 
of pillars, and fifteen pillars in each row ; the middle ifle is very fpacious after the 
modern manner, and gilt about the high altar and choir. A canon told me there 
were in it three hundred and fixty-fix altars ; on the chief of them is a very large 
tabernacle all of precious ftones, which has a revenue of three thoufand livres appro- 
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priated to it. In a large chapel there is a great filver ciborium that weighs ninety-fix 
ounces. I obferved upon a pillar Handing by itfelf, a man painted kneeling : they 
told me it was the picture of a Chriflian who had been many years a Have in that town 
when it was in the poflefiion of the Moors, and had with his nails carved a crofs upon 
that pillar : it was {hewed me, and a man would have thought it had been done with 
a penknife. I believe he was very long about it, for the pillar is very line marble. 
This city is fituated in a great vale, a river running by the walls 5 formerly it ran 
through the midft of the city, which was then very large, but at profent indifferent, 
and has in it nothing elfe remarkable that I know of. 

I fet out for Alcala la Real, and met with fome Spaniards, who told me that Anda- 
lufia was the garden of Spain: whereupon I faid to myfelf, God keep me from the 
rell of Spain if this bo the garden, I had better return to fea. That town Hands upon 
a hill, and I Huv nothing remarkable in it. Granada, whither I went next, is a 
beautiful and very large city, but yet inferior to Seville. Our fathers have two monafterics 
there, one for a novitiate, the other to ftudy ; the cathedral is not yet finilhed. The 
palace of the Moorilh kings, called the Alhambra, Hands upon a hill ; which,' though 
very high, has plenty of water. There are fuch abundance of rooms in this palace, 
that a man may lofe himfelf, as if he were in a labyrinth. There are two baths, where 
the Moors ufed to wafh themfelves, one of hot water, the other of cold : the ceilings 
of the rooms are very curious, being made of a coloured plaiffer that Hill looks new. 
There is another hill on which the infidels did put holy martyrs to death, and where 
abundance of relicks arc kept. 

From Granada I went to Lerenna, the wine of which place is looked upon to be the 
beH in Spain, but the people fpeak fuch ill Spanifh, that they are hardly to be under- 
flood : they call them Bifcalins. I held on my journey to Antequcra, a town as big 
as a city. I refled there eight days, in one of our nionafteries ; and the guardian, 
who did me a thoufand good turns, would have kept me there as long again. Thence 
I went to Malaga, which is an indifferent good fea-port town, very populous, and 
full of trade. The archbifhop is a Dominican, brother to Don John of Auftria : 1 was 
told his revenue was worth eighty thoufand ducats a year. 

I lay there waiting fome opportunity of flipping, and finding myfelf ftill very ill, 
my bleeding at the nofe, ears, and mouth, not being over, I put myfelf into the hands 
of an Englilh phyfician, who had fo much fuccefs as to mend my condition, for I 
bled only at the nofe : for eight days I was pretty well, and then relapfed as bad as 
ever. After waiting fome weeks, a very good opportunity offered : fix Spanifh galleys, 
returning from the ftraits of Gibraltar, came to an anchor in the port, to take in 
provifions, and go winter at Cavthagena : I applied myfelf to the Marquis of Bayona, 
who commanded them ; he was then called Marquis de Santa Cruz, having refigned 
the title of Bayona to his fon, who is now general of the galleys of Sicily. That noble 
lord underftanding I was an Italian, did not only grant me my paffage, but would 
have me aboard his galley ; and though I could fpeak Spanifh, would have me con- 
verfe with him in my mother-tongue, becaufe he fpoke Italian to perfection, having 
been formerly general of the gallies of Naples and Sicily. The prieft belonging to 
thofe galleys having been left fick at Carthagena, during our paffage I had the poft of 
chaplain, and confeffor to his excellency. 

Our voyage lafted fifteen days, and in that fhort time I found what it was to be at 
lea in gallies : I envied their happinefs who were aboard great fhips, which are more 
commodious and expeditious than galleys. The bad weather made us put back three 
rimes ; a calm enfuing, we made way with our oars ; difeovering a fail by the moon- 

sf light. 
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light, the oars were hard plied to fetch it up : when we were near, fhe fet up Englifh 
colours, yet we hemmed her in, and gaye her a gun. She anfwered, and the captain 
launching his boat, came aboard His Excellency. That veffel appeared like a moun- 
tain to us that were aboard the galleys, the Hern was all gilt ; they were cruizing upon 
the Turks, whom they mortally hate : and did all princes follow their example, I be- 
lieve thofe wicked pirates would fcarce (hew their heads at fea. 

We held on our courfe to Almeria, where we continued two days, laying in water 
and other frelb provifions : the town is neither large nor populous, but feems to have 
been confiderable in the time of the Moors, being encompafled by mountains, and 
defended by a good fort ; it is adorned with abundance of fountains of very pure and 
wholefome water. As I was there, quenching my third, proceeding from the fever 
and eflufion of blood, I heard the warning-piece for failing, and returned aboard the 
galleys. Wc fet out about night-fall, being faluted by the fort, and in our way 
took three Turkilh brigantines ; the men were diftributed among the gallies, and thc- 
veUels manned with Chriftians and Turkilh Haves. At lad we arrived at Carthagena, 
where is an excellent port formed by nature, Ihut in with mountains and very fafe, 
efpecially for galleys. The town feems to have been formerly confiderable, but is at 
prelent the mod wretched place in Spain ; for after the inhabitants had doned their 
bilhop, they were leven years without rain, but it feems God took compaffion on them 
after that, for now it rains twice or thrice a year : however the country is barren, 
and they carry bifeuit thither out of Italy, to maintain the people belonging to the 
galleys that winter there. Thence I went to Caravaca, where I faw the holy crofc 
brought by an angel from heaven, and fet on an altar where a pried was faying mafs 
without a crofs. I went on to Valencia, a very fine city, defightful for its gardens, 
the pleafanted of which is the archbilhop’s. Thence to Murcia, and Aficant, a little 
town, but of good trade, the houfes high and well built : having daid there five days, 
I continued my journey through Tortofa and Tarragona, where there is a beautiful 
dome, and then came to Montferrat : this place infpires refpeft, and drawls tears from 
the eyes of thofe who go thither with a fpirit of devotion. There are as many chapels 
as myderies of the holy rofary. One would think all the way to it was hewed 
out, it being all through a rock. There is a very great number of filver and gold 
lamps, and fome of amber, the ornaments of the altars being anfwerable^ to that 
grandeur. There are continually pilgrims on the road going thither, or returning from 


thence. , 

Prom our Lord of Montferrat, I went to Barcelona, the capital city or Catalonia, 
and a bifhopric : I refided there fix weeks, becaufe of a pain I felt, which made me 
unfit even to ride a horfeback. Three monaderies we have there, are out of the town 1 
that of St. Matrona is upon the fide of a hill under the fort, and in the church 
is the body of that faint. The fecond is that of St. Eubalia, where that faint’s houfe 
dood, among the mountains, two miles from the city, and that is the novitiate. The 
third is that of Mount Calvary, not that it is feated on a mountain, but it is fo called 
becaufe of three erodes there are in it : to this it was I betook myfelf, becaufe it is 
thegreated, and has an infirmary. Thofe Catalonian fathers received me with extra- 
ordinary civility, efpecially when they underdood I came from fo far a country. The 
city is large and beautiful, abounding in all things neceffary for human life, and would 
be the mod confiderable place in thofe parts, had it a fafe harbour for great tops- 
1 took notice of the mufic they ufe upon rejoicings, for mdead of violins at weddings, 
they have fifes and trumpets, which make the church fliake* During 
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During my flay at Barcelona, there came thither one of our lay-brothers, whole 
name was Peter de Sefiari, from Argier, where he had been ranfomed among other 
Haves by the Catholic King : he had been taken fix months before, with F. Luis of 
Palermo, in their way from Cagliari to Safari. Thofe two Capuchins being carried to 
Argier, F. Luis found no difficulty to get his living by preaching, malfes, and hearing 
confeffions, and could befides pay his matter to whofe fliare he fell, fo much a month 
as they agreed upon ; for which reafon he was not put to the oar, but was allowed to 
go about the town freely : fo when they were about ranfoming of him, his matter fet 
Him at three thoufand ducats, whereas the brother was fold for three hundred, being 
only fit for the oar ; and it being eafier to raife that fum, he was firft ranfomed. I pro- 
pofed to him to go into Italy, and his head was fo potTetfed with his late misfortune, 
that he gave me to underttand that his only defign was to return home as foon as he 
•could. We refolved, therefore, to lay hold of the opportunity of a bark bound for 
Sardinia, the captain whereof, D. Carlos de Pita, a very devout Catalonian, received 
us very couiteoufly : we were two hundred and fifty fouls aboard that bark, which fet 
fail with a fair gale. The wind being very britk, we had made much way, and were 
entering the gulph of Lions, when the weather becoming boifterous, it grew to one 
of the moth terrible ttorms imaginable, the waves toffing our bark like a nut-fliell, 
and mountains of water covering of it every foot. The diforder, confution, and efpe- 
cially the cries of the women, terrified thofe that were moft inured to fuch tempefts. 
The worft of it was, that the feamen could not hear one another, with the noife of the 
fea and of the pafiengers, which obliged the captain to draw his fword, to drive all 
thofe under deck who could not help, but only ferved to hinder the tailors : all upon 
the deck and in the cabin were wet ; the vetfel feemed to be ready to overfet with the 
beating of the tea, which drove all the people to that fide which inclined, when a 
wave ftruck againft it with fuch violence that it broke the lathings of one of the guns. 
TJhe cannon being loofe ran down to the lower fide with fuch fury, ancl gave fuch a 
fhock, that it was a wonder the bark was not ftaved : the noife it made incrcafcd the 
terror, which the darknefs of the night fpread. The failors wet and fpent, refolved to 
let the bark run before the wind, provided tire did not run aground. I thought with 
myfelf, how copes it about that I who have twice crotfed the ocean, thould come now 
to be drowned in a puddle of water ; for to fay the truth, 1 never thought myfelf fo 
near being call away as at that time, feeing one of the marts fpent, the fails lialf-rent, 
the bark battered, and the feamen all cart down. This ftorm lafted all night, fo that 
■we knew not whither we were going. About day-break the fea feemed to grow fome- 
what ftiller, and the fky clearing by the rifing of the fun, we difeovered mountains, 
which were not above a league from us, and found we were on the coaft of Spain 
near Cape Gata. So that perceiving I was drove back, and had in fix hours fpace loft 
near as much ground as I made in fix months, I refolved to go no more to fea. However 
we foon took heart, for whilft we were making to there, there ftarted up fuch a frefli 
gale from the north, that the pilot thought it would not be amits in fome meafure to 
regain the time and ground we had loft. We bent our courfe for Catalonia, and in a 
few hours arrived at Mattalona, our pilot’s native country. 

Being come to an anchor, I landed with my companion whom I had not feen during 
the ftorm, and we went to reft us at our convent, which ftands on a hill without the 
town. I defigned to have ftaid there fome time, but undemanding the pilot would fail 
up to Ablana, which is a better harbour, I fuffered myfelf to be tempted to make ufe 
.of that convenience being willing to put to fea again, as foon as I was athore, becaufe 
oi the diitenaper I ftill laboured under* In a few hours we got to Ablana, and went to 

our 
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?, T i 7^ at< ? °5 a r0< ? m a P eninfula j oin ed to the town by a fmall neck of 
r ; ,Tf th ® fea ^rves for an inclofure to the monaftery and garden, which I 
thought the fineft fituation of any convent of our order, the air being very temperate. 

I acquainted my companion that I intended to ftay there fome time, in order to return 
home through France^ a more worthy obje£t for my curiofity than Sardinia. The crew 
, r U /r Ve ^ e ’ anC ^ P articularI y °fficers, who were all Italians, hearing of it, came to 
^nfchion exprelfing how much they were concerned that I fhould leave them. 

Ihey failing again for Sardinia, I relied eight days in that delicious place, and then fet 
out with two companions for Girona ; fo that I faw almoft all Catalonia, which is a 
very fruitful country, and the people extraordinarily well tempered. From Girona I 
went to Higueras on the borders of Spain ; whence eroding fome mountains, I entered 
upon the earldom of Roufillon, and the firft town of it called Cerat. 

l'rom Cerat I went to fouy in the vale of Perpignan, and I remember I there palled 
Over a river upon a bridge that has but one arch, the feet whereof reft upon two hills, 
fo that the middle of it is a prodigious height, and frightful to look down. They fay 
there is not fo high an arch in all France, and for my part I muft own I have not feen 
any like it in all thofe parts of the world where I have been. I faw all the country 
about full of foldiers; and afking what might be the reafon, was told, that country had 
once belonged to the crown of Spain ; but being fince under the dominion of France, 
and the price of fait being raifed, the people had revolted ; for which reafon troops had 
been fent thither from Languedoc to quell them. 

Perpignan, which I faw next, is a fort royal feated on a high rock, encompaffed by 
three lofty walls with good ditches, and well ftored with cannon. To appearance it 
looks imp eguable, yet the Moft Chriftian King took it after a fiege of eight months i 
which was the eafier for him to do, becaufe there is a very populous town adjoining to 
the fort ; for had it been a fort alone without a town, eight months had not been enough 
to ftarve the place, where they might have laid up three years provifion. Our monaf- 
tory there is widiout the town. 

Having paffed the mountains, I came to Narbonne, through the midft of which there 
runs a river that falls into the fea a league off. The city is not large, but very popu- 
lous, as are all the cities and towns in France. The churches are not beautiful, but 
there is fuch a refort of people to them, efpecially upon holidays, that there is fcarce 
room for the prieft to turn himfelf at the altar. The priefts of the church of St. Julius 
are habited like monks. The two fteeples have a notable echo, which is pleafant to 
hear. 

Nest I faw the towns of Languedoc and Provence that lay in my road, whereof I 
fhall fay but little. Beziers ftands on a hill in a delightful country, and well watered ; 
I went to the cathedral to fee the archbilhop Monligneur de Bonzy, a Florentine, but 
he was then abfent. He has been fince made archbilhop of Toloufe, and His Moft 
Chriftian Majefty’s ambaffador at Madrid. Yet the King allows him the revenue of 
his bilhoprick, till it is bellowed on another. In this church I took notice of a very 
large organ over the great gate, where there are only thofe pipes that appear outward 
in light, the others being diftributed by three and three among the pillars, which makes 
the church lhake when they play, though it is extraordinarily great, which is a notable 
piece of curiofity. 

Tholoufe is a city worth feeing, for the great number of relics kept there, as alfo for 
its greatnefs, and the number of its inhabitants ; which made me take care not to go by 
the churches when mafs or vefpers were ending, the throng being fo great that it would 
have forced me back. 
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Agde, an ancient town, where was held the council called Agatenfe. In our motial- 
tery, which is on the ftrand, there is a miraculous image of our Lady ; for the fea hav- 
ing three times f welled up to the town, has never encroached fince the image was placed 
thfere, but rather gone back, for which reafon it is called Noftre Dame de Gue. 

Arles, an archbilhopric, and populous enough. 

Martegues, a place curious to behold, for it is divided into four hamlets built upon 
the fea, with bridges from one to the other. We have two monafteries, one at each 
end of the town ; in one of which there are fourteen religious men, and twelve in the 
other ; and there being none of any other order, they hear confeffions there, as they 
do in France, Spain, Germany, and fome parts of Italy. The only fupport of this town 
almoft is filhing, there being- eight hundred tartans for this purpofe, befides a vaft num- 
ber of little boats that cover a great part of the fea. 

Thence I went to Aix the capital city of Provence, and to Marfeilles, a confiderable 
town, and of great trade, yet not fo large as I had fancied it. The harbour is very 
handfome and fafe, more efpecially for barks and galleys, becaufe great lhips cannot go 
in loaden. There I faw twenty five galleys laid up clofe by one another, and in the 
midft of them the royal galley, which all veffels that come into that port falute with a 
gun. Her (tern is finely carved, and gilt. True it is, fhe is not fo big as the royal gal- 
ley of Spain I faw at Carthagena, which carried the emprefs : this town has three forts, 
of which the new one at the mouth of the harbour has three walls, and four on one 
fide. His Moll Chriftian Majefty has caufed the wall that inclofed the fide next to the 
hill to be thrown down to enlarge its compafs, which has brought our monaltery into 
the town, and will make it much more confiderable, being filled with a vaft multitude 
of people of all nations : feveral bodies of faints, and abundance of relics are to be 
feen there, particularly St. Andrew’s crofs. I went to fee the churches of St.Maximin 
and St. Beaume j they are places that infpire devotion, and draw tears from the hardeft 
hearts. 

I took Ihip for Ciotat and Toulon. This is an indifferent town, but the port very 
confiderable, and capable of receiving any number of the biggeft veffels: I faw the 
Royal Luis, which mull be finilhed by this time, and carries a hundred and twenty 
guns; it has three galleries, and the Hern all gilt, as are the fides, head and cabins. 
The gilder that was about it told me they had already laid out three thoufand crowns 
in leaf gold. I took the opportunity of a veffel bound for Savona : the firft day we 
failed right afore the wind, and at night put into St. Trompes ; but the next day the 
bad weather forced us into a place where there were but two houfes, at a great diltance 
from the city Graffe, which Hands on a hill encompaffed by other hills, fo that we could 
fcarce fee it at fea, and therefore we mull; either go thither, or ftarve. Finding myfclf 
fomewhat hot of that which the phyficians at Marfeilles called a he&ick fever., making 
me unfit to travel, I lay down to fleep under a tree, but hunger would not fuffor me 
to clofe my eyes. Being thus weary of myfelf, and not able to go to Graffe as the 
others did, I knew not what courfe to take, when God, who has always relieved me in 
diftrefs, as I have often found by experience in my travels, ordained that I fhould meet 
a perfon that to me feemed of fome note, and faid to me, “ Father, what do you here all 
alone?” “ My diftemper,” faid I, “ which you may difeern by my looks, has made 
me ftay here ; but at prefent hunger torments me more than my fever.” He anfwered, 
■“ I am come in that covered felucca you fee near that rock, and it is mine ; I have 
caught fome pilchers, if you pleafe we will fup together.” The offer was very pleafing 
to me, as any man may imagine, and fo I followed him very readily. We went into 
the felucca, where two feamen had made all ready. « How fliall we do,” faid he, 

‘ for, 
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« for we have no bread but bifcuit ?” « Anv thing is good, in the time of need,” faid 
}» . and } hay c been often without bread or bifcuit.” That good man talked to me in 
I ortugucie, which I admired, being fo far from that country, and therefore I aiked him 
whether he was a Portuguefe. He told me he was not, but that he had been there 
lomc time. 

Wc began to eat and drink, without regarding that the fun lhined violently hot in 
our laces, hunger making me lay about me, and giving an excellent relilh to any fort 
ol meat Having eaten, and given thanks to Almighty God, we walked along the 
more difeourfing together ; 1 ftepped forwards alone to fee a dolphin that made a noiie 
in the water, as if it had been fighting with another fifh, and was bufy throwing fome 
{tones at him. . When I had done, I looked about and found that good man did not 
follow me, which made me turn, back for fear he Ihould be gone before I could return 
him thanks ; but 1 fought him in vain, nor could I difeover the felucca. I went back 
to the place where it lay, and faw nothing, which put me almoft befid? myfelf. And 
indeed when 1 refect upon it, I cannot tell what to think. One thing I know, which 
is, that having carefully examined thofe that were left aboard our brigantine, whether 
they had Icon that felucca that came to the fhore with three men in it; they anfwered, 
they had Jeon no creature, though they had been all the while afhore fifhing in that 
little creek. I held my peace, and in my heart thanked God, the fource of all that 
is good, for that he had been pleafed, without any defert of mine, to relieve me in 
that diltrels, into which I had fallen for his fake. "Whether it was by the hands of 
a man, or of an angel, I could not tell, but I felt an unfpeakable comfort; and fuch 
it was, that had my health permitted, I fhould have certainly returned to Congo, fince 
I could Hill make ufe of my miffioner’s patent which was not yet expired. 

Next day we went aboard, and failing before the wind, arrived near to Nice ; but 
the port not being fafe, went on to Villa Franca, where I went to our monaftery, which 
looks like a paradife amidft fo many high mountains, and fo many uncouth rocks. 
Three days after, I fet. out aboard a Genoefe galley, which carried me fafe to Monaco ; 
this is a place of confidcrable ftrength, very pleafant and delightful. Thence I took 
the opportunity of a brigantine bound for Savona ; but we had like to have perifhed in 
a ftorm, and were forced back. I would not trull the fea again, after finding it fo 
inereilel's and uncertain, for fear left, after fo many dangers as I had gone through, I 
Ihould at. lull be fhipwrecked in the very harbour. I thought the land would be more 
favourable to me, and making fhort journeys, took my way through Menton, St. Remy, 
which is as it were the paradife of Italy, Savona, Seftri di Ponente, and Genoa. In 
the monaftery called the Conception, which is without that city, I expected my fupe- 
rior’s orders, having fent them an account of my return. A violent fever which held 
me forty days, had like to have ' done the work a he&ic fever could not perform in 
three years. It was a comfort for me to be among my acquaintance, who did me abun- 
dance of favours. 

During that time brother Michael do Orvietto came to Genoa from Congo, being 
fent: to Rome by the fuperior, to reprefent to the holy congregation de propaganda fide, 
to what a low condition that million was reduced, moll of the miffioners dying in a 
Ihort time, and only three remaining in the whole kingdom. He brought us news of 
the death of 1), Alvaro King of Congo, and the election of another as devout as he. 
Bolides, lie told us that the Blacks had eaten F. Philip de Galefia, a miffioner of the 
province of Rome, which happened in this manner ; the great men having obtained 
leave of the King to bum fuch forcerers as they could find, went to a place where they 
knew they wore got together, and fet fire to their cottages. As foon as the flame began 
vol. xvi. c c & 
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to rife, they fled, and meeting with F. Philip in their way, fell upon, killed and eat 
him ; which the Blacks who purfued them faw by the light of the flames, and carried 
the news to St. Salvador. ( This happened in the province of Sonde, where a duke who 
is the King’s fubjedt refides. 

Contrary to all expectation I recovered, and palling through Piacenza, came to 
Bononia, where, God be praifed, I am at this time with fome relidts of my diftemper, 
left me by the great fatigues of my travels, thinking my time well enough fpent, if but 
one of two thoufand feven hundred children and youths I baptized, obtains falvation 
through my miniftry. F. Michael Angelo, before he departed this life, told me he 
had baptized three hundred and fixteen ; and it is no wonder we fhould baptize fo 
many in fo Ihort a time, the people being innumerable. A Black told me that a Maco- 
lonte had got fifty-two children upon feveral women. God of his mercy preferve thofe 
that for the future fhall be appointed for this miffion, for fear if they fail, all thofe 
people fhould turn Pagans. Beit all to the glory of God, whofe judgments are incom- 
prehenfible, and the means he ufes for our falvation various and wonderful in all 
refpe&s. I defire the readers to pray for thofe poor converted Ethiopians, that they 
may perfevere in the faith of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and that we may all together attain 
to our defired port of the kingdom of heaven. Amen. 
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SEVERAL OTHER COUNTRIES, CHIEFLY IN SOUTHERN AFRICK. 

By Father Jerom Merollada Sorrento, a Capuchin and Apofiolic Mi/ftoner in the Year 1682. 
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THE AUTHOR’S PREFACE. 

T HE author of our falvation Chrift Jefus, the only begotten Son of God, defcending 
from the bofom of his Father to vifit our tottering manfions here on earth, never 
had greater defires than to teach us by his word and works the fecure and infallible way 
to heaven, and thereby to deliver us from the horrid and deplorable flavery defigned 
us by the devil and his minifters j and wherein we were all miferably involved by the 
fin of our firft parents. Hence it is, that after his molt glorious afcenfion, he com- 
manded his difciples to go preaching his mod holy word through all the habitable parts 
of the earth : and that in defence thereof, if neceffity fo require, they fhould be ready 
to Ched their deareft blood, which all the apoftles and martyrs have accordingly done 
in obedience to his moll holy commands, and for the good and propagation of the only 
true Catholic church. Now, becaufe the preaching of this word of God to a people 
that were wholly ignorant thereof before, was one of the greateft of fpiritual undertak- 
ings, Father Francis da Montelione, a Capuchin Friar, and native of the province of 
Sardinia, determined to go to Congo and other neighbouring kingdoms, to expofe his 
life for that purpofe ; and the rather by reafon that thofe people, efpecially the Giaghi, 
were fo far from paying any adoration to the true God, that they facrificed dire&ly to 
the devil ; and what is yet worfe, their oblations were not Iheep and oxen, but men 
and women. Being thus earneltly refolved, this Friar, inflamed folely by fervent 
charity, requefted of the facred college de propaganda fide , permifiion for himfelf and 
his companions to effeft what he had thus propofed ; and to the end he might not be 
thought to have any regard to felf-interell, he proffered to go gratis, thereby' depriving 
himfelf of what had always been accuftomed to be given by that college to miffioners, 
and trulling entirely to Divine Providence for fupport. Having obtained leave for him- 
felf, he further begged of the faid college that I might go as his companion 1 , which 
being likewife granted, I accepted the honour and great favour done me, though I was 
but little capable offo difficult an undertaking, either in refpeft of my health or ability. 
What follows is the product of fome few years’ obfervations in thofe parts, which, 
though Ihort and imperfect, yet I affure my readers is wholly true, and that efpecially 
which I have affirmed myfelf to have been an eye-witnefs of. 

Churchill’s ColL i. 521. 
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Authori pro Argumento Operis. 

QU1SQUIS amat Congi fines peragrarc nigranics , 

Africa et JFthiopum cernere regno , domus ; 

jEthram flammantem , multiplex clima l oc or uni , 

Diverfum tegmen corporis , ftigvzr ; 

Quadrupedian variam fobolem , variumque ferarwn 
Ortum , ferpeninm kihifcrumque genus ; 

Nubivagas acium turbos , volucrefquc loquaces , 

Fluminis et ponti fquamigerumquc pccus ; 

Qbliquos amnes , jucundo murmur e rivos 
Current eS) vajlos aquorcofque finus ; 

Ar'boreos feetus) ridentes gramme ripas , 

Plant arum fylvas , fried fe nan que nemus ; 

Multipliers frit bins, cpulas , cfcofque , cibofquc , 
humus Europe fundcrc no/lra ncquit ; 

Ajfeclus , mores) mturas , predict > ritus , 

FadlO) gnbernaculuni , yW mtdiebre Jim id ; 

Event US) cafus , pmfiontia ?nirc Jiuporem. 

Auribus ac mend) luminibufque fids . 

Pcrlegat hunc librum , qua dm namque vi debit) 

Ut propria fpe clans luce Me roll a rgfrrf. 

Fr. Angelus joe Neap, ProcAUDt/a 


A VOYAGE TO CONGO, 

PART I. 

the 5th of May, in the year of our Lord 3682, and under the pontificate of His 
Holinefs Pope Innocent XL, we fet fail from Naples in a felucca for Corfica and 
Sardinia, and arrived at Battia the capital city of the former, on Whitiunday, where, 
meeting with a Genoefe fhip ready to go for the falt-pits, the wind being favourable, we 
immediately went on board her, and foon came up with a large Genoefe floop, with 
only three men on board. We hailed her, and begged of the matter to tranljport u$ 
miffioners to the bay of Algheri in Sardinia, whither we were bound in quett of fome 
of our companions. . Our requeft being readily granted, we exchanged our veil'd, and 
coafted along the ifland, often endeavouring to enter the bay ; but the wind proving 
contrary, were as often forced back to fea. We had recourfe to our prayers, becaufe 
in great diftrefs for want of provifions : however the Divine Providence, that orders all 
things for the beft, faw it not convenient that we fhould be fo heard as to land where 
we defired ; and therefore, inftead of fufFering ns to proceed on our voyage, we were 
diiven back to a fnaall port near the point. Here my companion, being well acquainted 
with the country , would needs go alhore and climb a fmall mountain, intending to beg 
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a lamb for charity of any fhepherd he could meet ; as foon as he reached the top, he 
began to call out to us below with great earneftnefs, requiring us fpeedily to come up 
to him ; where, when we came, we plainly perceived that, had we turned the point, 
we had infallibly fallen into the clutches of a Tu.kifh corfair that lay there upon the 
catch. To be the better convinced of this, we took our glaffes, and found what he 
Ihewed us to be real ; befides that, fome coral barks he had chafed affured us of the 
truth of it. Then began our mailer to lift up his hands to heaven, and to offer up ac- 
knowledgments, with a flood of tears to St. Francis for having delivered both him and 
his companions front fo imminent a danger on our account. 

The night following, the pirate being wholly out of fight, and we probably out of 
danger, we went again on board our floop to profecute our interrupted voyage. In few 
hours after arriving at Algheri, we faw near an hundred Genoefe barks hilling for coral, 
which, it. foetus, greatly abounds in thole feas ; as alfo for tunny-fifh, and feveral other 
forts, whereof there is great plenty. At our landing in the bay, we immediately dis- 
patched a indlenger to the father-guardian of our monaftery, to acquaint him we were 
come afhoro, and to defire him to fend us a horfe to carry our baggage to the convent. 
Inf lead of a horfe he fent an ox, that being the beaft of burden commonly made ufe of 
in this country. 'This leemed very ftrange to me, efpecially when I underftood that he 
was like wife a pad upon occafion, and all this by reafon of the extreme fmallnefs of their 
horl'es ; which 1 was the more eafily induced to believe, when fome Pcrtugueie gentle- 
men told me that the fame was done in the iiland of Cabo Verde, i’ubjeet to them, 
where there was a breed between oxen and fhe-affes, which they compalied by binding 
a frefh cow’s hide 'upon the fhe-afs, and this to the end that the cattle bred of them 
might be expeditious. The confideration whereof I refer to philofophers. 

In this city I ftaid about a month, waiting for my companion, who was gone about 
the iiland in fearch of the other miffioners, who were to go with us to the kingdom of 
Congo. During my flay the bifhop of the diocefe made a folemn entry into the city, 
;uul ihewed ItimlUf to be much devoted and well affedted to our order ; for the next day 
after his arrival at his palace, he came to our convent to viiit us. Moreover, on the 
f'oafl of St. John Baptift, the patron of our church, he affifted with us at mafs. Like- 
wile, as a farther inflance of his favour, having been informed by fome of our brothers 
l hat L was going on a million to the Southern Afric, without any extraordinary provi- 
Jion of ncccffaries, he gave me a letter of recommendation to feveral. of his friends in 
Spain to lupply me with what I wanted ; which kindnefs of his, as it happened, was 
of no ufe to us, becaufe we touched at no port in Spain. 

My companion returning, brought along with him only one friar, named Father 
Francis de JLiitli, a preacher, the reft having been detained by fome bufmefs. ' All 
things being now difpatched here, and finding a fhip of Provence ready in the harbour, 
we itnmodhuely embarked and failed towards that country. The captain being nephew 
and brother to two of our order, ufed us very courteoufly, not only while we were on 
hoard him, but after our landing, inviting us to his houfe, where we ftaid for fome 
time ; and to complete his civility towards us, underltanding that the King of Portugal s 
jlcct waited at Villa Franca to carry His Royal Highnefs the Duke of Savoy to Portugal 
Av hit her he was going to folemnize his nuptials with the Infanta of that kingdom), he 
would needs take a felucca at his own charge to conduft us to that port, where v e foon 
after arrived, and were received with great joy and civilities by the. Port ugUefe com- 
manders, telling us that if we could not find conveniences elff where in their imps, we 
might oblige them in accepting of their own cabins. 

•3 
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Our fuperior, Father John da Romano, coming from Genoa with Father Amedeo da 
Vienna, and. a fecular prieft of Piedmont, -we all fix went afhore to a convent of our 
order, where we remained three months, and had every week a charitable fubfiftence 
of two wethers, a fmall calk of wine, and fufficient bread fent us by thofe gentlemen, 
belides other prefents made to the monaftery on our account. 

The delay the fleet made to fet fail lafted in all fix months, and which was occafioned 
by the duke of Savoy’s falling fick, and growing worfe every time, he refolded upon his 
departure ; which politicians tell us happened through the providence of God, and for 
the benefit of Italy. 

Not before the 4th of O&ober, being the feaft of our glorious patron of St. Francis, 
did the fleet put to fea, the wind north. For our better accommodation our fuperior 
had ordered our company to go but two in a fhip. Himfelf and his Piedmontefe com- 
panion went on board the admiral, the count of St. Vincent commander. I and Father 
Amedeo were in the fhip called the Fifcal, commanded by Signior Gonfalo dc Cafta; 
and the other two in Don Lewis Lobo’s fhip, named the St. Benedict. This laft perfon 
had been viceroy of the kingdom of Angola in Ethiopia. His Angular piety and kind- 
nefs to us was fo remarkable, that I cannot omit giving one particular inftancc of it. 
The ill: of November being come, when we were to bid a farewelto flelh, and the land 
of Portugal being in view, but which we could not reach that day, he fent a boat afhore 
on purpofe to fetch us refrefhment, to the end we might pafs the laft day of our carnival 
with the greater fatisfa&ion. 

On the 2d of November, being All-Souls day, we entered the port of Lifbon about 
fun-fet. The waters here are a proportional mixture of fait and fweet ; the latter being 
plentifully poured out by the river Tagus, fo famous for its golden fands, and not un- 
like the Lydian Pattolus, according to Juvenal and others : 

Quod Tagus, et rutila Padolus volvit arena. Juvenai. 

Hie certant Psctole tibi Duriufque Tagufque Sil. Ital. 

Quodque fuo Tagus amne vehit, fiuit ignibus Ovid. 

Here we were obliged to make ufe of a pilot, (this port being near as dangerous as 
the Fare of Medina,) and that by the King’s orders, to prevent any more wrecks, too 
many having happened here already. This kindnefs is uied towards friends, but as for 
enemies they are left to the mercy of many fharp rocks, and of fever al well-fortified 
caftles and forts. 

Our veffel coming to an anchor, we entered our boats and landed, not at the ufuat 
place Belem, or Bethlehem, by reafon of the too fwift eddy that ran there, but at the 
palace royal, between the hours of one and two at night. Not knowing the way to our 
monaftery, we endeavoured to get a guide, but there was none to be had, though a 
religious man that came with us, and was well provided, offered a confiderablc reward 
to any that would fhew us the way. At laft a negro native of Congo conducted us 
gratis, protefting the many favours and civilities his countrymen had received from the 
religious men of our nation moved him to it. ’ As foon as we came to the mo- 
naftery, after ringing the bell, our guide was ready to begone : we entreated him to 
accept of fome reward, or, at leaft, of a glafs or two of wine for a refreftiment : but 
though the people of that nation are immoderate lovers thereof, yet could he not be 
prevailed upon to accept of a drop, which made me have a more than ordinary affe&ion 
for the people of Congo. 


Whilft 
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. "Whilft I was at Lifbon I vifited the houfe where St. Anthony of Padua was born : it 
is now converted into a church ; and though rich in refpect of its ornaments, is good in 
regard of its ftrufture, being both low, and built in the angle of a ftreet. I vifited 
likewife the parochial church and font of baptifm of the fame faint : the church is now 
called St.Engraca, which, after it had been many years building with a vail expence, 
fell down, and was at this time erecting again. I likewife paid my devotion to the con- 
vent of the Canons Regulars, amongfl vhom St. Anthony lived for fome time, and 
whofe ilatue, in the habit of this order, is placed over their high altar. Their church 
is alfo the chapel-royal, and tire burying-place of the kings, and of feveral heroes of 
Portugal. 

I fliall not bufy tnyfelf in any farther defcription of this famous city of Lifbon, its 
worth being already fufficiently known, and its fituation admired. 1 fhall only add, 
that its port is fo large that it runs out thirty miles in length, though the bay before 
the city is but fix miles over, and that its cuftom-houfe is confiderably employed with 
entries of pearl, incenfe and ebony, from Arabia, of rubies and emeralds from Ben- 
gala, oi caffia and amber-greafe from Ethiopia, of cloves, cinnamon, and nutmegs 
from the Moluccoes, of {laves, ivory, and civet from Congo and Angola, of great 
varieties of filk and linen from India, of fugars, tobacco, and feveral forts of wood 
from Brazil, and of divers commodities from other places, which I have neither room 
nor leifure to enumerate here. 

Not having fpent above a month in this city, I looked out every day for a {hip to 
proceed onward on my voyage ; for this purpofe, I addreffed myfelf to a captain of a 
{hip, and defired of him to let me go as his chaplain to Brazil : he told me he could 
not accept of me as a chaplain, having one aboard him already, but go with him, I 
might if I pleafed as a palfenger. I thanked him kindly for his proffer, but withal 
acquainted him, that my fuperior had commanded me to go in no other capacity j and 
fo I took my leave of him. 

It happened a little after that another fhip bound for Brazil, having paid off her 
chaplain and left him afhore, fet fail with all imaginable expedition ; but fhe had not 
been many days at fea before Ibe was toffed with fo violent a tempeft, and threatened 
fo many ways with deftru&ion, that fhe was glad of a turn of wind to drive her back 
again to Lifbon : 4 the captain vowing never to fail again without his fpiritual guide at 
whatever rate. Upon his landing therefore, being acquainted that fome of us had a 
mind to go for Brazil, he courteoufly received and promifed me all the accommodation 
his veflel could afford, my companions being already provided. This coming to the 
firft captain’s ear whom I. before had applied myfelf to, he began, with what reafon I 
know not, to be in a great paffion, affirming that I ought not to have promifed another, 
fince he had firft proffered to carry me. The caufe of this ftickling about us I gueffed 
to be by reafon that we were to do our office at eafier rates, for Capuchins are to have 
only their table free : when by the laws of Portugal, a prieft or other religious perfon 
is to have not only his diet, but likewife a ftipend of fo much a month, and when he 
comes to land muft have moreover a houfe hired for him, and three Carlinos a day 
allowed him. This put the captain into fuch a paffion, that he threatened to challenge 
him that had taken me aboard, and would . have done it had not all the reft blamed 
and condemned his proceeding. 

The tft of December we went on board, but for want of a wind could not fail till 
the 8th, being the feaft of the Immaculate Conception : we were in all five {hips, in 
two of which went our other two companions, Father Amedeo da Vienna and Father 
Francis da Bitd. Having left Lifbon, I wafted a farewel figh towards the beautiful and 
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happy Europe, and immediately after we fell into the gulph of Mares, fo called from 
the furious agitation of its waves. We had now over againft us the ifland of Madeira, 
which before its being inhabited was all over woody, and thence had its name Madeira, 
in Spaniih fignifying wood, but after being difcovered, it was by fire rendered ex- 
ceedingly fertile. Its prefent inhabitants have a more than ordinary defire to a convent 
of our order among them ; but for want of religious men thofe pious inclinations have 
been laid afide. I am very fure that a gentleman of that ifland came once to Lifbom 
on purpofe to folicit that affair with the King of Portugal, at the requelt of the devout 
inhabitants. 

Prom Madeira to the ifland of Palma are threefcore and ten leagues : this Palma is 
one of the Canaries, and whither we mult go from Madeira with a ftrong convoy to 
prevent pirates : from thence we may fail forward unguarded without any fear of danger. 
Thofe that are bound for Brazil fleer towards the height of Cape Verd, fit u;ite in four- 
teen degrees of north latitude, and diftant from Palma about two hundred and fixk'en 
leagues. Sailing near three hundred leagues more, you come into the torrid zone, 
and have the fun perpendicularly over your head. Hence the latitude of either 
pole is reckoned by degrees, each of which is generally computed at fixty leagues ; 
but becaufe the degrees may differ in many reipects, I {hall leave their number of 
leagues undetermined. 

Our voyage now was fo profperous, that every fhort fpace of time we found our- 
felves considerably advanced : but notwithstanding the many b rifle gales of wind we 
had, the heat, by rcafon of the propinquity of the fun, was ftill prevalent ; and 
though we were in the midft of winter, made us confiderably fweat and languid). At 
length by the grace of God we paffed the equinoctial, when it has often happened that 
others have been kept under it for fome time with no fmull prejudice to their health, 
and frequent danger of their lives. 

I think I (hall not much interrupt the thread of my relation, if I mention here a 
certain ceremony ufed by the mariners the day they cut the line. A fort of court is 
erected among them, and by confent of the commanders : then two judges dreflbd ac- 
cordingly fit at a table, where they take full cognizance of all fuch as have not yet 
paffed the line ; thofe they find, they upbraid them with having lived fo many years, 
and not having yet cut the line; and then, as if it were a great crime, they multi 
them according to their quality : fuch as were not ready to pay their fines, or at lcaft 
willing to offer fomething, are feized in a trice, and by a rope about their middles 
hauled up to the main-yard-arm, whence they are let thrice fucceflively info the lea. 
From this punifhment or a fine none are exempt, and it is faid that with the latter they 
maintain a church. 

"Whilft the winds gently played their parts, we now began to devote ourfclves to 
fpiritual exercifes, continually celebrating mafs ; morning and night we lung the llolary, 
and in the evening the Litany. On holidays we had always a lermon preached by one 
or other of us. Our Jhip was dedicated to Our Saviour, the Blefied Virgin, and 
St. Jofeph, which made us to celebrate the Holy Nativity with more than ordinary. 1b- 
lemnity. Thofe merchants that were on board us not only adorned the altar with the 
richeft things they had, but likewife hung the outfides of our fiiip with lbveral carpets 
and rich clothes, the air being at that time ferene, and the fea calm. Having juft then 
finiihed my Lent, and it happening to fall out on a Friday, when we were obliged to 
fait by the rules of our order, .Providence fo ordered it, that that very night a flying 
filh of a confiderable bignefs darted againft our fails, and dropt down into our fhip : 
this filh, with a great deal of pleafure, our captain prefented me, and which was rc- 
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ceived with no fmall thanks by me ; for God knows how much I had fuffered during 
that whole courfe of my abftinence, fleffi being the only provihon of our {hip, and 
my conflant diet boiled lentiles, bifcuit, and {linking water. The difficulty of getting 
filh I believe was partly contrived by the feamen on purpofe to mak e me break my 
J,ent, they having often told me, that in fuch long voyages as this, there was no ob- ■ 
ligation to abflain from flelh ; but I thank God, not with Handing their opinion, I {till 
perfevered in my duty. 

On twelfth-day, about two in the morning, we difcovered a liar fo large and lumi- 
nous, as is almoft incredible to believe : the captain declared he had never feen the 
like, though he had failed thofe feas forty times. This, faid others, may probably be 
that guide which on this day conduced the Magi to Bethlehem. But for my part, I 
am of opinion it was no other than the planet Jupiter. 

During all this time we had but only one calm half day, and that the captain propofed 
to Ipend in fiffiing. Here it is molt wonderful, that having call the lead in that vaft 
ocean, and ten degrees from the line, we found but ninety foot water. Amoncr other 
filh we took one called the Dorado or Gilt-fiffi, and truly not without reafon, °having 
perfed rays of gold on his back, and being moreover excellent meat. This feems to 
me to be the fiffi Martial fpeaks of in his thirteenth book, where he fays, 

Non omnis pretium laudemcpie aurata meretur. 

i 

The prey this fiffi moft delights in is the flying fiffi, with which thefe feas greatly 
abound, and which is like to our fea-fwallows, and unlike them only in that it has a 
blue back: the flying filh has this particular unhappinefs, that it is neither fafe in Jli 
air nor in the fea, being perfecuted by the birds in the former, and by the golden fi 
in the latter. 

On the 17th of January we arrived at Baia, or the city of San Salvador in Brazil, 
fituatc in thirteen degrees of fouth latitude. The port of this city is not a little re- 
markable, whether it be for its capacioufnefs, or its fecurity for {hipping, the latter 
being occafioned by two mountains on either fide the entrance of it, as likewife by its 
diflance from the fea. 

At our landing we met a widow carried in a net with a pole through it oft the 
ffioulders of two black flaves, with morning clothes wrapped about them, and the 
net covered with a quilt, at the four corners whereof marched four women flaves. 
This at firft fight being a thing new to me, I took to be a corpfe going to be buried, 
and upon enquiry found it to be a Portuguese widow. I thereupon demanded, “ Why- 
being a Chriftian ffie had not a crofs carried before her and immediately out of pure 
charity and devotion fell to faying the de profundis for her foul. This occafioned an, 
immoderate laughter in the ftanders-by, who began to gather about me, whilfl: I hang- 
ing down my head, and perceiving my miflake of a living woman for a dead, was glad, 
to {leal off as fall as I could. 

The ordinary fort of thefe nets I fpoke of have only one pillow or cufhion in them 
whereon either to lie or fit : thofe for the women have a carpet under to fit on, and another 
over ; and the women flaves, whom they call Moccomas, being the fame -that wait on 
them in their chambers, walk by their fides. The richer fort of people have thefe 
coverings like to the tops of coaches, with curtains on each fide, but then the nets 
change their names to Palangas, and are much in ufe, not only in JJrazil, but likewife 
all over Ethiopia. 

This city of Baia or San Salvador is the metropolis of all Brafil, and has both a , 
governor equal in power to a viceroy, and an archbiffiop. The ihores of this king- 
vol. xvi, d d dora 
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dom are chiefly inhabited by Portuguefe, beginning at the river Della Plata, and extend- 
ing to that of the Amazons, as likewife up as far as poffible into the country. Be- 
yond, the natives have their refidehce. The principal traffic here is for tobacco and 
fugars, of which, every year, great quantities are fetched away by the Portuguefe 
. Ihips, and that not only from this city, but likewife down the rivers from San Francifco 
and Janeiro. 

To uphold the fugar-works, a vaft number of Haves is required, as well to plant and 
cultivate the canes, as to provide fufficient fuel for the prodigious furnaces that are em- 
ployed both night and day : feme there are who have no lefs than five hundred Haves 
for this purpofe, and whole labour is fo hard, and their fuftenance fo finall, that they are 
reckoned to live long if they hold out fevenyears. 

So great is the application of the Brazilians to this traffic of tobacco and fugars, that 
few or none take care to till the ground, or fow corn. Hence it is that all manner of 
provifions are exceflively dear in thofe parts. Their bread is generally made of the root 
of the herb Mandioca : the way they have to propagate it is by tearing off a branch of 
it, and burying it in the earth, when in a fhort time it will caff forth a root, and ffioot, 
up a folk and leaves like to our lupins. At certain feafons of the year they prefs the 
juice out of the ftalks and leaves by a fort of hand-mill, and that ferves them either for 
drink or broth. The fame cuftom is ufed likewife in the kingdom of Angola, and other 
places. 

Filh is extremely dear in this country, there being but very few that apply them- 
felves to catch it. Flelh likewife is at a great rate, and that by reafon of the great 
diftance of paftures, infomuch that cattle often either die by the way in bringing, or 
elfe are harraffed to ikin and bone by their journey. Water alfo, that neceflary ele- 
ment, is fcarce, and what they have is, for the moft part, brackilh fo that a traveller 
in, thefe parts muft of neceffity provide himfelf as well with this as with victuals. 

Fruit they have here of many excellent kinds, and which, though different from 
ours in Europe, yet is no lefs palatable and nourilhing. Among others, there is a fort 
of palm called Cocoa, whole nuts Ihoot out with a ftalk in a duller to the number of 
twenty, more or lefs, at the bottom of a thick crowd of long, lharp, and bending leaves, 
not unlike feythes : each of thefe nuts is of the bignefs of a flalk with its ftraw cloth- 
ing, with two rinds, whereof the latter being fawed afunder, ferves for cups to drink 
out of. Its fruit is of an excellent favour, and white as milk, but very fubllantial ; in 
the midft of it there is about an ordinary glafs-full of liquor, which, while the fruit is 
green, is in greater quantity, though not fo pleafant, but, as they fay, cooling ; yet 
when ripe, they fay it becomes hot. This fort of palm is to be found in Ethiopia and 
in the Eaft Indies, and, in time of year, by tapping, affords a great deal of wine. 
Here is another kind of fruit called Mamao, which grows on a tree moilly without 
branches, and whofe trunk is like to a beam adorned with leaves and fruit ; each leaf 
produces its fruit like to melons and pumkins in ffiew as well as tafte : the feed is like 
pepper, and has fomething of the tafte of it ; the ftalks on which the leaves grow, are 
long, like the fhoots of our vines in Europe, bowing with the weight of the larm leaves 
and four or five fpans long. 

Another fort of fruit-tree is the Banana, but which may rather be termed an affem- 
blage of leaves interwoven and twilled together fo neatly, that they form a plant about 
fifteen fpans high ; at the top it throws out one duller of fruit like to a bunch of thofe 
grapes which we, in Italian, call Corniole, and which is, of itfelf, a fuffident burden 
for one man : every berry of this duller is about a fpan long, and as thick as one's 
•wrift, with a rind like to an orange. When the fruit is once gathered, you cut down 
the tree to make it fprout anew, infomuch that being once planted, and thus ordered 
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it will often be ready to offer a grateful return, to its planter. This fruit the natives cal- 
led Cacchio, and which, even while green, they gather and hang up in their houfes, 
where by degrees it ripens, and grows as yellow as gold : when dry, they cut it acrofs 
the middle, and it taftes much like to a dried fig of Calabria. The leaves of this plant 
are fo neatly {freaked and fleeked, that one would think they were rather the work of 
art than nature : they are generally about ten fpans long, and about three in breadth. 
Many are of opinion, and argue that thefe were the leaves our firfl parents covered 
their nakednefs with, after tranfgreffing the cfivine -precept in Paradife; which is not 
unlikely, becaufe of their length and breadth before-mentioned, and becaufe in fome 
countries this fort of fruit is called a fig ; and the Scripture tells us they made 
them aprons of fig-leaves : unlefs it were that fig, in India, which the Arabs and Per- 
fians call Mouz, and the Portuguefe the Indian fig, one leaf whereof ferves for a table- 


cloth at a feaft. 

The fruit Nicefi is much of the fame kind with the former, being produced by alike 
plant, and difag reeing only in, that thefe are fomewhat lefs. This fruit being cut in 
the middle, or any ways except in length, fhews a fort of {ketch or rough draught of 
a crucifix, and which I take to be more wonderful than that of the fruit of the plane 
Baruth, vulgarly called the Paradife fig, wherein, when cut, is to be feen plainly the 
impreffion of the Greek letter tan , when in this our fruit is as eafy to be difcovered the 
figure of our Saviour upon the crofs. . 

Por want of a conveniency to carry me farther up into the country, I was fain fome- 
times to rely upon the relations of others, but then I always took care to take them 
from perfons of credit and natives of the place. I was told that, higher up, there 
were vaft woods of large citron-trees, which feems not improbable, if we confider the 
great quantity of candied citron-peel preferved, and brought yearly from thence.. To 
ripen them, they bend down the tendereft branches of the tree, and cover the citrons 
With earth, whereby they loon become foft and yellow, and are pleafant to eat. I for- 
bear to mention the many fruits that are to be found in thefe woods, and will confine 
myfelf to fpcak briefly of the trees. 

The trees in the foreft are fome of them fo vaftly great, that large boats, called 
Cauoos, are made out of them all of a piece. One of thefe I faw in the port of Baia, 
higher than one of our feluccas, as broad, and of length fufficient for ten or eleven 
men to row with long oars, having only the rudder added to it from another tree. This 
I mail tell you was fomething extraordinary, for commonly they row thefe boats with 
oars like {hovels, and that, Handing more or lefs on a fide as , occafion ferves. lhe 
Indian filhers have other forts of boats made of reeds raddled together, and which lerve 
their turn well enough, for they value nor. the waters coming in, having no clothes to 
fpoil. In this country there is great quantity of the wood called Brazil wood, feme red 
of the colour of porphyry, and another fort quite black like ebony. Here are alfo fome 
trees that diftil the true balm, others that produce a kind of oil, called by the natives 
Coppaiua, and which is an abfolute cure for green wounds, as likewife a remedy againit. 
old aches, and good to comfort the ftomach. A third fort called .Almefega, which 
diftils a liquor like to frankincenfe, and ferves to heal contufions andbrmfes in any part 
of the body, and moreover comforts the ftomach if taken inwardly. There are alio 
fome plants to be met with here named Bicoiua, or nutmeg, whofe juice is a great; 
relief againft, if not an abfolute cure for, fluxes and gripes. , . 

Not many years fince cinnamon was firft ordered to be brought hither by the Kuig 
of Portugal from the Eaft Indies, with exprefs command to the captains of tops, that 
they ihould deliver it to the reverend fathers of the Society , of Jefus, whq *bout four 
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miles from the city of Baia, have a marlh belonging to them, whore it has thrived to a 
miracle. The birds likewife, by picking the feed, and dropping it about the country, 
have mightily contributed towards its increafe ; for when I was there, I few many little 
trees of it in feveral places, and which could not have come thither by any other means. 
.Alfo at my being there, the trees that were firft planted were begun to be Hawed, and 
about fourteen pounds of the bark ready to be fent as the firft -fruits to the King. 

I imagine I fhall not much ftray from my fubject, if I give fome light here into the 
origin of the natives of this country from a certain Francifcan writer, who writ in the 
Portuguefe tongue, and had his information from the ’Hollanders. He lays,' that thefe 
people came from the iilands of Swedeland, either becaufe of the great colds that reign ■ 
there, or being thrown on thefe coafts by a tempeft. The Indian natives of Brazil 
have the name of Tabareos, andthofe born of a Portuguefe and a native are called 
Cabollos. The former fort are of a brownilh complexion, have longftraight hair, with' 
little round eyes, and thick well-fet bodies of a middle frze: their clothing is- no more 
than they came into the world with : they maintain themfelves with hunting and fruit, . 
which is the reafon that they feldom continue long in one place, but wander about 
according to the feafons proper for that purpofe. Sometimes they feed upon man's 
flefh, and that upon the following occafion : when any one of their relations or friends 
fall defperately fick, before he grows worfe they knock him on the head, and cutting 
his body to pieces, diftribute it amongft the reft to eat ; alleging, “ that it is much 
more honourable for him to be devoured by them, than to be preyed upon by worms , 
and infedts.” And thus, as they have lived like beafts, fo, like beads, they die. 

I was told by one Father Martin, a Capuchin, who had lived fourteen years in thofe 
parts, and was then fuperior, that thefe fort of people are very apprehenfive and docible, , 
and that though they could not read, yet they would fing and affift at mafs and vefpcrs. 
This Father told ipe likewife,. that he had brought over great numbers' of them to tile- 
true faith, and that they were in appearance fo good Chriftians, that, when they wore at 
church, (I fpeak this to our confufton and ihame,) they might be feen kneeling on both 
knees like ftatues, without the leaft motion; and though they heard any noife, not one- 
of them would offer to look behind him, or fpeak the leaft word, thinking it a facrilege. 
Pie added further, that at firft he found great difficulties in learning their language, but 
that at length, in the fpaceof four years, he made himfelf an abfolute mafter of it. 

And becaufe that thefe people lived without a ruler and government, when he came- 
among them, the feme Father chofe out the belt among them for their governor, and 
whom the reft readily obeyed. He then reduced them to our way of living, and. 
brought them to eat their meat at due times of the day, whereas before the pot was- 
always ready, and they did little elfebut eat and drink. He taught them alfo to - plant 
their Mandioca fpoken of before, and inftrufted them in the art of fpinning and weav- 
ing their cotton, to the end that they might conceal thofe parts which decency require- 
Ihould he hid. He told me likewife, that before that time he had met with but one 
among a great number that had any thing to cover his nakednefs, and that was given: 
him by a miflioner. ° 

This Father, in procefs of time, becoming perfedly fkilled in their language, and' 
being 'moreover well-beloved by them, had a more than ordinary opportunity to incul- 
cate religion into them ; and wlr'ch undertaking of his was likewife facilitated by their 
having no idols or worfhip among them at the time of his attempting it. Their notions 
of a deity are, that there are two great perfons much, in favour with God, and they, 
pray for them continually ; but who thefe perfons are they cannot tell yet, which 
may be eafily excufed, in regard that, fome of t-hetn believe nothing at all. How- 



MEROILA’s VOYAGE TO CONGO. 


2C5 


zealous they are for their new religion may be feen by the following inftkfcbi.-r 
A certain wizard, inftruaed perhaps in his hellifh fcience by fome Black! '■iSt 
J™, rU A/r fl '° m * heir rafters , was on a time feized by them, and carried before 
lather Martin, by whom, being_ lharply reproved for his wicked pra&ices, he was let 
go, on condition that he Ihould iorfake his horrid profeffion. But this readinefs of his 
to promife rather proceeded from want of liberty than from any inclination to recant * 
lnlormich, that in a very fhort time herelapfed into his former error, and was feized a 
iecond time ,by fuch as did not think fit to releafe him any more without the lofs of his 
V . s ^ one ’ the y dragged his body before Father Martin, to whom they addrefled 
themfelves in thefe words : “ O dear Father, you are too forward in forgiving : thefe fort 
of people may prove a great check to the growth of our new religion, and therefore we 
have lopped oft the head of this wicked wizard, to prevent his doing any more mifchief 
among- us. Here are his head and body to difpofe of as you fhall bell think fit.” And to 
give them their due, they are more than ordinarily careful to proteQ: the facred truths 
eftablifhed among them. 

d he flcfh they eat is generally that of wild creatures, killed by them in great abun- 
dance with their bows ; and efpecially of a fort of ferpent called Bomma, which they 
love inordinately. This ferpent, after he has well filled his belly, falls afleep 5 and 
being fo found by the hunters, they dart their arrows into him, and kill him. They 
fay his flefh is exceedingly white, and well relilhed, and in fatnefs much like a hog-. 
After they have cut off his head, and torn away his bowels, they devour the reft of it 
greedily. At a certain feaft in Baia, I obferved the windows, inftead of tapeftry and 
arras, adorned with the fkins of thefe ferpents, §s wide as that of a large ox, and long 
in proportion. & ' 


Father Martin having taken care that the Indian governor elefted byhimfhould pay 
obedience to the Portuguefe, it foon happened that a mutual commerce was eftablifhed 
between both nations ; and though the merchandize of the former was but of fmall re- 
turns, yet it neverthelefs ferved them to clothe their nakednefs, and to furnifh them 
with iron for their ufes. The things they traded in were chiefly Brazil wood, fkins of 
beafts, divers forts of monkeys, parrots of all kinds, and the like. Of thefe laft, the 
hens are called, in the Indian language, Coricas, and are obferved to be far more lo- 
quacious than the cocks. Araras are another fort ; thefe are about the bignefs of our' 
capons, and have long tails of divers colours. The paroquets are equal to our thrufhes 
'in bignefs, and generally green, whereas the others, for the moft part, are grey and-, 
crimfon. They all imitate the human voice when taught. 

Apes and monkeys, likewife, they have of all kinds, but none without tails. One of ' 
thefe forts is very much efteemed ; but no lefs difficult to tranfport into any part of 
Europe, becaufe of the cold ; they are called Sagoris, or Sagorini, are no bigger than 
dormice, and are kept in cotton in muffs. Thofe few monkeys that are brought to 
Portugal are bought by the ladies there for about a piftole a-piece ; and if they be of 
both fexes, the price is much greater, and they ferve for a confiderable-prefent. . Thefe, . 
and many other things no lefs curious than gallant, are brought by thefe people to fell, 
to the Portuguefe all along the coafts of Brazil. Such among them as have no genius ; 
to trading voluntarily lift themfelves in the Portuguefe fervice for.fo much a. month or: 
a year. 

Becaufe I have before begun to fpeak of birds, I will here give, fome fhort account of 
the oftrich ; if I may have leave to call that a bird, which is more beholden to its legs 
than its wings. In this country the oftrich is called Hiema, and is of. that largenefs as 


may 
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may be gueffed at by the dimenfions of its egg : I have feen both young and old, little 
and great, of them : their feathers are of a light brown, and their wings ftrengthencd 
by a double joint. They eat all forts of food, and will digeft wood and iron, both 
■which they greedily devour. Their eggs they lay in the fand, wherewith they cover 
them, I know not whether out of defign that it lhould ferve them for a tomb or a 
cradle ; for it often happens that, not remembering where they have laid them, they 
by miftake hatch thofe of another, and the chicken is no fooner out of the ihell but it. 
Ihifts for itfelf. When they run from you, they only raife one wing, and for the reft 
truft to their feet, whereon they have but two claws on each. They are fo fwilt, that, 
provided they have the wind for them, (which they always take a great deal of care to 
procure,) they will out-run a horfe in his full career. When the hunters have a mind 
to take them, they always follow them full fpeed, and with a long hook ftrctched forth 
catch them, if can, by the neck ; which, if accompliflhed, they foon conquer, and 
have enough to boaft of all the remainder of their lives. 

Before I leave Brazil to proceed on my voyage, I mull; take notice of another fort of 
hunting there, and that not of animals by men, but, on the contrary, of men by animals, 
and thofe.of the fmalleft fize. You muft know, then, that here is a fort of worms alrnoft 
invifibie, which are called, in the country language, Nigua, which, hopping upon men’s 
toes for fome time like fleas, afterwards penetrate the {kin, and hide themfelves between 
the flefh and nails of the toes. This at firft gives a pleafant tickling, but at length they 
grow to the bignefs of a vetch, and occafion a great deal of pain, reducing the patient, 
if not timely prevented, to a manifeft danger of either lofing his toe or foot. W hen they 
have thus entered the {kin, the only way to get rid of them, and reftore the part, is by 
paring away the flefh, fo far at lean as is infected ; for they are of a fort of venomous 
, nature, and will rot and corrupt whatever they lie long upon. For my part, I have 
experienced both the pain and the danger of them. But a certain French friar of our 
order was more particularly plagued with them ; for had he not had fpeedy recourfe to 
a Ikilful furgeon, he had infallibly loft all his toes. 

Some will needs have thefe worms to be one of the ten plagues of Egypt, fent by 
God to humble Pharoah ; and Father Michael Angelo de Guattini, a Capuchin mif- 
fioner to the kingdom of Congo, hints as much in a letter to his father from Fcrnam* 
buco. 

In the iflands of Cape Verde there is another fort of worms that penetrate the heel, 
and thence creep up under the {kin like a horfe-hair. The way to extirpate thefe is 
either to fcarify the flefh as before, and fo flop their progrefs ; or elfe to feize them by 
one end, and by little and little to draw them out whole. Of - this fort Della Valle 
fpeaks in his travels ; but his, it feemd, were of a more contagious kind, and of a much 
longer fize. 1 

During my flay at Baia, however diverted, my mind ftill ran on purfuing my 
voyage, and confequently my chiefeft bufinefs was to enquire for {hips bound for 
Africa. We were but three of us, and heard of one, but that was not to depart 
in four months; therefore fo s great delay could not at all fuit with our defires to 
be gone. At laft we lighted on a fmack or brigantine, which was to fet fail the firft 
fair wind, and whofe captain proffered to carry us to Angola. His kindnefs we 
readily accepted : but whilft we thought ourfelves fecure of a paffage, the governor 
of Brazil commanded him to tranfport nine prifoners in chains to Angola, axnongft 
whom was his own fecretary, difgraced for fpeaking difrefpe&fully qf his mafter ; 
and for his greater punilhment, chained by the leg and arm with a Black flaye, 
The captain having received thefe orders, excufed himfelf of his promife to us, alledg- 
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ing that he had not room in his Ihip for us all, and therefore defired we would 
provide ourfelves elfewhere. This, however, did not difcourage us, for we imme- 
diately applied ourfelves to the governor, and begged of him to let part at leaft of 
the prifoners be left a-fhore, that we might proceed on our million. He was fo far 
from yielding to our' requeft, that he commanded that we likewife lhould be gone on 
board, not caring whether there were any accommodations for us in the Ihip or no. 
He was obeyed, but fcarce were we got out of the port, before the captain (whether 
moved by zeal or gold, I won’t determine) called me to his crew, and alked them, 
where we poor Capuchins lhould lie, alledging that it was both his and their duty to 
take care of us. And fo hoifting out the long boat, he put the fecretary and two other 
prifoners into it, and fent them alhore, and I believe he had done as much for the reft 
had they prefented him, by which means we got fome accommodation. We after- 
wards heard that this fecretary proved fo great a thorn'in his mailer’s fide, and fecretly 
raifed fo powerful a faction againft him, that in a Ihort time he occafioned him to be 
feizecl and fent to Lifbon. This it feems has been a common pra&ice in the Portuguefe 
colonies at fo great diftance from court ; for whenever they do not like a governor, 
they forthwith embark and fend him home, and he ought to be thankful if he efcapes 
fo. . The fame has been fometimes done in the kingdom of Angola, and elfewhere in 
the Portugal dominions. If the fucceeding governor does not bring a general pardon 
for all delinquents, he is not admitted alhore ; and this becaufe of their having once 
been called to account and feverely punilhed for want of fuch policy. 

Seventy-feven days were we cooped up in this fmack without difcovering land ; but 
what moll grieved us was, that we could not fay in all that time that we had feen either 
Iky or fea, being kept down in the hold continually to avoid the rain or waves. To- 
wards the Cape of Good Hope we met a furious tempell, whofe vehemence broke 
down part of our prow, and we faw ourfelves at death’s door ; but at length through 
God’s grace, and the diligence of the Teamen, that danger was removed. All the 
while the pilot was extremely concerned that we faw no land, when by his computation 
it lhould have appeared at leaft eight days before. Neverthelefs, at length we had 
fight of it, and found ourfelves much nearer to it than we thought we had been. Then 
began joy to Ihine out in each man’s countenance, and a feall was ordered throughout 
-the whole Ihip ; and the pilot was fo well pleafed, that he gave the feamaa a pair of 
filk-ftockings who firft brought him news of the land. 

After this we put our boat to fea, and fome of the Ihip’s company going in her a 
filhing, had fo good luck in a very Ihort time, as almoft to fill her with excellent filh. 
This fight furprifed me, and put me in mind of the fea of Genefarette, where the 
apollles, through oar Saviour’s bleffing, had the like good fortune. We left the boat 
at fea all that night, faftened only with a rope to our fmack, and with two men in her. 
Ab out five hours after night, a whale happening to pafs between the boat and the fmack, 
broke the rope in two, and fet the boat adrift; which was not all, for Ihe gave fuch a 
Ihock to the vefiel, as put out the light at the bittake, and the ileerfman being in the 
dark, we were in evident danger of being loft, and mull have inevitably periflied, had 
Ihe taken us acrofs the middle of our keel 'The night was exceedingly dark, infomuch 
that we could by no means difcover which way the men and boat were driven ; there- 
fore we furled our fails, and laid by, and at the fame time threw up fome fire-works 
in the air to ferve for a guide to thofe miferable wretches to find us ; who at length 
appeared, when we had given them over to be loft. 

Amongft other filh obferved by me in thefe dangerous feas, js the lhark ; his nature 
is to follow Ihips in hopes of prey. His head is like that of a dog, and his bignefs more 
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-or lefs according to his age $ but generally at full growth as thick as an ox. Ho has 
.a very large mouth, and a treble row of exceedingly fharp teeth. When he eats, his 
upper jaw only moves ; and man’s flefh is one of the greateft of his dainties. Our ma- 
riners with a bait of fait beef took one of them, but in hoifting him up to the Ihip he 
efcaped ; yet throwing in the hook fpeedily he was taken again. Having opened his 
belly, we found therein a great many of the bones of meat which we had thrown for 
feveral days into the fea ; and whereby it appeared that he had followed us for fonic 
time. I obferving that his heart beat long after it was tom from his entrails, took it up 
and kept it till the next day ; when going to view it again, to my great wonder, it ihll 
panted. This fifh always fwims attended by a great many little ones of divers colours, 
and which fome will have to fubfift upon the {team that flies from his mouth. Thefe 
little fifh are called by the Portuguefe Romeiros, which fignifies pilgrims. There is 
.another fort of about a fpan long which flick to him, with their bellies upwards, and 
nofes like nutmeg-graters ; thefe have the name of Pegadores, that is, flickers, from 
this aftion. They are mentioned by F. di Gennaro, in his Sacred Oriental, lib. i. c. 7. 

That this fhark-fifh is more than ordinarily greedy of man’s flefh, may appear by 
the following inftance : — Our fhip having a brifk gale of wind moft of the way between 
Lifbon and Brazil, a poor mariner about break of day happened to drop off the yard- 
arm into the fea. At this accident the fentry immediately gave notice, which ocea- 
fioned us all to come fpeedily running to the man’s affiftance ; fome threw overboard to 
him whatever planks they could find, whilft others endeavoured to tack about the fhip j 
but all in vain, for being under fo full fail we made too much way. At laft finding 
all means to fave him fruitlefs, I caufed one to call out to him from the poop of the fhip 
to give a fignof confeffion ; which the unhappy wretch immediately did, by holding tip 
his arm ; which I perceiving gave him abfolution, and then he foon funk. Not long 
after I fpieda fhark-fifh, half above and half under water, rather flying than fwhnming 
towards .the body j which was a terrible fight to all, but more particularly touched me 
to the heart 

Another fort of fifh we faw, whofe name is Bonitto, as large as the Iantern-fifh, and 
•of a yellow and green colour 5 but which the more pleafing it was to our fight, the 
more pernicious it would have proved to us had we eaten of it, for it caufes fudden 
death, which makes the fifhermen as foon as taken to throw it away. 

The birds that fly moft about in thefe feas are Alcatraci, a fort of fea-gulls as big as 
geefe, of a brownifh colour, with long beaks, wherewith they take fifh : and which 
they feed on, either upon the furface of the water, or after they are up in the air. 
At night when they are difpofed to fleep, they dart themfelves aloft as high as poflible, 
and putting their head under one wing, fupport themfelves for fome time with the other ; 
but becaufe the weight of their bodies muft needs force them down again at laft, they 
no fooner come to the water but they retake their flight, and both which being often 
repeated, . they rhay in a manner be faid to fleep waking. Oftentimes it happens that 
they fall into the Blips as they fail, and into ours there fell two one night, and one 
another ; thofe that know the nature of them, farther fay, that in rime of year they 
- always go on fhore to build their nefts, and that in the. highefl places, whereby they 
facilitate their flight, having but fhort feet, and thofe large like unto a goofe. . Of this 
we made an experiment upon them that fell into our fhip, and found tfmt being left at 
liberty upon the plain deck, they could by no means raife themfelves. ’ 

"Before we had a fight of the Cape of Good Hope, we faw feveral other birds called 
Velvet-ileeves, as large as geefe ; exceedingly white, and with long black bills. Thefe, 
like the pigeons out of the ark, were as fo many meffengers £0 inform us that the land 
was at hand, their cuflom being a days to flutter about upon the waves, and at night 

to 
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to return to the fhore to reft; the fight of them makes the featnen leap, and cry, out 
for joy like madmen. 

There, are alfo other figns of land being near, as thofe they call the Caravels of Bri- 
fany, being weeds, or rather reeds like the Indian canes ; or rather like grafs, but as 
thick as one’s finger, thrown out by the rivers, and which feem at a diftance to be a 
fmall ifland fixed in the ocean, being met fometimes an hundred miles at fea. Whilifc 
we failed along the coafts, fome of the feamen would needs fhew me a great crofs cut 
in a mountain, and which they told me was made there long before thofe countries were 
difcovered by the Europeans. But notwithftanding all the diligence I could ufe, with 
the help of a profpe&ive glafs, I could not perceive it by reafon of the great motion 
of the fhip. I alked them who was fuppofed to have introduced this fign of our falva- 
tion amongft thofe ignorant pagans ; but they could give me no manner of fadsfaction. 

Now we are coafting along the fhore of the Cape of Good Hope, I imagine it will 
not feem any ways improper to difcourfe of fomething relating to the inhabitants of this 
country. By the relations of many, thofe people are faid not to have the gift of human 
voice, but to underftand each other only by a fort of hiffing tone, and motion of the 
Ups 5 likewife that whatever pains have been taken with them, they could never 
hitherto be brought to fpeak articulately. Inflead of clothing in winter-time, they 
generally anoint their bodies all over with a certain liquor diftilled from a tree ; and 
which the better to fettle upon their Ikins, they bedaub themfelves fufficiently with wild 
oxen dung, which when dried and hardened, cannot be eafxly got off. When they 
would take off that crafted coat, they do it with hot water, which leaves them naked 
qs before, as they go in hot weather, and eat much flefh. Which makes me fay with 
Ovid in his De Triftibus, lib. v. el. 7. 

Sive homines, non funt homines hoc nomine digni. 

The Porluguefe call them Papagentes, that is, men-eaters, on account of fome acci- 
dents that have happened there, one of which that was told me I will infert. 

In one of the ports formed by nature, where there are many on thefe coafts capable 
of receiving two or three thoufand fhips each, a certain veffel came to an anchor j the 
captain with fome of his crew going afhore well armed, and happened to ftray a little 
further than ordinary from his companions, faw two women entirely black and naked 
carrying of wood. Thefe women, at the fight of a white man, began to ftand ftill ; 
which we perceiving, and being willing to encourage them, threw them down feveral 
trifles, fucfi as fine knives, glafs, coral, and the like. At this they immediately caft 
away their burdens, and fell to gathering up the toys, leaping and dancing about the 
captain. This pleafed him fo well, that he was refolved to have as much of it as he 
could, and for that end fquatted himfelf down on the grafs. They perceiving his 
fecurity, continued their gambols for fome time j but at length one of them feizing 
him behind acrofs the arms, and the other catching up his- feet at the fame time, flew 
away with him with fuch dexterity and fwiftnefs, that it was impofiible for his com- 
panions, who both faw and heard him cry out, either to refcue or come near him. 
Being deprived of all hopes of recovering him, they thought it advifable to return to 
their fliip, where they reflected on the barbarous banquet thofe, rather beafts than 
human creatures, were to make that night. 

To confirm the probability of this ftory, Father Michael Angelo de Guattina relates 
»n a letter to his father from Loanda, a city in this country, that whilft he was failing 
along thefe coafts, not above a mufquet-fhot from fhore, the pilot of the ihip went 
TO** XVI. EJ 5 
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afhore to eafe himfelf ; but fcarce was he out of the long-boat before he leaped back 
again with great furprife and amazement, having it feems difcovered behind a rock, 
abundance of filh drying at a great fire, by which he underftood the Papagentes were 
not far off, and put him into fuch a fright, that he never thought of the bufinefs he 
went about in three days after. 

Another ftory I have heard as follows : — The captain of a certain Chip having been in 
a great ftortn, drove into one of thefe ports to repair his damage ; his paffengers going 
afhore to look about them, difcovered at a diftance a fort of fea-monfters like unto 
men, and that not only in their figures, but likewife in their a&ions ; for they faw 
them plainly gather a great quantity of a certain herb, with which they immediately 
plunged themfelves into the fea. Having obferved what fort of herb this was, the 
paffengers gathered feveral bundles of it likewife, and laid the fame upon the fhore ; 
the fea-mondors returning, and finding it ready gathered to their hands, took it up 
and plunged into the fea as before. But, O the great example of gratitude that reigns 
even in the deeps ! Thefe creatures knowing themfelves to have been obliged, forth- 
with drew, from the bottom of the fea a great quantity of coral, and other fea-herbs, 
and carrying them afhore, laid them in the fame place where they had found the herbs. 
This being repeated feveral times, the paffengers thought thefe creatures endeavoured 
to exceed them in benefits ; and therefore as a great rarity, fcarce to be paralleled even 
in rational animals, they refolved if poffible to take them. For this purpofc they pro- 
cured a net from the fhip, and pitched it in a proper place ; but though their defign 
fucceeded fo far as to take them, yet could not they hold them, they fhewing their* 
another human trick, which was by lifting up the net and making their efcape, never 
appearing there after as long as the fhip ftaid. 

Another relation I have had made me, which may not be improper to infert here : — 
The Portuguefe, for the conveniency of failing thofe ftormy feas, would needs fomc 
years fince make a certain experiment on thefe parts. For this end they brought from 
Lifbon fix or eight condemned perfons, and left them in one of the three points of the 
Cape of Good Hope, with provifions of all things fufficient for a year. Thefe men 
they commanded to take ftri£t notice of all mutations of feafons, of the climate, the 
land and the fea j and withal enjoined them to let nothing pafs of any moment each day 
they were there ; promifing them withal, that if they obferved thefe iheir commands, 
they would come the next year and fetch them away, and give them their liberty to- 
boot. Thefe wretches being thus left, initead of efcaping deftruCtion, met a more 
than common fate by there means for in a fhort time, through the exceflive cold that 
reigns there, more than in any other of the points of the faid Cape, they were all 
frozen to death. At the return of the Ihips, the laft of them that furvived having 
obferved many particulars, and related the manner of his other companions’ deaths, 
was found frozen to a (tone with a pen in his hand. . The laft thing remarked by him, 
was, “ That the greatefl fire was fcarce capable of overcoming the moil intenfe cold 
of this country.” But all this I mult fubmit to the reader, having it only by hearfay, 
and not having experienced it myfelf. 

After three or four days failing along thefe coafts right afore the wind, we entered a 
port in the kingdom of Banchella, or Banquella, a conqueft of the Portuguefe. Here 
the people, through a bad temperature of the air, which infe&s their victuals, have all 
the countenances of death, fpeak with broken voices, and as one may fay, can fcarce 
keep their fouls between their teeth. Our arrival being but juft known, the vicar- 
general came to vifit us at one o’clock in the morning, bringing along with him feveral 
refrefhments of fieih, fruit, and herbs. At this unexpected charity and civility, we 
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■were at firft furprifed ; but after we came to know that both he, and four of his 
brethren, had been bred in our monafleries, that wonder ceafed. This vicar may be 
faid to be general only over himfelf, there being no Catholic prieft in all this country 
but he. 

Some years part there was another million of our order into thefe parts ; but becaufe 
the chief man gave no good example himfelf, few of the Blacks were converted, and 
thofe that were gave but little attention to what was taught them, giving for reafon, 
“ i hat if the law of God was fo negligently obferved by Whites, how could they be 
cxpcdted to pra&ife it more devoutly ?” The laft two of the friars employed at that 
time, died martyrs to their lenity ; for they chufing rather to admonifh than correct, 
to exhort than reprove a certain great man of a fcandalous life, in about eight days 
time died of poifon, thereby terminating both their million and their lives : the truth 
of this ought not to be doubted of, becaufe it was the common talk when I was there. 
The other Pagans that live up higher in the country, lead the infamous life of the 
Giaghi, a people that lhall be fpoken of more at large hereafter. 

As foon as day-light appeared we went on fhore to return thanks to Almighty God 
for our fafe arrival. Here the firft thing I obferved was, a great abundance of date- 
trees, which it feems of all Lower ./Ethiopia flourilh molt in thefe parts, though in 
goodncfs they are far inferior to thofe of the eaft. 1 likewife took notice of many 
arbours and walks of vines, which, by reafon of the moiftnefs of the earth, fprings 
being every where near the furface, produce grapes twice a year in great plenty. 
Nevertheless no wine is made, becaufe the excelfive heat that reigns here would rather 
putrify than purge it. Every houfe hereabouts has fpring-water, it lying not above 
two foot deep ; and which is the greater wonder, by reafon that it is fo near the fea. 

If this country abounds with bad men, it is no lefs productive of good beafts. Of 
elephants here are many, which with their ivory teeth bring great profit to thofe that 
lake them. The elk likewife, that fo much' defired and falutiferous beaft, is frequently 
to be met with in thefe parts ; and which for the virtue of one of his feet, has de- 
fervedly obtained, in the Congolau language, the name of Ncoco, fignifying The 
Excellent Beaft. It is only called in Spain La Gran Beftia, or the Great Beall. The 
way to find out in which foot the virtue lies, is by knocking him down ; when to re- 
cover himfelf . of the blow, he will immediately lift up that leg which is mail efficacious, 
and fcratch his ear. Then mull you be ready with a lharp fcymitar to lop off the 
medical limb, and you lhall find an infallible remedy againft the falling-ficknefs trea* 
lured up in his claws. Peter Cobero Sebaftian fays, in his travels, that he has feen 
many of thefe beafts in Poland. Thofe feen by me were of about the bignefs of little 
afl'es, of a brownilh colour, with long broad ears hanging down like to thofe of Englifh 
fpaniels. 

In thefe woods may alfo be found another creature, called by the natives Engalla, 
and much like unto a wild boar: the 'two tulks of which beaft being reduced to 
powder, expels fevers, evacuating by way of fweat the malignity of the diftemper. 
This powder being likewife made up with the juice of a palm-tree, called Mateba, com- 
pofes an admirable antidote. Here is alfo the unicorn, called by the Congolans Abada, 
whofe medicinal virtue being fufficiently known, needs not to be taken notice of. 
Thefe unicorns are very different from thofe commonly mentioned by authors ; and if 
you will believe what I have heard fay, there are none of that fort now to be found. 
A Theatine m i ffi oner to the Eaft Indies told me, at his return from Goa, that he had 
endeavoured to get one of thefe laft, but whatever diligence he ufed, he could by no 
means obtain it. Pie added moreover, that he had heard feveral of the Eailern people, 
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efpecially the Chinefe aftrologers, fay, that according to their computations thofe uni. 
corns all died the fame day that our Saviour died. What allulioti thefe can have to our 
Saviour may probably be from their chaitity, but I nnift leave all to my reader, who 
will condemn and approve as he thinks fit. The unicorn or Abada of this, country 
commonly arrives to the bignefs of an ox, and the male only has a horn in his fore- 
head : thefe have the fame virtue as the other fort, if taken young, and- before they’ 
have coupled ; for the old ones lofe much of their virtue by coupling. 

Thefe forefts likewife breed another four-footed animal called Zebra, not unlike a 
tvild mule : the fkin of this creature is fo beautiful, that one would rather take it for a 
fine woven filk than a hide : its beauty confilts of feveral equidiftant ltreaks (four fingers 
broad) of white and black, bordered on both fides with ruifet. This animal is no lels 
fwift than beautiful, infomuch that if the natives can but tame one of them, no price 
is thought too great to offer for it. Our fuperior, Father da Romano, amongfl other 
things, fent feveral Ikins of this bead: as a prefent to the great Duke pf Tul'eany. 

Here are alfo abundance of another kind of beads, called by the Negroes Impel l:ui« 
che, of about the bignefs of the foregoing, and in colour much like to what we call 
in horfes a forrel : thefe have ftraight twifted horns, by the feveral degrees of which 
wreathing, their age conies to be known. They have, in like manner, fome rdem- 
blance of a mule ; their flefh is white, and would be more in efteem were it not fpongy 
and infipid ; but in rutting time, fay the natives, it ought by no means to be oaten, 
for fear of doing harm. The fame is reported of the wild goat, that if it be eaten 
when it is luftful, it caufes fuch a rot in the feet that the toe-nails drop off. This is 
held to be fo infallible, that it can never mils. An inflance whereof happened in my 
time, in the following manner: — Some hunters having taken one of thefe goats, fuf- 
pefted of being in the aforefaid condition, brought it to our monaftery at Sogno to jell : 
our Fathers not knowing the nature of it, eat part of it, referving the reft for another 
time. This coming to the count’s ears, he came in mighty hafte to our convent, with 
a numerous attendance, and going direcftly into the kitchen, he commanded all the 
flefii to be thrown away, the veffels that it had touched to be broken, and would more- 
over have fet fire to the houfe as infectious , had not our Father remonftnited to him in 
an humble manner, “ That they were fenlible of no harm it had done them, and that 
they verily believed there was none to be feared upon that occafion : as alfo, that 
whatever milchief had formerly happened, it was rather to be attributed to fome other 
accident, than to any peftilential quality in the goat.” With thefe and the like reafons 
they at length prevailed on the count to depart, without doing them any farther 
damage. When thefe wild goats are old, there are certain ftones to be found in their 
bellies, not unlike to Bezoar ftones, and whereof thofe produced by the male are of 
the nobler kind, being experienced remedies in feveral cafes, efpecially in that of poifon. 
At the firft taking them out, they are foft and tender, but having been a-while in the 
air they begin to harden, and in a fhort time become perfect ftone. They muft be 
taken as foon as ever the beaft is killed, otherwife they will loon difl’olve. 

Another fort of hearts in this country are the Impanguezze, fo called by the natives : 
thefe are a kind of wild cows, whereof fome are red, others afo- colour, and fome quite 
black: they are all very fwift-footed, and have a pair of exceeding long horns in their 
foreheads. When they are wounded in the chafe, like wild bulls or buffaloes, they 
immediately face the affaulter, and if he does not inftantly take care to fave hiinfelf in 
fome tree or other, inftead of killing, he will be in no common danger of being 
miferably killed.. The flefh. of this beaft is very well relifhed and fubftantial ; its mar- 
row is an infallible remedy againlt cold humours and aches : of its fkin the Negroes 
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make targets, •which will refill the fwiftell force of an arrow, fo that if a man Hands 
bowing behind it he is altogether fafe. 

It is now high time to leave the wild bealls to range in the woods, and to come to 
fpeak of a certain brutilh cullom thefe people have amongft them in making of Haves, 
which I take not to be lawful for any perfon of a good confdence to buy here. 
Every one of thefe Negroes takes to wife as many women, be they Haves or free, it is 
no matter, as he can poffibly get : thefe women, by his confent, make it their bulinefs 
to charm men to their embraces, which, when they have done fo as to make them 
commit the a£fc, they prefently accufe them to their Barracan, fo they call their fup- 
pofed hulband, who, feigning himfelf to be in a great rage, immediately runs and 
imprifons the lovers ; afterwards, in a Ihort time, fells them to firangers, without being 
fubjedl to any account for fo doing : with the money he has thus unjuHly got, he 
buys other Ihe-flaves, which are permitted to do the fame thing ; fo that from time to 
time he is fuffered to go on in this wicked round without any manner of controul. Of 
thefe women I fancy Tibullus fpeaks, when he cries out, 

Ah crudele genus ! Nec fidum femina nomen. 

Ah pereat ! didicit fallere fiqua virmn, 

■There are others who, not by means of women, but of themfelves, going up into the 
country through pretence of jurifdi&ion, feize men. upon any trifling offence, and fell 
them for Haves. 

The current coin of this kingdom is little bits of glafs coral, brought hither by the 
Portugucfc, and which the natives call Mifangas : this they make ufe of not only for 
money, but likewife for ornament, making of them both bracelets and necklaces. The 
fo; ts and houfes of the Whites here are compofed of wood and clay, after this manner : 
two rows of ftrong polls are fixed in the earth, about two fpans afunder, and joined' 
together at top by foveral tranfverfe pieces of a fmaller lize. The fpace between thefe 
rows is filled up with clay well beaten, and fmoothed within-fide and without, and 
which being chequered with creafes, feem at firfl-fight to be a Hone-wall. The roofs 
are made with reeds, laid over rafters, as with us. This is all I could obferve of this 
country, having beeii but one day in it, and that in a continual hurry in preparing for 

our farther voyage. , . , 

After our departure hence, in four days fail, we reached the port or Angola, tne 
utmoH end of our defires, on the 6th of May, in about a year from our leaving of 

N ?referve the defeription of this city of Angola for another place, intending at- pre- 
fent to fpeak only of its port : this is as fecure as famous, being formed neither by 
art nor nature, but only by chance, having a long flip of fand thrown up by the lea, 
and forming a plain ifland, about ten leagues in length, about a mile from the city, 
behind which the {hips ride : the entrance into it is by two narrow, paffages at the 
extremities of the flip. Here all the drinking water ufed in the city is taken up, and 
the greateH wonder is, that it is frefhefl at the flood, and faltefl at the ebb. Here, 
and no where elfe on thefe coaHs, are caught crabs and lobflers, as likewife Cuttle nfn,. 
and thofe little fhell-fifh called Zimbi, which pafs for money. Heretofore the King of 
Congo referved the right of fifhing for thefe only to himfelf, but now the Portuguefe 
ufurp that liberty upon him. In the aforefaid pleaflint ifland, the citizens of Angola 
delfoht themfelves as much as the Neapolitans do in their retirement at Pofilippo : tor 
this'purpofe they have feveral little houfes there, which being intermixed with verdant 
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trees, afford a very delightful profpe£t. They likewife cultivate the earth in that ifland, 
which being well watered, proves not a little fertile. 

Being got into port, and our arrival known, the governor immediately gave notice 
thereof to our Father-fuperior, who forthwith fent Father Jol'eph da Seftri, and Father 
Francis da Pavia to bring us a-fliore. At our landing in the city, 1 could perceive joy 
in every countenance on the occafion, and which was feconded by the great civilities 
{hewed us by the citizens ; for as vve palled by their houfes, they not only fent us 
umbrellas to defend us from the fcorchirtg heat, but likewife to honour us. Being come 
to the church, our Fathers fang Te Dcum For our fal’e arrival. For eight days together 
we received viiits and treats 'from the principal perfons of the city, in return whereof 
we prefented them with fume fmall relies brought from Italy, which were ncvcrlhelclk 
accepted with a great deal of devotion and thanks. The accuftomed ceremony ufed at. 
the arrival of miflioners or a prefect, was not (hewn for us, by reafon that we were 
only three. The ceremony is this: — No (boner is the news fpread abroad that there 
are feveral Capuchin millioncrs couie into port, but our brethren, accompanied by the 
nobility and gentry of the city, go out to meet them : having received them into a 
barge, they conduct them a-fhore, where are ported a great number of White linging- 
boys, dreffed like Capuchins, who, going before in proccfiion, fmg all the way to the 
church, and afterwards perform TcDeum there : then the governor, and all the clergy 
and laity of the place, come to pay them their refpeds. 

In about a fortnight’s time I was obliged to depart front hence, with fome of our 
Fathers, who, although they had been here above nine months, were not yet gone out 
on their million, and that by reafon of their expelling the heat lhould abate, which it 
feems it is wont to do about this month of May, juft contrary to our country, where 
the cool weather begins with September rains. Father Jofeph Maria da Buffet to, u 
man of great learning and experience, chofc me for his companion in his million to 
Sogno, and afked rue ox our perfect, Father Paul Francis da Portonuturitio. Though 
I found rnyfelf not altogether recovered of my laft fatigue, yet confidering the ealiolt 
way of travelling was by fea, as alfo that this million of Sogno was not only the 
undented:, but likewife the belt we had, through the commodioufnefs of its river, and 
the difpofition of its inhabitants, I readily conl'ented to accompany this Father thither. 
Hereupon the day appointed for our departure being come, we went on board a ikilF, 
and in four clays arrived at the mouth of the river Zaire, the port of Sogno. At 
our entering this river the wind blew fo hard, and the waves rofe fo high, that vve 
were not a little afraid of being loft. At length having weathered the fir ft point, we 
fpied fome fifhermen, ready, as we thought, to aflift us, but expected to be called ; 
yet we taking them for heathens, and fearing, that inftead of helping they might 
rather hinder us by their forceries, gave them no fign. 

My companion conjured the winds and feas, but l having faid my prayers betook 
rnyfelf to an oar, at which I tugged heartily for fome time, till at length, by the foie 
mercy of God, we were courteoufly received into the embraces of the river. After 
having puffed thefirft reach, our fouls began to revive, and we took pleafurc in carting 
our eyes about towards both ihores, which feemed to be ftrewed with vegetable 
emeralds ; or might be taken at firft fight rather for the induftrious workrnanfhip of 
Pallas, than the capricious product of nature. The water alfo appeared more like a 
cryftal caufeway, than any part of the inconftant element. As we rowed along the 
winding banks of this river, vve were continually fhrowded with trees called Mangas, 
not unlike the royal laurels : thefe trees, at the joining of each branch, fprout forth a 
long hanging root, which at length reaching the mud and taking roof, fhoots up anew, 
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and in a fhort time of one tree forms a kind of a little wood, in a manner that you 
can hardly diftinguifh the fuckers from the plant. I was {hewn one of thefe trees, 
quite withered and decayed, and was informed that a certain bifhop of Congo, having 
been ill-treated by fome of thefe people, made the fign of the crofs upon it, whereupon- 
it immediately dyed, like the fig-tree curfed by our Saviour. 

Although my bufinefs fhould be to write only what I obferved in my voyage, and 
not to take notice of other matters, yet cannot I forbear fpeaking of fome particulars 
relating to this large and famous river : its mouth then is about ten leagues wide, though 
fome writers will needs have it to be thirty ; but their miftake I prefume arifes from 
including the mouth of another branch of it, not far diftant from the former. The 
waters of this river are fomething yellowilh, by which they are known above thirty 
leagues at fea, and which was likewife the caufe of this country being firfl: difcovered; 
for the King of Portugal, Don John II., having fent a fleet under the command of Don 
Diego Cano to make aifcoveries on this fouthern coafl of Africa, that admiral gueflfed at 
the nearnefs of the land by nothing fo much as by the complexion of the waters of Zaire ; 
and putting into it, he aflked of the Negroes what river and country that was; who not 
underftanding him anfwered, “ Zevoco,” which in the Congolan tongue is as much as 
to fay, I cannot tell ; from whence, though the word be corrupted, it has been fince 
called Zairo. After this on one of the points of this river the Portuguefe firfl: planted 
a crofs of fine marble, which fome time after being found out by the Hollanders, they 
out of envy broke it to pieces ; neverthelefs fo much remained of it when I was there, 
as to difcover plainly the Portuguefe arms on the ruins of the bafls, with an infcriptioa 
under them in Gothic charafters, though not eafy to be read. 

The firfl: difcovery of this part of the world by the Portuguefe happened in the year, 
fo fortunate for them, 1485, and becaufe they had been fo courteously received by the 
Negroes, and admitted among them with fo many tokens of love and affedion, this 
kingdom of Congo has never yet been fubje&ed by the Whites, when it fared quite 
contrary with the queen of Singa and others. The firfl: religious perfons that fet foot- 
ing there, were three Dominican friars, as is teftified by Father Maffeus a jefuit, in the 
firlt book of his hiftory of the Indies. One of thefe was killed by the Giaghi at the 
time when they over-ran the kingdom of Congo, and routed the Congolan army under 
the condud of their general Zimbo. This barbarian of a conqueror amongft other 
fpoils feized upon the facred veftments and utenfils of this unhappy friar, and not con- 
tented with the bare poffefiion of them, would needs ridicule and profane them by. 
putting them on, as likewife by appearing at the head of his followers with the chalice 
in his hand. As for the other two miflioners, they died in a Ihort time after their 
arrival, through the exceffive heat of the climate, which is often fatal to us Europeans. 

To thefe fucceeded twelve Francifcans of the order of Obfervants, who were carried 
hither by the fame Don Diego Cano in his third voyage into thefe parts. Some attri- 
bute the whole converfion of this country to thefe Fathers, not allowing that the three 
that were there before, through the fhortnefs of their continuance, could 'have time to 
do any thing towards it. But for my part I am of opinion that it is next to impoflible, 
thofe who had been fo courteoufly received, and who found the people Co eafy to he 
wrought upon, Ihould not convert many of them before they died. Likewife it is cer- 
tain that the friar that was killed by the Giaghi had been chaplain to the Congolan 
army, and confequently was in a poll to do with them even what he pleafed. Never- 
thelefs not to carry the argument farther, let me be allowed to fay, that it is probable 
the firfl: friars might fow the feed, and that the lafl: were thofe that cultivated and caufed 
it to flourilh. „ , 
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Several other evangelical labourers had been fent out from time to time into this 
vineyard, and at length, at the requeft of Don Alvaro fixth King of Congo made to 
Pope Urban the Eighth, that His Holinefs would be pleafed to fend f'ome more Capuchin 
miffioners into his kingdom, there were others fent with letters patent from the laid pope 
in the year 1640, although through the many rubs and difficulties they met with, partly 
occafioned by Philip the Third King of Spain’s death, and the feizing of the crown cf 
Portugal by the Duke of Braganza, they did not arrive till the year 1645, which was 
under the pontificate of Pope Innocent the Tenth, and in the reign of Don Garcia tho 
Second, fucceffor to the before-named Don Alvaro. Thefe Fathers entering the river 
Zaire, the firft place they landed at was the country of Sogno, where they were received 
with extraordinary demonftrations of love and joy by the people, and especially by 1I10 
count, who went out to meet them many miles from the place of his refidence, and 
affifted with them at mafs with great devotion in the church of Pinda, a town near tho 
mouth of Zaire, adorning their altars moreover with the richeft furniture in his ward- 
robe. Hitherto flocked an infinite number of people upon this occafion, as well out of 
curiofity to fee thefe new apoftles (whofe awful deportment filled them with wonder 
and amazement), as to vie with each other which fliould fliew raoft obedience to the 
gofpel. But this is no wonder, fince the firft converts made by the aforefaid Francifcaa 
friars were the Sognefe, and who ftill feenied to have lively impreflions left upon them of 
their former inftrudtions. The firft that were baptized among thefe Negroes were the 
count and one of his fons, whereof the former had the name given him of Don Ema- 
nuel, and the other of Don Antonio. This Emanuel dying, befides the funeral com- 
monly made for other counts, he had a particular ceremony paid to his memory every 
year after, and which I myfelf have more than once performed on his account. After 
the count of Sogno, the King and Queen of Congo, together with their eldeft fon, were 
prevailed upon to be baptized, the two former taking the names of Don John and 
Donna Eleonora, the King and Queen of Portugal, and the latter that of tho King’s fon 
the Infante. Thus began the Chriffian faith to be firft eflablifhcd in thefe parts, and 
which has been all along fince maintained through the grace of God, and by the labours 
of feveral poor miffioners fucceffively fent in the fervice of the gofpel. 

But let us return to fpeak farther of the river Zaire. This river is commonly faid to 
take its rife in the kingdom of Matamba, fubjeft to the queen of Singa, which kingdom 
being altogether governed by the female fex, I may number it among tliol’e nations do 
jfcribed by Claudian in Eutrop. lib. i, v, 323. 

» — - Medis, levibufque Sabocig 

Imperat hie fexus, reginaruraq; fub artnis 

Barbariae para magna jacet. 

In this Matamba there is a vail collection of water, which dividing itfelf into two 
principal ftreams, one runs through Ethiopia, and is this river Zaire, and the other flows 
towards Egypt, being the Nile : this laflt was formerly adored by the Egyptians as a 
god, and that becaufe of their being not able to find out its fource, imagining that there- 
fore it had none. I believe the caufe why they could not difeover its head, was by 
reafon they could not go far up it, being hindered by the catara&s which fall in fuch a 
dreadful manner, that they at the fame time offend both the eye and the ear. In this 
vaft lake before-mentioned, before it divides itfelf into the aforefaid rivers, arc to be 
found feveral water-monfters, among!! which there is one fort which differs from human, 
kind only in want of reafon and fpeech. Father Francis da Pavia, one of our millioners 
Jiving in this country, would by no means believe that there were any fuch monitors in 
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this lake, affirming they were only illufions devifed by the Negroes j whereupon the 
queen of Singa being informed of his infidelity, invited him one day to go a fifhin g for 
them : fcarce had the filhermen thrown in their nets, but they difcoyered thirteen upon 
the furface of the water, whereof they could neverthelefs take but one female, which was 
big with young. The colour of this fiffi was black, it had long black hair and large 
nails upon very long fingers, which perhaps were given it by nature to help its fwim- 
ming : it lived not above twenty-four hours out of the water, and during all that timp 
would not tafte any the leak food that was offered it. 

Throughout all the river Zaire there is to be found the mermaid, which from the 
middle upwards has fome refemblance of a woman, as in its breaft, nipples, hands, and 
arms, but downwards it is altogether a fiffi, ending in a long tail forked : its head is 
round, and face like to that of a calf : it has a large ugly mouth, little ears, and round 
full eyes : upon its back it has a large hide tacked, perforated in feveral places. This 
hide or fkin feems to have been defigned by nature for a fort of mantle to cover it, 
being contrived either to open or ffiut. The ribs of this fiffi are proper to ftaunch 
blood, but the greateft of its phyfical virtues lies in two little bones in its ears. I have 
eat of this fiffi divers times, and it feems to be well-reliffied, and not unlike fwines-fleffi, 
which its entrails likewife refemble. For this reafon the Negroes name it Ngullu a Mafa 
(the water-fow), but the Portuguefe called it Peixe Molker (the woman fiffi). Although 
it feeds on the herbs that grow on the fides of the river, yet does it not neverthelefs ever 
go out of the water, but only holds its head out. For the mod part it is to be taken 
only when it rains, for then the water being dillurbed it cannot fo well difcern the ap- 
proach of fiffier-men. Thofe that go to take them have a little boat for that purpofe, 
in which they paddle up foftly till they come to the place where the fiffi lies, and which 
they know by the motion it caufes in the water ; then having a lance ready, they imme- 
diately dart it with all their force into her, and if through the fmallnefs of their boat, 
or for want of ftrength, they cannot hold her, they let go the lance, and leave the fiffi 
at liberty, well knowing that being exceedingly long the lance mult neceffarily difcover 
where ffie flies with it. But if on the other hand they can maintain their ftroke with 
another lance, they dart a fecond time, by which means at laft they eafily tire and take 
the fiffi. After the fame manner, but with lefs trouble, they take pilchards, which are 
fat, and as large as herrings, and they have no other way to take them but this. I 
ffiould have told you what fort of faffiioned lances thefe were, becaufe they differ fbme- 
thing from ours of Europe ; they have a very long round .ftaff made of wood, but as 
hard as iron, round, and fo thick, that as many darts are made fail to it a fmall diftance 
from one another, that they take up fix or feven fpans in compafs. 

There is alfo in this river the water or fea-horfe, as large as two land ones : he has 
fhort thick legs, round feet, a large wide mouth, with a double row of hook teeth, 
and long tulks befides in the lower jaw, like to thofe of a large wild boar, with which, 
wh&x he is in fury, he tears whatever comes near him. As I was once failing along 
this river, I faw one of thefe horfes floating near our boat, and neighing like a horfe, 
of which he has great refemblance : a-nights he goes affiore to feed, but, in the day- 
time, he keeps for the moft part clofe in the water ; but wherefoever they are, the fe- 
male is always at hand, in whofe defence the male fights defperately ; and when the 
female is with young, or has lately dropped her colt (which ffie generally does in the 
fens where there is but little water), the male is moll furious, and, being exceedingly 
jealous, will aflault the barks as they pafs along the river, and fometimes, if they be 
fmall, overturn them with his heels : this makes thofe that know his nature, to avoid 
the marffies at that time, not caring how far they go about, fo they can but have their 
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paffage fafe. The time to hunt them is a-nights, when they go to feed upon the land : 
then the hunters block up their way back to the river with boats, and afterwards wait 
for their return. Being returned, they let fly their arrows at them like hail ; but woe 
be to him that happens to be in any one of their ways after being wounded, for he will 
then afluredly tear him to pieces, if they have not trees to fave themfelvcs on, which 
they generally take care to procure. Sometimes thefe creatures will fly away after they 
are wounded, and, not finding a paffage open to the river, will run to the next preci- 
pice, and leap oft' from thence into the water, whereby they break their legs, and then 
are eafily taken. The flefh of thefe animals is little valued, being generally eftcemcd 
food for the meaner fort of people, allowed by divines to be filh becaufe they live and 
breed in the water, though they feed on land. The yard of the male, and the two 
ftones found in his ears, as large as hen-eggs, are good to diflTolve the ftone, as well in 
the kidneys as the bladder. This laft is likewife a remedy again!! a ftoppage of urine, 
being pulverized and dilfolved in fair water, and given about a fpoonful at a time. As 
I was once going up this river, I obferved in a low ifland hard-by, feveral fmall houles 
fet upon ftakes, about ten foot from the ground, with a ladder at the door to draw up 
and let down. Having inquired what thefe meant, I was told that they were built in 
that manner to prevent the inhabitants from being injured by the fea-horfes, that always 
feeds thereabouts a-nights. The like fort of houfes I have feen near the forefts, to 
prevent the ravage of lions and tigers : but what makes me wonder moll of all is, at 
the name of thefe fea-horfes, it being their nature to keep always out of the fall-water, 
which they hate and cannot fubfift in. 

Here are no crocodiles as in other rivers, but there are neverthelefs feveral kinds of 
excellent filh which are taken various ways, though never in any great number, by 
reafon of the flothfulnefs of the inhabitants, who are naturally enemies to hard labour. 
The right of fifhing with nets is wholly referved to the prince, who neverthelefs is ac- 
cuftomed to give leave to do it to any that will afk it of him ; and when he wants filh, 
he fends his fervants with his own nets for it. 

Having failed up this river, about midnight we arrived at the town of Pinda, twelve 
miles from the fea. Landing immediately, we retired to a church, the firft built here 
by the Portuguefe, and dedicated to the Virgin Mary, whofe ftatue of bafio- relievo is 
conflantly worfhipped every Sunday by a vaft number of Negroes who flock hither for 
that purpofe. Here likewife was formerly a convent of our order, but by reafon of the 
badnefs of the air, being too near the river, it was thought advifable to remove it to 
the city of Sogno where the count refides, about two miles off. Hither we went next 
morning with a great deal of willingnefs, though I could not fay I had wanted for fatis- 
f aft ion all the way I came up this river. Being got to our convent, the count came im- 
mediately thither to congratulate and welcome our arrival, and that more efpecially on 
account of my companion, who had been there three years before. After his vifit, he 
ordered us a prefent of feveral things of the produtt of the country. In this our con- 
vent we found only one prieft named Father Paul da Varefe, and he returned to Loanda 
in a few days in the fame Ikiff that brought us ; there remaining then with us only a 
lay-brother,^ one Leonard da. Nardo, an old man of a good life, and extraordinarily 
well verfed in the cuftoras of the country, through the long flay he had made there. 

We now began forthwith to apply ourfelves to the bufinefs of our million, and it fell 
to my lhare to celebrate the firft mafsj but not knowing much of the language, I could not 
pretend to preach in public. I therefore haftily compofed a fhort fermon, and preached 
it m the congregation adjoining to our church, which confifts of the better fort of per- 
ions, and who generally under ft and fomething of Portuguefe# Out of fome of this 
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congregation it is that the counts are moftly chofen, provided they are of the Sangre de 
Cadera, as they call it, which is an expreffion borrowed from Portuguefe, and fignifies, 

“ the blood of the throne.” My companion always preached publicly every holiday ; 
but we were fain to lay mafs late, becaufe of the count and his followers, who never 
came till then. He always came in great pomp, being better attended than any prince 
of the Lower ^Ethiopia is wont to be. The fifth Sunday after Whitfuntide it happened, 
that when I was juft ready to come out to fay mafs, the count came in. My compa- 
nion, and fuperior, prefently fpied him, and, turning to me, bid me preach that Ser- 
mon in public which I had prepared for the private congregation, that the count might 
not go without a fermon on that day. I began to fhrug up my Ihoulders, and to excufe 
it, not thinking myfelf yet qualified to fpeak in public ; till at length he bid me obey, 
and God would affift me. I began mafs ; and after the Gofpel, the ufual time of 
preaching, took for my text the words of the commandments, “ Thou fhalt not kill.” 
From this text I took occafion to inveigh againft wizards, who bear a mightv fway in 
this country, proving, “ That it was much worfe to kill the foul, by inclining it to 
diabolical illufions, than to murder the body.” Now, becaufe I often repeated the 
word “ kill ” in my fermon, the people began to give a great hum.. I neverthelefs 
went on, and was rather encouraged thereby to exaggerate the heinoufnefs of the 
offence, than affrighted from fpeaking againft it. But the more I raifed my voice, the 
treater was the murmur, I might have faid clamour ; the count only all this while con- 
tinued filent. At length the fermon being ended, and the fubftahce of it explained by 
the interpreter, according to cuftom, land my fuperior were in a thoufand doubts about 
this humming. We inquired of every one we met concerning it, yet none durft fatisfy 
us therein j but all went away fmiling. When all the reft were . gone, we took one 
into the houfe, and treating him with aqua-vitse and roll-tobacco, intreated him to tell 
us the caufe of the difturbance in the church, believing it could not be caufed by the 
fermon, in which nothing was to be condemned, either as to the fubject or language. 

“ The difcourfe,” faid he, “ was moll excellent, though not defigned by the Fa- 
ther ; for the people, though not well {killed in the Portuguefe language, imagine that 
the Fathers-miffioners know all that has happened, and that hum was a token of their 
approbation, they having taken his words in another fenfe.” “ Pray tell me what has 
happened,” faid F.Jofeph : « I will fo ,” replied he ; “ but take notice, there is nolefs 
penalty than death for him that difcovers it to the miffioners, and, therefore, Your 
Reverence muft take care that you do not make me lofe my life.” Being affured we 
would keep his fecret, he proceeded thus “ Your Reverence muft then know, that 
in the time of holy week, Father Paul da Varefe officiating, in the church, great multi- 
•tudes of this principality flocked hither from all parts to join with him m devotion. At 
the fame time the devil, who is never wanting to promote his intereft. as often as he 
fees occafion, took the opportunity to put it in the count’s and his relations, heads, that 
feveral of this congregation, under pretence of religion, were met together in a treache- 
rous defign. Hereupon a great number of the count’s vaffals and friends being affem- 
bled to wifh him a merry Eafter, that prince ordered them to fee the oath, taken (what 
this oath is ihall be explained hereafter) by fuch and fuch .as he then pointed out, in 
three feveral places of his dominions, and whereby,” continued he ‘‘there are many 
already dead, and more and more die thereof every day. “ Is it fo . quoth Father 
Jofeph • “ for the future you fhall have no reafon to fear any more dying by thefe 
means.* “ Neither Ihall you,” faid he to the Negro, « be in any danger for your difcovery 
of thefe devilifh pra&ices.” The fecond mafs after, the fame Father preached, and re- 
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fuming the fubjeft which I had been upon before, took occafion from thence to hint 
fomething againft this fcandal. 

Towards night we both went to court, and defired private audience of the count j 
which was readily granted us. The firlt that began with him was my companion Fa- 
ther Jofeph, who warmly reprcfented to him, “ That being a Chriftian, he had be- 
haved himfelf like a Pagan, commanding thofe poor people to take fuch a devil ilh oath 
on a groundlefs fufpicion.” To this fmart charge the count at firlt gave no anfwer, 
being no doubt furprized with fo unexpefted a reproof ; but inflcad thereof, though a 
Black, became almoft pale, and thereby convinced us at the fame time both of his 
guilt and retnorfe. This ftrange and fudden alteration put me in mind of what the poet 
laid of Queen Dido : 

Maculifqne trementes 

Tntcrfufa genas, ct pallida morte fut uni. Virg. 1. 4 . /En r,nb 

« I cannot believe,” added the Father, <c that Don Antonio Bareto da Silva (fo was 
this prince’s name) could do this of his own head, but rather imagine it to have been 
contrived by his councilors or relations.” The poor count immediately fell on his 
knees, weeping and lamenting like another David before Nathan the prophet, and con- 
fefling his crime in the following words : — “ Truly,” faid he, “ I have been exceedingly 
to blame, in ordering fo barbarous a tell of my fubje&’s loyalty ; but fmee 1 have finned 
like David, like him I alfo beg pardon.” To which Father Jofeph replied in the 
words of St. Atnbrofe fpoken to Theodofius the Emperor ; “ fincc you have imitated a 
king in his fin, follow him in his repentance.” The efleft of this was, that the count 
the . fame night countermanded his orders, and thereby all further mifehief was pre- 
vented. 

The aforefaid oath, Bolungo, is adminiilcred to the fuppofed traitor, by a fort of 
wizard called Cangazumbo, who making a certain compofition out of the juice of 
herbs, ferpents’ flelh, pulp of fruit, and divers other things, gives it to the fuppofed 
delinquent to drink, who if guilty (as they tell you) will immediately hill down in a 
fwoon, or trembling, to the ground, infomuch that if they did not prefontly give him 
an antidote, he would infallibly die away ; but if not guilty, no harm would happen 
to him. A manifell and open cheat this, though not difeovered through the blindnefs 
of this people ; for the wizard, in cafe he has a mind to acquit the accufed, omits thofe 
ingredients in the compofition which he puts in where he defigns to condemn him. 
This order from the count was an abfolute new thing, and never pradlifed before ; for 
he had commanded every one of his fubjedts, not excepting any, to go to one of thole 
three places where thefe minilters of the devil refide, and there to undergo a tell of 
their loyalty, after the following manner : — The fuppofed traitor was made to look into a 
great vat of water, wherein, if he fell he had immediately his head ftruck oil'; but if he 
was innocent, he came away fafe and found'. Whence it proceeded that they did or 
did not fall, time mull difeover ; but they that performed this work being heathens, 
it is to be fuppofed that they poifoned the water. 

Now we are upon the fubjeft of thefe oaths or tells, give me leave to inform you of 
feveral other forts now in ufe among thefe wicked people : one of thefe is called Chi- 
lumbo, and which might rather be faid to be applied than adrniniltered ; for the per- 
fon accufed hath a red hot iron palfed over his naked leg ; which if it caufes any blilter, 
he is forthwith thought guilty ; but if not, he is releafed. The deceit of this is, that 
if the patient be determined to be acquitted, the fubtile wizard has a certain preparation 
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Concealed in his hand, of an exceedingly cold nature, with which ftroking gently over 
the part, the fire when applied there lofes its force ; but if he be to be found guilty, 
that remedy is omitted, and then the iron is left to caufe its eiFeft. 

The following paffage happened when I was in my million at Bengo in the kingdom 
of Angola, on the account of my health : — The fon of a Mulatto being lick, was 
ordered by a phyfician to be let blood ; and a Have of his that had been a furgeon, 
undertaking to perform the operation, through an unfteady guidance of his lance 
happened to prick an artery, whereby foon followed a gangrene, and in a Ihort time 
the patient died. The father of this youth fuppoling that the Have had done what he 
did on purpofe, refolved to have him undergo the trial of Chilumbo, and thereupon 
immediately caufed him to be feized and carried to one of thofe three before-mentioned 
places where the wizards live. This done, he was foon brought to the teft, and had 
not only the red-hot iron paffed over his thigh, which burnt him miferably, but the 
enraged father likewife, not contented with what he had already fuffered, would needs 
bind him hand and foot, and after that thruft a flaming torch feveral times into his face. 
The knowledge of this coming to my ear the next day, by means of a courier belonging 
to the bilhop of Loanda, who likewife heightened the fad, alledging that the Mulatto 
had moreover burnt the Have alive, and afterwards thrown his alhes into the river ; 

I told the courier that I could give no credit to what he related, unlefs he would bring 
two witneffes to vouch the truth thereof. Hereupon they were prefently produced, 
but could only affirm, that they faw the Mulatto thru!!; the torch feveral times in the 
flave’s face ; and that they afterwards heard he was burnt and thrown into the river. 
Upon thefe depofitions I ufed all the means I could to get the wizard into my power, 
that had performed this hellilh ceremony ; but found it impoffible, becaufe he had 
fufpeded I flhould be informed of it, and fo fled away. The next thing I had to do 
was to catch the Mulatto, which I foon accomplifhed by the diligence of fome fpecial 
friends. Being brought before me, he accofted me after this manner : “ I would fain 
know,” quoth he, « for what reafon I am brought before you ?” “ For having wickedly 
burnt your flave,” faid I. “ That is not fo,” anfwered he, “ for he is yet alive.” 
« Bring him then hither,” faid I, ““that I may fee whether he be or not.” Hereupon 
he immediately ordered fome others of his Haves to bring him in, which they forthwith 
did, but bound after that barbarous manner, that it was impoffible to loofe him without 
cutting the cords. Then I demanded of the Mulatto, why he ufed his flave fo barba- 
roufly. He anfwered, “ For having murdered his only child.” “ That was his 
misfortune, rather than his fault,” faid I, “ and therefore you have not done what you 
can iuftify.” “ I will juftify it,” faid he, “ before any magiftrate whatfoever. ’ “ Then 

you ffiall do it,” replied I, « to the bilhop of Loanda.” And accordingly I ordered 
both him and his flave to be fent away to that city. I afterwards heard that the faid 
bilhop had difcharged the Have, but Ihut up his mafter in prifon till he had fatisfied for 
offence 

There are many other fpecies of this teft of Chilumbo, but which I fiia.ll only hint 
at here, they having been more at large deferibed already by Father Montecuccolo in 

his Hiftorical Defcriptions. . , . . , , r 

The fecond way of adminiftering this Chilumbo teft is, by taking a tender .and loft 
root of the tree Banana, which is put into the mouth of the perfon accufed. Now if 
this root ftick to his mouth, and make him feem to be eating of fomethmg clammy, 
then he is immediately thought guilty, and worthy of puniihment ; or if it happen 
otherwife, then is he forthwith difcharged. ' 
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The third way is, by eating the fruit of a certain palm called Emba, which yields 
oil ; this being lirft tailed by the wizard, to ihew that there is no danger in it to the 
innocent, is afterwards poifoned and given to the peribn intended to be convicted ; but 
if that perfon be wary, and has a mind to come oil' fafe, he mull greale the (ills of 
the diltributers, and by thofe means may efcape. 

The fourth trial is, by a pot of boiling water, into which the wizard throws a Hone, 
or any other thing of the like nature, ancl then takes it out hituleif with his naked hand, 
ordering the reft to do the fame ; they that take it without being fealded, arc fuppofed 
innocent, whereas the contrary declares their guilt. 

The fifth, and which is chiefly practifed in the kingdom of Congo, is to clap fcveral 
fnail-lhells to the accufed perfon’s temples ; where, if they Hick, he is condemned, but 
if not, difeharged. Let the reader judge if there may not be any fallacy in this way, 
or not. 

The fixth, molt in ufe among the Blacks, is to light a torch made of a certain 
bitumen diftillcd from trees, and to quench the fame in water ; and afterwards to give 
that water to the fuppofed criminal to drink ; which, if he be guilty, will do him harm ; 
but if not, will caufc no alteration in him. 

The feventh is pradtifed only by ftniths, who are fometimes wizards, and is called by 
the natives Nole Fianzumdu. The manner of adininiltering this Chilumbo, is by heat- 
ing an iron red-hot, and afterwards quenching it in water as before; which water is 
immediately given to drink to thole that take the oath. Now, if it is obfervod that 
they cannot eafily get it down, as it fometimes happens, through apprehenlion only, 
then are they pronounced guilty without any farther proof; or elle, by their ealy (wal- 
lowing of it, difeharged. 

Others make this trial, by the water wherein their lord’s feet have been walhed, and 
which is called Nfy-a-mafa. The reft of the kinds I fhall omit fpeaking of, for the 
reafons before-mentioned. 

There are other ways of difeovering theft and forccry, as likewife for abfolving any 
that have taken the aforefaid oaths. 

As for the firft^ a fubtile wizard is commiflioned with the name of Nbaci, who takes 
a long thread in his hand, either of linen or woollen, and holding one end lumlclf, 
gives the other to hold to him who is the fuppofed thief. This done, he applies a rod 
hot iron to the middle of the faid thread, and if it burns, the delinquent is lined to 
the value ; or, if the theft be great, he is made a Have ; but if other wife, ablblved. 
Whether the devil has any hand in this I cannot decide, not being thoroughly acquainted 
with the matter of fa£t. 

Concerning the fecond, to difeover who has been dealing with the devil, they make 
the following experiment The root of a certain tree called Ncafia, is dillolved in 
water; and, after diffolution, that water is put up in veffels, and given to the peilbn 
accufed to drink. Afterwards he is delivered into the hands of feveral ftrong men to 
mifufe, and (hake about in a manner, that in a very Ihort time he falls down in afwoon; 
fome imagine that this is rather occafioned by poifon given him inftcad of the faid root. 
This tree is pretty tall, and of a red colour, and has a wonderful virtue for curing the 
tooth-ache and fore gums. It is likewife extremely pernicious to birds, who fly from 
it ; for if they fhould once fettle on its boughs, they would immediately fall down dead 
to the ground. 

As for the third, to abfolve from any fort of oath, it is performed by a minifler 
called Ganga, or Nzi, who rubs the tongue of the perfon to be ablolved with the fruit 
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of the palm that produces oil, and after muttering fome few words to himfelf, he there- 
by frees him from his oath, and fo fends him home to his houfe. 

Laftly, there is another fort of trial, which is performed not by the deceitful hand 
of a wizard, but by a perfon of fome quality, after the following manner : — Two obfti- 
nate fellows being at law together, and the truth being hard to be got out of them, 
the judge fummons them both to appear before him, where being come he fixes to 
each of their foreheads a fea-fhell, and at the fame time commands them to bow down 
their heads ; now he that the fhell firft drops from is taken for the liar, and the other 
acquitted. 

Whilft I was in Bengo above-mentioned, my companion Father Francis da Monte 
Leone, having feized upon one of the aforefaid wizards, fent him to the Portuguefe 
governor to be punifhed, who immediately upon conviction condemned him to death : 
his time of fuffering being come, he was exhorted by Father Francis to confefs his 
crime, but inftead thereof, being an obftinate fellow, he gave this anfwer : “ What! 
would you have me to accufe myfelf where I have committed no crime ? My practice 
has always hitherto been to do good to all men and not evil ; for when the poor people 
of my country have fowed, and the earth became afterwards dry for want of rain, if 
I out of mere charity have caufed the clouds to diffolve to fupply that neceffity, was 
this a crime ? If I have converfed with tygers, ferpents, lions, and other wild animals, 
and they have anfvvered me, was there any harm in it ? If at a time when there was 
no boat to be found in the river, I out of pure compaffion called crocodiles to carry us 
over, mult this be accounted a fin ?” After this and the like manner he juftified his 
crime for fome time, yet however at length thought fit to own himfelf guilty ; but 
becaufe he had been profecuted by a mifficner, he was afterwards pardoned his life, 
' and fent bound to Brazil. 

We h id not been many months in Sogno before the people, through remorfe of 
confcience, difcovered to us that the filler of a certain nobleman of that country cured 
perfons publicly by the help of magic ; and that moreover to make herfelf the better 
known for a fcrcerer, Ihe went clothed like a witch, and wore long dilhevelled hair, 
contrary to the cuftom of thefe parts. They further informed us, that fhe frequently 
had a drum beat before her to publilh her profellion, and likewife that fhe had a fon 
that praftifed the fame art, and lived with her in the houfe. This being heard by us 
with great abhorrence, we immediately drew up a charge againft both mother and fon, 
and at the fame time made ufe of our utmoll endeavours to get them apprehended : but 
the former being timely acquainted with our defigns, efcaped up into the country, 
while the latter fell into our fnares, and was fent by us bound to the count. This 
prince, notwithftanding our diligence to feize the prifoner, gave him neverthelefs fo 
much liberty, that he foon found means, though bound, to get to his father’s houfe, 
by whom he was inftantly loofed, and fent to an ifland in the Zaire to be protected. 
This was the firft dii'pleafure we received from the count, whom we afterwards feverely 
upbraided with deftroying the tender plants of Chriftianity in his country, and putting 
a Hop to all good works we had begun there ; telling him, he imitated but ill his pre- 
deceffor Count Stephen, who, after having extirpated thefe wicked wizards almoft 
totally out of his dominions, commanded his governors that wherever they were found at 
any time to have returned, they fhould immediately be feized, and have their heads lopt 
pflf without any further ceremony ; and in cafe any of his officers did not put this law 
in execution, he was liable to the fame fentence. After this manner were our miffioners 
aflifted in their endeavours during Count Stephen’s reign : nay, he was fo zealous in 
his affiftance, that he would travel about with them himfelf, and obferve how things 
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paffed with his own eyes ; and if he found any whoremonger, he would reprove him 
in the following words: — “ Either this woman pleafes you, or not; if Ihe docs pleafc 
you, why do not you marry her ? and if not, why does flie continue with you ?” 

This reprimand we gave the count fucceeded fo well, that he feemcd afterwards 
inclinable in fome meafure to comply with our defires, alledging that he would willingly 
bring thofe offenders to punilhment, but that he could not catch them, by reafon of 
their being removed too far up into the country. Notwithftanding, the father that had 
before releafed his fon without authority, being afraid of being imprifoned hhnfelf for 
fo doing, thought it advifeable to feign himfelf fick to evade that danger, and confe- 
quently fent for me to confefs him : I immediately complied with his ddircs, and con- 
feffed him, but foon found that what he had done was more out of liypocrify than 
fincerity ; for it is a cuftom in this country, that where any perfon has received abfolu- 
tion, he forthwith becomes free from any crime, and may confequently depart at 
liberty, though he were in hold before. The reafon they give for this is, “ That if 
God has pardoned them, how can man pretend to find them guilty ?” The fame was 
anfwered us by the count, when we requefted him, upon finding out the fellow’s difii- 
mulation, to have him imprifoned again. “ Have ye not abfolvcd him ?” quoth he. 
cc Is he not free ? How then can I pretend to lay hands upon him ?” Nor would he 
hear any reafon to the contrary, becaul'e the offender was his kinfman. 

Awhile after the count fent us another of thefe wizards, with an affurance that for 
the future he would let none efcape that came into his power. This perlbn wc imme- 
diately carried into a room to examine ; but while my companion went into ail adjoin-' 
ing apartment to fetch a paper, leaving the prifoner for me and the interpreter to keep, 
he, notwithftanding our diligence, and the great number of people in the next room, 
got from us. A dog we had in the houfc being alarmed at the noife immediately run 
after him, while I by another way purfued him fo luckily, that 1 foon met him and 
tript up his heels, and at the fame iiiftant followed his fall and leapt upon his back, 
belabouring him with all my might, notwithftanding the fear the people have here of 
meddling with wizards, with the cord of my order, invoking all the while St. Michael 
and the reft of the faints to my affiftance. At the fame interim my companion came 
in, and could not forbear laughing to obferve how luflily I laid him on. A little after, 
the people that had brought him to us came up and bound him in fuch a manner that 
he could not ftir ; for you muft obferve they were not afraid to touch him, by reafon 
of the Agnus and other prefervatives that we had furnilhed them with. Being thus in 
our power, we foon brought him to abjure his errors, and afterwards let him at liberty. 
The laws of this country as to thefe cafes are as follow : — If the wizard that is taken bo 
a freeman, and abjures, for the firft offence he is only enjoined penance ; for the 
fecond he pays an Indian piece of about the value of a Have ; but if he offends a third 
time, he is forthwith fold for a Have, and the price of him diftributed among the poor : 
if he be a Have himfelf that offends, although it be the firft time, he is ncvcrthelefs 
prefently fold, and fent among the Whites, a thing fo much abhorred by them that 
they would almoft purchafe their redemption with the price of their lives. When any 
of thefe three laft cafes happens, a perfon is deputed either to receive the money and 
diftribute it as before, or elfe to take in exchange fo much linen as amounts to the 
value, and this to wrap the dead poor in, after the cuftom of the country. All which 
is done without our concerning ourfelves, left it Ihould occafion fome evil-fpirited people 
to fugged that what we did was rather through a motive of covetoufnefs than any of 
charity or religion. 
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So many cafes of this nature happened to me during my million, that would fuffice 
to make a volume apart ; neverthelefs, not to be too tirefome to my reader, I fliall 
content myfelf with relating only the mo ft remarkable. Upon a time a certain wizard 
more famous than ordinary was brought before me, whom, not to truft any more to 
the count, I committed to the cuftody of the keeper of the church (an office of great 
gain and much honour, and which is not conferred by us but upon perfons bell 
qualified), to the end that he might imprifon him the fafer in his own houfe. This 
good man, notwithftanding my particular injunctions, not long after fet his prifoner at 
liberty, and placed in his room and in chains a poor Have. At my coming a little 
while after to examine the offender, not finding him to be the fame that I fent, I began 
to demand of the keeper what was become of him. He anfwered me, “ That' 
was he.” Then I alked the prifoner, if he were the perfon : to which he replied, 
<£ lie was.” Hereupon I feemed to believe both, yet being certain that I was impofed 
upon, I was refolved to know the truth : for this erid I called one of the flaves belong- 
ing to the church to me, and commanded him to go immediately and cut off the pre- 
tended wizard’s head. Hereat the imprifoned Have being affrighted, efpecially when 
he faw the axe brought, began to tremble, and cry out, ce I am not he, I am not the 
wizard, but fuch a one is (naming him) whom the keeper has fet free, and put me in 
his head.” Then turning to the keeper, I faid, “ What fay you to this ?” He an- 
fwered, “ Father, the wizard is gone forth to feek a livelihood, and has left this perfon 
here as a pledge till he returns : but (continued he) I will immediately go and look 
after him, and do not queftion but to find him.” Hereupon I went along with him, 
but to no purpofe, for the fubtle conjurer had very prudently given us both the flip. 
For this offence I could do no lefs than deprive the keeper of his place, and he was 
not a little thankful that I left him his life. Moreover, prifoners efcape many times 
here through the flightnefs of their prifons, for being moft commonly built with reeds 
they cannot be fuppofed to be very ftrong. To remedy this, we generally took care 
at the arrival of any European veffel to embark our prifoners on board, and to trans- 
port them to other countries. 

The infernal praftice of forcery is even abhorred by the natives, and thofe that make 
ufe of it are for the moft part the meaneft fort of people, ferving here either for phy- 
ficians or furgeons, there being no others in the country. The remedies they have 
are generally the natural ones, and therefore they have recourfe to witchcraft to credit 
their art, and to make people believe that the virtues of their medicines are commu- 
nicated to them by the devil. If their phyfic fails, they excufe themfelves, and fay, 
« A certain ominous bird flew over their heads, and hindered the operation of it or 
elfe they affert fome other ridiculous lie. Thefe forts of incantations are always prac- 
tifed in the night-time. The firfl: thing they fay to the fick perfon after he comes 
under their cure is, “ If you have a mind to be cured, be fure not to fend for any con- 
feflor, for his prefence will not only take away the virtue of the remedy, but likewife 
deprive you of your life.” When any one dies under their hands, they affirm that 
there were other occafions of his death than thofe of his diftemper, which puts the 
parents upon divers curfed methods of finding out the fuppofed murderers, they being 
generally of opinion that nobody dies a natural death. 

Dreadful to be remembered, though not unworthy of memory, was a cafe that 
happened in our time, as follows : — A certain child had languilhed for fome time under 
a defperate difeafe, and which, by being the only one its parents had, was their chiefefl: 
comfort and fupport : the relations often folicited them to fend for fome wizard or 
other to recover its health, but they would by no means hear of fuch a propofal, 
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alledging that they never yet had had recourfe to any fucli people upon any occafion 
whatever. To this the relations replied, and aiked them, “ What they thought the 
world would fay, that they who had but one only child, fhould fufl’er it to die for 
want of being at the expence of a magician ?” This they urged fo home, and made 
ufe of fo many other arguments of the like nature, that they at length prevailed upon 
the deluded parents to fend for a wizard hard-by : when he came into the houfc, the 
mother had her fick child in her arms, which the magician ftretching forth his arna: 
to touch, in order to begin his charm, at the fame time both the child and the wizard 
expired : this occafioned fo exceflive an affiiftion in the father and the mother, that 
blaming thcmfelves for this impious credulity, and looking upon this accident as no 
better than parricide in them, before they would bury the body of their unhappy infant,, 
they came to confeffion at our convent. 

Not unlike this was another accident that happened in this country while t was there. 
A certain Tick perfon fent to a magician to come and cure him : the magician came - 
accordingly, but as he was ftretching forth his hand, as in the foregoing cafe, he fell 
down dead to the ground, miferably loling his own life, at the fame lime that he 
endeavoured by wretched means to prolong that of another man. 

But let us return to fpeak a little more of the wicked oaths pradtifed among rhefe 
people. They have another fort of oath which they call Orioncio : the way of admi- 
niftering this is, by putting exceeding llrong poifon into the fruit called Nicefi, TufTi— 
ciently fpoken of before, and afterwards giving that fruit to the fuppofed guilty perfon 
to eat: he has no fooner tafled of it, but his tongue and throat begin to fwell to that 
excefs, that if the wizard did not fpeedily apply an antidote, he mult inevitably foon 
perifh under the experiment, and though innocent he commonly remains tortured for 
many days. 

The oath called Oluchenche is given after the following manner : — The perfon that 
takes it has his limbs bound tighter or loofer, to force out the truth as they term it, 
according to the wizard’s inclination to find him either guilty or innocent. 

As I paffed through the kingdom of Angola, one of the aforefaid forts of the oath 
called Bolungo, was adminiftered to a Mufacca (fo they call the receiver among the 
Whites), a relation to the King of Congo, and to him of Loango, one of the power- 
fulleft along that coaft, and whofe fon, as they told me, was to fuccced in that king- 
dom. To this perfon the Scinghili, (gods of the earth, being the name they have for 
their wizards,) attributed the caufe of its not raining in the month of March, at which 
time it always had accuftomed to have rained. He therefore, to fatisfy the rage of the 
people, was to undergo this dangerous tell, which he accordingly did, and unexpedledly 
came off acquitted. The Scinghili, or wizards, boaft that it is in their power to grant 
or prevent either wet weather or a drought. 

We having put afhore in one of the ports of this kingdom, as we were on our 
voyage to Congo, and the people having underltood who I was, and that 1 was of a 
contrary opinion to that of their Scinghili, they began immediately to murmur again ft 
me. Their wizards, to confirm, their belief, and to oppofe mine, foretold that there 
ihould be no rain all that fummer. But it fo fell out, and Providence, 1 believe, had - 
fo ordered it, that fcarce was I got alhore to fay mafs, but the heavens began to pour 
forth their watry wrath againft thefe infidels in fuch a manner, that thefo very wizards 
were afterwards forced to own to me that their knowledge in thefe matters was not 
infallible. 

In our convent at Sogno, our Fathers had built one apartment two llories high, on 
purpofe to keep fome of the church utenftls by themfelves. No rain having happened 
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that feafon, the Scinghili attributed the caufe thereof to our raifmg our building con- 
trary to the cuftom.of the country. Hereupon the too credulous people came one day 
in a great rage to pull down that apartment ; when one of our Fathers, immediately 
going out, demanded of them, “ What they would have?” Whom they anfwered in 
great fury, “ That they mud either pull down that building, or they fhould always 
want rain.” This foon fired the pious Father, and made him to go on with a great 
deal of zeal; firft reproaching their unwarrantable folly, and after giving them to 
underhand that God was the only difpofer of all gifts, whether in heaven, earth, or 
lea, fometimes giving, and fometimes withholding, according as he belt law fit and 
convenient ; and that the minifters of the prince of darknefs, fuch as their Schinghili, 
were only qualified to dedroy men, both here and hereafter, inftead of doing them 
the lead kindnefs. “ Make a devout proceffion,” faid he, “ to our Lady of Pinda, I 
allure you God will relieve your wants.” So they did, and fo it fell out, the earth 
being ibaked with the rain, the houfe remaining untouched, and the people fatisfied. 
Since then they have ufed this in time of diftrefs, and it has happened they have gone 
from the Banza with fair weather, and returned well foaked from Pinda. 

Whilft my companion. Father Jofeph, was formerly travelling on his million in 
Sogno, he came to an open country at a time when the clouds were juft ready to dif- 
emhogue their burthens. He there overtook a traveller likevvife, who was (landing 
•ltock dill, and murmuring flrange words to himfelf. After which he mounted his 
Sow, and fhot an arrow up into the air with great indignation. The Father perceiving 
this, and gueffing it to be feme of the devilifh praflices of this country, immediately 
came up to him, and after having fharply reproved him for his offence, acquainted 
him, “ That he believed all his hellifh art would not fuffice to keep it from raining 
that day and as he gueffed, fo it foon happened ; for prefently after there fell fo 
m-eat a fhower, that the Father was wet to the fkin, which he was neverthelefs pleafed 
with, by reafon that it had fo plentifully difappointed the wicked forcerer. At this the 
wre tch was much furprifed, but would not neverthelefs be convinced of his error, 
affirming, “ That this had happened through the power of thofe that went before him, 
who were greater proficients in magic than himfelf.” Thefe provoking words caufed 
the black Chriftians that were along with the Father to feize upon the wizard, and to 
give him that chaflifement which his crime deferved. 

In the country about Coanza, a river to be paffed in the way to Singa, a certain 
Soua, or lord of the manor, caufed himfelf to be accounted a Scinghili, requiring his 
vafi'als to make their addreffes to him when they wanted rain. One of our Fathers 
coining thither, and detefting the impious abufe, did what lay in his power to get him 
feized ; but being difappointed through the quality of the perfon, he was forced to 
have recourfe to a milder remedy ; and no doubt infpired by God, he told the inha- 
bitants, “ That if they did not rid out of their hearts that curfed opinion, they would 
never lave any rain.” As the Father prophefied, fo jt happened ; for ever fince, for 
feventeen years together, they have not had one drop in thofe parts, whei eby the earth 
is become fo dry, efpecially confidering the climate, that it was yawped wide in moll 
places, and feems with fo many mouths to beg pardon to the Almighty Difpenfer of 
the benefits for the blafphemy of their lord. It is true, the bed come-off, they have 
for this offence is, that the faid Father, after their difobedience, curfed the air ; and 
fo caufed it to withhold its favours from them. Notwithftanding the curfe on his 
country and the lofs of his vaffals, who went to live in other parts, the obftinate 
Soua unwilling to own his error, dill continued to pretend to the fame power. 
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To conclude fpeaking any more of oaths, I will give one terrible inftancc relating to 
them, which happened in the kingdom of Matamba, being the dominions of the 
queen of Singa, and related to me by Father Francis da Pavia, a miflioncr there. 
Upon an affair fomething more confiderable than ordinary, a certain friar of our order 
thought fitting to give an oath on the holy cvangelifls to two of the greateft magicians, 
counfellors to the queen. At firft they refufcd to take it, but at length contented, 
liiying to themfelves, “ What harm can happen to us by fo doing ? We had better 
fatisfy the Father in fo indifferent a matter, than difoblige him by a refufal.” Hereupon 
they prefeutly agreed to take it, and fwore, but falfely, when a llrange accident hap- 
pened. The firft of thefe burft, and fell down dead, while he had 'his hand on the 
mafs-book ; and the other languifhed away, and died in about tlx hours alter. Which 
taught others to be more cautious how they jelled with God. 

From the death of thefe two magicians of the higher rank, let us proceed to fpeak 
of other wizards, who moft commonly die violent deaths, and that for the molt part 
voluntarily. For the prefent, Hhall only fpeak of the head or chief of thefe* wretches, 
from whom the reft take example. He is ftykd in the country-language Ganga Chi- 
torne, being reputed god of the earth, and to whom is confequcntly paid the firft fruits 
of all it produces, due to him, as they fay, as its author, and not either to the ordinary 
work of nature, or to the extraordinary one of Providence. This power he alfo boa Its 
to be able to communicate to others, when and as often as he pi calcs. He further 
afferts, that his body is not capable of fullering a natural death ; and, therefore, to con- 
firm his adorers in that opinion, whenever he finds his end approaching, either through 
age or difeafe, he calls for fuch a one of his difciples as he defigns to iuccml him, and 
pretends to communicate to him his great power; and afterwards in public (where this 
tragedy is always afted) he commands him to tie a halter about his neck, and to ftnmglo 
him therewith, or elfe to take a club, and knock him down dead. This command be- 
ing once pronounced, is foon executed, and the wizard thereby font a martyr to the 
devil. The reafon that this is done in public, is to make known the luccdTor ordained 
by the laft breathof the predeceffor, and to fliew that he has the fame power of pro- 
ducing rain, and the like. If this office were not thus continually filled, the inhabit- 
ants fay, “That the earth would foon become barren, and mankind confequcmtiy 
periih.” In my time, one of thefe magicians was call into the lea, another into a river, 
a mother and her fon put to death, and many other baniflied by our order, as has 
been faid. 

In the firft year of our arrival in thefe parts, there happened a paffage worthy to he 
remembered, which, before I can begin with, I mull go Come years back with myftory. 
Upon the late King of Congo’s death, two very confiderable perfons pretended to that 
crown, either of whom did all that in him lay to procure the count of Sogno, a power- 
ful elector, on liis fide. One of thefe, whole name was Simantamba, made him feveral 
prefents of flaves for that purpofe, but which had been all taken by force ; and there- 
fore the lathers that were then at his court advifed him by no means to accept of them. 
To this the count anfwcred, “ That he had already confidered of the matter, and was 
inclinable to be of their opinion, that he ought not to accept of them.” Some time 
after, the fame Simantamba, to ingratiate himfelf the further into this prince, and to 
engage him in a drifter tie of friendfliip, requefted his filter of him for a wife. To 
this the count fo readily confented, that he not only fent him her forthwith, but like- 
wife the crown itfelf, which, it feems, he had then in his polfellion, together with a 
velvet throne, feveral other things of great value, and divers armed troops. Siman- 
tamba having advice of the approach of his Ipoufo, went out feveral days’ journey to 
meet 
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meet her : and, the better to avoid the fnares that might be laid for him by his rival in 
the crown, thought it proper to fet down and fortify himfelf in a very ftrong wood. The 
count s army arriving fome time after with fongs, mufic, and dancing, entered the wood 
with great alacrity, which Simantamba’s followers perceiving, and, fearing fome trea* 
chery by reafon of fo great a number of people fent by the count, advifed their mafter to 
oppofe their entrance : but he trailing too much to his fecurity, rejected their advice, 
and, confequently, foon became a martyr to his credulity ; for the count’s army had 
110 fooner got poffeffion of the wood, but they fet upon both him and his followers with 
piftols, and, killing the greateft part, forced the reft to fly. Thus, inftead of a joyful 
hymen, this prince met with a barbarous death, and which, together with that of his 
friends, fuited with the defcription made by Virgil in the fecond book of his iEneid : 

Luftus ubiq. paver, et plurima mortis imago. 

Some time after, the brother of this deceafed prince got together a great number of 
people to revenge his brother’s death ; and his firft exploit was the taking of a great 
part of the county of Chiovachianza belonging to Sogno. To recover which, the 
count, at our being there, railed a great army likewife, and marched directly towards 
the chief city of his antagonift. At his arrival, he found all the inhabitants fled ; 
whereupon the Sognefe foldiers fell immediately to rifling of the houfes, and moreover 
began to kill all the living creatures they met in their way, to fatisfy their hunger. 
Amongft the reft they found a cock of a larger fize than ordinary, with a great ring of 
iron about one of his legs, which occafioned one of the wifeft among them to cry out, 
tc Surely this cock mull be bewitched, and is not at all proper for us to meddle 
with.” To which the reft anfwered, “ Be it what it will, we are refolved to eat it.” 
For this end they immediately killed, and tore it to pieces after the manner of the 
Negroes, and afterwards put it into a pot to boil. When it was enough, they took it 
out into a platter, and two, according to the cuftom, having faid grace, five of them 
fat down to it with great greedinefs. But before they had touched a bit, to their great 
wonder and amazement, the boiled pieces of the cock, though fodden, and near dif- 
folved, began to move about, and unite into the form they were in before, and being fo 
united, the reftored cock immediately raifed himfelf up, and jumped out of the platter 
upon the ground, 'where he walked about as well as when he was firft taken. After- 
wards he leaped upon an adjoining wall, where he became new-feathered all of a hid- 
den, and then took his flight to a tree hard-by, where fixing himfelf, he, after three 
daps of his wings, made a molt hideous noife, and then difappeared. Every one may 
eafily imagine what a terrible fright the fpedators were in at this fight, who, leaping 
with a thouland Ave-Marias in their mouths from the place where this had happened, 
were contented to obferve moft of the particulars at a diftance. The caufe of their pre- 
fervation they attributed to the grace that was faid before they fat down ; otherwife they 
were of opinion that they fhould all have been either pofieffed or killed. I having re- 
lated this ftory to Father Thomas da Seftolla, one of our order, who had been fuperior 
of a million to Congo and Angola for above feven years, he told me, that whilft he 
lived in Congo, he heard two perfons aver that the before-mentioned Simantamba had a 
very large cock, 'from whofe manner and time of crowing he obferved with great fun 
perftition, whether his undertakings fhould be unlucky or profperous. But notwith. 
Banding the infallibility of his oracle, we find he was deceived when he made thatlall; ex- 
pedition wherein he loft his life. Whether this cock of his was the fame mentioned 
r before 
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before to have been reflorcd to life after a molt miraculous manner, I 11 stall not take 
upon inc to determine. 

The fame Father Thomas acquainted me how he and his companion had been abided 
in their million at Sogno, anil font among the pagans into the kingdom of Angoij, which 
was after the following manner. A King of Congo being defirous of being crowned, 
had recourfe to the Portuguefc of the kingdom of Angola for their allillance, with 
condition, that in cafe he fucceeded in his delign, he would give them the country of 
Sogno, and two mines of gold to boot. This proffer being not unwelcome to the Por- 
tuguele, they immediately allembled thomfelves to take poifdlion of it, to the end that 
thereby they might be more 1 ecu re of having their bargain performed after they had 
done their work. At the fame time, the King gathered great numbers of his fubjeds 
together to join the Portuguefc, adding moreover a certain company of Giaghi under 
the Calangola (a chief among this barbarous people, that delight in feeding on man’s 
flelh) all which immediately let forward towards Sogno. The count being foon ac- 
quainted with thefe proceedings, raifed a prodigious army likewife, and therewith went 
out to meet his bold invaders. But it fo happened, that by rcafon the Sognele army 
were wholly unacquainted with the fire-arms and manner of the Portuguefc lighting, 
they were foon difeomfited and routed, leaving the field, and an innumerable number 
of prilbncrs, together with the dead body of their count, to the conquerors. 

After this victory obtained, the aforefaid Calangola propofed to the Portuguefc cap- 
tain to have all the pril oners killed, and given to his foldiers to eat, alleging, “ that the 
next day they lliould take as many more, and they would then not be able to keep both." 
This propofal the captain, either through clemency or intereft, refilled to conlent to, 
telling the calangola, that his men, if they pleafed, might feed for the prefont on tin- 
dead bodies, and in the mean-time he would coulider of his roqueft. Whillt this palled, 
the countefs-clowager, together with all the people, petitioned the faid captain, u that 
he would proceed no farther with his holtilifies, and he Ihould be fully fatislied in what 
he demanded.” To which ilie captain anfwercd, “ That he was reiblvcd to go on as 
far as the fartheft Banza*, to teach the Sognefe people the bounds of their obedience 
to Congo.” Hcroat the people being extremely enraged, one of the principal among 
them being of the blood of the counts, Hood up, and told them, * e That if they would 
elect him for their count, he would foon rid them of their fears of the Portugueli*.” 
To this the affrighted people immediately conl'ented, and, at the lame time, chol'e him 
for their lbvoieign. Being thus chofen, he began to unite and fortify the diftradh-d 
ininds of Ins fubjedts; and to the end they might quickly be in a condition to take the 
field, lie gave them the following inftruttions. Firft he ordered them to fliave their 
heads f which cultom continues even to this day among thefe people, whether nude or 
females). Next he commanded them to bind palm-leaves about their temples, to the 
end that in the battle they might thereby be diftinguifhed from thole Blacks that 
accompanied the Portuguefc. He further advifed them not to be afraid either of the 
noife or flalhings of guns, fmcc they were only as bugbears fit to fright children, and 
not men of courage. He moreover cautioned them againlt minding thole European 
trifles which their enemies the Whites were accuftomed to throw among them, when 
they had a mind to diforder and make them break their ranks f. He likewife ordered 
them to fhoot always at the men, and not the horfes, thefe laft being inconfiderable in 

* Banza is a name given to the cities here. 

t Pdrtuguefe, to put them into diforder, ufed to fcattcr kuives, bits of coral and of cloth, about 
which they ran out to pick up, and fo were difperfed. 

war, 
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war, and nothing like to the nature of tigers, lions and elephants. He commanded 
them moreover that if any among them turned his back, they fhould immediately ftrike 

£ t? #» r V 311(1 lf more than one did the fame » the reft fll0uld ferve him the like: 
ki °r’r » t a, “ we are re ^ ved . t0 d > e a glorious death, rather than live a mifer- 
able lire. Laftly, to the end that his followers might go on under him with the Ids 
concern, he commanded them to kill all their domeftic animals ; and the better to 
encourage them therein, was the fir ft that fet them an example, by killing his own in 
their fight. This he did likewife to prevent the Portuguefe (in cafe they fhould have 
the better of him) from having any thing to triumph over, and feaft with in his domi- 
nions ; and rather chofe to have his fubjedts feed on them, to hearten and ftrengthea 
them for battle, than to have his enemies fatten and regale on his fpoils. Now becaufe 
his orders had been fo punctually obferved in this particular, the whole race of thefe 
beafts, efpecially of cows, has almoft been totally deftroyed ever fince; infomuchthat 
I myfelf have known a young maid fold here for a calf, and a woman for a cow. To 
reinforce this his army, the laft thing this count did was to call in his neighbours to his 
alliftance, together with whom and his own fubjects having compofed a wonderous force, 
he forthwith marched out into the field. His enemies, through too great a negligence 
and contempt of his power, foon betrayed themfelves into his hands ; for marching on 
without the leaft order, they gave opportunity to an atnbufh that lay ready for them, to 
break, and put them eafily to flight. The firft that fled were the Giaghi, being the 
troops under their calangola, and the forces of the King of Congo followed foon after, 
lhe Haves that had been taken in the battle before, finding here an opportunity to 
efcape, run like madmen in amongft their friends, and having their arms unloofed by 
them, prefently turned all their fury upon the remaining Portuguefe, who ftill kept their 
ground ; but at length being overpowered by numbers, they were forced to give back, 
and were all killed in the purfuit, except fix who were taken prifoners, and brought 
before the count ; who demanded of them, “ If they would choofe to die with their 
companions, or furvive to be made flaves ?” To which they anfwered, with an accuf- 
tomed Spanifh refolution, “ Never did Whites yet yield to be made flaves to Blacks, 
neither would they.” Which anfwer foon caufed their deftruftion ; for fcarce were the 
words out of their mouths, but they were all killed upon the fpot. All the artillery and 
baggage was taken by the Sognefe army ; the former of which, together witf/lome 
pieces of cannon bought of the Hollanders, ferved to furnifh a fortrefs built with earth 
at the mouth of the river Zaire, which commands both the faid river and the fea. 

Before they left Loanda, the Portuguefe army had defired of the commander of the 
Armadilia (fo they called their fleet by reafon of the fmallnefs of it) “ that as he failed 
along the coafts of Sogno, wherever he faw great fires burning he fhould anchor.” 
Now after the obtained vidtory, the Sognefe foldiers fpent all their nights in jollity and 
merriment about fuch fires, as had been defcribed ; which the fhips immediately per- 
ceiving, dropped their anchors hard-by and were preparing to land their force : while 
difcovering from the fhore a Portuguefe Have that hailed them, they foon took him into 
a boat, and found he had been fent by the count to the governor of Loanda with a leg 
and an arm of a White ; together with this infulting mefifage, “ Go carry the news of 
your defeat, together with this prefent, to the governor of Loanda your mafter.” Thus 
you may perceive the feamen, if they had landed, had been in the fame cafe with the 
landmen, and inftead of imprifoning the Blacks in the fhackles they had carried along 
with them for that purpofe, had been undoubtedly in the like condition themfelves, and 
had been at leaft made flaves of, if they came off with their lives. 


What 
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What the Sognefe fay for themfelves in juflification of this quarrel, is as follows: 
They alk iirft, “ What right the King of Congo had to give away their country of Sog- 
no to the Portuguefe, when it was none of his, but a fovereignty of itfolf?” And next 
they would know, Why the Portuguefe, who were not unacquainted with that prti- 
cular, Ihould be fo unjuft as to be ready to accept of it, arid that in an hollile manner 
They alleged moreover, “ That when the Hollanders fome years liuco had got poilef- 
fion of the kingdom of Angola, a great number of Portuguefe being routed thence, lied 
to Sogno, where they were courteoufly entertained by the count, who gave them the 
ifland of Horfes to live in ; and moreover furniflied them with all manner of provifions 
gratis. Now they could not but much wonder that thofe people whom they had fo 
hofpitably relieved, fhould have the ingratitude to endeavour to take their country away 
From them.” Thefe jars arifing upon this occafion, could not but bo extremely preju- 
dicial to the infant growth of Cliriltianity in this country, info much that one of our order 
who lived at Sogno died for mere grief thereof : and 1 inyfelf met with feveral people 
in Chitombi, the place where the battle was fought, who would come no more to con- 
feffion upon that account. 

Now to return to our ftory : the count having received in the aforefnid battle about 
thirteen wounds, in near the compafs of a month, died thereof; and a new one 
being foon chofen in his ftcad, he nourilhed in his heart in great a haired to the 
Portuguefe, that he refolved for the future to have no more dealings mil her with 
them nor the Capuchins, whom he looked upon to belong to them. Whereupon 
fending for fome l’lcmifh merchants that were juft then upon their departure out of his 
country for Flanders, he writ by them to the pope’s nuncio there, to furnifh his domi- 
nion with new priefts. The pious prelate upon the receipt of this letter, font him two 
Francifcans and one lay-brother, with ItriCt command to them, that if there were any 
Capuchins in the country, they Ihould fubmit to them as their fuperiors. Thefe three 
religious perfons being arrived, were received with all the courtefy imaginable, and 
afterwards conducted to our convent. The count perceiving that he had now got other 
priefts, made ufe of feveral falfe pretexts to lend ours away ; and at lad being not able; 
.to prove any crimes againlt them, he had recourfc to the molt barbarous and arbitrary 
nfage that could be thought on, commanding that they fhould be dragged out of his 
(dominions for the fpace of two miles together. This was forthwith executed with the 
gr.eatcft rigour, for the officers of this cruel mailer not only tore them along in their 
own cords, with their faces grating downwards upon the lands, but likewife reviled them 
all the way with unmerited reproaches and calumnies. All which notwithllanding thefe 
pious fathers underwent with the greateft chearfulncfs, well remembering what greater 
punilhments and indignities their Saviour had fuffered for them before. So great 
meverthelefs were the injuries offered to thefe fathers, that in no long time after one of 
them died ; and the other, who was the aforefaid Father Thomas, hardly efcaped with 
Jtis life. Being thus mifufed, and withal unprovided of all ncceflaries, they wore at lall 
left on the confines of the count’s dominion, in a little uninhabited ifland of the river 
Zaire. Here they made Ihift to fupport themfelves for two or three days ; F. Thomas, 
who was the leaft hurt of the two, going out to hunt for their fubfiftence : but at length 
they were unexpectedly delivered from hence by fome pagan fifliermen, who took them 
on board them, and carried them to a city of their’s called Bombangoij in the kingdom 
of Angn'j. Here arriving at night, they were very courteoufly entertained by an inlidel 
of the place, who gave them a fupper, and moreover affigned them a houfe, and three 
women to wait on them after the manner of that country. But our fathers not caring 
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to trull themfelves among thefe people, foon after they had fupped, fending avav their 
■women, meditated an efcape. For this purpofe Father Thomas, who was the bell able 
to walk, took his lame companion upon his back, and marched out of the houfe ; but 
he had not gone far, but he was forced, through weaknefs, to fet down his burden 
under a great jfhady tree ; which as foon as day appeared, for fear of dixcoverv, thev 
made Ihift to get up into. Their patron coming that morning to viiit his guefts, and 
finding them gone, much wondered ; and well knowing they could not be got far, bv 
reafon of the condition he left them in, immediately went about to fearch after them. 
Coming at Jaft near the place where they were, and not having yet found them, a pagan 
thought came into his head, that they might have been carried away by fome fpirits, 
and which he exprefl'ed after this manner ; “ If the devil has carried them away, I fup- 
pofe he did it that they might make me no recompence for my kindnefs.” Our Fathers 
hearing this, could not forbear laughing, even am id ft their miferies and misfortunes, and 
putting out their heads from the tree, cried out, cs We are here, friend, never dcubt 
our gratitude, for we only went out of the houfe to refrefh ourfelves with the rays of 
the rifing fun.” Hereat the old man being exceedingly rejoiced, immediately took 
them down, and putting them into two nets, fent them away to Capinda, a port of the 
kingdom of Angoij, about two days journey from Bombangoij, Here, if I am not mif- 
taken, the Father that had been moft haralfed, died ; and Father Thomas embarking 
himfelf not long after on board a veffel that lay there, departed for Loanda in the king- 
dom of Angola. One of the two Francifcans that remained yet in Sogno, the other 
having been gone for Angola fome time before, being extremely affronted at the ill 
ufage of thefe two Capuchins, fignified to the count that he thought himfelf obliged in 
charity to go in queft of his bammed brethren, and that either to fupport them if alive, 
or bury them if dead. This requeft the count highly approved of, and confequently 
gave him leave to go. Having hereby obtained his defire, he foon fet out for Capinda, 
but never returned, thinking it rather advifeable to go on board the fame veffel with 
Father Thomas for Loanda. 

His companion, the lay-brother, not finding him to return, obtained leave likewife 
to go on the fame errand,- as well as under pretence of haftening his return ; but 
being once out of fight, he alfo was no more to be feen. Our convent thus being 
deprived of all its inhabitants, only one lay-brother remaining behind, whom the 
count kept locked up for fear of lofing him ; the people rofe in great fury againft 
their Prince, and that for depriving them of the million defigned for their good. No 
prudence being capable of oppofmg this mutiny, they at laft went fo far that they 
feized upon their count, and fent him bound to an ifland of his dominions in the Zaire; 
where, that he might not be abfolutely idle, they left him at liberty to command, and 
afterwards chofe a new count. This Prince being but little fatisfied with his confine- 
ment, did all that in him lay to get himfelf reftored, intriguing inceffantly with the 
neighbouring nations for that purpofe. But which coming timely to his fubjecls’ ears, 
they once more feized upon him, and tying a huge weight to his neck, threw him 
in a rage into the fea, with thefe words : <c Over this river you made the poor Capu- 
chins to pafs into banifhment, for no offence, and into the fame go you, barbarous and 
inhuman monfter, for fo doing.” Thus ended the life of a perfecutor of poor harm- 
lefs men, who offended him only in that they were either really or elfe fufpecled to be 
Portuguefe. 

Whilft matters went thus, Father Jofeph Maria, who lived then at Loanda, after 
fome time came to Sogno, under pretence of carrying away the lay-brother before- 
mentioned, with fome church-utenfils belonging to the million, though in reality h:s 
vol. xvi. h h bufmefs 
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bufinefs was to found the minds of the Sognefe people. After his arrival at the mouth 
of the river Zaire, called by the Portuguefe Pionta del Padron, before he would fot 
foot a-fliore, he fent a meflenger to acquaint the count with his being there. As fount 
as the people heard of it, they hurried away in great numbers to fee him, aud 
prefently acquainted him, “ how they had difpatched the enemy of the Capuchins into 
that river, and that for the future they would defend thofe holy men to the laft drop 
of their blood.” This promife they afterwards confirmed by an oath at the holy altar. 
They alfo, at the fame time, earneftly entreated this Father, “ that he would continue 
among them, and depart no more for Loanda.” To this rcqueft, Father Jofepli an- 
fwered, “ That his commiffion from his fuperior extended no farther than to bring 
away Father Leonard, together with the church goods.” In fliort, fo very urgent 
were their entreaties, and fo powerful their reafons, that he was at length prevailed 
upon to tarry with them j and that efpecially at the return of the meflenger who 
brought him the fame defires from the new count. All this gained fo far upon him, 
that he not only confented to ftay himfclf, but likewife, as a farther token of good-will, 
and pardoning their late offence, procured alfo the injured Father Thomas to return 
once more among them ; and even from thenceforward our order has lived in that 
country without the lead moleftation. 

This earldom is very large, even if you except Chiovachianza fpoken of before. In 
it there were formerly about fix miflioners, but there are now for the moff part but 
one or two, when there is occafion for a much greater number. In the firit million 
my companion went on into thefe parts, above five hundred, as well men and women, 
as children, were baptized by him in a day. I have alfo known here abundance of 
mothers come five or fix days journey, with their infants in their arms, to have them 
chriftcned, or elfe to confefs themfelves, paying the interpreter to-boot. How often 
does it happen among Europeans, that many put off the facrament of the bluffed Tapper 
from time to time, with no fmall hazard to their fouls ? Whereas, in this country, there 
is only a want of apoftolic labourers to make the people ftrift obfervers of the com- 
mandments, and conftant in the faith. 

To preferve as much as poflible this new-planted Chriftianity, it has been ordered, 
that in every city, or place of any note, there Ihould be one church at lead, and at 
my being here there were in all about eighteen throughout the count’s dominions. To 
every of thefe there is fent fome perfon that has been bred up in our convent, who, 
three times a-week, is to fay over the Rofary to the people, and withal to teach every 
Sunday. On all holidays, inftead of mafs the Litany is only fung, and the Chridian 
doftrine expounded ; and on the firft: Sunday of every month there is a proceffion to 
be of the Rofary. As often as any dedication-day of a church happens, the miflioner 
.takes care to be prefent himfelf if he can poffibly, when great numbers appear, either 
to baptize their children, to marry, or to receive the facrament. 

Herein neverthelefs there did not want abufes, introduced for the moff part by 
foreigners, rather than the natives, of whom there are many, who, through the grace 
of God, live fuch good lives, that fometimes in their confefiions there has fcarcc been 
matter for abfolution. The firft abufe was in matrimony, after the following manner : — 
Thefe people were accuftomed to converfe with their wives fome time before they mar- 
ried them, to try if they could like them ; and after the fame manner the wives were 
to experience their hufbands. — The contracts were made thus : A father and mother 
feeing their fon arrived to an age fit for marriage, fend a prefent (which goes alfo for 
a portion), according to their ability, to-jhe father and mother of the perfon that he 
fancies, requefting their daughter of them'fbr a wife to their fon. Together with this 
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prefent there is likewife fent an earthen pot full of palm-trine, called by the natives 
Cietto a Melaffo. Before the intended wife’s parents receive the prefent, they and 
their company are to drink up the wine : firft, the father is to drink, then the mother ; 
and after them it is handed about among the ftanders-by : if this laft ceremony were 
omitted, it would be accounted a confiderable affront. After ail this is done, the 
father is to return an anfwer either one way or other : if he rejedts the offer, he muff 
make his excufes ; but if he accept it, he only retains the portion. When the laft 
happens, the hufband, with his friends and relations, goes immediately, upon notice 
that the prefent has been accepted, to his wife’s father’s houfe ; and having thqre re- 
ceived her of her parents, conduSts her to his own. ■ The way of marrying in facie 
ecclefia is not at all approved of by them, for they muff firft be fatisfied whether their 
wife will have children, of which they are very folicitous ; whether file will be diligent 
in her daily labour ; and laftly, whether {he will prove obedient, before they will marry 
her. If they find her faulty in any of thefe points, they immediately fend her back 
again to her parents. When the fault proceeds from the wife’s fide, the hulband muft 
have the prefent he made her reftored ; but when it happens on his part, he can 
recover nothing. Though the woman, through any defeat, either in perfon or be- 
haviour, be returned, yet is lhe not neverthelefs looked upon as the worfe for it, but 
foon after generally undergoes another trial. Being obliged by us to marry, when 
once they are become fo, they will live fo chriftian-like and lovingly together, that the 
wife would fooner fuffer herfelf to be cut to pieces, than confent to defile her hufband’s 
bed. If it at any time happen otherwife, which I am confident rarely does, the adul- 
terer is obliged to give the value of a Have to the hufband of the adultrefs,^ and fhe is 
to go forthwith and beg her hufband’s pardon for the wrong fhe has done him ; other- 
wife if he comes to know of her crime, he may eafily obtain a divorce. • Such as- are 
found to cohabit together, without being lawfully married, are fined fo much of the 
country money as amounts to the value of nine of our crowns. 

It muft be obferved, that the father of the bride, when he receives' the prefent for 
her, though it be never fo little, muft not complain, for that would' be no better than 
felling his daughter. Wherefore, to prevent fuch a crime, all men are taxed by the 
public in thofe matters how much they fhall give, and which is always rated according 
to their qualities and conditions. 

All that the bride’s parents receive upon this account, they look upon as due to them 
for maintaining their daughter to the time of her marriage ; fo chat you may perceive 
he is to be efteemed the richeft perfon here who has mod daughters. 

A notable abufe is this other, though pradifed by the meaner fort of people, and 
that but feldom. When a man happens to draw near his end, who has taken a woman 
for his wife, but whom he had not yet married, to fave returning the portion, he leaves 
the concubine to fome kinfman. To prevent the which, we have ordered, that he who 
receives a woman in that nature lhall be baftinadoed. One of,, thefe Negroes that had 
taken his coufin to wife, was once brought before me. This perion was of the better 
fort ; but I thought the greater his quality was, the greater would be the icandal if 1 
fhou'ld let him go unpunifhed and therefore having firft ufed admomnons to him, 
and finding them fruitlefs, I proceeded to menaces; but all the effect they had was, 
that inftead of quitting her, he made anew prefent to her father, and thereby mhnuated 
that he had fulfilled the law. Hereupon I caufed him to be again apprehended, toge- 
ther with his fpoufe ; and having made a fhort iermon to them both, and the reft oi 
the people, to fhew the heinoufnefs of this crime, upon their rurther obftmacy, I de- 
livered them up to the people to be dealt with as they thought fit; who, taking them 
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into their cuflody, before they parted with them, feverdy fcourged thorn both, and 
moreover deprived the man of a certain office he held, which brought him in great 
profit. 

I fin'd before, that women would have experience of their hulbaiids before they 
married them, in like manner as the men were to have of them ; and in this particular 
I can aver, that they are commonly much more obllinatc or fickle than men, for 1 have 
known many of thefe lalt, that were willing to be married, and the women always 
hung back, and cither fled away or made excufcs. 

Among!!: the many cafes of this nature that happened to me in iny million, 1 {hall 
relate only one more. Being called to con ibis a lick woman that had a daughter who 
lived with a man upon trial ; before I confolled her, I told her “ That l could not 
make her partaker of the benefit of abfolution, unlcfs ilie withdrew her daughter from 
the fiate of fin (he lived in, and obliged her to marry to which the Tick woman readily 
anlwered, tc Father, 1 will never conient that my daughter {hall have oceafion from me 
to curie me after I am dead, for obliging her to marry where flic: docs not fancy.” Then 
I replied, “ What, do you ltand more in awe of a temporal than an eternal curie ?” And 
at the fame time calling the daughter to me, l demanded of her, “ If {lie would be willing 
that her mother fliould go to hell upon her account ?** The wretch hearing this, began 
immediately to tremble and weep, and calling her feigned hulband to her, l'wore before 
mtt, that Ihe would be lure to marry him the firlt holiday that came ; and accordingly 
{lie did ; for foon after going a frilling with her hulband, they happened to have good 
luck, and therewith they ibloinnissed their nuptials. Hereupon 1 profently confelVed 
the Tick mother, and file not long alter died in peace. Notwithstanding this, fonu: ol>- 
flinate mothers have father chofen to die unconfcfl’ed, than to concern^ themfclves with 
the marriage of their daughters. 

The economy obferved between hufliand and wife is as follows : — The man is obliged 
to procure a habitation, to clothe his wife according to her condition, to prune the trees, 
to grub up roots from the fields where there is oceafion, and alfo to carry home the 
palm-wine to their houfe as often as it rifes. The woman on her part is to find meat 
for her hulband and children, and therefore only they have the care of marketing. 
As foon as rain comes, flic goes into the fields, and works till noon, at which time flic 
in to return home to get her hulband’s dinner. Being got ready, ihe Jets it down be- 
fore him, who fits only at table, and who, after he has fatisfied himfelf, gives the reft 
to her, and {lie forthwith divides it between herfelf and children. I fliould have told 
you alfo, that the wives here wait on their hufbands at table. 

Another abufe is, that when the women are with child, they clothe thcmfelvcs from 
the loins to the knees, after the country .falhion, with a fort of rind taken off a tree, 
which is like a coarfe cloth, and fo neatly interwove, that it rather feems the work of 
the loom, than the product of the earth. This tree is called Mirrone, the wood whereof 
is very hard, the leavsw* like thofe of the orange-tree, and every bough fends down 
abundance of roots to the ground. It is generally planted near the houles, as if it were 
the tutelar god of the dwelling, the Gentiles adoring it as one of their idols ; and in 
fome places they leave calabaflies full of wine of the palm-tree at the foot of them, for 
them to drink when they are thrifty ; nor do they dare tread upon its leaves, any more 
than we would on the holy crofs. But if they perceive any branch broke, they no 
longer worlhip y, but prcfcntly take off the bark, or rind, whereof the women with 
child make thofe garments, receiving them at the hands of the wizards, who tell them 
they eafe the burden of the great belly, and caufe them to be eafily delivered. It is 
not to be imagined how careful the women are of this tree, believing it delivers them 
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from all the dangers that attend child-bearing. Neverthelefs, underftanding there tvas 
one in the liberty of our million, I went, well attended, and cut it down. The woman 
it belonged to alked why it was cut down ; I told her I wanted it to cut into planks ; 
and fhe went; into her houfe without fpeaking one word more. 

The fourth abufe is, that whilft their children are young, thefe people bind them, 
about with certain fuperftitious cords made by the wizards ; who likewife teach them to 
utter a kind of fpell while they are binding them. They alfo at the fame time hang 
about them bones and teeth of divers animals, being prefervatives, as they fay, againit 
the power of any difeafe. Likewife there are fome mothers fo foolifh, that they will 
hang Agnus-Deis, medals, and relicks to the aforefaid cords. When thefe women bring 
their children to be chriftened, if we find any of thefe cords about them, we prefently 
order them to be Hopped in their proceedings, and inftead thereof to receive feveral 
fcourges bn their knees, till fuch time as they recant their error. I will relate only one 
of the feveral cafes of this nature that happened to me. A woman came to me to have 
her fon baptized, and who at the fame time had the magic cord about his wafte : I im- 
mediately ordered the mother to be whipped ; but fcarce had fire received one ftroke 
before Ihe fell down on her knees, and in great confternation directed herfelf to me after 
this manner : “ Father, pardon me, I befeech you, for the love of God, becaufe that 
my child, having had four of thefe cords on, I took off three while we were upon the 
road, and the fourth I defigned to take away as foon as I had opportunity, but forgot 
it.” This caufed great laughter in the ftanders-by, but in me it raifed an effect of pity 
of the finiplicity of the woman, infomuch that giving her only a fmart reproof, I fent 
her away unpunifhed. 

The fifth is, that being to wean any one of their children, the father and mother 
together lay him on the ground ; and whilft they do that, which modefty will not per- 
mit me to name, the father lilts him by the arm, and fo holds him for fome time hang- 
ing in the air, falfely believing that by thofe means he will become., more ftrong and 
robuft. This ceremony they call the lifting of a child, and is in my opinion the mod 
impudent and fuperftitious that could be imagined. Thefe people moreover keep their 
young children always naked upon the ground, to the end they may thereby grow 
hardy and aftive ; and fcarce are they able to walk alone, but they tie a bell about them, 
to give notice where they are to be found when they have ftrayed. 

A fixth abufe is, that the mothers are accuftomed to prefent their infants to the 
wizards as foon as born, that they may foretel what good or evil fortune is likely to 
befal them : for this purpofe the falfe prophet takes the child in his arms, and turning 
and winding it about, makes his pretended obfervations upon the mufcles and other parts 
of its body, and afterwards tells the parents what he thinks fit. The fame obfervations 
are made upon fick perfons, to know what has been the occafion of their difeafes:' if 
they happen to guefs wrong, and the patient comes to die, they, never want for excufes ■ 
to clear themfelves. 

Seventhly, it is a cuftom that either the parents or the wizards give certain rules to be 
inviolably obferved by the young people, and which they call Ghegilla : thefe are to ab- 
ftain from eating either fome forts of poultry, the flefli of fome kinds- of wild beafts, 
fuch and fuch fruits, roots either raw or boiled after this or another, manner, with feve- 
ral other ridiculous injunctions of the like nature,, too many to be enumerated here. 
You would wonder with what religious obfervance thefe commands are obeyed. Thefe 
voung people would fooner chufe to fall feveral days together, than totafte the leak bit 
of what has been forbidden them ;. and if it fometimes happen that the Chegiila has 
been neglefted to have been given them by their parents, they think they {hall prefently 
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die unlefs they go immediately to receive it from the wizards. A certain young negro 
being upon a journey, lodged in a friend’s houfe by the way: his friend, before he 
went, out the next morning, had got a wild hen ready for his brcakfall , 1 hey being 
much better than the tame ones. The Negro hereupon demanded, “ If it were a -wild 
hen ?” His hoft anfwered, “ No then he fell on heartily, and afterwards proceeded 
on his journey. About four years after thefe two met together again, and the aforc- 
faid Negro being not yet married, his old friend afked him, “ If he would eat a wild 
hen ?” To which he anfwered, “ That he had received the Chegilla, and therefore 
could not.” Hereat the hoft began immediately to laugh, enquiring of him, “ "What 
made him refufe it now, when he had eaten one at his table about four years ago ?” 
At the hearing of this the Negro immediately fell a trembling, and fullered himfelf to 
be fo far poflcffed with the effects of imagination, that he died in lefs than twenty-four 
hours after. 

Eighthly ; the maids have a cuftom, that in what place foever they fu-ft have their 
courfes come upon them, they muft continue, though without doors, till one of their 
kindred comes to carry them into the houfe ; then they have two maids and a lbparato 
apartment afligned them, . where they muft keep locked up for two or three months to- 
gether, and obferve certain fuperftitious ceremonies, fuch as, not to fpeak to any man, 
to wafli fo many times a day, to anoint ihemfelves with Taculla, which is the dull of a 
red wood tempered with water, and the like. If they fhould not do this, they are of 
opinion that^ they fhould never be fit for procreation, though experience fhews them the 
contrary. This fuperftition is by them called the Cafket of Water or Fire. 

‘ On the feaft of the Purification of the Virgin Mary, I had a mind to preach a fermou 
againfl; thefe practices ; and the better to move the people, I had before placed the 
image, in relievo, of this blefied faint, covered, on the altar, with a dagger llruck 
through her breaft, and which the blood followed : this done, 1 began to difeourfo 
againlt thofe women that obferved the hellifli delufions before- mentioned, proving that 
they thereby not only offended their loving Saviour, but likewife did great injury to his 
immaculate mother. At the fame inftant I drew afidc the curtain and dilcovered the 
image, which the people perceiving fo wounded and bloody, began immediately to re- 
lent, and broke out into the extreme!! grief. Among the many prefent, there was one 
father of a family that had a daughter then fhut up upon the foregoing account ; who 
returning home in a great paflion, fell upon both wife and daughter, and hanged them 
to that degree, that they were glad to come immediately to our church to he confeffed. 

The ninth and lalt abufe is, that all the fields of this country being without fences, 
their owners, to preferve their com, plant about them feveral rows of flakes, which 
being bound round with bundles of herbs by the wizards, they tell you will kill any 
fuch as fhall offer either to rob or do them damage. 

To remedy as much as poffible all thefe diforders, which for the moft part are 
pra&ifed either by women or men. of no confideration, we have thought proper to 
iffue forth the following ordinances : 

Firft, That all the Manis or governors either of provinces or cities, who are not law- 
fully married, fhall be forthwith deprived of their governments, to the end that they 
may not by their ill examples withhold the common people from their duty. To get 
■this the better obferved, we drew on our fide all the principal courtiers, whom we per- 
fuaded to marry their wives without defiring to have any foregoing experience of them. 
This pious endeavour of ours, through the grace of God, fuceceded fo well, that all 
that embraced it were efteemed $ and fuch as oppofed it either defpifed or punHhetL 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, That all the women which were great with child fhould be confeffed, and 
communicate oftener than they were wont to do, and efpecially fuch as were near 
their time ; both whom we likewife enjoined to wear religious relicks inftead of the 
wizards’ mats. 

Thirdly, That all mothers Ihould make the cords they bound their infants with of 
palm-leaves that had been confecrated on Palm Sunday, and moreover guard them well 
with other fuch relicks as we are accuftomed to make ufe of at the time of baptifm. 

Fourthly, That all fathers and mothers Ihould at certain times offer up their children 
to God, and that in the church before fome image of Our Saviour. 

Fifthly, That all mothers after the birth of their firft born ihould carry it to the 
church, and perform the ceremony, which is called entering into the holy place ; and 
if it be lick, we ordered its mother to recommend it to the Lord, together with fome 
fort of vow. 

Sixthly, That the parents Ihould enjoin their children to obferve fome particular 
devotion, fuch as to repeat, fo many times a day, the Rofary or the Crown in honour 
of the Bleffed Virgin, to faff on Saturdays, to eat no flefh on Wednefdays, and fuch 
things ufed among Chriftians. 

Seventhly, Thofe women that fhould be found Ihut up for the future on account of 
their conception were to be fcourged, and which was forthwith executed by order from 
the count : but if through neceffity they were obliged to keep up, then they were en. 
joined only to repeat the Rofary on common days, and to hear mafs on all feaft- 
days. 

Eightly and laftly. Whipping was likewife impofed on all fuch as fhould rob, or 
otherwife do damage in any field ; and that inftead of the magic guard their owners 
had planted to preferve their corn, and to render it fertile, they fhould ma ke ufe of 
confecrated palm-branches, and here and there fet the fign of the crofs. And further, 
to the end that all thefe prefervatives fhould be left ftanding at the time of reaping the 
corn, we fent always a good company of our fcholars at that feafon with a ftandard, to 
run over the fields, and fee that all was in order ; and alfo to back their authority, we 
procured feveral of the count’s fons and relations to accompany them, who might war- 
rant the pulling down any fpells or inchantments which they fliould meet with in their 
way. 

Being thus got into the fpacious fields of Sogno, let us take a view by-the-bye of 
the fituations, pofleffions, habitations, and manner of living, and clothing of thofe 
Ethiopians. The earldom of Sogno is abfolute, except only its being tributary to the 
kingdom of Congo. It is a peninfula, bordering on the eaft upon Bamba, a duchy 
belonging to Congo, and divided from it by the river Ambrife : on the weft and fouth 
it has the ocean, and on the north it is bounded by the river Zaire, which divides the 
Chriftians from the Pagans of the kingdom of Angoii, and is feated in the torrid zone, 
being only fix degrees diftant from the equinoctial line. It has feveral iflands in the 
Zaire, which are all inhabited by Chriftians. The election of the count is performed 
by nine electors, who for the mod part chufe a new one before the old one deceafed is 
buried. During the interim of the fede vacante (vacancy of the throne) a child go- 
verns, who is obeyed by all as if he were their real prince. As foon as the election is 
made, we miffioners are acquainted with it by order, to the end that if we approve of 
it, we may publifh it in the church, otherwife the election goes for nothing. 

The count being dead, the countefs-dowager (like the Queen-dowager of Congo) 
returns with her children to her firft habitation, where fhe is to exercife no dominion, 
but becomes a private woman, only retaining a privilege to take place next to the 

10 countefs- 
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countefs-regcnt. Sometimes it happens that there are three or four of the countcf*. 
dowagers living at a time, and that becauie the women in this country are much longer 
lived than the men, as alfo that it is lawful for nobody to marry thefe countoiles ex- 
cept the fuccefTov only. 

Their duty is to obferve continence ftrictly in their widowed (late ; for if any of 
them fhould be proved guilty of unchaftity, they mult cither undergo death by lire or 
the fword. If either the foil, or any other perfon of the blood has a tnind to iucceed 
his relation even in the iife-time of the dying prince, there commonly arife groat 
troubles to the hate ; for they generally by fa&ions get pofleffion of the throne, and 
exclude the elc&ors from doing their duty. It is therefore that the death of all counts 
is always concealed as much as pollible, infonuich that fometimes the hlelled facrament 
has been forborn to be given them, for fear of difeovering the occaiion, by the priells 
going to court. 

It once happened that I was called to court to comfort the indifpofed count, hut the 
meffengcr it feems had a particular order to conduit me by the mod unfrequented road. 
I went, and being come into the count’s preience, alter having received me with all the 
civility imaginable, he demanded of the courtier what people he had met by the way: 
he anfwcred, only three or four, and named them. After which, without any reply 
to him, he addrclTed himfelf to me, and difcourled of many things relating to my 
million. I knew fuch difeourfe could not be the caufo of liis fending for me, and 
therefore after foine time intreated His Iliglmofs to dilcover to me the occalion of it : 
he anfwered, <c The occafion of my fending for you, Father, was only to fee you, 
and to delight myfelf with your converfation.” 15ut as I was afterwards informed by 
a perfon about him, his realon was to have fome remedy fiom me for his indilpolilion ; 
yet although I had been above an hour with him, he had not the courage to open liis 
mind to me, fearing left even I Ihould difeover his illnefs to be greater than it really 
was, and therefore the better to keep me in ignorance, he immediately caufcd himfelf 
to be lifted out of the bed. My companion loon alter returning from liis million in the 
neighbouring parts, found feveraf dead bodies in the road, which we difeovering to the 
count, fearing it was by his order they had been murdered, he frankly owned that 
they had been facrificcd to the intereft of the ftate. We told him our fonfc of fuch 
practices, arid withal enjoined him a fevere penance for the fad. 

The Tons of the deceafcd count remain likewife no more than private gentlemen, 
after liis death ; and if their father in his life-time has a mind to buy them any ellatcs, 
he muft publilh throughout his whole dominions, that he has done it with his own 
money, legally ariling from his own rents, otherwife his children would run a rifk to 
be deprived of their poffeilions, as, for want of fuch a proclamation, it has often 
happened they have been. The counts have another way to leave livelihoods to their 
children or friends, and that is by grubbing up woods belonging to liis crown, and 
thereby reducing them to arable lands, which he is at liberty to grant us he thinks 
fit. This way we have likewife made ufe of to fubfift any Have baptized into our 
church, and for whom we have begged fome of this land for him to cultivate to his 
own profit. 

The count’s dominions are very large, and in which are many cities called Banza, 
one of the principal of which is Chiova, but the greateft of all is the Banna of Sogno, 
where the count refides. This Banza is always governed by one of the count’s near 
relations or friends, and who has only the name of governor, the reft having only the 
title of Mani. There are likewife feveral territories and towns fubjeft to thefe cities, 
svhich are termed by the natives Libattas. 
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. Every governor or Mani on the feaft-day of St. James is obliged to appear with all 
his people at the Banza of Sogno, to affift at the firft mafs faid there. If any one be 
any ways hindered from coming, he muft fend a deputy in his room, which if he 
negledts to do, he will both lofe his employment, and pay a fine befides. 

On the fame day every one is to pay allegiance to the Prince after the following 
manner : — In the great market-place near our convent a throne is erected for the count, 
who in the prefence of all the people Hornes to receive benediction from the miffioner, 
who attends for that purpofe in the church-porch : he afterwards exercifes two feats of 
arms. In the firfl:, after the cuftom of the country, having on his head a crown of 
flowing feathers, he makes ufe of a bow and arrows : in the other, being adorned with 
a hat with plumes of feathers on it, a chain and crofs of gold about his neck, to which 
is fixed a long rope of coral which hangs down to his knees, together with a fliort 
fcarlet cloak, all embroidered, on his Ihoulders, with two open places to put out his 
arms on each fide, and feveral other fine things, he exercifes with the fuzee. In both 
thefe he is at the fame time imitated by the people, who herein ufe the fame geftures 
and motions they would do in cafe they were either to attack or defend themfelves 
againft their enemy. As foon as the count has ended his exercife he goes to fit upon 
his throne, which is prepared for him under a great tree that ftands on the fouth-fide 
of the market-place before-mentioned. After him the captain-general, having received 
the like benediction with his mafter, performs the fame thing that he had done before 
Ilim, and wherein he is alfo followed by all the people, with divers ways of attacking, 
retreating, and other ftratagems of war, called by the nations Safchelari. As foon as 
he has done, he places himfelf on a high feat covered with leather, built up for him on 
the eaft-fide of our church : this he does, that he may both the better be feen, and 
obferve the military exercifes performed fucceffively by the electors and the Mani, each 
being as a captain at the head of his company, and who every one carry a fpecimen of 
that which they are obliged to offer every year to the count for the fubfiftence of him- 
felf and court. For example ; if they are to give fifh, they carry a couple of fifh tied 
together on the head of a fpear : if oil, then they fhew the palm-fruit that produces 
it : if flefh, they carry a horn of fome beaft ; and fometimes I have feen a man wrapped 
about in a cow’s fkin to demonftrate that duty. At the fame time the Manis difpofe of 
the Syndicfhip to him that is moll worthy, and remove fuch as have ill executed their 
offices from their employments. The great number of people met together from all 
parts to affift at this ceremony, occafions us alfo a great deal to do during the fpace of 
fifteen days : for fome apply themfelves to us to be married, others to confefs them- 
felves, and fome to baptize their infants. I think of thefe laft, for my fhare, I bap- 
tized about two hundred and feventy-two in one day. All the aforefaid ceremonies 
being at an end, the people return home each to their own country, but not without 
craving a bleffing from father-miffioner. 

This ceremony is begun on St. James’s day, by reafon that ap'oftle is looked upon 
as the patron and protestor of all thefe parts, and that for having given a famous 
vi&ory to the King of Congo againft the idolaters on his day. The manner according 
to the common report was this: — 

Giovi, the firft Chriftian King of Congo, being dead, Don Alphonfo his fon, no 
lefs heir to his virtuous adtions than crown, fucceeded him. Panfanguiiima his brother 
thinking his title not good, becaufe he had changed his religion for the Chriftian faith, 
in a fhort time rebelled, and having no better warrant than his fword, moved’ againft 
him with a numerous army of idolaters. Don Alphonfo, not a little furprifed at this 
attempt, marched out to meet him with a fmall number, trailing to the merits of his 
von. xvi. i 1 £ au fe 
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caufe, and the afiiftance of our Saviour: they foon came to a battle, ami though the 
idolaters were very numerous, yet were they immediately routed, and Panlimguitima 
himfelf wounded. After the battle this prince fled to a certain retired place in the 
mountains, where being met with by feme Blacks that were Chrillians, they feized 
upon and took him priloner, and afterwards brought him bound before the King his 
brother: the King, feeing him in that condition, embraced him with all the bowels of 
a loving brother, and being extremely concerned to find him fo defpcratdy wounded 
both in foul and body, made it his utmolt endeavours to get him healed of both. But 
no Chriftian charily was able to prevail upon the Itubborn and oblliuate Pagan Panfan- 
guitima, who giving himfelf up altogether to defpair, would lit Her neither remedy nor 
comfort, and fo in a fhort time died. It did not fo happen to his lieutenant-general, 
jfor he having heard the dreadful fentence of death pronounced again fl him in cafe he 
did not turn Chrilfcian, chofe rather to be baptized than to die a martyr to his former 
opinion. Hereupon the King immediately caufcd his bonds to be loofed, and let him 
free, only enjoining him this penance, “ That for a certain time he Pnould be obliged 
to bring water for all fuch as were to be baptized.” Now upon report that St.James 
was vifibly feen a (Ming at this battle, he has ever fmee been received for the patron of 
Congo and Angola, and feme other neighbouring nations. 

The oftiee of the Mani is to receive the King’s revenue, and to employ huibandinen 
to manure the crown-lands when the rains have rendered them fit to till. At the lime 
of reaping, thole officers refervo a certain part of the com for thomfelves, being their 
due, and a pcrquiiitc annexed to their employ. As for the adminill ration of juft ice, 
whether civil or criminal, it all belongs to them, except in fome particular cafes, re- 
ferved to be determined either by the Prince or his delegates. The parties in law 
having joined iilue to come to atrial, the plaintiff fir If urges his reafeyts on his knees 
before the judge, who fits on a carpet with a little Half of authority in his hand, and 
under the canopy of a Hiady tree, fuch as arc wont to grow in the great men's court- 
yards here. Sometimes the judge hears caules in a great ltraw-hut built for that pur- 
pole. When he has gravely given ear to all the proofs the plaintiff can bring, lie 
proceeds in like manner to hear the defendant : after which he calls for the witnefles, 
and if they do not attend, the cattle mult be put off to another day : if the witnefles 
appear and give their teltimony, the judge after having feriottlly weighed and conlulered 
the proofs and allegations of both parties, proceeds to pronounce fentence according 
to the dictates of nature and rcafon, and not through any knowledge of any kind of 
laws. He that has judgment pronounced in his favour, after having paid lo much tu 
the judge’s box, extends himfelf all along with his face to the ground, being a polture 
whereby to demonftrate his gratitude. When all is over, and the plaintiff about to 
return home, his friends and relations begin to fet up their throats, repeating all the 
way to his houfe the conqueror’s caufe, and the judgment pronounced in his favour. 
Being got home, he is obliged to treat thofe that had accompanied him, and fornetimes 
fcarce a night and a day are fufficient to bound their merriment : if the cafe he conft- 
derable, they commonly feafl for three or four nights together with no (inall charge 
to him that invites. All this while the unfortunate perfon having had the caufe gone 
againft him, remains filent and quiet, returning to his habitation without the l’ealt 
murmur or ill-will. 

There are other forts of feafts which are wont to be kept by the Blacks, fuch as 
upon the birth-days of their patrons, their alfumption to any dignity, or the like : it is 
then that every one endeavours to make his lord a prefent fuitable to his capacity, and 
moreover affifts at the common folemnity befidee. 

Having’ 
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Having thus given a Ihort fketch of fome feafts in ufe among thefe new Chrutians, 
I will likewife take a little notice of one of the Pagans of thefe parts, and that efpe- 
cially upon the birth-day of the Cafiangi, the moll potent emperor of the Giaghi, with 
fome other particulars relating to his dominions. What I am about to tell you 
was communicated to .me by Father John Baptift de Salefano, a friar of our order, 
who accidentally happened to be in this country on the day this feaft was foiemnized. 
The dominions of Cafiangi are very confiderable, not fo much for their bordering 
upon the kingdom of Matamba, as becaufe of their continued enmity with the Oueen 
of Singa, a friend to the Portuguefe. This queen has formerly been very ferviceable 
to the Whites, but now they generally make ufe of the afliftance of another prince of 
the Giaghi, called Caiangola, as has been obferved Defore. But to fpeak of the feaft 
made by the Cafiangi : his fubjecls being fummoned together, appear in a vaft body in 
fome fpacious plain. After they are thus met, they gather themfelves into a ring, leaving 
a large void in the middle, where there are feveral trees : on the top of one of which 
they ere£t a fort of fcaffold capable to contain the Cafiangi, with the chiefeft of his 
lords : afterwards, at a convenient diftance, they chain down to the trunk of a tree 
one of the fierceft lions they can meet with. When all this is done, and the emperor 
with his court placed as aforefaid, the people begin to fet up a huge noife, which, 
joined with the untunable difcord of a great number of odd mufical inftrument?. com- 
pofes a hellilh harmony. After this a fudden fign is given for all to be hulh and 
lilent, and then the lion is immediately loofed, though with the lofs of his tail, which is 
at the fame time whipped off to make him the more furious. At his firft loofmg he 
commonly flares about, and feeing himfelf at liberty, though not altogether free, by 
reafon of the multitudes that furround him, he immediately fets up a hideous roar, 
and afterwards, being greedy of revenge, ruflies upon fome part or other of the com- 
pany, where tearing one, and rending another, he makes a fearful havock among 
them : all this while the people run round him unarmed, being refolved either to kill 
him with their bare hands, or to perifh. At laft the wild beaft, having been the death 
of a great nuftiber of his affailants, is neverthelefs forced to yield to the prefling crouds 
that gather on all fides about him ; when the lion is killed, they all greedily devour 
the dead bodies ; after which their mufic begins again, and fo they return fi&ging and 
dancing, and crying aloud, “ Long live our Cafiangi, Long live our Cafiangi,” to their 
emperor’s palace, where being afterwards treated by him, they at length return with 
great joy to their own homes. 

Now let us leave the Giaghi, and return to fpeak farther of Songo. To maintain 
this country in its due obedience to the Chriftian faith, no fmall number of priefts is 
ueceffary. In former times there have been a father-fuperior, and fix mifibners all 
at once. In my time there was only I and one companion : the means we made ufe 
of to ma k<> thefe people live well has been hinted at before ; what remains is to inform 
you, that as foon as any miflioner is arrived in any city, theMani, or governor thereof, 
at night, when all the inhabitants are retired to their houfes, publiihes a proclamation 
to acquaint the people, <e That a miflioner is come thither, and that they mult all 
appeal' before him to have their fpiritual neceflities relieved, and continue fo. long, with 
him as fuch a bufmefs will require.” If the Mani himfelf appear, negligent in this, or 
occafion any manner of difturbance, he will receive a deferved punilhment, for we make 
it our bufinefs to get fuch a perfon removed from his employment, even within his 

7 6 At my fifft going out on my million, I found, near a city called Tubii, a place where 
the wizards pra&ifed their forceries. No doubt Providence dire&ed me to difcover 
r 1 1 2 thus 
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this helliifh trade, for whilft I was walking along, I faw a large white bird flying before 
me, fuch as I had never feen before in thefe parts ; my curiofity led me to have a nearer 
view of it, and in order thereto I followed it into a thick and fhady grove fomewhat 
dark, at the end whereof I obferved a large heap of earth in form like a tomb, with a 
great number of arches and calabalhes at the top, and at both ends. Being pretty well 
allured what this was, I prefently fent for the Mani, who came trembling to me, and 
protefted he knew nothing of the matter ; I commanded him to inform himfclf then, 
and to get me the wizard fpeeedily feized: he faid he would, but 1 not caring to truft 
his diligence, returned the next night to the fame place, expecting to have found the 
wizard there ; but he it feems having been acquainted with my proceedings, took care 
to difappoint me by running away, as they all do as foon as they hear we make any 
fearch alter them. Then I ordered the Mani, that within ten days time he lhould grub 
up and level all that place, which he neverthelefs dilobeyed me in ; whereupon I caufod 
him to be fummoned before the count in our convent, where after a fevere reprimand I 
commanded him to dilcipline (fcourge) himfclf in the middle of our church during the 
whole time that I was celebrating of mnfs, adding withal feveral other ptuulhments in 
cafe he did not level the faid grove at his return home. 

The churches for the mod part are built here with boards, and ours, as exceeding 
the reft, was capable of holding five hundred porfons. In the Banza of Segno there 
were five other churches, in one of which the counts were always burial, and another 
was the chapel-royal. The houfes are generally thatched, and the four Ikies of them 
are fenced with palm-branches, or leaves interwoven not contemptibly with each other : 
the floors are of loam well beat and hardened, and the roofs and ceilings made of thole 
rulhes we are ufed to bottom chairs withal. The lord’s houfe is of a quadrangular form 
likewife, and built with boards, but the front is always painted with a fort of colour that 
MTues out of the planed wood : the like any of the gentry may have, if they can obtain 
leave from their lords. Within, thefe houfes are hung with a fort of ofier mats varioufly 
coloured, but we Capuchins are wont to have ours done with ruflics, as more warm in 
winter. 

The count’s habit differs according to the feveral feafts, and fometimes on other occa- 
fions : his ordinary wear is a veil of ftraw-cloth girt clofe about him, hut of fuch work- 
manfhip as may be only worn by him, or by thofe that he thinks fit to honour with that 
privilege. This veil hangs down to the ground, as docs likewife a long bays cloak he 
wears over it on his bare back. On feaft days he changes this cloak for a Ihort l'carlct 
one fringed all round with the fame cloth pinked. On the moft foleinn days he puts 
on a Ihirt of the fineft linen, as likewife yellow or crimfon filk ftockings, and a cloak of 
flowered filk, which bears the name of the fpring. When he comes to communicate 
with us at the altar, he has a cloak all white, and which trails along upon the pavement 
as he walks. When the count comes to church, which is at leaft three times a week, 
he has a velvet chair and cufhion carried before him, being brought himlelf in a net on 
the Moulders of two men, each with a commander’s ftaff in his hand, one all filver, and 
the other only of ebony tipped : the hat the count then wears is covered fuft with taf- 
fety, and next with a fort of very fine feathers : on his head he generally wears likewife 
a , little filk Hitched cap, which can be worn only by him and feme few others. Before 
him marches one mufician above the reft, who has feveral little round bells fixed to an 
iron two fpans long, wherewith he gingles, and chants to it the glory and grandeur of 
his lord : befides this there are feveral other forts of mufical inftruments made ufe of 
at feftivafe, the principal whereof are thofe which in the country-language have the name 
of £mbuchi, which I mention firft becaufe they belong only to kings, princes, and others 
10 of 
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of the blood royal. Thefe are a fort of trumpets made of the fineft ivory, being hol- 
lowed throughout in divers pieces, and are in all about as long as a man’s arm ; the 
lower mouth is fufficient to receive one hand, which by contra&ing and dilating of the 
fingers forms the found ; there being no other holes in the body as in our flutes or 
hautboys. A concert of thefe is generally fix or four to one pipe. The Longa (which 
is made of two iron bells joined by a piece of wire archwife) is founded by ftriking it 
with a little ftick : both thefe are carried alfo before princes, and that efpecially when 
they publifli their pleafure to the people, being ufed as the trumpet is with us. The 
inftrument moft in requeft ufed by the Abundi, being the people of the kingdom of 
Angola, Matamba, and others, is the Marimba ; it confifts of fixteen calabaihes orderly 
placed along the middle between two fide-boards joined together, or a long frame, 
hanging about a man’s neck with a thong. Over the mouths of the calabaihes there 
are thin founding flips of red wood called Tanilla, a little above a fpan long, which 
being beaten with two little flicks, returns a found from the calabaihes of feveral fizes 
not unlike an organ. To make a concert, four other inftruments are played upon by as 
many muficians, and if they will have fix they add the Caffuto, which is a hollow piece 
of wood of a lofty tone about a yard long, covered with a board cut like a ladder, or 
with crofs flits at fmall diftances : and r unning a ftick along, it makes a found within, 
which palfes for a tenor ; the bafe to this concert is the Quilando, made of a very large 
calabalh, two fpans and a half or three in length, very large at one end, and ending 
fharp off at the other, like a taper bottle, and is beaten to anfwer the Caffuto, having 
cuts all along like it. This harmony is grateful at a diftance, but harlh and ungrateful 
near at hand, the beating of fo many flicks caufing a great confufion. 

Another inftrument of this concert is that which the natives call Nfambi, and which 


is like a little guittar, but without a head, inftead whereof there are five little bows of 
iron, which, when the inftrument is to be tuned, are to be let more or lefs into the body 
of it. The firings of this inftrument are made of the thread of palm-trees : it is played 
oil with the thumbs of each hand, the inftrument bearing dire&ly upon the performer’s 
brealt. Though the mufic of this inftrument be very low, it is neverthelefe not un- 
grateful. # . 

Over and above the great drums ufed in the army, there is another fort or a lefler 
fize, called Ncamba ; thefe are made either of the fruit of the tree called Aliconda, or 
elfe of hollowed wood with a fkin over one end only : they are commonly made ufe of 
at unlawful feafts and merry-makings, and are beaten upon with the hands, which 
neverthelefs makes a noife to be heard at a great diftance. When the miflioners^hear 
any of thefe at night, they immediately run to the place in order to difturb the wicked 
paftime. It fell often to my lot to interrupt thefe hellifh. practices, but the people 
always ran away as foon as ever I came up to them, fo that I could never lay hold on 
any to make an example of them. The Giaghi not only make ufe of thefe drums at 
feafts, but likewife at the infernal facrifices of man’s flefli to the memory of their rela- 
tions and anceftors, as alfo at the time when they invoke the devil for their oracle. 

But to return to the count’s habit. From his neck to his knees there commonly hang 
feveral firings of purple coral, together with a large chain of the fineft gold, having a 
maffy crofs juft before his.breaft to demonftrate his being a Chrifkan: on his waits 
he generally wears bracelets of high-prized corals, and on all folemn days chains of 
cold of the fineft workmanfhip: his fingers are almoft always covered with rmgs. he 
generally goes in flippers inftead of flioes. There are commonly carried before hun 
two umbrellas of peacock’s feathers, and two others of ftraw both being fixed to the 
tops of long poles : he has likewife two horfes tails along with him, wherewith to drive 
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away the flies, although felclom any come near him. Thofe of his followers who are 
employed in thel’e offices, arc commonly his greatefl favourites or relations. While 
mafs is faying, at the reading of the gofpel he has a lighted torch prefont t*d to him, 
which having religioufly received, lie gives to one of his pages to hold till the con- 
fumniation be over, and when the gofpel is done, he has the trials- book given him to 
kifs. On feftival-days he is twice incenfed with the confer, and at the end of the mafs 
he is to go to the altar to receive benediction from the pried, who laying his hands 
upon his head while he is kneeling, pronounces feme pious and devout ejaculations. 
Whilft the pried that officiates goes out to put oil' his vcllnients, the count in like 
manner retires to his private onions : afterwards he enters into the vellry to pay his 
relpefls to the miflioncr, who receiving him courleoufly, accompanies him back as far 
as the door of the church. As foon as he is come out, he falls on his knees again, 
and the people all Handing round about him give thmnfelvcs feveral culls on the 
ear as a token of their fidelity, according to the cuilom of their country, and he makes 
them a fign with his fingers to fignify his fatisfaclion. At his coming out of the church 
on the principal lead-days, he commonly prattifes fome warlike cxercife; and on 
thofe of lefs confi deration cither the captain-general performs that part for him, or elfe 
his courtiers entertain thctnfclvcs with dancing to the albrcfaid mufical inftruincnts. 
On all the molt foleron fcads mafs is lung by us and our interpreters to the glory and 
honour of God, after which the count’s guards which he brings along with him give a 
volley of inufquet-lhot, with drums beating, and other mufic. 

The captain-general and the governors, or Manis, have all their places feveral ly 
afligned them in the church to prevent any difputes : the noblemen have carpets allowed 
them to kneel on, but nocufhions, that honour being wholly refervedfor the countefs to 
fit on. The habits of the nobility and gentry arc as follow : — The gentry have a kind of 
draw-garment on their fliouldcrs, which reaches down to their wades, curioufly wrought, 
with their arms coming out at two flits, and ends in two tafiols which hang down on 
their right fide. About their wades they have a doth girt, which on one fide hangs 
down to the ground : on their heads, thofe alone who have that honour allowed them, 
wear a wrought dlk cap neatly quilted. The noble women have a fort of 11 raw-petticoat 
called Modello, which reaches to their middle : from the waill upwards to their breads 
they have a piece of cloth which they bring twice about them, and that which goes about 
a fecond time they wrap about their head like a veil in the church. Bolh men and 
women generally appear with long pipes in their mouths finoking. The vulgar of both 
iexes have only a cloth about their loins, which reaches no farther than their knees, In 
the inland parts it fuffices that they cover only what niodedy requires Ihould be hid. 
Within doors they generally go dark naked, being accuflomcd fo to do in regard to the 
exceflive heat that torments them for nine months together, not enjoying the lead frefco, 
only during the months of June, July and Augud. 

The manner of tb-iflitnAsivating the earth in this country is fuch, that they make 
ufe neither of the pl&nen nor fpade. When the clouds begin to afford the lead m< if- 
tuie, they are accudomed to prepare for the rain by gathering up the fcorchod herbs 
and roots into heaps, and afterwards Jetting them on fire upon the land : then as loon 
as the fird Ihower is fallen, they proceed to turn up the ground with a flight hoc, called 
by them Lzegti, which is fixed to a handle about two (pans long : with this they cut 
into the earth with one hand, and with the other fcatter the feed, which they have al- 
ways ready in a bag by their fides. Now the bufinels of manuring the ground belong- 
ing folely to the women in this country, they are almod forced to carry their children 
upon their backs in fwathing-rolls, thereby to prevent their being either infefted with, 
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or devoured by the great number of infecis that come out of the earth upon this occa- 
fion ; for at home they do not care to leave them, out of an extraordinary love and 
fondnefs they have for them. The fame they are wont to do when they carry any 
buiden, for then they have a fort of hammock which comes about one fhoulder, 
wherein they fecure their children from any danger either fleeping or waking, their feet 
coming round their mother’s wafte on either fide. 

Ihefe people fow in March, and, if the heavens prove favourable in affording them 
rain, they may gather in their harveft in June. The feed they fow is of various forts 
of pulfe, for the moft part unknown to us ; but thofe we are acquainted with, are In- 
dian wheat, and a kind of little kidney-beans, called Ncafce. 

Amongft many others they efieem, are the Mandois, which grow three or four to- 
gether like vetches, but under-ground, and are about the bignefs of an ordinary olive. 
From thefe milk is extra&ed, like to that drawn from almonds (in Italian Mandole), 
from whence, for aught I know, they had their name. There is another fort of 
ground pulfe called Incumbe, which alfo grows under-ground, is like a mufquet-ball, and 
very wholefome and well-tafted. Amongft thefe, I and others have often found nut- 
megs, perhaps fallen from the trees, the ufe of which is altogether unknown to thefe 
people. There arc fome wild ones found, which they call Neubanzampuni. 

They alfo have a fort of roots called Bataras, which being roafted, tafte much like 
chefnuts. Their Mandioca is a root, which being bruifed as fmall as rice, is not made 
into bread, but is either eaten raw, or elfe foftened in broth. This plant calls no feed, 
and, therefore, the way to propagate it, is by breaking off a branch and burying it in 
the ground, where it will foon fpread and flourilh. 

This fort of food is more ufed by the Portuguefe than Blacks, either becaufe they 
have a better way of planting thefe roots, or by reafon that they will laft feveral years. 
There is another fort ufed inftead of bread, made with fodden roots, which is called 
Gnamn, and is very different from the foregoing, both in form and kind. 

The Ouuanda, a fort of pulfe not unlike rice, grows upon a fhrub, and will laft two 
or three years, and which, every fix months, propagates itfelf in great abundance. 

The pulfe Ncanza brought from Brazil, is exceedingly white, and holds great fimili- 
tude with the Indian beans, whence the Portuguefe give it the name of Brazil beans. 

Cangula, another fort of pulfe, is greatly efteemed by the Blacks, but little valued 
by us Europeans. Mampunni, or maize, is much like Indian wheat. 

Maffa Matnballa Ihoots up in ftalks about the height of our wheat ; to which it is not 
unlike both in ears and whitenefs : it yields a white flower, and is lefs offenfive to fome 
ftomachs than others. 

The feed of the herb Maffango greatly refembles that of our hemp. 

The plant Afely runs up as high as a halbert ; its ears not unlike our millet: it gives 
the gripes or cholic to thofe that are not accuftomed to eat of it. 

The Luuo may be preferved many years : its ear is triangular ; its grain like unto that 
of millet : its colour red, and its fubftance no way prejudicial to health. . 

Of thofe plants that grow but little above-ground, the moft in efteem is the Ananas ; 
its leaves are like thofe of aloes, and its fruit greatly refembles pine-apples, and differs 
from them only in that thefe are yellow, and, when ripe, all pulp : on the top of this 
fruit there grows a tuft of leaves, which being taken off and planted, produces a new 
plant. When this fruit is ripe, it exceeds the melon in lufeioulhefs ; but if you cut it 
green, it prefently dries up and confumes. 

Concerning fruit-trees, fetting afide the Nicefi, Bonane, and Mamai, which I have 
already deferibed when I fpoke of Brazil ; here are not a few of other kinds, whereof 
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the molt valued is that which bears the name of the Count. The fruit of this tree is 
not unlike the giant-pear, and has but an ordinary out-fide, though inwards it is as 
white as milk. Its feed is like to a bean, and its juice is fo exceedingly pleafant, that it 
is commonly given to ftck people to recover their taftes. About the mountains of 
Congo I have feen feveral of thefe trees that grow wild. The Calhiu fruit is much 
larger than an apple, and, when ripe, is plentifully beautified with yellow and crimfon. 
From its core it throws out another fruit of a dufky-colour, which, being roafted 
in the fire, taftes like a chefiiut ; and is naturally hot, though the other be mild and 
refrefhing. 

The Guaiavas are a fruit not unlike pears : they have fhort ftalks, are yellow with- 
out, and carnation within ; and they would be more in requeft were their feeds, which 
flick clofe to the pulp, not quite fo hard. 

The Chichere are a l'ort of plums like to thofe the Italians call Cafcavclle, which 
being a little eager, are given to people in fevers. 

The plant Colas affords various kinds of fruit ; which being inclofed, as it were, in 
a crimfon purfe (its hulks), is much valued by the Portuguel’e, infomuch that when- 
ever they meet any lady in the ftreet whom they defign to honour, they prefently oiler 
her foine of thefe fruit ; they lay that, chewing it, it makes water drink pleafant. 

Palm-trees here arc of different kinds : thofe efteemed the moft, arc iuch as produce 
both oil and wine. Thefe are to be feen thinly planted up and down in the Holds. 
The oil they have is got from the fruit which grows in clufters, but fo clofe, that, they 
feem to be all one piece. Thefe clufters are fo large, that a very llrong man mull; not 
pretend to carry above one or two of them. In the language ol the country they have 
the name of Chachij, and their feeds or Hones, whereof they have a great number, are 
called Embe. From thefe, which arc like a date, being pounded final 1 with hot water, 
they extract an oilinefs, which they make ufe of as we do of our oil. 

At certain times of the year the natives afeend thele palm-trees, by help of a hoop, to 
tap the wine : the manner of doing which is thus ; wherever they perceive any llower 
blown, they prefently whip it off with a knife, and thrull the Hulk into a very large 
catabalh called Capaffo, which they cover and fallen to the tree. When this is done 
they leave it, and in a Ihort time have their bottle full of liquor as white as n hoy. This 
they let Hand to purge itfelf for about 'a day after they had taken it down, which it will 
always do to that degree, that its fermentation feems rather to be railed by a good lire, 
than any natural heat. When this is over, they rack it off the lee, and there remains a 
perfect tafte of wine, called by them Melaffo, which often makes the Blacks drunk. 
They are obliged to drink it foon after, for in three days time it will turn to vinegar, 
and in four coagulate and ftink. _ The nature of this tree is principally hot, though it 
produces oil as well as wine, which is naturally cold, and every body knows will con- 
geal like butter. 

Ihere is another fort of wine called Embetta, of a colder nature, drawn much after 
the lame manner from another fort of palm-tree; but this tree generally yields a 
greater quantity, and is planted on the fide of a river, and no where elfe. The tree is 
called Matome. 

In thofe countries where thefe palm-trees that produce wine do not grow, the people 
have artificial ways of procuring it. For this end they let Indian wheat foak in water 
tor fome time, in like manner as we do wheat to make ftarch of. This they afterwards 
take out, and having well beaten and prefled it, they put the liquor into a pot, whence 
it is after a "while drawn off into another, and then they drink it with a great deal of 
pleafure. This liquor they call by the name of Guallo. ° 
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There is another kind of palrr-. called Tamgra, which bears a fruit like olives : but thefe 
having little or no tafte, generally fall to the fhare of the apes and monke Another 
fort there is, whofe fruit are long firings of little balls extremely hard ; v.T.ch r.everthe- 
lefs, after they are pounded and mixed with the powder of the Engalia, o. wild boars 
teeth, compofe a wonderful cordial. Thefe trees are called Mateba. 

That palm which is very like the Matome, if it be not the fame, affords a fort of 
thread from its leaves, whereof the natives weave cloth. Its fmall&fl branches being 
both fmooth and pliant, ferve to make travelling nets of, and which the beuer fort of 
Blacks, but efpecially we Whites, ufe for that purpofe. Of the greater branches, both 
they and we commonly build our houfes. 

The fruit of the tree called Mabocche is not unlike our oranges ; they are exceedingly 
round, and have very tough rinds. Within they ha e feveral feeds like unto thofe 
in pomegranates, but placed more confufedly : the tafte of them is fo very pleafant 
and delightful, being fomewhat inclined to the fharp, that they are commonly given to 
perfons that lie lick of fevers to redtify and refrefh their palates. Of thefe there are 
two forts, the greater and the leffer ; but by how much the latter muff yield in bulk, 
by fo much dt for the moll part gains in perfe&ion. 

The Donno tree has its bark only to boalt of, being in virtue and firagrancy not much 
unlike to our cinnamon. Although this country has not the plant garlic itfelf, yet has 
it neverthelefs a tree, whofe wood not only fmells like it, but has its tafte alfo, and 
moreover is commonly made ufe of after the fame manner. 

The Aliconde is a tree immeafurably great ; within the cavity of whofe trunk, it 
being generally hollow at the bottom, hogs are commonly kept from the fun. The 
fruit of it is very like to our pumpions, with a ftalk about the bignefs of a man’s finger, 
and in length near two or three foot. The ufe of the Ihells of thefe fruit is commonly 
either for veffels or bottles. The inner rind of this tree being well foaked and beaten, 
yields a fort of matter to fpin, much more durable and finer than our hemp, and which 
is made ufe of here for that purpofe. Cotton here is to be gathered in great abun- 
dance, and the Ihrubs it grows on are fo prolific, that they never almoft leave 
fprouting. 

Having thus fpoken of divers plants and fruit-trees of the leaft note, I will proceed 
to defcribe others of both kinds, that have phyfical virtues afcribed to them. 

Amongft thefe the tree Angariaria has the firft place ; either the wood or root of this 
tree is faid to be good to drive away any pains in the fide, occafioned by theftone, gra- 
vel, or the like ; but however the moft efficacious part of it is its fruit, which is not 
unlike to our acorn. Hence it comes to pafs, ' that no difeafe of this kind was ever 
known to have continued long in thefe parts. 

Another tree of medicinal virtue is the Chifecco, any part of which being reduced 
to powder, and mixed with water, is good againft fevers ; and being applied either to 
the forehead or temples of the fxck perfon, infallibly prevents his fainting. 

The Chicongo, a tree likewife, has a purgative power attributed to it. 

What is moft furprifing, is the nature of the tree Mignamigna, which produces poi- 
fon in one part, and its antidote in another ; if any perfon be poifoned either by the 
wood or fruit, then the leaves ferve to cure him ; and if he be poifoned by the leaves 
of them, then he muft have recourfe either to the fruit or wood : the fruit of this tree 

is like a little lemon. ... .... 

Our old lay-brother Leonard, whom I have had often occafion to mention m tots 
relation, and who had lived in this country many and many years, told me he had feen 
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three plants of Storax, Gum-benjamin, and Caffia ; but that neither of them were Itch! 
in any effeem by the Blacks. 

As to pepper, what I have to fay is only this; being one day grievoully tormented 
with wind, i allied a noble Negro, if he could help me to a remedy, he anhvered, 

<c Yes,” and immediately fetched me foine pepper. 1 took it according to his pre- 
jferiptions, and received relief. 1 afterwards demanded of him, whence that came; lie 
told me it was brought from a wood jull out ol the count’s dominions. And doubt lei’s 
there are many other excellent products in thele parts, which for want ol being iulfici- 
ently known, lofe their elleem. 

I Ihould have told you before, that within the dominions of Sogno, there are many 
excellent lemons ; and wherewith one particular i 11 and fo abounds, that there are no 
other trees to be found in it except here and there an orange-tree. In the way to 
Singa you meet with valt woods of orange-trees, which go by the name ol Portugal, 
hut rather deferve that of China, for their thin rinds and lufcious pulps. 

As to birds, this country has two forts like ours, which are Jparrows and turtles ; 
the firlt of which, in time of rain, change their colour to red, though they afterwards 
return to what they were of before, which is ufual with other forts of fowl. Here are 
allb eagles, but to lay the truth, not fo large as 1 have feen cl fe where*. I have more- 
over obierved divers kinds of parrots here, which were very different from thole of 
Brazil, The crows of this country are white upon their breads, and on the tup ol 
their wings, hut black every-w here el fe like ours of Europe. 

Pelican's are often to be met with as you travel to bigna ; they arc all over black, 
except on their breads, which nature has adorned with a kind oi Hclli-colour like to 
that of the neck of a turkey. Whether this be the true pelican or not, which mUuralUls 
fay feeds her young with her own blood, and at the cxponce of her life, 1 ihall not 
undertake to determine. 

Vat her Francis da Pavia, my companion into thele parts, through his long experience 
has informed me, that whild lie was on a journey to Singa, he obferved certain large 
white birds, with long beaks, necks, and feet, which, whenever they heard the lead 
found of an inftmment, began immediately to dance and leap about in the rivers where 
they always redded, and whereof they were great lovers ; tiiis, lie laid, he look, groat 
pleafure to contemplate, and continued often for feme time upon the hanks of the rivers 
to obferve. 

There is another fort of birds fo exceedingly white and line, efpecialiy in their tails, 
that the white ladies buy them up at any rate to adorn t haul elves with. There are 
divers other kinds of birds and fowl, which for brevity fake l omit I'pcaking of. 

Concerning thefe and other birds building their Melts, I obierved that fparrows, and 
fuch-like little birds, built them after the form of our {wallows nclls. The material:; 
they make ufe of, are for the molt part the thread of palm-leaves, which they draw 
out thence with their beaks, and afterwards carry to the place where they tl.-fign to 
build. The manner of their building is round a {lender bough, whereby when the 
wind blows, their young are rocked about in their nefts, like children in their cradles. 

The greater fort of birds build, either on the top, in the trunk, or on the thorny 
boughs of the tree called Mafuma. The prickles of this tree are exceedingly hard, 
and its fruit fomething refembles a green citron : and which when opened throws forth 
a wonderful fine wool (no filk finer, fofter, nor cooler), whereof are commonly made 
pillows and bolfters for lick people. 

Of wild hens I have fpoken in another place, and here I again affirm, that: they are 
in this country much better tailed, and more beautiful than the tame ones. The fame 
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I have to fay of the partridges, which are much like to ours, but neither of which are 
any ways valued by the natives, and therefore they feldom or never look after them. 

But among all the winged inhabitants of this climate, none pleafed me fo much as 
that little bird defcribed by Father Cavazzi in his Hiftorical Defcriptions, b. i. p. 50. 
no * 1 53* This bird, not much unlike a fparrow, at firft fight feems whollv black, 
but upon a nearer view may be difcovered to be of a kind of blue. As Yoon as 
day breaks, he fets up his notes and fings ; but the excellency of his fcng is, that 
it harmonioufly, and almoft articulately pronounces the name of Jefus Chrift ; which 
repeated by many of them in concert, is a heavenly mufic worthy our fpecial cbfer- 
vation, feeing thofe heathen nations excited to own the true God by irrational creatures. 
They are excited by the heavens forming a crofs of ftars under the zone, which many 
have defcribed, and I beheld; they are excited by the mountains, which have the 
crofs carved on them, as has been faid, without knowing by whom ; they are excited 
by the earth, which draws the crucifix on its fruit called Nicefo, as u T e have obferved. 
In fine, thefe little angels excite them with their voices, yet all thefe things are of little 
force to move the hardened hearts of thofe Gentiles. 

It is a wonderful bird mentioned by our Father Coprani, in his Cambr. Illuft. whofe 
long confifts of thefe plain words, Va Dritto ; that is, go right. Nor is there lefs to 
be admired in another bird in thefe parts, and particularly the kingdom of Matamba, 
which, as travellers are on their way, harmonioufly fings, “ Vuichi, Vuichi,” which in 
the language of the Blacks fignifies, honey, honey ; and {kipping from one place to 
another, refts upon the tree where the honey is, that the paffengers may take it, and 
the bird feed on what remains. But it fometimes falls out, that following the cry of 
the bird, the paffenger falls into the clutches of fome lion that lies hid, and fo meets 
his death inftead of honey ; therefore when the bird cries, if he fees not the honey, 
they are aware of the hidden lion, and fly in time. 

Among the variety of numerous quadrupeds, the moil wonderful are the elephants, 
being, as it were, living and moving mines of moil curious white ivory, whereof fo 
great a trade is made; but thefe being vulgarly known to all perfons, I will give no 
other account but only of the manner of killing them. 

When thefe beafts are gathered together in a herd, the hunter anointing himfelf all 
over with their dung, gets in llily with his lance in his hand among them ; there does 
he creep about from one to the other, under their bellies, till he fees an opportunity 
to ftrike any of them under their ear, by which wound they are eafily to be brought 
to the ground. After the ftroke given, the hunter takes immediate care to efcape, 
before the beaft can well turn about to revenge himfelf ; and the other beafts being 
deceived by the fmell of their dung, take no notice of his crying out, and flouncing, 
fuppofing it to be only one of their young. By thefe means the reft of the herd 
walking on, and forfaking their falling companion, leave him a prey to the fuccefsful 
hunter. If the wounded elephant happens to purfue his affaulter, he can eafily baffle 
him, by taking to many roads, for it is a very difficult thing for this beaft to turn his 
body fo often as fuch a dodging would require. The Negroes are wont to diffil a water 
by the fun from the bones of this animal’s legs, which is held to be good againft 
aftm-as, fciaticas, or any cold humours. Some of the pagans of thefe parts, particu- 
larly the Giaghi, have a kind of devotion for the tail of this beaft ; for when any one 
of their captains or chief lords comes to die, they commonly preferve one of thefe tails 
in memory of him, and to which they pay a fort of adoration, out of an opinion they 
have of its great ftrength. For the fake of cutting off thefe tails only, they often 
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undertake this hunting ; hut which amputation muft be performed at one blow, and 
from a living elephant, or their fupcrllition will allow it no virtue. 

In this country of Sogno there are no lions, tigers, nor wolves to be met with, which 
nevcrthelefs other parts of this fide of Africa arc not exempt from. When any of thefe 
bcalts, efpecially tigers, happen to enter the count’s dominions, he that (irft difeovers 
them is obliged to go immediately to a governor, or Mani, and acquaint him therewith ; 
whereupon an alarm is prefenlly beat to raife the country, and the people being lb railed, 
forthwith apply all their endeavours, whether by fhouts, drums, or inftruments 
of war, to force the bcaft into the open field. After they have got him there, they 
fingle out one among them to aflault him ; which the perfon pitched upon perforins 
with a fliarp long knife in one hand, and a flight manageable Afield in the other. As 
often as the beaft leaps at him, the combatant receives his attempts on his fhidd, till at 
laft, talcing his opportunity, he whips olf one or more of his legs with his knife, whereby 
the bcaft being dibbled, eafily becomes a viftim to the conqueror’s fury. The Royal 
Lions, fo called for their generality, carry thcmfelvos with majefty, and do not hurt 
unlefs provoked by fomc accident. 

In Sogno there are a fort of wild dogs, who going out to hunt in great numbers, 
whenever they met with any lion, tiger, or elephant in their way, fet upon him wit h that 
fury, that they commonly bring him to the ground, though they I ole never fo many of 
their company by the attempt. Thefe dogs, not will lftandiug their wildnefs, do little or 
no damage to the inhabitants. They are red-haired, have finall flakier bodies, and 
their tails turn up upon their backs like a greyhound’s. 

The wolves that fometirnes infeft thefe parts are fo very fubtlc, that they will lcratch 
through the walls of the houfes built here with palm leaves, on purpofo to come at the 
people, whom having found, they immediately devour or tear to pieces. A certain 
woman, once happening to go a little further from her houfe than ordinary, left her 
child within afleep : whilft Ore was gone, a wolf broke in, and lay down dole by the 
child that was afleep: The mother coming foon after, went in to feed her child, and 
fpied the wolf, who feeing hitnfelf difeovered, immediately fled. 

At feme huntings there have been taken in this country both wild men and women : 
which to confirm, Father Leonard once told me, that before ray coming thither there 
had been one of that kind prefented to a friar of our order, which wits again bellowed 
by him on the Portugucl'e governor of Loanda. 

Monkeys there are here of divers kinds, fuch as the baboons, which are the larged 
fort ; another kind party-coloured, as big as a cat ; and a third fort leaft of all, which 
neverthelefs, like the others, have all tails longer than their bodies. 

Here are likewife great numbers of wild goats, and many wild boars are to be found 
in. the woods. The tame goats of this country are fo exceedingly fertile, that they will 
bring forth three or four young ones at once. 

The fheep here do not produce wool, but hair; neither arc the rams furnilhed with 
horns as with us, nor are the ewes fo fruitful as the goats before-named. Goats-fleih is 
in much greater efteem in thefe parts than mutton, and therefore the natives chulc 
rather to geld their young goats than their lambs. 

Serpents are not in the leaft wanting here : thofc feen by me of greateft note were the 
Copras, a fort of ferpents whole poifon is in their foam, which though at a great di I lance 
they fpit into the ey6s ? and cauio iucli grievous p<uus 5 that uiilefs there beSfoiue wonuui 
by at the fame time, to afifuage the pains with her milk, the party will become immo 
diately blind. Thefe climb about in the houfes and trees night and day. 
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There is another fort of ferpents, as I have been told, in this country which as foon 
as they are molefted by any traveller, will leap upon him, and twining themfelves round 
about his body, fix a fharp fting they have in their tails into his break, whereby he foon 
burfts and expires. The name of this ferpent is Embambe, and the way the natives 
have to cure themfelves of his wound, and fave their lives, is by cutting him in two 
with a knife, which they carry about them for that purpofe, as foon as ever he has en- 
tered his fting. 

But from hence let us proceed to give an account of more memorable matters. In 
the fecond year of my million I was forced to do my duty for fome time alone, by rea- 
fon that our fuperior being dead, my companion, Father Jofeph, was advanced to that 
dignity, and was gone to refide in the kingdom of Angola. At the fame time the Moft 
Reverend Cardinal Cibo writ us a letter in the name of the facred college, complaining 
that the pernicious and abominable abufe of felling Haves was yet continued among us, 
and requiring us to ufe our power to remedy the faid abufe ; which, notwithftanding, we 
faw little hopes of accomplifhing, by reafon that the trade of this country lay wholly in 
flaves and ivory. Neverthelefs, meeting together not long after, we joined our addreffes 
to the King of Congo, and count of Sogno, and obtained the favour from them, that 
the heretics at leaft fhould be excluded from dealing in this merchandize ; and that eipe- 
cially the Englifh, who made it their chief bufinefs to buy flaves here, and to carry 
them to Barbadoes, an ifland of theirs in the Weft Indies, where they were to be 
brought up in the Proteftant religion, fo very contrary to ours. This letter was firft 
read by me to the count, and afterwards on a feaft-day I made the contents of it known 
to the people, earneftly recommending to them to have a compaffionate regard to fo 
many miferable creatures, their countrymen, that were daily fuffered to come under 
the power of heretics, that would not only enflave them, but likewife pervert the good 
principles we had inftilled into them. I moreover urged, that if there were a necelflty 
for a trade of this kind, they Ihould fooner have to do with the Hollanders, who were 
obliged to deliver fo many flaves at Cadiz every year, whereby their countrymen might 
have ftill the happinefs of continuing among Catholics, though in bonds. 

I propofed likewife for them to trade in this nature with the Portuguefe, rather than 
the Hollanders ; which they would not hearken unto for feveral reafons. 

Firft, Becaufe they would by no means have that nation eftablilh themfelves in their 
country. Secondly, By reafon that they would give them no opportunity to fell their 
arms and a mm unition amongft them : and Thirdly, Becaufe they always under-valued 
the flaves, and never offered fo much as they were worth. 

Thefe, with fome others, have been the reafons that the Portuguefe have never yet 
been able to get any footing in Sogno. 

A year almoft paft before there was any fhip appeared in this country ; at laft an 
Englifh veffel came to anchor there. This I immediately advifed the count of, requiring 
at the fame time, that if fhe were really Englifh, {he fhould not be fuffered fo land any 
perfon whatfoever. The count’s anfwer was, that I fhould be obeyed : but which I ob- 
ferved to be fpoke by him with fuch coldnefs, that I could eafily difcover in him a con- 
trary intention ; and which I was the more confirmed in, when I reflected upon the pro- 
fit he was to make, both by the buyer and the feller. All this while the captain of the 
fhip pretended that he would tarry only three days to take in frefh provifions ; which 
being paft, he fcarcely fhewed the leaft ftgn of being gone. While he was yet in the 
river, I happened to go down to the fhore to fpeak with the Mafucca, or Receiver of the 
Whites. Being but juft entered his houfe, I faw two Englifhmen, who I thought had 
been no nearer than their ufual Ration ; they feeing me, drew in, and I turned my back 
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to go out again : but fcarce had I reached (he threfliold, before I hoard a brace of piftol- 
bullets whiz by my ear. At this being aftonifhed, 1 looked about, but faw nobody. 
Then 1 fell ou my knees, returned thanks to heaven for my ei'eape ; and afterwards 
went in again boldly to make my complaint to the mailer of the houle of the villainy, 
which I fuppofe was defigned me by thefo Engliflnnen : but to my great difappoinimeni 
he returned me neither a compliment nor a relbntmcnt. 

The day following the before-mentioned captain came to me, but that rather to allront 
than confer with me ; demanding of me at firlt fight, c< What 1 had to do to oppole the 
Englilh trading in that port ?” To which 1 replied, u That purfuant to an agreement 
between me and the count, all heretics were to be excluded from dealing in Haves 
throughout the dominions of Sogno, but as to all other matters of traflick they were at 
liberty.” “ What do you mean by heretics ?” quoth he. “ fs not our Duke of York a 
Roman Catholic, and chief of our company, from whom 1 have a full power to trade, 
where, and in what merchandize I plcafe ?” “ Granted,” faid I ; but then I a Hedged 
further, “ That I was fure it was not the intention of that Duke, t that Clirillians fhouhi 
be bought and fold for flaves, nor that Inch as. he (meaning the captain) Humid be al- 
lowed not only to trade, but likewife to rob and infeft the (ho res wherever they came, 
in like manner as another Englilh captain had done there lad year ; who, as loon as he 
had taken in all his lading, fell to walling the country, and forced away Jevoral of the 
natives into flavery, and killed many others that he could not get away. This (i told 
him) I would afluredly acquaint the Duchefs of York, my country-woman, with, that 
the Duke her hufband’s reputation might not fuller, and fuch offenders might be pu- 
nched as they well deferred.” To this the captain began to reply with great heat, de- 
fending both himfelf and his countryman, the other captain, thinking to overcome 
reafon with noife; and if fome people had not come in to my allillancc, 1 know 
not what might have come on it. I afterwards font to let the count know, that I Humid 
not open the church-doors till thole heretics, that were enemies both to our church 
and him, were gone. This mellage foon brought the count to our convent, where, 
when he entered to fpealc. with me, there came in with him only one man, who 
had a long knife in his hand drawn about four inches out of the flieath: this 
knife, as he knelt on the ground, he held with one hand on the halt, and the other 
on the flieath. For the better underflanding of this, yon mull know that whenever 
the count comes to lpcak with us, nobody has leave to enter the room with him 
but the interpreter: and when any extraordinary cafe requires another’s coming in, 
he muft kneel all the while, in like manner as the interpreter is obliged to' do. 
The count began with me very low, endeavouring to convince me, that, c on fi during the 
many enemies that furrounded him on all fides, he ought to provide himlelf of anus and 
ammunition of war, and which he could bell do from the European fhips that came to 
trade in his dominions. This and the like he urged with a great deal of cunning-, but at. 
length perceiving by my anfwers that he gained but little upon me, he began to gather up 
his countenance, and to move his lips quick in order to thunder out loine dreadful 
menaces againlt me ; but which I timely perceiving, flatted up upon my feet, and pre- 
vented his fury with thefollowing words: “ The reafon,” faid 1 to him refolutely, “ ofmy 
coming into your dominions, was for thefervice of God, and the falvation of your fouls ; 
and in order to that duty incumbent on me, I cannot difpenfe with the hazarding even 
of my life, in withdrawing fo many poor fouls from out of the power of Lucifer,” 
(meaning the Haves to be bought by heretics,) “ which neverthelefs you feem by your 
arguments to give wholly up to him. Think then, my lord count,” continued 1, « on 
your own cafe m fo palpable an aft of difobedien.ee $ for as for my part, I fhall always 
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endeavour to perlift in my duty/’ Having fpoke thefe words, I immediately offered to 
go out of the room, but the repenting count catching me faft hold by the arm, and 
changing his countenance almoft from black to yellow, would by no means fuffer me fo 
to do, crying out, “ Hear my reafons firft, Father ; hear my reafons before you go.” 
Then clapping himfelf down upon a bench, he fell into a long difcourfe, but in which I 
often interrupting him, he at lafh flew away in a great paffion, muttering and mumbling 
to himfelf, “ That he was the head of the church in his dominions, and that I without 
him could do nothing ; no, not fo much as baptize a child.” By thefe and other fuch 
like fpeeches of his, I could eafily perceive that he fided with the Engliih, and I was tho- 
roughly convinced thereof afterwards, when he caufed proclamation to be made at three 
of the clock in the morning, to forbid all his fubje&s throughout the whole Banza to go 
any more to our church ; but this he neverthelefs did without laying any penalty on 
thofe that difobeyed him, and confequently his fubjecls being true fervants of God, took 
no manner of notice of his proceeding, but continued to come to church as before. 
Notvvithftanding their good difpofitions, 1 thought myfelf obliged to excommunicate the 
count by fixing a fchedule on the church-doors, and which I did by an authority fent 
me from the bifliop of Angola. Hence it followed that our flaves that belonged to the 
offices of the church, as likewife thofe that ferved in the convent, immediately forfook 
me, and that I fuppofe by inlligation of their prince who had withdrawn, them', to caufe 
me the fooner to comply. Whilft I yet continued firm in my refoluticns, a Dutch {hip 
appeared in the hatbour: foon after her arrival the count’s fecretary brought her cap- 
tain, according to cuftorn, to me for my benediction, which neverthelefs the Englifc 
captain had neglefted to alk ; I gave it him, and by thofe means extinguilhed part of 
the fury inltilled into the people’s breads by the magicians and wizard againft me ; for 
they had made it their bufinefs to make the people believe, that I purpofely oppofed the 
aforefaid contracts with the Europeans, that their nation might be unprovided of arms 
and ammunition when their enemies the Portuguefe came againft them, and which they 
likewife affirmed I by fecret means encouraged. The anchoring this Ihip in the harbour 
occafioned the fpeedy departure of the other ; for in lefs than thirteen days after fhe 
hoiftcd fail and put to Tea, carrying away with her about fourteen or fifteen of the 
natives of Sogno, befides near a hundred more which the captain faid had been fold him 

by the pagans. _ , 

Finding an opportunity to acquaint my fuperior, in the kingdom of Angola, with 
thefe matters, I immediately fet about it, and difpatched away two letters, but which 
were both intercepted, by order from the count : this coming to my ears, I writ three 
more," one of which I confided to a faithful Black, promifing him a confiderable re- 
ward’ if he delivered it ; the other two I fent publicly, which were intercepted, as 
before. About the fame time the count likewife writ a letter to the bifliop of Loanda, 
complaining, “ That I would neither adminifter the facraments, nor open the church 
and befides, “ That I had condemned the wizards to death in an open congregation.” 
To this the faid bifliop, well knowing both the treachery and hypocrify of the Blacks, 
rravc uo anfwer ; but however foon after fent my fuperior, accompanied with Father 
Beuedia a Belvedere, to affift me. Here mark the providence of God ! Whilft the 
count continued in his obftinacy, a certain difeafe that reigned in the neighbouring 
parts, called in the Portuguefe Bexigas, but in ours the fmaJI-pox, had reached his 
dominions, and whereof great numbers died daily. The people being fenfible that 
this muft be fent as a judgment among them, gathered forthwith together, and ad- 
dreffed themfelves with great earneftnefs to the count, advifing him, “ To retract and 
atone for the great error he had been guilty of, or, befides the juft judgment of God 
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both upon him and them, they would infallibly rife againft him for ralrcfs.” To 
this the count anfwered, “ That it had never been his defires, that they Ihould fufl'er 
any ways upon his account ; and that what he had forbid by his proclamation, was only 
to frighten the miffioner into obedience : but fince they were of opinion that what had 
befallen them was occafioned by this injunction, he was willing, if he might thereby 
confirm their fafety, to take it off.” Though he foon after was as good as his word, 
yet were the people not wholly fatisfied, affirming, “ That they would not die like 
dogs, but like true C.hrillians, as they had been bred, and therefore willed him to 
prefent himfelf before me, to afk forgivenefs for his crime, to the end that the church- 
doors might be again fet open to them.” This he foon after accomplilhed, in the fol- 
lowing manner, but whether through finccrity or hypocrify 1 (hall not pretend to 
determine : — Having clothed all his courtiers in like manner as they were wont to be 
when they go to receive ambafladors, he alone appeared in lackcloih, u. dhoti, with a 
crown of thorns on his head, a crucifix in his hand, and a large cable rope about his 
neck: in this manner, coming to our convent, he proflruted himfelf humbly at the 
gate, befeeching me to pardon him his crime, and only excufmg himfelf, that what 
he did was done rafhly and without confider.ition, but that he was now ready to make 
me all manner of fatisfa&ion for his difobedicncc. He remembered me moreover of 
the prefumption of David, and hoped, that like him having repented, lie Ihould like- 
wife receive mercy. Having faid thus much, he gave his crucifix to one of his attendants 
to hold, and afterwards kneeled and killed my feet : hereupon I immediately railed 
him from the ground, took off the crown of thorns from his head, and rope from his 
neck, and then repeated to him thofe words which I formerly uttered to another perfon 
on the like occafion, “ If you have finned like David, imitate him likewife in your 
repentance.” After this I waited upon him out as far as the ftroet, and then left him. 

He afterwards came a fecond time in the aforefaid manner to have his cxcommu- 
nica taken off : but I told hint, “ That I would willingly have complied with his 
defires, but that in about three days time my fuperior would come into thofe parts, 
and that it was more proper for him to abfolve fo great a perfon as he.” I farther told 
him, “ That as for his accomplices, I would undertake to give them abfolution,” which 
I foon after performed both to his and their fatisfa&ion. At laft the exported bather 
arrived, and I having acquainted him with what had been already 'done, he after, a 
delay of a few days gave the penitent count abfolution. Having received this great 
favour and affiftance from the bifhop, I thought myfelf obliged to return him my molt 
humble thanks and acknowledgements, and withal to inform him of the cauf'e, manner, 
and time of my {hutting up the church, as likewife with the reafons I had to threaten 
the wizards with the punilhment the count hacl writ to him about. 

The Dutch all this while followed their trade clofe. A certain captain among them 
called Cornelius Clas, having acquired a reputation with the natives by his lubtilties, 
went about fowing his heretical tares amidft the true corn of the gofpd. Aniougft 
other (damnable) do&rines, he maintained, that Baptifm was alone necdlary to lalva- 
tion, becaufe it took away original fin, as the blood of our Saviour did a&ual fin. 
The better to comply with the Blacks, whom he knew to be defirous of greater liberty 
in thofe matters, he affirmed, there was need of no other facrament than that of bap- 
tifm ; and that if they had a mind to communicate, they Ihould do it, but that con- 
fefiion was not necelfary, being only to be underftood figuratively. And he farther 
(impudently) difowned the real prelence of Chrift in the confecrated hoft. To pro- 
cure himfelf with the greater credit,, he often invoked the faints to his affiftance, . and 
Specially St. Anthony, though his tribe generally deny the praying to feints to be of 
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any ufe to us. He afterwards repeated feveral expreffions here and there out of our 
fermons in Lent, and then proceeded to ridicule them after the following manner : — 

44 O !” cried he, 44 your father’s an able preacher and a great fcholar, he hits the nail 
on the head, and talks to the purpofe ; but if he would improve you thoroughly, he 
ought to advance fuch and fuch doftrines” (which by the way were moft pemicioufly 
heretical). Thus he run on for above an hour together, exploding our opinions and 
recommending his own, rill he had at laft fo far prevailed upon thofe miferable Negroes, 
that their hearts were become as black as their countenances. Although this perfoa’s 
principles and defigns came at length to be known, yet were the moft ignorant never- 
thelefs affefted with his arguments and perfuaiions ; but notwithftanding thefe mifchiefs 
came not to our knowledge till after the departure of their author. 

Let us now come to other matters not unlike the foregoing. In the fifth year of 
my million another Englilh fliip happened to come to an anchor in the river : as foon 
as I perceived it, I went to the count and faid, 44 Behold, my lord, another Englilh 
lhip appears in the harbour !” and at the fame time begged of him not to permit any 
of the men to land, for fear of the like inconveniences that had before happened : he 
feemed to comply readily with my defires, and promifed that none fliould ; neverthe- 
lefs felf-intereft blinding him again, he received the accuftomed prefents, and fuffered 
them to trade again within his dominions, which we would by no means agree to. 
The captain came with his commiffion to our convent, and endeavoured to find me 
out, but could not. In the mean-rime, without any further delay, we publilhed a 
manifefto, that upon pain of excommunication none Ihould prefume to fell any Haves 
to the Englilh : but as to bartering ivory, ebony, or the like with them, they might 
freely do it. The captain hereupon could get but five negroes, and thofe he bought 
before the manifefto was publilhed. He came a fecond rime to my apartment accom- 
panied by a Dutch captain, and with a great deal of fubmiffion faid to me, 44 Father, 
what reafon have I given you to deny me, To much to my difadvantage, a free trade in. 
this port, when I have fuffered fo many hardlhips, and undergone fo great peril in 
my voyage hither ?” To which I courteoully anfwered, 44 That I would do any thing 
that lay. in my power to ferve any Chriftian, and him in particular, who appeared to 
be fo very civil, but that in this matter I could do nothing without an order from my 
fuperior.” I told him further, 44 That though I was againft his trading alhore, as 
being an Englilhman, and confequently a heretic, I could not prevent his doing it by 
fea, and therefore if he could find any to traffic with him he might freely do it 
44 That is what I would rather have,” replied the captain, 44 for thereby I may trade 
cuftom-free. Now I perceive,” continued he, 44 that thefe brutes,” meaning the 
Negroes, 44 have always their hands open to receive prefents, but when there is any 
favour to be returned, they .immediately Ihrug up their Ihoulders and excufe them- 
felves, pretending the miflioners will not let them grant it. But why,” added he, 
44 did they not explain themfelves at firft, that I might have faved my pfefenr, and 
failed about my bu fi nefs elfewhere ? It fhall go hard, but I will make them know whom 
they have to deal with.” Then turning to me, he faid, 44 Well, Father, I cannot but 
thank you heartily for acquainting me with the truth, and let them reftore to me what 
I gave them, and I will be gone. But firft,” quoth he, 44 give me leave to prefent 
Your Reverence with a barrel of wheat-flour to make your Hofts of, a fmall veffel 
of Aqua-vitse, and fomething elfe that may lie within the verge of my capacity.” I 
returned him a thoufand thanks for his kind proffers, and told him, tnat though I had . 
occafion for the wheat-flour I would by no means accept it of him, and afterwards 
having forced a bafket of fruit upon him difiniffed him. The count having difpofed of 
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the orefent that was given him, could by no means reftore it, and betides durft not 
for fear of excommunication provide him the (laves he had promifcd. lhis lo vexed 
the captain, that taking only along with him two Haves, and a htde ivory he had got 
before he left his houfe in the night-time, and went immediately aboard lus flup; 
his landlord foon miffing him got up betimes, and went after, him for his rent, but 
the captain having caufed three Patereroes to be turned agamft the Negro s boat, 
dared him to come near him after the following manner : “ Come hither, ilave, 
quoth he, “ and I will pay you in a certain, coin that you very well deferve. Alter 
which bellowing a great many curies on him, he fet fail and departed. The count 
was again excommunicated for his difobedience, but not by a paper fixed up at the 
church-doors formally, which he took with much patience. 1 hough a Black, he is an 
abfolute prince, and not unworthy of a crown, though he were in Italy, confidering 
the number of his fubje&s, and large dominions. , - . 

Before the Englilhman had weighed anchor to be gone, another Dutch Hup came 
into the river, which my companion Father Benedid da Belvedere perceiving, imme- 
diately oppofed the landing of any of her men; his reafon was that they were heretics, 
in like manner as the Englilh, and which he confirmed by the herefies the above-men- 
tioned Dutch captain hacl not long before fpread amonglt us. I could not well dill'ent 
from this opinion of his, neverthelefs for quietnefs-fake I told him, that fmee we had 
fo luckily got rid of the Englilh, we mall of neceffity admit of the Dutch, or the peo- 
ple would be apt to rebel ; for not caring to trade with the Portuguefo for fome 
reafons belt known to thcmfelves, they would have noboby elfe to utter their com- 
modities to, which would prove no fmall detriment both to the church and the Hate. 
He underftood me I don’t queftion, but notwithllanding took little or no notice of. what 
I faid, being tranfported with too great a zeal for the church’s good, which, had it not 
been fo exceffive, might have fucceeded better than it did. 

OnEafter-Day there was a great feaft held throughout the count’s dominions, when 
the electors and governors were obliged to come to court to wifh their lord a happy 
Eafter, according to cuftom. He that voluntarily abfented himielf was looked upon 
as a rebel, and thofe that came were treated at the count’s charge ; the clutters and 
governors dividing the provifions amongft their followers. My aforefaitl companion 
hearing a confufed found of inftruments, and many loud acclamations from the people 
gathered together in vail numbers, made what halle he could to them that he might 
prevent thofe feftivals, which he looked upon as not proper to be celebrated in a 
place where the count affifted, who then Hood excommunicated. For my part I 
could not well fathom his intentions, for he only came to me and demanded my 
Welling and leave to go out of the convent, which I could not refufc him. At his 
firft coming the chief elector came up to him to falute him, which he coldly received 
and returned ; after a few compliments they came to complaints. My companion 
began to blame them for having fo courteoully admitted of the Hollanders, as allb for 
folemnifmg of this feaft, which they ought not to prefume to have done as matters 
went. This fo exafperated the elector, that he cried out with a great pall ion, “ What 
heretics ! What Chriltians ! What Catholics ! Are we not all to be laved by baptiltu 
alone?” Father Benedict being out of patience at thefe words, and truly moved for 
the honour of God’s fervice, though a little too exorbitantly, without any reply flopped 
up to him, and gave him a found box on the ear by way of admonition. This affront 
the ele&or’s people fo greatly refented, that they immediately gathered about him to 
defend him, and thofe that were without the walls likewife made at the fame time 
an attempt to get into the place. The count, captain-general, and great-captain being 
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foon informed of what had happened, prefeatly interpofed to prevent the mifiioner’s 
receiving any damage from the fury of the multitude, and afterwards conduced him 
fafe to our convent. The chief intent of this Father’s extraordinary zeal, was to make 
known to fo great a company of people got together, what danger their fouls were in 
by converfmg with heretics. 

For my part I judged a fpeedy reconciliation with the eleftor highly necefiary, and 
therefore fome few days after I fent for him to our convent ; - he came, and after 
having courteoufly received him, I defired him to recant fincerely what he had faid, 
and alk Father Benedi&’s pardon, and I would abfolve him. To which he anfwered 
fmiling, “ That would be pleafant indeed ; I am the fufferer, and yeti mull be guilty ; 
he was the aggreffor, and yet I mull beg pardon. Muff I receive a blow, and not- 
withftanding be thought to have offended ?” Then I replied, et That mull not be taken 
for an injury, which was notfo intended j the blow was not to offend, but defend you, 
being as it were a, remembrance not to hearken to the errors of heretics. Befides you 
ought to confider that it was given out of paternal affection by your fpiritual Father, 
and whom it did not mifbecome to give it. Moreover you know among us the biffiops 
do it in cafes of confirmation, and the perfon that receives it takes it rather for an 
honour than affront. You ought to confefs that you deferved correction for venting 
fo dangerous an opinion in the prefence of fo many true Catholics.” Being convinced 
by thefe reafons that he had been in the wrong, he confented to recant his error, 
which he did after mafs at the church-door, confeflmg that what he had done was 
merely occafioned through paffion, and not out of any difobedience to the doCtrine 
of the church, for which he had a fincere veneration. Afterwards begging pardon of the 
aforefaid Father, and killing his feet, he was again received into our communion. 
After all this he made his humble acknowledgments to the count, for having prefumed 
to incline his people to a rebellion within his dominions. 

To extirpate this herefy effectually out of the minds of the people, we took ant 
occafion, after we had given abfolution to the elector and his followers, to preach a 
fermon to them to this purpofe : t{ That whereas paradife was allowed by all to be a 
place of the greateft purity and brightnefs, fo ought to be the minds of thofe who 
are in election to be admitted inhabitants thereof. Lucifer the prince of light, for 
having fulfered himfelf to be contaminated with pride, occafioned his being thrown 
headlong into hell, together with his adherents. Can it feem poffible to you that fo 
pure and peaceful a place Ihould admit of the haughty and unclean ? Some among you 
are like your own Maccacos, or monkeys amongft us, who keeping poffeffion of any thing 
they have ftolen, will fooner fuffer themfelves to be taken and killed than to let go their 
prey. So impure fwine wallow in their filth, and care not to be cleanfed. To remedy 
this, our Saviour inftitutecl the facrament of repentance, to the end that when man had 
finned, he might come and purify himfelf from his tranfgreffions.” Thefe and many 
other fpiritual memorandums were given by us, proving at the fame time, that God 
being all goodnefs, could not poffibly be the occafion of any evil. We then demanded 
of them, “ If they were not convinced that this was true by the light of their natural 
reafon ?” They all anfwered with a common confent, ct That it was, and that they had 
been deceived by the heretical feducer, who had impofed doCtrines upon them which 
were contrary to the word of God. We hope therefore that for the future thefe 
herefies will be totally exringuiflted, fince we have taken fo much pains to decry them 
both in the pulpit and elfewhere.” The fame night that the count had been made ac- 
quainted with his falling again under the fentence of excommunication, for having 
defiened to furnifh the Englifh with flaves, contrary to the manifefto publifhed by us, 
6 l l 2 his 



MEROLLa’s VOYAGE TO CONGO* 


360 

his countefs was feized with a fainting fit, occafioned either by her being with child 
or elfe through, the difgufl fhe had conceived at her hufband’s proceedings. Being 
thus ill, ihe immediately difpatched her fon to me to defire me to come to her, who 
doubting whether I would comply or not, thought himfelf obliged to fwear, that his 
mother was at death’s door. Being moved by charity, I went accompanied by Father 
Stephen de Romano, who had fome fmall fkill in phyfic. By his means, and through 
God’s grace, ihe foon recovered, aiid was confeffed. This lady was, to give her her due, 
a very religious woman, and a great frequenter of the blefled facrament ; and befides, 
one that upon many occafions, when the count her hufband and we were at variance, 
would fend us divers refrelhments of oranges and lemons, and the like. The count 
having obferved at a diftance the civility and kindnefs we /hewed to his wife, feemed 
to be mightily plcafed with it. Thinking to take him in this good humour, 1 went up 
to him, and defired him to excufe What I had ordered him to be made acquainted with, 
having been thereto obliged by the duty of my function, and was for that end come 
into his country. I likewife told him, that if he would needs follow his own inclinations, 
he muft be a pagan, and could not deferve the title of a Chriltian ; and moreover 
informed him what a ftrift account I had to give not only to my fuperiors, but alfb to 
my own confcience, and therefore exhorted him to fubmit himfelf to the cenfures of the 
church. I defired him to remember likewife how 1 had expofed my life for his good, 
and that I could not but have a particular kindnefs for him, being my fpiritual pupil. 
This I fpoke to prevent his flying out into paffions and difdain, as lie was wont to do 
upon occafions of reproof. 

From mid Lent to Whitfuntide the count had not been' within the church-doors, except 
fometimes incognito ; but generally flood at a diftance, whence he might fee the prieft 
at the altar, and where he heard mafs. On Afcenfion-evc he fent to beg of me for the 
love of God to abfolve him. I would have willingly complied with his requeft, but 
was prevented by Father Benedict, who alledged that it was by no means proper to take 
him again into our communion, till the Hollanders had weighed anchor, and were gone. 
On Whitfunday he fent a meffenger to me again, giving me to underftand, that his lub- 
je&s not feeing him appear in the church as formerly might probably rife in a tumult j 
to prevent which he propofed to agree to all I had required of him, provided I would 
abfolve him. My anfwer was, that he fliould appear next morning at the fecond mafs, 
drefled in mourning like a penitent, and fliould moreover bring along with him all the 
ele&ors, together with the two captains, the general, and great-captain. As I had com- 
manded, fo it was performed. Thofe others that ought to have been prefent, and could 
not come, were excufed upon fending proxies. Being all met, I addrofled my ft If to 
the count, and endeavoured to make him fenfible what damage he might do to fo many 
poor fouls as he was mafter of, by encouraging them to have commerce with heretics. 
I .remembered him alfo of the late affronts received from the Englifh, and indulged by 
him. Upon hearing this and a great deal more, which I do not think ncedlary to 
repeat here, both the count and all the reft took an oath uponj the holy Miflal, that 
they would fooner lofe their lives than fuffer any Englifh fhip to enter any of their ports 
again, which is obferved and performed even to this day. The penance I impofed upon 
the count was that he by his authority fhould oblige three hundred of thofe that lived 
in unlawful wedlock to marry. He gladly accepted the propofal, and afterwards entered 
the church with great pomp and univerfal joy, and never in the leaf! offended after. ’ v 

The reconciled count not only performed what had been enjoined him, but brought 
over four hundred to the holy ftate of matrimony. Amongft the reft there was one 
Mani, who hot only married himfelf, but alfo caufed two fons, and as many daughters 
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of his to do the like at the fame time. My companion Father Benedict obferving and 
wondering at the great care and diligence the count employed in reducing fo many 
ftrayed fouls to matrimony, cried out, “ As long as all is fecure here, I will go on in 
my million, and try what I can do with others abroad, by urging thefe good examples 
to them.” As he hoped, fo it came to pafs ; for in lefs than fix weeks he had caufed 
above fix hundred to marry. This was a very laborious work, and put him into a vio- 
lent fit of ficknefs two days journey from our houfe. As foon as I heard of his bang 
ill, I fent for him home ; but he would by no means comply with me, affirming, “ That 
a good foldier ought to die with his fword in his hand and further, “ That if he loft 
that opportunity of recovering fo many poor fouls from perdition, he knew not when 
he might have the like again offered him.” His death not long after, together with my 
being fick, put a flop to fo great and fo good a work but juft begun. 

It is neceffary here to inform you, that in the dominions of Sogno, thofe that are law- 
fully married live with all manner of love and amity together, and particularly the wo- 
men, who are conftant to their hufbands, whether Blacks or Whites. The many years 
that the Europeans have traded here, there has not been found one baftard among them, 
which are neverthelefs fo frequent to be met with in other countries. Thefe women 
have a particular averfion to heretics, as may be perceived by what follows. A Dutch 
captain walking one day in this country, and obferving a married woman taking a pipe 
of tobacco after the cuftom of the country, fent his Have to her to defire her to let him 
have a whiff. The good woman hearing the meffage, took her pipe out of her mouth, 
and hugged it in her arms, and without anfwering a word proceeded on .in her way. 
The Have neverthelefs profecuted his mafter’s requefl, and followed her, repeating often 
what he had before required, till at length perceiving her obftinate and fixed in a refufal, 
the better to incline her to refign the pipe to him, he gave her a box on the ear, threat- 
ening her with worfe, if fhe perfifted in a denial. The woman notwithftanding bore all 
patiently, and would not confent to gratify him, whatever he could do to hen I fhould 
have told you, for the better underftanding of this, that it is a cuftom in this country, 
that when any one obtains a pipe out of a woman’s mouth, it is a probable eameft of 
further favours. From hence may be learnt what a propenfity the women have to 
chaftity in thefe parts, many of whom meet together on the firft day of Lent, and oblige 
themfelves to a ftrift continence till Eafter ; infomuch that if any one among them 
fhould happen to deviate from the vow they had jointly engaged in, fhe would immedi- 
ately think herfelf guilty of a great fault, and confequently undergo voluntarily feme 
fevere penance. Tney are likewife molt rigid obfervers of all fafts enjoined by the 
church, and which they will not tranfgrefs even where neceffity requires they fhould, 
and in which cafes we are obliged to command them to do it to fave their lives. 

At length my companion Father Benedict finding himfelf worfe and worfe, fent a 
meffenger to me to defire me to afford him fome fuccour. I thereupon immediately 
difpatched four flaves belonging to the church, to bring him in a net to the convent, 
that being the eafieft way I could propofe to have him brought. Ihe better to nature 
the performance of my commands, I threatened, the flaves with tranfportation, a thing 
they are more than ordinarily afraid of, in cafe of difobedience or treachery. They 
brought him foon after, and being arrived, he immediately entered upon a general con- 
fefitbn of his fins, even from his youth upwards to that day. The malady he was 
affeted with was the gout, which, getting not long after into his flomach, at once ended 
both his life and his good actions, which were many. His funeral obfequies were per- 
formed fuitable to his chara&er, at which affifted the count with a vaft number of peo- 
ple, I myfelf faying mafs, though I languifhed at that time under a violent fever. Fa- 
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ther Benedict was a native of our kingdom of Naples, though he fir ft received the habit 
of the order of St. Francis in the Roman province. He was a public preacher in the 
city of Rome, as likewife a confeffor to the nuns. The death of this good man may 
well be faid to be lamented by all, fince the very birds and beafts had their fhare of 
concern at it : for it was to be obferved, that whillt the corps was upon the bier, it was 
attended by feveral parrots and wild hens, which hovered about waiting till it fliould 
be interred. A dog likewife that had belonged to the deccafed Father, milling his 
mafter after he was buried, would neither eat nor drink, but lay howling after an 
extraordinary manner at the church-door. I gave him afterwards to the captain-general 
to be tranfported into fome diftant ifland: but this availed little, for in lei's than a 
month’s time he returned, and placing himfelf at the door of the deceafed Father’s 
cell, continued to howl as before, till at length, having eat nor drank nothing for many 
days, and being thereby quite famifhed, he groaned out a difinal farewell to his loving 
mafter, and fo died. 

It may not be here amifs to infert a certain quarrel that happened among the Negroes 
in the fourth year of my million, and whilft the aforefakl Father was living ; but wherein 
nobody was killed through the timely orders fent to prevent it. The difference w.us 
this : — The captain-general, fon to the count’s brother, being at variance with the 
count’s other nephew, fon to his lifter, -while they were mutually provoking each other 
with ill language, the latter happened to throw down the former, and falling a-top of 
him, began to belabour him lultily with his fills, which nevcrthelefs nobody law. '£hc 
perfon aggrieved complained of this ulage to the count, who having heard him patiently, 
at length laid to him, “ What jultice would you have me to do between you two that 
are fo nearly allied ?” The captain-general having received the like affront once before 
from the countefs’s brother, brilkly replied, “ What, would your excellency have me 
put up this affront too ? No, it is not in my power, and I would have my enemies to 
know that I am not fo much to be defpifed.” This faid, he withdrew, and taking up 
arms together with his other three brothers, he beat an alarm to challenge the count’s 
Other two nephews to battle, who neverthelefs were not able to appear againft him with- 
out the afliftance of their uncle’s troops that were already gone all over to the captain- 
general’s fide; and this caufed them not to appear at all. 1 

The better to underftaad the manner of challenging in this country, I muft acquaint 
you that the Negroes, when they have any private quarrels among them, do not care 
to decide the matter fingly, but each gets as many of his friends as he can together to 
do it for him. When they are come to the appointed place, and drawn up in fight 
of their adverfaries, they begin to argue the cafe coolly ; then proceed to abufing each 
other with inve&ives, till at length, their blood being fired by injurious language, they 
fall to it helter-lkelter. Then their drums begin to beat confufedly, which are made 
of thin wood all of a piece, and in form like our great earthern jars. Thole being 
covered with a beaft’s Ikin, are founded, not with little flicks, but with the hand, and 
which make a much greater noife than our drums do. They that have the rile of guns, 
after the firft onfet throw them away, having them more to fright than offend the 
enemy. They fet them againft their breaft, without taking any aim, by which means 
the balls generally fly oyer their enemies’ heads, -without doing them any harm ; for 
they perceiving the flafli in the pan, are likewife accuftomed to fquat down, and after 
having fo received the firing, rife up of a fudden, and run forwards. After they have 
thu s thrown away their fire-arms, they betake themfelves to their bows and arrows. 
When they are at a diftance they fend their arrows up into the air, that by their falling 
they may do their enemies the greater mifehief ; but -when they are nearer, they fhoot 
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them m a direft line. They are wont fometimes £0 poifon their arrows, the wounds 
made by which they recover by pifs. When the arrows fall, the adverfe party imme- 
diately gathers them up to make ufe of them again. The fhort arms they employ are 
great and fmall knives, axes, and the like, which they buy of the Europeans. When 
they come to engage, the perfons that are conquered become flaves - to the conquerors 
if they are taken ; and if not, they often kill themfelves for anger. In Congo, when 
there are no priefts there, Chrifitians make flaves of Chriftians, which they often do 
upon very flight quarrels. 

But to return from whence we have ftrayed, let us go on with our ftory. After a 
little while two electors, whereof one was the Mani Enguella 3 the counts coufin 
came up to the captain-general, who together with his friends ftood with their arms in 
their hands, and endeavoured to pacify him. They found him fitting majeftically 
under an umbrella, as it were a canopy ; when with a more than kingly gravity, he 
broke forth into thefe words : “ He that has a mind to fpeak with me, let him do it 
proftrate on the ground.” This the two electors would by no means condefcend to 
do, fince that would be to make him no lefs than count. Whereupon the haughty 
general leaped up in a pafllon, and difpofed himfelf to a rebellion, marching with his 
followers two days journey off from the city. His three brothers polled away imme- 
diately to his government, which was a country given him by the count, in grati- 
tude for haying fuppreflfed a dangerous rebel, who called himfelf Duke of Bamba of 
Sogno. Hither he was foon after to follow, but was happily prevented by our inter- 
posing ; for had he gone, the confequence might have been no fmall prejudice to the 
* count. The arms and ammunition he carried along with him were feveral fmall field- 
pieces, three hundred mufquets, thirty barrels of powder, a great number of bows, 
arrows, and the like, with great quantities of provifions. The manner of our inter- 
poling was this : — On All-Saints’ day, after the firft mafs, the count came to me with 
concern in his countenance, and told me what a rebellion was raifed againlt him. I 
anfwered, that as foon as I obferved the firft motions amongft the people, I leaped 
forth of my cell, and went to enquire what was the matter. I was acquainted that the 
Baretti (fo the family of thefe rebels was called) were got together to divert themfelves. 
To which I replied, that their exercife did not at all feem to me to be tending that way ; 
but I rather fuppofed it to be occafioned by fome contentions among them. Having 
then the chalice in my hand to fay the fecond mafs, and being fomewhat miftruliful 
that this might arife from the captain-general’s influence, I caufed it to be enquired 
into when he had been at church, and was informed that he was prefent at the firft 
mafs. Now if this had been true, I had foon prevented all future mifcarriages $ but 
being impofed upon, I could not. I then offered the count to do what in me lay to 
quiet the difturbance, and promifed to go find out the captain-general for that purpofe. 
Hereupon my net was fpeedily got ready, and I fet forth, but had not gone above three 
or four miles before I was Hopped by a guard of foldiers, who told me I lhould go no 
farther. This caufed me to come out of the net to know the reafon, thinking when 
they faw me they would let me pafs ; but I found it quite otherwife. I alked then 
commander if he knew me, he anfwered, “ This poll was afiigned me to let nobody 
pafs whatfoever, and Your Reverence never yet baptized me, nor have I confeffed to 
you.” Then I went to go on, but this captain fell down on his knees, and hindered 
me. I believed pofitively that this was an aft of humiliation and fubmiflion, it being 
the Blacks’ cuftom always to fpeak upon their knees to the priefts and their lords.. 
But fee how I was miftaken, for as I offered to go forward, he clapped the butt-end of 
his mufquet to his Ihoulder, and was about to fire at me, which I perceiving, retired, 
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to Chitomba before midnight. In. our way we palled through fevcraJ villages, whofe 
inhabitants were all fled to the fea-fhore ; therefore not finding any-body to relieve my 
poor net-men, as they expected, they were forced to carry me patiently, without rclt- 
ing a minute, for fear of lofing time. Manichitombo fent me word that he would have 
me come on no forwarder, left I fliould lofe my way in a huge wood, which 1 muft 
neceffarily pals through, and which I might very well do in the night-time : and more- 
over that if I continued at Chitombo, he would come and wait on me there. My 
anfwer was, that if he had a mind to fliow himfelf an obedient fpiritual fon to me, he 
fliould continue where I was till I had known the count’s farther pleafurc in the matter ; 
and I withal requefted of him, that the letters I fliould fend for that purpofe might not 
be intercepted by any of his fa&ion ; and to the end they might be able to diflinguifh 
which they were, I let him know that I would order them to be carried aloft upon a 
pole. Whilfl I was in expectation of an anfwer from the count, Manichitombo’s bro- 
ther and fecretary fent me my crucifix again, and withal gave me to underhand that 
his brother would not have me by any means to give myfelf the trouble to come to him, 
for that he would comply with me in all I defired and came about ; and therefore 
begged of me to pray for him and his friends. Having this anfwer from the captain- 
general, I thought it to no purpofe to flay any longer at Chitombo ; and therefore I 
immediately fet out for Sogno again, and arrived there about midnight Next morning 
I ordered my interpreter to go and acquaint the count what I had done ; but though., 
he feemed to comply with my commands, yet did he not neverthelcfs obey them, fear- 
ing to fall under difgrace thereby ; for it is common among the Blacks to fufpeCt what 
the interpreters tell them, if there be not a prieft by to confirm it, and fometimes fuch 
meffengers have been taken and puniflied barely upon fuipicion. When I came to 
underftand this, I went to the count myfelf, and having informed him of all that had 
happened, he feemed in fome meafure to be pacified ; however defired to be fatisfictl 
in two queftions. The firft was, why I had not excommunicated the captain for having 
fo impudently fet up his ftandard againft his fovereign : and the fecond was, that he 
defired to know of me what punifhment fo great an offender deferved. As to the firft, 

I anfwered, that I could not have excommunicated him for two reafons : — firft, bccaufe 
he had not rebelled againft the church ; and fecondly, in that he complied with my 
demands, which I prefumed were for His Excellency’s benefit. As to the count’s fe- 
cond queftion, I plainly perceived that it was both defigning and politic; for could he 
have procured me to declare the captain-general a rebel, he would have foon'had him 
caught, and ftruck off his head. But I -thank God, being aware of his intentions I 
prudently avoided them, telling His Excellency in a jefting way, that I would fend the 
little boy (a youth that had been brought up in our convent, and whom the count 
dearly loved) to fatisfy him in that queftion. This caufed all the ftanders-by to lautrh 
and I myfelf was not a little pleafed that I had avoided anfwering to fo cnihartng a 
demand. The third or fourth day after, the governor of Chioua, the count’s deleft 
fon, appeared with a powerful army which he had raifed to defend his father. This 
' P erf ° n at hls coming was indeed extremely courteous and humble : but he after- 
wards foon became proud and haughty. How much pains we took to reconcile thefe 
two duagreemg parties, need not be_ expreffed. In a word, we happily compofed the 
dtflenfioiK between them, and we thought the captain-general had agreed to appear only 
with his three brothers. But wherever the miftake was, he came at the time appointed, 

attended 
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attended by his whole army, which having drawn up before our church, in fight of 
that of the Mani of Chioua, he waited for the count’s coming to give him a remtflion 
of his crime. I fixed my eyes upon the multitude, and could not imagine what the 
event of this interview would be. I told the count’s fecond fon, that was then in our 
convent, that in my opinion it was not at all proper for his father to appear in any 
paffion at this jun&ure. He anfwered, that the way to meet one that came to afk par- 
don after this manner, was to come with bullet in mouth, and the mufquet ready to 
receive it. “ Not fo faft, fir,” quoth I, “ perhaps I may find a remedy.” Then I 
went and fpoke to the captain-general’s fecretary, who of all his brothers was the wifeft 
and moft prudent. I told him my fentiments concerning the hoftile appearance of fo 
great a number of men, and his anfwer was, that they feould be all fent home to their 
houfes, which was the fame day performed. Of all this I immediately informed the 
count, and he appointed the four brothers to appear before him next morning, without 
any attendants. They accordingly came, and three leathern chairs being fet out before 
our church, one for the count, another for me, and a third for the captain-general, 
the count after his wonted humble manner, took the left hand. After a little while 
the captain-general, making three low bows to the count, humbly acknowledged his 
offence, and received pardon. When this was done, the count ftarted up, and nodd- 
ing his head with a fierce countenance, to feowhe was not altogether pleafed with what 
had palled, and turning towards me faid, “ Is there any thing more. Father, that you 
defire of me ? are you fatisfied ? are you contented ?” Which having fpoke, he in a 
kind of paflion left us. Happy was it for thefe four that I had interpofed ; for otherwife 
they would not have recovered their former polls, as they did. Nor was it a matter of 
fmall labour to get the captain, the fecretary, and the other lieutenants reftored. Yet 
I obferved with admiration that the count laid hold of this opportunity to put feveral 
Maius from their governments, who depended on the captain-general, and among the 
reft, thofe that had commands neareft his Banza, putting into their places fuch as he 
moft confided in, retrenching by degrees his exorbitant power : and thus the general 
was humbled, his mafter fatisfied, and the people quieted. 

Having given an account of this rebellion of a nephew againft his uncle, I will conclude 
this firft part with that of a fon againft his father a Portuguefe, and the dreadful punifh- 
ment God inflided upon him for his difrefped to his parents : a paflage no lefs dread- 
ful than memorable, and which may ferve for a warning to unruly perfons to be more 
refp eft ful to thofe, nature and the law of God have placed over them. Some few days 
before the arrival of the Fathers-miffioners, F. Andrew da Pavia and F. Angelo Fran- 
cifco of Milan, at the miffion of Sogno, as {hall appear hereafter, a run-away foldier em- 
barked at Loanda for this place aboard a Dutch flap, m order to pals into the kingdom 
of Loango, and thence into Europe. He, though he arrived at Sogno fucceeded not 
in his defigns, as he projeded ; for being often rejeded by the Dutch, he was left for- 
faken upon that point of the river called El Padron, the landing-place of the aforefaid earl- 
dom. This place being on one fide hemmed in by the river, and on the other by the 
waves of the vaft ocean, and the land being covered with a thick wood of Mango trees, 
he durft not ftir one ftep in that intricate labyrinth. He often defired the heathen filhers 
referring thither from the kingdom of Angoij, and the Sognefe Chnftians to carry him 
int 0 their countries ; but both of them excufed themfelves, alledgmg they could not do 
it without their mailers leave. Pie having nothing but his fword, thought to prevail by 
force which they perceiving, forfook the place, for fear of embroiling themfelves with 
the Portuguefe, and to lhun him that took their fife away, and abufed them. _T e 
wretch big to this condition, furtounded with mirfortanes, faw the two sformeanmed 
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Fathers coming from "Angola, and conceived hopes they would relieve; and conduct Iiitn 
to their houfe, hunger oppreffing him. Coining out to meet thorn, and perceiving they 
did not fo much as look at him, but went away without fpcaking a word, he cried out, 
“ Fathers, I fly to your compaflion, and defire to be received by you.” “ VV c cannot,*’ 
replied they, “ banilh that charity from our hearts which is due to all men like our- 
felves; but God forbid that at our firlt appearance among thefe new converted Chrif- 
tian Blacks, we Ihould introduce with us the example of a moil enormous wicked ndion 
committed by a white Chrillian as you are.” Thus they left him foriaken in thru place. 
The cafe was thus: — This wretch had give a full loole to all his lewd inclinations, and 
being often reprimanded by his father, he never took the lead nolice. On the con- 
trary, to remove all obftacles that hindered his proceeding in his wicked courfes, lie 
refolved to dellroy him of whom he had received his being. Accordingly he inhu- 
manly fired a piftol at his father, the bullet whereof hitting him on the forehead 
without any hurt, rebounded back upon the fon, and wounded him fordy, who, 
as he was, took fan&uary in a church ; but fearing the pimilhinenf ho deforvod, endea- 
voured to make his efcape with the Hollanders, as has been laid. Tin; moil remark- 
able thing in this curfed aflion was, that the ablelt furgeons could never heal his 
wound, the flelh ever remaining] raw, as a brand on his forehead for (b barbarous an 
aflion, and an example to all others to dread committing the like inhumanity. As l 
was going by water to the kingdom of Angoij, I Jaw him walking with a {'word in his 
hand inftoad of a fluff; and he called to the leamen, who were his countrymen, hut 
durll not come near becaufe the governor of Angolo would have punilbod them fovmtly, 
had they prefumed to tranfport a run-away foldier. 

To the former I will add one paflage more, well known to all this earldom, where 
the witneffes to it are (till living ; it was thus A certain Chrillian being often admo- 
nilhed by one of our miflioners to leave his wicked courfo of life, he was fo far from it, 
that running on in his lewd courfes, he lcolfod at him. This man being one day to 
pafs a river with two companions, he was vifibly taken up by an inviiiblc hand into the 
air. One of his companions going to take hold of him by the feet, had fuch a cuff 
given him, that he fell down 'in the boat, and the offender was feen no more, the two 
companions being left to proclaim what had happened all the country about. 

But lince I have lpoken of a fon that was lb ill a liver, I will conclude with other 
children born in this black Ethiopia, to the aftonilhment of thofe that beheld and gave 
an account of them. One of thefe came from his mother’s womb with a beard and all 
his teeth ; perhaps to Ihew he was born into the world grown old in vice. A white and 
a black child were alfo bom at one birth ; and a black woman brought forth a child 
quite white. Thus I conclude this firfl part with three wonderful births. 


PART II. 

JgTHIOPIA, fo called either from Ethiops the fon of Vulcan, or from the Greek 
. ’ word a ‘ iho > 1 hum, according to Pliny’s opinion, who expreffes it thus, Nam Ms 
viamtate ' ejus regionis incola torrentur. Ap. Didion. 7 Lingu. : and which either by 
means of its fcorching fands,-the nature of the climate, the oddnefs of the food, and va- 
riety of the daily diet, produces nothing but blacknefs among its own native inhabitants, 
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may with good reafon be termed the dark and difmal tomb of Europeans, and the fatal 
grave of white people. The blacknefs of thefe footy nations, fome will have to be 
caufed by the climate, or nearnefs to the fun ; but others, with more reafon, derive it 
from their original, family and defcent : for Sevil being in about 38 degrees of north 
latitude, produces white people. Near the river of Plate, in the fame latitude fouthward, 
the men are of a chefnut, and rufly iron colour ; and near the Cape of Good Hope, 
which though more eaftward, is in the fame latitude, the natives are quite black as 
pitch. And therefore with Cardan we may fay, the blacknefs does not proceed from 
the temper of the climate, but from the race. Ut videantur , Jiirpe potius quam aeris 
natura tales evader e. Card, de Variet. lib. ii. c. iv. Which the poet confirms thus : 


Sanguine turn credunt in corpora fumma vocato, 
JEthiopum populos nigrum traxifle colorem. 


Otic. Met. lib. ii. v. 235. 


S. Ifidorus, quoted by the moll illuftrious and molt learned Monfigneur Paolo Arefi 
in his Effays, is of opinion, that the Ethiopians are descended from Chulh the fon of 
Ham, curfed by Noah for his unbecoming curiofity in looking upon his father’s naked- 
nefs. Certijfmum ejl originem ingrediri non a regione, ut hadlenus exijlimatum ejl obfolis 
ardorcs,fcd a Jiirpe et fanguine Cbus provenire. _ _ . . . ' 

In the fecond year of my million, I fell lick of a violent fever in Ethiopia, infomuch 
that I found my ftrength to fail me fo fall, that I thought it but prudence to prepare for 
my laft miffion into another world. The remedy we Europeans make ufe of here upon 
thefe occafions, is, to let almoll all our blood out of our veins, and to replemlh them 
with fuch as the food of the country produces, which being more connatural to the cli- 
mate, agrees bell with us. And if it pleafes God to fpare life, it is no lefs painful, . or 
requires any Ihorter time to recover; for days and months pafs away in accuftonung 
the body to the unufualfood, but it is the work of two or three years, with continual 
care and application, to re-eftablilh health. If the probability of this be queltioned, I 
appeal for confirmation of it to Father Cavazzi da Montecuccolo in his Hiftoncal De- 
fcriptions before-mentioned, where he fpeaks of it in many places, viz. in his firlt book, 
p.146, in his third, p.330, &c. _ ' 

If the torments this fever occafioned my body were fo grievous, much more mult 
they needs be to my foul, fince I had only the poor lay-brother Leonard to adminutCT 
the lacrainents to me : who neverthelefs in temporals was as ferviceable as I could expect 
or wilh,- but in fpirituals could only fprinkle me now and then with holy water, and call 

fometimes for me on the names of Jefus and Mary. 

"Whilft I was thus labouring under an uncertainty, whether I lhould live or die, an 
-envoy was introduced to me from the King of Caconga, who writ me word, that both 
he and his whole kingdom were difpofed to receive our holy faith, and therefore defined 
I would make what hafte I could to him to have thofe good intentions accomphfhed. 
At that time I was ignorant that the count of Sogno had married his filter to this King, 
on condition that he lhould embrace the Chriftian communion, but which not long 
after I was acquainted with by the faid count himfelf. This good news I muff 
no final! relief to my malady, though it did not abfolutely recover me. I therefore 
entreated His Excellency the count, that he would pleafe to fupply th ® ^ 
in me, and give the envoy an anfwer which might demonftrate my graUtude, and great 

obligations to his mailer for his propofal. , .. , . <M1 _. _i,!4 

This King feat afterwards to our count to offer him the llland of Zarocacongo, ^hn. 
being nearett to his dominions might be better governed by him, and cMtnnaedin 
Chriftian religion when once planted there. With the tneffenger that brorght 
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this offer, I difpalchod another to the King, to let him know that for the prelum ? 
■was extremely ill ; and befides that there was no other miflioner throughout the count’s 
dominions betides myfclf, but that if God in his infinite mercy fhould plcafe to (pare 
my life, I would take fuch care that he fhould be ferved in his requell, either by 
me or fome other. I dcfired His Majefty moreover to order the governor of the 
ifland, that whenever any of my interpreters fhould come there, to let up a crols as an 
original fign of C.hriftianity, he would permit them to do it without moleflation. I 
likewife begged of His Majefty to aflign feme place in his dominions for a church 
to be' built. All 1 had fo defired, was punctually granted not long after by this 
good King, who teftified a more than ordinary inclination to fee me ; but which my 
weaknefs, occafioncd through the great lofs of blood I had undergone, hindered 
me from obeying him in. One of our Fathers being come to me, let forward im- 
mediately to forward fo good a work, as the converfion of a whole kingdom ; who 
coming to Bomancoij, a city on the other fide of the river Zaire, and metropolis of 
the kingdom of Angoij, heard that the King was dead, and a new one dotted. This 
caufed him immediately to return homewards, employing hitnfelf by the way in other 
millions among the iflands belonging to Sogno : he thought it not amils to touch at the 
ifland of Zariacacongo, to pry into the difpofitions of that people ; and finding a crofs 
eretted amongft them, he took thence an occafion to afk them, u If they defined to be 
Chriftians ?” The governors anfwered, “ That they could not receive any new law 
without leave from the prefent King ; which if he would grant, they were molt ready 
to embrace it.” There were not wanting fome among them that laid fcoflingly, “ When 
we are lick forfooth, the wood of this crols will recover us !” This they f'poke, I fup- 
pofe, by the mitigation of the wizards, who knew well enough that the Clmftian 
religion fhould be no fooner eftablifhed there, but they would be pcrfecuted ; and 
therefore, no doubt, thought it advifeable to oppofe it. The Father having done all 
he could to pleafe them, and finding his endeavours ineffectual, left them till a more 
favourable opportunity offered itfelf. The count finding tbefe iflanders to oppofe the 
commands of their late King, refolved to compel them by force to perform them, and 
confequently fet out againft them with an army for that purpofe ; and we feeing it in- 
volved in troubles, thought fit to put off our going thither till another time. 

This ifland is none of the fmalleft, and fituate in the midft of the river Zaire. It 
abounds with all forts of provifions, and great numbers of inhabitants. It is plain, 
raffed eight fathom above the water, and is divided from the kingdom of Congo by a 
river, over which there is a bridge. 

About the end of the fifth year of my miffion, arrived at our convent the two 
Milanefe Fathers formerly mentioned, viz. Father Andrew da Pavia (who was appointed 
fuperior in my ftead) and Father Angelo Francifco da Milano ; together with a lay- 
brother, one Giulio d’Orta. They brought along with them feveral refrefhments from 
, Europe, whereby having greatly comforted me, I began to recover my ftrength, info- 
much that I refolved fpeedily to fet forth in my million, but knew not well whither to 
go. If I went to Chiovachianza, I was afraid I fhould not fucceed there, by reafon, 
as Father Leonard told me, they had not feen the face of a prieft for many years ; and 
moreover, fince they had had any among them, they had been fubdued, as I told 
you before, by Simatamba. And if I went to the new King of Cacongo, I diftrufted 
my fecurity there, becaufe he had never invited me. At length it was the advice of 
all, rather to repair and fupport what had been already built, than to think of laying 
a new foundation in another* place, and the rather, becaufe there was no extraordinary 
jmderflanding between the count of Sogno and the new King of Cacongo, although 
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the count had given him his vote as one of his electors. I was nevertheless not yet re- 
folved to go for Chiovachianza, having heard what happened there to one of our order, 
who coming thither from Sogno, and being for that reafon ill-looked upon, did little 
or no good ; and befides, happening to take a fmall quantity of Talk, wherewith that- 
country greatly abounds, he was taken, and clapped up into prifon, befides other ill- 
ufage offered him j and was at length releafed, more out of covetoufnefs than either 
charity or juftice. Notwithftanding this confideration, I was at laft prevailed upon to 
go : for this purpofe I refolved to carry with me interpreters of the belt quality I could 
get ; and therefore procured, though with fome difficulty, the Count don Stephano’s 
fon, a perfon extremely beloved throughout thefe dominions, together with the fecre- 
tary and his brother, both nephews to the prefent count, and who have been mentioned 
by me before. Having got all things in readinefs for fo long and dangerous a journey, 
taking up four or five days at leaft, the interpreters thought themfelves obliged, ac- 
cording to the cuftom of the country, to go and afk their lord and mailer’s benedic- 
tion : which he gave them with a pleafing countenance ; but neverthelefs could not 
help faying, “ What, will you leave your prince to hunt after Bonghi (the money 
of that country) ?” to which they readily anfwered, that they were going in the Service 
of God, and not in fearch after Bonghi. This did not pafs fo fecretly but it came to 
my ears, and which I obferved to have had that effed upon the before-mentioned 
perfons, that I refolved to alter my refolutions, and inftead of Chiovachianza, to em- 
bark for Angoij, and thence to go to Cacongo. 

If it was not my good fortune to go to Chiovachianza myfelf, give me leave to tell 
you who did. We had a certain native of Congo, whom we had bred up in our con- 
vent from a youth. This perfon being very virtuous, and of a more than ordinary- 
capacity, our friars caufed him to be made a prieft for the benefit of Chriftianity, to 
the end that being naturally more proper to bear fatigue and labour than they, he 
might be fent out on a million where they could not go. Him we forthwith difpatched 
to the above-mentioned country, where in a few days he baptized above five thoufand 
children. Having remained there for fome time, and worked like a faithful labourer 
in his Lord’s vineyard, at the requeft of our Fathers, he obtained a canonihip in the 
bifhopric of Loanda in the kingdom of Angola, where he now refides, with a great 
deal of honour due to his behaviour and chara&er. 

I went to wait on the count to take leave of him, telling him, that I had in fome 
meafure been hindered from making my miffion by land, and therefore I was re- 
folved to perform it fpeedily by fea. His anfwer was little to the purpofe, which 
neverthelefs favoured more of craft than any thing elfe. He told me, that fince 
my departure was fo fudden, he could only furnifh me with a brace of goats, and 
fome pulfe. 

I embarked, and the firft port I touched at was Capinda in the kingdom of Angoij, 
where the Portuguefe trade all the year, as do the Dutch. . I was no fooner landed, 
but I fet about my fpiritual employment ; yet whatever pains I took, and however l 
inculcated the truth, I could gain over but one fingle perfon, whom I baptifed. I con- 
feffed feveral Chriftians that came thither about bufinefs, together with fome Flemifh 
Catholics that lived there. I continued afhore all the day to fay mafs; at which 
affifted not only the Roman Catholics, but the Pagans, efpedally the women of thefe 
laft, who were fo well pleafed with the pifture of the Virgin Mary, that they clapped 
their fiends after their manner of devotion, and cried out in their language, “ Eguandi 
Ziambiabungu magotti, bench!, bench!!” that is, “ This is mother of God, O how 
beautiful fhe is!” Which faid, they all fell on their knees and worfhipped her. This 
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aft of tendernels fo wrought upon me, that it quickly brought fears of joy into my 
eyes, to fee fo much devotion and acknowledgment in fo ignorant a people. 

Angoij is a kingdom rather in name than in dominions, being but a very fmall ter- 
ritory. Here formerly a certain Mani happening to marry a Mulntta, daughter to a 
very rich Portuguefe, his father-in-law would needs make him King of .Angoij ; and 
for that purpole caufed him to rebel againlt the King of Cacongo his lawful ibvereign. 
The maimer in fliort was thus : — The King of Congo having lent a governor, or 
viceroy, to govern the kingdom of Loango; that perfon being rather ambitious to 
reign abfolutely, than rule under another, got himfelf to be proclaimed King of all 
that country ; and moreover, took in fo much more land belonging to his mailer, that 
his dominions are at prefent extremely large, and wholly independent of Congo. 
Cacongo lying in the middle between Congo and Loango, that Maui declared himfelf 
neuter, and fet himfelf up for King of Angoij, rebelling againlt his lawful Ibvereign 
the King of Cacongo. 

The kingdom of Loango lies in five degrees and a half of fouth latitudes The 
Chriltian religion was find planted there in the year 1663, by the labour and diligence 
of one Father Ungaro a friar of bur order. This pious Father had run through divers 
countries and kingdoms, when at laffc coming to Sogno, and lodging in our convent, 
a Portuguefe traveller happening to come that way, was very courteouily received and 
relieved by him, infomuch that in a little while they had contracted a great fricndlhip 
together. After fome time the Portuguefe went his way, and coming to Loango, re- 
lated to that King the great integrity and honefty he had found in this Capuchin mif- 
fioner. The King giving credit to what he told him, was ealily induced to lend two of 
his younger fons to Sogno, to be in drafted by this perfon in the principles of the 
Chriftian religion ; which, after they had well been, and baptized, they were hint back 
to the King their father. 

Thefe princes confirming the charafter the Portuguefe had given of Bernardino Un- 
garo, the King had a great defire to fee fo good a man, and keep him always with 
him ; and therefore wrote forthwith to the governor of Angola to fend him to him. 
This governor having obtained leave of the then fuperior, Father John Maria da Pavia, 
difpatched him accordingly to Loango, without any manner of delay : where arriving 
foon after, and having inftrufted the King and Queen for feme few days, he proceeded 
to baptize them both, and then to marry them after the manner of our church, llis 
next bufinefs was to baptize the King’s eldeft fon, and after him fucceflively the whole 
court, which' confifted of above three hundred perfons. In a word, within the fpace 
of a year that he lived there, he had baptized upwards of twelve thouiimd people. 
At laft this zealous miflioner finding himfelf opprefled with a grievous indifpofuion, 
and believing that he fhould not live long, fent for our lay-brother Leonard ; who 
coming not long after to him, the pious Father died the fame morning he arrived, well 
provided, as we may imagine, of merits for another world. The good King hearing 
this, and being defirous to keep up what he had fo happily begun, fent brother Leo- 
nard to the aforefaid fuperior to acquaint him with Ungaro’s death, and to defire of 
him to fend him fpeedily another miflioner ; but however, thefe his good intentions 
were afterwards difagpointed by a. rebellion raifed againft him by a kinfinan, who being 
ambitious of his-erdwn, 'and having been affifted by fome apoltate Catholics, deprived 
the good Kihg of his life. This King’s extraordinary zeal for propagating of the 
Chriftian religion, appears, in that he has been often heard to fay, “ that he would 
fhed his deareft blood in the defence of it,” 
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1 he tyrant and ufurper that difpoffeffea him, lived not long after to enjoy hisill- 
gottten throne, but was fnatched away from it by a fudden death. This wicked per- 
fon being dead, another Chriftian King arofe, who, though he did all he could, by the 
help of one Capuchin, to promote what had been begun by Father Ungaro, yet was 
ne not able to bring his intentions about, and that for want of more mifiioners; where- 
fore this kingdom remains at prefent, as formerly, buried in idolatry. In my time 
were leveral attempts made to recover our intereft there, though to nopurpofe; yet 
there is now a greater probability of fucceeding in it than ever, the prefent King having 
P r °. ~ lte “ ™ e heretics to traffic within his dominions, by reafon that they had fold his 
fubjects fire-arms, \fhich he imagined might in time prove prejudicial to him. 

I never heard there was any Chriftian prince that reigned in the kingdom of An. 
goij, that countiy having been always inhabited by a fort of people extremely given 
to forcery and magic, and who have likewife ever been profefled enemies to the people 
of Sogno and Cacongo. Before I left thofe countries, thofe mifiioners I had left be- 
hind me in Sogno, writ me word that the count had declared war againft Angoij ; 
and having conquered that King, had taken all his guns, arms, and ammunition from 
him, vowing withal never to fuffer any perfon to enjoy any office or dignity in that 
kingdom, unlefs he were a Chriftian. This put me in mind of the faying of the 
Chriftian poet Claudian, S 

Afperius nihil eft humiii cum furgit in altum. Eutrop. lib. i. v. 18 1. 

And I believe the chiefeft motive of the King of Cacongo’s feeking the count’s friendfhip, 
was to have the people of Angoij kept under, he being a kind of check upon them. 

Whilft I continued at Capinda, I obferved a fort of fifhing which I never faw elfe- 
where. The fifhermen threw into the fea a large net with weights, which having long 
canes fixed to it at equal diftances from each other, by their bobbing down fhew when 
there is any filh taken ; this net has large meffies only to detain the great filh. It is 
made of thread of a certain root, which being beaten, becomes like unto our hemp*. 

I faw all along thefe ffiores oyfter-lhells lie in great numbers ; and being defirous to 
find thofe with oyfters in them, although the Negroes would not direct us, we foon 
loaded our boat. We found them lying one upon another in great heaps, and 
refembling a rock: it requires no great ftrength to loofe them, but only a 'little 
lhaking. 

I had here an opportunity to fee the civet-cats, called by the natives Nzime, and by 
the Portuguefe, Gatte d’Angelia. This country abounds with them, and they are 
fold in great numbers to the Whites. They are white and black, and of about the 
bignefs and make of a large cat. The civet is taken from the male, when fliut up in 
a cage, by catching him by the tail that he may not turn ; and then Hamming the 
fweat off from his limbs with a kind of fpoon. There are other forts of wild cats, 
which are called by the natives Nzfusi. 

The moft civilized habit here is a piece of cotton thrown over their fttoulders, and 
another girt about their loins $ which they purchafe in exchange for Haves and ivory : 
others content themfelves with a ihort apron, only to fhew they are Gentiles. They 
wear a little horn about their necks, hanging like a jewel ; and which they anoint every 
full moon with an oil that their wizards give them, and afterwards bind them about 
with divers fpells. They wear their hair according to their quality : the Queen that I 

* What our author tells for. a wonder, is now very common,, for all draw-nets have corks fixed at an 
equal diftance to do the fame office. 
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faw, had hers fhaved clofc on the crown, and little tufts left all round on the (idea. 
Others have it left in a circle like that of a monk, and others have theirs plaited down 
in points towards their foreheads and their necks, infomuch that if there were the lcait 
ftraggling hairs, they would be cut away, and the reft fhaved clofe to the head. 

The houfes for the molt part are of reeds, whereof fome are built round, and others 
fquare ; they are generally fuch miferable huts that they are rather fit to receive infcdls, 
wherewith this country abounds, than to afford a tolerable habitation for men. The 
houfe of the M'afucca, receiver of the Whites, though it was built with the fame ma- 
terials, yet was it neverthelefs very large and well-contrived, having feveral arched 
rooms, within each, of which were two fmall brafs-cannons, which, together with two 
great ones at the gate, made in all eighteen. Thefe cannons they had got in exchange 
for Negroes, ivory, and the like, from the Whites. The King’s palace feemed to me 
not unlike the foregoing. What moved my wonder moil was, the governor of Boman- 
goij’s houfe, which at a diftance feemed to be a well-fortified citadel cncompaffod with 
walls, and unlike the workmanfhip of the Blacks ; but as you come ncai-cr you find 
its walls to be only compofed of large flakes (palifadoes) ftuck into the ground, five 
thick, and then raddled up to the top with others of the fame bignefs ; within there 
were two large ways, which fubdivided into feveral lefTer paths. The rooms are all 
hung within with a delicate fort of mats, made of oziers of divers colours. It feemed 
to me a ridiculous thing neverthelefs, that their houfes fhould be but of ftraw, flakes, 
and oziers, and yet defended with brafs guns. 

The people here, for want of laws to prevent it, take as many wives as they pleafe ; 
and fhe commands the refl who bed pleafes her hufband, but he has always a power 
to put her away as well as the refl. The ladies of the blood-royal have a liberty to 
chufe for themfelves what man [they pleafe, whether noble or a plebeian ; but woe be 
to that man that happens to disappoint them in their expectations, for they have like- 
wife abfolute power of life or death. Whilfl I was in this city, one of thefe ladies 
fent a young woman to be fold to the Portugucfe, fiddly commanding her guardian 
to let her go at any price, but not to difpofe of her to any but Whites. Her crime it 
feems was a bare fufpicion of being too familiar with the faid lady’s hufband. Thole 
women that receive ftrangers into their houfes are obliged by a barbarous cuflom to 
admit them to their embraces for a night or two, depriving their hulbands of that right 
in the mean- time. Where we Capuchin miflioners come, our interpreters immediately 
give notice, that no woman may come within our doors. 

Thefe people abound fo in fuperflition, that it would fcarce be believed by any but 
thofe who faw it ; and to go about to prevent it would be to little purpofe, fmee the 
chief among them are fuch as encourage it. I declined feeing the King although 1 
had made him prefents, and he had returned the favour, by reafon'l had been told 
that he. wore enchanted bracelets on his arms, and had divers other magic charms 
about his body, refolving at my return both to vifxt and make him fenfible, if poflible, 
of the curfed ftate he was in without repentance. Whilfl I was here 1 heard feveral 
proclamations made publicly by the wizards, that all thieves and robbers fhould fpeedily 
make reflitution, or they would have recourfe to their arts to difeover them. I faw 
likewife at a diftance an oath adminillered, which, that it might be done with the 
greater efficacy, it was propofed to be taken in the prefence of their idol ; this hobgobr 
bhng refembled in fome meafure a mountebank’s merry-andrew, having a divers- 
coloured veil on, and a red cap on its head, and ftanding on a little tablef As foon 
as the company that flood round in a ring faw me, they immediately difperfed and hid 
their idol. This they did not out of any fear of us, by reafon that being pagans we 

4 hat? 



merolla’s voyage to costgo. 


*73 


hadHojurifdiaionoverthem, but Hecaufe (faid they) the prefence of a prieft deprives 

JeT -1 i the P , 0Wer r ? ^ in o; Before the gates of their houfes almoft all have one of 
thefe idols, whereof I have feen fome five or fix foot high, others are fmaller, but both 
are generally clouterly carved; they place them likewife in the fields where they are 
never worlhipped but on account of finding out fome theft, for which the thief when 
difcovered muft die. They that keep idols in their houfes, every firft day of the moon 
are obliged to anoint them with a fort of red wood powdered, as was faxd above. At 
the appearance of every new moon, thefe people, fall, on their knees, or elfecry out- 
standing and clapping their hands, “ So may I renew my life as thou art renewed.” If 
it happen that the air is cloudy at that time, then they do nothing, alledging that that 
planet has loft his virtue. I his fort of devotion is obferved moftly by women. As I 
was travelling over hills and valleys to tranfport myfelf to Congo, I chanced to light? 
Upon a place where they were invoking of evil fpirits ; the place was a poor, wretched, 
defpicable hut built on a fmall fifing ground ; on one fide hung two coarfe nafty aprons 
which flunk fo that they were enough to ftrike any one down that came near them, 
m the tniddle or this hut was a wall raifed about two foot 'with mud and dirt* behind 
which flood the wizard to pronounce his fallacious oracles on account of the prince of 
darknefs. lie had on his head a tuft of feathers varioufly woven, and in his hand, 
two long knives without fheaths. Having a mind to enter '‘this temple of the devil’s, 

I perceived a very large fire before me, but neverthelefs found fo infupportable a 
flench that all my fenfes were in a manner taken from me. I refolved notwithflanding 
to proceed, arming myfelf frequently with the fign of the crofs, and recommending 
my protection to the Almighty. Whilfl I was endeavouring to go forward, for you 
mull imagine the ftink was no fmall obftacle, I heard a. great number of the poor 
deluded pagans come murmuring and muttering behind me, exclaiming againfl my 
rude attempt to enter their hellifh tabernacle. This prevented my going any further, 
fearing I might otherwife provoke their blind rage to do me a mifehief. But to return 
to my fubjedl. 

When I had continued fome time at Capinda, the Mafiicca told me he had orders 
from the King of Congo, that whenever any Capuchin friars appeared in thofe parts, . 
he fhould fend them to him. I anfwered, that coming from Sogno I knew not if. I 
fhould be well received or not. The Mafucca replied, “ I will write to know His 
Majefty’s pleafure, and I advife Your Reverence to write likewife.” I afked him how 
xnaiiy clays journey the King was oft' from thence ; he anfwered me, “ three by water, 
find four by land.” “ If it be fo,” added I, “ I will write.” Then I confidered with 
myfelf, that if I did go I might lofe opportunity of the return of my boat from 
Loango to tranfport me' further, according to my, intentions, and therefore I refolved 
not to go. To this purpofe I writ to His Majefty,. humbly fuppofing,. that he was 
indifferent whether I came to him or not ; and therefose having fet out from Sogno 
tvith no other defign but to go to the kingdom of.Cacongo, I was preparing fpeedily 
to go thither. . Coming to an . anchor not long after in a port of that kingdom, I dif- 
patched a letter to. the' King, acquainting him, that I was the perfon that had received 
fo many favours from his predeceilor, having been fent for by him to Sogno to preach 
the gofpel, and that then being greatly indHpofed I. could not poilibly wait upon him 
according to his commands. This letter was, contrived by me to be prefentedhim by 
two perfons, the one a White, namely, one Ferdinando Gomez, a Portuguefe, whom 
I did not care to truft wholly, by reafon I knew him to be covetous, and therefore fen#', 
another with him who was a Black, and a relation to the. fajd King. To him I con- 
figned a prefent to His- Majefty,- which was a cryftah crown, and another of blue glafe 
. VOI» XVI. N N for 
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for the Queen. This prefent was fo well received by the King, that as a token of his 
being pleafed, he took it and put it on his head, which not a little lurprized the 
ftanders-by, they having a law amongft them that prohibits their King wearing any 
thing that comes from the Whites, which law they call Chegilla ; Ills Majelty never- 
thelefs difpeufed with this law, telling the people that this crown had boon lent him by 
his Capuchin Father, and that therefore he highly prized it, and commanded his 
Queen to do the like by hers ; he then ordered my meflengers to be treated with all the 
civility imaginable, and after eight days flay dilmiflcd them with a letter to me, wherein 
he thanked me heartily for my kind intentions towards him, and profforeu me, that 
if I would come and fee him I Ihould be very honourably received, adviling me to 
bring fome rich Portuguefe merchant along with me to be my conductor, with l'oitie 
considerable merchandizes to pleafe the people. This anfwer of his was to the pur- 
pofe, and had three ferviceable coniequences, fir ft to liimfell, fecund ly to me, and 
thirdly to the Portuguefe. 

As to the firfl, it was commonly reported among the millioncrs, and remained frelh 
in the memories of the Negroes, that fome years fince a certain King of this kingdom 
having been baptized by a religious swfon, and afterwards caufing a proclamation to 
be made, that within fuch a time alf wizards fliould depart his dominions, or fuller 
death for their neglect ; thefe wicked wretches incited his.fubje&s to a rebellion again!!: 
him, which at length increafed to that degree^ that they ran like madmen to the pa- 
lace with weapons in their hands to aflault their prince. The prudent King having 
timely notice of their motions, retired in great hafte to a Ion’s of lus, who was at that 
time governor of an adjoining territory, thinking he could be no where fo l'al'e as under 
his protection, who was indebted to him. for his being. The foil feeing his lather hotly 
purfued by his mutinous fubje&s, I know not whether through fear of death, or out 
of policy, foon difeovered, and delivered him up to their mercy. What could the 
affli&ed father do upon this occafion, but have recourl'e to the holy crucifix which he 
always wore about him, and which had been given him at the font by the pricll that 
baptized him, killing it over and over, and crying out, “ If 1 mull die through the 
treachery of a fon, ought I not to do the fame on account of my Saviour, who was 
betrayed and died for me ? yes, if I had a thoufand lives I would lay them down all 
for his fake.” This faid, hugging the crucifix clofe in his arms and killing it, he 
yielded down his head to .the fatal flcel, which at one ilroke deprived him both of 
head and life. His perfidious fon did not remain long unpunUhod, for foon after, 
being firft deprived of his government, he died miferably. The fame happened to that 
■wicked kinfman, and infamous confpirer againft the King of Loango, who in like man- 
ner by a commendable death refigned his breath on account of his endeavours to pro- 
pagate the Chriftiaa faith within his dominions. 

The caufe of my going to Cacongo, was principally the fpiritual comfort of thofe 
poor fouls, and the performance of my duty, but I had likewifea defire to fee the body 
of the former of the two before-mentioned Kings, which was not much reverenced by 
the faid people, but highly refpe&ed by me, and which was not difficult for me to find 
it, having been the cuftom there, as with us, to bury their Kings by ihcmfelves. 
That ftrange accident having left fo indelible an impreffion on the mind of the prelent 
King, he had good reafon to defire a trade with the Portuguefe in expe&arion of their 
affiftance both fpiritual and temporal, which he alfo expe&ed from his good friend and 
ally the count of Sogno. 

To confirm as much as in me lay the good intentions of this Kina, I had fimified 
to him among other things, that to lay the furer foundation of the Chilian religion in 

his 



MEROILa’s VOYAGE TO CONGO. 275 

his country, I mull defire the favour of him, that either all, or at leaft the chief of 
the magicians and wizards of this kingdom would meet me to defend their opinions, 
and oppole mine ; and if they declined coming on account of ignorance, I defired I 
might exercife my facerdotal power on their charms, and difprove and annul all their 
devices, and thereby Ihew that the performances of Chrift’s minifters are alwavs above 
thofe of the devil’s. 1 

The lecond confequence to me and all true Catholics was, that by the introducing 
of Chnlhamty into that kingdom, the heretics that traded there would be difcouiS 
tenanced and confuted, Sad not " fuffered for the future to make the port of Capinda 
their way to the kingdom of Loango. 

The third good confeqaence was to the Portuguefe, to whom we have been fo much 
obliged not only hi trade, but likewife in matters of religion. 

Ferdinand Gomez preffed me extremely to give the King of Cacongo an anfwer, 
and therein to iignify to him that if His Majefty pleaded he would wait upon him as a 
merchant, and had prepared great variety of merchandize for that purpofe. My 
anfwer was, that if the King fpent fome days in confidering on his anfwer, I had rea- 
fon to ftudy mine many more. His defign, it feems, was to vend his commodities 
aboard, and then fail away without leaving any thing afliore. This the Negroes never- 
thelefs difcovered, and thereupon told him, that if he had a min d to trade for Caves 
in their country, he. muft firft land all his merchandize. This honeft man hoped to 
have had his rogueries authorized by me, though he knew it to be my bulinefs to 
preach nothing but truth and fmcerity. I thought it proper to go and fpeak with the 
King, who refided about eight miles off, to the end he might not think either himfpif 
or his fubje<fts impofed upon by me or my acquaintance. Gomez would needs accom- 
pany me ; we found the journey extremely troublefome, efpecially I who had been 
fick. From the feawe had a very fteepafcent to make, which obliged me to come out 
of my net, and to walk afoot, but at length through extreme weaknefs I f ai nted j 
whereupon I was lifted again into the net, and with much ado dragged up the hill. 
This fainting was occafioned bymyindifpofition, which never left me, and by the flender 
1 provifions we had in the Chip, which confifted of nothing but horfe-beans, Indian-wheat, 
and flower made of the root of' an herb ; and yet this man told me before our Fathers 
of Sogno, that his bark was well-provided, efpecially with fweet-meats, though indeed 
I found nothing but big words, and had like to have paid for it with my life. 

When we came to the Mafucca’s houfe, who was the King’s relation, and lived 
about a mile from court, I called him afide, and told him what Gomez had defigned ; 
he feemed very angry, but was neverthelefs foon appeafed by my intermediation. I 
afterwards afked him ferioufly, if I fhould go to the Banza where the King refided, 
whether he thought His Majefty would be baptized or not. To which he, though a 
pagan, civilly anfwered, that he was certain he would, according to his promife, 
provided that trade were fettled within his dominions with the Whites purfuant to 
their contract ; but if that were negle&ed, the performance of his promife would be 
accordingly procraftinated. “ Away then,” replied I ; “go tell your mafter, that by 
the help of God I would tranfport myfelf to Loanda in the kingdom of Angola, on 
purpofe to fettle that matter with the Portuguefe governor ; and afterwards, if not pre- 
vented, I will return hither myfelf, but if I cannot, my Father fuperior {hall come and 
baptize your King.” Then turning to Ferdinand Gomez, who flood by me all the 
while, I fpoke to him thus in the prefence of the Mafucca, “ You fee I have ended my 
bufinefs, go you and make an end of yours, and do not endeavour to put tricks upon 
' . nn 2 thefe 
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thefe poor people.” Hereupon he contented himfelf with fix flavcs in exchange for his 
goods, and fo prepared for his departure. 

I neverthelefs remained in the Mafucca’s hoiife, and towards night an ambaflador, 
with five others, came to- me from the King' of Congo, 'Before their coming I had 
two meflengers from the Mafucca of Angoij, to fignify their mailer’s concern for my. 
departure from Capinda without his knowledge. I acquainted them that the rcaibn of 
my fo doing was, becaufe I had no houfe ne?tr the fea to .refxdc in, his being above a 
day’s journey off. I afterwards opened the King oi Congo’s letter, wherein he en- 
treated me for God’s fake to come and comfort him, many years having palled iiuce 
he had any Capuchin within his dominions; and liis mother Donna Potent iana was 
defirous to fee me, having feveral things to communicate to me for the benefit of 
Chriftianity. Together with the embaffy the King font a prefont, of two Ikyes, one 
for me, and the ' other for the Mafucca, for fervices done him. Mine I refilled, and 
yet t never faw him ; but afterwards; confidering that if I did not accept of him, the 
Mafucca would have both to fell to the heretics, I gave him to Ferdinand Gomux, for 
having given me a flaik of wine for the facrament, and fome other final! things. Then 
T took- leave of the Mafucca of Cacongo, thanking him for his civilities, and bidding 
him to acquaint the King his matter that I was gone to Loan da to accomplilh what 
His Majefty had commanded.' 1 defired 'the captain of the fit ip or finack, that if he 
did not meet with me at Capinda* he Ihould do his heft to come to the port of Sogn}, 
which he did faithfully, being a Venetian, and my countryman, notwithstanding both 
the wind and tide were againft . him. For the civilities 1 had received from the Ma- 
fucca, I prefented him with. feveral final! things, in all to the value of about a Have; 
this I did that lie might be the more willing to furnilh 111c with provifiohs for my voy- 
age. I punftually obferved his orders in Satisfying the popple that were to carry me 
over theriver, which obliged him- fo much, that lie procured me feveral companions 
befides the Congolans, which made ut in* all thirteen. 

On the 7th of March 1688, .without any, farther, delay, we fet forth towards Congo, 
and having gone about two days’ journey by land*, arrived at the Banzaof Bomungoij, 
where, by : a correfpondent of the Mafucca,* a well-bred man, I was very courteoudy 
received and welcomed; as I. was by the. governor, who received me with fincority, 
and procured a boat to carry me farther up the river. This voyage was extremely 
irldbme to me through the. exceffive heat, the fun being then in Leo* which is the 
time of the, rains;- and I believe! could never have endured. .it, had!, not been parti- 
cularly afiifted by Almighty God; A-nightd,! was obliged to lie afhore on the wet. 
ground',, continually t©rr»ente<d* with a multitude -of gnats called Melgos, which rather, 
deferved the name of’ hade-kecb.es, for theywould never, quit their holds till they 
dropped* off and burft, andfo. rather chofe t©i lofe their ■ lives ' than baulk their appetites. 
Orelfe. I lay expofed.to th.e;Qir, in the,, canoe, which was a much greater plague. 
All this' was. nothing to what follows. . The Mafucca’s iforvant, having received his 
money.: beforehand, -would no.t allow me enough .to fubfift , fox, . four days, having. agreed 
with the reft of: the- Blacks, .who . took' their turns, to -go by land and divert themlelves, 
meeting the boat at the-turn of theriver, till we came tojBoma. '. As for ,my interpreter, 
they gave* him now. and, then a. -little, -,but l was fain to owe all my fupport to a little 
wine 1 1 had by lime.- . .The Conghefes feat, to me by the King, bid me to have patience, 
for it . would not . bfe long before I was ,in their matter’s • dominions, and then I might 
have an opporJturiity.,to.» reVenge myfeU' onthofe wicked infidels.. , - , , . . ' . 

The.Hland ofi Bomajhrwell, fituat.ed,-.,. pretty-large, extremely populous, and abounds 
with* all manner of fuftenance proper for ; .the climate. It is tributary to the King of 
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Congo, and has.feveral fmaH iilands about it belonging to the count ofSo^no The 

c “°” “»*« neighbor „h^S: 

circumciie them on the eighth day, not out of any regard to the Mofaical law, but for 
fome wicked ends and purpofes of their own. When our miffioners came to exerdfe 

ti ir fU T^-“ !u th 5 lflan< !f °l So S no ’ thefe P eo P Ie carr y their children to them to bap- 
k r 7 ?? n We r 5 but ast0 other matters they obferve little or no religion, 
and that I believe chiefly for want of priefts to inftrucl: them. As foon as they S per- 

cewed my arrival, the mothers ran like mad women with their children in their arms 
J}, f, et f e , m . ba P nz ^* , This the Mani would not neverthelefs permit me to perform, 
till he had known his lord and matter’s pleafure therein. As we rowed up the canal, 

e or or the iflanctfent to fpeak with me, being ready to receive me not far off, but 
brit let. me know that I mutt not pretend, to touch him, for that he was a true gentile * 
lusarms were all covered with great numbers of enchanted iron and brafs hoops, and 
he fuperftitioufly avoided my touching him, for fear they fhould lofe their virtue. When 
l came to him, I found him fitting in a fort of leathern chair under an umbrella : he had 
a fort, of, linen apron .about his middle, and, the reft .of his body was wrapped about 
m a kind of fcarlet cloak, which having loft both its colour and nap plainly fhewed its 
antiquity. I alfo fat myfelf down in a little leathern chair, which I carried always 
about with me to hear confeffions. After a little difcourfe I prefented him with fome- 
thmg after the cuftom of his country ; for if foraething of this kin d be not done to the 
prince, a million will not be very like to fucceed. Afterwards this prince having 
afligned me a houfe near to his, I began to baptize the children. 

The prince gave me to underftand, that he had a mind I fhould baptize a fhe-flave 
of ;his, which I told him I could not do till I had catechized her ; and moreover, that 
after baptifm there were feveral things to be done by her, among which one was, t hat 
fhe muff be forthwith married according to our law, which we enjoined on all the con- 
verted pagans in other parts. I was anfwered by, one of the ftanders-by, that this wo- 
man was not only a Have, but likewife miftrefs to .their lord, and therefore I ought 
not to infill on the fame from her as another. I told -him her befog a miftrefs was fo 
much . the. worfe, and bid him acquaint his lord, that I could by no means comply with 
his defires : the prince . feemed very much difpleafed at my refufal to baptife his flave, 
but I neverthelefs perfifted in my refolutions. 

I baptized many at that time, and thereby not only reaped a fpiritual benefit, but 
likewife a temporal one ; for almoft every one brought me fomething or other as a pre- 
fect. . Being, ..fqarcely able to Hand on my feet, I turned about to the Mafucca’s fervant, 
and faid to, him, “ See what difference there is between your religion and ours; for, 
where , yours allows, you to be. ungrateful, ours enjoins , us to give even to thofethat have 
tiled;, us ilk take., therefore,.. ypu, all thefe prefents, and leave- me 'only Tufficient to 
fupport ip e to-night.” ,. . According as I had bid him, fo he did ; what was left for me 
being only a.potrfull of .pullet-broth, and a few peafe. Here the cuftom is to have the 
kitchen without doprs for fear of firing the houfe, which is ‘but of ftraw. My inter- 
preter only remained with, me, .the reft of my companions being gone, fome one way, 
and fome another. , ,As fopn as we had prepared my fupper with an addition of two ’ 
eggs,, I, fell -to it heartily: my broth I flipped up, and tailed my peafe, but I had not 
fordone half an hour, before I felt thofe pains that people are wont to do with the twill-, 
ingof the guts: I thereupon lighted a candle, and threw myfelf upon the bed, which 
feemed much farther from me by reafon of my torments than it really was. What I 
fufferjed isonlypoffible for them to exprefs that have experienced the torture. Provi- 
dence,, which .feldom foils the, wretched in extremity, at laft direded me to a little 
4 bafket 
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bafket I had by my bed-fide, wherein I had preferved fomc antidotes, for 1 now began 
to think I was poii'oned : amongft the reft there was an elk’s hoof, which I took and 
applied, but it did mo no good, finding myfelf rather worfe than before ; tor my tooth 
began to be fet, and my fight to be loft; then l had reconrfe to a fort of little lemon, 
which 1 would willingly have put into my mouth at once, but could not by roafon of the 
too ftrait-pafflige : atlaft 1 found T mull break it, which I did ; the firft drop that came into 
my mouth gave me feme eafe 5 but when I had got the reft of the juice into my ftomach, 
I began immediately to grow drowfy, infonutch that I quickly fell allecp with the lemon 
in my mouth, and hand upon my cheek, llow long I continued in that condition 1 
cannot tell. My companions coming, and perceiving me to lie in that poilure, thought 
verily 1 had been dead, but at length, through the only intcrcdlion of the Virgin, 1 
came to myfelf. Then turning about to the Congolans, I cried, “ God forgive ye/’ 
and was going to lay more, but found my tongue unable to exp refs any thing hut- 
broken tones. The occafion of my breaking forth into that expreflion, was on account 
of the poifoning of fix of my order near Bamba, as they were travelling through Congo, 
being the common road from the kingdom of Angola. This way 1 rofolvcd’ to avoid, 
for fear the like fate might have happened to me. As for my diftemper, it began ro 
work off by vomits, which continued upon me for eight days and nights together ; in 
four of which, I had little or no reft, and, beftdes, brought up whatever 1 eat. Being 
tolerably recovered, fomc fliort time after I was impatient to be gone : for that purpofc, 
I lent to know if my people were in readineis, but had for anfwer, that the cheft wherein 
the altar and its furniture were kept, was left on the fliore and the canoe gone. It 
feems the lord of that country had fent the night before to the watermen, that if they 
offered to carry me off they fliould lof'e their heads. 1 hereupon fent civilly to that 
prince to fuffer me to procure another boat : his anfwer was, that if l wanted a boat, lu* 
alfo wanted a cloak, my prefent which 1 formerly made him not having been luflicient. 
I happened to have two pieces of cotton-cloth by me, which it feems he had been in- 
formed of ; they were woven in divers colours, and came from Guinea, being a prefent 
to me from Father Francifca da Montelione : one of thefe I immediately lent to this 
prince to obtain his favour, which I heard he would not neverthelefs afford me, unlefs 
I lent the other alfo : this I was unwilling to do, alleging I kept it for the fervico of 
God, to which he replied, that the boat was kept for God’s fervice likowile, and, 
therefore, 1 fhould not have it. Finding myfelf thus indilpcnfably obliged to let him 
have it, I fent it him, and, three days after, he returned me a boat and men. 

Before I continue my voyage on the river, give me leave to acquaint you with fomc 
other pafiages of this nature which happened in this ifland, and were told me by Fa- 
ther Thomas da Seftola our fuperior, which may ferve to confirm what has been related 
before. A certain miflioner coming to this ifland, the Mani or lord {'sized upon feme 
of the goods belonging to his million; the friar, hereupon, acquainted the count of 
Sogno from whence he came therewith, who immediately fent orders to have the things 
reftored again to the Capuchin, or he would proclaim war againft the Mani: this had 
fo good an effefl, that the goods were forthwith reftored, and the raiflioner highly treated 
and prefented. ^Neverthelefs, to prevent any mifunderftanding between thefe two princes, 
the before-mentioned black prieft, called Don Francilco, was lent hither, who being of 
the fame colour and country withjhefe illanders, made a good beginning in his holy 
function. Whilit he was one Vay celebrating mafs, the Mani, who was much more 
devoted to riches than religion, inftead of affifting at thofe divine myfteries, did nothing 
hut gaze upon ine prieft’s Chafuble and filver patten ; of one he had a fancy to make a 
coat, arm of the orht-r a bn aft-plate. As foon as mafs was ended, he very boldly 
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a&ed for them : the prudent prieft hereupon anfwered him, that he would very wil- 
] t g J e , Iin bave Aem, the Capuchins abounding in thofe things, provided he would 

nieh me LTir ** fta > there ’ but he ^ -ay that very 

gnt. Whether it was the Mam himfelf, or any other, that defigned me harm I am 

^■, a , e t0 determine ; but I am certain, that if I had known the foregoing dory’ I had 
danger a^Tdid^ 7 ’ ^ n ° b ° dy 80 °PP ortunit y t0 me undergo fo great a 

fir? S b r h nr amif r \° take n ° tice of two thb g s more relating to the foregoing : 
th * I to . tbe ! % rt of lem °n which I made ufe of as an antidote, it is to be noted, 
that the poifon of thefe parts, which lies chiefly in certain herbs, is not to be expelled 
any other way than by the juice of this fruit, and this is a fecret known to very few. 

s to the poifon in wood, or the like, nought can prevail againftit, but the bark of the 
tree called Mignamigna, as has been hinted at before in the defcription of the plants 
and trees of thefe countries. v 


Over and above the fix Capuchin miflionaries that were poifoned at the time of mv 
bemg m_ Congo, I mull add the like fad fate which had happened to Father Jofeph Maria 
da beftn, a Oenoefe, who, m his way to Sogno, where I then refided, being accom- 
panied with about thirty-five perfons fent with him by the count, he went afide to a 
Congheie city called Incuffo : at the time of his departure, he told me that fix had 
been poifoned before him, and he Ihould be the feventh. Staving at Incuffo about a 
year, he took what care he could to get into his hands all the implements that had be- 
longed to the deceafed miffioners, and which he was commanded to do by the then Fa- 
thei fuperior. Whilft he was doing this, he was earneftly requefted by the Vicar- 
Don Michael de Caftro, a Mulatto,' to come to him, profeffing himfelf defirous 
to fulfil the Ealter-duty of receiving thefacramentand confeffmg, being then an old man 
mid wanting one to aflift him in adminiftering the facraments. The pious Father went 
innocently to wait on him according to his requeft, carrying along with him what things 
he had recovered, propofmg to fend them to the fuperior : about four o’clock he got 
fafe to the vicar-general’s houfe, but, before night, he was taken with fainting fits, and 
died not without a reafonable fufpicion of being poifoned. He was no fooner dead 
but the vicar-general caufed all the people to depart the room where he lay, and then 
proceeding to rip up his bundles, took then'ce, as we are credibly informed, four filver 
chalices, two cenfers, with their boats, and two pixs, all of the fame metal, with feveral 
other things, part of which he pretended were given him by the dying miffioner, and 
the reft he promifed he would fend to our fuperior at Loanda, but did not. 

I report this from the people that were with Father Seftri, when he died, and who 
told me moreover, that he took a great quantity of, treacle without any relief. This 
a&ion of the vicar-general hindered his fon from being admitted into facred orders when 
he folicited for it. As foon as the old vicar was dead, the chapter of Loanda thundered 
out one excommunication againft the fon, then deacon, and the new bifhop another, to 
the end that he might thereby be obliged to reftqre what his father had fo unjuftly got ; 
all which ferved to little or no purpofe. The old vicar had fix thoufand Haves at his 
command, befides fubjects, with which he defigned to have forced his fon’s promotion 
to the priefthood, to the end that he might crown him King of Congo, without con- 
fidering whether he could get himfelf to be elefted, and at that time he was decrepit. 
But I mull return to give an account of the further progrefs of my journey. 

The fil’d day after I was got over the river, I had a very fteep mountain to go up ; 
which being impoflible to do in my net, I was fain to perform it on foot, bang fupported 
all the way by two men, by reafon of my weaknefs. We came at length to a village, 

where 
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yvhere- 1 obferved coleworts planted like ours in Europe, brought thither it may be by 
jfqrne miffioners. ' There are of them in the kingdom of Angola, but they produce no 
feed, and are multiplied. by planting the fprouts, growing to a great height. Tin's village 
was called Bungit, where I baptifed fifteen children. 

i The morning of my departure hence, thofe that had the care of mo being gone back 
again, as. it is the cuftom in thefe ..countries to do, being afligned l'refli conductors by 
ithe Mani of the place, they would not ftir a foot forwards till they were paid, though 
it be our privilege to travel always at the charge of the town where we came lath In 
anfwer to their demands I told them, that 1 was going to wait on their King upon this 
account, and therefore if he would have me to come, he mull bear my charges. They 
replied, in great fury, “ We will be paid,” clapping their hands, and damping with 
their feet as if they had been mad. This adtion I coufefs made me ftnile, whereupon 1 
told, them, that if they would repeat the fame three times over they Humid be paid. 
This made them to laugh too, when drugging up their fliouklcrs, and performing whal 
I iequircci, they Hooped and took me up. It leans this ridiculous trillion of theirs was 
to have frighted me into a compliance.; but however they were difappoinled in the 
manner of procuring it, though they fucceeded in what they exported. 

In my l’econd day’s journey I was carried to the city of Norchie, where I baptifed 
one hundred and twenty-fix perfons. This place is the beft fituated of any 1 had 
hitherto feen in Ethiopia. Here the King’s ion met me, being come for that purpoie, 
and I ftaid a day and a half to baptife the people. 

Here, as I underftood, had never yet been any prieft, and that bocaufe this town was 
fomewhat out of the road, the people having been ufed to carry their children about fix 
days journey off, to a place where the miflioners commonly roiided. Tito crowd that 
gathered here about , me was very great, and the court of the houfc where 1 was but 
very, little, fo that I determined for my greater cafe, to perform my office in the market. 
This the Maui, obferving, told me, that if I plcafed I might go to the church, which 
was not far off, I was glad to hear there was one, and therefore immediately went to 
it. When I came near it, I perceived it was a pretty large one, and had a great wooden 
crofs {landing before it, which I was glad to fee. Fixing my eyes upon the door of the 
church, I found ,it was quite different from what others had ; whereupon calling to the 
Mani with a great deal of concern, I defired him to caufe it to be opened. But lie, 
inftead of gratifying me in my requeft, immediately fled, together with all the reft of 
the. company, which were very numerous. .Being thus left to my refentments, I clapped 
my foot agaihft the. door, and broke it open, when I faw what I could never have be* 
lieved, had it. beeri’ barely related to me : inftead of an altar there was a great heap of 
fand, wherein was ftuck a ftraight horn about five fpans long, and on one fide another 
pf a , leffer fize. On one part of the wall hung two coarfe Hurts, fuch as I had before 
feen in the kingdom of Angoij. Being aftoniflied at this fight, my hair Hood :ut end, 
hiy tongue cleaved to the roof of my mouth, and 1 began to cry out aloud, enhancing 
the offence as much as poifible, “ Are thefe the. effects of the inftruftions ye have 
learned from our miffioners? Is this the fruit of fo much toil and anguifh as has been 
undergone' inyour _ convert ion ?” with feveral more expreffions of the like nature. 1 
'deferred admihiftering the facrament of baptifm for fome time, giving for reafon, that it 
was by no means proper to baptife the children of thofe parents that had rejected the 
worftup of the true God, for that of an abominable idol, fuch as their execrable Caria- 
bemba, was, for fo they called their devil'. I afterwards told, them that I would not ftir 
jt foot from their tow till they had utterly thrown down and deftroyeq that temple' of 
idolatry, , r , 
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Retiring to recommend myfelf to God, and to pray for the illumination of his Spirit, 

I faid to myfelf, “ If I Ihould now clap fire to this building, and burn it down, what 
damage may it not do to the inhabitants, whofe houfes are all adjoining, and moreover 
built with reeds ?” I concluded therefore to execute my purpole more mildly at my 
return, after 1 had been fecure of the King’s favour ; for Ihould I now have done it, I 
might have incurred the fame damage or danger as others have done. Amongft the 
reft, Father Bernard da Savona, a few days before he came to Sogno, was left with his 
baggage, by his conductors, in a large foreft, where, for fear of being torn to pieces by 
wild beafts, he was forced to leave his bundles, and wander alone in great hafle j till at 
laft coming near the fea, he was difcovered by fifhermen, who giving us at the convent 
notice of it, we fent fpeedily out for him, and had him conducted fafe to us. He was 
travelling, on account of his miffion, to Emcaffu in Congo. 

The like misfortune befel Father John Baptift da Malta, as he travelled through 
Bamba ; who perceiving himfelf forfaken by the perfons that were to attend him, had 
recourfe to the Father of miracles, the glorious St. Anthony of Padua, for afliftance. 
When he had watched in a tree altnoft a whole night for fear of becoming a prey to the 
wild beafts, he heard himfelf all of a fudden called by his name. The poor Father 
thinking fome of his companions had called him, begged for the love of God to be 
conduced to fome road. A little while after two gentlemen coming by that way with 
fervants, and obferving the Father alone, and fo much mifufed, took him upon their 
own backs, and carried him to the city of Bamba, not fuffering any of their fervants to 
take turns with them, for fear of being deprived of the entire benefit of fo charitable an 
aftion. The poor Father coming to the vicar of Bamba’s houfe, and bang kindly en- 
tertained by him, after fome time enquired after his companions ; and meeting with them 
not long after, he demanded of them how they could be fo cruel as to leave him alone 
in fuch a foreft. Alfo, why they did not come to affift him when he called to them, 
and they heard him. Their anfwer was, that as for hearing him they took care not to 
do that from their firft leaving him, flying from him as fall as they could, and had not 
been near him fince till then. By their anfwer the Maltefe eafily perceived that it was 
the faint to whom he had recourfe, that had both called and delivered him. This' 
was told me by the laid Father himfelf in our convent at Loanda, in the kingdom of 
Angola. 

I was likewife afraid fuch an accident might have befallen me, as happened to one of 
our order, Father Philip da Salefia, a miffioner into the kingdom of Congo. The ftory 
is this :— After the death of the pious Don Alvaro King of Congo, a new King was 
ehofen, who was no lefs zealous and devout than his predeceffor. This prince putting 
out 3 proclamation to have all the wizards that Ihould be found within his^ dominions 
.burnt, thofe wicked wretches gathering together in the dukedom of Sundi, ftill perfifted 
to exercife their damnable callings in their huts, notwithftanding the prohibition. To 
prevent this, the duke’s forces marched thither in great hafte, carrying along with them 
the aforefaid Father. Being arrived at the place, they began to fet fire to the huts : as 
foon as the wizards perceived the flames about their ears, they came out in great^fury , 
whereat the duke’s people immediately fled, leaving the poor Father' to fliift for himfelf. 
The wizards perceiving him alone, foon feized, and murdered, and devoured him, both 
to fatisfy their revenge and appetite. The truth of this was attefted and told us by the 
perfons that fled, who faid, they had obferved it by the light of the blaze of the houfes. 
We were then at our convent in the city of St. Salvador. . . 

The young prince of Congo, who was about eighteen years old, perceiving I lhewea 
him little refpeft, efpecially after what I had difcovered in the church, having drawn 
yOE, xvi. 00 
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up his men in order, departed. I was told I had not done well, to {hew fo little regard 
to their King’s fon, and was therefore defired to fend for him back again. My anfwer 
■was, that fxnce his departure was voluntarily, fo Ihould be his return, for me; but 
withal, that if he would come back he fhould be well received. In Ihort, he did come 
back, and at length both he and his were well fatisfied, and tarried with me till next 
day at noon, when we went all away together. 

Having travelled another day’s journey and a half with the aforefaid prince, we met 
with the King’s uncle, and a relation of his, who had drums, trumpets, and a great train 
of followers. When we came within half a mile of the Barm of Lemba, where the 
King was, I was told I mull not go any nearer till farther order, and therefore was 
forced to remain behind alone with my interpreter. At lalt the order came, attended 
with feveral perfons, to bring me to court. When I came near the city, 1 was Hopped 
again to wait for the fecretary, who was to receive me there. He prefently came and 
conduced me into the market-place, where the people, almolt innumerable, and divided 
into two choirs, were finging of the Rofary in the Conghcfe tongue. At the upper end 
fat the King with a long cloak upon his Ihoulders, a fatin wailtcoat llriped with filver 
on his back, and his lower parts from the middle were cloathed with a fine veil after 
the mode of the country. Being led up into His Majefty’s prefence, he reached out an 
ivory crucifix a fpan and a half long, on an ebony c'rofs of a proportionable length, lor 
me to kifs. When I had done it, and he had delivered it to a favourite, he would needs 
kifs my crucifix ; which he did, and afterwards falling on his knees, received bene- 
diction. In the mean-time the people were marching in great order towards the church, 
whilft the King and I brought up the rear. When I came into the church, after a 
ihort prayer, I went up to the altar, and preached a fermon. to them upon thole words 
of the apoftle to the Corinthians, Ecce nunc tempus acciptabile , ecu nunc dies falul'ts ; 
declaring, that I came amongft them for no other end, than to revive in their hearts the 
love and fear of God, and of his Son Chrift. 

My fermon being ended, I waited on the King back to his palace, where he enter- 
tained me lovingly, and gave me a hearty welcome into his dominions. After we had 
fpent fome time together, I took my leave, but His Majefty would needs fee me out of 
the ftreet. His nobles had orders to accompany me farther, for they conducted me to 
a houfe belonging to the King’s uncle, where 1 was to refide. I mull needs lay I was 
not a little furprized to obferve how punctually thofe lords would come every morning 
wrapped up in their long cloaks, and walking two by two, to receive and conduit mo 
to church, and after mafs inarch back again with me in the fame order as they came. 

After the reciprocal vifits between the King and me were pretty well over, 1 one 
day alked His Majefty for what reafon he had fo earneftly and fo often font for mo 
from Sogno. He anfwered, that he might have a prieft and preacher of the holy 
Gofpel , within his dominions. “ That I believe,” replied I, “ but I prefume Your 
Majefty had fome other end.” Though he made me no anfwer to this, yet I could 
eafily perceive he had fome thought thereupon that pleafed him, and that by his finding. 
“ Your Majefty mult give me leave to guefs at it,” replied I, « and therefore 1 fancy 
you fent for me to put the crown of Congo upon your head.” Thefe words were fcarce 
out of my mouth, but I heard a great clapping of hands, and humming (which are 
tokens of great joy among thefe people), together with a confufed noife of prating 
among the courtiers, and drums beating, trumpets founding, and other noify inftru- 
ments playing ; all which were only grateful to my ears, as they proceeded from plea- 
fure conceived at what I had faid. r 
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The Kings of Congo have a bull from Pope Urban VIII., which gives them leave to 
be crowned by the Capuchin mifiioners after the Catholic manner, and which in for- 
mer times their firfl King was by the faid authority. And afterwards the miffioner. 
Father Januario da Nola, did' the fame office for Don Garda Alphonfb, who was 
crowned in the time of Pope Innocent X. The like were others down to this prefent 
King. I told His Majefty that his election having been by votes, and that in writing, 
by reafon the ele&ors lived fo far off, I defired to fee them. He readily complied with 
my requeft, and among the reft I found the count of Sogno’s name, which I was glad 
to fee, there having been fome difference formerly between thofe two princes. 

Having gone thus far, my next bufinefs was to procure the regal crown of Congo, 
which had been formerly fent hither by the aforefaid Pope Urban, and remained at 
prefent in the cuftody of the Portuguefe. It may not be amifs to tell how they came 
by it ; the manner in fhort was this : — Don Garda II. and feventeenth Chriftian King 
of this country, being defirous to eftablifh the fucceffion of his throne to his children, 
amongft other tyrannous actions, extirpated feveral of the chief families of his king- 
dom ; and at laft, to fhew that he was refolved to die as wickedly as he had lived, 
inftead of invoking the affiftance of heaven in his ficknefs, he had recourfe only to 
wizards, necromancers, and fuch kind of ill-people. Thefe wretches- bearing a more 
than ordinary hatred to the then prince Don Alphonfo, as well knowing and fearing 
that if they fuffered him to come to the crown, he would not only perfecute, but banirn 
them, poffeffed the mind of his fick father, that to make his way the fooner to his 
dominions, he had defigned to poifon him. 

Garda thereupon blinded by their fubtilties, immediately declared his fon unworthy 
of his throne, and confequently got him murdered, recommending for his fucceffor 
Don Antonio L his fecond fon. Ngt long after Garda died, in the twenty-firft year 
of his reign, leaving his fon Antonio to fucceed him : but nobody can imagine the 
wickednefs of his reign ; befides the murder of his brother, wherein he was not a 
little concerned, he put to death all his relations. He caufed his wife to be murdered, 
giving out, though falfely, that fhe was guilty of adultery ; and afterwards married a 
near kinfwoman, whom he had formerly been in love with, againfl all law and reafon. 
Then he proceeded to extend his cruelty towards her relations, as unjuftly as he had. 
done towards his own. Thus began the reign of that monftrous tyrant Don Antonio, 
who having fcarce wrapped himfelf in his purple, dyed it in fcarlet, and became ab- 
horred and hated by the Portuguefe and Whites, who having fignified their diflike to 
his practices, and which coming to his ears, he vowed he would fpeedily have them 
beat and whipt out of his dominions. 

To effeft this, confiding more in his multitudes, than their knowledge in military 
affairs, he raffed a prodigious army of nine hundred thoufand men ; the truth whereof 
I know not whether it may be queftioned by the reader ; but befides my own, I have 
the authority of Father Cavazzi for it, who in his fecond book, p. 286, and eighth 
book, p. 868, affirms the fame thing. Moreover it may appear credible, if we confider 
the exceffive largenefs and populoufnefs of thefe countries, as likewffethat all this King’s 
fubjetts are not only obliged, but accuftomed voluntarily to follow him to the wars at 
his leaft command. 

Before this army marched, the King was advffed by Father Francis de'St. Salvador, 
his chaplain and relation, not to hazard the lives of fo many poor Haves, againft fo 
warlike a people as the Portuguefe. This friar had received the habit of our order 
from Father Giacinto da Vetralla ; he was a learned man, and was admitted by order 
of the facred college. 
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The King not caring to hearken to his chaplain’s advice, the army marched again 11 
the Portuguefe. On the very firll day of their march, the heavens let down fuch a 
deluge, as one would have thought fufficient to have drowned all ^Ethiopia, and mourned 
in thunder for the dreadful daughter that was to enfue. The good friar perceiving the 
difpleafure of heaven, renewed his former petition and advice to the King. <£ Obforvc,” 
quoth he to the King, “ thefe drops ave as fo many tongues, that exhort you not to 
fight againft the Whites ; and thefe claps of thunder are fo many groans, that good 
heaven fends forth for the woeful eft'e&s of your obftinacy.” The haughty Kingnever- 
thelefs perlifted in his refolution and inarched forwards : when at length, flopping afide 
a little way from his army, with a few followers, to repofe himfelf, behold a dreadful 
tiger, as it were for a fecond warning, leaped fuddenly out of a foreft, and ran full 
drive at him. Father Francis, who never went from the King’s fide, feeing this, drew 
out a feymitar he had at his girdle, and oppofing the furious bead, at one ftroke cleft 
him in two. The King, little moved at this adtion of his preferver, rather attributed 
his fafety to magic, than to his kinfman’s valour. 

The Portuguefe being refolved to find thofe mines of gold which the Mod- Congo- 
Ians had fo long promifed, and ftill delayed to difeover to them, got together about 
four hundred brave Europeans, with near two thoufand Blacks their flaves, and lodged 
themfelves in the marquifate of Pemba, where they not long after were affaultcd by 
above eighty thoufand ^Ethiopians. The Portuguefe, though they faw their enemies 
inarch as thick as locufts, and though they themfelves were but a handful in com- 
parilon of them, and had but two pieces of cannon, yet were they not diiheartened, 
even when they faw them encompafs and furround them. The Capuchin placed himt- 
felf in his veftments between the two armies, endeavouring to make peace, which 
was approved of by the Portuguefe. But the obftinate King would not hearken to 
his mediation, but forthwith gave the fignal of battle, and feeing a woman with a child 
in her arms, fuppofed to be the Virgin Mary, {landing by the Portuguefe general, he 
{hewed her to his men, alluring them of vidtory, becaufe the Portuguefe had the 
impediment of their women with them. Then began the foot to fly like hail from 
the Portuguefe guns, efpedally from two pieces of cannon they had, which made fuch 
a dreadful {laughter among the Blacks, that one part of the army giving way, the 
other was not long before it followed. In fooxt, the Portuguefe got the victory; 
which the proud King perceiving, he thought to fecure himfelf behind a huge rock ; 
which being overthrown by a cannon ball, buried and killed both the King and his 
chaplain, the good friar. Thofe few that faved themfelves by flight, left neverthelefs 
behind them all the baggage, with the King’s utenfils of pure gold. Now becaufe this 
memorable {laughter was chiefly occafioned by gold, the, natives have never fince cared 
to dig it for fear of lofing their country and becoming {laves thereby. 

The head of the dead King was immediately lopped off by the conquerors, who 
carried it to Loanda, together with the crown and feeptre. There they buried it the 
whole chapter affifting at the obfequies. This battle, commonly looked upon to have 
been miraculous, I myfelf have feen painted upon the wall of the church of Our 
Lady of Nazareth, where the head is buried > and have alfo had it related to me, after 
the manner as I have told it, by a Portuguefe captain that was prefent at it. He alfo 
told me, that after the battle, while they were in purfuit of the enemy, he happened 
t0 . come ^0 a houfe where he faw two breads of meat roafting by the fire. Having 
driven out the people* according to the military cuftom* and being exceedingly hungry* 
he fell to taking then* off the ipit, but had no fooner touched them than he perceived 
them to be man s fleUn By this may be feen* that though generally fpeaking there be 
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no Anthropophagi (man-eaters) in Congo, yet the neceffities of war drove the people 
to great ihifts in this marquifate. 

The Portuguefe did not pretend to any right to the crown of Congo, having been 
fent by the pope, though they had taken it in war, but faid, they were ready to refign 
it whenever they ihould be fo required. Now, becaufe by the death of Don Antonio, 
fo many diforders arofe, and every one thought it his right to command rather than 
duty to obey ; thence enfued innumerable daughters and great deftru&ion. I propofed 
to the King to go Vfith his army and take poffeflion of St. Salvador, a city where for- 
merly his ancestors refided, whence he might fend an ambaffador for the crown and 
fceptre to the governor of Loanda, without a letter, and through the province of Pemba, 
for otherwife he might be hindered by the duke of Bamba his enemy : and if he hap- 
pened to be flopped by thofe people, he fhould have orders not to tell them he was an 
ambaffador, left they ihould detain and put him to death, which, inftead of preventing 
mifchief, would caufe more. The King hearkening attentively to all I faid, after I had 
ended my propofition, turned about to his relations and friends, and fpoke after this 
manner : “ The Father,” fays he to them, “ knows all 5” meaning, that I had dif- 
covered the defigns of the ^Ethiopians ; and adding moreover, that he approved of my 
propofal, but that it could not be well put in execution till the corn was off the ground ; 
but as foon as harveft was in, he promifed that he would march with his troops to St. 
Salvador, to grub up the woods, and take poffeflion thereof, together with the lands 
and habitations thereabouts. In times paft, that city had been the metropolis, and 
capital of Congo, where the King refided with his court. There alfo lived a.bifhop 
and his chapter, a college of Jefuits, and a monaftery of our order, all maintained at 
the coft of the King of Portugal. In our convent always refided the Father-fuperior 
of our order in thefe parts. But fince, through frequent wars, both this city, and the 
country about it, was become a den of thieves and robbers. 

Without this city is the Pombo, or great market, built by the Giaghi, where man’s 
flelh was accuftomed to be fold like to that of fheep and oxen. The Portugal mer- 
chants, who refided here in great numbers on account of traffic, refufed to buy this 
flelh, and rather chofe to have the Haves alive, whereby to fill their purfes with gold, 
than to have their bellies fluffed with fuch barbarous food 5 and, on this account, they 
pretend they have a licence to buy Haves, which however they could never produce to 
this day. The Giaghi ' above-mentioned are the . moll barbarous people in nature, of 
whom, or of the converfion of the Queen of Singa, I lhall not treat, becaufe that 

fubied is handled at large by Father Francis Moria Gioja of Naples. ... , 

I told the King likewrfe, I would go to Sogno, and exped the return of the fmack 
from Loango, and therein tranfport myfelf to Loanda. I advifed him not to let Auguft 
pafs before he difpatched his ambaffador, affuring him he Ihould no fooner arrive at 
Loanda, but have all the refped paid him which was due to his minifter j and the pre- 
fent Portuguefe governor being almoft out of his time, would deliver the crown for a 
fmall prefent, which perhaps another would not ; and that the Father fuperior and I 
would crown him, which being done with the Portuguefe confent, none would dare to 


qU fthSi alked two favours of His Majefty ; firft, that he would pleafe to pardon a cer- 
tain rebel that had caufed himfelf to be proclaimed King of Congo, but was now a 
fugitive in the dominions of Sogno, and that ever fince his army had been routed by that 
of His Majefty ; I requefted him likewife not only to forgive him, but alfo to affiard 
him the government of fome city, paffing my word that he Ihould prove an obedient 
aS loyal fubjeft for the future. The King gave his word prefently that he would do 
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all I dclired ; but' I not caring to trull altogether to that, caufed him to give me his 
oath upon the crucifix to perform it, to the end the criminal might not afterwards be 
difappointed and puuilhed. My other requelt was, that His Majelly would reftorc to 
the count the country of Chiovachianza, to the end that having that prince for his 
friend, as well as the Portuguefe, he might reign fecure for many years. This, likowifo, 
without any fcruple, he confented to. 

TIow little reaion I had to alk any favour on behalf of the aforefaid rebel, may ap- 
pear by what follows : — This mock-king, Don Garcia (for fo was his name), coming 
to vifit a miffioncr of our order, one Francis Michael da Torino, then in the city of 
Cuffu in Congo, after he had been very courteoufly received by him, and whiUt the 
Father and he were talking together, a fire fuddenly broke out in the church : the 
mock-king foon perceiving it, immediately ordered all his followers to do what they 
could to extinguish it, which yet gained fo far upon them, that in a Ihort time not only 
the church was burnt to the ground, but the facrifty or veflry. Don Garcia feemod 
extremely concerned, which neverthelefs was all but feigned, he having been the con- 
triver of all, as I was afterwards told by Father Michael, who by a ftratagem got it out 
of one of the followers, that Don Garcia made the wifp of draw himfelf, and giving it 
to one of the Negroes, ordered him to fire the church. This he did to make his zeal 
appear the more by his endeavours to quench the fire, not thinking the flames would 
have increafed as they did. As a reward for this great diligence of his, he was forth- 
with excommunicated by the faxd milfioner, who foon after departed that; country. Don 
Garcia not long afterwards coming to Sogno, was abfolved of his fault by my com- 
panion F. BencdiQ:, upon his repentance. 

"Whilll I continued in lemba, which was about twenty days, the church was very 
much frequented : at day-break, the third part of the Rofary was fung by thole that 
were going journeys, efpecially by the women who went to work in the fields ; throe 
hours after, the fame was performed by the better fort of people, adding moreover the 
faints’ Litany ; and fometimes, as often as ever I could, I laid mafs : at night was lung 
the other part of the Rofary, together with the Litany of our Lady. This prefent year 
they kept Lent fifteen days before ours, by reafon they regulated it according to the 
couxfe of the moon, but which they did not let pxc know for fear I Ihould put it off 
fifteen days longer; they neverthelefs obferved the ordinary courle of forty days. To 
prevent my coming to know the conclufion of it, the Saturday before they came to mo 
with an amufement, faying, “ If Your Reverence hears a great Ihooting and fhouting 
to-morrow morning, you mult know it is on account of fome new acquifition added to 
our King’s dominions.” I could not but believe them, though I knew what they Ipoke 
of happened the night I came into the city ; for then the Marquis of Mattari entered in 
triumph for having fubdued two princes, whofe dominions bordered on the kingdom of 
Micocco ; and the fame night the faid marquis came to give me welcome, looking upon, 
my arrival as a good omen, The next morning, according to my information, whilll 
we were in. the faints’ Litany, I heard a great firing of mulkets, beating of drums, found- 
ing of trumpets, and other noifes of various inftruments. “ God forgive you,” cried 
I, “ for having thusimpofed upon me : if I had but known that your Lent was at an 
end, I could have bleffed the palms lall Sunday, and all Ihould now have been done 
that was neceflary for a preparation for Eafter : neverthelefs, l have that charity as to 
difpenfe my blelfings to all fuch as have obferved this holy time faithfully.” '' 

The mentioning of Micocco puts me in mind of a memorable ftory told me by the 
fuperior Father Thomas de Sellola, concerning a certain milfioner who travelled into 
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this country, and, after having baptized about fifty thoufand fouls, died there. His 
name I have forgot, but the particulars of his labours are known to all. 

This perfon would needs go to wait on the King of Micocco, by whom having been 
courteoufly and kindly received, he began to treat with him about introducing the Chrif- 
tian religion into his dominions. At the very 'firft propofal, the King fhewed an in- 
clination to believe that was the true faith which the miffioner propofed, and, confe- 
quently, offered to be baptized ; the prieft told him, that before he could admit him to 
the font, he muft fubmit to be catechifed : he feemed very willing to comply with what 
was required, and, after having been well inftructed, prepared himfelf to receive bap- 
tifm ; when all of a fudden a thought came into his head, fuggefted no doubt by the 
devil, which he delivered after this manner : “ Father, before I am baptized, I would 
'beg two favours of you, which you mull not deny me ; and they are, firft, to grant 
me half of your beard ; and, fecondly, to afford me a fucceffor from your loins, for 
which purpofe I will caufe all my women to be brought before you, to the end you 
may choofe her you like belt : we are all mortal you know,” proceeded he, “ and, 
therefore, if you fhould either die, or take a fancy to leave us, who fhall fupport or 
maintain the new religion which you have planted among us ? To what purpofe fhould 
l fubmit to entertain a new law, if I have no profpect of its continuance ; grant there- 
fore that I may have a fon of your body, who, poffeffing his father’s rare qualities, may 
be a means to tranfmit this do&rine more fecurely to pofterity. I muft beg of you not 
to refufe me, <for I cannot confent to be baptized, if you do. The modeft Father was 
much furprized, andfmiling, anfwered, “ That the ftrangenefs of his requeft was fo 
extraordinary, that he could neither gratify him in one nor the other of his defires.” 
The King’s reafon for his firft requeft was, only that he might lay up the hair, and 
fhew it uponoccafion to have belonged to the introducer of the Chriftian religion into 
his country ; and who knows but his fubjects, out of blind zeal, might have worfhipped 
it ? The fecond needs no explaining. It is certain we have been always exceeding 
cautious how we let the Negroes have any thing from us, that they might probably pay 
adoration to. As concerning the before-mentioned bull, called by the Conghefes of 
the bleffed facrament, and their lighting candles when they open it, the Portuguese 
nuncio was acquainted with it, and anfwered, that that venerable effigies being on it, the 
people might be permitted in their fimplicity to worfhip it. 

When I had been about eight days at Lemba, I was feized with a double tertian 
ague, and moreover broke out from the navel upwards m fo many boils and fcqbs, 
that I had not the leaf! reft either night or day. . But my greateft trouble was, the want 
of an interpreter to adminifter the facrament of penance, which I had not provided, 
becaufe the letters fent me were well writ, and the language good. The fecrefary was 
old, and a boy I had with me too young to be trufted with confeffions. WTnlftl was 
thus fick, I was not only frequently vifited by the King himfelf* but would hkewife 
fend every fix hours to know how I did ; the Queen alfo, and the m&mta Donna Mo. 
nica fent often to enquire after my health, and withal prefented me with feveral refrefh- 
ments. Having a mind to be let blood, the King’s uncle would needs do that office 
for me, not caring to truft any body elfe, which he performed with that mcenefs that 
I fcarce felt the lance enter my vein ; this, with the help of a certain purge I brough 
from Venice, did me a great deal of good. Being fomewhat recovered of my mdrf- 
nofition 1 forthwith refolved to be gone, and in order thereto made the King acquainted 
Sfth my intentions: he feemed much difpleafed, but notwithftandmg, perceiving my 
SHI to acquiefce. I told him I did not intoid to go by the wayof 
Boma for feveral reafons, but defigned to go by Sogno, to the end 1 might meet with 
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the fraack if I could polfibly ; I begged of him he would fend fomc of his people along; 
■with me to conduct me as far as Ghiova, a country belonging to Sogno, or to Xariam- 
bala, an illand of the fame dominions. His anfwer was, that he would willingly com- 
ply with any reafonable requelt of mine, but much wondered at my fo fudden depar- 
ture, cfpccially if I defigned to go without taking leave of his mother. 1 told life 
Majefty, that the reafon I had not hitherto done it, was on account of iny indifpofition, 
of which I was but juft then recovered , but that I defigned to wait on her, God willing, 
that very night. Purfuant to my promife I went not long after towards Her Majdly’s 
court, and at my firft entrance I met two fervants with torches, in the fucond room 
two more with four fervants, and two in the third with more attendants, it being night ; 
they introduced me into the Queen’s prefence, whom I found fitting wrapped up in a 
cloak, which was likewife thrown under her arm, having nothing but her knock under 
it, and her daughter fitting on a carpet by her. After having addreffed mylelf briefly 
to her by way of taking leave, Ihe ftarted up in a paflion, and fetting her hands to her 
fideSj faid, “ What will the world fay, if, after having obtained a minifterofrhe Gofpol 
with fo great difficulty, we fliould part with him fo eafily ? No, no, it mult not be ; 

I will fpeak to the King my fon, that he by no means lhall fuffer you to go.” « Ma- 
dam,” replied I fmilingly, “ if Your Majefty has done me the honour to buy me, 

I defire to know in what Pombo or market it was, and what you gave for me, that l 
may reftore the price to you, with thanks, for begone I muft.” The hearing of this 
caufed no fmall laughter in the company, efpecially in the Queen hcrlelf. [ added 
further, “ If I am not Differed to tranlport myfelf to Loanda, how can I pretend to 
bring about what I have promifed, and you fo earneftly defire?” This faid, I was 
immediately difmiffed, The name of this Queen was Donna Potentials, her nature 
agreeing therewith, having always endeavoured to be powerful, and a great enemy to 
the Queen-dowager Donna Anna, and to Donna Agnes another Queen. Thefe three 
women have often put this poor kingdom into a flame, each having defired to have 
her hulband crowned, and for that purpofe did all feparately endeavour to get a Capu- 
chin miflioner among them, which has occafioned the death of fo many priefts, and 
made our fuperior not very ready to let any mifiioners go to Congo, 

Being juft upon fetting out on my journey, the King offered me a prefent of Haves, 
which I refufed, telling His Majefty that we had more than fufficient in our convent at 
Sogno ; I neverthelefs accepted one to wait on me during my journey, though I had 
thirteen at home whom I employed in the fervice of the church, and in that of thofe 
mat came to vifit us. His Majefty feeing 1 had refufed his offer of Daves, rcfolved to 
fend fotne people to accompany me* which indeed I defired, among whom were two of 
his relations, to the end that I might be the better received wherever I came. Over and 
above the two things formerly mentioned, I requefted two favours more of the King, 
and they were, firft, that I might have leave to level that obfccne and facrilegious > 
place before-mentioned, if it were yet in being, where fo many forcerics and villainies 
had been praMed. And ftcondly, that I might take away the banners from the 
burial-places xn the fields, being both fuperftitious and blameable. Having obtained 
thefe my demands, I took my leave of His Majefty and departed. 

When we were got as far as the river which bounds the kingdom of Congo that way, 
rny companions aridjollowers being many, feme armed with guns, and Others with 
long pikes, after the^ manner of the country, by reafon we had no boats on that fide, 
wemadefignsto the inhabitants of the other to come and fetch us over in their canoes. 
When, this was ; done, our people called three affemblies among themfelves, I not being 
able to guefc at the conclufions of either, though I partly thought that the reafon muft 
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have been, either that they were afraid of being rendered fufpected by coming armed, 
or elfe that they did not care to venture themfelves in the dominions of Sogno, out of 
a diftruft they had of the people. At laft three canoes came over, but not near fuffi- 
cient to tranfport all of us ; into one of thefe having put me with my interpreter, they 
promifed they would foon follow, but were worfe than their words ; for leaving me 
to the mercy of the winds and tide, they went their ways ; and having reached the 
other fide of the river, the Mani of the place propofed to me to ftay there all night 
to baptife fome children, and next morning I Ihould be going as early as I pleafed 
onwards of my journey. This propofal was not at all difpleafing to me, efpecially 
fince I had a more than ordinary defire to fee whether the Conghefe people would fol- 
low me or not ; thofe two that were of the King’s relations having promifed me that 
they would conduit me as far as our convent in the Banza of Sogno. As foon as 
morning came, the Mani thundered in my ears, that if I would needs be gone I mult 
unloofe my purfe-ftrings before I entered the boat again. “ With all my heart,” quoth 
I, although I had already fatisfied thofe watermen that brought me over. “ Tell me,” 
faid I, “ how much you demand, and you fhall have it.” “ Fifteen Libonchi,” replied 
he, which are about ten Roman Giulios. When I was about to pay him what he 
demanded, he cried he mult have thirty Libonchi, having been miftaken before. 
« There are thirty for you,” anfwered I, which having laid down, up ftarts a fellow 
and cries, “ It is align the Mani has not been very converfantin waterage, fince he 
takes thirty for what he Ihould have three fcore.” “ Be they ten times as much I will 
pay them,” replied I, “ fince once paying goes for all,” This faid, I laid down the 
full of what they demanded, and went into the boat. Towards night, when I thought 
we were got near the land of Sogno, I difcovered an illand where the watermen imme- 
diately run afhore. I was not landed when a monftrous fellow, with a countenance 
like to a great ugly wizard, came up to me, and told me in a haughty tone, that he 
had orders from the fecretary of Congo . to bring me afhore. “ How can that be,” 
replied I, “ when I left the fecretary of Congo in Congo myfelf ; how then Ihould he 
come here ?” “ I fay,” replied_he, “ the fecretary of the kingdom of Congo requires 

your prefence.” Now it feems the Mani of this place laid claim to that title. I an- 
lwered then this proud meffenger, “ Pray tell the fecretary your mailer, that I defire 
to be excufed from waiting on him, being not well, and befides going to Sogno for 
recovery of my health.” He came a fecond time, and more importunately than before 
commanded me to come afhore ; whereupon I defired him with that meeknefs that 
became me to acquaint his lord that I was a miflioner, and, though unworthy, fuperior 
of the million into Sogno, being juft come from Congo, where I had three hundred 
armed men affigned me by the King Simantamba for fafe conduct, all whom I had 
neverthelefs fome time fince parted with, for the truth whereof I appeal to the water- 
men that brought me. The Mani or fecretary hearing this, called for the watermen 
to inform himfelf of the truth, who attefting what I faid, he then fent for a Sognefe 
to fee if he knew me, who confirming what he had heard before, he immediately 
difpatched away this Mufcilongo or Sognefe to me, to beg of me for God’s fake 
that I would come to him ; or that if I fo pleafed, he would come in perfon to fetch 
me, excufing himf elf for having fent fo faucy and ill-bred a meffenger at firft, 
who having exceeded his orders Ihould be furely punilhed. “ This language is fome- 
thing like,” quoth I, “ and fince he entreats me for God’s fake, in God’s name will 
I go to him.” Then after having recommended myfelf to the protection of the Al- 
mighty I went a-lhore. The Mani gave me to underftand that he would come forth- 
with to pay me a vifit, but I defired the perfon that brought me the meffage, _to 
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acquaint his matter that betimes in the morning I would wait on him without giving 
him the trouble of incommoding bimfelf by a night-vifit to me. lie treated me with 
a goat, fruit, and a pot of the country-wine, together with a llaflc of brandy, mixed 
like a julep, which I could not imagine how he could get, and for (he thirty I.ibonchis 
I had paid his fubje&s, he reltored me fixty. The fame hour of my arrival I. began 
to baptize near a houfe where the miftrefs was a-bed. In the court of this Itoufe were 
planted feveral gourds with leaves like unto ours, but the fruit was green and pulpy, 
and of an excellent tafte. This court being not well able to contain the great con- 
courfe of people that thronged thither, they mult needfully exceedingly trample the wo- 
man’s ground 5 Ihe began to bawl out therefore as if Ihc were mad, but the people tak- 
ing little or no notice of her, crowded rather the elofer. Whillt l was adminillering the; 
holy facramont of baptifin, this woman cried out with greater vehemence than before, 
which caufed me to hold out my ftafl’toher, wherewith l fupportod my fell', being fcui'ct* 
able to Hand, to make her quiet, not knowing at that time that /he was the real inilhvii, 
of the houfe: when /he, either taking that fign for a threat, a thing always abhorred by 
me, or elfe moved by fome other wicked defign, catchcd up a fpadc angrily, and fell 
to digging round her ground where the people were (an aCtion always" fuporllitioiilly 
obferved by them), without any body fo much as fpeaking a word againlt it: after /ho 
had fo done, /he began to bawl out again as if /lie had been bewitched. 1 perceiving 
her to perfift in her obftinacy, made the fame fign to her as before to be quiet, where- 
upon /he immediately run as hard as /he could drive to call a witch to bewitch me : as 
fhe ran along, /lie cried to herlelf, “ What, /hall a ttrangcr thus abufe a native ? Mu/t 
I be drove out of my own houfe by I know not who ? No, no, if I cannot, get him 
away by fair means, I will have his foul out of his body by foul.” She loon after ap- 
peared again, bringing along with her a witch and a fcholar of hers. As foon as the 
people were gone, tliefe two laid themfclvcs down on the ground, leaning againft a 
wall. I knew them well enough to be what they were by the fafliion of their clothes : 
on their heads they had a piece of cloth folded round like a turban, fo that one eye 
was only to be fecn; with this the old witch looked flodfa/tly upon trie for fome time, 
grumbling after a bruti/h manner toherfelf all the while: then with her h:uid /he pro- 
ceeded to ferape a fmall hole in the ground ; at the light of this 1 immediately ordered 
my interpreter to be gone, being more concerned r him than niyfeif ; for as a pridl that 
had always trufted in God, I doubted not but to rentier her charms ineflctlual as to 
myfelf. I commanded the devil that he /hould not come near, but (ho little regarding 
what I did, .went on with her forceries. I ordered the evil fpirits a fecund time to be- 
gone, which /he perceiving, giving her fcholar a lufty flap oil the face, /lie bid her be- 
gone and leave her alone: at my third command /lie departed alfo, hut returned next 
morning betimes, pra&ifmg over her devilifh arts as before. I re/blved not to /land 
long in one place, thereby to avoid the defign /he had upon me to bewitch me to death, 
that having been the reafJfy of her making a hole in the earth. It fecins their cuitom 
is, that whep they have a mV n d to bewitch anyone mortally, they put a certain herb 
or plant into the hole they have fo dug ; which, as it perillies and decays, fo the vigour 
and fpirits of the perfon they have a defign upon will fail and decay. I propofed to 
myfelf to fpend my time in baptizing, till the watermen that belonged to my boat re- 
turned to me ; but it fo happened that I had done all that I had to do before any one of 
them came. I then went down to the river-fide a little way diftant, whither tile witch 
followed me : when I had gone down thrice, endeavouring all along to avoid her, and 
finding I could not, I fat me down by the water-fide in expectation of the watermen’s 
coining : this the hag perceiving, file likewife fquatted herfelf down over again/t me. 

The 
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The people being curious to know what would be the event of this conteft, had hid 
themfelves in an adjoining field of millet, which grew about ten or twelve hands high, 
which I knew nothing of. Whilft I was thus fitting, and obferving that vile wretch fo 
near me, it put me in mind of the faying of the wife man, Mulier nequam plaga mortis : 
a wicked woman is a deadly wound. Then I addrefied myfelf to God, faying, ce O 
Lord, the caufe is thine, thy honour lies at ftake, and fo much the rather by reafon 
that the inhabitants of this ifland are but very little acquainted with thee ! As for me, 
I am but a ipoor worm in refpect of thy majefty : do thou work in me, for without 
thee I can do nothing.” This faid, I commanded her once more, in the name of the 
bleffed Trinity and the holy Virgin, to be gone, and withal blowing gently towards her, 
fhe all of a fudden giving three leaps, and howling thrice, fled away in a trice. The 
fwiftnefs of her motions were fo extraordinary, that they were wondered at by all that 
law them, and thought impoflible to be performed by any human power. When the 
witch began to fly, the people came forth of their holes, and, running after her with 
feveral reproachful exclamations, cried out, “ The devil is fled and the prieft not 
moved : the devil take all witches and witchcraft.” I being furprifed at the hearing of 
fo great a number of voices in my favour, gave immediate thanks to the fupreme Dif- 
polcr of all things, and more efpecially when I heard them cry further, <c God prof- 
per Chriftianity ! God profper Chriftianity ! 

Soon after the watermen appeared, whom I thought to have hid themfelves likewife 
as the others had done, but it feems they had not : I gave them all the good words I 
could, that they might go off prefently, which they did not long after. The fecond 
night after our leaving this place, we came to the ifland of Zariambola belonging to 
Sogno, where I thought myfelf fecure : as I went up the canal, before I landed, I met 
with a nephew of the count’s, whom I acquainted that I was juft come from Congo 
with good news for the country of Sogno. This was not fpoken to a deaf perfon, for 
it was immediately carried to the count’s ears. Next morning the Mani of the place 
pretended that he would provide me another boat to tranfport.me farther, but, after a 
good deal of time loft, none appeared. It was my good fortune that the aforefaid re- 
lation of the count’s happened to return again that way, who perceiving that I had been 
made a fool of and abufed by the Mani, fell into a great palfion, and, kicking againft 
the ground, began to reprove him after this manner j te Is it thus that you behave your- 
felf in my uncle’s bufinefs ? I will take care that, as foon as I get' to Sogno, you fliall 
be fure to be deprived of your government.” The Mani began to excufe himfelf, 
affirming that he had afiigned me a fufficient number of watermen, and that, if I were 
not gone, it muft have been their fault. Coming to an anchor afterwards about mid- 
night in the port of Pinda, my boat’s crew fled, not giving me an opportunity to re- 
turn their kindnefs. I then landed, and went ftraightway to our convent. Next morning 
the count, with a greater attendance than ordinary, came to fee and welcome me home. 
As foon as I faw him, I broke forth into thefe words, “ Did not I tell Your Excellency, 
that if I could not well accomplifh my million by land, I would do it by water ?” 
When he, without anfwering me a word, fell down immediately on the ground to kifs 
my feet, which he would needs do, though I hindered him all I could, and my bre- 
thren that were then prefent much wondered at it. Being much afhamed of what he 
had done, I prefently lifted him up, and we afterwards ftepped afxde to difcourfe of the 
particulars of my expedition. I acquainted His Excellency with what had paffed be- 
tween me and Don John Simantamba, concerning the reftoring of Chiovachianza. He 
feemed very well pleafed with the news, and faid, that was what he had moft defxred. 
I then advifed him to re-eftablifh Don Garda, who at that time lived within his domi- 
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nions. Which counfel of mine he readily agreed with, haying beenall along hitherto 
forced to maintain him at his own charge, and contrary to his inclinations, only through 
policy. As foon as our private difeourfe was at an end, Father Andrew da Pavia, one 
of the two miilioners that I had left behind me, told me, that there was a Dutch lhip 
ready to fet fail for Loanda, and that, if I thought fit, I might take that opportunity 
to carry fo much good news to our fuperior there, and the governor. To which I an- 
fwered, that I did not much care to go fo quickly to fea again, defiring rather to repofc 
myfelf till the return of the ftnack from Loango, according to my promife given the 
commander thereof. Hereupon Father Andrew undertook himfelf what l refuted, and 
in order thereto took leave of the count that very minute. Making this voyage in a 
Dutch lhip, which are commonly pretty good failors, he returned to us again in lefs 
than a month’s time. Having brought the news to the governor, he laid, he embraced 
him heartily, and told him, he could never have withed for any thing better, I'mcc 
the way would probably be now opened to Congo, to the great benefit of the 
Portuguese. 

In confirmation of this I mull further add, that when I was going a fecond time to 
Sognofrom Loanda, as I was taking leave of the governor, he earncflly recommended 
to me to procure leave from the count for the Portuguefe to trade with liis dominions. 
When the farmers of the King’s revenue that flood by, anfwered, “ A free trade with 
Sogno can fignify little or nothing to us, that country being like a large tree, where 
nothing is to be met with but branches and leaves ; when a voyage to Congo would 
furnilh us not only with leaves, but fruit. 

Lobo, the late governor of Loanda, whilft he was in office, acquainted the royal 
chamber, that he defired to have the crown of Congo in his pofleflion ; but whatever 
diligence was made ufe of for that purpofe, it could by no moans be found. Then he 
commanded a new one to be made of filver gilt, to the end that when the Conghefb 
ambaffador came for it, he might have it ready to give him. The King of Portugal 
coming to the knowledge of the crown’s being loft, writ both to the bifliop and go- 
vernor, that they fhould make it their bufinefs to find out in whofo hands it was lull, 
and punifh him as if he had ftolen it. Father Andrew, through the fhort: warning lie 
had of his journey, was not able to give any account when the Conghele ambaffador 
was to arrive; but afterwards, at the return of the ftnack from Loango, 1 going to 
Loanda in it, acquainted the governor that it would be in the month of Augull. Au- 
guft came, yet no ambaffador appeared, which made us miflioners not a little concern- 
ed, having given out every where that he would certainly come then. 

A little after, meeting with fome Negroes newly come from Congo to this city, they 
informed us that they had met the ambaffador on the road with a great retinue. The 
Sognefe ambaffador being likewile in this city at that time, to congratulate the bilhop’s 
accefs to the bifhopric, had information that he was flopped by the Duke of Bamba’s 
orders, as he came through his dominions, that prince having been always an enemy to 
Congo, on account of his pretences to that crown, founded on hisdefeent from Donna 
Anna, one of the before-mentioned rival-queens. The Portuguefe were iatisfied with 
his fending, and all things had taken effect, but for fome troubles that on fuod : for the 
new governor was about making war on the Queen of Singa, who had dellroyed a ter- 
ritory belonging to the Portuguefe with fire and fword, and carried away the Sova, or 
lord of it, and his wife into flavery. 

Amongft other fervices done the King of Portugal, by Lewis Lobo the former 
governor of Loanda, one was, that he laid the firft foundation of a communication with 
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Congo, and rendered that kingdom dependent upon Portugal, aslikewife made a crown 
tor the King thereof at his own proper cofts. The crowning of this King we did not 
doubt ihortly to effect, notwithstanding what had happened, efpeciallv fince Father An- 
drew da Pavia was negociating earneftly about it. ' ’ 

Whilft this was in agitation, the Father fuperior, with the reft of us, did all that in 
us lay to promote the replanting of Chriftianity in Cacongo, calling in to our affiftance 
the governor himfelf, and the Royal Chamber, who were fo well affefted to our propo- 
fals, that they told us, that whatever fmall benefit they could propofe to themfelves by 
traffic with this kingdom, yet would they affift us to their power in the introducing of 
Chriftianity there ; and that the firft (hips they had at liberty ffiould be employed in 
that miffion. The new governor was extremely diligent in furthering this affair, and 
the bifliop rather more than he. I told them that not only Portuguefe but likewife 
Italian priefts would be neceffary to alienate the minds of that people from jealoufies and 
fufpicions, To the fame purpofe I had formerly writ to the then vice-fuperior. Father 
Jofeph Maria da Bufetto, when I was fent for by the King of Cacongo, and he had fent 
my faid letter to the facred college. Our .Father fuperior likewife had difpatched my 
fecond letters to the fame college, which I fent to him on the fame account. 

Matters being thus difpofed, a certain head of a convent in this city, having been 
fully informed by Ferdinand Gomez of the King of Cacongo’s inclinations to embrace 
the Chriftian faith, refolved to take the talk of preaching it to him upon himfelf. For 
this end he gave out, that he had received orders from his fuperiors to tranfport himfelf 
to Capinda, well knowing that I could not go by reafon of an infirmity I then laboured 
under. He alfo procured letters from our fuperior, to recommend him to our convent 
at Sogno where he was confequently very courteoufly received. Thence he fent a Por- 
tuguefe prieft, his companion to Cacongo, enjoining him to fpeak with the King. 
Without this perfon he could never have had any hopes of the fuccefs of his million, 
being not at all lkilled in the Corighefe language, which this prieft fpoke very well. 
He nevertheless could not obtain the fpeech of the King, which caufed him to write to 
him in his Superior's name ; but getting no anfwer, he began to defpair : whereupon 
returning back, they both came again with lhame to Loanda. 

Afterwards Father Andrew da Pavia took upon him to write to the faid King, Signi- 
fying to him that he would come and baptize His Majefty, whenever he fhould plp gfc 
to appoint him. It was reported about this time that all foreign miffioners were to de- 
part by order of the King of Portugal, and that all our convents were to be lurrendered 
to thofe (a bad report for us Capuchins, as you Shall hear more hereafter) of the afore- 
faid order. Whereupon the aforefaid fuperior, though he did not well care that Pavia 
Ihould go, yet that he might prepare the way for him, and build a convent there, he 
earneftly preffed him to it. At Pavia’s arrival the King fent him word, that he could 
not content to fee him, having formerly given his promife to me whom he expected ; 
and that with me he looked not only for an exercife of the facred miniftry, but likewife 
for trade and comifierce, by means of a merchant I was to bring along with me to fettle 
in his dominions for that purpofe. 

Among all the kingdoms which I have feen in this part of Ethiopia, none pleafed me 
fo much, either for commodioufnefs or profit, as this of Cacongo ; which good qualities 
inclined not a few befides myfelf to be defirous of going thither. The commodioulhefs 
of it confifts in its lying between three ports much frequented by ftrangeis. The firft 
and moft famous of thefe is that of Loango, the fecond that of Capinda, and the third 
and laft that of Cacongo itfelf, but which is not very Secure. This kingdom for the 
moft part is flat, with an air indifferently wholefome, and a foil not unfruitful, by reafon 
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of frequent ihowers, and the mould being generally black, whereas in other parts of 
Ethiopia it is either fandy or chalky. The inhabitants of this country, coniidering they 
have been born pagans, are more courteous and humane than ordinary j and though 
they are infidels, they cherifh and refpeft our priefls. Whillt the plague was amongfl 
them, they burnt their idols, faying, “ Tf they will not help us in i'uch a misfortune as 
this, when can we expeft they fhould ?” This palfagc l heard whillt I was in Soguo : 
and it grieved me extremely that 1 had not opport unity to go, and further iuch good 
motions in them for their fouls’ hikes. Thus much for Cacongo, and its inhabitants. | 

I m.uft now give feme ihort account of the kingdom of Angola, though l have been 
only perfe&ly acquainted with the provinces of Dante and Bengo. 

Before we proceed, let us flop awhile in the city of Loanda, where l have; been 
three times, once upon bufmefs, and the other two times I lay there a great while Tick. 
To fpeak only of what I know, Loanda is the metropolis, not only of this, but; of all 
other neighbouring kingdoms that' belong to the Portuguofc. Here r elides the; bilhop 
of Congo and Angola, together with a chapter of about eight or nine canons. The 
governor of this city precedes all others in any of the Portuguofc conquefts in Ethiopia. 
Here are three convents of religious perfons, viz. one of Jdiiits, another of bare-foot 
Carmelites, and a third of friars of the third order of St. Francis. As to tilde two lull, 
the Carmelites have a million out of the city in the faid kingdom, where at; prefent lives 
a fecular prieft, through the great fcarcity of regulars. Among the Jefuits fhero was a 
famous miflioner, adorned with many good qualities, and a virtuous life, who travelling- 
about indefatigably into all parts of the kingdom, to throw down and grub up the idols 
and trees that the pagans worfhipped, was thought to have been made away by Ibtue of 
thofe people. Here is likewife a houfe of our order, where our Father fuperior rditles, 
who is thence to fupport the millions by the charity of the good people there. Our 
church here is more than ordinarily frequented on account of its being dedicated to the 
glorious St. Anthony of Lifbon, fo called by the Portuguefe ; as likewjfc that there are 
feveral martyrs bodies kept in it, which have been transported hither front Rome;. It 
is a royal chapel, and has two congregations of the Rofary, allowed by the Dominicans 
who have no abode here. Here three times a week is fung a third part of the Rofary, 
and three times more throughout the year difciplinc is ufed. The brotherhood has 
built a chapel eight fquare, with a large cupola of an extraordinary height j which 
being a thing uncommon here, is extremely admired. Under it there is a vault for 
burial, which is not cuftomary in the other churches. This vault was firll built for the 
body of Father Francis Licodia, a bare-foot friar of the province of Syracufe, who died 
fome time before my arrival here. A great concourfe of people allilted at hit? burial, 
his death having been proclaimed throughout the city by boys. The people’s devotion 
was fo remarkable at his funeral, that though a prodigious whale was caft afhorc at that 
time, yet did it not in the leaft raife their curioftty. The Jefuits, with whom wc enter- 
tain an affedtionate correfpondence, put him under-ground, and Father Ribera of the 
fame convent preached his funeral fermon. This Father was zealous in breeding up 
children in the fear of God ; for he had got a great company of white boys, whom lie 
habited like Capuchins, teaching them the principles of the Chriftian religion a-days, 
which they repeated and fung over a-nights. Of thofe in my time 1 found to the num- 
ber of fixty, though Father Francis was dead. While I was here, this good perfon’s 
body was difeovered bn account of burying our fuperior, Father John da Romano, in 
his vault. His corpfe was entire in the coffin ; on the lid of which his picture was 
painted to the life. When it was opened, fome body out of zeal took out two of his 
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teeth, and the point of his hood. How extremely devout thefe citizens are towards our 
bleffed patron St. Francis, is fitter for another pen to exprefs than mine. 

All I can fay is, that without carrying our wallet at our back, which is not here the 
cultom^we rather abound with neceffaries than want them, in fuch manner, that he that 
has a mind to bellow his charity upon us, mult fend it betimes or he will have it back 
again. Thefe good citizens not only fupport our convent in this city, but likewife feve- 
ral other millions into divers kingdoms, otherwife we could not be able to fublill. 
True it is, we endeavour to make fome return of what is rare in thofe places. 

To give farther inltances of the goodnefs of this people, I will add a word of the 
governor. When we came hither, we found Don John di Sylva in poffelfion of the 
government of this kingdom, who Ihewed fo entire an affection towards us, that what- 
ever memorials and petitions we prefented to him, he forthwith granted and ligned, 
lcarce reading them. It happened that a certain pried: of his own nation coming to aik 
a favour of him on account of a friend, the governor would by no means grant it. 
Whereupon the priell broke out into thefe words : “ You fcarce read the petitions of 

the Capuchins who are llrangers, but bellow favours on them ; and to us your coun- 
trymen you deny all we aik.” To which Sylva replied, “ I do neither open nor read 
the Capuchins petitions, becaufe I am well allured they will aik nothing but what is fit 
for me to grant ; and befides, what they require of me on other people’s accounts, I 
know well, to be done merely out of charity, and without any expectation of a return 
from thofe they oblige.” The fame favour we found with the late bilhop, and the pre- 
fent. And to conclude with this matter, I will here tell you a llory of the aforefaii 
Father Francis : Two fellows going to be hanged, Father Francis moved by mere cha- 
rity, told the governor, that in cafe he would pardon one of them, he would fuffer death 
in his Head. The governor anfwered, that if he would be as good as his word, one of 
them Ihould prefently be unloofed and fent away ; and if he could find another would 
do the like good office for the other, they Ihould both be freed though they were great 
offenders. But though this proffer was made on Father Francis’s fide, none would 
appear on the other ; fo that one mull unavoidably die for want of a friar to releafe 
them. When they came to the place of execution, the governor fent to take the hal- 
ter off from Father Francis’s neck, when he was difpofed to die, and knew nothing of 
any mercy defigned him ; and if Father Leonard de Nardo his companion would have 
done the fame, they had both efcaped, but for want of it one was hanged. 

Let us now come to the cuftoms and manners both of the Portuguefe and llrangers 
that live in this city. They are of three forts : Firft, thofe that come merely on account 
of God’s fervice, and for no worldly interell, though thefe are but few. The fecond 
fort are fuch as come to command or trade there, who are many. The third kind 
are likewife no fmall number, though nothing comparable to the foregoing, and they 
are thofe condemned perfons that are fent hither by courts of jultice, atnongft which 
the fpiritual courts fend feveral defcended from the Jewilh race, which are named by 
the citiz ens New Chriltians ; thefe are kept from coming to the facred funftions for 
feveral reafons, amonglt which one is for a crime frequently praftifed by them, which 
I fhall forbear to name for fear of offending chalte ears. Notwithllanding this, thefe 
people are the greateft frequenters of churches, and give the moll liberally to our con- 
vents and poor. 

The women being bred among Blacks, fuffer themfelves^ to be fo much perverted, 
that they fcarce retain any thing white about them except their Ikins ; but be this fpoken 
with a refervation of the good of that fex, whereof there are fome few. The worfer 
fort take upon them to lord it over their hulbands, infomuch that if they will not five 
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according to their fancies, they do all they can to drive them out of their houfos, or 
elfe humble them fo far, as never to go out nor take their pleafure in their net, and 
under their umbrella, according to cultom. But ftill the worlt is, that while they are 
under this confinement, they choke for want of water, this city having none frdh but 
what comes from an ifland about two days journey diftaut. This makes good the faying 
of the wife man, Melius cjl babitare in deferto , qitarn cum nudicrc rimti ; u It is better 
to live in a defert than with a fcolding wife.” Like wife in eating the wife and the flic 
Black generally ftarve the hulband ; upon which occafion I hear him, methinks, to 
cry out with the poet, 

O conjux, male grata feni, male grata marito, 

Sola tuis, conjux, dedita delieiis. 

Some of thefe women keep their hufbaiul’s clothes from them, out of a pretence that 
they do not belong to them alone, but to their family in general. The law here is that 
what comes by the mother defeends to the daughters, and that becaul'e I he Ions have where- 
withal to maintain them by marriage. When the maids are marriageable, if their mothers 
carry them to church, they are faid to do fo to fell them, and therefore for the moll part they 
keep them elofe. When they are married, they alfo generally keep thcmfolves up for 
one reafon or other, either on account of being big with child, heat, vet- weather, or 
the like. When they come to be old, they do not care for being leen. for fear of dif- 
covering their wrinkles. The better fort go to take the air in their nets, until a carpet 
thrown over them, and attended at lead by twelve perfons : two of thefe carry the 
net, and two more bear umbrellas on each fide, and eight Mocamas (Negro waiting- 
maids), four of which hold each a corner of the carpet, and four walk before to I’pread 
the carpet to kneel on when their miftrefs goes into the church. Whenever there is 
any ftage-play, or tilting, the women, all without exception, go to it even though they 
were lick. On Holy-Thurfday they always walk on foot, and without attendance, which 
they never do at any other time. To obviate fuch diforders. Father Faul da Verofc, 
and our fuperior, obtained of the bilhop that mafs fhould be faid in three diilerent 
churches, viz. in the cathedral, the parilh by the fea-fide, and thirdly in our church, 
two hours before day ; at which great numbers afiifted, which was continued in my 
time. At laft a certain perfon happening to be killed coming out of a iulpicious 
houfe, fome ill people took thence an occafion to get this pious and good cultom 
fupprefled. 

Of the Mulattoes, bom of a White and a Black, whereof there are great numbers 
here, I can never fay enough. They hate the Negroes mortally, nay even their own 
mothers that bore them, and do all they can to equal themfelves with the Whites j 
which is not allowed them, they being not permitted to fit in their prefence. 

The Mulatto women wear no finocks nor petticoats, and have only a piece of cloth 
girt under their arms ; but this is neverthelefs to be meant of fuch as have no known 
fathers. The Mulattoes wear ftockings and breeches, and become commonly either 
priefts or foldiers, above which condition they never rife. It was no fmall trouble to 
me to obferve, that wherever thefe Mulattoes were born, they were prcfently defigned 
for priefts. There are great numbers of them, who not knowing how they came into 
the world, or whether theyjwedefcended from Jews, cannot be expe&ed to be able 
to inftrudt others. Tojpemedy this diforder therefore, the new bilhop brought orders 
from Rome, that none Ihould be difpenfed with as to their irregularity. Of this thefe 
Mulattoes believing us Capuchins to have been authors, by reafon that we had fre- 
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quently preached againft thefe abufes, they bore us a mortal ill-will, neverthelefs it has 
never hitherto been in their power to do us any harm. 

Thofe among thefe people that are foldiers, and travel about the kingdom, exz€t as 
much fervice and refpecl from the Negroes as the Whites, caufing themfelves to be 
carried in nets ; and if it fo happened that the Sova or Mani (governor) be not imme- 
diately ready to provide them, with people for their fervice, or do not treat them as 
they require, they will prefently draw their fwords, and take whatever they can find 
in this governor’s houfe, though they are going, not about their King’s, but their own 
bufinefs. If perchance they have occafion to eat on the road, they take whatever 
eatables they can meet with, without thanking the Negro they have them from ; and 
if he fhould happen to murmur but in the leaft at their injuftice, inftead of making 
him fatisfaftion, they will pay him with baftinadoes and blows. ° 

Others that turn Pomberos (buyers of flaves), and go up and down in the country 
for that purpofe, commit a great many unjuftifiable aftions, amongft: which this one 
feems to me moil unpardonable : they will lie with the Negro-women, and get them 
with child ; and fome years afterwards returning that way, will take thofe very children 
they have fo got from their mothers, under pretence of better educating them in the 
city of Loanda ; but inftead thereof, at a certain age, do fell or barter them away for 
fuch commodities as flaves are wont to be exchanged for, and thereby grow rich by 
trading in their own flelh and blood. A barbarous cuftom in truth, and not fuffered 
amongft Chriftians, efpecially where Chriftianity is in its infancy, as it is in thefe parts. 
This is the reafon likewife why the pagans do not come in falter to be converted, be- 
caufe they obferve how many ill actions the Mulattoes are guilty of, and yet go ua- 
punilhed. 

To prevent in fome meafure this bad cuftom, the governor in my time forbad the 
Mulattoes to trade any more this way, and ordered, that if they had a mind to travel 
any whither, they Ihould pay for the carriage, both of themfelves and their baggage, 
affirming, that if they went on the King’s bufinefs, they would infallibly be paid again ; - 
but if on their own, they ought to reft, fatisfied with the expence. By thefe mea ns 
this mifchief was for a while difcontinued. 

But this abufe would not have been fo much if it had lain only among the Mulattoes; 
the Whites alfo had their fhare in it, and traded like the others in their own flefh. 
This comes to pafs when their black miftrefs brings them forth a child, and being of 
that hue it is naturally a Have, which coming afterwards accidentally to offend, is 
forthwith fold according to cuftom : but the worft is, this is done upon the finalleft 
offence, and without any regard to nature or relation. 

A father had two daughters, the one a widow, the other a marriageable Mulatto ; 
having a mind to marry the latter, he took away the other’s goods, and all fhe had to 
give with-this Mulatto : the widow in my hearing faid, “ I will not difpleafe my father, 
let him do what he pleafes, I will never oppofe him ; but when he dies I will fell 
his daughter, becaufe fhe is born of my flave, and thus without trouble or conteft will 
recover what is taken from me,” giving her father to underftand as much in a civil way. 
In fhort, unlefs the father declare one of thefe to be his lawful fon. or daughter, they 
are ever looked upon as flaves. 

As to the Negroes which inhabit this city and kingdom, except fome few that are 
free as being natives, they-are all flaves to the Whites : fome are fent to the Arimi 
(farms) about one or two days journey off from the city, as to Bengo and Dante, 
which are well watered with rivers, when the other provinces are almoft parched up 
for want of rain, and confequently not fit for tillage. The way of manuring the ground 
here is this : they call up the earth with fpades into a ridge, leaving thereby a furrow 
von. xvr. Q Q on 
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on' either fide, into which, when the rivers are well filled by rain from the mountains, 
they cut their banks and let in the water : after it has remained there fome time, and 
the earth is pretty well moiftened, they let it out again into their canals, and clofe up 
their banks. When this is done, after a little while the earth becomes proper for their 
feed, which, when fown, after three months time is fit to be reaped. Others of thefe 
Haves are fent to filhing, whereby their mafter maintains his family, and lolls what he 
has more than fufficient for that purpofe. It is not to be imagined what a great quantity 
of filh they have in thefe feas, and how cheap they arc to be bought. A great Pro- 
vidence truly ! for otherwife it would be almoft impoffible to fubfilt here, elpecially in 
> this city. I muft confefs in all my travels 1 never met with the like, though I have 
read in Peter Cobero’s voyages, written in Spanilh, that he had been in a country 
bordering upon a river wherein there were fuch great abundance of filh, that the in- 
habitants dried and made bread of them, bones and all. Upon thefe filh the Blacks 
generally live altogether, whereof the Whites eat fometimes, efpecially a-nights, affirm- 
ing they are much eafier to be digefted than flelh. Although thefe filh have not that 
pleafant tafte which ours in Italy have, yet are they ncverthelefs well enough liked by 
the inhabitants for want of knowing better. 

Thefe Haves are likewife employed in building, which is commonly very flow. 
Whenever any of their mailers have a child born, a houfe is begun, and goes on no faftcr 
than that child grows. I fpeak this of thofe Whites that are able to build a houfe for 
every child they have. The plaifter here is made of fca-lhells, whereof there arc great 
quantities on thefe ihores. They have furnaces of much the fame make with ours, 
wherein they bilm the faid lhells, which make as white and good lime as ours. 

Many of thefe Haves do the office of barbers, wherein they are more export than 
the Whites, and that not only in the ufe of the feiffars and razor, but likewife in that 
of the lancet to open a vein. In Ihort, fome follow one trade, and fome another ; and 
when they have no bufinefsto do for their mafters, they are hired out at fo much a week 
or month, the profit whereof goes to their mafters ; fo that he that has mo ft Haves here 
is always accounted the richeft man. ' 

The current coins here are the Maccutas, being certain pieces of ftraw-cloih of about 
the largenefs of a Iheet of pafte-board each, and which are equivalent to our brals 
money in Europe. Thofe that correfpond to our filver arc the Intagas, being pieces of 
thick cotton-cloth, and of about the bignefs ol two large handkerchiefs, and worth 
about eightCen-pence of our money. They have another fort of money, called Folingas, 
of cotton likewife, but of a finer fort, and like that which feamen ufe to tie about tlieir 
waifts : thefe are worth three lhillings and fixpence each. Thofe coins that are of 
greater value, and anfwer to our gold, are the Birami, made of fine linen, whereof 
each parcel goes for feven lhillings and fixpence or eight lhillings. No brals, filver or 
gold coins, are made ufe of either by foreign merchants or others in thefe countries. 

From the great variety of Haves of different nations in thefe countries muft needs 
proceed the like variety and difference in humours and cuftoms ; and, although they 
are all Chriftians, yet I obferved that the law of God was. not fo religioufly obferved 
among!! them as it ought to be j for that they feemed to me to perform the duties of 
their religion more out of fear of their mafters that had inftru&ed them, than out of 
any. vai . ue they had for divine worfhip. The fhe-flaves are commonly guilty of a limit, 
which is partly occafioned by the white women, who, not. caring to be deprived of 
their Moccamas, will not fuffer them to marry, and therefore they Iteal from their 
miitreffes to maintain men to fatisfy their brutal appetites. If they happen to become 
with child, no fhame is imputed’"" either to them or their miftrelfes. For our parts, 
we do all we can to prevent it, and fome ladies fay upon this occafion, that they cannot 
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be always a looking after their fhe-blacks ; and if any of them chanced to be now and 
then with child, they conceived it no great matter of harm : neverthelefs we often have 
them chaltifed both in public and private for thefe and the like faults, and afterwards 
force them to marry the perfon that had debauched them. But O what pains do we 
take to bring them to it, and how many ridiculous arguments and reafons do they bring 
to excule themfelves from this duty and reftr ain t ! 

There are thofe among thefe Haves that, after they are thus married, will exchange 
their wives with each other for a certain time, alledging, in cafe of reproof, that- they 
are not able to eat always of the fame difh. Thofe of the women likewife, rha» live 
out in the country in their mafter’s farms, will hire each of them a man, upon condi- 
tion that he fhall not leave them till they have a child by him, though they are to main- 
tain him all the while he is with them. It is mighty ridiculous to obferve that- the wo- 
men here, contrary to the cuftom of other nations, buy and fell, and do all other things 
which the men ought to do, whilfl their hufbands ftay at home and fpin or weave cot- 
ton, or bufy themfelves in fuch other effeminate actions. Thefe women alfo are fo jea- 
lous of their hufbands, that if they fee them but fpeak to any other women they are 
prefently in a flame, and make the place ring where they fo difcover them. The 
bifhop ordered, that all mafters of Blacks fhould oblige them to perform the Eafter- 
duty under pain of forfeiting a certain quantity of wax for every one, obliging them to 
bring the certificate of their receiving and confeffing to their mafters, and then all to- 
gether to the curate. Thefe, becaufe they are often involved in the immediate occafioa 
°f make ufe of a crafty deceit to extort abfolution from their Father-confeffor : 
which is, that the firft day of Lent the men part from the women, leading a chafle life 
for the prefent, and then appearing before the prieft, tell him they have left off their 
lewd courfes, and promife never to return to them. A week or a for tnig ht after Eafter 
they go about till they are provided with one to fatisfy their lull all the year, without 
having any more to do with thofe they forfook before confeffion. , 

Let us come now to the death and burial of thefe people, who being of fo many 
different nations, and the remains of the pagans, differ likewife in their rites and cere- 
monies. As to the manner of their deaths, that may be gueffed at by their, lives, ac- 
cording to the proverb, Qualis vita, jinis ita. As for what relates to their burials, I 
have been an eye-witnefs, that in the kingdoms of Cacongo and Angoij they do not 
bury any of their relations, till all the reft of the kindred be gathered together, though 
that be fometimes many days in accomplifhing : being once met, they begin the cere- 
mony with feveral fuperftitious actions, as killing of hens, with the blood of which 
they befprinkle the houfe of the deceafed both within and without, and afterwards 
throw the carcafes of the faid fowl upon the top of the houfe, affirming, that thereby 
they prevent the foul of the dead perfon from coming to give the Zumbi to any of the 
future inhabitants. The word Zumbi, in the language of the country, fignifies an 
apparition of the deceafed perfon, they being of opinion, that to whomfoever it fhall 
appear, that perfon will prefently die. This perfuafion has been fo deeply rooted in 
the minds of thefe poor ignorant people, that the imagination alone oftentimes brings 
them to their ends. We have feen feveral accidents of this kind, infomuch that a per- 
fon that was before very well in health, fhall of a fudden die miferably through the 
impreflion of thefe vain delufions. Thofe that furvive affirm, that the dead perfon had 
fummoned him that died, efpecially where there had been any difference betwixt them 
whilft both were living. 

The ceremony of the hens being ended, they proceed to lamenting over the dead 
perfon ; ,and if it fo happens, that any amongft them be not able to weep naturally, 
they have recourfe to art by holding Siliquaftro, or Indian pepper to their nofes, which 
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caufes the tears to flow plentifully, which, without weeping, they fuller to trickle down 
their cheeks as fail as they pleafe. When they have howled and wept for fome time, 
they all of a fudden pafs from forrow to mirth, feailing heartily at the expencc of the 
perfon that is neareft akin to the deccafed', who all that while lies unburied in the 
houfe. When they have fully fatisiicd their ungodly guts, they foon forget their do- 
ceafed friend, and never think of him more : then the drum beats, and they go from 
the table to dancing, and fo the ball begins : when one company is weary, another be- 
gins, and not only the kindred, but likewife any others are admitted to dance. After 
they have done dancing, they retire into appointed places, where, being locked up to- 
gether in the dark, they pradtife all manner of abominable pleafures, alledging, that 
at fuch a time it is lawful for them to intermix with each other at liberty. This found 
of the drum feems to be the devil’s fummons to alii ft at thefe execrable ceremonies, 
and which thefe people run to with a more than ordinary inclination. It is aimed, 
impoffible for the mothers to hinder their daughters, and lei's pofliblc for maHons to 
prevent their Haves, who will break down walls, or force iron-bars to come at thorn. 
As foon as this is clone, they apply thcmfelves to fuperllitious and idolatrous practices, 
and fo from one to the other for fome time. When any m after of a family dies, his 
principal wife expofes herfelf to all that have a mind to enjoy her j on this condition 
neyerthelefs, that none offer to fpeak the leak word in her chamber. 

That thefe abominations are pra&ifed among pagans is not to be wondered at j but 
would to God that thefe Tumbi (funeral ceremonies) were not ufod among fome de- 
praved Chriftians, not only in the kingdom of Angola, but even in Luanda itfelf. At 
the time of my redding here I was told, that not far out of this city fuch enormities 
were committed. Our fuperior, accompanied with one only companion and fome trufly 
perfons, immediately ran to prevent them ; but being by night (the properoft time for 
thefe hellilh pra&ices) he met with the guards, who, well knowing that it was not our 
cuftom to go out of the city at that time, unlefs upon account of doing Ciod foine for- 
vice, prefently offered themfelves to accompany them, which, being refilled by our fu- 
perior, they perlifted in their refolutions, alledging that otherwifo foine hurt might hap- 
pen to him, and therefore they went along with him. Being arrived at the place where 
thefe' ceremonies were performing, thefoldiers, to the end they might the better take the 
offenders, ranged themfelves about the walls, which confifting only of mud and Hakes, 
they eafdy broke down, hooping and hollowing like mad while they were doing it. The 
wicked wretches, that were not few in number, perceiving their walls broke down, and 
their houfe furrounded, immediately betook themfelves to flight, leaving only (he wife 
of the deceafed behind, who, being obliged by her infernal prieff not to Hir nor fpeak 
was eafily taken, and by the governor afterwards, who very well know what flu- and h,-,’ 
company had been doing, ordered to be publicly whipped through the city. 

In Maffangano, a garrifon of this kingdom, fo many ftones were hurled at a com- 
panion of mine for endeavouring to oppofe thefe people in their wicked ceremonies 
that he very narrowly efcaped having his brains beat out by them. 5 

When a$y great lord, or confulerable perfon dies, the pagans are accuftomod to 
fpread the way where the corpfe paffes with leaves and branches. He muff likewife be 
carried, in a ftraight line to his grave ; and therefore if any houfe or wall happened to 
hinder his paffage, it is immediately pulled down. To fhew themfelves kind to the 
dead, they are commonly very cruel to the living, {hutting up both together in a tomb 
with meat and drink, to the end (fay they) that the dead lord may want for nothing 
in his grave : m this they imitate the tyrant Mezentius King of the Tyrrhenians who in 
Virgil is faid to join dead and living people together, till the ftench has brought them 
to one condition. 6 
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The Giaghi offer up human, facrifices to the dead, as they do iikewife oftentimes to 
the living, when they can fuppofe the perfon they intend to honour to have occafion for 
afliftance either in war, or any other urgency. 

One of our fathers having underftood that within a certain fepulchre of a great perfon 
among thefe pagans, there were two people immured alive, went thither in great hafte 
to free them from their infernal and noifome dungeon, but found to his great grief that 
they had fome time before perifoed. But the wickednefs of thefe people fometimes 
goes further ; for at the death of any of their friends they have been accuftomed to 
kill one of their flaves, to the end that he may go and ferve them in the other world : 
to this fin they will moreover add a lie ; for when we accufe them and get them corrected 
for fo doing, they will excufe themfelves and pretend innocence, affirming they know 
nothing of the matter, even though we had never fo plain proof of it. An inftance of 
this follows : — One of our order having been advifed that a poor Negro was juft 
going to be facrificed as a victim to his dead mafler, this father immediately ran to 
the wife of the deceafed perfon to prevent it, who perceiving her villany was dis- 
covered, though ffie at firft denied it, yet afterwards confeffed it, and gave orders to 
have 'thofe inhuman proceedings ftopt. In my time alfo there were feveral of thefe 
wicked aftions done, but the perfons concerned in them always found fo many fliiits 
and fubtle evafions to conceal their offences, that we could never proceed methodically 
againft them in order to bring them to p uni foment. Now if thefe things are pra&ifed 
among Chriftians, how can we expect they foould be omitted among thofe Negroes 
that have fcarce heard of the name of Chriftianity. 

The burial-places among the Pagans are for the moft part in the fields, with fome- 
thing or other placed over them, according to the quality of the perfon that is buried: 
fome have a long and ftraight horn of I know not what beaft fixed over them ; others 
have a large heap of earth raffed upon them ; fome have an earthen platter or pipkin, 
or any other veffel made of earth, fet over them ; others make harbours over their 
graves, with a thoufand fuperftitious interlacings and interweavings that are performed 
by their wizards : they do not make ufe of a coffin, cheft, or any other wooden thing 
to put the corpfe in, but wrap it up in good cotton, linen fewed clofe together, and 
adorned without-fide with feveral fuperftitious fooleries, being at an expence fuitable 
to the quality of the perfon deceafed. As for the poorer fort, they make ufe only of a 
fort of itraw-mats, after the mode of the country, to wrap their dead bodies in. 

Within the dominions of Sogno every city and province has a certain peculiar place 
with a crofs in the middle, where thofe that have not fatisfied the Eafter-command, or 
that die before they are confeffed, are buried by themfelves, without the miffioners 
concerning themfelves therein. But as for thofe who have received all the lacraments 
before their deaths, and have been found to have religioufly obferved the laft Lent, 
they are allowed Chriftian burial, without its being any manner of charge to them. 
Alfo during their ficknefs, and after they are confeffed, we frequently ramifli them 
with refrefhments out of charity, fuch as confections of tamarinds, a fruit of the 
country, and the like, both cooling and cordial juleps. Befides this, we mve feveral 
flaves belonging to our church which are Ikilled in phlebotomy, furgery , phyfic, and 
what not, who all do what lies in their power to recover thefe people when ficfc, or 
out of order : this we take care is done for them gratis, to the end they may have no 
occafion to run to the wizards for help. For thofe that are poor and old, fatherlefs, 
lame, blind, or the like, there is an hofpital built near to our convent, where both 
their fpiritual and temporal wants are fupplied by us as often as there is found occafion, 
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or that' it confifts with our abilities. This is a charity which has not a little promoted 
the increafe of Chriftianity in thefe parts. 

Let us conclude fpeaking any farther of the Tambi, or funeral rites among the 
pagans, with a paffage that happened fome years fince in Benin, a kingdom lying on 
the back coafts of Africa, and towards Guinea, being very near the equinoctial line. 
Father Francis da Romano, fuperior in the kingdom of Ouueri, and Father Philip da 
Figuar, being both here on a million, they endeavoured to diflurb a certain abomina- 
ble facrifice accuftomed to be performed every year to the devil, for the benefit, as 
they alledged, of their dead anceftors. This facrifice fometimes confided of above 
three hundred men, but at prefent there were only five to die, yet thole all of the 
better fort. Thefe milfioners, under the conduct of a certain Negro their friend, came 
to the third inclofure capable of holding many hundreds of people : here perceiving a 
great multitude gathered together dancing and fmging to divers inllrunients of their 
mulic, they clapped themfelves down in a private place, the better to obfervewhat they 
were going to do. This place happened to be that where they kept the knives delignod 
to perform fo inhuman an addon. Not being able to conceal themfelves long, they 
were quickly difeovered by tliefc wicked wretches, who, coming towards them leaping 
with great indignation, they foon drove the poor fathers out of the place they had fo 
taken poffeflion of. Father Francis hereupon was fo little difmayed, that aowding 
boldly through the thickeft of the Negroes, he was not afraid to reproach their King 
of unheard-of cruelty : fome courtiers hearing this, immediately Hew upon him, and 
beating and ufmg him very unmercifully, tore hint out of the crowd ; when doling 
up their ranks again, they performed their inhuman lacrilice. Afterwards they gave 
their fathers to underftand, that it was their King’s ploafure that they fhould forthwith 
depart his kingdom. Which command they being not very ready to comply with, 
the next morning they fet upon them again, with intention to have killed them ; which 
they neverthelefs did not do, by reafon they were informed by two of the courtiers 
there prefent, that the King would have them brought alive before him. Going there- 
fore courageoufly to the palace, they were not with handing admitted to no other 
audience but ftripes and reproaches in great plenty ; and afterwards told, in reviling 
terms, that it was the .King’s exprefs order that they fhould forthwith be gone out of 
his dominions. Notvvithftanding which, great numbers of thefe infolent Negroes flew 
upon them like fo many hornets, and hurried them away to a noifome prifon. Here 
they remained no lefs than three months, being buftetted, fcofled, and fanned at all 
the while. At laft, not contented with this ill ufage, they fold them for Haves to the 
Hollanders ; who, taking more pity upon them than thefe infidels had done, let them 
alhore not long afterwards, fafe and found, in the Prince’s Ifland. Hence they writ 
to the facred college to inform them of what had happened to them ; but were 
anfwered, that the church had already martyrs enough, and but two milfioners in that 
kingdom, and therefore they fhould not for the future expofe themfelves fo much in 
its fervice, but proceed warily among thofe new converts. 

Another, perfection was undergone with cheerful countenances, and undiflurbed 
fouls, by two other friars in the ifland of St. Thomas, in their journey to the kingdom 
of Ouueri, contiguous with that of Benin, in both of which there were new millions 
eftablilhed, and. the Father-fuperior, at that time Father Francis da Monteloone, lived 
in the aforofaid ifland. Thevice-fuperior, Father Angelo Maria d’Aiaccio, of the pro- 
vince of Corfica, together with Father Bonaventura da Firenze, having but juft fet 
footing . m the kingdom of Ouueri, they were very courteoufly received by that King. 
This prince was better bred than ordinary, having been brought up amongft the Por- 
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tuguefe, whofe language he was an abfolute mafter of, and could befides write and 
read, a qualification unufual among thefe Ethiopian princes. Almoft at the firft fight 
of the King, the vice-fuperior broke out into thefe words : “ If Your Majefty does 
defire to have me to continue within your dominions, you mufl lay your injunctions 
on your fubje&s, that they embrace the holy ftate of matrimony, according to our 
rites and ceremonies ; and moreover, that whereas now the young men and women 
go naked till they are marriageable, I defire Your Majefty to command that they may 
all go covered.” To which the King anfwered, that as to what related to his fubjefls, 
he would take care they ihould comply with his requeft ; but as for himfelf, he could 
never confent to do it, unlefs he were married to a White, as fome of his predeceffors 
had been. But what White would care to marry with a Black, even chough he were 
a crowned head, efpecially among the Portuguefe, who naturally defpife them ? Never- 
thelefs the pious Father, trading in God’s providence to promote his own glory, gave 
no repulfe to the obftinate monarch, but feemed to approve of all he faid. To bring 
this good work to effect, he immediately departed, taking his way towards the ifland of 
St. Thomas, fituate under the equinoftial line, and reckoned one of the nine countries 
conquered by the Portuguefe in Africa. There he made it his bufinefs to enquire after 
a White woman that would marry a Black that was a crowned head. Whereupon he 
was informed that there was one in that ifland, though of mean condition, whofe 
poverty and meannefs were neverthelefs ennobled by a virtuous education, and a comely 
perfonage. Notwithftanding he was told that this woman was proper for the purpofe, 
yet had he not the courage to fpeak to her uncle about her, under whofe care and pro- 
teftion file tvas ; but contriving how to bring about his defign, with a lively faith in 
God, one day while he was faying mafs, he turned himfelf about to the aforefaid per- 
fon, conjuring him, in the prefence of all the people, in the name and for the fervice 
of the moft high God, not to deny him one requeft, which was, that he would let his 
niece marry the King of Ouueri, which would greatly contribute to, if not totally 
effed, the converfion of that kingdom. At the hearing of this, the good man being 
wrought upon by the pious miffipner’s reafons, could not prevent weeping, and bowing 
down his head, as a token of his confent. 

The young lady, not long afterwards, having firft taken leave of her relations, fet 
out with fome few Portuguefe, and the miffioner, for the aforefaid kingdom. 

Being juft entered the confines, fhe was joyfully and univerfally faluted by the people 
for their Queen, having triumphal arches raifed to her, and feveral other demonftra- 
tions of joy paid her by the inhabitants. 

Being arrived at the King’s palace, Ihe was received by that monarch like another 
Rachel by Jacob, Either by Ahalhuerus, or Artemifia by Maufolus ; and afterwards 
married by him, after the Chriftian manner, thereby giving a good example to his 
fubjeds, who foon forfook their former licentious principles, and Submitted to be re- 
(trained by the rules of the gofpel, that is, were all married according to the ntes and 

ceremonies of. the church. . r , . 

After four years million into thefe parts, the aforefaid two Fathers tranlported them- 
felves into the ifland of St. Thomas, partly to proceed further in the duties of their 
office, and partly to oblige the King, who commanded it. This good intention of 
theirs, it feems, the devil envied, for he raifed up a certain ecclefiaftical perfon therq 
againft them, who extremely envied our two miffioners. This perfon had been accuf- 
tomed, before their arrival, to go every fix months to the kingdom of Ouuen to 
baptize that people, which brought him in the profit of a (lave a month, and another 
from the King, in confideration of his charge and trouble ; but now findmg lumieft 
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deprived of this gain for four years, he, together with others not well affo&ed to 
religion, raifed the crueleft perfecution againft thefe poor Fathers that could pollibly 
hare been thought on. He accufed them to the governor of the illand lor enemies to 
the crown of Portugal, and that they travelled about thofe countries with la lie pa libs; 
and moreover, that to liis knowledge, and in his hearing, they had debauched the 
minds of the King and Queen of Ouueri, and bel'ides held corrcfpomlcnce with the 
enemies of the Portuguefe dominions. All this the governor heard patiently, yet did 
not immediately refolve to have thofe innocent Fathers feized ; whereupon one of thofe 
that had accompanied the Queen to Ouueri, faid to him, “ Take care, my lord, of 
what you do, left, apprehending thefe apoltolical miffioners, you create a dilU rente 
between the crown of Portugal and the fee of Rome. We arc much obliged to thefe 
holy men for railing our country-woman to a crown.” The governor would not med- 
dle with thefe holy men, but ordered them to be font to Luanda, where there wore 
likewife great complaints made againft them by the aforefaid prieft and his adherents. 

Hence they were fent to the tribunal at Lilbon, where, being declared innocent, in 
that they had fufficient authority from the crown for what they had aded, their aecufers 
were cited to appear to make good, if they could, their allegations ; which not, being 
able to do, the chief calumniator, the eccleliaftic, lied to Brazil, and the others to 
other places for protection. 

Father Bonaventura da Firenze, on account of bis great indifpofitions, returned to 
Italy ; but Father Angelo Maria directed his courfe anew towards the illand of St. 
Thomas, where, having performed the part of a good miffionary, and a good Chrillian, 
teaching by his exemplary life what his tongue omitted, he returned after fume time to 
Lifbon, and died there. Until our coming into this part of Ethiopia, thefe kingdoms 
had not feen the face of any other milfioncr ; and every time any fhip came to anchor 
in their harbours, the natives would alk the feamen if they had any Capuchin on 
board. And if they were anfwered that they had not, then would they fly into a 
paffion, and cry out, “ Muft we then always lead our lives thus like beafts, and never 
have any priefts come to teach us better ?” 

Whilft I was at Loanda, they writ to our fuperior, Father John da Romano, to fend 
them fome fpiritual labourer. He fent their letter to thefacred college, who writ hack, 
that for the prefent Father Monteleone ffiould go to the illand of St. Thomas, and 
build a convent there, to the end that whenever any miffioners came thither, they 
might the eafier transport themfelves into thefe kingdoms. If there wore miffioners 
fufficient fent, efpecially from the facred college, and the apoftolic fee, I dare be pofi- 
tive they would find the converfion of this part of Ethiopia eafy enough, the people 
thereof confeffing already, that they believe the fucceffor of St. Peter to be a molt holy 
petfon, and one that cannot err ; and confequently thofe that arc font by him are like 
him, and therefore they have no fufpicion of the Italians, which would not be in 
refpe£t of other nations, in regard to their political ftate. This happinel's, peculiar to 
our nation, gives us authority to go in our habits into their innermolt recedes, which 
priefts of other countries would not be permitted to do. Nevcrtheleis the devil, the 
author of all ill, does oftentimes work fo by his minifters, that lie gives us fome dif- 
turbance, which, notwithftanding, fignifies little or nothing, great numbers having 
been in few years converted here. If I fhould fay myfelf, that I have done that good 
office for thoufands and thoufands, I am fure I fhould not lie; for I can l>e pofitive, 
that of men, women, and children, I have baptized no lefs than thirteen thoulimd, 
and caufed very many to marry. The lhort time I did this in, will be the Ids won- 
dered at, if the great numbers of people here be confidered ; and that, as I have faid 
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before in another place, one of our order alone baptized upwards of fifty thonfand, 
Alfo, Father Jerom da Montefarchio, of our province of Naples, (wbofe painful travels 
and good qualities have already been made known to the world by another hand,) told 
me himfelf, before his death, that within the fpace of twenty years continuance in thefe 
parts, he baptized above one hundred thoufand perfons, and amongft the reft, the 
King, or rather Duke of Congobella, tributary to the King of Micocco, together with 
his nephew, and feveral other perfons of quality. 

That thefe fort of people have been given to idolatry, and the eating of man’s fiefli, 

I cannot deny ; but then I mult affirm, that they readily embrace Chriftianity, and 
reap the fruit of it, as may appear by what happened to me. Our interpreter had a 
certain black flave, a very ftrong fellow, but blind and obftinate to the good advice 
was given him by his matter to abjure paganifm, and embrace the Chriftian faith. His 
anfwer, in defence of his principles, was, That the elephant never eats fa.lt, (fo they 
call baptizm in their language,) and yet he became fat and large, and lived a long 
while. It feems the holy baptifm, in their dialed, is called Minemungh, which is as 
much as to fay, to feafon the bleffed fait. If any one fhould afk, if fuch a one were 
a Chriftian or a Pagan ; if a Chriftian, they would anfwer. He is a Chriftian, for 
he has tatted of the fait that has been bleffed by the prieft. You mutt obferve, that if 
any of thefe had been baptized with water alone, he would not have been very well 
fatisfied. Now this flave fpoken of before, happening to be grievoufly fick, I went to 
vifit him, and ufing a great many fpiritual arguments to him, found it not difficult to 
convert him. He yielded to my propofals, and was baptized, to the great fatisfa&ion 
of his mafter, as well as himfelf, and afterwards married to a Chriftian woman there 
prefent. The third day after, he died, changing his flavery in this life for a glorious 
liberty in the other. 

To fay that the Negroes, and efpecially Giaghi,are always obftinate and perverfe, 
' and man-eaters, is not to be made an objection againft them, becaufe our Saviour fays, 
« Thofe that are well do not ftand in need of a phyfician and the worfe the diftem- 
per, the more need of cure. This will appear by the only inftance of the converfion 
of the Queen of Singa: this Queen, with the greateft part of her people, was con- 
verted by the great pains of Father Anthony Laudati da Gaeta of our order \ the man- 
ner whereof was told me by a Portuguefe captain that was prefent when it was done. 
He faid, the Queen and the aforefaid Father Anthony were Handing together dif- 
courfing, when all of a fudden the friar thus befpoke the Queen : “ Madam, when I 
behold fo many large and fruitful valleys, enriched and adorned with fo many cryftal 
ftr earns, and defended from the injuries of weather by fuch high and pleafant hills, all 
under Your Maiefty’s command, I cannot forbear being fo bold, as to aik you who 
was the author of all thefe ? Who fecundated the ground, and afterwards ripens the 
fruit To which the Queen, without the leaft hefitation, readily anfwered, My 
anceftors.” “ Then,” replied the Capuchin, “ does Your Majefty enjoy the whole 
power of your anceftors ?” « Yes,” anfwered fhe, “ and much more, for over and 

above what they had, I am abfolute miftrefs of the kingdom of Matamba. The pious 
friar hearing this, ftooped to reach a flender ftraw that lay upon the ground, and having 
taken it up, cried to the Queen, « Madam, pray do me the favour to caufe this to 
hane without holding in the air.” The Queen turned away her face, and looked fcom- 
full? at a requeft fo infignificant and inconfiderable. The friar reinforced his petition, 
earneftly enfreating Her Majefty to comply with his defires j whereupon proffenng to 
put it into her hand, fhe let it fall. Father Anthony ftooped again to ake Jt up, but 
ihe Queen being the more nimble of the two, got hold of it before him : Therea, 
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fon,” quoth the friar, “ why the ftraw fell was, becaufe Your Majcfty did not com 
mand it not to fall ; but now be pleafed to order it to hang of itfelf, without help, in 
the air.” She did fo, but it would not obey. Whereupon the zealous friar broke out 
into the following exprelfions : “ Beit known to Your Majelly, O Queen, that your 
anceftors have no otherwife been authors of thefe fair fields and fprings, than you are 
of the fupport of this ftraw 5 but that the great Creator of heaven and earth, Chrift 
Jefus, the only Son of God, and the fecond Pcrfon of the Trinity, whofe image you 
have here upon this crucifix, made thofe and all things elfe, that is, was the firft caufe 
of all.” Then the Queen humbled herfelf, and bowing her royal head, fubmitted to 
own the truth, embracing the holy faith, wherein file not long after died j and which 
fhe had before received in her younger days, but apoftatizeri from it. 

The Ethiopians are not fo dull and ftupid as is commonly imagined, but rather more 
fubtle and cunning than ordinary, as may appear by what happened to a certain French 
fea-captain at Mina, on the coaft of Africa, which he told me himfelf, and was confirmed 
to me by a Portugueie of the ifland of St. Thomas, who was an eye-witnels of it. This 
captain failing along the coafts where the mines are, and thinking to exchange his mer- 
chandize for gold, was unfortunately made a prize by a Hollander, who fuzing his flap, 
and putting the featnen in irons, carried their captain, under a ftrong guard, afhore 
before the governor, who for a welcome ordered him to a clofe prifon, loaded with 
irons, and to be looked after by about thirty ftrong Blacks, where he expected nothing 
but death. The chief of thefe Negroes perceiving the prifoner to bear fo manfully 
what was fo wrongfully offered him, by an earneft and ftedfaft look on him, dil’covercd 
both his pity and concern for fo great injuftice done him. At laft, being encouraged 
by the gravity and niodefty of his countenance, which promifed a great deal of pru- 
dence and diferetion, he approached him, and laid to him, “ Since you have done no- 
body any harm, and your enemies have behaved themlelves immoderately rigorous to- 
1 wards you, not only in imprifening, but likewife in depriving you of your goods and 
life, I offer myfelf, led thereunto by a principle of abhorrence of fuch actions, to free 
you.” The captain taking heart at this proffer of the Negro’s, anfwered him ; “ If 
thou haft courage fufficient to deliver me from death, and condud me in fafety to my 
fhip, I will in recompence reward thee with whatever thou can it afk. But how,” con- 
tinued he, “ is it poffible for me to have fo good fortune, when there are fo many ap- 
pointed to look after me ?” “ Leave that to me,” replied the Ethiopian, “ tor 1 do 
not doubt but I ihall be able, by the help of fix of my companions whom t have already 
engaged, to carry you off fafe to your fhip. The way I have propofed to do it is, by 
making the reft of my companions dead drunk with good wine, which will give us that 
are your friends a liberty to ad as we pleafe.” He was not long afterwards as good as 
his word, and the fuccefs of his endeavours anfwered his expectation. The captain, 
looked upon his deliverer to be rather an angel fent from heaven to has afliftancc, than 
a black Ethiopian. As foon as they were got out of the prifon, they made all the hafte' 
they could, directing their fteps all that night through thick woods and unfrequented 
paths, till at length th^y got fafe to the port. The Negro went aboard the fhip, where 
he acquainted the Dutch guard, that the governor had let at liberty both the captain 
and his crew, and, therefore, advifed them to free their prifoners from their fetters, and 
fet them at liberty. The Hollanders immediately obeyed this order, giving credit to 
what word the Negro had brought them, he having been always looked upon for an 
honeft fellow ; and, receiving a fmall reward, departed. 

The captain feeing himfelf mafter of his fhip, returned his unfeigned thanks to hea* 
ven for his prefexvation, and then fetting open all his chefts, offered his preferver what 
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recompence he would have : all which the Negro refufed, alledging that what fervice 
he had done him, was wholly on account of his being a man of honour, and in com- 
imfeiation of his condition, and not out of any intereft or advantage which he propofed 
to himfelf thereby and further, that if he pleafed to accept of his and his companions 
fervice, they would follow him wherefoever he went. ec If that be your intention,” 
replied the obliged Frenchman, <c let us fet fail and be gone, and I fhall always endea- 
vour to proportion my gratitude and acknowledgments to your merits.” This faid, the 
feamen did not weigh their anchors, but cut their cables, and, hoifting fail at the fame 
time, to avoid falling afrelh into the Hollanders’ hands, flood their courfe dire&ly for 
France. The great civilities fhewed both to this Negro and his companions throughout 
the whole voyage, are not to be expreffed : the feamen would often compliment fhf»m > 
and efpecially their chief, calling him their deliverer. When they came to land, the 
captain’s relations and friends ftrove which fhould oblige thefe Blacks moft. When 
they had been about three months afhore, the Negroes advifed the captain to freight his 
fhip anew with fome rich merchandize and curiofities, and to fail towards a place called 
Chinea, where they could conduft him to a port not fubject to the Hollanders, and 
known to them, where he might gain what profit he pleafed without any danger. Who 
now could have miftrufted the prefervers of their lives ? The captain therefore con- 
fidering of the propofal, and knowing it to be as they had told him, the place they 
named being below the mines, freighted his fhip accordingly, and fet fail again towards 
the eaftem coafts of Africa. Coming to an anchor in the ifland of St. Thomas to take 
in frefh provifions, where the wind and current are always fair for Chinea or Mina, he 
made what hafte he could to put again to fea : at his firft coming out, he had a very 
gentle gale, but flood ready againft the trade or fettled wind came up, which the Portu- 
guefe call Viracao, which there rifes and falls every fix hours with the tide. Then 
fpreading their fails, the mariners, except the pilot, fleerfman, and another perfon, toge- 
ther with the fubtle Negroes, who watched for fome ill purpofe, fell afleep. One of 
thefe Negroes fet himfelf to cutting of wood, to the end that with the noife of the ax 
he might drown what the others intended to do. The others knocked out the brains of 
four of the feamen, together with the pilot, and their defigns were to have murdered 
all $ but as Providence would have it, the captain hearing of what had happened by 
means of a little boy, fnatching up a cutlafs and two brace of piflols, and finding the 
door bolted without, hewas forced to get out at a port-hole : when he came upon deck, 
and faw fome of his men lying dead, and others defending themfelves, he called out to 
wake the reft Of the feamen, and then falling on, foon. difpatched four of the Negroes, 
amongft whom was their chief, whofe head was inftantly cut off, and his body fent to 
feed the fharks. The three that remained, having firft confeffed, that their plot was to 
have murdered all the Ihip’s crew, and'cifterwards to have run away to their own country 
with the veffel, boafting what a trick they had put upon the Chriftians of Europe, paid 
the merit of their folly, for they were immediately hanged up at the yard-arm. This 
happening in fight of the ifland of St. Thomas, the people from the Ihore fired upon the 
fhip to know the occafion of it ; but the captain hanging out a white flag, fent his boat 
alhore to acquaint them how he had been ufed by the Negroes, which extremely fur- 
prifed both the iflanders and fome others, that heard it ; but they more efpecially won- 
dered how thofe fubtle Blacks could harbour fo ill a defign fo long. . The captain fur- 
ther told me, that after this he would needs go to Sogno to fee the river Zaire, and try 
if he could thereby get into the kingdom of the Abyffinians belonging to jPrefter-John' 
He was informed that that river, by reafon of the great number of iflands in it, and the 
feveral canals and rivers that run into it, was not at all fafe for great (hips to fail in : he 
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neverthfelefs was refolved to venture to fatisfy himfelf in what he had propofcd. Being 
obliged to pafs by tile kingdom of Angoij, which lay on the other fide of the river, the 
inhabitants thereof, perceiving a {hip coining along with fuch people on board as they 
had never feen or heard of before, lent out a canoe to them to tell them they mull come 
and anchor in Capinda, a port of the faid kingdom. And likcwile having further nn- 
derftood, that they were going to make difeoveries up the river, they let them know, 
that if they would comply with their requeft, and come to harbour in their port, they 
{hould thence be conduced in their diicovery, and buy as many Haves and as much 
ivory as they pleafed. But above all things they advifed them not to touch upon Sogno, 
affirming that people were enemies to the Whites, and not many years before had made 
a great flaughtcr among them. The captain, to fatisfy thefe people, left a boat laden 
with goods with two mariners in it, and failed away. The Negroes carried them up 
into the country, and divided the merchandize among themfelves. Fifteen days pall, and 
no news was heard of the faid two feamen, nor even of any trade or traffic fettled by 
their means, and yet the Negroes gave .good words, and went daily aboard the flap to 
preferve a good correfpondence, drinking and caroufing at the captain's expence. At 
length the Mani or governor of Capinda coming on board himfelf, accompanied with 
five or fix followers, the French captain on a fudden caufed them to be feized and clapped 
under hatches in irons, threatening that unlefs the two mariners with their merchan- 
dize were fpeedilv reltored, he would not only carry them away for Haves, but likewifo 
as many others or that kingdom as he could meet. We Capuchins perfuaded the count 
of Sogno to do the captain juftice, who, upon the apprehending the Mani and his com- 
panions, recovered the feamen and part of the goods. To fatisfy for the reft, the Au- 
goij were ordered to pay twelve Haves 5 which not coming, the captain fet fail with the 
leven he had got, putting the eighth afhore to conduit the twelve Haves affigned to Sog- 
no, where he traded for three hundred Haves, whom he carried to fell in the ifland Hif- 
paniola. The captain himfelf told me he was extremely pleafed that he had got a 
Negro governor to prefent to his King clothed after the falhion of that country. 

By this relation the reader may perceive that the Negroes are both a malicious and 
fubtle people, ^ and I likewife mult allow that they fpend the moft part of their time 
in circumventing and deceiving ; yeti cannot allow, that becaufe they are a ftubborn 
foil, they muft be left uncultivated 5 being of fo perverfe a nature as they generally 
are, they require the greater application of inftruaion. But this {till is to be faid for 
them, that when you come once to eradicate their vicious principles, they feldom or 
never return to their ftate of damnation again. 

Grievous no doubt are the fufferings of the miflioners in thefe parts, whether you 
confider the length of their travels, their frequent want of neceilaries, the various 
climates of the countries thev pafs through, die fuffocating and infupportable heats, 
specially to us Europeans, who fry within our woollen clothes, the travelling over rocks 
aid frightful precipices, the often fleeping upon the bare ground, the being perfocuted 
by wizards and fuch fort of wretches, and fometimes by bad Chriftians; and laftlv, 
me doling fo much blood as we are fain to do to preferve our healths, and a thou- 
land other inconveniences in life, which cannot be here enumerated : all which are 
neverthelefs pleafing to thofe who undergo them on account of its being for God's 
lake they fuller, who being a remmerutor animarum , both can and will reward them. 

As to my return from Africa, it was truly through mere neceffity, and at which 1 
was not a little concerned, when I confidered that I muft leave fo much work undone 
behind me, and whereof thofe poor kingdoms have fo much need to conduit them in their 
way to heaven. My departure was principally occafioned by my illnefs, but had T 
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recovered my health in Brazil whither I was going, as I propofed to myfelf, my inten- 
tions were to have returned once more to Ethiopia ; but my recovery proved fo very 
flow, and I found myfelf fo exceedingly weak, that I laid all thofe thoughts afide. 
Arriving not long after at Bahia, the principal city of Brazil, I was for a Short time 
entertained very courteously in a French convent of our order, whofe friars ufed their 
utmoft diligence to procure me a good captain to tranfport me fick as I was to Lifbon. 
They firft fpoke to a countryman of theirs, and who offered to carry and provide me 
a convenient cabin becaufe I was fick, but I muff go as a paffenger, and not as chaplain, 
and that becaufe he would not fubmit to the laws of Portugal, which make it a crime 
for any fhip to fail without one. I told him, as I had formerly done the other captain 
at the beginning of my voyage to Africa, that if he would needs exclude me from the 
duties of my function, I mult neceffarily refufe his offer, being willing to earn my diet 
and paffage, and fo we parted. I was afterwards requested by the governor of M aflan - 
gano, who came with us from the kingdom of Angola, and from whom I had received 
Several civilities in our voyage, to go along with him to Portugal ; I thankfully accepted 
his offer, and' in three months’ time, in company of a fleet of twenty-eight Ships laden 
with tobacco and fugars, by the afliftance of a favourable wind and good weather, we 
reached the height of Lifbon. 

It being almoft night before we got near the port, hut three of our Ships could gee 
in, viz. that I was in, the Frenchman, and another, the reft being to keep out at fea all 
that night, and the greatefl part of the next day, by reafon the tide was againft them. At 
day-break the phyfician tame on board us three, to fee what Slate of health we were in ; 
but before he approached, the Frenchman thinking it had been a cuftom-houfe Felucca, 
went to hide a certain quantity of tobacco he had in his powder-room, but through a 
fatal mifearriage letting a fpark from the candle fall on one of the barrels, the powder 
took fire and blew up the poop of the Ship, whereby the water flowing into the reft of 
the Shattered veffel, it funk in a trice ; none of the people that were in her efcaped, 
but only fuch as could fwim, and they made Shift to get to Shore, or elfe were taken up 
by boats. If this Ship had not funk as She did after She was blown up, what damage 
might She not have done us that were very near her ! Having obferved the great 
efcape I and my fellow-voyagers had, I fell on my knees, and returned my unfeigned 
thanks to the Moll High for our preservation, and efpecially in that I happened not to 
go in that unfortunate lhip. This accident was reported about among the vulgar to 
have been a judgment on the faid Ship for not having a chaplain on board her. 

At length we landed, which we had no fooner done, but I and Father Francis da 
Pavia, a chaplain in another Ship, and my companion all the way from Ethiopia, fell 
down on our knees again to return heaven thanks for our fafe arrival in Portugal ; we 
then went immediately to wait on the King, who being gone that day out of the city 
to vifit the Infanta his daughter, we were fain to defer that intention. At his return 
His Majefty being informed of our defigns, and having fcarce alighted, fent prefently 
for us : but the meffengers not finding us in the city, came to our convent, 1 where they 
met us and gave us to understand, that we might go to the court whenfoever we pleafed, 
the King being very defirous to fee us. We loft no time, but immediately repaired to 
court, and were admitted to audience. 

The King’s countenance was extremely pleafing, and his reception of us very friendly, 
Standing out of refpe£t to us with his hat all the while in his hand ; he kiffed our 
habits, and then began to fpeak of our order and million, and efpecially of us Italian 
miflioners, for whom he faid he had a very particular refpect, having been often in- 
formed how much good we had done, and did daily for God’s fervice; and that 
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although it was true that he had forbid any foreign pried to exercife their function 
within his conquefts in thofe paTts, yet he did by no means defign to exclude his Italian 
Capuchins thereby. Thefe words he fpokc not only once, but repeated as often as 
any opportunity offered in difeourfe. 

E muft not forget the civilities lhewed me here by Signior Nicolo Bonacurfi, a gen- 
tleman of Florence, who took me from our convent at Lilbon to tranfport me to Leg- 
horn, proffering me withal a neceffary fubfiltence for the whole voyage. Herein never- 
thelefs the captain of the lhip oppofed him, telling me that I fhould eat at his table : 
but Signior Nicolo notwithftanding would not be refufed the fending a lervant along 
with me to wait on me, which I mull own the fellow did with a great deal of obfequi- 
" oufnefs and diligence. Signior Nicolo would alfo have hired a Felucca to carry me to 
Naples ; which I refuffng, he recommended me to the Marquis Pucci at Leghorn, to 
the end that he might fee me provided with ncceffaries for my farther voyage to Genoa, 
whither I was bound. We not long after fet fail, and arrived at Leghorn in a fhort 
time, whence in a few days I went on board a (hip called the I loly Rofe, and with a 
profperous gale foon got to Genoa. As we were going to enter the port about mid- 
night, the wind all of a fudden chopped about full in our teeth, forcing us back to 
fea again. About break of day, while we were making for the mourh of tin.' bay to 
get in, a French man of war was juft coming out, who perceiving us failed, made up 
to us, keeping to windward ; her captain as he came nearer hailed us to lend our 
boat on board, but ours taking little or no notice of hint failed on ; whereupon the 
Frenchman came up to the windward of us again, giving us to underhand, that being 
we were a man of war like himfelf, he was obliged by an exprels order from his King 
either to force us aboard or to fink us. At the hearing of this, all our {hip’s company 
were extremely concerned, and that efpecially becaufe the day before, at the difeovery of 
Genoa, we had difeharged all our cannon, except thirteen, which we refervod to Mute 
the holy crofs in the faid city.- Our mufquets likewife were all laid up in the gun- 
room, and our feainen had put on their bell clothes to go alhore ; ncverthelefs, laying 
afide all fear or delay, two of our officers got ready what arms they had, and ranged, 
both paffengers and feamen, except only thole that were quartered at the aforefaid great' 
guns, on the decks, in expectation of the enemy’s being as good as his word, fince we 
had abfolutely refufed to comply with his commands. What a buz and rumour was 
to be heard every where then amongft the armed foldiers and feamen ! For my part 
I almolt thought I was in hell, and which put me in mind of that verle of Virgil’s in 
his fixth iEneid, 

Stridor ferri, tra&aque catena. 

At length to prevent what inconveniences might have enfued fo ralh an engagement, 
the French captain fent his brother on board us to fee who we were, who coming near 
us, and perceiving what preparations we had made for a fight, and moreover hearing 
from us that we were Genoefe, cried out, “ To what purpofe are all thel’e warlike 
preparations, fince there is peace between us and Genoa ?” We anfwered him , that 
at fea we ought always to be on our guard againlt accidents wc might meet with, and 
for aught we knew his fhip might be no French man of war, becaufe it was a common 
thing to put out falfe colours. He then demanded what number of men we had on 
board, having perceived a great many on the deck ; we told him we were four hun- 
dred, and in truth we were fo many. At laft he acquainted us, that he had orders 
from his mailer to demand all Frenchmen he could meet with, except merchants, on 
board any veffel whatever, and defired to know if we had any fuch among us ; 
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fearch was made, and all that were found delivered immediately, except a drummer 
who hid himfelf, fo that much time was fpent before he could be found, but at Iaft he 
went with the reft. . This done, the Frenchman departed peaceably, and left us to 
purfue our entrance into the port, which we immediately did,, and bang fafely got in, 
call anchor before the city. 

It might have proved a more than ordinary damage to us, had we engaged this French 
veffel, by reafon that over and above a great quantity of merchandize of different lands 
which we had on board, we had likewife above a,million and a half of money belonging 
to merchants, as alfo a great deal of uncoined and unwrought filver. Our fhip carried 
befides all the money that had been collected that year in Spain by the commiffary of 
the croifade, as likewife feveral other fums given in charity towards the canonizing of 
two faints at Rome. 

As I obferved fome things in my way through the city of Lifbon when I went to 
Congo, fo I cannot help taking notice here of another particular which I heard there as 
I came, back : it was about a law made by the King of Portugal concerning excefs in 
apparel. It feems the French merchants had before been accuftomed every year to 
introduce new fafhions in clothes after their own fancies, and dreffing babies in them, 
to expofe them to the view of the people, who prefently bought up thofe garments, and 
fo had a new fafhion every year, whereby the fellers were enriched, and the buyers 
impoverilhed ; fo that moft of the coin of Portugal fell into the hands of the French ; 
to prevent the exportation whereof, the King raifed the value of it. But this he was 
neverthelefs difappointed in, for the French merchants obferving what had been done, 
raifed the value of their goods proportionably, and the people were fo far infatuated, 
that they were refolved to have them whatever they coft them. The King feeing this, 
publifhed another proclamation to prohibit his fubjefts the wearing of any filk, gold or 
filver, and withal commanded them to confine themfelves to bays, or fuch fluffs as were 
the manufacture of the country, prohibiting alfo foreign hats and ftockings. And the more 
to incline his fubjefts to the obferving of this law, he himfelf firft fet them an example. 
As for what filk, gold or filver the church required, he ordered certain commiffioners 
to procure what was neceffary for that purpofe from Venice, and elfewhere, but which 
was to be fealed to prevent any greater quantities being imported. By thefe means 
fuperfluous expences have been wholly banifhed this kingdom and its conquefts j and 
if other nations would take example by them, luxury would not be fo rampant, nor 
vice fo triumphant. More might be faid upon this fubjeCt, but I fear I have fufficiently 
tired my reader already, and therefore fhall here conclude the relation of my voyage 
into fouthern Africa. 
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AN APPENDIX to the Voyage to Congo, &c. 

A Letter from the King of Congo to the Author , upon his arrival at the Port of A ngo ij 
Written in Portvguefe , and thus in EngUfl). 

The Superfeription. 

To the very reverend Father, Father Jerom da Sorento, a Capuchin and Apoftolic 

Miflioner, whom God prefenre. 

Moft reverend Father, ' 

I RECEIVED Your Reverence’s kind letter, with a great deal of joy and fatisfaflion for 
the favour Your Reverence has done me. Having underftood your Me arrival at Ca- 
pinda, I was very glad of it, and do tefeech God always to preferve you in the like 
ftate of health for the future, to the end that we the unworthy fervants of God may 
reap the benefit of it. For my part I fhall ever be ready to obey all Your Reverence’s 
commands as your fpiritual fon, as will likewife your fpiritual daughter Donna Potcnti- 
ana my mother. We both earneftly defire to our power to fliew our rcadinefs to ferve 
you. Moft reverend Father, I have comprehended all Your Reverence writ to me, 
extremely well ; but, O my Father, I know not how I fhall be able to he fufliciently 
thankful to God for his mercy, in promifing me the fight of your loving countenance ! 
Come then fpeedily and perfonally to the aftiftance and relief of thofe poor fouls that 
defire to receive benediction from your facred hands. It is moft true what I tell you, 
for our fouls are all on fire to fee Your Reverence as they ought ; and therefore, moft 
holy Father, haften Your Reverence’s journey, purfuant to your promife by your mef- 
fenger, that we may receive you with joy and feftivals. I conjure you, proftrate at your 
holy feet, as an apoftolic miflioner and fon of the blcflcd St. Francis, to hearken to my 
■words. I befeech you, let me hear from Your Reverence from Luanda, for l have 
feveral important matters to communicate to you, which will extremely contribute to- 
wards the increafe of Chriftianity. For this purpofc, I fent my favourite Garni Mi- 
chael to wait upon and conduCl Your Reverence to my palace. He will bring a Have 
along with him, whom I beg Your Reverence to accept, though but an inconfiderablc 
prefent. I fhall trouble Your Reverence with no more ; God preferve you, and 1 
humbly recommend myfelf to your holy facrifices. 

Your Reverence’s Son, the Prince of Congo, 

Don John Emanuel Gjutho, 

Who treads on the lion in the kingdom of his mother. 

Lemba, Feb. 22 . x688. 

I believe I fhall not greatly difpleafe my reader, if I add here the cuftoms of tliefe 
Ethiopians in their eating and drinking at feafts, which they commonly celebrate with 
great numbers, and at night. A great company being got together, they fit round in 
a ring upon the green grafs ; which having done, a large thick round wooden platter is 
placed in the miaft of them ; this platter is called by them Malonga : the oldeft of them, 
whom in their language they, call Maculuntu, or Cocolocangi, is to divide and difpenfe 
to every one his portion, which he performs with that exaQnefs, that if there happen 

to 
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to. be A bit better than ordinary, that is likewife divided propordonably among the com- 
pany. J3y thefe means there are no complaints or murmurs to be heard amongft them, 
but every one is contented with what is allotted him. When they drink, they mab 
ufe of neither cups nor glades, to the end that every man may have what is judged 
fufficient for him and no more. The judge of this is the Maculuntu, who holds the 
Moringo, or flafk, to the perfon’s mouth that drinks; and when he thinks he has 
drank fufficient, . he pulls it away. This is pra&ifed all along even to the end of the 
feaft. That which feems ftrangeft to me is, that if any perfon whatfoever, mar t or 
woman, great or fmall, though not known to them, happens to pafs by where the guefts 
are eating, he or Ihe thrufts into the ring, and has an equal fhare with the reft, with- 
out the trouble of making any compliment, or fpeaking a word. If this ftranger 
happens to come after the portions are allotted, then is the carver to take fomething 
from every man’s mefs to make up a fhare for him. If it fo chance that many un- 
invited guefts come, they all have the aforefaid liberty, and may eat and drink as freely 
as if ‘they had been invited. When the travellers perceive the platter empty, they rife 
up and go their ways without taking any leave, or returning thanks to the company. 
And though thefe ftrangers have never fo great plenty of provifions along with them 
of their own, as it very often happens they have, yet do they forfake their own for 
that of thefe people. Another thing I much wondered at is, that they never afk thefe 
intruders any queftions, as whence they come, whither they go, or the like, but all 
matters pafs with fo great filence, that one would think that they therein imitated the 
ancient law among the Lochri, a people of Achaia, reported by Plutarch, which im- 
ported that if any one demanded of another what was done, what was faid, or the 
like, the perfon that alked thofe queftions was to pay a fine. Locrenftum lex qua fequis 
peregre recurfus rogabat , , Nunqu'td now, eum mulkd qfficiebat. Plut. de Curiofit. 
laudanda. 

It has happened to me, that being, about to entertain fome perfons that had been 
ferviceable to me, at dinner-time I obferved the number of my guefts greatly increafed; 
whereupon afking who thofe new-comers were, they anfwered, they did not know ; 
which caufed me to reply, <e Then do ye allow' of thofe to eat with ye, who have had 
no fhare in your labour ?” To which all the anfwer I could get from them was, chat 
it was the cuftom fo to do. This charity of theirs feemed to me fo commendable, tUat I 
ordered their commons to be doubled, being not a little pleafed to find fo great love and 
amity even amongft pagans. If the like good cuftom were pradtifed amongft us, we 
fhould not have fo many poor indigent wretches die in the ftreets, and other places, 
merely for want, as there almoft daily do in all countries. 

If this cuftom of theirs be fo well worthy of commendation, another they have no 
lefs deferves blame, that relates to their behaviour towards their wives ; who being 
enjoined to work in the fields till noon, whilft their hufbands enjoy themfelves at 
home, are obliged at their return to get all things ready for dinner; and if they 
happen to want any thing, they muffc either buy it out of their own money, or barter 
clothes for it according to the cuftom ; I fay out of their own money, or otherwifeat 
their expence, by reafon that the wives here are obliged to find their hufbands with 
meat, and they are to provide wine and clothes for them. Dinner being got ready, 
it is firft fet before the hufband as mailer of the family, who fits down done to table, 
while the wife and children wait diligently about him to ferve hip in what he wants. 
When he has eat as much as he can, the remainder comes to the wife and children, who 
may fit down if they pleafe ; yet they generally Hand, looking upon it to. be their 
duty fo to do. But if after all the hufband has. a mind to eat the whole dinner, he 
may do it, and nobody can call him to account. I having alked feveral of thefe people, 
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why they did not admit their wives to fit with them at table ; they anfwered me, that 
women had a portion given them to that purpofe, and that they were born to ferve and 
obey the men : which perhaps they would not have laid, if they had known what the 
poet Claudian affirmed, that women were born to keep up the race of mankind, and 
not to be Haves to men. 

Nafcitur ad fruftum mulier prolerr.q; fut.u ram, Claud, in Eutrof. 1 . i. v. 330. 

Thefe are good things for travellers, to cat free-coft at other peoples’ tables ; but 
fomedmes it happens that many are eaten and devoured thetnielves by a fort of ferpcnt 
as big as a beam, which they meet in the road in their way to Singa, which by look- 
ing on them only kills and confumes them. A perfon that was aflaultcd by one of 
thefe prodigious ferpents, happened by a lufty ftroke of a fcymitar, to cut him in 
two. The monfter having been thus cruelly ufed, and yet not killed, being you may 
imagine not a little enraged, lay upon the catch among the thick bullies, to revenge 
itfelf on its enemies ; and foon after two travellers happening to come by, it imme- 
diately crawled out, wounded as it was, and feized upon them, devouring them almoft 
whole. The neighbours thereabout hearing what had happened to thole two men, 
refolved to fally out in a numerous body upon this maimed monfter ; which they not 
long afterwards did, but could never meet with it. At laft a Portuguefe captain taking 
a confiderable number of men along with him, armed with mufquets, fet forth in 
fearch of the ferpent ; but not discovering it, prefently he let all the company march 
on before, and ftaid himfelf behind a little. The ferpent perceiving him alone, con- 
fiding in his remaining force, crept out of his hole to leap upon him ; the affrighted 
Portuguefe cried out at the fight of it, and moft of the people that were gone before, 
returning in great hafte, fent fo many bullets into the monitor’s body, that they foon 
difpatched it, after it had been the death of fo many unfortunate paflengers. 

From the death of this monfter, I proceed to fpcak of the fufferings of two of our 
miffioners, caufed to be dragged by the count of Sogno, and then expelled his 
dominions. Thefe two Fathers were, Father Andrew da Buti, and Father Peter da 
Seftola. The then count’s name was Don Pedro de Caftro, who fending for them 
into, his prefence, and they obeying his commands, he thus fpoke to them : “ How 
comes it to pafs. Fathers, that amongft the pagans there is rain enough and to fparc, 
and we Chriftians have had not the leaft drop ? What can the caul'e of this be, and 
whence does it proceed ?” The people affirmed that the want of rain proceeded from 
fome reli&s Father Andrew had by him, and that they could export none as long as 
he kept them. The count upon this immediately commanded him to throw them 
away, and that if, during all the next day there was not fome rain fell, both he and his 
companion muff: look to themfelves, and expeft to be very ill-ufcd. At that time the 
iky was extremely clear, and fo continued till about midnight ; when all of a hidden 
the heavens began to be overcaft, and the clouds poured down fo plentiful a /bower, 
as was Efficient alone to prepare the earth for feed. Notwithftanding this, which had 
happened through the foie prayers of the two miffioners, the count not caring to have 
them any longer within his dominions, ordered them to undergo the oath of Chilumbo, 
to prove that they were innocent; but they thinking fuch a trial the moft diabolical 
that could poffibly be imagined^ abfolutely refufod to fubmit to it ; whereupon they 
were immediately feized, and moft inhumanly mifufed, dragged about, and all they 
had taken from them. He that was handled worft was Father Buti, who died not 
long after of his hurt in the kingdom of Binquella the place of his raiffion. This rela- 
fion is to be found confirmed by Father Cornelius van Wouters, a Dutch Franciican 
tnar, who affirms it as an eye-witnefs. 
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The Explanation of fame few Conghefe Words inferted in this Work, and made Englifh for 

the Eafe of the Reader . 


ACCALA, a man. 

AfFua, a dead corpfe. 

Agariaria, a fort of wood and fruit that 
ferves to relieve a pain in the lides. 

Alacardo, a fmaller fort of crocodile. 

Alcatrici, birds each as large as two hens. 

Aliconde, a fort of exceeding large hollow 
tree. 

Almefega, a tree which diftils a liquor like 
unto frankincenfe. 

Bada, a kind of unicorn. 

Baia, the city of San Salvador, or St. 
Saviour in Brazil. , 

Bicoma, a fort of nutmeg-tree. 

Birame, cotton-cloth that goes current for 
money. 

Bolungo, a fort of oath, or way of trial 
among the wizards. 

Boma, a very large kind of ferpent. 

Bonghi, or Libonghi, a fort of money. 

Bordoni, plants fomewhat like vines. 

Caboccos, children born of a White and a 
Brazilian. 

Cacchio, a bunch of fruit as large as a 
man can carry. 

Cacazumbu, a wizard. 

Candoua, a boat. 

Capaffa, a wild cow. 

Cappaiva, a tree which yields oil. 

Cariabemba, the devil. 

Cafciu, a fruit like an apple. 

Cazacaza, kidney-beans. 

Chegilla, precepts to be obferved, impofed 
on children by parents. 

Chicheras, a fort of tree with leaves of a 
drying nature. 

Chigongo, a fort of phyfical purging wood. 

Chilumbo, another oath or manner of trial 
among the wizards. 

Chinfu, a pot or pipkin. 

Chifecco, wood of a cooling nature. 

Cocco, the palm-fruit. 

Cocalocangi, the oldeft of the company 
that cayves at meals. 


Colas, a red fruit which is to be eaten 
before one drinks. 

Copras, a fort of venomous ferpents. 
Coricas, hen-parrots. 

Dongo, all forts of flefli or fifli. 

Donno, a fort of fruit that fmells like 
cinnamon. 

Evanga, aprieft. 

Eguandi, the mother. 

Emba, a fort of palm-tree that yields oil. 
Embambi, a ferpent which kills with its 
tail. 

Embetta, a fort of palm-wine exceedingly 
refrefhing. 

Embuchi, a kind of mulical inftruments. 
Engulamafi, a fyren or mermaid. 

Engulo, a wild-boar. 

Engufiu, a parrot. 

Eutaga, cloth girt about the waift. 

Fuba, millet-flower. 

Fumu, tobacco. 

Ganga, a fort of fuperftitious oath or trial. 
Giaghi, a people who practife forcery more 
than ordinary. 

Gnam, a great root that is eaten. 
Guaiavas, a fruit like a pear. 

Guria, eating. 

Impallanche, beafts with long wreathed 
horns. 

Impamguazze, wild-cows. 

Incubu, a goat. 

Inzangu, a fpade. 

Mabocche, plants like unto orange-trees. 
Maccacchos, monkeys or apes. 

Maccutas, fort of ftraw-cloth which goes 
current for money. 

Macoluntu, the oldeft in the company 
that carves to the reft. 

Mafucca, a governor. 

Malonga, a wooden platter. 

Mamao, a fruit like a melon. 

Maneba, a fort of palm. 

Mandioch, a root whereof flower is made 
for bread. 
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Mangas, a tree whofe boughs hang down 
to the ground, and take root again 
therein. 

Mani, a lord or governor. 

Manimuncu, baptifm. 

Mafa, water. 

Maffamambala, the great millet. 
Maffamambuta, Indian wheat, 

Mattari, ftones. 

Melaffo, palm-wine. 

Melaffo Manputo, grape-wine. 
Migna-Migna, a tree good againft poifon. 
Mifangas, glafs-coral. 

Modello, a garment. 

Molecches, a general name among the 
Negroes. 

Mondelli, white. 

Moringo, a flafk. 

Muana, a fon or daughter. 

Muccacamas, Negro waiting-maids that 
wait on the Portuguefe women. 

Mulatto, one born of a White and Negro 
woman. 

Ncaffa, a fort of tree. 


Ncocco, a kind of large beaft. 
Neubanzampuni, wild nutmegs. 

Ngamba, a fort of little drum. 

Nicefi, a fruit with a crucifix marked in 
the middle of it. 

Nfambi, a kind of wind-mufic. 
Oluchuche, an oath among the wizards. 
Pompero, a buyer of flaves. 

Pompo, a market-place. 

Quilumbo, a market. 

Sagoris, little apes or monkeys. 

Somacca, a fmall fhip or frnack. 

Soua, lord of any place. 

Surfu, the hen. 

Tambi, funeral ceremonies for dead rela- 
tions. 

Toto, the earth. 

Tubarcos, inhabitants of Brazil. 

Tuberone, a fifh not unlike the fhark. 
Tubia, the fire. 

Zabiambunco, God. 

Zacre, a large fpacious river. 

Zerba, an animal like unto a wild male. 
Zimbo, money of Ihells, 
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THE 

STRANGE ADVENTURES 

OF 

ANDREW BATTEL, of leigh, in Essex, 

SENT BY THE PORTUGUESE PRISONER TO ANGOLA, 

WHO LIVED THERE, AND IN THE ADJOINING REGIONS, NEAR EIGHTEEN YEARS.* 


Andrew Battel, his Voyage to the River of Plate , who, being taken on the Coaft of Brazil , 

was fent to Angola. 

TN the year 1589, Abraham Cocke, of Limehoufe, began his voyage toward the 
A river of Plate, with two pinnaces of fifty tuns each : the one was called the May- 
morning, the other the Dolphin. We failed from the river Thames the 20th of 
April, and the 26th of the fame month we put into Plymouth, where we took in fome 
provision for the voyage. The 7th of May we put to fea, and with foul weather were 
beaten back again into Plymouth, where we remained certain days, and then proceeded 
on our voyage : and running along the coaft of Spain and Barbary, we put into the 
road of San&a Cruz, and there fet our light-horfe-man together, which we carried, in 
two pieces ; Abraham Cocke made great account thereof, thinking that this boat fhould 
have made his voyage. This done, we put to fea, and running along the coaft of 
Guinea, we were becalmed, owing to our being fo near the coaft. 

Here our men fell fick of the fcurvy, in fuch fort, that there were very few found ; 
and being within three or four degrees of the equinoctial line, we fell in with the 
Cape de las Palmas, where we had fome refrefhing, wherewith our men recovered. 
Hie people of the Cape de las Palmas made much of us, faying they would trade with 
tis j but it was but to betray us, for they were treacherous, and were like to have taken 
our boat, and hurt fome of our men. From this cape, we lay fouth-weft off, but 
the current and the calms deceived us ; fo that we were driven down to the ifle of 
St. Thomas, thinking we were farther off to the fea than we were ; and bang in dif- 
trefs for wood and water, we went in on the fouth end, between San Tome and the 
iilands Das Rolas*, where we rode very fmooth, and with our light-horfe-man went 
aihore, thinking to have watered, but we found none in the ifland ; here we found 
great ftore of plantains and oranges. We found a village of Negroes, which are fent 
from San Tome, for the Portuguefe of San Tome to ufe when their flaves be fick or 
weak, to feud them thither to get their ftrength again, for the iilands are very fruitful ; 

* From Purchases Coll. 
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and -though there be no frefh water, yet they maintain themfelves with the wine of the 
palm-trees. Having refrefhed ourfelves with the fruit of this ifland, we burned the 
village ; and running on the eaft fide of San Tome, we came before the town, but we 
durft not come near, for the caftle foot at us, which hath very good ordnance in it. 

Then we lay eaft by fouth of the main, and in twenty-four hours we had fight of the 
Cape de Lopo Gonfalves : and being within three leagues of the faid cape, we eaft 
about and flood again toward the ifland of San Tome, and turned upon the weft fide 
of the ifland ; and coming to a little river, which runneth out of the mountains, we 
went on fhore with our light-horfe-man, with fix or feven butts to fill with water. But 
the governor had embolked one hundred men of the ifland j and when we were on 
fhore they came upon us and killed one of our men, and hurt another : wherefore we 
retired to our boat, and got aboard. 

Then Abraham Cocke determined to fetch the coafl of Brazil, and lay wefl-fouth- 
weft into the fea : and being fome fifty leagues off, we fell into a fcull of dolphins, 
which greatly relieved us, for they followed our fhip all the way, till we fell in with 
the land, which was about thirty days j and running along the coaft of Brazil, till we 
came to Illha Grande, which Hands in five degrees fouth ward of the line: we put in 
between the ifland and the main, and hauled our fhips afhore, and wafhed them and 
refrefhed ourfelves, and took in frefh water. In this ifland are no inhabitants, but it is 
very fruitful. After being here about twelve days there came in a little pinnace, which 
was bound to the river of Plate, which came to water and get fome refrelhment : and 
prefently we went aboard, and took the Portuguele merchant out of the pinnace, who 
told Abraham Cocke that within two months there fhould two pinnaces come from the 
river of Plate, from the town, of Buenos Ayres. 

From this town there come every year four or five Caravols to Bahia in Brazil, and 
to Angola in Africa : which bring great treafure, and which is tranfported over-land 
out of Peru into the Plate river. Then Abraham Cocke, defirous to make Ins voyage, 
took fome of the Dolphin’s men into his fhip, and fent the Dolphin home again, 
which had not as yet made any voyage. This Portuguefe merchant took us to a place 
in this ifland where there was a banifhed man, who had planted a great many plantains, 
and told us, that we might, with this fruit, go to the Plate river, for our provifions 
were almoft all fpent. 

With this hard allowance we departed from this ifland, and were thirty-fix days 
before we came to the Ifle of Lebos Marinos, which lies atjhe mouth of the river 
Plate. This ifland is half a mile long, and has no frefh water in it, but abounds in foals 
' and fea-morfes ; fo much that our light-horfe-man could not get afhore for them, without 
beating them with our oars. The ifland is covered with them. Upon thefe feals we 
lived about thirty days, lying up and down the river, and were greatly diftreffed for 
want of other food. We then determined to run up to Buenos Ayres, and with our 
light-horfe-man to take one of the pinnaces that rode at the town. When being fo high 
up the river at the town, we had a great ftorm from the fouth-weft, which drove us 
back again, and forced us to ride under Ifla Verde, that is, the Green. Ifland, which 
lies in the mouth of the river on the north fide. 

Here we were in fuch a diftreffing condition for want of provifion, that we gave over 
the voyage, and came , to the northward again, to the ifland of St. Sobaftian, lying 
Wder the tropic of Capricorn. There we went afhore to catch fifh, and fome went up 
into the woods to gather fruit, for we were almoft all famifhed. There was at that 
time a canoe full of Indians, that came from the town of Spiritu Sandlo. Thefe 
Indians landed on the weft fide of the ifland, and came through the woods, and took 

five 
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five fof us, and carried us to the river Janeiro. After this misfortune, our captain 
Abraham Cocke went to fea, and was never heard of more. 

After we that were taken had remained four months in the river Janeiro, one Tomer 
and I were fent to Angola in Africa, to the city of St. Paul, fituated nine degrees to 
the fouthward of the equinoctial line. Here I was foon taken out of the fhip, and put 
in prifon, and afterwards fent up the river Quanfa, to a garrifon town, a hundred and 
thirty miles up that river. After having been there two months, the pilot of the 
governor’s pinnace died, and I was commanded to take her down to the city, where I 
foon fell ill, and lay eight months fo. Here I was much hated, becaufe I was an Eng- 
lifhman. But being at length recovered, Don John Hurtado de Mendoga, who was 
then governor, commanded me to go in a pinnace to a place called Zaire, on the 
river Congo, to trade for elephants’ teeth, wheat, and palm-tree oil. This place is 
fifty leagues from the city to the northward j at the mouth of the river is an ifland, 
called ifle Calabes, which had at that time a town in it. Here we laded our pinnace 
with elephants’ teeth, wheat, and palm-tree oil, and then returned again to the city. 


His trading on the Coajl ; Offer to efcape , Imprifonment : his fending to Elambo, and Bahia 

Das Vaccas : many Jlrange Occurrences. 

THEN I was fent to Longo, which is fifteen leagues to the northward of Zaire, and 
carried fuch commodities as are fit for that place ; fuch as long glafs-beads, round blue 
beads, feed beads, and looking-glaffes ; red and blue coarfe cloth, and Irifh rugs. 
Here we fold our cloth to great advantage, getting at the rate of three elephants’ teeth, 
which weighed on an average one hundred and twenty pounds, in exchange for one 
yard of cloth. We bought a great quantity of palm-cloth, and elephants’ tails. In a 
little time we laded our pinnace. With my fuccefs in this voyage the governor was 
much pleafed, and promifed me my liberty, if I would ferve him. In this manner I 
continued trading in his pinnace on the coaft for two years and a half. 

About that time there came a veffel from Holland to the city, the owner of which 
promifed to carry me away ; and when they were ready to depart, I went fecretly on 
board, but I was betrayed by fome Portuguefe, who belonged to the veffel, and fetched 
on fhore by the fergeants of the city, and put in prifon, where I lay in irons two 
ynnnths^ expefting the governor would have me put to death ; but this expectation 
was changed into a fentence of banifhment for life to the fort of Maffangano, to ferve 
in the conqueft of thofe parts. Here I led a wretched life for the fpace of fix years, 
without any hope of ever feeing the fea again. 

Tn t-hlfi fort were fome Egyptians and Moors, who like myfelf were banifoed here. 
To one of the Egyptians I opened my mind, by telling him it were better to venture 
our lives to effed our liberty, than to live in fuch wretchednefs here ; he feemed as 
willing as myfelf to make the trial, and likewife told me he would get ten of his com- 
panions, three Egyptians, and feven Portuguefe, to join us. That night we all met, 
and having taken the beft canoe we could fin'd, went down the river Coanza; and 
having proceeded sis for down as Mani Cabech, which is a little lordfliip in the pro- 
vince of Elambo, we went on Ihore with our twelve mufquets, powder, and foot. 
Here we funk bur canoe that it foould not be difcovered where we went on Ihore. We 
made a little fire in the wood, and roafted fome wheat we had brought from Maffan- 
gano, which was all the provifion we had. 
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As foon as it was night we purfued our journey, and travelled the whole night and 
the next day without any water to quench our thirlt ; the fecond night we were not 
able to proceed, and were fain to dig and ferape up roots of trees and fuck them to 
keep life in us. The third day we met with an old Negro, who was travelling to Mani 
Cabech ; we bound his hands behind him, and made him lead 11s the way to the lake 
of Cafanfa ; and continued to travel the whole day in extreme heat till we came to the 
Banza, or town of Mani Cafanfa, diftant about twelve leagues from the city of St. 
Paulo. Here we were forced to afk for water, but they would not let us have any ; on 
which we determined to make ufe of our fire-arms to obtain it ; which they perceiving, 
called their lord Mani Cafanfa, who gave us fotne water and fair fpecches, defiring we 
might ftay all night, but as this was only to betray us, we immediately departed, and 
got to the lake of Cafanfa, where we relied that night. 

The fourth night we came to the river which is toward the north, and palled it with 
great danger, for there are fuch a quantity of crocodiles in this river, as make it dan- 
gerous for a man to come to the river fide where it is deep. The fifth night we came 
to the river Dande, and had travelled fo far to the eaftward that we found ourfelves 
near the Sorras, or mountains of Mantbangono, where a chief livevS who makes war 
againfb the King of Congo, to whole territory we were going. Here we palled the 
river, and relied half the night : and being about two leagues from the river, we met 
with fome Negroes, who allied us where we were going ; we told them to Congo ; they 
faid we were going wrong, and that they were Mallicangos, and would lake us to 
Bamba, where the chief of Bamba lived. We went about three miles with them, but 
perceiving by the fun that we were going wrong, would go no farther that way, and 
turned back to the weftward, on which they flood before us with their bows and arrows 
ready to Ihoot at us. But we being determined to pals through them, difeharged fix 
mufquets together on them, which killed four, and fo furpriled the roll that they 
retired very precipitately. Never thelefs they turned back, and followed us four or five 
miles, and hurt two of our companions with their arrows. The next day we came 
to the borders of Bamba, and continued travelling all that day. At night we could 
hear the furge of the fea. The morning of the feventh day, we law the captain of the 
city purfuing us with horfemen, and a great number of Negroes. Hereupon the (even. 
Portuguefe being terrified, hid themfelves. The four Egyptians and niyfelf thought 
to have efcaped, but they followed us fo fall that we were forced to take llielter in a 
little wood, where they loon difeovered us and fired a volley of fhot at us, which made 
us difperfe. 

Finding myfelf all alone, I bethought myfelf that if the Negroes fhould catch me 
in the woods they would kill me, wherefore thinking to do better with the Portuguefe 
and Mulattoes, I came out of the wood with my mufquet charged, making little 
account of my life. The captain knowing we had been twelve, called to me and faid, 
“ Fellow-foldier, I have the governor’s pardon, if you will fubmit you fhall receive no 
hurt.” I with my mufquet ready, anfwered him, that I was an Englilhman, and had 
fenced fix years at Maffangano in great mifery; and travelled in company with the 
Egyptians and Portuguefe, but was now,' alone ; <£ and rather than be lianged, 1 will 
die here among!!: you.” On which the captain came up to me and faid, ' « Deliver 
thy mufquet to one of the foldiers, and I proteft, as I am a gentleman and a ibldier, 
to fave thy life, for thy courageous behaviour,” whereupon I gave up my mufquet 
and fubmitted. - 

The captain then commanded all the foldiers and Negroes to fearch the woods for 
the others, with orders to bring them out alive or dead. They foon found them, and 
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-brought them out. Then they took us to the city of St. Paulo, where the three 
-Egyptians and I lay three months in prifon, with collars of iron round our necks, and 
great bolts on our legs, and in other refpects were very hardly ufed. 

About this time the governor fent four hundred men, that were ou j 0 f 

•Portugal, up into the country of £Ia/nbo. About this time I was, by, proclamation 
• made through the city, banifhed for ever to the Wa, and fent with thefe mpri to So- 
wonfo, who is a lord that obeyeth the Duke of Bamba ; from thence to Samanibanfa 
and afterwards to Namba Calamba, who is a great lord that refilled us ; but we fet fire 
to his town and burned it, after which he not only fubmitted but brought three thou- 
sand warlike Negroes to us. From thence we went to Lollancango, a little lord who 
oppofed us ftoutly, but was at length obliged to fubmit ; from thence we went to 
•Combrecaianga, where we remained two years, during which time we were often en- 
gaged in wars with the neighbouring Hates, which at length we brought to fubmit. 
We were now fifteen thoufand ftrong, and with this force marched to the Outeiro, 
or mountain of Ingombe ; but firft we burned all Ingafia, which was his country, 
and then we came to the chief town of Ingombe, which is half a day’s journey to 
go up. 

This lord came upon us with more than twenty thouiand bows, and did us great 
damage ; but returning their aflault with our fire-arms, we made great havock amongfl 
them, whereupon he retired up into the mountain, and fent one of his captains to our 
general to fignify that the next day he would obey him. Accordingly the next day 
he entered our camp in great pomp with drums, Petes, and Pongoes or Waytes, and 
was royally received by us. Here he made great prefents, by which he greatly enriched 
our general, and thofe with him. On the top of the mountain is a great plain very 
fruitful in palm-trees, fugar-canes, potatoes, and other things ; befides great quan- 
tities of lemon and orange trees. In this place is a tree called Engeriay, which bears 
a fruit as big as a Pome-water, and contains a Hone which is a remedy for the windy 
•cholic, which was not known to the Portuguefe. Here is alfo a river of fre& water 
that fprings out of the mountain, and runs through the town. After having ftaid here 
five days we marched up the country, continuing to burn and deftroy for the fpace of 
fix weeks ; and then returned to Engombe again with a great quantity pf Haves, lheep, 
.and goats, befides a great many Margarite-llones which pafs as current money through 
the country. Here we pitched our camp, a league from this pleafant moun tain, and 
•remained there twelve months. Here I received a Ihot in my right leg, and many 
Portuguefe and Muiattoes were carried to the city to be cured. 

The governor then fent a frigate to the fouthward, with fixty foldiers, among which, 
■number I was one, with all kind of commodities. We turned up to the fouthward, 
fill we came into twelve degrees, where we found a fair fandy bay. Here the people 
brought us cows, ftieep, wheat, and beans ; but we did not flop long here, but went 
«to Babia das Vaccas, that is the Bay of Cows, but which the Portuguefe call Babia 
de Torre* becaufe it has a rock like a tower. Here we rode on the north fide of the 
•rocks in a fandy bay ; and during .our ftay, bought a great number of cows and fheep, 
•which latter are much bigger than our Englilh Iheep. We likewife purchafed fome 
copper ; alfo a kind of fweet wood called Cacongo,’ which the Portuguefe much 
■eileem ; and alfo a great quantity nf wheat and beans. Having laden our bark, we 
fent her home, but fifty of us ftaid on Jhore, where we made a finall fort of rafters of 
•wood, as a fafeguard againft the treachery of the people, who are not, to be trailed. 
In the ,courfe -of feventeen days, we had collected five hundred head of cattle. Soon 
.after, the governor font three lhips to take us and our .cargoes to the city. 
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In this bay many fhips may ride with fafety, and refrefh. The Portugucfo carracks 
have of late failed along the coaft, and come to the bay of this city to water and refrefh 
themfelves. The people are called Endallanbondos, who being under the reltraint of 
no laws, are very treacherous ; which makes it very neceffary for thole who deal with 
them to be very much upon their guard. They are fuch great cowards, that thirty or 
forty men may go up the country and drive down whole herds of cattle, without any 
danger of oppofition from them. We purchafed the cattle with blue glafs-heads of 
about an inch long, which are called Mopindes, and paid at the rate of about fifteen, 
of them for one cow. 

This province is called Dombe, and has a ridge of high Sierras or mountains, that 
ftretch from the mountains or Sierras of Cambambe, in which are mines lying along 
the coaft, fouth and by weft. Here is alfo a great quantity of fine copper, but they 
Work no more than they want for themfelves. The men wear tkins about their 
middles, and beads about their necks. They ufe bows and arrows, and darts of iron. 
They are beaftly in their manner of living. 

Their women wear a ring of copper about their necks, which weighs fifteen pounds at 
the leaft, about their arms little rings of copper, that reach to their elbows, about their 
middles a cloth made of the Infandie tree, which is neither fpun or wove, and on their 
legs rings of copper that reach to the calves of their legs. 


Dfcovery of the Gagas, their Wars , Man-eating ; overrunning Countries: his Track 
with them , betraying , efcapc to them , and living with them with many Jlrange Ad- 
ventures : and alfo the Rites and Manner of Life obferved by the Jagges or 'Cay/is, 
which no Chrijlian but this Author could ever be acquainted with before. 

IN our fecond voyage, turning up along the coalt, we came to the Morro, or did', 
of Benguela lying in twelve degrees of fouth latitude. Here we law a mighty cape 
of men on the fouth-fi.de of the river Coua: and being defirous of knowing what they 
were, we went on fliore in our boat, and prefently there came to the number of five 
hundred of them to us to the water-fide. On our afking them who they wen.', they 
told us they were the Gagas, or Gindes, that came from the Sierra de Leon, and 
paffed through the city of Congo; and travelled to the eaftward of the great city of 
Angola, which is called Dongo. The great Gaga, their general, came down to the 
water-fide to fee us : for he had never feen any white man before, l ie a Iked, where- 
fore we came ; we told him we came to trade upon the coaft : on which lie bid us 
welcome, and invited us to come on fhore with our merchandize. In the courle of 
feven days we laded our fhips with the flaves we purchafed, which did notcoft us more 
than a rial each, which in the city would be worth twelve millie-reys. 

. Being ready to go away, the great Gaga requefted us to lend him our boat t o take 
Him and his men acrofs the river Coua, for he was determined to overrun the realm 
of Benguela which lay at the north-fide of that river, to which we confented, and 
went with him to his camp, which was entrenched with pales of wood. We had 
houfes and other accommodation provided for our reception. 

The next .morning, before day, die general had his Gongo, which is an inftrument of 
war like a bell, founded, and made an oration with a loud voice, accompanied with 
fuch courageous and vehement fpeeches, as could hardly be expe&ed amon-r fuch 
heathen people, declaring that he would deftroy the Benguelas : which fpeech had fuch 
an effeft on the people, that they immediately took to their arms and marched with him 
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to the river-fide, where he had provided Gigangos ; fuch was their ardour that the 
general was obliged to ufe force to reftrain it and keep them back. We carried over 
eighty men at a time, and with our mufquets beat off thofe who attempted to oppofe 
our landing, in which attempt fome were ilain : and about twelve o’clock all the Gagas 
had got over. 6 

Then the general commanded all his drums, Tauales, Gongos, and other warlike in- 
ftruments, to ftrike up, and give the onfet, which was made with fuch vehemence, 
that the Benguelas were forced to give way and turn their backs. A great num- 
ber were flain, and the reft, including women and children, made captives. Their 
leader the Prince Hombyangymbe, with more than a hundred of his chiefs, were 
killed, and their heads prefented to the great Gaga. The dead' bodies were eaten ; 
for thefe Gagas are great cannibals and man-eaters. 7 

They then took poffeffion of the country, and fettled in it. We traded with them 
five months, by which we were great gainers. But they were not contented to ftay in 
Benguela, though they were in want of nothing but palm-wine, for here there grow 
no palm-trees. 

At the expiration of five months they marched towards the province of Bambala to 
a great lord who is called Calicanfamba, whofe territory is five days’ journey up the 
country. In the courfe of thefe five months we made three voyages to the city of - 
St. .Paul, but on our return the fourth time we found they had left it. 

But being unwilling to reap no benefit from our voyage, we refolved to go up the 
country after them. For this purpofe fifty of us went on fhore, leaving our fhip riding 
in the bay of Benguela to wait for us till our return. After marching two days up the 
country, we came to a great lord called Mofarigofat, where we found the firft town we 
came to had been burnt by the Gagas, after having plundered it. To this Mofarigofat 
we fent a Negro we had bought of the Gagas to fay that he was left with us to take us to 
the camp. He bid us welcome through Tear of the great Gaga, but delayed the tima 
till the great Gaga had left his country. He then began to ufe delays to detain us, in 
hopes of making us ufeful to him in his wars : for never having feen any white people 
before, nor fire arms, he was in hopes from what he had heard, with our afliftance to 
make hitnfelf very powerful. Finding ourfelves thus fituated we confented, and by 
our means he overcame all his enemies, and returned to his town again, where we de- 
fined him to let us go away ; but this he refufed except we would promile to return, 
and in the mean-time leave a white man with him as a fecurity. 

The Portuguefe and Mulattoes being defirous of getting away, it was propofed to 
call lots who fhould ftay ; but many of them would not agree to it. At length they 
concluded to leave me, being a Angle Englifhman, which, through neceffity, I was 
obliged to comply with. They left me a mufquet, powder, and fhot ; promifing that 
in two months they would come back, and bring a hundred men to affift him in his 
wars, and to trade with him ; but all thefe protmfes were only made to get out of 
his hands, for they were all afraid of being detained as prifoners. Here I remained 
till the two months were expired, at the end of which time the others not returning I 
was very hardly ufed. 

The chief men of the town were for putting me to death, but the lord of the town 
would not confent to it, ftill hoping the others would return. Some time after I was 
giveu my liberty : for fome time I went from place to place fluffing for myfelf as well 
‘as I could ; but fearing they might at laft put me to death I ran away, purpofing to 
endeavour to find my way to the Gagas camp. 
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Having let out and travelled the whole night, the next morning I came to a largv* 
town fituated in a thicket. I was taken before the Lord Calhil, followed by a great 
concourfe of people who had never feen a white man before. Here I found foine of 
the great Gagas men, whom' I was very glad to. fee. 

The name of this town is Cafliil ; it is fo overrun with A.licondo, cedar, and'palm- 
trees, that the ftreets are darkened by them. In the middle of the town- Hands an 
image the fize of a man ; it Hands about twelve feet from the ground ; - and at the feet 
of this image- is a' circle of elephants’ teeth, pitched into the ground : and upon thefe 
teeth are placed a great quantity of the fculls of men which are killed in the wars, and 
offered to this image : at the feet of it palm-wine and goat’s blood arc poured as an. 
offering. This image is called Quefango. The people have great belief in it, and 
fwear by it ; and think, when they are il4 Quefango is offended with them. In many 
other parts of the town were fmall images with elephants’ teeth piled over them. 

The ftreets of the town- were paled with palm-canes in a very orderly manner: 
Thehoufes were in- the form- of a< bee-hive, and hung infide with mats very curioufly. 
wrought. On the fouth-eaft fide of the town was a Mokcfo,, which had more than 
three tons of elephants’ teeth piled over it. 

Being in fear of my life here, I- left the town in company with the Gagas nun, and' 
travelled with them two days, at the end of which we came to Calicanfamba, where 
the great Gaga lay encamped.. He bid me welcome to him. Among thefe cannibal:* 

I was willing to Hay, hoping they might travel' fo far to the weftward till we Humid 
come to the fea again, and be able to make my efcape from them by means of fume 
veflel* They remained here four months, having great abundance of cattle, corn, 
wine, and oil: continually triumphing, drinking, dancing, and oaring men’s flcfhjr 
this laft was a forrowful fight to me. 

At the end of the four months they marched towards the Sierras or high mountains 
of Cafhindcabar, which have large mines of copper in them : in their way they 
plundered and took ev'ery thing they liked: From thence they proceeded to the river 
Longa, which they paffed, and fettled thcmfelves in the town of Calango, where they 
remained five or fix months. From thence they went to the province of Tondo, and 
came to the river Gonfa, and marched on the fouth-fide of it to a lord that was called 
Makellacolonge, not far from the great city. of. Dongo. Here wc paffed over very 
high mountains, and. found it very cold. 

Having now fpent fixteen months among thefe cannibals, they marched to the weft- ■ 
• ward again, and' going along the river Gonfa, or Gunza, we came to a lord called 
Shillambanfa, uncle to the King of Angola. They burned his chief town, which, ac- 
cording to their manner, was very fumptuoufly built.. This place, we found very plea- 
lant and fruitful, and in it faw great quantities of peacocks, flying among the trees as 
well as other-birds. The old Lord Shillambanfa was buried in the middle of the town, 
and had' an hundred tame peacocks kept upon his grave : which peacocks he gave to 
his Mokefo, and they were called Angello Mokefo, that is, the devil’s or idol’s birds, 
and were accounted as holy things. There was great quantity of copper, cloth, and 
many other things laid upon his grave, according to the cuftom of the country. 

_ From this place we marched to the weftward, along the river Coanza, and came 
right to the Sierras or mountains of Cambande, or Sierras de Prata, where there is 
a perpendicular water-fall, which makes fuch a noife as to be heard at thirty miles 
diftance. We then entered the province of Cafama, and came to one of the greateft 
lords, who was called Langere. He obeyed the great Gaga, and took us to a lord called 
Cafoch, who was argreat warrior, who had about feven years before overcome the 
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Ufortuguefe, and killed eight hundred of them and forty thoufand Negroes who tided 
with them. This lord courageoufly withftood the Gagas in a great battle they fought 
the firft day ; after which we made a fconce or fence of trees after the manner of the 
country. We remained at war four months with thefe people. I was fo highly efteem- 
ed by the great Gaga on account of the execution I did with my mufquet, that I 
could have any thing I defired of him : and when we went out to battle, he would 
give charge to his people to be as careful of me as pollible, in confequence of which 
orders they would very often carry me in their arms to fave my life. In this place we 
were within three days journey of Maffangona, before-mentioned, where the Portuguefe 
have a fort. 

There were in the Gagas camp twelve captains, the firft called Imbe Calandola their 
general, a man of great courage. He makes war by enchantment, and takes the devil's 
counfel in all his exploits, to whom he is continually making facrifices, by which 
means he knows, or at leaft pretends to know, what fhall come to pafs.- He believes 
his death will only, happen in battle. They worfhip no images, but make ufe of. certain 
fuperftitious ceremonies. He has very ftriff laws for the government of his foldiers, 
for thofe who Ihew themfelves cowards by turning their backs to the enemy are put 
to death, and their flefli eaten. On the eve of a battle the general,- mounted, on a 
fcaffold, makes a warlike oration which encourages his people very much. 

It is the cuftom of thefe people wherever they pitch their camp, though it be- but 
for one night, to built a fort or barricade with wood, one part of the army being em- 
ployed In cutting down trees for that purpofe, which the other carries away and erefts 
the fort with. This fort is ere&ed in a circular form with twelve gates- to it, and each 
gate guarded by one of the twelve captains, with his foldiers ; and. in; the middle of 
the fort is the general’s houfe, well entrenched round about.. They build their houfes 
very elofe together j. and their bows, arrows, and. darts-, ftand out of. doors; and on 
any alarm they, run to their arms. Every company at their gate-keep very good watch 
in the night, beating, their drums andTauales-.. 

They tell of a river Lying to the fouthward. of the bay of Vaccas-that has great- quan-* 
titles of gold in it, of which they have gathered.a great deal- from the fand. which the 
heavy rains wafli down;, with fome of this gold the handles of their hatchets were 
ornamented, thefe ornaments being carved with copper ; they, even calk the ornaments 
copper, not feeming to make much account of the gold.. 

They like no country, but that which abounds in palm-trees, of the fruit and wine of 
which they are great lovers.. From the palm-trees they alfo have their oil. They take the 
wine in a different manner from, what the Jambandos do, who -have a. way of getting to 
the top of the tree without touching, it, and draw the wine from- thence in bottles. 
Thefe trees are about, fix or feven fathoms high, and have. no. leaves but at the top.. 
But the Gagas cut the trees down by the roots, which lay ten days in that maimer 
before they yield any wine,, at the end of which time they, make a fquare hole in the 
top and heari of the tree ; from whence they draw a quart morning and evening* 
during, the -fpaGer of twenty-fix days, when the tree dries up. 

When they fettle in any country, they cut down as many palm-trees as will ferve 
them for a month ; and then as many. more,, fo that in a Ihort time they impoverilh 
the country, which, they, then quit, for they ftay. no longer in a place than it will afford 
them the means of living ;. they then leave it and feek a frelh place. In harveft time 
they, feek out the moft fruitful part of the country, reap the corn, and take the cattle; 
for they will neither fow nor plant, nor be at the trouble of bringing up cattle for. 
themfelves ; depending on war for a fupply of what they want. When they, come to 
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any country they cannot overcome the firft day, they build their fort, and remain a 
month or more quiet, the general holding it for a maxim, that by doing fo he injures 
the inhabitants as much as if he made war on them, infomuch that many times the 
inhabitants of the country will come and attack them at their fort ; on which occafions 
the Gagas will not only defend themfelves bravely, but egg the others on for the Jpace 
of two or three days. At length, when the general thinks he has a good opportunity 
of returning the attack, he will previoufly fend fecrctly out a thoufand or more of his 
men to lay in ambulh ; then the Gaga marches out with his remaining force, as it were 
to attack their town, which the others perceiving march out to attack him; on which 
the Gaga, by the found of drums, &c. orders thofe in ambufeade to attack the cnemv 
in the rear, who finding themfelves thus unexpeftedly attacked behind, generally be- 
come an eafy prey to the fuperior addrefs and courage of the other party. The confe- 
quence of which is, the country becoming an eafy prey to the vktors. 

The great Gaga Calando has long hair, embroidered with many knots full of Bamba 
fhells of a very rich fort, and about his neck a collar of Mafoes, another fort of fhells 
found upon that coaft, and which are fold amongft them at the rate of twenty (hillings 
a (hell : and about his middle he wears Landes, which are heads made of ollriches’ 
eggs, belides a palni-cioth as fine as filk. His body is carved and cut in various marks, 
and every day anointed with the fat of human beings, lie wears a piece of copper 
acrofs his nofe, two inches long ; and likewile in his ears. His body is always painted 
red and white. He has twenty or thirty wives who follow him when he goes abroad ; 
one of them carries his bow and arrows, and four others his cups with drink ; and 
when he drinks they all kneel down, clap their hands, and ling. 

The women wear their hair tied, and (tuck full of Bamba-lhells ; and are anointed 
with civet. They draw out four of their teeth, two above, and two underneath ; this 
they reckon an addition to their beauty, and thole of them who do not do this are 
loathed by the reft, and not allowed to eat or drink with them. They wear great 
quantities of beads about their necks, arms, and legs ; and about their middles, filk. 

The women are very fruitful, but they enjoy none of their children, for as foon as 
a woman is delivered, the child is immediately buried alive ; fo that thofe people have 
no children of their own. But when they conquer a town, they take the boys and 
girls of thirteen or fourteen years of age, and bring them up and adopt them as their 
own : but the men and women they kill and eat. The boys they train up to war, and 
hang collars about their necks as a mark, which is not taken off till the wearer lias 
proved himfelf a man by bringing an enemy’s head to the general ; then the collar is 
taken off and he becomes free, and is called Gonfa, or foldicr : this makes them not 
only courageous but defperate, in order to become free and reckoned men. In the whole 
camp there were but twelve natural Gagas, and thofe were their captains ; and four- 
teen or fifteen women. It is about fifty years or more, fince they came from Sierra cle 
Leon, their native country. Their camp is compofed of fixteen thoufand ftrong, or 
more foinetimes. 

> When the great Gaga Calandola undertakes any great enterprise againft the inha- 
bitants of any country, he makes a facrifice to the devil, in the morning before fun- 
rife, in the following manner : — He fits on a (tool, with a man witch on each fide of 
him, with forty or fifty women Handing round him, holding in each hand a Zeucras, 
or wild-horfe’s tail, which they flourifli, finging at the fame time : behind them are a 
great number of Petes, Ponges, and drums continually playing. In the midfi of them 
is a great fire, on ( jvhich is an earthen pot with white powders in it, with which tho 
men-witches paint the great Gaga’s forehead, temples, acrofs the belly, and breaft, 

during 
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during which operation they make ufe of pong ceremonial and enchanting fpeeches. 
In this manner they continue till fun-fet, when the enchanters or witches brino- the 
great Gaga s Cafengala, which refembles a hatchet, put it into his hand, and bid him 
be rong sgainft his eneinies 5 for his IVIokefo is with him. Xhen a. male chPd is 
brought which the great Gaga kills; then four men are brought before him, two of 
which, as it happens, he alfo kills ; and the other two he orders to be killed 5 outfide 
the fort. 

When they bury the dead, they make a vault in the ground with a feat in it- the 
dead body has his hair ornamented, his body walhed and anointed with fweet powders 
and his heft apparel put on, and is brought in this manner between two men and 
placed on the feat in the vault, as if he were alive. He has two of his wives put with 
him with their arms broken, and then the vault is covered up. In this manner the 
inhabitants are buried, and have the greateft part of their goods buried with them ; and 
every month there is a meeting of the kindred of the dead man, who mourn and ling 
doleful fongs at his grave for the fpace of three days ; they kill goats, and pour the 
blood, and palm-tree wine, upon the grave. They ufe this ceremony as long as any 
of the kindred of the deceafed be alive. Thofe who have no kindred think themfelves 
unhappy when alive, becaufethey lhall have none to mourn for them after their deceafe. 
Thefe people are very kind one to another when in health, but in ficknefs abhor each 
other, and thofe in health will have no communication with the fick. 

At length the men-witches ordered me away, becaufe I was a Chriftian ; for the , 
devil had ordered it fo. On this occalion, five cows were ordered to be killed within ' 
the fort, and five without, with a like number of goats and dogs, and the blood of 
them fprinkled on . the fire; then the flefh of them is eaten with great feaftino- and 
triumph. And this ceremony is ufed many times by all the captains of their army. 

I found means to get to the afore-mentioned Portuguefe, with fome merchant-ne- 
groes who came to the camp to buy Haves. 


His Return to the Portuguefe ; Invafions of divers Countries ; Abufe ; Flight from, them , 
living in the Woods feveral Months ; his Jlrange Boat , and coming to Loango . ' 

HAVING left the Gagas, I came to Maffangano, where the Portuguefe have a gar- 
rifoned town. In this town was a new governor, named Sienor Juan Continbo, who 
had orders to get poffeflion of the mountains of Cambamba, in which were mines. To 
perform this fervice, -the King of Spain had allowed him feven years’ cuftom, of all 
the flaves and goods that were carried thence to the W eft-indies, Brazil, or elfewhere ; 
on condition that he flbould build three caftles ; one at Demba where the falt-mines 
are, another in Cambamba, where the falt-mines are, and the third in Babia das Vac- 
cas, or the Biy of Cows. This gentleman was fo bountiful at his arrival, that his 
fame wag fpread though all Congo, and many Mulattoes and Negroes came voluntarily 
to ferve him. After having been about fix months in the city, he marched to the Ou- 
taba of Tombe, and there Ihipped his foldiers in pinnaces, and went up the river Confa 
or Coanza, and landed at the Outaba of Songo, fixy miles from the fea. This lord 
Songo is next to Demba, where the falt-mines are, which contain fuch quantities of 
fait, that the greateft part of the country is clear fait, free from any earth mixed with 
it. It lies under the furface of the earth abput three feet like ice : they cut it out in 
blocks of about a yard long, and carry it up into the country, and is the belt com- 
modity that can be taken to traffic with. 
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Here the governor (laid ten days, and fent a pinnace to Maflangano, for all the bell 
foldiers that were there. The captain of die caftle fent me down among a hundred 
foldiers. I was taken notice of by the governor, who ufed me very well, and made me a 
ferjeant in a Portuguefe company. He then marched to Machimba, from thence to 
Cauo, and then to Malainbe, a great lord. Here we Jlaid four days, and were joined 
.by many lords. From thence we marched to a mighty lord called Auyoykayongo, 
who Hood in his defence with an army of more than fixty thoufaud men. The two 
.armies gave battle, and the victory remained with us. We made great (laughter among 
them, and took all the women and children captive, and got poffeflion of the town 
in which we fettled, finding it very pleafant, and full of cattle and proviiions. At the 
end of eight days our governor fell lick and died, leaving a captain to command in lus 
room. 

After having remained here about two months, wc marched towards Cambamba, 
which was three days’ journey, and came right again!! the Sierras de l’rata, and palled 
,the river Coanza, over-rail the country, and built a fort by the river- fide. Here I 
'ferved two years. They opened the filver-mines, which yielded hut a ihva.ll quantity 
of filver. The new governor was very cruel to his foldiers, lo that all the volunteers 
•left him, which prevented his proceeding any farther. About this time news was 
brought by forae Jefuits that the Queen of England was dead, and that King James 
had made peace with Spain. On which I prefented a petition to the governor, who 
confented I fhould return to my native country j as he and his train were going to the 
city of St. Paul, I went with them. 

The governor left five hundred foldiers in the fort of Cambamba, which they dill 
hold. I then went with a Portuguefe merchant to the province of Rumba, and front 
thence to the Onteiro or city, (landing on a mountain of Congo, from thence to G011- 
gon and Balta ; where we fold our commodities, and after an abfence of fix months 
returned to the city again 5 from whence I purpofed to have taken (hip for Spain, and 
from thence home to England. But the governor retraced his word, and ordered me 
to be ready in two days to go on another expedition to Auyoykayongo. As this go- 
vernor had ferved his three years, and another was expe&ed every day, I determined to 
abfent myfelf till the new governor’s arrival, and then return ; as every new governor on 
his arrival makes proclamation for all deferters and others to return with free pardon. 

That night I left the city with two Negro boys I had, who carried my mufquet, five 
pounds of powder, a hundred bullets, and what little (lore of provifion I could col left. 
By the morning I had got about twenty miles from the city, by the fide of the river 
Bengo. Here I ftayed fome days, and then paffed the river, and came to the river 
Daftde, lying to the northward on the way to St. Paul, with the intention of hearing 
news from thence, for which purpofe I fent one of my Negroes to enquire of thole 
■who paffed about the new governor, who brought me word to a certainty that the 
new governor Ihould not come this year. I was now put to my (hifts, whether I 
would return to the city and be hanged, for I had run away twice, or conceal myfelf 
in the woods. I determined on the latter, and lived in that manner a month, between 
the rivers Dande .and Bengo ; I .then went again to Bengo, to Mani Kafwea, paffed 
•over the river, and went to the lake of Cafanfa, about which is the greateft quantity 
wild beads, in any part of Angola. Near this lake I ftayed fix months, living upon 
dried nefh 9 fuch. as deer 5 roebucks^ &c. which I killed with nxy niufquot, mid dried 
the fle(h as the favages do, upon a hurdle three feet from tj?e ground, making under- 
neath a great fire, and laying upon the flefti green boughs which keep the fmoke and 
of the fire down and dry it# I made my fire with two little {ticks as the fevziges 
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do. Sometimes my Negro boys procured me fome Guinea wheat from the inhabitants, 
in exchange for pieces of dried fifh. The lake of Cafanza abounds with fifh of various 
forts \ I have taken up a fifli called Somb, which fkipped out of the water on fhore, 
four feet long. Thus, after having lived fix months on dried fifh and flefh, and feting 
no likelihood of an end to my bufferings, I endeavoured to hit upon fome mwm of 
getting away. 

In this lake are many iflands full of trees called Membre, which are as light and as 
foft as cork. Of thefe trees, by the help of a knife I had of the favages, I made a 
Jergado in the fafhion of a boat, nailed it with wooden pegs, and railed it all round 
to prevent the fea wafhing me out, and with a blanket I had I m a rie a fail, I likewife 
made three oars for rowing. Thus equipped, my two Negroes and I ventured our- 
felves upon the lake, which is eight miles over, and rowed to the river Bengo, and 
going down twelve leagues with the current to the bar, which is dangerous to pafs, 
owing to the roughnefs of the fea ; but having paffed it fafely, rowed into the fea, and 
failed along the coaft, which I was very well acquainted with, intending to go to the 
kingdom of Longo lying to the north : paffing the night at fea, next* day I few a 
pinnace failing before the wind from the city. When we came clofe together I found 
the mafter of her to be one of my old friends, and meffmates. He was bound to San 
Thome, and put of friendfhip took me in, and fet me on fhore at the port of Longo, 
■where I remained three years, and got into great favour with the King, owing to my 
killing him deer and wild-fowl with my gun. 


Of the Province o/Engoy, and other Regions of Loango, with the Manners and Ctiftoms of 

the King and People. 

FROM the point of the Palmar, which lies at the north fide of the river Zaire, is the 
port of Cabenda five leagues northward, where many fhips water and refrefh. This 
place is called Engoy, and is the firfl province of Longo. It is full of woods and 
thickets. Seven leagues northward of this, is the river Cacongo ; a very pleafent and 
fruitful place. Here is a great quantity of elephants’ teeth : and a boat of ten tuns may 
go up the river. 

The Mombales carry on great trade here, paffing the river Zaire in the night, it 
being then calm ; and take great quantities of elephants’ teeth to the town of Mani 
Sonna, and fell them at the' port of Pinda to the Portuguefe or other ftrangers. 

Four leagues from Cacongo is the river of Caye, or Longo Leuges. The town of 
Caye is one of the four feats of Longo : and then the Angra, or Gulf das Almadias. 
In this gulf or bay are a great number of canoes and fifhermen, owing to the fea being 
fmoother here than on the coaft. And two leagues northward is the port of Longo, 
which is, a fendy bay, in which a fhip may ride within mufquet-fhot of the fhore, in four 
or five fathom water. 

The town of Mani Longo is three miles from the water-fide, and ftands on a great 
plain. The houfes of the town are built under palm and plantain trees. The ftreets 
are very wide and long, and always kept clean fwept. The King refides on the weft 
fide, and in the front is a plain, where he affembles his people, on occafions of feaft- 
ing, making war, &c. From this plain runs a very wide ftreet in which is held a 
market every day. 

Their merchandize confifts of palm-cloths of various forts ; cattle, fifh, fowls, wine, 
oil, and corn. Here is alfo very fine logwood for dying, the root of which is reckoned 
von. xvi. u u the 
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the beft for that purpofe ; alfo Molangos or copper. They have likowifo great (tore 
of elephants’ teeth, but thefe are not fold in the market. The King has ten great: 
houfes, but is never feen but in one, which he comes to in the afternoon. r l’his houle 
is very large, and at twelve o’clock is full of his great men. They fit upon carpets on 
the ground. Gembethc laft King never ufed to foe or I peak to people till night : but 
the prefent one on the contrary does it by day. He partus moll: of his time with his 
wives. When he has entered thehoufe and is fe.it ed on a fort of throne, they dap 
their hands, and falute him, laying, in their language, “ Bytuie, Pcmbie, Ampola, 
Moneya, Qucfmge!” 

On the fouth-fide of the King’s dwelling is a row of houfes in a circular form, where 
his wives live; within this circuit no man dares enter under pain of death. In this 
place he has a hundred and fifty wives or more. If any man he found within the cir- 
cuit of this building, even fpcaking to a woman, they arc both brought to the market- 
place and their heads cut off, their bodies quartered, and lie; ex poled one day in the 
market-place. Getnbe the laft King had four hundred children by his women. 

When the King has a mind to drink, he has a cup of wine brought ; he (hat, brings 
it has a bell in his hand, and as foon as he has delivered the cup to the King, he turns 
his face from him and rings the bell, on which all prelbnt fall down with their bices to 
the ground, and continue fo till the King has drank. This would be a dangerous 
ceremony for any flrauger, not acquainted with the law, to be prefent at, which law is, 
that whoever fee the King drink fhall die. The King’s own fon, a boy of twelve years 
old, having inadvertently teen the King drink, immediately the King ordered him to 
be finely apparelled and feafted, after which he ordered him to ho cut in quarters, and 
carried about the city ; with a proclamation that he had feen the King drink. Ilis 
eating is much in the fame ftyle, for which he has a lioufe on purpofe, where his 
viQuals arc fet upon a Benia or table : which he goes to, and fluits the door ; when he 
has done, he knocks anil comes out. So that none ever fee the King; eat or drink, bur 
it is believed that if any one fhould, the King fhall immediately die. 

The King is honoured among them as though he were a God : and is called Sami nr 
andPango, which mean God. They believe he can let them have rain when he likes ; 
and once a year, in December, which is the time they want rain, the people come to 
beg of him to gralit it to them, on this occalion they make him p relents, and none 
come empty handed. He then appoints a day, when all the chiefs of his kingdom 
come to this meeting with all their troops, dreffed and appointed as they are when they 
go to war. When they are all come, the King comes forth into a J pack ms place, when' 
a carpet of fineenfacks, wrought like velvet and about fifteen fathoms in circuit, is 
fpread; and upon this carpet a feat raffed about a fathom front the ground. Then 
one of the chiefs comes forward with his bow and arrows, and fhews his ikill in the 
ufe of them, and then has fomc merry conceit or jell to play off to the King-, kneeling 
at his feet fomc time; for which the King thanks him. The reft of the chiefs do the 
fame thing. After which the King commands his Dcmbes or drums, fomc: of them 
fo heavy that a man can hardly carry one, others not fo large, to f trike up. lie has 
alfo great Pongos, which are his waiters, made of the largeft elephants’ teeth, hollowed 
and feraped thin, which play alfo ; and all together make a molt hideous noife. After 
they have parted fome time in this manner, the King rifes and Hands upon his throne, 
taking a how and arrows, and lets fly up in the air ; there is then great rejoicing for 
the reft of that day in hopes of having rain, which fometimes happens. 1 was prefent 
once at this ceremony, and as it happened they had abundance of rain the lame day, 
which ferved to confirm the people in their fuperflitious belief. 
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Sometimes there happens, though very rarely, to be born in this country a white 
child of Negro parents ; when this is the cafe, the child is prefented to the Eng, and 
is called Dondos : thefe children are brought up and initiated in the myfieries of witch- 
craft, and are always with the King. Of thefe are compofed the King’s witches. No 
one dares offend or meddle with thefe Dondos, in fuch awe do the people Hand of 
them ; and at market or elfewhere they may take what they pleafe without payment. 
The King of Longo has four of them. 

The King is alfo a witch, and believes in two idols which are in Longo ; the one is 
called Mokefo a Longo, and the other Checocke. This laH is a little black image, 
and Hands in a little houfe at a village called Kinga, at the landing-place of Longo. 
The houfe in which the former is kept Hands in the high- way, and thofe who pafs by- 
clap their hands as a mark of adoration or belief in the image. Craftfmen, filhermen, 
and others, make offerings to this idol, that it may be propitious to them in their under- 
takings. This Checocke comes fometimes in the night, and haunts fome even of his 
beft friends ; fometimes a man, fometimes a woman, or a boy, whichever it happens 
to be, is frantic for fome hours ; and whatever the frantic perfon fays, is fuppofed to 
be the will of Checocke, and upon this occafion there is a great feafiing and dancing. 

At Kinga there is another Mokefo called Gomberi, which is a woman’s name, and 
is kept in a houfe where an old witch lives, who is called Ganga Gomberi, which 
means the prieft of Gomberi. Here once a year a feaft is made, and Ganga Gom- 
beri fpeaks from under-ground. I have afked the Negroes what it is, who have told 
me that it is a ftrong Mokefo that is come to abide with Checocke. 

The children of this country are bom white, but change their colour in two days’ 
time to a perfeft black. For example, the Portuguefe who dwell in the kingdom of 
Congo, have fometimes children by the Negro women, and many times the father is 
deceived, thinking when the child is born it is his, but within two days it proves the 
child of a Negro man, which is a great difappointment to the Portuguefe, for they 
rejoice very much when their children turn out to be Mulattoes, even though they be 
baftards. 

The town of Longo Hands in the middle of the four governments, and is governed 
by four chiefs, which are fons of the King’s fiflers j for the King’s fons never come to 
be Kings. The firH is Mani Cabango, the fecoad Mani Salag, the third Mani Boek, 
the fourth Mani Cay, who is to be King, and has his court and train as a prince. 
Immediately on the death of the King he affumes the dignity, when Mani Boek takes 
his place, Mani Salag that of Boek, and Mani Cabango that of Salag. All thefe wait 
to be King in their turn. The mother of thefe princes is called Mani Lombo, and 
looked on as the firH woman in the kingdom. She chufes a hulband, and when tired 
of him puts him away, and takes another. Her children are highly honoured j and 
people, as they pafs them, clap their hands, which is the higheH mark of refpefl: in the 
country. Thefe governments confiH of fine champain ground, full of com and fruit. 
The people make a great quantity of very fine and curious palm-cloth. They are 
never idle, for even as they go along the fireets they make caps of needle-work. 

Two leagues from the town of Longo, at a place called Longeri, the Kings are 
buried* It is encompaffed round with elephants’ teeth pitched in the ground like a 
paling, and is ten roods in compafs. . 

They fuffer no white man to be buried in the land, and if any Portuguefe or other 
White who comes here in the courfe of trade, dies, his body is carried in a boat two 
miles from the fhore, and thrown into the fea. There was a Portuguefe gentleman 
who came to trade with them, and had a houfe on the fea-lhore j this gentleman died 
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and was differed to be buried ; at the end of about four months after, which was in De- 
cember ; it not happening to rain, their Mokcfo told them it was owing to the Ohriftian 
having been buried arnongft them, and ordered his remains to be taken up and thrown 
into the fea ; and three days after it rained, which circumflance ferved to confirm their 
belief in the devil. 


Of the Provinces of Bongo, Calongo, Mayotnbo , Matiikcfockc , Matim/m ; of the Ape- 
monjier Pongo, their Hunting, Idolatries; and divers other Obfcrvations. 

TO the eaftward of Longeri is the province of Bongo, bordering on Mococke, the 
great Angeca is King of this province. In it is great quantity of iron, palm-cloth, and 
elephants' teeth, alfo great plenty of corn. To the north-eafl is the province of Cargo, 
fourteen days’ journey from the town of Longo. This province is very mountainous 
and rocky ; very woody, with a great quantity of copper. The elephants’ reoth of 
th»s place arc of a fuperior quality, and in fitch great quantities that the people of Lon- 
go fetch a great deal from thence. 

Three leagues to the northward of Longo is the river Quelle, on the north fide of 
which lies the province Calongo. It is an open champain country, with the great dl 
part of it under tillage, and produces great plenty of corn, likcwife very line* honey. 
In it are two fmall villages, which ferve as marks to diflinguifh the port of bongo! 
Fifteen miles northward lies the river Noiubo. This river is fo Jhallow that there is 
no navigation on it. This province towards the caft borders upon Bongo; and to the 
north on Mayombo, which is nineteen leagues from Longo, along the coafl. 

The province of Mayombo is fo overgrown with wood, that one; may travel twenty 
days in the fhade, without being the Icaft incommoded by fun or heat. They have no 
tillage or grain of any fort, nor any kind of tamo cattle or fowls, the people living on 
the flefh of elephants, which they very much efteoni, and other wild beads ; plantains, 
a great variety of roots, which arc very good, and nuts ; they are well lupplied with 
fifh. Two leagues to the fouthward of Cape Negro, which is the port of Mayombo 
is a large iandy hay. Sometimes the Portuguefe lade logwood in this bay : into it runs 
a large navigable river named Banna; the navigation of which is fbmetimes impeded 
by a bar. In it are many inhabited illands. The woods are fo infefled with balloons, 
monkeys, apes, and parrots, that it is dangerous to venture alone among them. Hm> 
are alfo two kinds of monfters common, to thofe woods. The largeft of them is called 
Pongo in their language, and the other Engeco. The Bongo is in all his proportions 
like a man (except the legs, which have no calves), but are of a gigantic fize. Their 
faces, hands, and ears are without hair. Their bodies are covered, but not very thick 
with hair of a dunnifh colour. When they walk on the ground it is upright with 
their hands on the nape of the neck. They fleep in trees and make a covering over 
their heads to fhelter them from the rain. They eat no flefh, but feed on nuts and 
other fruits ; they cannot fpeak, nor have they any undemanding beyond Inftinit. 

■ > When the people of the country travel through the woods, they make fires in the 
night, and in the morning when they are gone, the Pongos will come and fit round it 
fall it goes out, for they do not pofiefs fagacity enough to lay more wood on. They 
go in bodies, and kill many Negroes who travel in the woods. When elephants hap- 
pen to come and feed where they are, they will fall on them, and fo beat them with 
their clubbed fills and flicks, that they arc forced to run away roaring. The grown 
Bongos are never taken alive, owing to their ftrength, which is fo great that ten men 
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cannot hold one of them. The young Pongos hang upon their mother’s belly, with 
their hands clafped about her. Many of the young ones are taken by means of {hoot- 
ing the mothers with poifoned arrows, and the young ones hang ing to their mothers, 
are eafily taken. ° 

The Morombes hunt and kill many little beafts with their dogs , thefe dogs cannot 
bark, they have wooden clappers about their necks, by the noife of which they are fol- 
lowed. The huntfmen have Petes or whittles, with which they call their dogs. The 
dogs in all this country are very fmall, with pricked ears, and for the moft part of a 
red and dun colour. The Portuguese maftiff, or any other dog that barks, is greatlv 
efteemed ; 1 have known one to be fold for thirty pounds. ° ° 

In the town of Mani Mayambo is a Fetiffo called Maramba, which ftands in a high 
baiket, {haped like a bee-hive, and over it a houfe which they call his religious houfe. 
In him they believe, . and keep his laws, and carry his reliques about with them. He 
and others of the like fort are witches, and make ufe of their witchcraft for hunting 
and killing elephants, recovering fick and lame people, forecafting favourable or unfa- 
vourable journeys. By this Miramba are all murders and thefts tried, for in this country 
they fometimes bewitch one another to death. And when any one dies, his neighbours 
are brought before Maramba ; and ihould it be a great man that has died, the whole town 
is fummoned to appear. When they come before Maramba, they kifs and clafp him 
in their arms and fay ; « Emeno eyge bembet, Maramba that is, “ I come to be 
tried, O Miramba.” And if any one be guilty, he immediately falls down dead ; a nd 
if any one of them who had fworn has killed any one, though it had been twenty years 
back, he immediately falls down dead. And fo it is in any other matter. From this 
place to as far as the Cape de Lopo Gonfalves, the people are all alike fuperftitious. I 
was twelve months here and faw many die in this way. 

Thefe people are circumcifed, as they are through all" Angola, except the kingdom- 
of Congo, who are Chriftians. And thofe that will be fworn to Maramba, come to the 
chief Gangas, which are their priefts, or men-witches ; as well as boys of twelve years 
of age, and men and women. The Gangas puts them into a dark houfe, and there 
they remain certain days upon very hard diet ; after this they are all let abroad, and 
commanded not to fpeak for certain days, what injury foever might occur to them. ; 
thus they fuffer great hardfhips before they are fworn. Laftly, they are brought before 
Miramba, and have two marks cut upon both their {boulders, like a half-moon ; and 
are fworn by the blood that drops from them, that they will be true to him. A certain 
kind of meat, alfo fifli, and many toys, are forbidden to them. And if they eat any of 
this forbidden meat, they prefently ficken and never recover. All of them carry a 
relique of Maramba in a little box and hang it about their necks, under their left arm. 
The lord of the province of Mayombo has the enfigns or colours of Maramba carried 
before him wherever he goes, and on fitting down it is placed before him ; and when 
drinking his palm-wine, the firft cup is poured out at the foot of the Mokefo or idol ; 
and when he eateth any thing whatfoever, the firft piece he throws towards his left 
hand with enchanting words. 

From Cape Negro northerly, lives a great lord called Mani Seat, who has the 
largeft {lores of elephants’ teeth of any lord in the kingdom of - Longo ; then his people 
pradife nothing elfe but how to kill elephants, and two of thofe Negroes with their 
darts eafily kill an elephant. Great {lores of logwood are found here. 

There is another lord towards the eaft who is called Mani Kefoch ; he relides eight 
days’ journey from Mayambo. Here I was with my two Negro boys, to buy elephants’ 
hair and tails, and in a month I bought twenty thoufand, which I fold to the Portu- 
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guefe for thirty flaves, and all my charges in the bargain. From this place I font 
one of my Negro boys to Mani Seat with a looking-glafs ; he edeemal it much, and 
fent me four elephants’ teeth (very great), by his own men; and doliivd me to caufe 
the Portuguefe, or any other (hip, to come to ihe northward ol Cape Negro, and he 
would by fires appoint a landing-place, for there was never yet any Portuguefe or other 
ftranger in that place. 

To the north-eall of Mani Kefoch, are a kind of little people* called Mali in has ; who 
are no bigger than boys twelve years old, but are very thick, and live only upon llelli, 
which they kill in the woods with their bous and darts. They pay tribute to Mani 
Kefoch, and bring all their elephants’ teeth and tails to him. They do not enter the 
hordes of the Marambas, nor fuller them ro come where they dwell. And i! by 
chance aMaramba, or people of Longo, pals where they dwell, they for lake that place 
and go to another. The women carry bows and arrows as well as (he men, and walk 
fingle in the woods to kill the Pongos with their poilbnal arrows. I have allied the 
Marambas, whether the elephant Iheddcth his teeth or not, and they laid no. But 
fometimes they find thofe teeth in the woods, but they find bones all'o. 

When any man is iulpccted for an offence, he is carried before the King, or before 
Mani Bomma, who is a judge under the King. And if he denies matters, not. to be 
proved except by their oath, then this fufpettod perlon fwears thus They have a kind 
of root which they call Imbando ; this root is very Itrong, and is (craped into water. 
The virtue of this root is, that if they put too much into the wafer, the perlon that 
drinketh it cannot avoid urine : and lb it ftrikes up into the brain, as if he was drunk, 
and he falls down as if he was dead. And thofe that fall are counted guilty, and arc 
punifhed. 

In this country none on any account dieth, but they kill another for him: for they 
believe they die not their own natural death, but that fotne other has bewitched them 
to death. And all thofe are brought in by the friends of the dead whom they fulputi: ; 
fo that there many times come five hundred men and women to take the drink, made 
of the forefsud root Imbando. They are brought all to the high-direct or market- 
place, and there the mailer of the Imbando fits with his water, and gives every one a 
cup of water by one meafure ; and they arc commanded to walk in a certain place till 
they make water, and then they are free. But he that cannot urine prefeully falls 
down, and all the people, great and finall, fall upon him with their knives, and beat and 
cut him into pieces. But I think the witch that gives the water is partial, and gives to 
him whofe death is defined the ftronged water, but no man of the bye-danders can per- 
ceive it. This is done in the town of Longo, almod every week throughout the year. 


Of the Zebra and Hippopotamus. — The Portuguefe Wars in thofe Parts.-~-The Fifhing , 

Grain, and other things remarkable. 

IN this kingdom there is no kind of tame cattle but goats ; no other caftlo will 
live here. Oxen and kine have been brought hither, but they prefently die. Mens 
in this place do fo abound that one may buy thirty for the worth of fixpence in beads. 
Pheafants, partridges, and wild fowls are plentiful. Here in-land lives a kind of 
a fowl bigger than a fwan, and they are like an heron, with long legs and long necks, 
and is white and black, and has in its bread a bare place without feathers, where it 
ftrikes with the bill. This is the right pelican, and not thofe feu-birds which the 
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Portuguefe call pelicans, which are white and as big as geefe, and thofe abound in this 
country alfo. 

Here is found the Zevera or Zebra, which is like an horfe ; but its mane, tail, and 
ftreaks of divers colours down its fides and legs makes a difference. Thefe Zebras 
are all wild and live in great herds, and fuffer a man to come within {hot of tnem, and 
let Ihoot three or four times at them before they run away. 

Moreover there are great numbers of fea or river-horfes, which feed always on the 
land, and live only by grafs, and they are very dangerous in the water. They are the 
biggeft creature in this country except the elephant ; they have great ftrength in the 
claws of their left forefoot, and have four claws on every foot like the claws of an ox. 
The Portuguefe make rings of them, and they are a good remedy for the flux. 

The Portuguefe make war againft the Negroes in this manner. They have from 
Congo a nobleman, who is known to be a good Chriftian and of good behaviour ; he 
brings with him out of Congo forne hundred Negroes as his followers. This Macicango 
is made Tandala or general over the black camp ; and has authority to kill, to put 
down lords, and make lords, and has all the chief doings with the Negroes. And 
when any lord comes to obey ; firft, he appears before the Tandala bringing him pre- 
fents, in Haves, kine, and goats. Then the Tandala carries him to the Portuguefe 
governor, and prefents two flaves to the governor’s page before he goes in. Then he 
mull have a great gift for the governor, which is fometimes thirty or forty {lives and 
cattle befides. And when he comes before the governor, he -kneels down and claps 
his hands, and falls down with his face on the ground, and then he rifes and fays : “ I 
have been an enemy, and now 1 proteft to be true, and never more to lift my hand 
againft you.” The governor then calls a foldier who has deferved a reward, and gives 
the lord to him. This foldier fees that he has no wrongs, and that the lord acknow- 
ledges him to be his mafter ; and he maintains the foldier, and makes him rich. Alfo 
in war he commands his mafter’s houfe to be built before his own j and whatfoever he 
has taken that day in the war, he {hares with' his mafter. So that there is no Portuguefe 
foldier on any account, but he has his Negro Sova or lord. 

They ufe upon this coaft to filh with harping-irons, and wait upon a great filh that 
comes once a day to feed along the {hore, which is like a Grampus. He runs very near 
the Ihore, and drives great {hulls of filh before him ; and the Negroes run along the 
Ihore, as faft as they are able to follow him, and ftrike their harping-irons round about 
him, and kill great ftore of fi{h, and leave them upon the fand till the fifli has done 
feeding ; and then they come and gather their filh up. This filh will many times run 
himfelf on ground, but they will prefently Ihew him off again, which is as much as 
-four or five men can do. They call him Emboa, which is in their fpeech a dog, and 
and will by no means hurt or kill any of them. Alfo they ufe in bays and rivers, 
where {hoal water is, to filh with mats, which are made of long ruflies, and they make 
them of an hundred fathoms long. The mats fwim upon the water, and have long 
ruflies hung upon one edge of the mat, and fo they draw the mat in compafs, as we 
do our nets. The fifties, .fearing the ruflies that hang down, fpring out of the water, 
and fall upon the mat that lies flat on the water, and lo they are taken. 

There are four forts of corn in Longo : the firft 5 is called Mafanga, and it grows 
upon a ftraw as big as a reed, and has an ear a foot long, and is like hemp feed. The 
fecond is .called Mafembala ; this is of great increafe, for of a kernel fpring four or five 
ears, which are ten feet high, and they bear half a pint of corn a-piece. This grain is 
as big as tares and very good. Thirdly, they have another that grows low like grafs, 
° " * and 
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and is very like muftard-fccd ; this is the belt. They have alfo the great Guinea wheat, 
which they call Maf-impota ; this is the lead eltcemcd. 

They have very good peafe, fomewhat bigger than ours ; but they grow not as curs 
do. For the pods grow on the roots underneath the ground ; and by their leaves 
they know when they are ripe. They have another kind of peafe, which they cal! 
Wandos ; this is a little tree ; and the firjfl year when planted, it bears no fruit:, but 
after it bears fruit three years, and then it is cut down. 

Their plantain trees bear fruit but once, and then arc cut down ; and out of the root 
thereof fpring three or four young ones. 

They have great ftorcs of honey, which hangs in the Elicandy trees. They gather 
it with an hollow piece of wood or cheft, which they hang in the top of the tree, and 
once a year it is full, by fmoke rewarding the laborious creatures with robbery, exile, 
and death. 

This Alicunde or Elicandy tree is very tall and exceeding great j forae as big as 
twelve men can fathom, fpreading like an oak ; fome of them are hollow, and from the 
liberal ikies receive fuch a plenty of water, that they arc hofpital entertainers of thoufands 
in that thirfty region. Once have I known three or four thoufand remaining at one of 
thofe trees, and thence receiving all their watery provifions for twenty-four hours, 
and yet not empty. The Negroes climbed up with pegs of hard wood (which the 
. Elicandy tree being fofter eafily received, the fmoothnefs not admitting other climbing), 
and I think that fome one tree holds forty tuns of water. This tree affords no lei's bounti- 
ful hofpitality to the back than belly, yielding (as her belly to their bellies) her back 
to their backs ; excepting that this is better from the younger trees, whole tender 
barks being more feafonable for difeipline, arc foundly beaten (for man’s fault, whence 
came the firfl: nakednefs), whereby one fathom cut from the tree, is extended into 
twenty, and is prefently fit for wearing, though not fo fine as the Inzanda tree yields. 
This tree yields excellent cloth from the inner bark thereof, by like beating. Of their 
palm-trees, which they keep with watering and cutting every year, they make velvets, 
fattins, taffatas, damafks, farcencts, and fuch like; out of the leaves clcanJeil and 
purged, drawing long even threads for that purpofe. They dnnv wine, (as it is 
laid) from the palm-tree; there is another kind of palm-tree, which bears a fruit good 
for the ftomach, and for the liver moft admirable. 

One crocodile was fo huge and greedy, that it devoured an Alibamba, that is, a 
chained company of eight or nine Haves. I have feen them watch their prey, haling in 
general man or .other creatures into the water. 
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Written originally in Dutch by William Bosman, Chief Faftor for the Dutch at the Caftle ef 
St. George d’Elmiaa. And now faithfully done into Englifh.* 


THE AUTHOR^ PREFACE. 

T T is a common cuftom among authors, to ufher in their writings with a Preface ; which 
fome look upon as a mere ornament of no great importance, and others as a neceffary 
appendage, both for fetting forth the fubjed, method, and defign of the performance, 
and for giving the reader an opportunity to blow the qualifications of his author : and 
it is the latter of thefe that I here join with. 

The world is at prefent fo overftocked with books, that it is almoft impoffible to 
bring any new thing to light, unlefs another new world were difcovered ; the countries 
and people in all parts of the world, being already defcribed by various authors. But 
it was an ancient faying among the Romans, that Africa always produces fomething 
new ; and, to this day, the faying is very juft ; for the coaft of Guinea, which is part 
of Africa, is for the moft part unknown, not only to the Dutch, but to all Europeans, 
and no particular defcription of it is yet come to light ; nor, indeed, any thing, but a 
few fcraps fcattered in books written upon other fubjeds, moft of which are contrary 
to truth', and afford but a forry &etch of Guinea. 

Being a lover, from my youth, of the defcriptions of travels and voyages, and ac- 
counts of foreign countries, I quickly took a diftafte at fuch authors as palmed preca- 

* London, 1705. 
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rious reports upon the world for certain truths ; and, having never fibred out of their 
native country, take all for truth that is handed to them from abroad, ami recommend 
it as fuch to the world : in imitation of Arillotle, who, being ordered by Alexander (as 
the ftory goes) to write of the nature of animals, grounded and completed his peribrm- 
ance upon the report of every traveller he could meet with. In thole days, when the 
world was not lb well known as it is now, that fort of writing might go down : but: now- 
a-days a man of fenfewill fcarcely venture upon it, confidering that his advances will be 
cotnpaflecl by a variety of travellers, and where he departs from what they line! to be- 
the real truth, he will he expofed for a fabulous author. In this country of Holland, 
we have had particularly two fuch writers in the lall century, who Id. forth many books, 
and are now fo well known by the bulkinefs of their writings, and the maimer of their 
performances, that it is needleJ's to fay more of them than this, that: the world does 
them jultice enough if they credit but one .half of what they write upon foreign f'ub- 
je£ts, without derogating from what credit is due to their works that relate to our own 
country ; for which fubjecl they are very well qualified. 1 could not. forbear oppoling 
them upon fome heads, and publishing the truth of what, they have mifreprefented'; 
and, iu fo doing, 1 reckon I have clone fome fervice. And if they are fo touched with 
my freedom as to take me to talk (according to their threats.), 1 am well allured that at 
lealt they thall not fix any falfehood upon me. 1 had always a longing- defire to go and 
fee what I read of in books; and, during my fourteen years flay upon the coal l of 
Guinea, t had an opportunity of latislying my deOre, there being few or fcarcely any 
places upon the coafl, where I have not Haul for fome time, and can now (peak of 
with experience. 

And while l thus gratified my own curiolity, 1' conlidered that man was created not 
for himfclf alone, but likewife to ferve his neighbour ; and that the fined things bib 
their greatell fplcndour by being fmothcred in the break of one man : upon this con- 
Adoration, I reckoned myfelf bound to impart to my countrymen what I have beheld 
with pleasure ; and that the rather, that I was deftred Jo to do by my very good friend 
to whom the enduing letters, are acldrcflfed. Though my friend’s demand was contrary 
to my inclination, yet 1 cheerfully complied with it ; only 1 had fome wandering re- 
flexions upon the reafons alledged in my iir/t letter, particularly that of my unpulifihed 
way of expreffing myfelf. But confidering I do not publilh this for a piece of eon linn- 
■ mate rhetoric, but only to fatisfy thole who are curious in this way, I hope to he ox- 
cuf^d. My foie defign is to gratify thofe who are moved with the fame curiolity that 
influenced me, or may hereafter have an opportunity of being concerned on the coall 
of Guinea; to gratify them, I lay, with a diltind account of the difpofiuon and con- 
ftitution of thofe countries, and the various opinions that prevail there. This is my 
aim, and I hope I fhall in fome meafure compafs it. In fine, if what l have here pub- 
lifhed can be of the lealt ufe, I Ihall reckon myfelf richly rewarded for tny pains. 

At firft I had .contrived this work, fo as to divide it into five books, treati'im of fo 
many feveral.fubjefts. The firft, of the difpofition of the Gold Coalt ; its ‘extent, 
divifion, fertility, and the employment or livelihood of the inhabitants. Thu I'econd, 
of the inhabitants in general ; their genius, cuftoms, manners, religion, government, 
and habitations, with what relates thereunto. The third, of the trade of the coait ; 
how it is earned on by jhe Dutch Company and the other Kuropcans, and how the 
Negroes aX their part in it. The fourth, of the animals of the country ; whether 
. wild or tame, as quadrupeds, reptiles, infeXs, and fowl, befidcs the filh, the plants, 
and the fruits. 1 he fifth, of the kingdoms of Ladingcour, Coto, the two Popos, and 
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the charming country of Fida: with a conclufion, defcribing a coafting voyage per- 
formed by me in the year 1698. 

But fince, having the opportunity to fend the whole matter of the above-mentioned 
five books, in feveral letters to my very good friend, I chofe to alter the divifion, and 
draw it all up in twenty Letters, including in each as much as the conveniency of time 
allowed. To thefe twenty letters there are two more annexed, which were wrote to 
me by two perfons in our fervice, and relate to the countries where they were employed, 
and where I had never been. This new divifion, I hope, will not be unacceptable to 
the reader, in regard that every letter {till prefents him. with fomething that is new. I 
mull own it pleafes me better than the firft. 

For fome time after I begun this work, I was much troubled that there was not a 
man on the coaft that could draw and defign : but after I had gone a great way in it, 
there came one to the coaft that was verfed in that art, upon which I immediately fet 
him to work, upon drawing all the forts (Dutch, Englifh, and Danilh,) to the eaft of 
Elmina j and, for his greater conveniency, I made the journey with him myfelf, being 
fent by our general upon affairs relating to our trade. The animals, which upon my 
order were brought to us, he drew by the life ; and the forts he drew with a juft re- 
gard to perfpe&ive. But death, which fpares no man, vifited my draughtfman, juft 
when we were ready to take another journey to the weft of Elmina. In a few days’ 
time he was well and dead ; and fo left me provided only with the half of what I de- 
figned, there being no other draughtfman on the coaft. 

I have purpofely affected brevity, otherwife I could have drove out to a bulky vo- 
lume : but, confidering that it is tedious and naufeous to dwell long upon one thing, I 
prefume the reader will be thereby gratified. 


A DESCRIPTION, &c. OF .GUINEA. 

LETTER I. — Treating of the Gold Coaji in general and the Country of Axirn in parti- 
cular, the Settling of the Dutch and Brandenburghers there , the imprudent Ccndudt of 
the latter upon this Coaji ; of Rio de Cobre , and the unhappy Accident that happened 
to a Fort there. 

Sib, 

yOUR agreeable of September ift 1700, was feafonably handed to me by Captain. 
1 N.N., by which lam perfeftly fatisfied, that, through your diligence and con- 
dudt, my affairs are brought to a happy iffue. The leaft I can do, is to thank you, 
with affurance that I will flip no opportunity of making the beft returns I am capable 
of in requital of fuch unufual fervices : indeed I am very unfft to do it in the way you 
oblige me to ; you exa.dc from me an accurate defcription of this country, and though 
by my long refidence here, I am, or at leaft ought to be in fome meafure acquainted 
vnth it, yet there are feveral reafons which I might alledge in excufe ; among which 
no fmall ones are, that my infufficiency and unpolifhed way of expreffing myfelf renders 
me urrcapable to reprefent things in their juft propriety and connexion ; but what I have 
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yet to offer requires my more ferious confideration, whether, being attually in the forvice 
of our Weft India Company, it is confiflcnt with my duty to difeover the Hate of their 
affairs ; being very dubious on this head, I could have heartily wifhed you would have 
fpaml me this heavy talk, fearing it was what might contribute to make you, as well) 
as inyfelf, unealy. But at lafl, rcfletting on your fricndfhip, and the: obligation receiv- 
ed, I fooxi flopped over tilde and till other difficulties, and am rcfolved to endeavour 
your fatisfattion, upon protnife that your ufual good-nature will exculb my incorrett 
ftyle; and roll affured, that, however 1 luccoed, a fiaccro intention to oblige you to- 
the uunoft, is never wanting. 

Returning to yours, I find your curiofity extends itfelf primarily to that country, 
where your nephew was laft placed by the general : in anl wvr to which, bo plealed to 
take the following account. — This country, called Axim, is cultivated and abounds* 
with numerous, large, and beautiful villages, all extraordinarily populous ; feme of 
which are fituate on the lea- f I10 re, and others farther on the main land; the mod con- 
lidcrable amongft the former lie under the Brand ouburghian and Dutch forts, of which 
the latter is by much the bell. 

Our fort here is obliged for ins prefent name of St. Anthony to the Portuguefe, who 
were its find matters; but Anno 1642, were driven from this and levcral other places 
by our countrymen: and indeed, formerly the Portuguefe ferved for Jetting-dogs to 
fpring the game, which, as foon as they had done, was feized by others. But ’to return 
to our fort, which was not great, but neatly and beautifully built as well as llt oiig and 
conveniently fituated: it is provided with three good batteries, bolides bread- works, 
out-works, and high walls on the land fide, as well as a fuiliciont quantity of guns ; 
and if it were well ttored with provilions, might hold out againft a lining army of the 
natives. I am heartily forry 1 cannot fend you a draught of it, becaulb the main artitt, 
who was about it, died before it was half fmifhed ; for which reafon you are not to ex- 
pc£l fo much as a fkctch of any fort well: of Elmira, but the drawings of thole eadward 
are at your lervice. 

You cannot be ignorant that your nephew is made principal fatter by Mr.N.N., 
who is intruded by the Company as well as the general, with an abfblutc power over 
that whole country ; the inhabitants being reduced to that entire lubjettion, that they 
dare not rcful'c, ,biit are firmly bound to lerve the fattor to the utmott with what the 
country affords ; nor dare they decide any judiciary cafe without his cognizance, he 
heing a fort of. chief jutticc appointed to punilh even the chief of the Negroes, according 
to the. cuftom of the country ; but of their laws I intend ( if I live long enough) a more 
particular account. But at prefent, before I proceed any farther, I fhall prefent you 
with a fmall fkctch of the Guinea Coaft, efpecially that called the Gold Coatt, and what 
is poflefied either by our own countrymen, or other Europeans. 

Guinea is a large country, extended fcveral hundred miles, abounding with innumer- 
able kingdoms, and feveral commonwealths. 

_ Several authors have represented Guinea as a mighty kingdom, whofe prince by his 
vittorioufnefs had fubdued numerous countries, and crettcd their whole extent of land 
into one mighty kingdom, which he called Guinea : how great this miftake is, I" hope 
to evince to you ; fince the very name of Guinea is not fo much as known to the natives 
here, nor the imaginary Guinea monarchy yet to be found in the world. 

, Gold Coaft being a part of Guinea, is extended about fixty miles, beginning 
'With the Gold River three miles weft of Affine, or twelve above Axim, and ending 
with the village Ponni, feveix or eight miles call of Acra,. ° 

7 I am 
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I am unwilling to detain yon with a defcription of the tract of land betwixt Affine 
and Rio, or the river Cobre, about a mile above our fort ; fince the trade of that place 
is at prefent fo inconfiderable that it is very little frequented, though ninp or ten years 
ago its commerce was in a flourilhing Rate ; but fince the golden country of Affine 
(from whence gold was brought thither) was conquered, and almoft devaftated, the 
Dmckin-rafe traffic has run at a low ebb, and the little gold duft which is brought thi- 
ther is either fophifticated or of very fmall value : wherefore I {hall {leer my courfe 
along the Gold Coaft, and without confidering the rank of precedence, take them fairly 
as they lie in my way, and defcribe them as well as the compafs of a letter will permit. 

The countries from the Ancoberfian River to the village Ponni, are eleven in num- 
ber, viz. Axim, Ante, Adorn, Jabi, Commani, Fetu, Saboe, Faatyn, Acron, Agnnna^ 
and Aquamboe ; each containing one, two, or three towns or villages, lying upon the 
fea-fhore, as well under, as betwixt the forts of the Europeans ; their greatef! 2nd moft' 
populous towns being. generally farther on land. Seven of thefe are kingdoms, go- 
verned by their refpedive Kings ; and the reft being governed by fome of the principal 
men amongft them, feem to approach nearer to commonwealths : but I {hall give you a 
more particular account of them hereafter, and in order thereto at prefent begin with 
Axim ; which, as the notion of power runs here, was formerly a potent monarchy, bur 
the arrival of the Brandenburghers divided the inhabitants, one part of them putting 
themfelves under the protection of the new comers, in expectation of an eafier 
government and loofer reins, in which they were not miftaken, as the confequence 
evinced ; but the other part, which were the moft honed and leaft changeable. Raid 
under our government. But if we take a view of this country before this time, we {hall 
find it to be extended fix miles in length, computing from the mentioned Rio Cobre, 
(Ancober, or the Serpentine River, fo called by the Portuguefe, from its intricate wind- 
ing and inlandTourfe of twenty miles) to the village Boefwa, a mile weft of our forr, 
near the village of Boutry. 

The Negro inhabitants are generally very rich, driving a great trade-withthe Euro- 
peans for gold, which they chiefly vend to the Engliffi and Zealand interlopers, nor- 
withftanding the fevere penalty they incur thereby; for if we catch them, their fo 
bought goods are not only forfeited, but a heavy fine is laid upon them : not deterred 
I fay by this, they all hope to efcape ; to effedt which, they bribe our {laves (who are 
let as watches and fpies over them) to let them pafs by night ; by which means we are 
hindered from having much above an hundreth part of the gold of this land. And the 
plain reafon why the natives run this rifque of trading with the interlopers, is, that their 
goods are fometim.es better than ours, and always to be had one third part cheaper ; 
whereby they are encouraged againft the danger, very well knowing;, that a fuccefsful 
correfpondence will foon enrich them. 

Thefe interlopers are feveral of them fitted out by private merchants in 'Holland to 
drive this trade ; which is in effect, to rob the Weft India Company of the advantage of 
their Placaat or patent obtained from the States-General, which empowers them to 
trade on this coaft, exclufive of all others ; and of punching all offenders againft this 
right with the lofe of life and goods ; all their fhips, in cafe they feize them, being free 
prize : but though in my time we have taken feveral of them, the law has not been ■ 
rigorpufly put in execution, but we, generally content ourfelves with making examples • 
of fome of the ring-leaders in terrorem ; and when they are feized, fome one or other 
of the Company’s officers find it their intereft to let them flip through their fingers. 
But not to accufe any body, fince every one hath his frailty, let- us return to the inha- 
bitants of Axim, whom we find induftrioufly employed either in trade, fiihtng, or agrk 
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culture, and that is chiefly excrcifed iu the culture of rice, which gro\vs here above all 
other places in an incredible abundance, and is traufpojrted hence all tin? Cold Coalt 
over. The inhabitants in lieu returning full fraught with millet, jimmies, potatoes, and 
palm oil; all which are very rare here, for the foil is naturally moill, and though fit to 
produce rice, and fruit trees, doth not kindly yield other fruits. 

13ut having already hinted i'omething relating to the lirandenlnirghers, it will not, 
I hope, be tedious to particularize a little on their prefent date. Their principal for- 
trefs is not above three miles call of our fort St. Anthony, and is called JKralerics- 
burgh ; it is fituate on the hill Mamfro near the village Pocquefoe, and is handfoino and 
realbnably large, ilrengthened with four large batteries lurnifhod with forty-fix pieces 
of ordnance, but too flight anti fniall ; the gate of this fort is the moll: beautiful on all 
the coaft, but proportionably much too large for the llrudture, Jb that lilt* garrifou looms 
to have an equal right with the burghers of Mimic, to the advice that they fhoultl keep 
their gate dole Unit for fear the fort fhould run away. On the ('all fide it hath a 
beautiful out-work, which deprives the fortrd's of a great part of its llreugth, where- 
fore it would be oafily gained if attacked on this fide ; befides which, the greatell 
fault in this building is, that the bread-works are built no higher than a man’s knee, 
and the men thereby arc continually expofed dclencelefs to the flint from without ; 
which is no (mail inconvenience in wars with the Blacks, for no perlbii can come upon 
the batteries, but the Negroes oafily reach him with a mufquot-lliot: for the red, the 
building part is not to be objected againd, and is provided with a great many fine 
dwellings within. 

The commander-in-chief of this ibrt, and indeed of all the poflollions of the Bran- 
denburghors on this coad, confiding of two lbrts and a lodge, takes the title of 
director-general under His Electoral Highnefs of Brandenburgh and his African com- 
pany. For fome time pad their commanders and fervants, except common foldicrs, 
have been mod part Dutch, who in imitation of our nation have always aimed at an 
abfolute dominion over the Blacks ; hut never could yet accomplifh their end, being' 
hitherto hindered by their inteftine didendons and irregularities, or the villainous nature 
of their Negroes, who, having moltly lied from us on occafion of crimes committed by 
them, have taken refuge under them. v 

In the time of my rcfidencc here 1 can remember feven of their diretlors ; the firlt, 
John Nyman, an Embdener, a man of found judgment, good fenfe, and grout; expe- 
rience, who difeharged his office with the greateft fidelity and good conduct, by which 
means he quitted this country with a great deal of honour, and left a very good name 
behind him : he was fucceeded by John and Jacob Ten-Hooft, the fat her and foil, who 
both acquired a large lhare of reputation, and kept their fubordinatos in due decorum, 
elpecially the fon, who by good-nature and a civil addrels gained the aflettion of the 
Blacks, and had every body atjhis devotion : by which means he eftablifliod the Bran- 
denburghian affairs in a njiielf better condition than any before him ; and as they never 
had a better governor, "to it is very much to be doubted, they will repent the time when 
they removed him, and appointed Gyfbrecht van Hoogveldt in his place, who before 
had beerHf&or in our fervice at Axim, where he treated thofo under him lb ill, that 
General Joel Smits and the council were obliged to difeharge and lend him from the 
Coafly as incapable of their fervice. However, being now comnumder-iu-chief, to 
reconcile himfelf. to the offended Negroes his old enemies, he granted them Jeveral 
franchifes and privileges, which ferved not only to, leffen the power of the Branden- 
burghers, and lay the firft foundation’ of their ruin, but after a fhort government the 
Europeans and Blacks jointly rofe againlt him ; and after trying him, difeharged him 
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once more the government and Coaft ; choofing in his place one John van Laar, an 
Anabaptift, who was found to have a much better talent at drinking of brandy than at 
bufinefs ; and took fo little care of the public, that all went to ruin ; and he himfelf was 
timely removed by death, to make way for John Viffer his fucceffor, a perfon, who 
wanting even common fenfe, was therefore incapable of that trull. Shortly after his 
elevation, his fattor at Acoda was killed by the Negroes, which he hating neither fuf- 
ficient condudl nor power to revenge, they continued their unbridled outrages at the 
expence of the lives of feveral of his Europeans ; and laftly, feizing his perfon, they 
carried him into the inland country, and after miferably breaking almoft all his limbs, 
and faftening abundance of Hones about his body, drowned him in the fea. This 
barbarous murther was varioufly talked of here : but all agree that the Europeans 
under his command consented to, and abetted it ; and fome affert it was done by their 
order ; and Adrian Grobbe (chofen by the Negroes) his fucceffor, is generally charged 
with the greateft {hare in this crime ; if he is innocent I hope he will clear himfelf, but 
if guilty, may heaven avenge it on him and his accomplices : for it hath very per- 
nicioufly weakened the power of all the Europeans on this Coaft, and filled them 
with apprehenfions not altogether groundlefs, that if this bloody fa£fc efcapes unpuniftied, 
nobody is here fecure of life. It hath already fo enilaved the Brandenburghers, that 
I very much doubt whether ever they will regain the maftery, for the Negroes having 
once got the upper hand will fufficiently lord it over them. 

I could not help imparting to you this event, equally Arrange and deteftable ; to 
which I was indeed the rather induced, becaufe as you are perfectly acquainted with 
all the European trade of the Embden company, fo you may take an opportunity of 
informing them how their affairs have been managed here for fome years part. But 
taking leave of this fort, let us take a ftep two miles and a half eaftwards below 
Cape Trefpuntos, where we find another Brandenburghian fort at Acoda called Do- 
rothea ; which by order of our fuperiors was amplified and delivered to them about 
eleven years paft ; fince which they have very confiderably ftrengthened and improved 
it. It is a houfe covered with a flat roof, on which are two fmall batteries and half 
curtains, upon which they have planted feveral light pieces of cannon ; it is indeed 
furnilhed with a fufficient number of rooms and conveniencies, though but {lightly 
built and fomewhat crowded. 

Betwixt Maufro and Acoda, the Brandenburghers, in 1674, built another fort-houfe 
at the village Tacrama, in die middle of Cape Trefpuntos. Their general’s defign 
was to build a fort here to preferve and defend the adjacent watering place in their 
.power. Upon the whole, the keeping of this lodge and the two former forts hath 
been fo very expenfive to them, that I am of opinion they will not haftily augment 
their charge by undertaking any new building. 

The Brandenburgh affairs having infenfibly fwelled this letter to a larger bulk than 
I intended, and obliged me to defer my defigned account of the vegetables of the coun- 
try of Axim to another opportunity ; and that I may not cloy you at once, I {hall con- 
clude only with a defcription of the above-mentioned Snake River, or river of Ancober, 
which laJt name it takes from the country it runs throygh. 

This river is too pleafant to be {lightly paffed over, and as I have already told you, 
is a mile above our fort St. Anthony ; its mouth is very wide, with fo {hallow water, 
that I queftion whether it is paffable with a boat, but a little farther it grows deeper: ifed 
narrower j after which, in feveral miles no obfervable alteration appears. How far- its 
inland courfe extends I cannot inform you, though I have travelled, above three fmall 
days’ voyage upon it, and found it as pleafant as any part of the Guinea coaft, not ex- 
cepting 
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■cepting Fida itfclf ; each of its banks being adorned with fine lofty trees, which afford 
the nioft agreeable (hade in the -world, defending the traveller from the fcorclung 
beams of the fun. It is not unpleafant to obforve the beautiful variegated birds, and the 
fportivc apes, diverting themfelves on the verdant boughs all the way. 'i'o render 
it yet more charming, having failed about a mile up, you are entertained with the view 
of a fine populous village, extending about a quarter of a mile on its woftern fhore; 
of fuch villages hereabouts are a great number, which together make up three leveral 
countries, of which, the fir it fituate next the lea, is called Aneober (whether the river 
be obliged to the country, or the country to the river for its name, I {hall not deter- 
mine) ; the fecond next occurring land is Abocroe, and the kill Kguira. The firil 1 
obferved was a monarchy, and the other two common-wealths. Several years pait we 
had a fort in the country of Kguira, and drove a very coni) durable trade there ; for 
bolides the afflux of gold thither from all foreign parts, the country iticlf affords forne 
gold mines ; and I remember when I had the government of Axiin, a very rich one 
was dii’covered ; but we loit our footing there in a very tragical manner, for the com- 
mand er-in -chief of the Negroes, being clofely bdieged by our men (as fame reports), 
iliot gold inltead of bullets, hinting by figns that he was ready to treat, and afterwards 
trade with the befiegcrs : but in the midit of their negociation he blew up lumiclf and 
all his enemies at once, as unfortunately as bravely putting an end to our liege and 
his life, and like Sampfon revenging his death upon his enemies. To compals his 
dofign, he had encouraged a (lave by promiling him new clothes, to Hand ready with 
a lighted match, with which he was to touch the powder when he law him Ihunp with 
•his foot, which the filly wretch button punctually performed undifeovered by any but one* 
of our Company’s flaves, who obferving it, withdrew as Aleut ly as timely, being only left 
alive to bring us the news j and fince we could get no better account, we were obliged 
to believe this ; it being but too certain that our fort, to the eoft of our director and 
fome of our enemies, was blown up. This being enough for the firft time, be pleafed 
to fufpend your curiofity till the next opportunity, when you (hall not fail of a farther 
account from, yours, &c. 


TETTER II. — Defcribing the Antcfc Country about Boutry, the Englijh and Dutch 
Forts there, and the Englijh their fraudulently vending falfc Gold ; the Beauty of the 
Antcfc Country and the River Boutry, the Oy/lcrs which arc there produced ; the 
Dutch and Englijh Forts at Zaconde and the Country adjacent ; of the foliage Chama , 
and the Dutch fort there, together with the Jabife and Adomfe Land, and the River 
Chama , with a Reprcfentation of the Cruelty of the Jabife General. 

Sir, 

I HOPE that mine of the 15th will reach you in due time ; but the (hip which 

.carries it being bound for Fida to take in flaves, and after that to touch at Curacao 
before it Hands its courfe homewards, I cannot expedt that it fliould reach Holland in 
lefs than a year ; and the (hip that brings this, fleering dire&ly to Europe, will arrive 
much (boner ; wherefore, to take off the uneafinefs of the delay, 1 here fend you a 
.tranfeript of my former, wifliing the contents may meet your favourable reception. 

Haying deferibed Axim in my firft, I fhall begin this with an account of Ante, its 
next adjoining neighbour, to which I (hall add as much as time and convenience will 
permit. The .country of Ante, or as the natives call it, Hante, begins with the village 
.boefw^, two miles below, or eaftward of Acoda ; though we may very well take in, 
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and begin with Acoda itfelf, it being at prefect fabject thereto. For feveral years this 
country was divided into the Upper and Lower Ante, Antini, already defcribed, being 
accounted the former, and that we are about to defcribe efteemed the latter. It ivas for- 
merly very potent and populous, being inhabited by a martial and predatory people, 
who very much annoyed us with frequent cnfets ; but with continual wars with thofe 
of Adorn and their other neighbours, they are fo enfeebled, that no fcotfteps of their 
priftine glory are left. But of them more particularly hereafter. 

At Dikjcfchoftt, properly called Infuma, the Englifh built a fmali fort, anno 1691, 
after they had feveral times difputed the ground v.ith the Brandenburghers, who fome 
time before had fet up their elector’s flag there ; though at laft, not finding it turn to 
any great account, they quietly yielded it to the Englifh, who advanced fo ieifurelv that 
it was but finifhed in fix years ; after all which it was fo inconfiderable and flight, that 
it hardly deferved the name of a fort. I have often heard the Englifh themfelves com- 
plain of it ; for befides that it is not a place of good trade, the Negroes thereabouts are 
fo intractable, fraudulent, villainous and obftinate, that the Englilh cannot deal with 
them ; for if they have recourfe to violence in order to bring them to reafon, they are 
alfo oppofed by force, and that fo warmly, that thefe five years pall they adventured 
to befiege them in their fortrefs, and were very near taking it ; at laft, they obliged 
the Englilh to their terms, without allowing them to exercife any power over them, 
and hence proceeded an alliance fo ftrift betwixt them, that they jointly agreed to cheat 
all the Ihips that came to trade there, by putting fophifticated gold upon them, a fraud 
which they have frequently praitifed, as they did about three months paft upon two 
fmali Englilh Ihips (one of which was laden to the value of one thoufand feven hundred 
pounds fterling), for all which, the mafter received only faife gold, fo that he loft his 
whole voyage at once; nor did his companion fuffer much lefs, and what moll furprifed 
them was, that they received it as well from the Whites as the Negroes. They 
applied themfelves to the Englilh chief governor on the coaft, defiring they might 
have their goods returned, or good gold in exchange for the faife ; but to complain to 
him, was to go to the devil to be confeffed ; for he, participating in the fraud, would 
by no means help them. This cheat is become fo common, that it daily happens ; but 
that the Whites have always a hand in it I dare not affirm ; however I am very fure, 
that this place deferves the name of the faife mint of Guinea, of which every trader who 
comes to the coaft ought to be warned ; for the making of faife gold is- here fo com- 
mon, that it is publicly fold, and become a perfect trade the price current being in. 
my time about a crown in good gold for two pounds fterling of faife. 

About a mile and a half from this knavilh place, at the village Boutry, commonly 
called Boutree, is another fmali ill-fhaped fort, fxtuate on a very high hill, built in an 
oblong form, and divided into two parts ; ftrengthened (if I may fo fay) with two 
inoffenfive batteries, upon which are planted eight fmali guns. This is very impro- 
perly called Batenftein, for it much better deferves the name of Schadenftein. (Bate 
fignftying profit, and Schade lofs), in regard we have for feveral years loft much 
more than we got by it. At the foot of this hill is the village Boutry, which is in- 
differently large and populous, inhabited by a people who trade very fair with us, as not 
participating of the villainous nature of thofe of Infuma. 

Exactly four miles lower we meet with the village Zaconde, where we have a fmalf 
fort called Orange. A mufquet-fhot from hence is the remains of an Englifh fort 
about as large as ours, of which more hereafter. Upon walking through the country 
of Ante, reckoning from Acoda to a mile and a half below Zaconde, where it ends, I 
count it about eight or nine miles. long. Its pleafant fltuatioji is become fo famous 
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by Mr. Focquembourg’s defcription, which adventures to compare it with the country 
of Cleve, that, leaving the truth of his companion to the decifion of thofo that have 
feen both, I (hall only in purfuancc of my defign inform you, that this country, as 
well as all the gold-court, abounds in hills, all enriched with extraordinarily high and 
beautiful trees; its valleys betwixt the hills are wide and exteufive, proper lor the 
planting of all lbrt of fruits, and if they were as well cultivated as watered, would i'up. 
ply half the court with eatables. The earth produced), in great abundance, very good 
rice, the richeft fort of millet, the grain of which is red, jambs, potatoes, and other 
fruits, all good in their kind ; nor is the foil in the lead deficient in fruit-trees. The 
fugar-canes grow here more and larger than any where die ; fo that I am not without 
hopes that a fucccfsful plantation may in time be here let on fool. For wine and oil, 
the palm affords what excels in quantity as well as quality. In limit, it is a land which 
yields its manurers as plentiful a crop as they can with, being beiidcs very well fur- 
nillicd with all forts of tame as well as wild beads; but the lull fatal war betwixt the 
Antcans and Adomians hath reducelhit to a miferablo condition, and llript it of molt 
of its inhabitants : befules which, the miferablo few left behind are fo dilpirited, that 
they Ihcltcr themfdves under our fort near Boutry, leaving the g rented: part of the 
land wild and uncultivated. It is, indeed, deplorable to fee it at prefout, and relledfc 
on its former flourifliing condition in the years 1690 and 1 69 1 . Before the war, I 
being then an alliftant, had an opportunity of walking to Boutry and through this 
country, when it regaled the eyes with the plealiuit profpeft of numerous villages well 
peopled, a plentiful harvort and abundance of cattle ; infomuch that a foldior who 
could very hardly live on his lubfittencc-inoney in other places could fare deticiouily 
here on the half ; and if there be any difference in places, with refpoth to their hcalth- 
fulnefs, I lhould prefer Boutry before all the reft : for during my flay there, it was 
obfemble that fewer died there in proportion to the number of people and time than 
any where : and I dare affirm, that if the fame care was taken upon the whole court as 
there, Guinea would foon lofe its dreadful mortal name. 

I had alraoft paffed over the moll: charming part of the whole Antefe land, betwixt 
Acoda and Boutry, being watered by a frerti river which runs by our fort to the inner 
part of the land, planted with high trees on both lidos ; which, wide as it is, is ovor- 
ihadowed by the leaves. I have by frequent experience found this river navigable three 
miles from the fea-lhore ; but though it rcacheth farther, the violent water-falls, which 
pour down from the rocks into the river, render it unpaflable beyond. It affords 
great plenty of fifh, notwithftanding the incredible number of crocodiles it is pottered 
with, which muff: necoflarily devour vaft quantities* 

In my defeription of Rio Cobre I mentioned the great multitude of apes there ; but 
this country is fo full of thefe unlucky animals, whofe only talent is mifehief, that one 
would be apt to think that this was properly their kingdom, or grand rendezvous. 

If my memory doth not deceive me, you arc a very great lover of rim-oyfters ; be 
plcafed therefore to make a trip hither, and 1 will engage you fhall be fatisfied with 
them at the expcnco-only of the trouble of gathering them, and in lefs than an hour’s 
time I will undertake to Ihew you one hundred thoufand growing on the trees: pray 
do not be furprized, you have before now heard of Soland geefe, and Chinefe fifh 
which change into fowl ; perhaps you will tell me , you believe neither, and per- 
haps I am ot your mind, yet all this fhall not prevent my account how oyfters grow 
here; On each fide of the river grows a fort of trees, great and ftnall intermixed, 
whofe branches fhoot direftly into the water (thofe which remain above its furface 
being; withered and. dry), while the former become immediately leaved with fmall 
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oyfters, at firft about the bignefs of fhell-fnails, but in a very fhort time grown to their 
mature fize. ° 

. 1 remember to have mentioned the Englifh and Dutch forts at Zaconde : they were, 
indeed, about fix years paft in being, but the trade at fo low an ebb, and the officers 
of each fort fo jealous of the other, that they both lived in miferable poverty, at the 
expence of both the Englifh and Dutch Companies. Not long after, the Englifh 
fortrefs was burnt and deftroyed by the Antean Negroes ; its chief commander and 
fome of the Englifh being killed, and the reft being plundered of all their own and the 
Company s goods ; and at prefent the out-walls only are left {landing, by which, 
though very little to our advantage, we are left the mailers of this place. ° Indeed, lafl 
year,, we traded confiderably here for a large quantity of gold, which the Englifh under- 
llanding, made feveral attempts to rebuild their fort, but were always obftrucled bv the 
Antean Negroes. 

Before the war, betwixt Adorn and Ante, this Zaconde was one of the finefl and 
richefl villages, as well in money as people, upon the whole coafl : but the Adomefe 
conquerors entirely burnt and deftroyed if. The few flight dwellings which are here 
at prefent were built fince, and others are daily building, fo that ere-long, it may 
grow to be an indifferent village j but to re-inflate it in its flourifhing condition requires 
feveral years. 

I have formerly mentioned the pleafantnefs of the Antefe country, but then came no 
farther than a little below Boutry. But the land for two or three miles round about 
thefe forts is not lefs agreeable than the former ; befxdes tjiat, here and behind Toco- 
rary, a mile weft of Zaconde, the valleys are fo much finer, that it is impoffible for 
imagination to conceive any thing more charming. I have here feen a large plain fo 
plentifully and properly adorned with lofty trees and woods, as if dame Nature had 
defigned to fhew her mafter-piece here ; and between the rows of trees the paths were 
all covered with white fand, in which were obfervable the foot-fteps of thoufands of 
harts, elephants, tigers, wild-cats, and other forts of beafts. In fhort, this place is fo 
very plentiful that it is impoffible to walk here without raptures. 

The village or town of Tocorary, or rather the fort which was there, ba th from 
time to time had feveral European mafters : but it is now fo ruined, that no vifible 
remnants of it are left. The Englifh, Dutch, Brandenburghers, Swedes, and Danes, 
have all had their turns in poffefiion of it. In 1665, the Eng lifh were drove from 
thence by De Ruyter, they having before got poffeffion by clandeftine means : but of 
this you may be further informed in Brand’s life of De Ruyter. Since that time it h?tb 
yet once changed mafters, but fell at laft into our hands ; and fince I caxae hither, our 
traffic was tranfacled in a Negro’s houfe-; but that not meeting with its defired foccefs, 
we abfolutely quitted the whole : and the town was fo deftroyed and burnt in the war 
by the Adomefe, that it is at prefent inhabited by a few inconfiderable people only. 
But taking leave of the Antefe country for the prefent, let us turn towards the town 
Chama, in the way to which, is Aboary a village, near which we had a lodge for 
feveral years ; but it being found to conduce more to the advantage of thofe who were 
placed there than the Company’s, it was quitted as an unneceffary charge. The town 
Chama is moderately large and well peopled, but its inhabitants fo miferably poor, that 
I do not believe they have any like them on the Gold Coaft. Our fort here is about 
the fize of that of Boutry ; very fmall, but a little longer : it hath four fmall batteries^ 
and juft as many guns as the forenamed place, and was called (as it is at prefent; Sf.Se- 
baftian’s by the Portuguefe, from whom we took it. In our wars with England, it was 
in a manner levelled with the ground, being only encompafied with palifadoes, which 
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the Englifh perceiving, thought it would be no difficult matter to drive us from thence; 
and accordingly, in conjunction with the Jabifhians, attacked us : but found fo vigorous 
and unexpected a refiftance, that they were obliged to lofe their labour, and return to the 
place from whence they came, ever fmee which we have enjoyed it without the leaft 
interruption. 

A little behind our fort the Jabifh land begins, and extends itfelf a few miles towards 
the inland part of the country : but I fliall only deferibe that part fituatc on the court. 
It is at prefent but a fmall diftriCt, and not very potent, though the firll kingdom 
which occurs in our delcent from the higher country. Its King is fo _ great a prince, 
that I fhould confider very ferioufly before 1 fhould give him credit for the value of 
ten pounds fterling in goods, for fear he fhould not be able to pay me ; it is, indeed,, 
true, that he, and his fuhje&s, if I may fo call them, make fo confiderable an advan- 
tage of the planting and felling of millet yearly, that they would foon become rich if 
their too potent neighbours did not continually fleece and keep them under, which they 
are not able to prevent. 

The Chamafcian River, or Rio do St. .Tuan, called by the Negroes, BoflumPra, 
which they adore as a God (as the word Boflum figniilcs), takes its courfe from our 
fort, palling by the Jabifliian and Adomefe country, as well as that of Jufl'er, and 
thence (if we may credit the Negroes), extending itfelf about one hundred miles in 
land. It is a fmall matter Ids than the river of Ancober, but wide enough, and hath 
the advantage of being fo laid, that leaden boats may conveniently come into it from 
the fea, if the pilot be but: fo careful as to avoid a rock near its mouth, which the failors 
call the Sugar for elfe they are liable to be fplit, as it hath fcveral times happened 
during my refidonce then 1 , and fomo have been lort, efpecially if the fea happened to 
turn, or was rough. This river is very advantageous to us : for bolides the frefh water 
with which our fhips florc themfelves, it furnifhes the calUe with fuel for the kitchens 
and ovens, asalfo with wood nocdlary, for fmall Hupping ; fo that, indeed, the river is 
really more ufeful to us than the fort itfelf ; and without the former 1 do not believe we 
fhould long keep the latter. For befides that the commerce here is not confiderable, 
and the keeping the fbrtrefs very expenfive, we are continually plagued with a villain- 
ous fort of Negroes, araongrt which thole of Adorn are none of the befl ;. whofe, 
country I have before told you, ftretcheth itfelf along by the river, and contains fcveral 
iflands in the midft of the laid river, adorned with fine towns and villages : and, in- 
deed, what hath furprized me moft in this country, is the wonderful fituatiou of the 
Adomefe territories ; for we find they are extended along both the rivers Gharna and 
Ancober, which are reckoned above fixteen miles diftaut from each other on the 
ftrand ; fo that this land mult be very large, and feems to go up the river Chama in a 
ftraight line, and then turns with a narrow flip of land to Rio Cobre. But to proceed,, 
it is governed by five or fix of the principal men, there being here no King. One of 
thde is fo potent, that he can, as it is laid, carry the King of Jabi upon his horns. 
This republic, or commonwealth, or rather common plague to mankind (as being an 
aflembly of thieves and villains), if it could be unanimous, would be able to raife a 
powerful army to the terror of their neighbours. Anno 169,0, they jointly began a 
war againft the Antefe, which continued three or four years, till they had alniort ruined 
the country and people ; who yet will not fubmit to. them, but continue to bid them, 
defiance. 

They alfo were at war dfith the three nations on the river Ancober a few years part ; 
whom they obliged to buy a peace at the price of a large fum of gold.. 


In 
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In thefe expeditions they had a Negro for their general, who was of a nature fo vio- 
lent for war that he could not live in peace; but as greedy of wars as he was, no en- 
gagement fcarcely happened with thofe of Ante and the river, in which he was not 
obliged to his heels for his fafety ; fo that if his companions had been no better foldiers 
than himfelf, he had foon been flopped in his career : and yet the other governors dare 
not difpleafe him, he being the richeft of them all in money and mm- 

This Anqua, for fo he is called, is more deteftably bloody and barbarous than any 
Negro I have met with on the whole coafl, nor is his name ever mentioned without 
horror. . 

This barbarous monfler having in an engagement taken five of his principal Antefe 
enemies, anno 1691, he wounded them all over; after which, with a more than 
brutal fury, he fatiated, though not tired himfelf, by fucking their blood at their gap- 
ing wounds ; but bearing a more than ordinary grudge againft one of them, and not 
contented with the mentioned favage cruelty, he caufed him to be laid bound at his. 
feet, and his body to be pierced with hot-irons, gathering the blood that iffued from Him 
in. a veffel, one half. of which he drank, and offered up the reft unto his god. In 
this manner doth this mercilefs bloody wretch treat his conquered enemies ; and no 
wonder, for if opportunity be wanting to exercife his cruelty on them, his own fub- 
je&s always, fupply their place ; for his infatiable thirft after blood muft one way or 
other be fatisfied. In the year 1692, when he took the field the fecond time againft 
the Antefe, I went to give him a vifit in his camp, near Chama ; he received me very 
civilly, and treated me very well, according to the cuflom of the country : but whilft 
he and I were diverting ourfelves together, a frefh opportunity offered itfelf for the ex- 
ercife of his brutifh cruelty ; which was only a Negro obferving that one of his wives 
had a new-fafhioned coral on, and taking a part of it in his hand to look on, without 
taking it off her neck ; which fhe, not thinking any hurt, freely permitted him to do. I 
fhould here inform you by the way, that thefe Negroes allow their wives all honeft 
liberty of converfation, even with their flaves. But Anqua fd refented this innocent 
freedom, that as foon as I was out of the camp, he caufed both wife and Have to be 
put to death, drinking their blood, as he ufed to do that of his enemies. For fuck 
another trivial crime, a little before, he had caufed the hands of one of his wives to 
be cut off ; after which, in derifion, he ufed to command her to look his head for 
vermin, which being impoffible with her flumps, afforded him no fmall diverfion. I 
might, indeed, have fpared this account of his fell brutality till I come to treat of the 
nature of the Negroes ; but his inhuman barbarity being unparalleled among alt 
the Guineans, and being upon the defcription of his country, I thought this place as. 
proper ; and that the rather, becaufe I am not at prefent fumifhed with other matter*. 
But to return to our defcription. The natives here are very powerful and rich-; as; 
being fituate in the pafs which the inland-dealers muft come through in order to traffic 
by which means they have a very good opportunity of enriching themfelves by trade- 
Befides, they have feveral gold-mines in their country, one whereof was. difcovered' 
about three years paft. The riches of thefe countries confifling in gold, and the great: 
numbers of people have fo puft them up, that thofe who deal with them ought to be* 
endowed with a more than ordinary difcretion. 

The foil is very good and fruitful in com and other productions of the earth ; which, 
k affords in fuch plenty, that, befides what ferves their own neteffities, they always- 
expofe large quantities to fale. Here are competent numbers of cattle both tame and 
wild, and the river abundantly flores them with fifh,. fo that nothing is indeed here- 
wanting that is neceffary to human fubfiftence.. 

This. 
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This, Sir, is all I can inform you of relating to the countries ot Jahi and Adorn, with 
which I fball conclude this letter, and always remain with refpetf, yours, &c. 


LETTER III. — Containing a Dcfcription of tin . • Country of Commany : of our , and the 
EngUJh Fort there. — A Relation of the Car heNvixt our Company and the Kingdom of 
Commany , and its original Caufe. — A Dcfcription of the Cajllc of Elmina ; and, to 
conclude this Letter , of the Town of that Name. 

Sir, 

OUR description of the Gold Graft leads us at prefent to the kingdom of Commany, 
which borders upon Adorn and Jabi ; but as 1 am juft beginning according to my 
former method, I fealbnably recoiled a letter of yours, wherein you l'eem I'tirprized 
at the war betwixt our Company and thofe of Commany. I line! you are mifmformed, 
you defire I foould fet you right. This part of your letter 1 formerly purpofely 
omitted, anfwering, that at that time it was not convenient to reveal feme fecrer in- 
trigues ; and I am (till fo far of the lame mind, that 1 had much rather you would 
excufe me, than oblige me to difguft fome men whofe good name and reputation I 
lhall always handle -very tenderly. But fincc you have my word that 1 will conceal 
nothing from you, I lhall reprefent the whole affair, as it appears to me and others 
here upon the fpot, who I think ought to be well acquainted with it ; if we have a 
wrong notion of it, a proper time will difeover it. 

Before I begin my intended relation I lhall inform you, that the country of Com- 
many extends itfelf five miles long by the fea-fide, reckoning from the river of Chama 
to the town of Mina; and it is about ‘as broad as long. In the middle of it, on the 
ftrand at little Commany or Ekke-Tokki as the Negroes call it, we have an indifferent 
large fort, built by Mr. Swerts in the year 1G88, called Vrendenburgh ; and a mufquct- 
Sfibot or two from thence the Englifh have a very large fort, of which more hereafter. 
Our fort is a fquaro building, llrcngthencd with good batteries, on which thirty-two 
guns may be conveniently placed, there being fo many ports in the breaft-work for 
them. It is large enough for fixty men to live in ; though at prefent there are not 
near fo many, and but twenty guns ; notwithftanding all which it is lufiicient, not only 
to defend itfelf againft, but to repulfe a great number of Negroes ; as was found by 
experience, anno 1695, when I commanded there. Our enemies attacked us by night ; 

I had but a very forry garrifon, not full twenty men, half of which were not capable 
of fervice : and yet 1 forced thorn to retire with lofs, after a fight of five hours. It 
was wonderful, and no fmall fign of divine protection, that we loft but two men in 
this aftion ; for wc had no doors to molt of our gun-holes, and the Negroes poured fmall 
foot on us as thick as hail ; infomuch that thofe few doors which were left to fomc gun- 
holes were become like a target which had been foot at for a mark, and the very ItafF 
which our flag was fattened on, though it took up fo little room, did not ofeape foot- 
free. You may imagine what cafe we were in, when one of them began to hack our 
very doors with an axe : but this undertaker being killed, the reft flieered oE The 
general to whom I had reprefented my weak condition, advifed two fltips to anchor be- 
fore out fort, in order to fupply me with men and ammunition; Peter Hinken, the 
captain of one of thefe veffels, endeavouring to execute the general’s order, the day 
before I was attacked, fent Ms boat full of men with orders to come to me ; but they 
were no fooner on land than the Negroes fell upon them fo furioufly, even under our 
cannon, that they killed feveral of them, which though I faw I could not prevent} 

for 
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for^ attempting to fire upon the enemy with our cannon, I found them all nailpd : of 
which piece of treacherous villainy, according to all appearance, my own gunner was 
the after, whom I therefore fent in chains to the general (at our chief place of refi- 
dence), who fwore that he would punifh him exemplarily ; but inftead of that, he 
foon after not only fet him at liberty, but preferred him to a g unn er’s place of 
greater importance. 

For this reafon I was forced to be an idle fpectator of the miferable fla ughter of our 
pien, not being able to lend them the leaft affiftance : and if the Negroes had at that 
inftant ftormed us, we were in no pofture of refiftance. But they going to eat, gave 
me time to prepare for the entertainment I gave them, as I have before told you. 
Here I cannot help relating a comical accident which happened : going to vifit the 
pofts of our fort, to fee whether every body was at their duty, one of the foldiers 
quitting his poll told me, that the Negroes, well knowing he had but one hat in the 
world, had malicioufly fhot away the crown, which he would revenge if I would give 
him a few grenadoes, I had no fooner ordered him two, than he called out to the 
Negroes from the breaft-work in their own language, telling them he would prefect 
them with fomething to eat ; and kindling his grenadoes, immediately threw them 
down amongft them ; they obferving them to bum, crowded about them, and were at 
firlt very agreeably diverted ; but when they burft, they fo galled them, that they had 
no great Itomach to fuch another meal. 

But now to come to the Commanian war, upon which, fmee our whole welfare 
feems to depend, you muft not think me tedious if I am very particular ; it being 
impoflible for you to comprehend or form any notion of it without you are thoroughly 
informed of its original fource. Wherefore I mail look back as far as the government of 
your very good friend (defiring you not to be difpleafed, if I mention fome dis- 

agreeable particulars ; for I affure you that I will not tranfgrefs the lead; tittle beyond 
the naked truth). He found this place in a flourifhing condition and in peace, though 
not firmly eftablilhed therein. But long-fighted obfervers could eafily difeem the coals 
of difeord kindling amongft the Commanians, which was ready to burft out into an 

open war upon the leaft occafion, as indeed they had done in Mr. ’s time, if not 

prevented by his fervant, who was brother to the King of Commany. But Mr. 

being gone, and the mentioned fervant not only excluded out of all negotiations, but 
ill-treated befides ; the Commanians only wanted a pretext of breaking with us to put 
their defigns in execution. The year 1 694 afforded them their wiftied opportunity t 
for fome miners being fent to. us from Europe, they were ordered to make an eflay at 
a hilf fituate in Commany about half a mile above our fort Vrendenbarg, that moun^ 
tain feeming to be well placed for their purpofe, and withal promifing to reward their 
pains. 

This hill was at that time dedicated to one of their gods, though there was fcarcely 
ever any talk of any fuch thing before; but this was only a pretence that they made 
ufe of to declare war againft us. The miners began their work, but in a few days,, 
apprehending nothing, they were affault^, miferably abufed, robbed of all they had, 
and thofe who were not nimble enough, kept prifoners for fome time. We imme- 
diately complained of this ill-ufage to the King of Commany, who was villainous 
enough to remove the blame from his own door, and fix it upon one John Kabes, a 
Negro, who lived near our fort, and with whom we always traded very confiderably - r 
urging that he had done it in revenge for the ill-treatment he had met with from our 
former governor or chief commander. That this was only a feigned excufe was very 
evident; for the mentioned Negro was & arrant a coward, that he durlfc not have 

ventured 
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for attempting to fire upon the enemy with our cannon, I found them all nailed : of 
which piece of treacherous villainy, according to all appearance, my own gunner was 
the aftor, whom I therefore fent in chains to the general (at our chief place of refi- 
dence), who fwore that he would punifh him exemplarily ; but inftead of that, he 
foon after not only fet him at liberty, but preferred him to a gunner’s place of 
greater importance. 

For this reafon I was forced to be an idle fpectator of the miferable flaughter of our 
ipien, not being able to lend them the leaft affiftance j and if the Negroes had at that 
inftant {formed us, we were in no pofture of refiflance. But they going to eat, gave 
me time to prepare for the entertainment I gave them, as I have before told you. 
Here I cannot help relating a comical accident which happened : going to vifit the 
pods of our fort, to fee whether every body was at their duty, one of the foldiers 
quitting his pod told me, that the Negroes, well knowing he had but one hat in the 
world, had malicioufly Ihot away the crown, which he would revenge if I would give 
him a few grenadoes, I had no fooner ordered him two, than he called out to the 
Negroes from the bread-work in their own language, telling them he would prefent 
them with fomething to eat ; and kindling his grenadoes, immediately threw them 
down amongd them $ they obferving them to bum, crowded about them, and were at 
fird very agreeably diverted ; but when they burd, they fo galled them, that they had 
no great domach to fuch another meal. 

But now to come to the Commanian war, upon which, fince our whole welfare 
feems to depend, you mud not think me tedious if I am very particular ; it being 
impoffible'for you to comprehend or form any notion of it without you are thoroughly- 
informed of its original fource. Wherefore I fhall look back as far as the government of 
your very good friend ■ (defiring you not to be difpleafed, if I mention fome dif- 
agreeable particulars ; for I allure you that I will not tranfgrefs the lead tittle beyond 
the naked truth). He found this place in a flourifhing condition and in peace, though 
not firmly eftablilhed therein. But long-fighted obfervers could eafily difcem the coals 
of difcord kindling amongd the Commanians, which was ready to burd out into an 

open war upon the lead occafion, as indeed they had done in Mr. -’s time, if not 

prevented by his fervant, who was brother to the King of Commany. But Mr. ■ — 

being gone, and the mentioned fervant not only excluded out of all negotiations, but 
ill-treated befides ; the Commanians only wanted a pretext of breaking with us to put 
their defigns in execution. The year 1694 afforded them their wifoed opportunity t 
, for fome miners being fent to us from Europe, they were ordered to make an effay at 
a hill fituate in Commany about half a mile above our fort Vrendenburg, that moun- 
tain feeming to be well placed for their purpofe, and withal promiling to reward their 
pains. 

This hill was at that time dedicated to one of their gods, though there was fcarcely 
ever any talk of any fuch thing before ; but this was only a pretence that they made 
ufe of to declare war againft us. The miners began their work, but in a few days,, 
apprehending nothing, they were affault&d, miferably abufed, robbed of all they had, 
and thofe who were not nimble enough, kept prifoners for fome time. We imme- 
diately complained of this ill-ufage to the King of Commany, who was villainous 
enough to remove the blame from his own door, and fix it upon one John Kabes, a 
Negro, who lived near our fort, and with whom we always traded very confiderably j 
urging that he had done it in revenge for the ill-treatment he had met with from our 
former governor or chief commander. That this was only a feigned excufe was very 
evident ■ for the mentioned Negro was fb arrant a coward, that - he durffc not have 
* ' ventured 
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ventured on an attempt fo dangerous without the King’s cxprefs command. But the 
King was rcfolved to break with us, and bccaufe he could find no better oxculb made 
ufe of thus. 

Mr. , without any farther enquiry, rcfolved to go to Commany m potion, in order 

to take fatisfa&ion of John Kahes for the injury; to which purpoie he took i'omo of 
the forces of Etmina along with him ; and being come to Cominany, h<* immediately 
detached a party to John Kabos’ village, who came out to meet them, leading a ihcep 

to prefent to Mr. , and clear himfelf of what he was accufed : but feeinjy the Kl- 

mina forces fall upon his goods without giving him any warning, and begin to plunder, 
as great a coward as he was he put himlelf into a pollute of defence, tuul our people 
finding ho was rcfolved to lull his eife&s as dear as he could, the Ikirmifh began, and 
fotne on both fxdes were very well beaten. 

After this all our allairs run at random. It Hie wed the King of Commany our 
private, and John Kabcs our profeffed enemy ; who, to revenge the injury done him, 
invited the Englifh into Cominany, giving them a dwelling-place about a mile from 
our fort in one of liis fait villages; refolving to fettle them with the full opportunity 
in the old ruined fort that they formerly poffclTed, which loon alter iuccecded according 
to his wifli. For the Englifh arc fo well fortified there, that it will he impoiliblo to 
remove them unlefs in time of war : for their fort is as large, and hath four batteries as 
well as ours; befides which, it hath alio a turret fit to be planted with guns, from which 
they may extremely incommode us, confidcriug that they have more and larger cannon 
than ours; in Ihort, we arc there likely to have a nice bone to pick. What injury 
this neighbourhood hath already done our trade, every one knows who is acquainted 

with this coall ; as ivlfo how eafily it might have been prevented. But Mr. was 

too fiery to think fedately, or hearken to wife counfels; and contrary to all reafon, he 
defired nothing fo much as war, and the honour he hoped to get thereby, vainly pro- 
mifing himfelf that he fliould fucced as well as Mr. Swerts in 168 7, who intirely conquered 
and lubjedled the Conunanians, after they had in the war loft their King and feveral of 
the greatelt men in their kingdom. The gentleman 1 am lpcaking of ddigned the 
fame, not confidering the difference between the fortune and fuccels of the one and 
the other : notwithltanding all which I dare aver that he might have fucceoded if lie 
had not been deluded by the too great opinion he had conceived of himfelf and his 
followers, and his too contemptible thoughts of his enemies ; for he hired an army of 
Jufterians and Cabefterians for iefs than 5000I. fterling, which wcrc'twice as ftrong as 
that of Commany, and confequently might have fubdued them. But he was ready 
enough to imagine, that with this force he could eafily conquer not only Commany, 
but all the coalt : and accordingly, very impudently threatened the Fan ty tide and 
Saboefe, that after he had corrected the Commanians, he would give them a dif- 
.agreeable vifit. Thefe two nations, well knowing how confiderably they were indebted 
to us, which, if they endeavoured to pay otherwife than by their continual villainies, 
was not owing to their want of will, but power; they foou embraced this favourable 
.opportunity, in joining their forces with thofe of Commany; to fupport which, they 
believed it their unqueftionable interefl ; and oy this means they became Itronger than 
our auxiliaries. Afufficient proof of this is our firfl unfortunate battle, in which we 
.loft allour auxiliaries, and the money they coft us. This fight was much more bloody 
than the wars of the natives ufually are ; for the greatelt part of the men we milled were 
■killed, and the reft taken prifoners, by which we were reduced to a miferable cllatc, 
.not knowing what meafures to take, as having made the molt potent nations of the 
Country our .enemies. And indeed we fhould never have been able to have made any 
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frefli attempt, if the enemies themfelves had not feafonably played an opportunity into 
our hands by their inteftine divifions. The King’s brother Tecki-Ankan (the urefent 
King of Commany) came over to our fide, and was in a fhort time ftrengthened by 
the Adomians and other auxiliaries ; which occafioned a fecond engagement, fo warn 
on both tides, that the viftory was long dubious, till at laft it feemed to inrlipp on our 
fide fo far, that our army fell greedily to plunder ; which being obferved by Abe-Tecky 
the Commanian King (wjio excelled all his contemporary Negroes in valour and con- 
duct, and had hitherto kept himfelf out of the fight and laid us this bait), he unex- 
pectedly marched towards us with frefli forces, who had their mufquets turned the' 
wrong way in order to deceive us ; which took fo good effeft, that we, taking them for 
our friends, continued our greedy courfe of plunder, till the King came upon us, and 
his men turning their mufquets fired fo brifldy at us, that they diverted us from the 
prey, and obliged every body to fave his life as well as he could : thus leaving the 
Commanians a fecond complete victory, thofe who could efcape, made the belt of 
their way to our fort. 

Thefe were two pernicious Ioffes, the greatefl: part of which undoubtedly ought to 

be charged on Mr. , for, had. he been fo prudent as to conceal his refentment 

againft the Fantyneans .and Saboans ; and, inftead of irritating them, gained them by 
a bribe, as he afterwards was obliged to do, though in vain, I do not believe they 
would have concerned themfelves for the Commanians ; by which means, after he had 
(which was very feafible) extirpated the Commanians, he might with the fame force 
have reduced the Fantyneans and Saboans to reafon. 

Our affairs continued in this pofture till Mr. expiring, left the government to his 

fucceffor, Mr. , who, as new lords generally occafion new laws, finding we loft by the 

war, by advice of thofe whom the Company had entrufted, prudently refolved, if poffible, 
to put an end to the war, and accordingly brought the Commanians to fo good a temper, 
that we foon became friends ; they not only obliging themfelves to make good the da- 
mage we had fuftained, but becoming as zealoufly engaged in our intereft as the pof- 
ture of affairs could encourage us to hope : and it was very much to be wifhed, for the 
advantage of our Company, that the peace could have continued, which would have 
confiderably advanced our trade, and ipared the large fums we were obliged to difburfe 
in the following war. But the Englifh here envying our happy concluficn of the war, 
and fearing it would not much conduce to their advantage, contrived methods to break 1 
the peace. The means which they chiefly hit upon, and praftifed, were to pofiefs the 
King, that, confidering his two viftories, he ought rather to afk than give fatisfac- 
tion, which they reinforced by inculcating our weak condition and his ftrength j urg- 
ing, that we were not in a pofture to aft offenfively again, but would be obliged, not 
only to entreat, but to buy a peace of him, which would fumifh him with an oppor- 
tunity of forcing his own conditions upon us. 

The King being not only a Commanian by birth, and confequently of their tur- 
bulent humour, but fufficiently elevated by his pall viftories, foon liftened to’ the Eng- 
lifh advice of breaking with us. To whidi he was encouraged by their aflurance, that 
they would make his caufe their own, aim accordingly fupply him with all proper ne- 
ceffaries ; upon which, he renewed his old courfe, and did as much mifchief as ever. 
This we patiently fuffered for fome time, vainly expefting relief from fair means ; but 
the longer we depended on them, they ferved only to augment his outrages, and oblige 
us to have recourfe to forcible means, which were now become abfolutely neceflary to 
preferve our charafter amongft the reft of the nations of this country ; and accordingly 
we began to think of wanner meafures. And, in conjunftion with other perfons pn> 
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per to be confulted, it was rcfolved to bring a confiderable force into the field, which 
fhould, to make fhort work at once, be able to chaltifc the Commanians ; for this end, 
we were of opinion, that as the Fantyneans lived now in amity with us, it would be very 
eafyto gain them to our fide, and, by that means, enable ourfelvcsto tame the King of 
Commany on occafion, We treated with them accordingly, and' at lull, in coufidcration of 
the value of nine hundred pounds ftcrling, to be paid to them, they obliged themfelvcs 



qualhed our defign, and, in order to keep their word with the King ot tiommany, 
or at leall to throw an obftacle in our way, one of their governors went from Cabo- 
cors to Fantyn, and prevailed with that people, for cxaftly the fame futu as we had 
before given them, to Hand neuter ; which being only oppofed by the Brall'o, they 
foon difpatched him out of the way, fubftituting immediately another in his room. To 
one who knoweth how common and trivial a crime perjury is amonglt the Negroes, it 
will not appear incredible, that they fhould rather (land flill for one thoufand eight 
hundred pounds than for nine hundred. Thus our hopeful negotiation eudod with the 
irrecoverable lofs of our money. 

The Commanians, for this reafon, growing more arrogant, began to infult us more 
than ever : to remedy which, wc agreed with the Adomians to allilt us for lei's than 
five hundred pounds, but they frilling out about the divifion of the money, as well as 
the Acaniftians and Cabeflcrchians (who were alfo by contrail: obliged to our aflift- 
ance), agreed only not to llir one foot from home. Being thus difappointod, wo call 
our lad anchor, and agreed with the Dinkirafc Ilians for the fiun of eight hundred 
pounds to take our flde, but were herein fo unhappy, that they, falling into a war with 
their near neighbours, were obliged to negleft our etiule to defend their own country : 
they indeed were yet fo honeft as to return our money, except only a finall quantity 
which ftuck to the fingers of their meffengers ; we alfo got back the grcatefl part of 
what wc had given to the Adomians, but could not recover the lead part of what the 
Fantyneans had got of us. Being in this defperatc condition, we left no means unatteinptecl 
to redrefs ourfclves, though in vain, for we were cheated on all fides. We thought of 
making an honourable end with the King of Commany, but how to compafs that we 
'could not imagine ; fearing, as the Eng iifh promifed, we fhould bo obliged to beg a 
peace, which had certainly happened, if at this critical jun&uro a better and more ho- 
nourable way had not oftered itfelf. The before-mentioned brother of the King of 
Commany, who, for fome piece of villainy (as it is reported), had, together with his 

wife and children, been fent as Haves to Suriname by Mr. , but, declared free by 

the Company, were brought hither again. Upon his arrival, wo employed him to 
found whether his brother was mod inclined to war or peace, by which means wc 
found, that he being tired with the former, would be very willing to accept the latter : 
making ufe of this opportunity to our entire fatisfattion, we concluded a peace upon 
very honourable and g ’ nc ^’ ier fide tiefiring more than a fettled and kiting 
peace, as it had ^ an accident as unexpected had not interrupted 

it ; for we to relifh the pleafure of our new tranquillity, and learned 

to prefer a proi t . . As eafe before a pernicious war j when the Englifh here being dif- 
gufted at it, or gfowing jealous that the King would adhere too clofely to us, we being 
his old friends, and fihake them off, ox for fome other unknown roafon, they murdered 
him, in a manner efteemed barbarous by all Europeans, when he came to divert him- 
felf amongft them, and make merry with them ; thus ungratefully rewarding the fe- 
veral years fervice he had done them. 

to This 
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> This barbarous addon occafioned a great alteration on the coaft. The Commanians, 
hitherto fo ftridtly allied to the Englifh, became their moll; inveterate enemies, refolv- 
ing, at any rate, to revenge their King’s death : Tecki-Ankan, on the contrary, be- 
came their greateft friend ; and, having a hand in his brother’s murder, he fled from 
us and fheltered himfelf amongft the Englifh, and agreed with them to fall upon the 
Commanians with the firft opportunity : they invited us to join with them, but that 
was refufed, we not being obliged to enter into a war on their account, and having too 
long found how fatal a war is to our commerce. They, however, went on with their 
defign, hiring the Negroes of Saboe-Acany and Cabes-Terra, with which auxiliaries 
Tecki-Ankan came into the field, and engaged the Commanians with fuch ill fuccefs, 
that, notwithftanding the number of his men was quadruple to theirs, yet he was to- 
tally routed. The Commanians owed this lignal victory to their general, Amo-Tecki, 
a Negro, who in valour equalled, if not exceeded, their murdered King. 

Notwithftanding we had been hitherto perfectly neuter, the Negro general fent a 
civil meffage to our governor, together with feveral of the fkulls of his vanquilhed 
enemies, in token that he had refolved to live and die in the fervice of the Hollanders ; 
his meffenger was civilly received, and after thanks and prefents to the general, dif- 
miffed. Were I obliged to determine concerning this aftion, I muft own that we had 
then the faireft opportunity in the world to obftruct the Englifli, and refent their former 
injuries, if we had quitted Tecki-Ankan as he deferted us, and joined with the Com- 
manians againft them. But here was a Remora in the way : for one of the greateft 
villains of this country being then broker to the Campany here, had fo gained the ear 

of Mr. our governor, that he looked upon all other advice as pernicious. This 

favourite, whether encouraged thereto by intereft, or prompted by an inveterate hatred, is 
uncertain, was continually buzzing ftories in the governor’s ears, in order to irritate him 
againft the Commanians. • They, in the mean-time, difcerning his carriage, where it 
was likely to end, were not afraid to offer us fome injuries ; by which means A kim (fo 
the broker was called) gained his end ; fo he had now fome arguments to offer for be- 
ginning a war againft them, and fucceeded fo well with Mr. , that, without con- 
fulting or imparting it to the council, he refolved upon an action equally perfidious and 
deteftable ; which was to attack the Fetuans, a people fubjeft to the Commanians, 
contrary to the common faith of nations, when they came under our protedion to 
market with their goods : accordingly this was barbaroufly put in execution, and they 
robbed of all they brought, fome of them killed, and eighty made prifoners. Pray, 
Sir, be pleafed to judge impartially ; Was not the law of nations herein violated in the 
higheft degree ? I cannot [help believing it was ; and that His Excellency cannot an- 
fwer his adting in this manner, without the advice or knowledge of the council. Had 
they indeed confented to this bafe adtion, he might, as a pretext, have alledged, that 
thefe of Fetu were juftly punifhed, becaufe they murdered fome women of Elmina as 
they were paffing by them ; though it is very improbable, becaufe the Fetuans pro- 
tefted themfelves innocent of this fact, and kept up a good correfpondence^ with us; 
nor is it to be imagined they durft fo far injure us, or offer fuch a piece of villainy, or 
f Wtv, after that, they fhould fearlefs and defenceless come to our market to vend their 
commodities, is what can never be believed by unprejudiced perfons. But feveral 
boldly affirmed, that the above-mentioned murder of the women was committed by the 
contrivance and' command of Akim himfelf and Tecky-Ankan ; designedly, to lay it to 
the charge of the Commanians, in order to ferve as a fpedous pretext to juftify our 
breaking and interrupting all commerce with them. Whether this be true or faife 
Heaven only can determine ; but it is certain, that the gentlemen of the council, 
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though they refented it as an abominable a£tion, were not willing to difeover their foil.- 
timents when part, becaufe the blame muft neceflarily fall upon Akim, whom they knew 
to be villain enough to revenge himfelf at the expencc of their lives : for whidi reafon 
they paffed over it in filenec. 5 

By thefe unwarrantable prafticcs our trade at Elmina was immediately hilled, and 
the Commanians and Fetuans were become our profefied enemies ; which fo animated 
the Englifh, that inllcad of making peace with the Salmans, the itrongeft of rite two 
they ftrengthened therafelvcs to the utmoff, and once more engaged the Commanians* 
who with their finall force behaved themfelves fo well, that they luul certainly got the 
day if their general had not been obliged to retire out of the army by a wound he re- 
ceived ; which fo confounded them, that after they had began to pul their enemies to flight, 
upon miliing their commander, they betook themfelves to their heels in the utmoff dif- 
order, leaving Tccki-Ankan and his followers an entire vittory ; their general and fovc- 
ral of the molt confiderable amongft them being killed and taken prilbncrs. By this 
fuccefs Tccki-Ankan became King of Com many, and we, as well as the Englifh, had a 
lhare of advantage by it ; though we might, if other mcafuros had been taken, have 
done ourlelves much more confiderable fervices ; but, not to lay down uncertainties for 
undeniable truths, all men, whillt they arc men, arc liable to frailties, and the managers 
of this affair had their frailties as well as others. Thus 1 have laid enough of the Com- 
manian war, and its true fourcc, by which you may be the better enabled to lpcak of 
it on occafton, and though I have left blanks for the names of our governors, you 
cannot he ignorant who is there intended ; I have alfo handled the whole as tenderly as 

was poflible without prejudice to truth ; and, what is faid to the difadvantage of Mr 

ought rather to be afenbed to his miftaken opinion of his favourite Akim, than to any 
ill intention ; but if you alk how he became fo fond of him, it is reported, that before 
he was preferred to the government, this wretch ferved him with a fidelity uncommon 
amongft the Negroes, which tinttured him with fuch a fettled good opinion of him, 
that he never could believe any thing againft him. However it was, it is certain, that 
his fond affection to this villain was by him abufed only to enrich himfelf, and render 
his mailer’s government odious to all people ; and thus he is liable to be injured who 
repofeth too much confidence in any one man, and dofpifeth the good intentions of 
others to ferve him. 

I fliall fubmit this relation to your impartial judgment, and return to the end of 
Commany. Three little miles below our fort Vrcdenburg, at the village or town of 
Mina, is fituate the caftle of St. George d’Elmina, fo famous throughout the world; it 
takes its name from the town, but why the Portuguefe, who were its baptizers, gave it 
this name, I cannot determine, for no gold mines are found for feveral miles about it ; 
but if I may guefs, I am apt to think it was becaufe here they found a great affluence 
of gold from all parts ; which feeming juft as if it came immediately from the mines, 
might probably induce them to give it this name, which it hath ever fmee kept. 1 can- 
not precend to inform you exactly when they began to build the caftle, but can only 
tell you, that we took it from them in 1638, and it is indeed juftly become famous ; 
for to fpeak but the bare truth of it, for beauty and ftrength it hath not its equal upon 
the whole coaft. It is built fquare, with very high walls, four good batteries within, 
and another on the ou^od^of the caftle ; on the fide towards the land it is adorned 
with two canals, ^.ctttrln the rock on which it Hands, which are always furnifhed with 
rain or frefh water, fufficient for the ufe of our garrifon and fhips: befides which, we 
have within the caftle three very fine ciftems, holding feveral hundred tuns, to preferve 
rain-water, fo that we are in no great danger of wanting that neceffary element. Upon 
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the caftle are placed heavy brafs-guns ; befides, the lower battery is filled with 

iron pieces, which are daily fired by way of falutation to lhips, and on fuch like occa- 
fions. There is room for a garrifon of above two hundred men in this caftle, as well 
as for feveral officers befides, all which may be fo conveniently lodged, that they would 
have no reafon to complain. 3 

. Under, or before this caftle, is the town of Mina, called by the natives Oddena; it 
is very long and indifferently broad; the houfes are built with rock-ftone, in which it 
differs from all other places, they being ufually only compofed of clay and wood. 
About fifteen or fixteen years paft it was very populous, and eight times as ftrong as at 
prefent, the inhabitants being then very terrible to all the Negroes on the coaft, and 
fuch as could, under a good general, fucceed in great undertakings ; but about fifteen 
years paft, the fmall-pox fwept away fo many, and fince, by the Commanian wars, to- 
gether with the tyrannical government of fome of their generals, they have been fo 
miferably depopulated and impoverifhed, that it is hardly to be believed how weak it is 
at prefent, it not being able to fixrnifh out fifty armed men without the help of the fervants 
of the Europeans ; and there is no place upon the whole Gold Coaft without fome of the 
Negroes of Elrnina, for fome of them, who were friends to the Commanians, fled to 
them, but moft of them from the tyranny of their governors, and our above-mentioned 
Akim, who only kept them as ftieep for flaughter. "When I firft came upon the coaft, 
I have frequently told five or fix hundred canoes which went a fifhing every morning ; 
whereas now fcarcely one hundred appear, and all the people fo poor, that their miferable 
cafe is very deplorable, efpecially if we refleCt upon their former condition : fo that 
indeed, it is highly neceffary that a governor ihould quickly be fet over them ; who, 
by mild ufage, would foon recall the deferters, efpecially if he were fo prudent as to 
banilh, or at leaft cramp Akim, fo that he fhould not be able to go far inland, where 
he hath, at our coft, ir&de himfelf fo many friends, that he would certainly do more 
mifchief. This is what I am of opinion would fucceed well if put in pra&ice, and i 
heartily wilh it for the good of our company, and all the poor people of the village ; in 
which hope and expectation I conclude, &c. 


LETTER IV. — Containing a Defcription of Fetu, and our Port, together with the chitf 
Place of Refidence of the Englijh , and another Fort there ftuated . — A Defcription of 
Saboe, and Fort Naffaw there ; of Fantyn and the Places poffcjfed by us, and the Englijh . — 
The great Power and perverfe Nature of the Fantynean Negroes, by which we, as well 
as the Englijh,fitffer very much. 

Sir, 

I WROTE to you my laft, which, though it met with a tedious paffage, I hope 

did not prove difagreeable when it reached your hands, and fince I fent that, I am 
honoured with yours of the 24th, brought to the coaft by a Zealand interloper. I can- 
not help obferving, that, puffied on by a very inquifitive genius, you not only make ufe 
of all opportunities of writing to me, continually urging me to purfue my defcription of 
the coaft ; but are always putting me in mind of anfwering by the fame Ihip. But my 
very good friend, do not you know that I am forbidden the receiving of any letters 
from, or delivery of any to fuch fhips. I dare fay you think there is no difference what 
Clip brings the letter, if it be right delivered j well, to tell you the truth, I do not think 
the'difference very great, and provided our company be not injured, I cannot fee any 
crime in it ; wherefore you may be affured that I lball flip no opportunity, and if you 

pleafe 
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pleafe to contimm the fame care, the opportunities here, aiul in Europe, arc fo frequent, 
that we may be enabled, by the continual interchange of letters, to be always informed 
of each other’s welfare. 

From my former three, which in ail probability you have received before now, you 
fom d that I am free enough, and conlbquen' l v need not be silked t'vi* hut to gratify 
your defire as effectually as I can, I fliall begin where l broke oJf my laft, sit: the cattle 
of Klrnina, and fo continue my defeription. 

Below, or next our cattle, and by the village Mina, runs a finall river inwards to- 
wards the country, for about half a mile, the water of which, according- to Monficur 
Focquenbrog, is ten times falter than the faltett brine or pickle : though 1 have, in the 
months of May and June, found it as frefli as rain-water : perhaps becaufe in thofe 
months tho rains are fo great, and the waters fall off the circumjacent lulls into this 
river, as fwiltly as a tide from the lea, fo that this place is very convenient tor water- 
mills, the ftream fo running, that it would eafily turn a mill. But what Mr. Focquen- 
brog affirms of the faltnefs of this river, mult be underlined in very dry Icafons : for 
the foil hereabouts being very nitrous, and the river very lhallow, if is probable enough 
that the fca-water in this river may be fooner congealed into isdt by the fun, than in 
the main fesi, which the inhabitants have alfo obferved : for they boil this water into 
fait, by which they gain confidorably. This river feparates the country of Commany 
from that of Fetu. Near this, and in Fetu, is fituate upon a high hill, called Ht.Jago, 
our fortrcla of Conraadsburg, which .is a beautiful quadrangular fort, llrcngthened, as 
molt of ours are, with four good batteries, belides four Idler, which if hath in the out- 
wall that cncompafles it. In Ihort, here is cannon enough, and the fort is fo Itrong, 
that if it were well ftored with provisions, and well garrifoned, it would do very good 
fcrvice: it has an indifferent high tower in the middle, which only adorns the building, 
but from the top affords a molt beautiful profped of the circumjacent land and ocean, 
as well as ufcfully ferves to difeover {hips l'evcn or eight miles dilbuit at foa. 

Before any fort was built upon St. Jago, that hill was of great fervicc ; it was from 
thence we chiefly obliged the cattle of St. George to furrendor, for our cannon planted 
there perfectly commanded the cattle ; wherefore we ought to bo nearly concerned for 
the defence and prefer vatiou of this fort and hill ; for thefe once loll, the cattle of 
St. George could not hold out long, and accordingly therefore as much care is always 
taken of this as the cattle itfelf, there being always an cnflgn left there with a good 
garrifon under his command. St. Jago being in Fetu, 1 {hall here acquaint you that 
that land is forty miles long, and about as broad : it begins, as I have told you above, 
with the hill St. Jago, or the Salt River, and ends below the Danifh Mount, patting 
by Cabocors. This country was formerly fo powerful and populous that it {truck 
terror into all its neighbour-nations, efpecially that of Commany, which it fubje&ed to 
its government. But it is at prefent fo drained by continual wars, that it is entirely 
ruined, and almoft owns the Commanians its matters, the King of Fetu nor his nobles 
not daring to ttir without the permiflion of the King of Commany ; the groateit caufe 
of which is, that in the Commanian wars Fetu was divided, part of it adhering to the 
Comitjanians, and part to our fide, and fome of each being killed they fullered a double 
lofs, and were very much diminiflied in the laft battle, fo that you may very well con- 
jecture they cannot be very numerous ; nor indeed are there enough to give this fine 
country its proper tillage, though it is fo fruitful and pleafant that it may be compared 
to Ante. _ Frequently upon walking through it before the laft war, 1 have l'een it 
abound with fine well-built and populous towns, fo agreeably enriched with vaft quan- 
tities of corn and cattle, palm-wine and oil, that it was not a. little pleafant to obferve ; 
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but what was moft charming was, that it was fo covered with fmooth ftraight paths, 
and trees {landing fo thick together, from Elmina to Simbe fa village about a mile and 
a half up the Fetuan country), that I have been flielteied both from fun and rain. 
The beautiful lofty trees on the hills, and freih rivers in this country, do not a little 
adorn it. In fhort, this land very well deferves its fituadon fo near our chief place of 
refidence. 

The inhabitants all apply themfelves without any diftinction to agriculture ; fome fow 
corn, others prefs oil and draw wine from the palm-tree, with both which it is plenti- 
fully ftored. About three miles on foot, or two long ones by fea from this place, at 
the town of Ooegwa, or according to others, Cabacors, which is a cape bearing out 
at fea, is the Englilh chief fort, which next to that of St. George d’Elmina is the largeft 
and moft beautiful on the whole coaft ; within, it is well furnifhed with fine and'well- 
built dwelling-places ; before it they have alfo built a high turret to fecure the lives of 
the people of the town, in cafe of an invafion of holtile Negroes. The fort is ftrength- 
ened with four very large batteries, befides a fifth, on which are planted thirteen pieces 
of heavy cannon, and thefe being pointed at the water-paflage, can eafily prevent any 
{hips of their enemies’ anchoring in that road ; befides which, a great rock lies juft 
before the fort, fo that it is impoffible to {hoot at it from the fea. 

The worft of all is, that here is generally but a very weak garrifon ; one part of 
which (I mean the foldiers) confifts of fuch miferable poor wretches, that the very 
fight of them excites pity. They look as awkward and as wrifled as an old company of 
Spaniards ; the reafon of which is, partly, that they greedily entertain thofe who quit 
or def ert our fervice ; which they will never deliver over to us out of a miftaken mercy, 
thereby freeing them from their deferved punifliment. And though by firm promifes 
and mutual agreement, we have frequently and interchangeably obliged ourfelves not 
to countenance or entertain any deferters from each other, but on the contrary to fend 
them home in irons, yet they have once more broken the articles ; and notwithlland- 
ing that thofe who run away from us are chiefly fottilh wretches, yet they are very 
welcome to them ; the Engliih never being better pleafed than when the foldier fpends 
his money in drink, efpecially in punch ; a liquor made of brandy, water, lime-juice 
and fugar, which make altogether an unwholefome mixture. Some of the agents 
make a confiderable advantage of felling this liquor by their emiflaries under-hand ; 
for the foldier pays double its value, and thofe who fpend but a little money that way, 
are fure to be very well beaten, they taking no care whether the foldier at pay-day faves 
gold enough to buy viduals, for it is fuffident if he have but fpent it in. punch j by 
which exceffive tipling and forry feeding, moft of the garrifon look as if they were 
hag-ridden. This is a fault which fome greedy agents will not corred, becaufe they 
would lofe too much by an alteration. 

It is very well known that you are a learned phyfician, but I cannot tell whether 
you are of Mr. Bontekoe’s opinion, who ventures to fay that moft men Ihorten their 
days by an irregular way of living, but this muft be candidly interpreted: however, 
you undemanding this belt, I {hall leave it to .you to determine ; but if our mentioned 
author means fuch irregular lives as the Englilh live here, I ihould make no difficulty 
to declare for his doctrine. It is incredible how many are confumed by this damnable 
liquor (pardon the expreflion), which is not only confined to the foldiery, but fome of 
the principal people are fo bigotted to it, that I really believe for all the time I was 
upon the coaft, that at leaft one of their agents, and fedors innumerable, died yearly. 
So that if the ftate of health in Guinea be computed by the number of Englilh which 
die here, certainly this country muft have a much more unhealthful name in England, 
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fhan with us ; and to tellan Englilhman that their illnefs proceeds from their debauches 
in this liquor, would lignify juft as much as to inform them that the exedfive eating of 
fleih (of which they are fuch great lovers) is very prejudicial to human bodies. But 
enough of this. 

Under the Englilh fort is the before-mentioned town, which was formerly well peo- 
pled ; but this, as well as all the others, has fullered very much in the Cammanian 
war ; befides that the multiplicity of Englilh interlopers hath continually ftript it of its 
inhabitants ; for when they come hither, they always take feme of them with them to 
Fida, to aflift them in buying of Haves ; after which, they liking the place, live there, 
and feldoxn remember to come home again, fo that at prelent the village is half wafted, 
and the houfes are in a ruinated condition. 

Behind this town the Englilh have a large tower, upon which are planted fix pieces 
of cannon, and garrifoned I believe with about as many men. This doth, or lhould 
ferve, as they fay, to keep the Negroes of the town in awe, as well as defend them 
from all other Negroes their enemies, that come from the in-land country ; but in my 
opinion, it is a perfect unncceffary charge, their caftlo being fo high that it will eafily 
perform that olEce alone, 

Under the Englifh fort is a houfe, not unlike a l'mall fort, with a Hag on it and fomc 
cannon ; this is inhabited by an Englilh Mulatto, by name Edward Barter, who hath 
a greater power on the coalt than all the three Englilh agents together (in whom the 
chief command of the coal! is veiled jointly) ; who, by rcafon of their ihorl: ftay here, 
arc fo little acquainted with the affairs of this coalt, that they fuller tlicmfolvcs to be 
guided by him, who very well knows how to make his advantage of them : he is 
become fo confiderable that he can raife a large number of armed men, fame whereof 
are his own Haves, and the reft freemen that adhere to him ; fo that his intereft is at 
prefent fo great that he is very much refpetted, honoured and fervod by the principal 
people about him ; and whoever defigns to trade with the Englilh, mult ftand well 
■with him before he can fucceed. This Mulatto pretends to be a Chrillian, and by his 
knowledge of that religion, which he hath acquired by the advantage he hath of reading 
and writing, might very well pals for one ; but his courl'e of life is utterly contra- 
dictory, for though he is lawfully married in England, he hath above eight wives and 
as many miftreffes. But this the Englilh mult not take for dilhoueft or irreligious, 
fince moft of their chief officers or governors follow the Mulatto’s example pretty 
clofely, for I believe that two of the prefent agents have about fix. 

Upon the Danilh Mount (fo called becaufe the Danes polTeffed it before the Englilh), 
is another Englifh fort, of which they boaft as much as we do of ours of St. Jago, but 
without the lead reafon, for it lay four years more like a defolate country cottage than 
a fortrefs, its lhattered walls being mended with clay, and its houfe within covered 
with reeds, as thofe of the Negroes 5 and if I were an utter ftranger to the flovenlinefs 
of the Englilh, I lhould admire why they are fo carclcfs of a place of fo great an im- 
portance ; for if an enemy becomes matter of this hill, and plants but fix pieces of 
cannon there, he js confequently matter of Cabacors alfo, it lying fo far at his mercy 
that he may from hence level it with the ground ; and yet it continued in this ridiculous 
condition all the laft war, and might eafily have been taken by twelve men; and 
really we cannot help wondering here to fee the Englilh regard nothing fo much as 
enriching themfelves at the expence of their mailers. 

But at laft, it feems, fqme well-meaning officer has informed the gentlemen.of the 
African Company in England, of the wretched ftate of this fortrefs ; for in the year 
t exprefs orders came to repair and put if in a pofture of defence 5 and ever fince 
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they have been rebuilding of it, having entirely pulled down the old one. The agents 
obliged me with a light of the model, purfuant to which that already finilhed is built, 
as the whole is intended ; and by this I perceive they do not defign to take up a large 
compafs of ground j but when finilhed it will be fo ftrong that no fort on the coaft will 
be comparable to it. The form of it, and the natural ftrength of the hill, which they 
intend to cut fteep, fo that but one accefs to it lhall be left, will render it fo ftrong, 
that if well ftored with provifions, and well garrifoned, it cannot be taken without great 
difficulty ; which will be yet augmented if we conlider that the enemies, bang unac- 
cuftomed to the air, and apprehenfive of the natives, can hardly beliege it : they who 
would have it mull take it by furprize, for I dare engage when it is finilhed the Englilh 
may fafely depend on it : but the building advances fo flowly, that heaven knows when 
that will be. But to leave the Englilh to fliift for themfelves, and to come to our defcrip- 
tion of Saboe, which begins at the bottom of this hill, and ends about half a mile below 
Mouree, being in its whole extent along the lhore hardly two miles long, and about 
twice as broad. From the Danilh Mount iris about a little half mile to Congo, where 
we formerly had a fine ftone houfe, divided and fituated upon two hillocks, where our 
flag was planted, of which there is' only a fmall remainder left, fufficient to prove our 
propriety ; and indeed we cannot exped any other advantage by building in this place 
than to keep out other Europeans ; for if any of them Ihould fettle here, they might 
very much prejudice our trade at Mouree. 

Saboe is about equal in power with Commany, and its inhabitants exa&ly as great 
villains, we being obliged to blame their King, next the Englilh, for the mifcarriage of 
our defign againft Commany. For this ignominious wretch, under pretence of being 
moderator betwixt the Commanians and us, abufed us feveral times by dilatory and 
fraudulent means, which, though we plainly faw, yet we were afraid to refent, leaft, 
inftead of a feigned friend, we Ihould make him our profeffed enemy 5 and for this 
reafon, we were obliged, not only to pafs by his mean-fpirited frauds unobferved, but 
fometimes alfo to make him a prefent. 

The kingdom of Saboe produceth, in great abundance, com, jammes, potatoes, and 
other fruits of the earth ; with which, and palm-oil, about an hundred Canoas are 
daily laden at Mouree, bound for Axim and Acra. 

At Mouree, about half a mile below Congo, Hands our fort Naflaw, built by our- 
felves, which was our chief place of refidence when the Portuguefe had Elmina ; and 
really if E lmina were not in being, we needed not to be afhamed to own this for our 
chief fort. It is aknoft fquare, the front being fomewhat the broadeft j it is provided 
with four batteries and eighteen pieces of cannon ; the walls are higher than thofe of 
any fort, except Elmina, upon the whole coaft ; the curtain takes In the two fea-bat- 
teries, and is fo fpacious and convenient, that we might eafily make fuch a battery as 
the Englilh have at Cabocors : but its greateft ornaments and conveniences are the four 
towers placed at its four comers. To be Ihort, this fort is next Elmina, which is our 
belt. It was formerly garrifoned by feventy or eighty men ; whofe number at prefent is 
very much diminifhed, though there are enough ftill left to defend it againft the 


Ncscrocs. 

The village Mouree, lying under it, is not fo large as Elmina, but more populous ; 
the greateft part of its inhabitants are fiihermen, who go out every morning four or 
five hundred Canoas to fife, and, upon their return, are obliged to pay the fifth filh as a 
toll to our fiuftor, who governs this town. This fort, of toll we yet. referve at three 
places befides, viz. at Axim, Chama, and Elmina, by reafon we have conquered thefe 
places though I dare not affirm that of Mouree. No -other Europeans have this pe- 
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culiar prerogative, nor do any of them exercife fuch a fovereign authority over their 
Negro fubje&s as we ; which is indeed chiefly their own. fault, and, by their means 
we have alfo loft fomc of our former power. * 

Before I leave Saboe, I mult inform you, that its natives have been longeft known 
to our Company, whofe directors have feen two of their ambaffadors at Amfterdam, 
though fo long ago, that I know nothing of their reception or their errand to Holland ; 
of both which the prefent King is as ignorant as myfolf. 

I defigned to have ended this letter with the Saboan county, but having time enough 
on ,my hands to deferibe the Fantynean land, I fhall take this opportunity to do it. 
This, country borders on the well of Saboe, the Iron Mount, half a mile below Mouree, 
being its extremity : this hill is about a quarter of a mile long, and hath on its higheft 
part a charming walk fo thickly fhaded with trees, that the light is obfeured at noon- 
day. From the foot of this hill Fantyn extends itfelf about nine or ten miles along the 
fea-fide, being alfo fome miles broad. 

The Englifh have a fort in this country, befides three lodges, as we have a fort here 
alfo. The firft Engliflr flag which offers itfelf to our view in our defeent, is at Inge- 
nifian, where the entire garrifon confifts of one whole Engiifli-«w«, who lies here ; Is it 
pofiible for him to preferve the honour of the flag ? 

Half a mile below this, at Annamabo, the Englifli have a finall, but very neat, com- 
pact fort ; near which, the road is always full of Englifli flhips. This place would 
afford a confiderable gold and llave-trade, if the Englifli interlopers did not carry it 
very near all, and the Zeland interlopers arc fure to make ufe of what opportunity the 
others leave. 

The Englifli here are fo horribly plagued by the Fantynean Negroes, that they are 
fometimes even confined to their fort, not being permitted to fltir out. And if the 
Negroes diflike the governor of the fort, they ufually fend him in a Canoa in contempt 
to Cabocors ; nor are the Englifli able to oppofe or prevent it, but are obliged to make 
their peace by a prefent. The town Annamabo may very well pafs for the flrongeft on 
the whole coaft, affording as many armed men as the whole kingdom of Saboe or 
Commany ; and yet in proportion bat a fifth part of Fantyn. 

If the Fantyneans were not in perpetual civil divifions, the circumjacent countries 
would foon find their power by the irruptions into their territories. Befides that this 
land is fo populous, it is very rich in gold, flaves, and all forts of ncceflaries of life ; 
hut more efpccially corn, which they fell in large quantities to the Englifli {hips. This 
great opulency has rendered them fo arrogant and haughty, that an European who 
would traffic with them is obliged to ftand bare to them. 

Here is no king, the government being in the hands of a chief commander, whom 
they call their Braffo, a word importing leader. He is a fort of chief governor, and 
has the greateft power of any in the whole land, but is fomewhat clofely reftrained by 
the old men, who are a fort of national counfellors, not unlike fome European parlia- 
ment, a&ing perfcftly according to their inclinations, without confulting the Braffo ; 
befides thefe, every part of Fantyn hath alfo its particular chief, who will fometimes 
lcarce own himfelf fubjefl; to the Braffo, who hath the ineffectual name of fupreme 
power. 

The inland inhabitants, befides trading, are employed in tillage and drawing of palm- 
wine : of which they have a fort here called Quaker (which fignifies the fame |s in 
Englifh), from its extraordinary exhilarating qualities, which are experienced by.ihofe 
who take large draughts of it ; it is fold at double the price of the common fort, and 
fo greedily bought up, that there is feldom enough for the demand. 

The 
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The Negroes of Fantyn drive a very great trade with all forts of interlopers, and 
that freely and boldly in the fight of both nations ; I mean the Englifh and Dutch, 
neither of them daring to hinder it : for if they fhould attempt it, it would ruin them 
there, we not having the leaft power over this nation. There are, I believe, four 
thoufand fifhermen in this country. 

But to proceed on our journey ; about half a mile farther, we come to Adja, a vil- 
lage, where, as well as formerly at Annamabo, we had a fort, till by treachery we 
were forced out of it by the Englifh, who being jointly engarrifoned with our men, 
treated them in a barbarous and cruel manner. The Englifh have planted their flag 
upon a Negro’s houfe here, and their Company hath one fa£tor here to buy millet of 
the Fantyneans for their flave-fhips ; but he finding greater profit in trading with the 
interlopers, can fpare his mafter’s fhips but a fmall fhare. 

A little lower, juft at the village, juftly called Little Cormantyn, ftand sour fortrefs 
Amfterdam, the chief refidence of the Englifh, till they were driven from thence by 
Admiral De Ruyter, anno 1665. This fort being fufficiently large, is ftrengthened 
by three fmall and a fine large battery, containing twenty pieces of cannon. The go- 
vernor fet over this fort is a chief faCtor, as that of Mouree. A moderate charge 
would very much improve this fortrefs ; but the commerce of the place not bring fuf- 
ficient to bear the expence, it is better to let it alone. This village is fo fmall and wretch- 
edly poor, it is not worth our thoughts. But Great Cormantyn, a town which lies a 
cannon-fhot below our fort upon a high hall, is fo large and populous, that it very well 
deferves the name of great : all the inhabitants, befides mercantile traders, are fifher- 
men, amounting to the number of feven or eight hundred, and fometimes one thou- 
fand. From this place the country of Fantyn reaches feven or right miles on the fhore, 
bring all the way replenifhed with fmall villages, very pleafant to obferve in palling by 
in a Canoa. 

At the etid of Fantyn, the Englifh, two years paft, planted another flag, and began 
to build a fort ; whether their expectations were not fadsfied, or they could not agree 
with the Negroes, is uncertain, but at prefent they are endeavouring to remove all 
the materi als from thence, which the Negro commander-in-chief hath hitherto hin- 
dered ; and how it will end, time muft difcover. 

From what I have laid, you may be informed what places the Englifh and we poflefs 
in Fantyn, both of- us having an equal power, that is, none at all. For when thefe 
people are incline d to it, they fhut up all the paffes fo clofe that not one merchant can 
poffibly come from the in-land country to trade with us, and fometimes, not content 
with this, they prevent the bringing provifions to us, till we have made peace with 
them. They have a hank upon us, we having formerly contracted to give them a 
good fum of ready money, befides 300 guilders for every one of the Company’s fhips 
which for the future fhould bring any goods hither, in confideration of their aid in the 
taking Fort Amfterdam, and other auxiliary affiftance : but in this contract it was par- 
ticularly flipulated, that flave-fhips fhould be excepted from paying any thing; notwith- 
ftanding which they are now become fo unreafonable, that they will make no difference 
between flave-fhips and others, obliging us equally to pay for all ; and all our remon- 
ftrances that it is contrary to the treaty are wholly ineffectual, for if we will live at quiet, 
we are always obliged to humour them. They alfo extort a good fum from the Eng- 
lifh yearly ; in fhort, they treat us both alike. But having laid enough for this rime, 
I defire you to accept the repeated aflurances of myfervice, &c. 
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LETTER V. — Deferring the Country of A cron, and our Fort there ; Agonna, and the 
Englijh Fort there ; and lafily , the great Kingdom of Aquamboe , and the Englifh , 
Dani/h , and Dutch Forts in it ; together with feme remarkable Events in that Country ! 

Sm, 

MY kit of the 27th — — concluded with Fantyn. The yet undeferibed remainder 
of the Gold Coaft contains the three following kingdoms, viz- Acron, Agonna, and 
Aquamboe. The firlt whereof borders on the Fantynean country ; and in the middle 
of it, at the village Apam, in the year 1697, we began to build a fmall fort, or rather 
houfe, now fortified with two batteries : to this we have given the name of Fort Leyd- 
faamhcyd, i. e. Patience, becaufe we met with fufiicicnt opportunity of excrciling that 
virtue in building it, by the frequent oppofitions of the Negroes. Our chief factor 
there, by the deadnefs of trade, and the depraved nature of the inhabitants, is fo per- 
plexed, that he hath enough to do to keep his temper. I never was fo deceived in my 
expectation as by thefe Natives ; they appeared fo well at firlt, that by my advice the 
building of this fort was very much expedited, but I foon enough repented of it. Upon 
the two batteries are eight pieces of cannon, but its greateft ltrength and ornament is 
derived from a fine turret before it. \, 

The village which lies under it is very little, and formerly, as well as now, only in- 
habited by fifiiermen. But this place, as well as all Acron, is very conveniently 
fituated for trade ; and if the natives were more tradable, might in few years become 
a populous town Acron, as I told you, is a kingdom ; but its King under the pro- 
tection of his principal fubje&s, efpecially his nephew and general: this is a molt 
pernicious villain, whofe favage humour occasioned all the differences we have had, 
and the oppofwion we have met with here. I have feveral times difeourfed with him, 
and though I could not difeover any capacity in. him that he was a man of the leaf!: 
judgment, yet the whole council turns upon and centers in him. The reft of the 
chiefs are all very good men, and are not for pulhing on war. The King, who is 
about feventy years of age, is an extraordinary good-natured man, with whom I have 
often been very merry : he is thought to be the richeft prince in ready-money on the 
whole coaft (except the King of Aquamboe), and yet I have obferved him fo meanly 
robed, that all he had about him was not worth half a crown. 

The people of Acron feldonx or never enter into war ; for having chofen the 
Fantyneans for their protestors, none dare injure or attack them ; by which they have 
a very, good opportunity of tilling their land in quiet; and they accordingly hufband 
their time and ground lb well, that every year produceth a plentiful harvelt, a great 
pari of which crop they difpofe of to other countries. Harts, hares, partridges, phea- 
lants, and other wild-fowl and quadrupeds are here in great abundance, and very good. 
About three or four months pa.lt, three or four friends and myfelf had the diverfion of 
taking a hare in a manner not very common. Behind our fort, which is built on a 
hill, is a vale about a mile fquare, where there were abundance of hay-cocks ; here, 
about twilight we met a young hare, that, being purfued by my dog, took refuge in a 
hay-cock ; in which, though we made a diligent fearch, we could not find him, till at 
hit burning the hay-cock, to our mighty furprize, we found the hare fitting under the 
allies of the hay unhurt, and carried her alive with us to Elmina. From this accident, 
and the vaft quantities of hares, I queltion not but a good pack of exquifite hunters 
would have very good fport here. 
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Acron is divided into Little and Great Aaron. Little Aaron is that which we have 
defcribed : Great Acron is further in-land, and its government is a fort of republic, if 
not anarchy $ and though thefe are two countries, and have no dependance on reyfr 
other, yet they live in perfed amity. 

A little below our fort a fait river takes its courfe in-land about a mile, which abounds 
both in fifh and fowl, and is confequently very pleafant. 

About a mile further eaftward, in the country of Agonna, is a very high hill, called 
Monte de Diable, or Devil’s Mount ; to whom it is often prefented by the feamen, be- 
caufe being very high, they often fee it at a diftance, long before they can reach it, 
when the wind is contrary. This hill is reported to be enriched with vaft quantities of 
gold ; of which it is alfo affirmed, that the Agonnafian Negroes, after violent fhowers, 
gathered it to confiderable value, the rain having wafhed it off with the fend. This 
year one Mr. Baggs died at Cabocors, who was agent for the Englifh, and entrufted 
with a -more ample commiffion than any of his predeceffors, or the three together who 
ufed to govern, had been charged with for feveral years. This extenfive commiffion, 
if we may believe the Englifh, was given him by the diredors of the African Company, 
becaufe he had informed them of, and promifed to dig gold, or gold ore, out of this 
hill, and fend it over to them. To this purpofe he brought all manner of neceffary 
inftruments along with him. But I am certain if he had purfued his defign effedually, 
the Agonnafians would have treated him and his men as ill as the Commanians did us ; 
which, I believe, his fucceffors will wifely confider. 

Agonna begins with or about this hill, and is at prefent, as it hath for fome time 
paft, been governed by a woman, with as much courage and condud as other countries 
are ruled by men. I do not remember any other kingdom among the Negroes where 
the fupremacy defcends to females as well as males. This govemefs is fo wife, that to 
keep the government entirely in her own hands, {he lives unmarried. But that fhe may 
not remain a perfed ftranger to the foft paffion, fhe generally buys a brifk jolly flave, 
with whom fhe diverts herfelf ; prohibiting him, on forfeiture of his head, to in- 
trigue with any other woman : and whdn the youth has loft his charms, or her paffion 
palls, he is exchanged for another, though fome will not allow her fo honourable as 
to be fetisfied with one at a time $ if fhe fhould, it would difcover a natural chaftity 
and virtue, fince, checked by no religion or law, fhe is fo perfedly miftrefe of her 
favours, that fhe may confer them on whom fhe pleafeth without fear or fcandal. 

About the middle of Agonna the Englifh built a fmalL fort in the yea? 1694 ; it is 
covered with a flat roof, and hath four batteries, fo large that a man may eafily leap 
over them without a ftick ; and the guns are of a proportionable bignefs, one of them 
difcharging a half pound ball : in fhort, it is like our forts at Boutry, Zaconde, • 
Chama, and Apam, and theirs at Dickjefchoof, a fort which wants another to defend 
it. The adjacent village, by fome called Wimba and others Simpa, is about as large 
as other villages commonly are, chiefly inhabited by fifhermen, and very agreeably 
fituated amongft trees. Trade is here at as low an ebb as at Apam ; but when the 
wars in the in-land country come to an end, both places will be found well fituate for 

commerce. . 

Agnnna furpaffes Acron in largenefe, power, and riches ; though m fertility ana 
pleafentnefs they are very near equal, only the former is adorned with a beautiful large 
frefh ’river, which both the Englifh and Negroes affirm to abound as plentifully with 
oyfters and other fifh, and all forts of apes, as any on the whole coaft. Having not 
obferved it myfelf, I am obliged to relate this on report. 
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We come next to the laft country on the Gold Coaft, namely, that of Aquamboe - 
the greateft part of which is fituated in-land ; but I Hull deferibe it among the kingdoms 
of the coaft, becaufe we have a daily and confiderable traffic with them ; and their King 
extends his power over the Negroes of the coaft above twenty miles ; and notwithftand- 
ing thefe are governed by feveral Kings, I {hall venture to add them to his territories 
he equally exercifing an unlimited fovercignty over them and his own fubje&s. His 
arbitrary defpotic power occafions the proverbial faying, that there are only two 
forts of men in Aquaraboe, of which the King and his friends are one, and their flaves 
the other ; fo that he wants no other attendants than thofe of his own ho life. 

The Aquamboe Negroes are very haughty, arrogant, and warlike ; their power is 
alfo very terrible to all their neighbouring countries, except Akim : the nations under 
their ppwer are miferably tormented with the daily plundering, or rather robbing 
vifits, the Aquamboan foldiers make them, they not daring to oppofe them in the leaft, 
for fear the King, who never fails fevercly to revenge his loldicrs’ quarrels, fhould hear 
of it. Some time paft the Aquamboan government was adminiftered by two, viz. the 
old and young King, though the latter is excluded on pretence of his minority, by 
his father’s brother, aflifted by his own mother, fo that the uncle reigned in conjunc- 
tion with his father. This double hierarchy was found extremely prejudicial to the 
fubje&s, who were fure to iuffer from the one as well as the other tyrant ; till the year 
1699, when the old King dying, the young one eftablifhed himfclf folely on the throne, 
utterly excluding the other, and reigning at prefent. The old King was a man of a 
wicked abjett temper, and an inveterate enemy to the Europeans ; and though he re- 
ceived from the Englifh, Danes, and us, an ounce of gold, in recognition of the 
liberty given us by his predeceffors to build in his dominions ; yet he horridly plagued 
us, and that in fo unreafonable a manner, that if he did but fancy any of us had injured 
him, he was fure to oblige us all three to fatisfa&ion, by (hutting up the pafles fo 
clofely, that not fo much as a fmgle merchant could get to us : fo that it is not to be 
doubted but his death hath, and will contribute to the advancement of the European 
trade here ; the prefent King being a more intelligent and rational Negro, as well as 
a friend to the Europeans, efpecially the Hollanders '; which plainly appeared in his 
dangerous illnefs, that his country-phyficians could not cure, for then he confidently 
entrufted himfelf in our hands, coming in perfon to our fort with a few of his attend- 
ants, and refided there for fome time, being roughly enough handled by our barber, but 
luckily alraoft cured: his diftemper being of tnat nature, that he cannot expe£t to be 
entirely freed from its effefts ; and he is accordingly at prefent not only incapable of 
procreating children, but of the enjoyment of any of his wives ; of which he hath a 
large number. 

Excelfive venery in his youth occafioned his indifpofition ; his wives who endeavoured 
to reftrain him he rewarded with broken heads, though he hath too late fufficiently 
repented of it; and it is indeed a pity, for he is a clean well-(haped Negroe, and in the 
flower of his age. 

In the time of the old King, we were very defirous to build a fort, and accordingly 
begun it at the village Ponni, at the end of the Gold Coaft. But when our (hip with 
building materials arrived at Acra, being informed that Ado was gone with his army 
againft the enemies, for fear the old King (hould too much impofe on us, we defifted ; 
in which we were very fortunate by reafon we (hould only have put ourfelves to unne- 
ceflary expence, for at this time we find the trade not fo confiderable as was pretended, 
and that a lodge with a man or two *e fufficient : wherefore, without a very great 
alteration of the pofture of affairs, I do not believe that a fort will ever be built there. 

I have 
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I have before hinted to you, that we, as well as the Englifli and Danes, have a fort 
at Acra ; all which three may be reckoned amongft the beft forts on the coaft. Steering 
our courfe eaftwards, the firft we meet with in our way is that of the Englifli, which 
is a well-built fquare fort, with four batteries ; its walls high and thick, eipecially on 
that fide towards us fomewhat thicker than ordinary : it is fumiflied with twenty-five 
pieces, the greateft part of which are fo fmall and flight, that if they fhould be attacked 
they would do very well to exchange them for twelve good heavy guns. This, like all 
the Englifli forts, is very meanly garrifoned, as if it were fufficient to build forts, fur- 
nilh them with cannon and neceffary provifions, without men, in which the Englifli are 
every where deficient ; and it were well if others did not follow too clofely their exam- 
ple. But of that no more at prefent, not doubting but thofe whom it concerns will in 
time amend that fault. 

Within cannon-ihot below this, lies our fort Creveceur ; how proper it is for the 
refidence of a chief governor, the trade thereabouts will decide. This fort furpaffes 
the Englifli in largenefs and good guns, though about equal in ftrength, except only 
that our walls are thinner than theirs, and confequently cannot endure fo great a Ihock ; 
aud indeed it is to be wiflied that we may live in peace with that nation, for if it fliould 
happen otherwife, both have here a convenient opportunity of continually exchanging 
very rough and warm falutations. 

Exa&ly a cannon-ihot below ours (lands the Daniih fort Chriftiaanfburg ; the only 
one they ‘have on this coaft, which was taken from them by the Negroes, anno 1693, 
when they entirely ftript it and kept it for fome time. This misfortune of the Danes 
was occasioned by the death of feveral of their garrifon ; and though we could not 
but bemoan their hard fate j yet it was really diverting to obferve what work the Negroes 
made with the fortrefs ; their commander Affammeni dreifed himfelf in the Daniih 
governor’s habit, and caufed himfelf to be complimented by that name; in acting 
which part he occafioned feveral very comical fcenes ; he thundered at all the Englifli 
and Zealandiih interlopers by way of falute with his cannon, as if there would never 
be an end of the powder, and remained in pofleffion of the fort till two Danifli fliips 
arrived on the coaft, when, by means of a very confiderable prefent to the King of 
Aquamboe, but more efpecially by our interceffion, it was re-delivered to them ; which 
fervice they afterwards as bafely as ungratefully rewarded, but they were no great 
gainers by it ; for to garrifon their fort, they were obliged to leave their (hips fo poorly 
manned, that they became a prey to the pirates in the fight of Guinea. 

This fort would be too ftrong for the united force of the Englifli fbfejfe and ours. It 
is a fquare building, ftrengthened with four batteries, and to the beft of my memory 
twenty guns. It appears very beautiful, and looks as if it were but one continued 
battery, as it is really in effe£t ; for the roof being entirely flat, the cannon may con- 
veniently be planted on all parts of it. 

It is now time to proceed to the more in-land part of Aquamboe. Though the 
Vngliih, Danes, and we have forts here, yet our authority is very fmall, and confined 
within our own walls, fo that the forts only ferve to defend ourfelves ; for if we fliould 
wakft any attempts on the Negroes, they would certainly end in our deftru&ion. 

Each fort hath its adjacent village, diftinguiflied by its particular name, though' the 
general one is Acra, the name of this country, which was formerly a kingdom, whofe 
inhabitants were conquered by the Aquamboans, and driven to a place called Little 
Popo, which at prefent contains the remainder of the great kingdom of Acra. 

It might be reafonably conje&ured, that the three feveral companies trading here, 
might be aptfo to claih with one another that it might be fatal to the whole commerce ; 
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but experience proves the contrary j for here is fuch great plenty of gold and flaves 
that no one is in danger of wanting his fhare, and each is flocked with commodities 
which the other hath not, which very often tends to the promotion of trade. 

At this place alone fometimes more gold is received than on the whole coafl befides • 
and its traffic would be yet enlarged, if the Negroes of Aquamboe and Akim could 
agree, as they generally are at difference, the latter pretending a feudal right over the 
former, and fubfequent thereto, demanding an annual tribute of them, which the 
Aquamboans will by no means fubmit to ; as knowing very well that a conceffion 
of that nature may in time cofl them their whole country. But the King is fubtle 
enough to know how by fair words and prefents to fow diflcnfions betwixt the 
governing men of Akim, and thereby preferve his dominions in peace and a profpc- 
rous trade. 

Haying formerly hinted the extent of this country, I fliall now add, that the King 
and his nobles, or rather favourites, are ib very rich in gold and flaves, that I am of 
opinion this country flngly pofleffeth greater treafures than all thole we have hitherto 
defcribed taken together : the chief employments of the inhabitants are merchandize, 
agriculture and war ; to which laft they are particularly addi&ed. 

Though the foil is lufficiently fertile, yet they commonly fall fhort of provifions 
towards the latter end of the year, and are accordingly obliged to fetch them from 
other places. 

They do not trouble themfelvcs with fifhing, nor with the boiling of fait, though this 
country affords a vaft plenty of it ; that they leave to the Coaft Negroes, who are either 
born here, or come from other places hither to live, and are very numerous and ferve 
to people feveral fine towns ; thefe, not content with fifhing and the preparation of fait, 
drive as confiderable trade with foreign lhips as thofe of Axim and Fantyn. The num- 
ber of flaves fold here, at leaft equals what are difpofed of on the whole coaft (Annama- 
bo not excepted) ; this country being continually in war with fome of the circumjacent 
nations, who are very populous, and from whom they take a vaft number of prisoners $ 
moft of which they fell to the Europeans. 

If I have before talked of Negroes who followed the wars, you muft not from thence 
infer that they make. that their whole employment : no, it is but one part I allure you, 
and all the Negroes in general are foldiers as long as the war continues, if at leaft they 
are but able to buy arms, or their mafters beftow any on them ; and the war ended, 
each applies himfelf to his particular calling : but if there happens to be any of fuch a 
turbulent nature that they cannot live out of the camp, they go to ferve in the 
neighbouring wars ; and thefe are in a ftrifler fenfe called foldiers. Among!! the 
fifhermen there are very few foldiers, for they living upon the fhore and under our 
prote&ion, are not frequently attacked by enemies, and therefore are feldom fumifhed 
with arms. 

Having run through the whole Gold Coaft ; I fliall now, fir, allow you time to 
entertain yourfelf with its defeription, defigning in my next to inform you of the in-land 
countries whence, the gold is brought to the coaft, as far as they have fallen, under 
my cognifance : in the mean-time, I hope what I have already done hath afforded you 
fome fatisfa&ion ; in which expe&ation I remain, fir, yours, &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER VL Treating of the Countries where the gold is digged ; the cruel Wars and 

utter Dejlruftion of fome of them. — The Negroes Manner of fearching for Gold. 

The federal forts of Gold. — Houu faife Gold is bought , and how detected. Of Gold 

Weights : and, laftly , a Reflection concerning the digging of Gold ; that it is feqflhle 
to be done more, fuccejsfully and to a better Advantage by the Europeans. ' 

Sir, 

BE pleafed to accept this as a performance of my promife to deferibe thofe coun- 
tries from whence the gold is brought : to which I fhail acid, the manner how gold 
is found or digged ; the feveral fpecies of it, and the weights it is weighed by : an 
account of the faife gold, and whatever elfe falls under that head. 

The firil country which produceth gold is Dinkira, fituate fo far in-land that our 
fervants are commonly five days in going from Elmina to it, and from Axim it is above 
ten days journey ; not fo much on account of its real diftance from either place, as 
becaufe of the badnefs of the roads, to a degree which frequently obliges them to go 
double the compafs of ground, that would otherwife be neceffary ; and that the Ne- 
groes either cannot or will not help. 

This country, formerly reftrained to a fmall compafs of land, and containing but an 
inconfiderable number of inhabitants, is, by their valour, fo improved in pewvr, that 
they are fefpeded and honoured by all their neighbouring nations ; all which they 
have taught to fear them, except Afiante and Akim, who are yet ftronger rhan 
they. 

They are poffefled of vaft treafures of gold, befides what their own mines fupply 
them with ; either by plunder from others, or their own commerce ; in which -.they 
are abundantly more expert than any other Negro : befides which they have three 
countries in fubje&ion to them ; each of which produces fome, though not fo much 
gold, viz. Warn, Encaffe, and Juffer ; each of thefe borders upon one another, and 
the laft upon Commany. The gold of thefe countries, their own, and what they 
brought from other parts, fatisfied the demand of the whole coaft from Axim to Za- 
conde, about three years paft, during the Commanian wars : but fince our peace with 
the Commanians, the roads being free and open to the merchants, the diftance of feveral 
places from them, makes them not travel farther at prefent than to Chama, Commany, 
Elmina, and Cabocors : wherefore the higher coaft is not extraordinarily fupplied with 
gold ; for though there are fome countries betwixt Dinkira and them wfeich have gold 
mines; to inftance, in Eguira and Adorn, befides Abo'croe and Ancober, which alfo 
have a fmall fhare ; yet all added together will not amount to a quantity fufficient to 
fupply all the upper forts. In the year 1 694, I heard the Brandenburghers complain 
that they could not receive two marks of gold in a whole. month’s time; nor did we 
fare much better in our forts, trade being extremely dull at that time. 

The gold which is brought us by the Dinkirans i? very pure, except only that it is 
too much mixed with Fetiches, which are a fort of artificial gold, compofed of feveral 
ingredients ; among which fome of them are very oddly lhaped : thefe Fetiches they 
caft, in moulds made of a fort of black and heavy earth, into what form they pleafe ; 
and this artificial gold is frequently mixed with a third part, and fometimes with half 
filver and copper, and confequently lefs worth, and yet we are peftered with it on all 
parts of the Coaft ; and if we refufe to receive it, fome Negroes are fo unreafonable 
that they will undeniably take back all their pure gold : fo that we are obliged fome- 
times to fuffer to ftiuflie in fome of it. There are alfo Fetiches call of unalloyed 
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mountain gold ; which very feldom come to our hands, becaufe they keep them to 
adorn thenifelvcs : Jo that if ever we meet with thorn, thole who part with them are 
obliged to it by neceffity, or they a >v, lit led with the mentioned black heavy earth; 
with which the uuJktlful are liable to be baldly cheated, receiving inftead of gold fre- 
quently half the weight in this fort of earth. 

By "what hath been laid, you may imagine how rich and potent the kingdom of 
Dinkira was. But a few. months pa It it was fo entirely deitroyed, that it lies at prefent 
dcfolate ami wade. Certainly it cannot be uupleaGmt to inform yon how luch a fatal 
and hidden deftru&ion fell upon this lb potent a land, as well as whence their ruin 
proceeded ; which I am obliged to take from the report of fome of the Negroes ; and 
the event hath given, me fulficient rcafon to believe they told truth. 

Dinkira, elevated by its great riches and power, became fo arrogant, that it looked 
on all other Negroes with a contemptible eye, efteeming them no more than its Haves ; 
which rendered it the objeQ; of their common hatred, each impatiently wifhing its 
downfall ; though no nation was fo hardy as to attack it, till the King of Afiante, in- 
jured and affronted by its governor, adventured to revenge himfolf on this nation in a 
fignal manner. 

The occafion of which was this : Bofiantc, the King of Dinkira, a young prince, 
whofc valour was become the admiration of all the Negroes of" the Coart, font fomc 
of his wives to compliment Zay, the King of Afiante ; who not only received and en- 
tertained them very civilly, but lent them back charged with feveral very confulerable 
prefents to exprefs his obliging refentment of the grateful embaffy : and being refolved 
to return, his obligation, he fomc time after fent l'omc of his wives to compliment the 
King of Dinkira, and allure him of the great efteem he had for his perfon. Thefe 
Ambafladreffes were not lefs fplendidly treated at Dinkira, being alfo loaded with 
prefents ; but the King call a wanton eye upon one of them ; and hurried on by exor- 
bitant lull, gratilied his brutal tlefirc: after lariating of which, he fullered her, toge- 
ther with the reft, to return to their country, and their injured hulband, who was 
informed of this affront : but he took care to make the King of Dinkira fenfible, that 
he would not reft till he had waflied away the fcandal in his injurious blood. After he 
was made fenfible of the King of Afiantc’s refolution, knowing very well whom he had 
to deal with, he heartily wilhed he had not been guilty of the crime; but Jince it was 
done, he offered him feveral hundred marks or gold to put up the injury, '.rite 
enraged Prince, , deaf to all fuch offers, prepared himfelf for a .vigorous war, by railing 
a ftrong ariny^in order to make a del’cent on Dinkira ; and not being fufiicicntly itored 
with gunpowder, he bought up great quantities on the Coaft. The Dinkirans being 
foolilh enough to aflift him themielves, fuffered his fubjeefts to pafs with it uninter- 
rupted through their country, notwithstanding they knew very well it was only de- 
fined for their deftru&ion. Whilft he was making thefe preparations, the King of 
Dinkira died ; which might encourage a belief that the impending cloud of war would 
blow over. Whether the governors of Dinkira were too haughty to implore a peace 
of the injured Zay, or he inftigated by the enemies of that country, is uncertain : but 
he Hill immoveably perfifted in his purpofe of utterly extirpating the Dinkirans. 
And about the beginning of this year, being completely ready, he came with a terrible 
army into the field ; and engaging the Dinkirans, who expected him, he beat them ; 
but fighting them a fecond time, he entirely defeated them. The Negroes report, 
that in thefe two battles above a hundred thoufand men were killed : of the Negroes 
of Akim only, who came to the affiltance of the Dinkirans, there were about thirty 
thoufand killed ; belides that a great Caboceer of Akim, with all his men, were cut 
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off. What think you, Sir ? Thefe are other forts of battles than are uliially fought 
betwixt the Kings here; who, if they fliould oblige all their fubjeQs, even the lame, 
decrepit and blind to come into the field, could not raife fuch a number. The 
plunder after this vi&ory took up the Afiantines fifteen days time, as is faid, but 
perhaps largely enough ; that Zay’s booty alone amounted to feveral thoufand marks 
of gold, as is affirmed by one of our European officers, who was fent on fome em- 
baffy to Zay, and fays he had feveral times feen the treafure. This xneffenger of ours, 
■who is now in the Afiantean camp, hath orders to take an exa£t account of what he 
hears and fees there ; of which I wiffi I had a tranfcript, which I doubt not would 
furnilh fome extraordinary matter : but to defer this to another time. Thus you fee 
the towering pride of Dinkira in alhes, they being forced to fly before thofe, whom 
they not long before thought no better than their flaves, and themfelves being now 
fold for flaves. We have not yet received the particulars of this whole affair ; but this 
account of it coming to hand, I thought fit to impart it to you. 

Next Dinkira, we come in order to the defcription of Acanny, whofe inhabitants, 
long before the Dinkirans, were famed for great traders ; and brought the gold of 
Afiante and Akim, together with fome of their own, hither to market: and that 
which they vended was always fo pure and fine, that to this day the beft gold is called 
by the Negroes, Acanni Sica, or Acanny gold. They ufually came in company with 
the inhabitants of Cabefterra, a country between them and Saboe, with their goods 
to Elmina, Cabocors, Mouree, Annamabo, Cormantim, and as far as the Englifh 
village Simpa. Their gold was never mixed with Fetiches, like that of Dinkira, and 
therefore much more valuable; but they were very troublefome to deal withal, though 
not fo peevilh and pofitive as thofe of Din k i r a, and always obliged us to comply with 
their own humour : but for three years paft we have not much reafon to complain of 
them, they not having traded for much : for they, on what account I am ignorant, 
Ming out with the Dinkirans, were fo beaten that all their governing men, and no frnufl 
number of the inferior people, were killed and taken prifoners ; to redeem which out of 
flavery, they were obliged to ftrip themfelves of all they were poffeffed of in the world; 
by which means they were reduced to the utmoft poverty and inability to defend them- 
felves : but the Dinkirans themfelves being now ruined, as well as they, and having 
declared for the King of Afiante, perhaps thefe may recover fome of their ancient 
luftre. 

Akim is the next in our way, which fumifhes as large quantities of gold as any 
laud that I know ; and that alfo the moll valuable and pure of any' that is carried from 
this Coaft : it is eafily diftinguifhed by its deep colour. Acra at prefent carries away 
the greateft part of this metal from hence ; and from the Acrians alfo we have it 
very good and pure, without Fetiches or Kakeraas. Having feveral times heard that 
Akim was an extraordinary large country, I once took the- opportunity of aflting fome 
of the Akimefe how many days journey their country was ; they replied, that very few 
natives knew how far it extended in-land towards the Barbary Coaft ; which, according 
to what they told me, was incredible, This country, for as far as it is known to us, 
was formerly under a monarchical government ; but die prefent fucceffor being yet but 
young, and betraying feat too palpable figns of a cruel nature, hath not been able to 
make himfelf mailer of the whole land, but is obliged to be content with a part : for 
the governing mar of the kingdom, fearing he will prove a great tyrant, to reftrain 
hirrij have taken a part of the adminiftration into their hands : fo that it is a fort of 
commonwealth, which proves very well for Acanny and Aquamboe ; for if the govem- 
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ment became monarchical, no divifions -would arife amonft them, and they would be at 
leifure to prey on their neighbours. 

We have always cfteemed the three mentioned countries the richeft in gold, but 
that there certainly are feveral more is undeniable. Afiante is a convincing proof of 
this, which being but lately known to us, wc find to afford more gold than Dinkira ; 
alfo Ananfe, a country fituate betwixt Afiante and Dinkira, as there are undoubtedly 
many more, with which we arc yet utterly unacquainted. 

A wine muft not here be forgotten. 1 take it to be the very firft on* the Gold Goaft, 
and vo lie far above Axim. From the inhabitants of this country we formerly uled to 
receive large quantities of fine and pure gold; and they being the civile!! and fairelt 
dealers of all the Negroes, we traded with them with a great deal of pleafure, but the 
Dinkiraus, who would lord it over all their neighbouring nations, fubducd this ; fince 
which time we have not received much gold of them. In the conquefl: of this hind, 
the Dinkirans made a brave anil nbtHmre rcliflancc, and had no doubt been fubducd 
themfdvor if the natives of Awioe could lnve been unanimous ; for the Dinkirans in 
one hat rlo with a governor of theirs loft above two thoufand men, and left the men- 
tioned governor fuch an abfolnte vittory, that there was not a Angle perfon left to 
carry the news to Dinkira, they being all killed with poifoned arrows, which the 
Awinefe kni>w very well how to ufe. Upon this defeat the Dinkirans got together a 
large army, which the victorious Awinefe underftanding, lent to his country-men for 
farther abidance ; indead of which he met with nothing but derifion, they uccufing 
him of cowardice ; and replying, that he was able to beat the Dinkirans, but if he 
was beaten then it was their turn to come and fight them man by man, Thus fighting 
one againft one they loll their country and thqrafelves entirely, ahnoft in the fame 
manner that the Chinefe were conquered by the Tartars, whereas if they would have 
united they might cafily have beaten the Dinkirans. 

From what I have faid you may colle£fc, that the gold is brought to us on the coalt 
from in-land countries ; and from the little that hath been hinted, you may alfo imagine 
how they are fituated. 1 -cannot inform you better, becaufa the Negroes cannot give 
any certain account of them, nor do any of our people go lb far : wherefore, I mud 
beg of you, my good friend, to be contented, and turn your eyes to what 1 find! pro- 
feat you concerning the gold itfelf. 

There is no final! number of men in Europe who believe that the gold-mines are in 
our power ; that we, like the Spaniards in the Welt Indies, have no more to do bui 
to work them by our flaves : though you perfectly know we have no manner of need's 
to i hoi'- trealures, nor do I believe that any of our people have ever fecn one of them : 
which you will eafily credit, when you are informed that the Negroes efteem them 
facrod, and confequently take all poffible care to keep us from them. But to come 
nearer the fubjett : this illuftrious metal is generally found in three forts of places : 
firft, the befit is found in or betwixt particular hills, and the Negroes apprehending 
where the gold is, dig pits, and feparate it from the earth which comes out with it. 

The fecond place is in, at, and about feme rivers and water-falls, whofe violence 
wafhetli down groat quantities of earth, which carry the gold with it. 

The third is on' the fea-fhore, where (as at Elmina and Axim), there are little 
branches or rivulets into which the gold is driven from mountainous places, as well as 
to the rivers ; and after violent fhowers of rain in the night, next morning thefe places 
are fure to be vifited by hundreds of Negro-women naked, except a cloth wrapped 
about them to hide what modefty obligeth. Each of thefe women is furnifhed with 
large and fmall troughs or tray, which they firft fill full of earth and fand, which they 
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walh with repeated frefh water, till they have cleanfed it from all its earth : and if 
there be any gold, its ponderofity forces it to the bottom of the trough : which if they 
find, it is thrown into the fmall tray, and fo they go to wafhing it again, which opera- 
tion generally holds them till noon : fome of them not getting above the value of fix- 
pence, fome of them find pieces of fix or feven fhillmgs, though not frequently, and 
often f hey entirely lofe their labour. Thus the digging of pits, the gathering it at or 
about the rivers, and this laft mentioned manner, are all the w’ays they know-* to come 
at gold. 1 

The gold thus digged or found, is of two forts, one is called Dull -gold or Gold- 
dull ; which is almoft as fine as flower, and is the belt, bearing alfo the greateft price 
m Europe : the other fort is in pieces of different fizes, fome being hardly the weight 
of a farthing, others weighing as heavy as twenty or thirty guineas, though of the laft 
fort not many occur. The Negroes indeed tell us, that in the country, pieces as heavy 
as one or two hundred guineas are found. Thefe lumps or pieces are called Mountain- 
gold, which being melted, touch better than duft-gold ; but the multitude of fmall 
ftones which always adhere to them, occafion a great lofe in the melting, for which 
reafon gold-dull is moll elleemed. Thus much of the good and pure gold, and now 
to touch upon the falfe. The firll fort is that mixed with filver or copper, and call 
into fetiches, of which I have before hinted : thefe fetiches are cut into f mal l bits by 
the Negroes, about the worth of one, two or three farthings. It is a common pro- . 
verb, “ That you cannot buy much gold for a farthing,” yet even with that value in 
gold you may here go to market and buy bread or fruit for your neceffities. The 
Negro-women know the exact value of thefe bits fo well at light, that they never are 
miftaken ; and accordingly they tell them to each other without weighing, as we do 
coined money. They are here called Kakeraas, the word expreffing fomething of very 
little value, and the gold itfelf is indeed very little worth : for we cannot fell it in 
Europe for above forty Mlings the ounce, and yet it paffes current all over the coaft j 
and our garrifons are paid their fubfiftence-money in it. And for this they may buy 
all forts of edibles of the Negroes, who, mixing it with other gold, bring it to us again ; 
and as foon as received, the clerks are ordered to pick it out of the other with which 
it is mixed ; fo that this Huff feems to pafs backward and forward without the leaft 
diminution,’ notwithftanding large quantities of it are annually fent to Europe by the 
French and Portuguefe, befides what we ourfelves fpend : but the Negroes making 
them falter than we export them, they are like to continue long enough. 

The Negroes are very fubtle ar tills in the fophifticating of gold : they can fo neatly 
falfify and counterfeit the gold-dull and the mountain-gold, that feveral unexperienced 
traders are frequently cheated, and by bought experience are taught how to know 
gold. Some pieces.are call by them fo artificially, that quite round for the thicknefe 
of a knife they are very fine gold, and the vacancy filled up with copper, or perhaps 
iron. This is a new-invented cheat of theirs ; but the common falfe mountain-gold is 
a mixture of filver, copper, and a proportion of gold, extremely high-coloured, which 
very much facilitates the cheat : for being obliged to receive one or two pounds at a 
time, wherein the piecMfJhappen to be very numerous, we cannot touch every one, 
and it looking fo well^cauleth it to pafs unfufpecled. Another fort of falfe gold is 
alfo frequent amongft them, which is nothing elfe than a certain powder of coral, 
which they call and tinge fo- artificially, that it is impoffible to diftinguilh' it by any 
other difference than that of the weight. Of this powder they alfo make gold-duft, 
but chiefly of the filings of copper, to which thev give a very good tincture ; though 
all the icuie tinged gold in a month or two entirely Iofes its luftre, and then we bejpn 
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to find that it is fiilfe : in which we are happier than la thofe pieces covered over with 
gold ; for they remain as we receive them, without any alteration, and conl’equently 
that cheat is the molt dangerous. 

If you arc dcfirous to know how it is poffible to avoid the reception of falfe gold, 
cfpecially if offered at night or morning, the methods wc take are, fu-lt, if it is in 
large pieces, to cut them clear through with a knife, which immediately difeovers what 
it is : if the piece be ftnall, like mountain gold, lay them upon a ltone, and beat them 
with a hammer ; and if made of coral, they will crumble into fmall parts ; but fup- 
pofmg it Hand beating, you may afterwards try them with your knife ; but in the fmalleft 
bits and dull gold, this method is not practicable, though we have a tolerable way of 
diftinguifhing the coarfc from the line ; which is done by putting it into a copper bafon, 
and winnowing it with the fingers, and blowing it very ftrongly ; by which means the 
falfe gold will fly away, and the true fall into and continue in the bafon : upon repeating 
this trial three or four times, the falfe is eafily feparated from the good. . 

It affords us matter of diverfion to obferve, that moft of the raw inexpert people 
(efpecially fea-faring men) who come hither, always bring aqua-fords along with them 
to prove gold ; but if thefe men remembered the common proverb, that there is no 
gold without drofs, they would foon grow weary of their weak proof, and follow the 
methods above-mentioned. , 

The fign by which they pretend to diftinguifh the falfe from the true gold is, that 
after they have put it into a glafs or earthen veffel, they pour aqua-fortis upon it j 
which, if it be falfe, difeovers it by its ebullition ; and if mixed with falfe gold, by 
turning green. A miferable trial indeed ! which they will foon be convinced of : for 
example, if they take the value of four pounds in gold, a feventb, eighth, or tenth 
part of which is falfe, and pour their aqua-fortis upon it, let them, I fay, obferve whe- 
ther their aqua-fortis doth not produce the fame effeft, though in lefs degree, as it 
would if the whole mafs were falfe; for which reafon their proof is very uncertain, 
and the more impracticable, becaufe the operation is too tedious, and befides very pre- 
judicial to trade, to refufe the good gold on account of an eighth or tenth part being 
fiilfe. I can affure you, that the prefent times will not admit of fuch ufelefs nicenofs. 
“Wherefore the mentioned proof, by winnowing with the copper bafon, being fufficient 
to defend us againft fiilfe gold, is much to be preferred before melting it with aqua- 
fortis, and being at the trouble of drying it again j which the Negroes that have good 
gold would fcarce fuffer. 

Having treated of gold at large, I am now obliged to fay fomething concerning the 
gold weights, which are either pounds, marks, ounces, or angels. In Europe, twenty 
angels make one ounce, though here but lxxteen go to an ounce c'here are’alfo Pefoes 
and Bendoes ; the former of which contain four angels, and the latter two ounces ; as 
four Bendoes make one mark, and two marks one pound of gold, computed according 
to the common value, exa&ly fix hundred and fixty gilders ; though this at feveral 
times differs in proportion, its worth defending on its goodnefs, and its riling and 
falling in Europe. Notwithstanding all this, we conftantly here reckon three marks of 
pure or .good gold worth one thoufand gilders, and confe gu ently judge of the other 
weights in the proportion which they bear to this quantity. We ufe here another kind 
of weights, which are a fort of beans, the leaftof which are red, fpotted with black, 
and are called Dambas ; twenty-four of them amounting to an angel, and each of them 
reckoned two ftiver weights : the white beans, with black fpots, or thofe entirely black, 
are heavier, and accounted four ftiver weights ; thefe they ufually call Tacoes ; but 
there are fome which weigh half or a whole gilder ; but thefe are not adeemed certain 
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weights, but ufed at pleafure, and often become inftruments of fraud. Several have 
believed that the Negroes only ufed wooden weights, but it is a miftake, all of them 
having call weights, either of copper or tin, -which, though divided or adiufted in a 
manner quite different to ours, yet upon reduction agree exactly with them. 

My thoughts being taken up in defcribing the weights, I forget to inform you how 
me gold is digged or found. I would refer .to any intelligent metallift, whether a vaft 
deal of ore muff not of neceffity be loft here, from which a great deal of gold might 
be leparated, for want of fkill in the metallic art ; and not only fo, but I firmly believe 
that large quantities of pure gold are left behind ; for the Negroes only ignorantly die 
at random, without the leaf! knowledge of the veins of the mine. And I doubt not 
but it this country belonged to the Europeans, they would foon find it to produce much 
ncher treafures than the Negroes obtain from it ; but it is not probable we Qiall ever 
'poffefs that liberty here, wherefore we mull be content with being fo far mailers of it 
as we are at prefent : which, if very well and prudently managed, would turn to a very 
great account, of which I wifh you no fmall fliare, and myfelf a long continuance of 
life to fpend in your fervice, &c. 


LETTER VII. — Containing a Computation how much Gold is annually exported from 
this Country; to what Places it is transported ; and the Divijion of the Trade with 
the Negroes.— What Officers are appointed in our Service ; and the Names of other 
Employments : together with a general Lift of the whole : and , laftly, by way of Ccn- 
clufion, a Defcription of the Government of the Coaft , and of the Council or Affembli 
of Counfellors. 

Sik, 

MY laft treated of the in-land countries from whence the gold was brought ; how it 
was digged ; its feveral forts ; the falfe gold, &c. To purfue our fubjeff yet farther, 
as I have told you whence it is brought, it is but neceffary I fhould inform you whither 
it is carried, and how much is yearly brought to the coaft. As for the laft, I dare 
affirm it as a real truth, that they not only can, but do yearly, in-time of peace, de- 
liver the quantity of feven thoufand marks of gold. This is a large fum ; but it is 
divided amongft fo many, each being fure to get fome, that the whole is foon dif- 
pofed of. The moft juft calculation of the divifion that I can poffibly mafe-A is as 
follows : viz. 


Our "Weft India Company yearly exports ...... 

The Englifh African Company 

But this is to Tie underftood of fuch years in which the commerce of both 
Companies happens to be very brifk ; and I do not believe our Company 
hath, for feveral years paft, carried off above the half of this quantity. 


Marks. 

I500 

1200 


The Zealand interlopers are fure to carry off as much yearly as our Company : 

Namely, 1500 

The Englifh interlopers ffeout - i OQO 

But the laft have, for two or three years paft, purfued this trade fo vigoroufly, 
that they have exported above twice that quantity. 


The Brandenburghers and Danes, in time of peace, both together, about 1000 

The Portuguefe and French together, at Ieaft, about - 800 


Which makes 7000 
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I fay of the lafi: at leaft eight hundred marks, and it is really true ; for the Portuguefe 
come on this coalb, on pretence of felling their American commodities, vise, Brazil 
tobacco, brandy, and rum, and are bolides as richly laden as the interlopers thetn- 
felves, which is not to be wondered at; for they buy their lading, take their men on 
board, and fit out their fhips in Holland : nay, to be fliort, they are frequently fitted 
out at the expence of Dutch merchants, wherein the Jew's have no fmall hand, they 
knowing how to obtain a Portuguefe pafs : and thefe (hips, when they come here to 
this coalb, pafs for downright Portuguefe. How uncafy this inuft needs be to an honeft 
officer in the Company’s fen-ice you may eafily imagine, when a faftor, who com- 
mauds one of our forts, lhall receive certain advice, that feveral of the Negroe mer- 
chants arc coining down, well-ftored with gold, in order to lay it out with him, and 
that ere he arrives, is met by a Portuguefe or interloper j who, by felling cheap, fweeps 
a great part, if not all their gold, whilfb we lit Hill with our goods on our hands, as if 
they were vifited by the plague. 1 do not tell you more than 1 have, to my furrow, 
experienced. 

Thus I have made a rough calculation of the quantity of gold, which thofe who 
underftand the affairs of the coalb will, I doubt not, be pleafed with ; but thofe un- 
acquainted with this trade, may, perhaps, think I have computed wrong : if I happen 
to fee thefe gentlemen, I (hall civilly defire them to correft my computation ; which no 
one having yet attempted, it is imparted to you for your fatisra&ion, and to the beft of 
my knowledge as near the truth as I could bring it. 

According to our reckoning then, there is brought hither and carried off exaflly 
twenty three tun of gold, reckoning three marks to one thoufand gilders. But, as I 
told you, above all, this account fuppofeth a profperous time when the palfes are all 
open, and the merchants can pafs fafe and uninterrupted ; hut when the Negroes are 
at war with one another, I do not believe that half this quantity is lhipped oll'j and of 
this fmall quantiry the interlopers know very well how to come by their Ilia re. And 
fuppofing our Company hath one fifth of the whole, yet when trade is low they cannot 
get by it, but mufb make up the deficiency by trading to other coalts : but I hope, ere 
long, a way will be difeovered of profperoufly advancing our trade here, to the dif- 
ad vantage of the interlopers, which I cannot think very difficult ; it confifting only in 
fixing a good government on the coalb, and taking care in Holland that their fhips be 
laden with good commodities, and proper for this place. However, I defire you would 
not from hence expeft a particular of what merchandizes are moft vendable here ; or 
that I fliould acquaint you with the (bate of trade here ; that would be utterly incom- 
patible with the faithful fervice I owe our Company, I not knowing whether this Letter, 
by fome unaccountable mifearriage, may not light into the hands of the interlopers, 
who know very well how to ufe it to their advantage : and indeed they fufliciently rob 
the Company of the right which the (bates have given them on this coalb ; fo that nonq 
of us ought to help them to further opportunities. Wherefore be pleafed to, fatisfy 
yourfelf with an account in general, that to trade on this coaft, about a hundred and 
fifty feveral forts of commodities are neceffary. 

In my third letter you have been informed that the calble of St. George d’Elmina is 
our chief place on this coaft, and that the general, principal governor, chief faflor, 
and chief fifeal refide there ; before this caftle alfo do all our Ihips which come from 
Europe ca ft anchop and unlade ; and we have accordingly very fine warehoufes fitted 
for their reception. This great ftorehoufe is entrufted to the charge of our chief 
fa£bor, and is fometimes worth a very confiderable fum ; and from hence all our other 
folia are fupplied with their defired commodities. I would not have you conceive that 

we 
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tre fet up a market with oar wares, or fend any of them to be fold without our forts : 
nc\ 1 j] 8 n ? t our bufinefs; but the Negroes come daily to our caftle, or fort, with 
their gold ; for which s< after it is weighed,, effayed and purified, they receive our com- 
modities ; none oi which ever go out of our warehoufes before they are paid for, and 
It the fadtor will give any credit, it is on his own account, and he is confequently 
liable tor the value to the Company, that they may not thereby fuffer ; nor can he 
charge the prefents made to the Negro merchant to their accompt : but they indeed 
fuperadd a certain advance to all their fe&ors ; from which they are not only 
to make prefents to the Negroes, but may be befides confiderable annual g ainer s 
tnereby, and this is done to encourage them to the more diligent fervice. the 

Negroes having neither carts, waggons, horfes, nor any other way to carry the bought 
commodities to their in-land dwellings than by men, for about two or three hundred 
pounds value in iron, copper, or tin, have occafion for the affiftance of fifty men : now 
whether there be not an advantage to be made of this by our men I leave you to 
judge, though the money got thereby is hardly enough earned, they being obliged 
for it to climb over hills and pafs very bad ways* Thofe who come from the inward 
part of the country to traffic with us are chiefly flaves : one of which, on whom the 
mafter repofes the greateft truft, is appointed the chief of this caravan : but when he 
comes to us, he is not treated as a flave, but as a very great merchant, whom we take 
all poffible care to oblige, as very well knowing that he being a peculiar favourite of 
his mafter, may at pleafure go to the Englifh, Danes, and Brandenburghers, as well 
as come to us ; for which reafon we pay him double the refpedt we fhould give his 
mafter. 

Having heard what Negro chapmen we have to deal with, now let us confider'what 
officers and fervants are by the Company appointed on the other fide ; and how many 
degrees of rifing we have on the coaft. I flatter myfelf that this will not prove dif- 
agreeable to you, becaufe it will afford a profpedt of what preferment your nephew 
may arrive to if he deport himfelf well. 

Firft of all, here are the foldiers with their commanders ; out of which formerly the 
beft qualified for merchandize and the pen were chofen to ferve the Company as 
alfiftants ; by which means one with whom you and I are very well acquainted, h=^h 
found opportunity to advance himfelf to almoft the higheft poft here. But for ten or 
eleven years laft paft this hath not happened ; becaufe the gentlemen of the Com- 
pany finding that not only thofe qualified, but fuch as were utterly incapable and idle 
drunkards, were promoted, have ordered for the future no foldiers fhould be preferred 
to the affiftants places ; they may become corporals, ferjeants, or officers, and ftand 
fair for all offices amongft the train of workmen or in the fea-fervice ; but an affiftant 
may, in procefs of time, be promoted to the government of the whole coaft. 

The office of affiftant is the loweft among thofe concerned in trade or writing ; the 
falary appointed for this fervice is fixteen guilders per month, and twenty guilders more 
for board-wages : his firft ftep to preferment is that of under-commiffary or under- 
fadtor, with a falary of twenty-four guilders per month. By thefe fub-fadtors moft of 
the gold is received ; for which they are accountable to the fadtor, or chief fadtor, or 
him to whom the trade of the place is entrufted in chief, who is alfo accountable to the 
Company ; the general accompts of the whole coaft bring kept at Elmina, where there 
is alfo a warehoufe-keeper, who hath all moift goods, as wine, beer, and brandy, &c. 
all edibles, as flefh, peafe, beans, oats, &c. under his keeping, and is entrufted with 
the fale of them : fo that when a chief-fedtor or fadtor obferves that his fiib-fadtor or 
warehoufe-keeper is inclined to extravagance, he is obliged to watch him very 
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narrowly ; for all that the Company fuller by him, the factor is obliged to make good : 
of which in lefs than four years pail: we have a freih example, that one of my brethren, 
not unknown to you, in fuch a cafe was obliged to make good about foven or eight 
hundred pounds, which he had not in the leall fquandered. Thus a fatter who hath 
fuch fort of men under him ought to look after them very carefully, or he may be ruined 
at once : it is true, indeed, that he hath his remedy againff the guilty perfon ; but 
what can that avail if he hath neither effects or money ; which it rarely happens that 
any of thefe men have, for I do not believe that thofc who can live on their means in 
Holland will ever come to fuch a country as this ; nor is it very probable that their 
friends in Europe will make fatisfadlion for their follies : fo that the factor’s lull refuge 
is to bring the offender to condign corporal puniflunent, which will not in the lead 
contribute to his re-imburfement. Wherefore, as I faid before, his belt way is to look 
clofe after them, and Hop them in the beginning of their extravagancies. 

Out of the above-mentioned under-commiffaries, the olclcft in fervice, or the belt 
qualified, arc chofeu commiflaries or fattens to relide at and command our out-forts, 
and take care of ‘he trade there ; with a Hilary of thirty-fix guilders, befides an 
allowance of ten guf tiers for a fervaut or two, and twenty guilders board-wages per 
mouth, befides the certain before- mentioned advance on the trade. 

The oldelt and molt experienced of thefe factors is promoted to Mouroe and Gor- 
roantyn, his Hilary being raifed to eighty guilders per month; fuppofmg that upon 
being clioleu by the council here, he he confirmed by the Company : who, not with- 
out good roafon, have retained the fupplying thefe important polls to thoinfclves ; as 
they have alfo that of the chief latter of Elinina, or the fecond perfon upon the c.oaft, who 
hath a falary of one hundred guilders per month. Thefe chief fitters have alfo the fame 
advance on merchandizes and board-wages, as the other lattors ; bolides which the 
fecond perfon hath ten guilders per month allowed for a fervant, and the general’s or 
governor-general’s table is at his Jcrvice. The choice or confirmation of thefe chief 
fattors being referved to the Company, that upon the death of the governor, or fecond 
perfon, they may have others ready, of whole fidelity they arc very well iiitisftod, to 
l’upply their places ; and the chief fattor of Elmiua having fatisfattorily difclvargcd 
that office three years, he may, if favoured by fortune, happen to he advanced (if 
it falls vacant) to the highelt poll of governor general, who is entrufted with the Com- 
pany’s authority over the whole coalt ; of which he is dircttor-genoral, with a lalary 
of three hundred guilders per month, and a large perquifite advantage in whatever is 
traded on account of the Company on the whole coafl : lb that when commerce is in a 
ifourilhing condition here, his poll is very advantageous. 

Till within thefe two laid years, the chief fattors of Mouroe and Cormantyn had alfo 
the advantage of the Have trade of Fida and Ardra, which turned to fome account, and 
was indeed more advantageous to them than the gold trade ; the commerce there being 
at fo low irn ebb, that without the mentioned Have-traffic they could not live up to the 
port which the dignity of their polls required, without fullering by it. Hut fmee fome 
ill-meaning men have prepoffeffed the directors of the Company in prejudice of them, by 
urging that by this means they Jbecame too rich ; for which rcafon they have thought 
fit to entrull th^ikv-e-tratle to "the mailers of the Ihips which they fend hither : the 
confequencc., of which time will difeover ; but for my part I do not expett they will find 
it conduce' much to their intereft, for the commanders of Ihips, though very expert 
in all fea-afiairs, yet being unacquainted with the Negroes, will not be able to fuccced 
very well: befides that fome of them are of fuch a boorilh nature, that they hardly 
know how to preferve the honour of the Company amonglt the , Negroes. I would not 
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here be underftood to {peak, of them all, for there are feveral men of very good parts 
amongfl them : but the difference occafioned by this new practice will clearly appear 
with refped to the other Europeans trading hither ; and I cannot believe it will turn 
to the advantage of the Company. But of this enough ■ belides the officers employed 
in the trade on this coaft, there are the following offices : 

Firft, the chief fifcal, whofe falary is fifty guilders, and ten guilders per month for a 
fervant, befides the' liberty of the general’s table. Though the fifcal’s falary feems 
very fmall, yet his perquifite profits, if he is diligent, are very large ; for all the gold 
or commodities unlawfully traded for on the coaft is forfeit ; of which his {hare is one 
third part, whether the goods in queftion belong to Europeans or Negroes 5 befides 
a third part of the fines fet upon the latter, and the forfeiture of wages inflicted on any 
offending officers or fervants by the governor and council : all which put together 
amount to a confiderable fum. Next the fifcal, the book-keeper-general takes place, 
whofe province is to keep the great books, and the counter-parts of the accounts of all 
our forts or lodges on the coaft ; or in fliort, to take care of all the Company’s 
accompts in this country : his falary is feventy guilders, befides ten guilders per month 
for his fervants, and for a free table is allowed twenty-five guilders more. He is gene- 
rally aflifted by an under-book-keeper, whofe falary is thirty guilders per month, and 
two affiftants. Next him is the book-keeper or accomptant of the garrifon, whofe title 
fufficiently explains his office, and his falary, equal to a fub-fa&or’s, is twenty-four 
guilders, though faCtors have thirty-fix guilders ; fo to make amends he hath the 
power of felling by auCtion the effects of all perfons who die upon the coaft, for which 
he is allowed five per cent, ad valorem ; he is alfo commonly helped by an affiftant. 
Sometimes here is alfo a fecretary, whofe falary is fifty guilders per month, and under 
him he hath three or four affiftants, but in my time we contented ourfelves with an 
under-fecretary, and the above-mentioned number of affiftants. 

The laft and moft contemptible office is that of under-fifcal, commonly called by us 
auditor, though in his walks, informer, as he really is no better ; hjp falary is twenty 
guilders per month, and to his {hare falls alfo a tenth of all forfeitures ; his perfon is 
had in utmoft contempt by all, yet to honour him as much as poffible-he takes place 
of all the fub-faCtors, as the fifcal (who alfo is not the more loved on account of his 
office) doth of all the chief-faCtors, nay, even the fecond perfon on the coaft, though 
by the governor’s leave that place not only belongs to the chief-fadtor of Elmina, but 
to thofe of Mouree and Cormantyn. 

Having run through our temporal ftate, we now come to our fpiritual preferments, 
which are but two, the firft a minifter, with a falary of one hundred, the fecond a 
clerk, with that of twenty guilders per month, befides which, the firft hath ten guilders 
per month allowed for a fervant, and a place at the governor’s table. What do you 
fhinkj fir, do not we pay our clergyman pretty well ? I will allure you if you think we 
live licentious lives, you are in the wrong, for we are very religious ; we are obliged.to 
go to church every day, on forfeiture of twenty-five ftivers, except on Sundays and 
Thurfdays, when the forfeiture for omiffion is doubled. But I know you will reply, 
this is a forced fervice of God, and confequently not always accompanied with the 
moft fincere intentions ; and to confefs the truth it is not much better, for were not 
the reftraint laid upon us, fome would rather pay a vifit elfewhere than to the church. 

Thefe being all the officers andj fervants we have on the Coaft, befides workmen or 
labourers and foldiers, they are commonly ranked as follows . - 

The director-general ; — The preacher always next the director : — The fifcal : •— 
The chief-faCtor ; Two or three chief-faCtors befides. 
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Seven or eight factors : — Nine or ten fub-fa&ors: — Eighteen or twenty affifc 
tants : — (The number of thefe varies daily, fo that there are fometimes more, and 
feveral times lefs of each.) 

A Warehoufe-keeper : — Accomptant or book- keeper-general : : — Under-book- 

keeper : — Accomptant or book-keeper to the garrifon : — Clerk of the Church : 

An auditor or informer. 

There not being in all upon the whole coaft fixty perfons, one third of which are 
affiftants, you may eafily conclude that any perfon who comes hither in the faid affif- 
tanant’s place, and behaves himfelf well, upon the death of fome of his fuperiors, 
cannot mifs being preferred to a good poft ; but how the greateft part behave fhem- 
felves, and what fort of lives they lead, will perhaps be more proper for another place. 
And therefore to conclude this letter, I (hall only inform you how, and by whom this 
coaft is governed. 

The government or direction of the coaft is principally veiled in the director-general 
as the fupreme ruler, from whom all governors of the out-forts receive their commands, 
and fubordinate to whom they are obliged to adl, they not being empowered to tranfafi 
any important affairs without his knowledge and entire content ; but difficult affairs, 
or thole of greater importance, are cognisable to, and ought to be laid before 
the affembly of counfellors, or council compofed of the director-general ; the fifeal, 
in other things befides criminal cafes; the chief-fattors ; the enfign or banner- 
bearer, and fometimes the accomptant-general, who jointly make up the council : to 
■which are added the fadfors of the out-forts as occafional or extraordinary counfellors. 
In this council every member is freely permitted to offer his thoughts on what is in 
debate ; but a wary man will be apt to obferve which fide the governor is inclined to, 
and not eafily be perfuaded to thwart him, whatever he thinks, left he flhould fall 
under his difpleafure : this was fo well obferved during my ftay here,* that I believe 
there were very few refolutions of the council, which were contrary to the governor’s 
opinion: it is no very hard matter to believe this, fincc fome refpedt is due to him, 
and befides, many have found their accompt by this fort of compliance, not thinking 
themfelves obliged to enquire whether it agreed with the intereft of the Company or 
not ; it was fufficient that they ferved themfelves ; the fliirt being nearer than the coat 
(according to the proverb), they could not fee any great harm in it. But though this 
is their opinion, I have always had other fentiments, though 1 have been fometimes 
' reftrained from exprefling them for reafons which I Ihall hereafter give you. I have 
often fmiled at the glittering title of the “ Council of the North and South Coaft of 
Africa,” which you and others frequently give us, efpecially when I confider that we 
are 'nothing lefs, and though we have all the name have none of the power. I doubt 
not but you andmoft in Europe take us for a regular and well-managed council, and 
that nothing is tranfadled without our confent. Alas ! my good friend, how are you 
miftaken ! but if you would be informed how far the name and real thing agree, it is 
neceffary you be fir ft informed that a dire&or-generalis a perfon who governs all others 
from the higheft to the loweft on the coaft with an arbitrary power ; who may at plea- 
fure oblige his inferiors to fubmit to his will, contrary to allreafon: and to go yet 
farther, he can difeharge them their offices and fend them off the coaft, without giving 
the leaft reafon for fo doing. Such a dire&or as I have deferibed, coming into 1 the 
council, and firmly refolved to carry the tiling to be debated ; I would fain * know Who 
dare take the liberty to oppofe him, knowing how dear it may coft him, unlefkhe bc 
backed by others, which he hath no great reafon to expefl: wherefore every nian 
\ 9 ‘ratter 
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rather choofeth to comply with a yea brother, than by contradicting the governor, to 
incur his difpleafure, and do the Company no manner of fervice. ~ 5 

. But if y°u alk me why a direftor, refolved to take no advice, but abfolutely follow 
his own inclinations, doth ever fummon a council ; I anfwer, firft, that the directors 
of the Company may be informed that he did fo, not knowing the ufe he made of 
that affembly. Secondly, when offenders are to be punifhed with capital or corporeal 
punifhments ; that not being otherwife to be done than in form of law, And thirdly, 
for the government of the coaft, which is refolved and fettled in the council, and left 
when any thing happens wrong the governor fliould want an excufe, he now being able 
confidently to alledge that he acted by the advice of the whole council, by whom it 
was alfo fo refolved, though their real opinions were at the fame time as different from 
their fuffrages as eaft and weft. 

In fhort, the council is of no other real ufe than to participate of the governor’s 
faults, and. to fhelter him from being anfwerable for them. Thus it clearly appears 
that it is impoffible for the Company’s affairs to fucceed under an an ill governor : 
wherefore, for the intereft of the Company, I hope that its directors will for the future 
diminilh the governor’s power, charging him exprefsly to regulate himfelf more, by th e 
advice of the council ; which, when the directors pleafe to do, I cannot doubt of feeing 
a more regular government on the coaft, and all affairs managed with more juftice and 
difcretion. 

Now you are juftly informed of the nature of our council, would you defire to be a 
member P 1 believe not ; and for my part I affure you, that I would rather quit the 
honour to obtain a liberty of being in reality a counfellor, inftead of bearing the name 
only. Yours, See. 


LETTER VIII. — The Infalubrity of the Coaft , the Author’s Opinion from whence it 
proceeds. • — The Difference betwixt the prefent and former Seafons. — Some Inftances 
of <• violent Thunders , and the Damage occafioned by them, 

Sir, 

YESTERDAY I fealed my laft to you, on fufpicion that the fhip would fail Jaft 
night: but they being ftaid by an unavoidable obftacle one day longer, and I at pre- 
fent at leifure, I have dedicated this day to your fervice in committing the following 
lines to paper, which pleafe to honour with your perufal. 

The Guinea Gold Coaft is fituate about the fifth degree of nothem latitude, from 
which you may eafily infer that we live in a fcorching air, though not fo lad as is 
reported : for it is become too cuftomary for men in their relations rather to add than 
to. diminilh. Several who have lived fome years here with me, muft own, as well as I, 
that in the months October, November, December, January, February and March, 
the heat is very violent here, but it is not fo hot in the fix remaining months, but that 
it-.eRn .be eafily borne without the leaft inconvenience : I have known the time when vee 
could as well have endured a fire, if we had nGt been, afttamed, as in Europe about 
September ; befides, the whole year is here refrefhed with cool evenings, fo that be 
that hath lived here ten years, and eonfequently his body become opener than. in. Hol- 
land, will not be apt to .complain very much of the heat. 

The unwholefomenefs of this coaft, in my opinion, fee ms chiefly owing to the heat 
of theday, and coolnefs of the night; which Taddeo change! am induced to beliewe 
oeeafiom-leveralxGntrary - effeCtsin our bodies, efpedally in theofe who are not aeeuf. 
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tomed to bear more heat than cold, by too haftily throwing off their cloaths to cool 
too fall. 

The fecond and greateft caufe which I can find is, that the Gold Goa ft, from one end 
to the other, fo greatly abounds with high mountains, in the -valleys betwixt which, 
every morning, a thick, {linking, and fulphurous clamp or milt rifeth, cfpccially near 
rivers or watry places j which mill fo fpreads itfelf, and falls fo thick on the earth, that 
it is altnoft impoffible to efcape the infe&ion while we are falling, and our bodies more 
fufceptible of it than the natives. This fog happeneth moll frequently in the ill feafon 
of the fix months, which we here call winter, but more efpecially in July and Auguft * 
wherefore we are more foiled with ficknefs in that time than in the good feal'on, or 
funmxcr. The flench of this unwhoJefome mill is very much augmented by the 
Negroes’ pernicious cuftom of laying their filh, for five or fix clays, to putrify before 
they eat it ; and their cafmg their bodies round their houfes, and all over their towns ; 
and if this odious mixture of noifomc flenches very much allects the Hate of health 
here, it is not to be wondered, frnce it is next to impoilibility, not only for new comers, 
butthofe u ho have long continued here, to prelerve themlelvcs entirely from its malign 
eftefts. The great difference betwixt the European air and this, is fo oblervable, that 
few come hither who arc not at lull loused by a ficknefs which carries off a great 
many, and that chiefly becaufe we are fo wretchedly unprovided with what Ihould com- 
fort and nourilh thefe poor men ; for wc have no help to have recourfu to but corrupted 
medicines, and unlkilful phyficians, they being only ignorant barbers, who bring 
fcveral into the uttnoll danger of their lives : whereas, nature is llrong enough, by the 
aflillance of good nourifliing diet and relloratives, it might probably recover the pa- 
tient. But, alas ! how Ihould he be able to get them ? For our medicines, as 1 have 
before told you, are molt of them fpoiled ; and for food, what is here to be gotten for 
the common people, befides filh and a dry lean hen ? And, indeed, were he able to 
pay for better, here is nothing proper for a weak ftomach ; for all the oxen or cows, 
Jheep and hens, arc dry, lean, and tough : fo that a found man, not to mention an 
infirm one, hath enough to do to oat them. So that the bell, befide proper phyfic, 
that the poor fick can get here, are culinary vegetables and fpoon-meats ; the director 
and the chief faftor arc abundantly furnilhed with the former, but they are not in 
every-body’s reach. 

There are feveral who would fain perfuadc us, that our men’s ficknefs here is owing 
to their own mifmanagement ; urging that they might very eafily prevent it by a regu- 
lar life, and carefully avoiding all exceffes in eating and drinking ; but experience con- 
vinces us of their miftake, for we daily fee the moll temperate and regular men foized 
with dangerous and too often mortal difeafes. 

But it is indeed to be owned, that fome people here occafion their own ficknefs, 
though that cannot be laid of all. If thefe men were more careful of their healths, 
it is more than probable that fo many would not ficken and die here yearly as now do ; 
but thefe ralh and inconfiderate wretches no fooner receive their pay, than (if not al- 
ready indebted that fura) they lavifli it out in palm-wine and brandy ; both which, 
taken in excefs, are very pernicious : which is not the only inconvenience, for fpepd- 
ing their money thus idly, they do not allow themfelves fufficient to buy noceflary 
food ; the defedt of which they are then forced to fupply with bread, oil, and fait,' or 
at bell with a little' filH ; fo „that it is hardly to be expected that thefe men Ihould be 
/healthful. This is the common courfe of life which the ordinary people here lead ; 

• and it were to be .wifhed that their example was not followed by their fuperiors- ; ex- 
- eeffive drinking being here too much in vogue 5 and the larger their lalary is, the 
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greater their thirft appears to be, and confequently the Iefs regard had to the kitchen. 
Some are alfo very lucky if their pay be not attached, and they entered into bonds as 
deep as their prefent and future falary will fatisfy ; or what is worfe yet beyond all this, 
in hopes only that their relations will fatisfy it : all which eats like a canker ; and yet 
they are by ufe fo bigotted to drinking, that it would be impoffible to keep them from 
it by blows : and to make the quicker work, they are as zealous votaries to Venus as 
to Bacchus, and fo wafte the finall portion of ftrength left them from tippling and the 
ill air, and then adieu health, and foon after life itfelf. But it is, indeed, convenient 
it fhould be fo 5 another wants his place. If men lived here as long as in Europe, it 
would be lefs worth while to come hither, and a man would be obliged to wait too 
long before he got a good poll, without which nobody will eafily return rich from 
Guinea, the chief perfons there being the only people who can lay up any thing, and 
they not near fo much as is reported of them. However the money we get here is 
indeed hardly enough acquired : if you conlider we flake our bell pledge, that is, our 
lives, in order to it. 

But to return to the unhealthfulnefs of this country : — Some here diltinguilh be- 
twixt one place and another, and I am fomewhat inclined to their opinion : if they 
choofe thofe places where the wind blows continually and very frefh, and where the 
Negroes occafion the leaft flench, they are undoubtedly the molt healthful ; and as 
fuch, I fhould prefer Bontry and Zacondee in the firft place. 

How unwholefome foever this country is, yet we find very few of the natives afflicted 
with any diftemper; which yet is not much to be wondered at, fince their being 
born in this air, and bred up in the flench, are not liable to be infedled with the one 
or the other. The national difeafes here are the fmall-pox and worms ; by the former 
of which, in thefe thirteen or fourteen years time, thoufands of men have been fwept 
away ; and with the latter, they are miferably afflicted in all parts of their bodies, but 
chiefly in their legs, which occafions a grievous pain, which they are forced to bear 
till they can get the worm quite out, that being fometimes a month. The manner 
which the artifts take to get it out is this : as foon as the worm is broken through the 
tumour, his head commonly firft making its way, after they have drawn it out a little 
way, they make it fall to a flick, about which they every day wind a finall part of it, 
till continuing this tedious method they have entirely wound out the whole, and the 
patient is freed from his pain. But if the worm happens to break, they are put t<5 a 
double torture, the remainder part of the worm either rotting in the body, or breaking 
out at feme other place. The Negroes are moft afflicted with thefe worms ; but 
though the Europeans are but feldom troubled with them, yet they do not efcape them 
entirely. I have feen feme Negroes who had nine or ten of them at once, with which 
they were inexpreffibly tormented. This worm-difeafe is frequent all the coaft over j 
but our men are moft tormented with it at Cormantyn and Apam, which perhaps may 
be occafioned by the foul water which they are obliged to drink there. If you 
would know the length of thefe worms, Monfieur Focquenbrog obligeth you with a 
pathedcal defcription, by which you are informed that they are fome of them an ell 
long, and fome as long as pikes, and have not the patience to flay till the man is dead, 
but feize him alive. 

In the country of Ante feveral Negroes are afflicted with ravenous appetites, which 
is thought to proceed from their drinking a fort of paint-wine Called Crifia. . 

The natives are very much to be pitied, that being fhot, cut, or otherwife wounded 
in their wars, they neither know nor have any other way of cure than by green plants, 
which they boil in water and foment the part with that deco&ion, which proves effe&ual 
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in fome cafes ; thefe vegetables being endowed with a wonderful fanative virtue. But 
others either not knowing the fimples, or being ignorant how to prepare them aright, 
apply their fomentations in vain : whilft the wound gangrenes, and at belt turns to a 
running, which continues the whole life. Thole lei zed by the venereal diftemper are 
alfo incurable, except they happening to be near our fcftt fall into our barbers’ hands ; 
who, for a good large fura of money, cure them. 

Belides the above-mentioned diftempers, molt of the Negroes live healthful lives, but 
feldom arrive to a great age : the reafon of which, owing to my ignorance, I dare not 
pretend to affign. It is obfervable that there are feveral grey headed people, who look 
as if they were old, but indeed are not fo ; this, perhaps, may bo owing to their too 
early and exceflive venery, by which they fo enfeeble themfelves, that a man of fifty 
fa good old age here), feized by any ficknefs, generally leaves this world. Nature's 
dictates are very early underltood here; and children of eight or nine years know very 
well how the world is propagated, and before twelve they generally reduce their know- 
ledge into practice : fo that it is next to an impoflibility to meet with a maid at marriage- 
able years. The inhabitants for that reafon, to fecure a maidenhead, marry young, 
and perhaps then have it juft as fecure as a handful of Hies ; for the young children 
hearing daily fuch difeourfe as is not very proper for their ears, and which is the com- 
mon converfation of the Negroes, feldom have patience till they come to years of 
maturity. 

It will not be labour loft to fay fomething concerning the winter and fummer, or the 
good and bad time, as it is called here ; and the great alteration of weather, which I 
have obferved here in the fpace of ten years. The fummer is accounted to begin with 
September, and continue the five fubfequent months, and the winter takes up the re- 
maining fix months in the year, and is fub-divided into two rainy, two mifty, and two 
windy months : but the feafon alters fo much from year to year that we have in a 
manner left off reckoning them ; the fummer comes fometimes a whole month earlier 
one year than another, and the fame is alfo obferved of the miff and rain. In Abort, 
they come fo confufed and uncertain, that it is impoffible to make any calculation of 
them. 

Formerly, when I firft came fo the coaft, fummer and winter fucceeded alternately, 
exa&ly at a certain time, and the latter was much feverer than at prefent, The rains 
were fo violent, continuing for feveral days fuccefiively as if the country were to be 
drowned, and we expended a fecond deluge; but at prefent are not either fo violent 
or fo frequent. Axim, which is but twenty miles from Elmina, is generally more 
moiftened with rains than any place upon the whole coaft: and I did not a little 
wonder when I was firft placed there, that the rains continued fo long ; for afking one 
of our military officers how long it commonly lafted, he told me above eleven months 
and twenty-eight days in a year, and confequently every leap-year was bleffed with one 
whole day of fair weather : but though the officer ftretched a little, yet it is undeniably 
true, that it rains here at leaft half the year ; for which reafon only rice and trees can 
grow, the other fruits being deftroyed by too much wet. 

It is furprizing to obferve that the ftorms or travadoes, as they are here called, are 
in a few years fo very much leffened ; and fince 1 am to fpeak of the winds and thun- 
der here, I fhall firft take notice how violent the wind nfed to blow here. You may 
be informed by Monfieur Focquenbrog, that when he was here, fuch a great and 
. hidden floral arofe, that the lhips at fea durft not fail with full fail, for fear of being 
overturned or fplit again!! the rocks or ihores : but at prefent here is not the leaft 
reafon to be afraid ; for though we are fometimes attacked by violent travadoes, or 
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florins of thunder, lightning, and wind, yet they do not come upon us dither fo fud- 
denly or forcibly as to occafion any very remarkable damage. 

In fome old papers of the director Valkenburg concerning the coaft, I found that at 
Elmina, in the year 1651, there was fuch a terrible thunder, which fo affrighted every 
body that they thought the world was at an end : the gold and filver was melted in the 
bags, which remained untouched ; and their fwords broken in the fcabbards, without 
the latter being perceivably finged, as well as feveral ftrange accidents which then, 
happened : but the paper being worm-eaten I could not diftin&ly read it, only I per- 
ceived that they were in difmal apprehenfions for their gunpowder, the thunder Teem- 
ing molt violent where that was. 

About 1691, when I was at Boutry, there was fuch a fierce and boifterous ftorm 
in the country of Ante, that hundreds or rather thoufands of trees were either thrown 
down to the ground, or blafted by lightning. The flake which fupported our flag 
was fhattered into fplinters from top to bottom, and yet remained Handing, but fo torn 
afunder, as if one or two hundred chiflels had been driven into it in order to fplit it. 
The Negroes, in the fame terrified condition with us, being of opinion that the force 
of the thunder is contained in a certain Hone, after the ftorm was over, brought one, 
which they ridiculoufly believed had fo fhattered our flag-pole : but no wonder they 
were of that opinion, for in Europe, where we think we are better informed, feveral 
people do not much differ from them. But what I have obferved of the effects of 
thunder, is fufficient to convince me that it is impoffible they fhould be caufed by a 
ftone ; nor is there any natural reafon for it, and with fupematural things I have 
nothing to do, but had rather believe it the effe&s of a violent compreffioa of air ; but 
the manner of its operation I leave the naturalifts to determine. 

Not long after, a like accident happened to one of our fhips cruizing before Axim, 
very much injuring its main-malt and boltfprit. 

In 1693 or 1694, the thunder broke all the drinking-glaffes of the fador’s chamber, 
and raifed up his child with the bed under it ; both which it threw fome feet diflant, 
without the leaft hurt done. What do you think, fir ? was it poffible for a ftone to do 
this ? I believe not. 

Not long after this, the Englilh fort at Acra was fo roughly handled by the thunder, 
that its walls were left fhattered with holes even to the powder-room, and fome pewter- 
porrengers were melted into a lump : it is eafy to imagine with what terror they were 
ftruck when they found it come fo near their powder. 

When I had the government of Mouree, one of the turrets was rent feveral feet by a 
clap of thunder ; and my conftable being lodged there, affirmed in the morning he 
had received a violent fhock on his arm without any farther injury : however, I was 
in great danger ; for having the day before removed my powder, I had caufed two or 
three thoufand pounds of it to be brought into the garret, where it lay when the ftorm 
began } but I could not be eafy till it was carried to a fafer place, however before that 
could be done I was in no final! confufion. 

From what I have related, you may colle£l what fort of weather we were formerly 
accuftomed to ; which fo feldom happens at prefent, that in the fpace of three or four 
years we have not obferved any thing extraordinary of that nature to happen. 

The difference betwixt the heat and cold formerly and at prefent, is alfo very great; 
for the heat has been here fo excefiive in fummer-time, that we feemed to have dog- 
days as well as in Europe ; but now it is become more moderate and fupportable : the 
cold was alfo then fo fierce in the nights, that we were perfuaded it froze, and in reality 
vre were not much in the wrong, for the earth, which ufually is very moift by reafon 
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of the dew, was on the contrary dry and appeared whitifh. Some of my predeceflbrs 
affirmed, that coming into their accompting-houfe in the morning, they found their 
ink frozen : the truth of which I will not determine, but only hand it to you as I re* 
ceived it. 

But this I allure you, that we have felt nights fo cold about September, that they 
made us fhake, as I told you before. The prefent winters are indeed cold, but not fo 
fevere as formerly, though they continue longer ; for we have two thirds, or at leaft 
half <>f the year winter : which while I am writing I believe you begin to think of, and 
l wifli it may happen to you iu due fcafon, and bo fo mild as not to give you the leaft 
uneafmefs, but afford you as much plcafure as is poflible to bo wiflied by. Yours, &c, 

LETTER IX. — Of the natural Difpofition ancl Manners of the Negroes on the Gold 
■ Coq/l ; that they arc very fraudulent and crafty , idle , and carclcfs : — Of their 
Clothing , Education of Children, and Compliments : — Their courteous Reception of 
Vifitants ; and their Manner of vi filing among ft the great Men ; — Of their manual 
Arts ; Navigation , Eijhing , and Agriculture : — The Difference of Languages on the 
Gold Coujl : — Their Nobility ; how many Degrees rf B reference among J i them : — 
Their carclfs ill-contrived way of Building, and making their Roads : — Their mufical 
Jnfrumcnts : — They have no Beggars amongfl them , only ihofe jhamclcfs ones who do 
not want. — A Dcjcripiion of the Mulattocs. 

Sir, 

Y OURS of the 24th, reached mo in very good time. But my prefent intended 
fubjeft is likely fo to over-charge this, that for want of room l fliall be obliged to defer 
anfwering yours till the next opportunity, when 1 promife not to fail. 

I defign to treat of the natural temper of the natives ; and if this letter cloth not fwcll 
to an unufual bulk, I Avail be at a lofs to do juitice to my fubjedt : wherefore I mud beg 
your excufe for crowding fo many things into one' letter 1b unmethodically, for you are 
prefented with them as they occur to me ; and fo, fir, be ploafed to accept them. 

To begin. The Negroes are all without exception, crafty, villainous and firaudu- 
lent, and very feldom to be trufted, being furc to flip no opportunity of cheating an 
European, nor indeed one another. A man of integrity is as rare among them as a 
white falcon, and their fidelity feldom extends farther than to their mailers : and it 
would be very furprifing, if, upon a ferutiny into their lives, we fhould find any of thorn 
whofe perverfe nature would not break out fometimes, for they indeed feem to be bom 
and bred villains ; all forts of bafenefs having got fuch fure footing in them, that it is 
impoflible to lie concealed, and herein they agree very well with what authors tell us 
of the Mufcovites. _ Thefc degenerate vices are accompanied with their fillers, floth 
' and idlenefs, to which they are fo prone that nothing but the utmoft necelfity can force ‘ 
them to labour : they are befides fo incredibly carclcfs and ftupid, and are fo little 
concerned at their misfortunes, that it is hardly to be obferved by any change in them 
whether they have met with any good or ill fuccefs. An inftance of which is, that 
when they have obtained a victory over their enemies, they return home diverting them- 
felves with leaping and dancing : but if on their fide they are beaten out of the field, 
and utterly routed, they yet feaft and are merry, and dance, and can cheerfully fport 
around a grave. In fhort, profperity and adverfity are no otherwife diftinguifliable in 
them than in the cloatfemg and lhaving of their head, of which more hereafter. Mon- 
fieur Focquenbrog 2 s'cTefcnption of them is undeniably true, when he informs us that 
they feaft at graves, and if they fhould fee their country in flames, would cry out “ let 
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it burn, and not fuffer it in the leaft to interrupt their finging, dancing and drinking : 

that they are equally infenfible of grief or neceffity, fing till they die, and dance into 
the grave. • 

. This defcription is fo pertinent, I believe it cannot be mended in lb few words. It 
jstrue indeed, that they very greedily heap up money and goods, to which their minds 
are Itrongly inclined : but after that they fet fo fmall a value upon them, that if they 
meet with a very great lofs, you can never perceive it by their carriage, it never robs 
them of an hour’s repofe ; and they are no fooner at their refting place, but fiko the 
beafts, they fleep perfefrly undifturbed by any melancholy refleaions : fo that the advice, 
not to take care for the morrow, feems defigned more peculiarly for the practife of 
thefe men. r 

Their young are extraordinarily vain, and defirous to pafs for perfons of quality, 
though perhaps but Haves ; notwithflanding which they mighty carefully adorn their 
bodies, and are very fine in their way. 

But now let us fee how they manage the affairs of drefs. The fafhions of adorning 
their heads are very various ; fome wear very long hair curled and platted together, 
and tied up to the crown of the head ; others turn their hair into very fmall curls, 
moiftening them with oil and a fort of die, and then adjufl them in the fhape of rofes ; 
between which they wear gold Fetiches, or a fort of coral here called Conte de Terra, 
which isfometimes of a quadruple value to gold, as alfo a fort of blue coral, Winch we 
call Agrie, and the Negroes Accorri, which being moderately large, is fo much valued 
that it is generally weighed againft gold. They are very fond of our hate, never think- 
ing they pay too much for them. Their arms, legs and waift are ador&ed with gold, 
and the above-mentioned forts of coral. Their common habit is made of three of four 
ells of either velvet, filk, cloth, Perpetuana, or fome fort of fluff ; and feveral have 
this fort of habit or Paan, as they call it, made of fifty forts of fluff. This they throw 
about the body and roll it up into a fmall compafs, and make it fall ; fo that it hangs 
from the navel downwards, covering the legs half way : about their arms they alio 
wear ornamental rings made of ivory, gold, filver, &c. and about their necks, firings 
or chains of gold, and coral amongfl their above-mentioned drefs ; and I remember to 
have feen feveral of thefe firings or chains worth above one hundred pounds flerling. 
But thefe are the jewels, and they who want them are no company for thofe who have 
them. 

The Manceroes, or youth, do not drefs themfelves fo pompoufly ; but the Coboeeros 
or chief people are as meanly and plainly habited, choofing rather to pafs for poor rhan 
rich men. They wear only a good Paan, a cap make of hart’s fkin upon their heads, 
and a flaff in their hands, like the old Ifraelites, and a firing or chain of coral about 
their heads : and this is the drefs they daily appear in. 

The commonalty, fuch as wine-drawers, fifhermen, and fuch like, are very poorly 
habited ; fome with an ell or two of forry fluff, others with a fort of girdle only drawn 
through between their legs, and wrapped about them juft to hide their nakednefs ; to 
which the fifhermen add a cap made of harts’ fkins or rufhes, though moft of them 
endeavour to get an old hat of the failors, which ferves them in hot as well as cold 
weather. The men here are not fo very much addicted to fumptuous attire ; but pride 
even amongfl the favage, as well as in the Netherlands and all Europe over, feems to 
have eftablifhed its throne amongfl the female fex : and accordingly the women’s drefs 
is richer than the men’s. Ladies plat their hair very artfully, and place their Fetiches, 
coral and ivory with a judicious air, and go much finer than the men. About their 
necks they wear gold chains and firings of coral, befides ten or twelve fmall white firings - 
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of Conte de Terra and gold ; about their arms and legs alfo they are plentifully ftored 
therewith, and they wear them fo thick about their waift, that their nakednefs would 
be fufficiently covered thereby if they wore no clothes j and the rather becaufe they 
always have a garter or rather girdle. Perhaps Mr. Conftantyn Huygens thought of 
our black miftreffes, when he advifeth the men to two, and fome women to three gar- 
ters ; and if itockings were in fafhion here, three garters would be foon thought as 
neceffary as one is now : but this by the by. To return to our Negro ladies ; on the 
lower part of their bodies they wear a Paan, which often is three or four times as long 
as that of the men : this they wind around their waift, and bind it on with a fillet of 
red cloth, or fomething elfe about half an ell broad and two ells long, to make it fit 
clofe to the body, both ends of the fillet hanging out on their Paan, which in ladies 
of quality is adorned with gold and filver lacc : on the upper part of their body they 
caft a veil of filk or fome other fine fort of ftuff, whilft their arms are beautified with 
rings of gold, filver and ivory. Thefe female Negroes, I can afl'urc you, are lb well 
fkilled in their fafhions, that they know how to drefs themfclvcs up fufliciently tempt- 
ing to allure feveral Europeans ; but their greateft power is over thofc who make 
no difference betwixt white and black, efpecially when the former colour is not to be 
found. 

Having done with their clothes, let us fee how they educate their children, with 
which the men never trouble thcmfclves in the leaft, nor the women much indeed : the 
mother gives the infant fuck for two or three years ; which over, and they able to go, 
then it is, Turn out, brutes : if it be hungry fhe gives it a piece of dry bread, and fends 
it abroad whenever it pleafes, either to the market, or to the fea-fide to learn to fwini, 
or any where elfe : nobody looks after it, nor is it any body’s bufinefs to hinder its 
progrefs. Thefe children are as well contented with dry bread, as ours with all man- 
ner of delicacies ; they neither think of nor know any delicacies, nor are their mothers 
troubled with them, but do their bufinefs undifturbed : when, on the other fide, if our 
children can but go alone, we are continually perplexed with thoufands of fears of 
fome or other ill accidents befalling them. 

Child-bearing is here as little troublefome as the men can wifh ; here is no long 
lying-in, nor expenfive goffiping or groaning-feafts. I once happened to be near the 
place where a Negro woman was delivered of two children in the fpace of one quarter 
of an hour ; and when file feemed moftuneafy, I found it was not fufficient to urge any 
fhrieks or cries from her, but the very fame day I faw her go to the fea-fide to wajfli 
herfelf without ever thinking of returning to her bed : and indeed molt women are here 
equally eafy in this particular, though it happens (but that is very feldomj that a 
woman is obliged by illnefs to keep her bed fome days. Here is no provifions made 
for linen or any neceffaries for the new-born infant, and yet all its limbs grow vigorous 
and proportionate as in Holland, except only that they have larger navels than ordinary 
with us ; but this is the mother’s fault. If child-bearing were in all particulars fo eafy 

in our country, but no more of this, left you fliould tell your lady, and flie bring 

the Dutch women about my ears, and it is not very advifeable to anger them. But to 
return to our fubjeft ; the child is no fooner born than the prieft (here called Feticheer 
or Confoe) is fentfor, -'whofe^js-a parcel of ropes and coral and other trafh about the 
head, body, arms and legs feafhe infant j after which he exorcifes, according to their 
accuftomed manner, by which they believe it is armed againft all ficknefs and ill acci- 
dents ; and doubtlefs this is as effectual as if done by the Pope himfelf. By this you 
may obferye what power the priefts have over evil fpirits ; but when I come to deferibe 
the marriage and married lives of the Negroes, I fhall prefent you with fomething more! 

1 1 concerning 
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concerning child-bearing ; and at prefent proceed, only informing you that thefe ropes 
and trafh ferve the children inftead of clothes, commonly till they are feven or eight 
years of age ; at which period they pride themfelves in a neceflary lappet of half an ell 
of Huffs. 

; If father is a fifherman or hufbandman, and the child a male, he breeds him up to 
his avocation very early ; and the child now beginning to find that he muft foon fhift 
for himfelf, he is fure to fecure all that a convenient opportunity will give him leave 
againft that time, which his parents never contradict. 

I have hinted with what forry and how little food the Negroes content their children j 
which would hardly be poffible if they fared delidoufly themfelves. But they are not 
guilty of this fort of intemperance, but live rather too foberly, two-pence a day being fuffi- 
cient to diet one of them. Their common food is a pot full of millet boiled to the con- 
fluence of bread, or inftead of that, jambs and potatoes ; over which they pour a litde 
palm-oil, with a few boiled herbs, to which they add a ftinking fifh. This they efteem 
a nice difh, for it is but feldom they can get the fifh and herbs : as for oxen, fheep, 
hens, or other flefh, they only buy that for holidays; of which more in another place; 
The Negroes are not fo fparing in their diet becaufe they do not defire better food, of 
which we have fufficient proof when they eat with us, for they are then fure to htizte 
themfelves with the belt at the table, at that rate, as if they were laying in for three 
days. Nor is it for want of money that they live thus, but only out of pure fordid 
covetoufnefs. 

I have been fometimes of opinion that they thought all dear things unwholefome. 
The diet I have defcribed, is that of the commonalty ; nor do the rich fare much 
better : they allow themfelves a little more fifh, and a few more herbs. But for an 
extraordinary difh they take fifh, a handful of com, as much dough, and fome palm- 
oil, which they boil together in water, and this they call Mallaget ; and is, I can affure 
you, a lordly entertainment amongft them ; and, to fpeak truth, it is no very difagree- 
able food to thofe who are ufed to it, and is very wholefome in this country. 

Though the Negroes eat fo poorly and fo little, they drink the more, being great 
lovers of flrong liquor; and let the world go how it will, they muft have brandy in 
the morning, and palm-wine in the afternoon ; and he that hath one penny in money, 
thirfteth after three pennyworth of drink, which is welcome to them night and day ; 
and we are forced to give drift orders to our men to watch our cellars at night, for 
they know too well how to get at them. They are fo befbtted to ftrong liquors and 
tobacco, that you may equally entruft bacon to a cat, as either of them within their 
power. The women are as guilty of this vice as the men ; and, as if it were a virtue, 
their children are taught it at the age of three or four years. 

The falutations and civilities of the Negroes claim a place here, as being remarkably 
peculiar. Upon accidentally meeting each other, the falutation is pulling off the hat 
or cap, or uncovering the head, amongft thofe Negroes who converfe with us ; but the 
in-land people do not efteem the uncovering of the head for any fign of refpeft. Next, 
they afk after each other’s welfare, but not like our manner, by enquiring after one 
another’s health ; but the firft queftion is, “ How did you fleep ?” to which the reply 
is, 11 Very well and the other returns the queftion to the firft, who, if he hath flept 
well, tells him fo. From whence we may obferve, that the Negroes conceive good 
found fleep to be the moft neceffary prefervative of health. When one Negro is 
vifited by another, he takes his gueft by the hand, and nipping his two middle fingers 
together, he bids him welcome : this is the ceremony in ufe, if this be his firft vifit : 
but if he hath been there before, .and is returned again, he expreffeth bis welcome by 
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telling him, “ You went out and are returned,” intimating they wifh him good fortune ; 
to which he anfwers, “ I am come again and this paffeth current on both fidcs for 
refined civility. They are very obligingly civil, when they receive vifits from a perfon 
who lives in another country. As foon as the compliments are palled, the wife, or a 
lhe-llave, brings water, greafe or ointment, to wafh and anoint the ft ranger, herein 
agreeing with the ancient times, who were accuftomcd to waftt and anoint the feet of 
their guefts. 

The vifits of kings, and thofe of the belt rank, are accompanied with fevcral odd 
ceremonies : for inftance, when a lord or king of a town is advanced very near to, or 
reaches that king’s town he intends the honour of a vifit to, he difpatches one of his 
attendants to compliment and advife him of his coming ; who, on the other fide, is 
fure to fend back a meflenger of his own, with his ambalfador, to compliment and 
allure him of a hearty welcome. While they are on their way, the king or general 
ranges all his foldiers in battle-array, in the market-place, or before his palace ; thefe 
being frequently about three or four hundred men, who fit down, expecting the 
approach of their gueft ; who, to exprefs his ftate and grandeur the molt dfe&ually, 
takes care to advance but ftowly, and is attended by a great number of armed men, 
who, leaping and dancing, alfo make a difmal military noife. 

Having at laft reached the place where the other fits expecting him, he doth not 
make dire&ly towards him, but detaches all his unarmed people of fafliion to prefent 
their hands, by way of falutation, to the other’s men, that are next or around him, 
as well as to himfelf: after all which, at laft, the two kings or generals, armed with 
fhields, make their mutual approaches ; and if the vifitant be of higher rank than 
himfelf, or he defigns to honour him with an extraordinary reception, he embraces 
and bids him welcome three times fucceflively : but if his vifitant be below him, he 
welcomes him by barely thrice prefenting his hand to him, and filliping his middle 
finger, which is done in three fuccefiive advances ; which being ended, the gueft and 
his attendance fit downoppofite to the -other, expe&ing him to come and welcome him 
and his followers, which is alfo loon after done, with three circular advances ; after 
which he returns to his place and fits down, fending perfons to falute and welcome the 
reft of his vifitant’ s troop, to afk after their health and the intent of their coming, 
which the chief generally anfwers by meffengers of his own. Thefe mutual ceremonies 
frequently laft an hour or two, or till the entertainer rifes and obliges his gueft to go 
into his houfe, where he is prefented by the king and the great men of the town with 
fheep, fowl, jamtnes, or whatever is agreeable ; and thus ended this tedious falutation, 
which I have fpent too much time in deferibing ; but I hope you will not bo tired with 
it, for in order to abridge it I have omitted feveral circumftances. 

In the beginning of this letter, I told you the Negroes were very idle, and not eafily 
prevailed on to work, as well as that they had very few manual arts ; all which, indeed, 
are employed chiefly in the making of wooden or earthen cups, troughs, matting of 
chairs, making of copper ointment-boxes, and arm-rings of gold, filver, or ivory, 
with fome other trafh. Their chief handicraft, with which they are belt acquainted, 
being the fmithery j for with their forry tools they can make all forts of war-arms that 
they want, guns only excepted, as well as whatever is required in their agriculture and 
houfe-keepbv. They have no notion of fteel, and yet they make their fables and 
all cutting inftruments. Thar principal tools are a kind of hard Hone, inftead of an 
anvil, a pair of tongues, and a fmall pair of bellows, with three or more pipes, which 
blow very ftrong, and are an invention of their own. Thefe are moft of that arts, 
befides that of making of Fetiches, which I have before informed you of 5 but their 
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moft artful works are the fine gold and filver hat-bands, which they make for us, the 
thread and contexture of which is fo fine, that I queflion whether our European ardits 
would not be put to it to imitate them : and indeed if they could, and were no better 
paid than the Negroes, they would be obliged to live on dry bread. 

You muft not take it ill that this letter is filled up with a medley of all forts of fub- 
je£ts ; that, according to our proverb, “ I jump from the ox to the afs for I ufually 
write what firfl occurs to my memory. Having once mentioned their navigation, 
which is not very confiderable, I lhall acquaint you they ufe a fort of boats called 
Canoas, the large!! of which are about thirty foot long, and fix broad : from this fize 
they go down to the fmallefl fort, which are about thirteen or fourteen foot long 
and three or four broad ; the biggeft of thefe being capable of carrying a reafonable 
merchant-man’s boat lading; we generally ufe them in the tranfportation of our 
goods from place to place : they are rowed in proportion to their fize, by two, three, 
five, feven, nine, eleven, or fifteen rowers; which, when they exceed two, muft 
always be an odd number, becaufe they are obliged to fit in couples, and an odd one 
is requifite to fleer. Inftead of oars they ufe a fort of paddle, made like a fpade, 
having a handle about the fame length ; with which paddling the water, with an under- 
hand ftroke, they keep the Canoa in a very fwift courfe. With the leaf! fort of Canoas, 
with two or three men in each, they generally go a fifhing, which leads me to their 
fifhing-tackling, confifting of great and fmall hooks, alfo harping-irons, which they 
ufe when they have hooked a great fifh : they are befides furmfhed with cafting as 
well as other large nets, which laft they plant in the fea over-night, and draw them in 
the' morning, when they are frequently full of all forts of fifh ; but if a fword-fifh, 
or any other fuch rough gueft happens to get in the net, it is fure to be tom in pieces 
with the fword’s fnout; W this damage is eafily prevented, if the Negroes are 
timely informed of it ; for they go two or three Canoas in company, well fumilhed 
with harping-irons ; and confidering they greedily eat this fort of fifh, if they can but 
take him, he makes amends for two or three broken nets. 

I fhall here fay nothing of their agriculture, not only becaufe I have already touched 
upon it, but by reafon I hope for a better opportunity of treating that fubjefi:. 

Though the Gold Coaft is not extended above fixty miles in length, yet we find 
there feven or eight feveral languages, fo different that three or four of them are 
interchangeably unintelligible to any but the refpeftive natives.. The Negroes of Jun- 
more, ten miles above Axim, cannot underftand thofe of Egira, Abocroe, Ancober, 
and A vim ; there is indeed a vafl difference in their languages. That of Axim is a 
very difagreeable brutal found ; that of Ante very different from it, though not much 
more beautiful ; but more {hocking is that of Acra, not having the leaf! fimilitude with 
any of the reft. The other Coaft Negroes, thofe of Aquamboe only excepted, generally 
underftand one another ; but the in-land Negroes is by much the pleafanteft and moft 
agreeable ; I m ea n thofe of Dinkira, Akim, Acanny, and Adorn ; this difference is 
eafily difcernible to a perfon but the leaf! acquainted with their languages, and appears 
as that betwixt Brabanders and foreigners : and if the Negroes, whom we daily con- 
verfe with, who live about our forts, expreffed themfelves as agreeably as the others, 
it would be no difficult matter to learn their language in two or three years, which we 
find at prefent we can fcarce do in ten, at leaf! not in any fort of perfection. Some 
of us, among!! which I dare reckon myfelf, have made fuch a progrefs, that we 
underftand the greateft part of it, though we can hardly hit the pronunciation. The- 
found of fome words is fo ftrange, that though we have often endeavoured to ex- 
prefr them with our European letters, yet we have never been able to do it ; and the' 
r Negroes 
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Negroes can neither write nor read, and confequently have no ufe of letters, which 
renders it impofliblc for us to trace their faults. Dr. Dapper, who never was here 
hath adventured to exprefs their words ; which, though I may pretend to fome know- 
ledge of their languages, I dare not attempt, being allured I mall not fucceed much 
better than he. 

Could the Negroes, as I have faid, either read or write, we fiiould be able to learn 
their tongues fpeedily, by obferving the letters which expreffed each thing ; but having 
no other afliftance than the bare found, I think it is folly to attempt farther. Where- 
fore, fir, I hope you will expect no more on this head. 

I remember to have met with fome hints in a certain author tending to a defeription 
of feveral noble families ; but in all the time of my residence here, I have not been 
able to difeover what fort of people thefo were who put any value upon the nobility of 
families : I (hall not take up much of your time in enquiries what difference there is 
betwixt one Negro and another, or why one is more eftoemed than another ; for if I 
fhould dwell ever fo long on this fubjeflt, the refult is, only the richelt man is the moft 
honoured, without the leaft regard to nobility. , 

I have obferved five degrees of men amongft the Negroes ; the firft of which are 
their kings or captains, for the word is hero fynonymous. 

The fecond, their Caboceros, or chief men ; which reducing to our manner of ex- 
preffion, we fiiould be apt to call them Civil fathers ; -whole province is only to take 
care of the welfare of the city or village, and to appeafe any tumult. 

The third fort are thofe who have acquired a great reputation by their riches, either 
devolved on them by inheritance or gotten by trade. And thefc are the perlbns which 
fome authors have reprefented as noblemen ; but whether they are in the right or not 
lhall hereafter plainly appear. ’ t * 

The fourth are the common people employed in the tillage of wines, agriculture and 
filhing. 

The fifth and laft are the Haves, either fold by their relations, taken in war, or come 
fo by poverty. 

Thefe five being the only degrees which arc to be found amongft the Negroes : let 
us enquire by what means they arrive at any of the three firft. 

Tirll, the dignity of king or captain in moll of thefe countries, defeends hereditarily 
from father to fon, and in defeft of ifiue to the next male-heir ; though fometimes fo 
much regard is had to his riches in flaves and money, that he who is plentifully ftored 
with thefe, is often preferred to the right heir. 

The inauguration of a king is not clogged with many pompous ceremonies; for 
coronations and coronation-oaths being here equally unknown, the new king is fhewn 
to the people, and fometimes carried through his territories ; and the whole affair ter- 
minates in one merry day : but in cafe of competitorfhip, when two pretend to that 
dignity at the fame time ; for confirmation of the loyalty of their followers, each pre- 
tender obliges his refpeaive party to an oath of allegiance; without this happens all 
things run very fnioothly, j fome offerings only made, as ufual here on all foletnn 
occafions. The principal men or Caboceros are commonly limited to a fet number * 
but fome of them dying, and the vacancies not filling, when upon affembling- together 
they find their number too fmall, they chofe out of the commonalty perfone well ad- 
vanced m ^ears' to'cbmpleat their number (for young men are feldom admitted into 
this honourable affembly), who are obliged to exprefs their gratitude to their elefting 
brethren by a prefent of a cow and fome drink ; after which they are lawfully admitted 
and confirmed. The cuftom of Axim obliges the candidate tor this dignity to be a 
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native of. that country living at Axini, at leaft keeping a houfe there, inhabited by one 
o'f his wives, or fome of his family, and Sometimes refid mg there himielf ; which is 
fomewhat like our being obliged to keep fire and light to preferve our right of citizens 
in Holland. If there be one alone, or Several, he or they are all brought to our fort 
and prefented to our factor, with a requeft that they may be admitted into their Society ; 
who,, if he hath nothing to object againft him, administers an oath to him on the Bible, 
obliging him to be and remain true to the Netherlanders, and to aid and ailift them 
to the utmoft of his power againft all their enemy’s whatsoever, whether Europeans 
or Negroes, and deport himfelf on all occasions as a loyal Subject : after which he takes 
an oath, not unlike the former, refpecting his own nation ; both which oaths are con- 
firmed by an imprecation, “ That God would Strike him dead if he fwore contrary to 
•his intentions, or doth not keep his oath ;” in farther confirmation of which the Bible 
as held to his breaft and laid on his head, which are the ceremonies ufed to render the 
oath obligatory : this done, the fa&or having registered his name, acknowledges him a 
■member of their affembly, and admits him to all the rights, privileges, and advantages 
appendant thereto ; and having made the due prefents to his brethren, he is a Caboceer 
during his life. In other places on the coaSt the ele&ion of a Caboceer is fomewhat 
different ; but it being fo well regulated at Axim, I Shall content myfelf with describing 
that only. . 

s The third fort of Negroes are thofe enriched either by inheritance or trade ; who, to 
.acquire a reputation and great name amongft their fellow-citizens, buy about Seven 
Small elephants’ teeth, which they make into blowing-horns ; upon which they caufe 
their family to be taught all fort of tunes ufual, according to the extravagant courfe 
■of the country : which, ijriien they have learned, they inform all their relations and 
acquaintance that they intend to Shew their blowing-horns publicly, that they may 
come and make merry with them for Several days together; whilft they, their wives, 
and Slaves appear with as much pomp and Splendour as is poffible, borrowing gold and 
coral of their friends to make the greater Show, and distributing prefents amongft them : 
fo that this extravagant ceremony becomes very expenfive. This initiatory feftival 
being over they are free to blow upon their horns at pleafure, which none are per- 
mitted who have not thus aggrandized themfelves ; but if they are inclined to divert 
themfelves are obliged to borrow them. How contradictory is the courfe of things in 
this world ! in fome places men are obliged to beg hard and make intereft for horns, 
whilft they come home to the houfes of others as unexpe&ed as’undefired. 

A Negro thus far advanced in honour, ' ufually makes himfelf mafter of firft one and 
then another Shield : of which he makes a Shew as public and pompous as that of the 
horns; and is obliged to lie the firft night with all his family in. battle array in the 
open air, intimating that he will not be afraid of any danger or hardship in defence, of 
his people. After which he pafles the next and the remaining days of the feaSt, which 
are generally about eight, in Shooting and martial exercifes, as well as dancing and all 
forts of mirth ; himfelf, his wives, and family being as richly dreft as they pofftbly 
can ; and all that he hath in the world expofed to public view, and removed from 
place to place. But this feftival is not fo expenfive as the former; for inftead of 
making prefents, as' ufual in. that, he here on the contrary receives very valuable pre- 
fents ; and when he defigns to divert himfelf, or go to the war, he is permitted to 
carry two Shields : a favour not allowed to any who hath not thus qualified himfelf. 

Thefe are the nobility which authors boaft of on this coaft ; but that in reality they 
are not fo is plain, becaufe no perfon can ennoble himfelf, but muft be fo by birth, or 
by creation of another : in which they are both deficient; for by birth they are only 
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/laves, and confequeiuly widely diflant from nobles, and they owe their advance only 
to themfelves and their inoncy ; their port of honour here being always open to hint 
who is rich enough to bear the expence. Befides, in other places nobility engages 
thofe honoured with it firmly in the public fervice of their King or country ; which 
thefe arc not the lead: concerned for, applying themfelves to nothing but trade : but if 
any arc foud of haying them gentlemen and noblemen, I fliall let them remain fo. 
And it will not a little redound to my honour, that I have for fcvcrnl yeans fucceflivdy 
been waited on by one of thefe noblemen in the capacity of a footman, without having 
the leaft refpeft to his nobility. 

The fourth and fifth fort need no other account to be given of them, than that they 
arc common people and flaves. 

Thefe blowing-horns naturally lead me to a defeription of the mufical inftruments 
with which they divert themfelves. But I fliall firft inform you that the Negroes, in 
building their villages, have not the leaft regard to the pleafantnefs of the Situation. 
With us, indeed, it is ufual, and is doubtlefs very reafonable to put a high value 
upon a fine profpedt and pleafant walks ; but thefe lumpifh wretches frequently choofe 
a dry and difagreeable place to build on ; negledting at the fame time well-planted hills, 
charming valleys, and beautiful rivers *, which they have in great abundance, and 
ferve them for no ufe nor afford them any diversion. They are full as indifferent and 
negligent in the making of their roads, they being generally as rough and perverfe as 
the people themfelves : a road which need not to be above two miles in length, fre- 
quently becomes three by its crookednefs and unevennefs ; and though they have been 
often made fenfible of this inconvenience by us, and a very little trouble would mend 
them, yet they will not alter them ; the way once made nj»ft ftill remain, though it 
leads them twice as far out of the way. 

Their mufical inftruments are various, and very numerous ; but all of them yield a 
horrid and barbarous fhocking found ; the chief of them are the mentioned horns, 
made, as I' have already told you, of frnall elephants’ teeth ; though not fo very final! 
but forne of them weigh betwixt twenty and thirty pounds, and others more : to 
adorn thefe they cut in them feveral images of men and beafts ; and that fo finely that 
it feems to be done literally in obedience to the fecond commandment : for, indeed, it 
is difficult to difeern whether they are moll like men or beafts ; at the lower end of 
thefe horns is a piece of rope coloured black with hen’s or fheep’s blood, and at the 
finall end is a fquare hole ; at which by blowing they produce a lbrt of extravagant 
noife j which they reduce to a fort of tone and meafure, and vary as they pleafe : 
fometimes they blow upon thefe horns fo wejil, that though it is not agreeable, yet it is 
Hot fo horrid as to require a whole bale of cotton annually to ftop one’s ears, as Focquen- 
brog has it. 

Their fecond fort of inftruments are their drums, of which there are about ten 
feveral forts, but moll of them are excavated trees, covered at one end with a fheep- 
fkin, and left open at the other, which they fet on the ground like a kettle-drum, and 
when they remove it they hang it by a ft ring about their necks : they beat on thefe 
drums with two long flicks, made hammer-falhion, and fometimes with a flraight ftkk 
or _ their bare hands, all which ways they produce a difmal and horrid noife ; the drums 
being generally in comfort with the blowing of the horns, winch afford the, moil charm- 
ing aiffies’ mulic that can be imagined : to help out this they always fet a little boy to 
ftnke upon a hollow piece of iron, with a piece of wood, which alone makos a 
noife more deteftafele than the drums and horns together. 

Of 
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Of late they have invented a fort of fmall drums, covered on both fides with a fkin, 
■and extended to the lhape of an hour-glafs : the noife they afford is very like that our 
boys make with their pots they play with on holidays, with this difference only, 
that thefe have iron rings, which makes feme alteration in the found. It would be 
ridiculous to tire you with all the inftruments of the Negroes ; I fhail therefore take 
leave of this fubjed, by defcribing the bell they have, which is a hollow piece of 
wood, of two hands-breadth long, and one broad ; from the hinder-part of this a flick 
comes crofs to the fore-part, and upon the inflrument are five or fix extended firings ; 
fo that it bears fome fort of fimilitude to a fmall harp, or, if you will, is not very 
unlike the modern Greek mufical inftruments, and affords by much the mofl agreeable 
found of any they have here. Having faid enough on this fubject, let us turn ourfelves 
to another. ■ 

What is mofl commendable among the Negroes, is, that we find no poor amongft 
them who beg ; for though they are never fo wretchedly poor, they never beg ; the 
reafon of which is, that when a Negroe finds he cannot fubfifl, he binds himfelf for a 
certain fum of money, or his friends do it for him ; and the mailer to whom he hath 
obliged himfelf, keeps him in all neceffaries, fetting him a fort of talk, which is not in 
the leaft llavifh, being chiefiy to defend his matter on occalion, and in fowing time to 
work as much as he himfelf pleafes. So that, as I have before told you, here are no 
beggars obliged to be fo by poverty ; but fhamelefs beggars, without the leaft neceffity, 
are fo plentiful, that they all undiftinguilhably deferve that name : a king himfelf is 
not afhamed to beg, and that for fuch mean things as he might buy for one penny 
or two-pence.; they are fo fcandaloufly importunate, that it is impoffible to get from 
them without giving the*» fomething. 

Though I have been tedious in this, I hope you will pardon it ; for I mull own my 
itch of fcribbling is not yet over, and I cannot help giving you an account of a won- 
derful and extraordinary fort of people, I mean the Tapceyers or Mulattoes, a race 
begotten by Europeans upon the Negro or Mulatto women. This baflard ft rain is 
made up of a parcel of profligate villains, neither true to the Negroes nor us, nor in- 
deed dare they trufl one another ; fo that you very rarely fee them agree together. 
They affume the name of Chriflians, but are as great idolaters as the Negroes them- 
felves. Mofl of the women are public whores to the Europeans, and private ones to 
the Negroes ; fo that I can hardly give them a character fo bad as they deferve. I can 
only tell you, whatever is in its own nature worft in the European and Negroes, is 
united in them ; fo that they are the fink of both. The men, mofl of which are 
foldiers in our fervice, are cloathed as we are, but the women prink up themfelves in a 
particular manner : thofe of any faihion wear a fine fhift, and over that a fhort jacket 
iff filk or fluff, without fleeves, which reaches from under the arms to their hips, 
fattened only at the fhoulders : upon their heads they wear feveral caps, one upon the 
other ; the uppermoft of which is of filk, plated before and round at the top, to 
make it fit faft ; upon all which they have a fort of fillet, which comes twice or thrice 
around the head. Thus dreffed, they make no fmall fhew : on the lower part of their 
body they are cloathed as the Negrcwyomen are ; and thofe who are . poor are only 
diitinguifhable by their drefs, they going naked in the upper part of their body. 

The whole brood, when young, are far from handfome, and when old, are only fit 
to fright children in their beds. If a painter were obliged to paint envy, I could wife 
him no better original to draw after than an old Mulatto-woman. In procefc of time 
their bodies become fpeckled with white, brown, and yellow^ fpots, like the tigers, 
•which they alfo refemble in their barbarous nature ; but I ihall here leave them, for 
* je 2 fear 
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fear it may be thought that I am prejudiced by hatred againft them ; but fo far from 
that, that there is not a fingle perfon who hath any thing to do with them, but he 
muft own they are not worth fpeaking to. Well, as difagreeable as it is to be obliged 
to fuch company, I have this fatisfaft'ion, that it cannot be lb irkfome to me here, as 
it will be agreeable to me to tell you in a few months, viva voce, how much I am 
yours, &c. 


LETTER X. — Dcfcribing the fever al Religions of the Negroes ; their Opinions of a 
Deity, and different Sentiments concerning; the Creation of Man. — Manner of Jblcitm 
fwcaring on feverd Qccafwns ; the Manner of ajkmgfhicjliom of their Idol, how it is 
managed , and the Frauds of their P riffs on that Account. ; how? and on what Occa- 
fans', public and foie mn Kxercifes of Religion are here enjoined ; every private Perfon 
" hath his particular faff Cod , and Holidays which he appoints in honour of that ; the 
Offerings to it. — Which would be the mojl cffetlual Way' to convert the Negroes to- 
(thrift Utility. — Of their forbidden Meats. — their Opinions concerning their fa Ifc Cods 
the Reward of Good and Fvil. — Of Murder and Adultery, &c. wherefore amongst 
them. — Various Opinions of a future Life. — Miraculous Prkjls living in the in-land 
Country. - — What the Negroes think of Devils , Conjurors and Apparitions ; how they 
ejchl Devils. — Only two Fc/Hvals among them. — The 'Difference betwixt fortunate and 
unfortunate Days. — They arc very JuperJlitious ; an Injlancc thereof. 

Sir, 

MY lull was very long, and if I treat the fubjedd largely* this will not be much 
{hotter. For the religion' of the Negroes, of which 1 defigh to fpeak, will afford mat- 
ter enough for a book alone, by reafoa of the numerous and different forts of it ; for 
there is no village or town, nay, I had almoft faid no private family 'which doth nos 
differ from another on this head; but not thinking it worth whileto recount all the 
various opinions, I fhall therefore pals them over, and only fpeak of their public reli- 
gion and worlhip, in' which they almoft all agree. 

Almoft all the Coaft Negroes believe in one true God, to whom they attribute the 
creation of the world and all things in it, though in a crude indigelied manner, they 
not being able to form a juft idea of a Deity. They arc not obliged to theml'elves nor 
the tradition, of their anccftors for their opinion, rude as it is, but to their daily con- 
verfation with the Europeans, who from time to time have endeavoured to implant this 
notion in them. There are two reafons which confirm me in this fentiment lirlt, that 
they never make any offerings to God, nor call upon him in time of need ; but in all 
their difficulties they apply themfelves to their Fetiche (of which more hereafter), and 
pray to him for fuccels in their undertakings : the fecond is, the different opinions of 
lome of them concerning the creation ; for a great part of the Negroes believe that man 
was made by Ananfie, that is, a great fpider : the reft attribute the creation of man. to 
God, which they affert to have happened in the following manner : they tell us that 
in the beginning God created black as well as white men ; thereby not only hinting, 
but endeavouring to- prOvey that their race was as foon in the world as ours ; and to 
bellow a yet greater honour on themfelves, they tell us that God having created thefe 
two forts of men, offered two forts of gifts, and the knowledge or arts of 

reading and writing, giving the Blacks the firffc election, who chofe gold, and left the 

knowledge 
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knowledge of letters to the White*. God granted their requeft, but being incenfed at 
their avauce, refolved that the Whites fhould for ever be their matters, and they obliged 1 
to wait on them as their flaves. Others again affirm, that man at his firft creation was- 
notfhaped as at prefent ; but that thofe parts which ferve for the diftinction of fexes in 1 
men and women, were placed more in view, for the convenience of propagation : Whatr 
think you, nr, is not this a ridiculous notion ? Would it not be very obliging to the Turks- 
to fometimes gratify their beftial appetites with women in an unnatural manner not to- 
mention their Sodomy with men. ’ 

. 1 J ave found very few Negroes of this fentiment ; but having afked thofe who are* 
its affertors, when the fhape of men was altered to its prefent ftate ; they replied tha<- 
God had done it out of refpeft to modefty, when the world became fo well peopled that- 
the prefent fhape w^ Efficient to preferve the race of mankind. Others on the Gold' 
Coaft would perfuade us that the firft men came out of holes and pits, like that at pre- 
fent in a great rock on the fea, near our fort of Acra. But it is time to ftop my hand 
for if I fhould particularize all their notions concerning the creation, the moon and- 
ftars, inftead of being fhort I fhould grow infupportably tedious. I fhall onlv tell you 
that Father Kirchen would not find it very difficult to perfuade them that the planet? 
are peopled, or at leaft the moon ;• for they have already difeovered a fellow beating 
a drum in her. 5 


I promifed juft now to explain the word Fetiche, which is ufed in various fenfes. 
Fetiche or Boffum in the Negro language, derives itfelf from their falfe God, which 1 
they call Boffum. Are they inclined to make offerings to their idols, or defire to be- 
informed of fomething by them, they cry out, Let us make Fetiche ; by which- thev 
exprefs as much as “ Iet us perform our religious worfhip, and fee or hear what our 
God faith.”. In like manner, if they are injured by another, they make Fetiche- to* 
deftroy him in the following maimer : they caufe feme vi&uals and drink to-be exoreffed 
by their Feticheer or prieft, and fcatter it in feme place which their enemy is aeeuftomed'. 
to pafs ; firmly believing, that he who comes to touch this conjured fluff fhall certainly 
die foon after. Thofe who are- afraid of this-, coming to-fuchpl'acesy caufe thenffel ves- 
ta be carried over them, for it is the wonderful nature of this exoreifed trafh, that then 
it does not in the leaft affeft the perfon, nor can it at all affeffc thofe who carry him, or 
any body elfe befides him. So that though the art of poifoning is a favourite peculiar 
to the Italians, yet they have always found themfelves obliged to endanger tie innocent- 
to come at the guilty, and never yet could hit on fo diftinguifhing and difcreet a poifoiv 
as this of our Negroes ; though I rnuft confefs I like that of the Italians fo littje, that 
I had rather walk oyer all that the Negroes can- lay for me, than have any thing to* do 
with theirs. 


If they are robbed, they make ufe of much the fame means for the difcovery and con- 
dign punifhment of the thief v they are fo obftinately bigotted to- this opinion, that if 
you fhould produce a hundred inftances of its impotence, it would be impoffible to alter 
their fentiments, they having always fomething ready on which to charge its- contrary 
fuccefs. If any perfon be caught throwing this poifon, he is very feverely punifhed, 
nay, fometimes with death, though it be on the laft account of thieving,, which is here 
freely allowed. Obligatory fwearing they alfo call* making of Fetiches is any obliga- 
tion to be confirmed, their phrafe % ^ : let us as a farther confirmation make Fetiches.” 

* The Negroes believe that there is n© gold in any other countries betides their own ; and that no 
Blacks have any knowledge of the art of letters j nor have they any notianof the extent of the world but 
what they recoiled from our informations* 
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When they drink the oath-draught, it is ufually accompanied by an imprecation, that 
the Fetiche may kill them if they do not perform the contents of their obligation. Every 
perfon entering into any obligation is obliged to drink this fvvearing liquor. When any 
nation is hired to the afliltance of another, all the chief ones are obliged to drink this 
liquor, with an imprecation, that their Fetiche may punifh them with death, if they do 
not affift them with utraoft vigour to extirpate their enemy. But oaths on this occafion 
are fo frequently taken and broken, that they themfelves have no great opinion of 
them ; befides, they have found out away to abfolve themfelves from their oaths, take 
the money of thofe who have hired them to the affiftancc, and aft direftly contrary to 
their obligation; for having entered into this foletnn engagement or oath, in I he pre- 
l'ence of their prieft, they doubt not in the lealh but that it is in his power to free them 
of the obligation. This, you will be apt to fry, looks a little like the papacy ; but I will 
allure you it is in reality, as I have reprefented it. But of late years fame' Negroes 
are fo refined, that before they take their contraftory oaths, they oblige the prieft to 
fwear firft, and drink the oath-draught, with an imprecation, that the Fetiche fhould 
punifh him with death, if he ever abfolved any perfon from their oath without the 
unanimous confent of all intereftecl in that contract. Oaths taken in this manner are 
generally kept unviolated and punftually performed. If you alk what opinion the Ne- 
groes have of thofe who falfify their obligations confirmed by the oath-drink, they 
believe' the perjured perfon fhall be fwelled by that liquor till he burfts ; or if that 
doth not happen, that he fhall lhortly die of a languifhiug ficknefs : the firft punifhment 
they imagine more peculiar to women, who take this draught to acquit themfelves of 
any acculation of adultery ; and if I may be allowed to make a comparifou, this drink 
feems very like the bitter water adminiftered to the women in the Old Teftament by way 
of purgation from the charge of adultery. Thus, in the defeription of the religion of 
the Negroes, I find myfelf infenfibly fallen upon their oaths ; but fmee even that is a 
part of religious worfnip, I have lome excufe for purfuing that fubjeft yet a little 
farther. ^ If any perfon is fufpefted of thievery and the in Iftmcnt is not clearly made 
out, he is obliged to clear himfelf by drinking the oath-chwight, and to ufe the impre- 
cation, that the Fetiche may kill him if he be guilty of thievery. The fevcral ways of 
taking oaths are fo numerous, that I lhould tire you as well as myfelf with a repetition 
of them : wherefore I fhall content myfelf with adding only one efteeraed the moft 
foleinn and obligatory, which is only ufed on important occafions, and is in the follow- 
ing manner : 

Each prieft or Feticheer hath his peculiar idol, prepared and adjufted in a particular 
and, different manner, but moft of them like the following defeription: — They have a 
great wooden pipe filled with earth, oil, blood, the bones of dead men and beafts, 
feathers, hair, and, to be fhort, all forts of excrementitious and filthy trafh, which they 
do not endeavour to mould into any Chape, but lay it in a confufed heap in the pipe. 
The Negro who is to take an oath before this idol, is placed direftly oppofite to it, 
and afks the prieft the name of his idol (each having a particular one), of which being 
informed-, he calls the Fetiche by its name, and recites at large the contents of what he 
defignsto bind by ano^th, and makes it his petitionary requelt that the idol may punifh 
him with death if he fwears falfely ; then he goes round the pipe, and Hands flill and 
fwears a fecond time in the fame place and manner as before, and fo a third time like- 
wife: after which the prieft takes fome of the mentioned ingredients out of the pipe, 
with which he touches the fwearer’s head, belly and legs, and holding it above 

his head, turns it three times round ; -then he cuts off a bit of the nail of one finger in 
■each hand, of one toe of each foot, and fome of the hair of his head, which he throws 
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Into the pipe where the idol is lodged : all which done, the oath is firmly, obligatory 
But to turn to another fubjed. y S ^* 

t0 drivea bar §^ to travel, or attempt 
any think of importance, their firft bufmefs is to confult their falfe god by their nrieft 
concerning the event of their undertaking, who very feldom prophefies ill, but gene! 
rally encourages them tp hope for profperous fuccefs ; which they take on his word 
not doubting the lffue in the leaft, and obfequioufly perform all theprieft’s commands! 

hich generally oblige them to offer up fheep, hogs, fowls, dogs and cats to their 
idol; or at other times perhaps, cloaths, wine and gold; by which the prieft is fare 
to be the greateft gamer, for he fweeps all to himfelf, only prefentlng garbage and the 
excrements of the flaughtered facrifice to his god to divert himfelf withal : and thus 
befides the money given him, he makes a ihift to pay himfelf very well out of the 
offerings for his fmall trouble. 

If the prieft is inclined to oblige the querent, the queftions are put to the idol in his 
pretence, and generally m one of the two Mowing methods : — The fbft way is by a 
bundie of about twenty fmall bits of leather, in the middle of which they bid feme 
trafh of the fame nature with that they fill the mentioned pipe ; fome of thefe ingredients 
promne good fuccefs, and others threaten the contrary. This bundle the prieft flmffles 
together feveral times, and if thofe which prefage a good iflue happen to come fre- 
quently together, he affures the querent that Ms undertaking fliall end well. But it is 
here to be obferved that the dexterous prieft can, by flight, make which he pleafes of 
the leathers come together ; and that if he ever gives them an unlucky or difcouragW 
anlwer, it is only to extort more offerings from them, on pretence of appealing the 
mcenfed god, but in reality to redouble his own perquifites. 

The fecond way of confuting their idols, is by a fort of wild-nuts; which they 
pretend to take up by guefs and let fall again: after which they tell them, and form 
their predictions from the numbers falling even or odd. In fliort, the priefts who 
are generally fly and crafty, encouraged by the ftupid credulity of the people, hare 
all the opportunity m the world to impofe the groffeft abfurdities and fleece their purfes * 
as they indeed do effeaually. For if the event confutes their prefage, they never 
want an excufe; the facred rites were not carefully performed, this or that part of it 
was flubbered over or omitted, the God is therefore enraged, and it is for that reafon 
the affair hath fucceeded fo crofsly. This is glibly fwallowed. The prieft is never ac- 
cufed of falfehoo'd ; if the whole land be ruined, his reputation remains fecure and 
untouched: but if by chance his auguries come to pafs, there is not in the world a 
wifer or holier man, and he is fure not to want his reward. - 

Public general religious exercifes of a whole nation or town are cuftomary on 
account of unfeafonabienefs or unfruitful weather in. floods, or a great drought: when 
the chief of the town or nation affemble and advife with the prieft what courfe is molt 
proper to remove the prefent public calamity ; and what they order is immediately 
ridieuloufly commanded or forbidden through the land by a public crier ; and who- 
ever dares pi efurne to a<5t contrary to this order, is lure to -incur a large pecuniary 
penalty. When their fifherv is at low ebb, they make offerings to thefe : but this 
generally happens about Auguft or September, when experience tells t Vm that a vaft 
quantity of fifh is commonly taken, and yet this is always believed an effed of the 
offering. ■ 

Almoft every village hath a fmall appropriated grove, where the governors and chief 
people frequently repair to make their offerings ; either for the public good, or for 
themfelves, Thefe groves are efteemed facred, no perfoa prefumiiigto defile them, 
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pluck, cut, or break off any branches of trees ; who, beiides the accuftomed punifh. 
ment, is not willing to lay hi mi'elf under an univerfal maiedidtion. 

Each particular perlbn hath bis peculiar falfe god, which he or (he worlhips after 
their manner, on that day of the week on which he was born. This they call their 
.Boffum, or in their Portuguefe San&e-Day, on which they drink no palm-wine before 
llm-fet ; they are habited' all in white, and as a figu of purity fmeared with white 
earth. Molt of the Negroes, elpecially the principal, have befides this another weekly 
.day fanctifted to their he tidies. On thefe days they kill a cock, and fometimes, if 
.they are rich, a Iheep, which they offer up to their God in words alone; for' they 
.immediately fall upon it and tear it to pieces with their fingers; taking it for granted, 
that it is fulEcient to fay it was killed for him : and as he hath none of it, fo the owner, 
when a iheep is killed, on this account, hath the leak lhare of it ; for his friends and 
acquaintance fall like a dog upon, a lick cow, each as greedly as narrowly watching 
his opportunity of feizing a piece, which goes immediately to the fire, foul or clean it 
is no great matter, they are not very nice : the guts they cut into fmall pieces, add 
lqueezing out the excrement with their fingers, they boil it together wit h the lungs, 
liver, and hearts, with a little fait and Malaget, or Guinea-pepper, without walking 
it from the blood. This they call Eyntjeba, and it is efteemed the greatef; delicacy 
.that can be clreffed up. 

If it was pollible to convert the Negroes to the Chriftian religion, the Roman 
Catholics would fucceed better than we Ihould, becaufe they already agree in feveral 
•particulars, elpecially in their ridiculous ceremonies; for do the Romanills abftain one 
pr two days weekly from llelh ; thefe have alfo their days when they forbear wine; 
■which, confidering they are very great lovers of it, is fomewhat levere. The 
Romanics have their allotted times for eating peculiar forts of food, or perhaps wholly 
abllaining from it, in which the Negroes out-do them ; for each perfon here is for- 
bidden the eating of one fort of llelh or other ; one eats no mutton, another no goat’s- 
fly Hi, beef, fwines -llelh, wild-fowl, cocks with white feathers, &c. This rellraint is 
not laid upon them for a limited time, but for their whole lives : and if the Romanifts 
brag of the antiquities of their ccclefiaftical commands ; fo if you alk die Negroes why 
they do this, they will readily tell you, becaufe their anceftors did lb from the begin- 
ning of the world, and it hath been handed down from one age to another by tradition. 
The fon never eats what the father is reftrained from, as the daughter herein follows 
the mother’s example ; and this rule is fo kri&ly oblerved amonglt them, that it is im- 
poffiblc to perfuade them to the contrary. 

I have already informed you of the fignification of the word Fetiche, that it is chiefly 
ufed in a religious fenfe, or at leak is derived from thence : before I proceed to inform 
you how they reprefent their gods, I lhall only hint that all things made in honour of 
their falfe gods, never fo mean, are called Fetiche : and hence alfo the artificial gold 
mentioned in my fixth letter derives its name. 

How their gods are reprefented to them, or what idea they form of them, I never 
■yet could learn, becaufe, indeed, they do not know themfelves : what we are able to 
obferve is, ,tftat they have a great number of falfe gods ; that each man, or at leak 
each houfe-keeper, hath one ; which they are perfuaded narrowly infpedts their courfe 
of life, rewards gqod, and punilhes wicked men ; but their rewards confifl in the 
multiplicity of wives and flaves, and their punilhments in the want of them ; though 
the mob terrible punilhment they can imagine is death, of which they are terribly 
qfraid : and, indeed, it is this which inflames their zeal in religious affairs, and occa- 
sions; their abftinence from forbidden meats and drinks, fearing they fhould die if they 

7 but 



bosmak’s guinea. 


401 


"but onfce tailed it. Murther, adultery, thievery, and all other filch like crimes, are 
here accounted no fins, becaufe they can expiate them with money ; which they cannot 
do in any other mifdeeds, which ffill remain, charged to their account. Mr. Frederic 
Cojet, defcribing the opinions of the inhabitants of Formofa, relates the fame concern-' 
lag them. , 

Thar notions of a future date are different ; mod of them believe that immediately 
after the death of any perfon he goes to another world, where he lives in the fame 
character as here, and makes ufe of ail the offerings of his friends and relations made 
here after his death : but they have no idea of future rewards or punifhments, for the 
good or ill actions of their pad life ; except fome of them, who take it for granted, 
that the deceafed are immediately conveyed to a famous river, fituate in the in-land 
country, called Bofmanque : (fuppofing this to be taken in a fpirituai fenfe, becaufe it 
vifibly appears that the body is left with them). It is here their god inquires what, 
fort of life they have^ved : have they religioufiy obferved the holy-days, dedicated to 
their god, abflained from all forbidden meats, and inviolably kept their oaths ; they 
are gently wafted over the river, to a land abounding in all kinds of happinefs, not 
unlike Mahomet’s Paradife : but if, on the contrary, the departed hath finned againfi: 
any of the mentioned rules, his god plunges him into the river, .where he is drowned 
and buried in eternal oblivion. 

Others are perfuaded, that, after death, they aretranfported to the land of the Blacks 
or Whites, and changed into white men : this is fomewhat like the metempfychofis of 
Pythagoras, and ferves to hint how much more honourable they account the white 
men beyond themfelves. 

The in-land Negroes inform thofe Blacks who live axnongft us, that a great Feticheer 
or prieft lives in a very fine houfe far in-lahd ; of which they relate nothing but 
miracles : they affirm, that the winds and weather are at his command, and that he 
can change them at pleafure ; that though his houfe is without any roof, yet it is 
always fheltered from rain ; that he not only knows all things paft, but can as accu- 
rately foretel all future events as if they were prefent before his eyes, and cures all 
forts of diftempers : in fhort, he knows fo much, and does fuch wonderful things, 
that Father Marcus Avianus would be obliged to ftand bare, and was indeed nothing 
compared with him. His countrymen affert, that all thofe near his abode muft 
appear before and be examined by him ; upon whichj if they are found to have led a 
good life, he fends them away in peace to a happy place : but if on the contrary, he 
kills them a fecond time with a club made on purpofe for that ufe, and placed before 
his dwelling-place, that it may always be ready at hand. From hence you ^ may eafily 
infer, whether this Negro is not incredibly reverenced and efteemed by ^ his country- 
men ; and, indeed, they look upon him as a fort of demi-god : fo fitly hath this 
arch-cheat infinuated this great opinion of himfelf into the minds of his neighbours, 
that (this heing no old ftory, he at prefent living) they every day relate frefh miracles 

By this you may fee, that the conjurors and miracle-mongers are no ftrange things 
amongft the Negroes ; they firmly believe in them, but in a different manner from our 
European ridiculous opmionifts ; who are perfuaded no conjuror can do any feats with- 
out the help of the devil t for, on the contrary, the Negroes do not doubt but that 
it is a gift of God, and though it is in reality a dcwn-nght cheat, yet they, ignorant 
of the fraud, fwallow it as a miracle, and above human power ; but that the devil 
may not in the leaft participate of the honour, they afcobe it all to God', and, tor my 
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part, if there were any men endowed with fuch fupernatural qualities, .1 lliould cer- 
tainly agree with the Negroes in aferibing it to God, and not to the devil. 

Since we are got on this fobjedt, I mull not forget to inform you that the Negroes 
believe that there is a devil, and that he frequently docs them a great deal of mifehief : 
but what authors write, that they pray and make offerings to him, is utterly falfe. If 
I miftake not,. I have read in Oliver Dapper, that the Negroes never cat or drink, 
without throwing fome portion of it to the earth for the devil ; but this is a great 
ntilhike ; it is true, indeed, that before they eat or drink, they are accuftomed to throw 
away feme, but this is not for the devil, they won’t oblige him fo far ; it is for their falfe 
god, or fometimes for their dcceafed friend. 

The .devil is annually banifhed all tlicir towns with abundance of ceremony, at an 
appointed time fet apart for that, end. 1 have twice feen it at Axim, where they make 
the greateft dir about it. This procdliori .is preceded by afoalt of eight days, accom- 
panied with all manner of ringing, (kipping, dapeing, mirth, spid jollity : in which 
time a 'perfed lampooning liberty, is allowed, and fcandal lb highly exalted, that they 
may freely ring of all the faults, villanies, and frauds of their fuperiors as well as in- 
feriors, without punilhment, or fo much as the lead interruption ; and the only way 
to dop their mouths is to ply them luitily with drink, which alters their tone imme- 
diately, and turns their fatirical ballads into commendatory longs on the good qualities 
o&fcim who liath fo nobly treated them. 

On the eighth day, in the morning, they hunt out the devil with a di final cry, all 
running one after another, throwing of excrements, {hones, wood, or any thing they can 
come at, as thick as hail, at Satan’s pofteriors. W hen they have driven him lar enough 
out of town, they all return ; and thus conclude their eight days divine or rather 
diabolical fcrvice. From hence we may obferve, that they believe there arc more 
devils than one, bccaufe lie is driven out of above 011c hundred towns at the fame 
time. And to make fore that he doth not return to their houfos, the women uqilh and 
fcour all their wooden and earthen vcilels very neat, to free them from all uncloannels 
and the devil. 

The Negroes of Ante alfo drive out the devil in the fame manner : but thefe poor 
wretches are tormented with a worfe devil, though they call him a god. This is a 
giant, one ride of his body being found, /he other rotten, which if any perfon do but 
touch he dies immediately (which I believe without the lead temple). This over- 
grown devil, or god (for the difference is not very great), they endeavour to appeafe 
with eatables ; to which purpofc thoufands of pots or troughs of vi&uak are continually ( 
found Handing throughout the whole Antcifc country ; fo that he mult have a worfe 
than canine appetite if lie hath not his belly full. 

They ftedfoftly believe the apparition of fpirits and ghofts, and that , they frequently 
diiturb and terrify fome people : fo that when any, but more efpecially any conlider- 
able perfon dies, they perplex one another with horrid fears, proceeding from an 
opinion that he appears ror’fevcrai nights lucceflively near his late dwelling. 

They have no other folemn times or fdlivals, bolides that when their harvelt is cora- 
pleatcd,. which we call their Fair, and that of banilhing the devil. 

Excepting wiiat the Negroes have learned of the Europeans,' they have no notion’ 
of the diviiions of the year into months and weeks ; but reckon their time by the 
Aiming of the moon ; whence they likewife colled when it is proper to fow : but that 
they have long been acquainted with the divifion of months into weeks and days, feems 
very probable to me, by reafon each day of the week has its proper name in their lan- 
guage. Their fobbath foils on our Tuefday, but in Ante, lftfe that of the Maho- 
’ ' : ' metans, 
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metans, on Friday ; and differs from other days no otherwife, than that no perfon is 
then permitted to fifh : but all other works are allowed without the leaft interruption 
as freely as on other days. r 

The in-land Negroes divide time in a very ftrange manner, into lucky and unluckv : 
in fome countries the great fortunate time lafts nineteen, and the leffer (which is diffe- 
rent from the other) feven days ; and betwixt thefe are feven ill or unfortunate days, 
which is a fort of vacation to them, for then they do not travel, till their land, or un- 
dertake any thing of xonfequence, but remain altogether idle. The inhabitants of 
Aquamboe are more bigotted in this particular than any of the reft : for befides that 
they will not refolve concerning any affairs on thefe days, they will not willingly accept 
any prefents made them, but fend them back again, or at leaft caufe them to be kept 
in a certain place apart until the lucky days come. . , 

Who firft fettled this diftindtion of good and bad days, I cannot determine ; nor do 
I believe any perfon can : all that I can conjecture of the reafon of them is, that, perhaps, 
fome leading man amongft them might have been fortunate on the one, and unfortunate 
on the other ; upon an obfervation of which he might refolve to form it into a rule, to 
which he would adjuft the remainder of his life, and that others confequently following 
his example, it grew firft into a cuftom, and afterwards into a law. 

The inhabitants of one country differ very much from thofe of another in this par- 
ticular : this nation accounting their happy days at one time, and that fiving them at > 
another ; whilft the Coaft Negroes do not trouble themfelves therewith in the leaft, but 
believe all times alike. 

On the Gold Coaft the natives are not in the leaft acquainted with image-worfhip, but 
at Arbra there are thoufands of idols. 

Believing I have fuffidently enlarged on the religion of the Guineans, I ffalT take 
leave of that fubjedt ; and to fill up a ftaall vacancy m this letter, juft hint fomething of 
their ftrange fuperftition, nothing uncommon ever happening which is not attributed 
to fome miracle or another : of which I could tire you and myfelf with inftances, that 
happened fince I have been here ; but to avoid that, I fhall content myfelf with one . 
inftahee of a thoufand. 

In November 1698, the King of Commany, formerly our utter enemy, was 
killed at Cabocors by the Englifh ; a few days after which our chief faffor at Elmjna 
happened to die, to the great grief of the Negroes, who all unanimoufly agreed, that 
the before-mentioned King of Commany had called him to the Elifian fields; and 
•that fince he had no opportunity when alive to fend any of our chief men thither, he 
had taken this opportunity after his death of obliging one to follow him, out of. re- 
venge, and that we might have the lefs' reafon to triumph, on occafion of his death. 
Thus far and farther extends their horrid fuperftition ; but we fhall leave them and 
it as impoffible to be feparated, and conclude this with my hearty refped to yourfelf 
and lady, &c. 
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LETTER XI. — Of the Government of the Negroes, which by reafon of the fmall Power 
vejicd in the Caboccrocs is very loofely and irregularly managed . — The Difference be- 
tween. mnarchkal and republican Government — Whitt fort of Government that of Axim 
is; how their Courts of Juf ice arc held , and how Jiff ice is dijlributed ; what Credit 

is to be given to Evidences. — The cxtcnfivc Authority of our Fador at Axim. Pu- 

nijhwents of Murthcr and Thievery. — lief pc ft of Perfons thought no Ini iff ice, and 
wherefore. — Stealing of Men and Cattle fevercly punijhcd. — The Office of Judge re- 
dounds very much to the Advantage of our Faftor at Axim, as appears by a farther 
Explanation . — The unjujl Way of recovering Debts , which is two or threefold ; Wars 
arife from hence ; the Reafons which fometimes engage them in a War , which is very 
cheap ; The military Force of the Negroes living on the Coaff near the Sea is wry me on . 
Jtderable : their Cowardice in Battle ; their Manner of fghting ; of their plundering ; 
the Authority of their Prieffs in War ; their ufual Arms ; Power and Prerogative of 
their Kings; they live in no great State, nor are in the leaf reverenced ; their Reve- 
nue ; the Poverty of fame of them ; Education of their Children very mean.— The Office 
of a King or chief Perfon . 

Sir, 

YOUR obliging letter, dated the 4th of October, was very welcome, and fo fpcedily 
brought to me by the fhip the Mying 1) rattan; .{hat from hence only flic might very 
well deferve that name; though I could wiljh on other occafions flic were not found 
fo fwift ; for when our Company’s fhips are juft at her Beck, inflead of the two wings 
the painter has bellowed on her, ihe feems rather to have four by her expedition, Ine 
being no fooner difeovered but fhe gets out of fight ; well, however, if we cannot catch 
her, may God grant her a fafe pnilhge rather than flie fall into the enemy's hands. 

It is with a great deal of fathlaclion I am informed that you have received and are 
fo well pleafed with my letters, treating of this Coafi, and that you like that part de- 
fcribing the Comraanian wars fo well as to thank me for' my tr ouble, and earneftly defire 
that I will impart what is yet wanting to complete the defign, to excite me to which 
you all along praife my endeavours. This is what indeed might prevail upon a perfon 
of a humour different from mine ; but I am. too confcious of mv own imperfections to 
be ignorant how lar the complimental commendations your civility bellows, belong to 
*ne, and am not in the leaft moved by them ; but if you would urge me to proceed, 

S ou ought to ufe no other arguments than that it is your defire, and' the obligations I 
ave to you are the molt prevalent which can be offered. This I am writing, as a proof 
of my zealous inclinations to ferve you, fince I am not in hafte likely to obtain another 
opportunity, is like to take in as much matter as would fill one and a half or two 
letters. 

\ Our prefent fubjefls are, the government, adminiftration of government, and wars 
of the Negroes; each of which I fhall but imperfe&ly touch upon, becaufe the two 
partner will naturally M in on feme future occafions, and the laft you have already 
•had a fpecimen of in the relation of Commany ; and to conclude this letter, 1 defign to 
mow you the Guinea Kings in their brighteft luftre and glory. 

The government of the Negroes is very licentious and irregular, which only proceeds 
front the fmall authority of their chief men or Caboceroes, and frequent wars are 1 
occafioned by their reams government and abfvwd cuftom?.. 
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The difference betwixt the adminiftration of the government of monarchies hSdt com- 
mon weat sis ere very great. Of the former, the power and jurifdiQion being* veftSd 
m a lmgle perfon, 1 fhall not fay much at prefent ; but {hall only fpeak of the republics : 
amongft which that of Axim and Ante feeming the moft like regular, I fhall reprefent 
them as mftances of the reft ; though indeed the beft of their governments and methods 
ot adminiftration of juftice are fo confided and perplexed, that they are hardly to be 

comprehended, much lefs, then, are they to be expreffed with any manner of connexion 
on paper. 

l.he government of Axim confifts of two parts*, the firft whereof is the body of 
Caboceros, or chief men ; the other the Manceros or young men* All civil or pub- 
lic affairs which commonly occur are under their adminiftration y but what concerns 
the whole land, and are properly national affairs, as making of peace and war, the 
railing tributary impofitions to be paid to foreign nations (which feldom happens), that 
falls under the cognifance of both parts or .members of the government : and on thefe 
occasions the Manceros often manage with a fuperior hand, efpecially if the Caboceros 
are not very rich in gold and Haves, and confequently able by their affiftance to brine 
over the other to their fide. 


Their diftribution of juftice is in the following maimer r— If one of the Negroes 
hath any pretenfion upon another, he doth not go empty-handed,' but loaded with 
prefents of gold and brandy (the latter of which is here of a magnetic virtue), and 
applies himfelf .to the Caboceros ; after the delivery of which he ftates his cafe to them, 
deliring they will dilpatch his caufe with the firft opportunity, and oblige his adverfary 
tcran ample latisfa&ion. If they are refolved to favour him highly, a full council is 
called immediately, or at fertheft within two or three days, according as it is moft con- 
venient ; and after having maturely confulted, judgment is given in his favour, and 
that frequently as directly oppofite to juftice as to any other reafon than the received 
bribe. 

But on the contrary, inftead of favouring, are they incenfed againft the plaintiff, or 
have they received a larger bribe from his. adverfary, the jufteft caufe in the world can- 
not prated him from judgment againft him ; or if right appear too plainly on his fide, 
to avoid an enduing fcandal, they will delay and keep off a trial, obliging the injured 
perfon, after tedious and vain felicitations, to wait in hopes of finding jufter judges 
hereafter, which perhaps does not happen in the courfe of his life, and fb of confe- 
quence the fuit devolves upon his heirs as an inheritance ; who, whenever an opportunity 
offers, though thirty years after, know very well how to make ufe of it; as I myfelf 
have feveral times had fuch caufes come before me, that one would be apt to think ft 
were impoflible they fhould remember fb long, conlidering they want the afliftanrp 0 f 
reading and writing. 

It fometimes fells out that the plaintiff, or perhaps the defendant, finding the caufe 
given againft him contrary to reafon, is too impatient to waft to have juftice done him, 
but makes ufe of the firft favourable one of feizrng fuch a quantity or gold or goods as 
is likely to repair his damage, not only from his adverfary or debtor, but the firft which 
falls in his way, if at leaft hie does but live in the feme city or village ; and what he 
poffeffed himfelf of, he will not re-deliver till he receive plenary fadsfeftion, and is at 
peace with his adverfary, oris obliged to it by force. If he be ftrong enough to defend 
•himfelf and las capture, he is hire to keep it, and thereby engage a third perfon in the . 
fuit on account of the feizure of his effe&s for fccurity, who hath his remedy on the 
perfon on whofe account he hath fuffered this damage ; fo that hence proceed frequent ' 
murders, and fometimes wars are thereby occafioned, but of this more hereafter* 
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But if the fentence of the Caboceros be juft* or the caufe come to our fort to be 
decided in prei'ence of our fa&or, the difpute is amicably concluded by adjuging it 
agaiuft him who the evidence prove is in the wrong, and it is found has not a iuilicient 
plea to offer in his defence to clear himfelf of it : but if on the other ikle he can clear 
himfclf by witneflfes, lie is dilcharged ; and if neither of the parlies have any evidence, 
the accufed clearing himfelf upon oath is difeharged ; which, if he cannot do, lie is 
liable to have judgment palled againft him to pay what is charged on him, provided' 
■that the plaintiff has given in his charge upon oath, which he is always obliged to do; 

The oath of purgation is preferred before the oath of accufation j lor if the plaintiff 
prove his complaint by two, or but one witnefs, the defendant is not allowed to fwear. 

This frequently occafions fome very ill accidents, perjury being no now thing among 
the Negroes ; and he that is injured this way, is fore to watch all opportunities of re- 
venge. But this injuftice very feldom or never occurs any where but at diltant and 
far in-land places, where our faftors can take no cognizance of it: but all foils ariling 
amongft or near our forts, are determined by the lenience of the filler anil the Ca- 
boccros, and fo remain decided for ever, their judgment being ftridly obligatory, and 
admitting of no appeal but to the dirc&or-geueral, in cafe the fafctor and Caboceros 
have been niifmformcd in the caufe, which icarcely ever happens ; fo the Negroes pay 
the fine they are condemned in with the utmoft willingmil's. What tliell* lines are, and 
how proportioned to crimes, I fha.ll immediately inform you. 

Thus you lee, when a law-fuit is begun, we can end it without the affiftance of 
attornics or counfellors, in a much Ihorter time, and perhaps with as much julticc, as 
where thofc gentlemen are moft employed ; though 1 mult own that the caufes here 
are feldom fo difficult and puzzling as to require the advice or affiftance of council ; for 
the caul'es, plantiffs, defendants, and judges, arc equally Ample, and upon a level j fo 
I leave to your judgment whether this is to be commended or blamed. 

As to the ufual penalties : firft, murder is punilhed two foveral ways ; one is by the 
death of the murderers, and the other by a pecuniary mulct, which again is of two 
forts, with refpedt to the free, and thole who are not fo ; that is, the free-born and 
the flaves. 

It is very feldom that any perfon is here executed for murder, if he either hath any 
effe&s himfclf, or hath any rich friends to pay the appointed fine. 

If anybody kill a free-born Negro of Axim, and the murder is to be remitted by a 
fine, the old ufual fum of five hundred crowns is demanded of him, though the whole 
demand is feldom paid, the murderers generally getting fome abatement, according as 
the relations of the murdered perfon ftand affedted, for it is at their choice to be corn- 
rented with as little as they plcafe, and them only he is obliged to agree with ; quite 
contrary to what a certain writer affirms, viz. that the fines accrue to the King, which 
is fo falfe, that he has no pretence to the leaft lhare, unlefs he hath been alfiftant in 
the getting of them, when, indeed, he is paid for his trouble only. 

The mentioned five hundred crowns is to be underftood of a common free Negro, 
but on account of a confiderable perfon I have known the fine augmented to ten times 
that fam; which, indeed, Ihould not foffice, there being too many that would willingly 
give five hundred crowns to remove a chief man out of the way ; wherefore the fine, 
in. this cafe, is left to the diferetion of the judges. 

The murder of a Have is ufually fined fix-and-thirty crowns, but it is in this cafe as 
in the ' firltj ’if " the murderer ftand hard he obtains an abatement of the injured perfon, 
who 1 feldom gets above a chain or firing of gold of above thirty-two crowns. 

' " ■ S 
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But if a murderer cannot pay his fine, he is obliged to give blood for blood, and is 
accordingly executed in a miferable and cruel manner ; for they do in a fort kill him a 
thoufand times, by cutting, hacking, pricking, or running him through the body, and 
fhooting him, or whatever elfe they can invent to torture him, unlefs our faffcor fends 
for him out of their hands, and orders his crime to be punifhed by finking, off his 
guilty head. Next to murder, thievery and adultery is mofl feverely punifhed, but at 
prefent we fhall only touch on the former, referving the latter for another place. 

Robbery is commonly punifhed by the reftoration of the ftolen goods, and paying a 
fine ; in the adjudging of which, particular regard is had to the value of the ftolen 
goods, the place where and by whom the fad is committed : for example, one is fined 
twenty crowns, befides what he hath ftolen, and another for robbery, every way equal, 
fhall be fined one hundred or more, and that without the leaft injuftice, I mean, ac- 
cording to their ancient municipal cuftoms, of which a factor, who fits in judgment, 
ought not to be ignorant, left, according to his own opinion only, he pronounces an 
improper fentence. Refped of perfons in the adminiftration of juftice, is not here 
looked upon as the leaft injuftice, though the belt effect of this is,,that the rich are 
commonly more feverely handled than the poor, which they think reasonable on two 
accounts : firft, the rich were not urged to it by neceffity ; and, fecondly, they can 
better fpare the money ; for nobody is here fined above his ability, unlefs, by an accu- 
mulation of crimes, he hath given occafion thereto, and then he is fent into flavery. 
This is the true reafon why a difcreet Negro, though he is rich, will always pretend 
poverty, left he or fome of his relations, falling into the hands of the judges, fhould 
be too hardly ufed on that account. 

The ftealing of men is punifhed with rigid feverity, and fometimes with death itfelf ; 
and they are equally fevere againft the dealers of cattle, as hogs, fheep, &c. And ' 
herein they agree with our opinion, for the dumb beaft cannot defend itfelf, nor call 
any to its affiftance. They will rather put a man to death for ftealing a fheep, than 
killing a man, more efpecially in thofe places where they are free from any fubjedtion 
to the Europeans, who generally punifh it by a pecuniary mulct only ; whether it be 
that they are not fond of blood, or that they love the profit which accrues to them 
thereby, that I leave to you to determine, fince I have before informed you that the 
• Negroes under our government had rather it fhould be atoned by a fine, but not ex- 
torted by avarice inftead of juftice. And, according to this rule, I fquared my conduct 
in my judge’s office, of which I fhall hereafter give you an inftance. 

All fines which occur at Axim are paid into the faftor’s hands, who diftributes them 
to the injured perfons, firft deducing his fee, which not many years paft was very con- 
fiderable, but not long fince was diminifhed by a certain gentleman, and the factor 
ftrialy ordered not to demand Inore than eight crowns for the decifion of the moft 
important fuit which fhould come before him ; and not only that, but if offered, he 
was commanded to refufe it ; an order really too fevere, to' hinder another’s doing 
good, aftd ' not permit him to receive and ufe his juft perquifites at pleafure. This 
gentleman pretended thereby to fhew his tendernefs to the Blacks, but myfelf and • 
feveral others were of another opinion : its true fource was pure envy, which would 
not fuffer- him to let any of the officers of the Company, his fellow-fervants, to get 
any thing, nor indeed any but himfelf, of which 'his continual management with the 
Blacks was but too convincing a proof : for if hie himfelf deddefd any caufe for them, 
or fined them for Any crime, he was not content to be paid eight cro,wns only, -but,' 
on the other hand, fometimes enhanced the price -to fome hundreds ; and I believe tfce- 
Axim factors, finding this law fo exorbitantly broken by its maker, have not the leaft 
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regard to it : nor are they in the wrong, for it dtre&ly chillies with -the old municipal 
cuftoms of the -country ; and for my part, if it had been made before my coming into 
that office, I ihould not have taken much notice of it ; but by ailing conlonant to their 
ancient ufages, have gained the affeftion of the Blacks more than by following any 
innovation; and this very law-giver, on the contrary, by unjufl: management and his 
exorbitant avarice, was only expofed to their implacable hatred and inveterate curfes. 
But enough on this head : I {hall next (hew what are tlxe peiquifitcs which accrue to 
the fadtor at Axim, by the exercife of las judicial office. 

For inftaittce, if a Negro be fined one hundred crowns for a crime, the factor’s fliare 
is two-thirds, and the ufferably of Caboceros have the remaining third. But on ac- 
count of murder, robbery, or the forcing the payment of debts, three-fourths of the 
whole are die complainant's, and the remainder belonging to the fadtor and the Cabo- 
ceros, is divided according to the mentioned proportion of one-third to the Caboceros, 
and two-thirds to the fa&or, which, render it much more advantageous for the fadtor to 
be judge here than in our own country, fuppofingour European judges to a£t honeflly ; 
what they get by unlawful means, as I am ignorant, I do not defxre to be better 
informed. Thefe judicial fees are, or at leaf! before this order were, paid very freely, 
without the leaf! fcruplo by the Negroes ; even thofe for whom the fadtor had got in 
a debt, were very well contented to pay one-fourth part of the whole receipt, and this 
was as firmly fettled as the price of bread at Amfterdam. 

I (hall, according to my promife, by way of digreflion, infert a relation of a caufe 
depending when l was fadtor at Axini. In the country of Ancober, which hath 
long been fubjedt to Axini, lived two Caboceros, both confiderable men, who for 
fevefal years had been engaged in a difpute, each pretending that the other was born 
his flave, and by inheritance he had an inviolable right over him ; this was a very per- 
plexed caufe, each of them feemed to back his pretence with reafon, and a proof de- 
duced from many years paft ; infomuch, that the Caboceros of Ancober found them- 
felves puzzled how to decide it ; and both parties being agreed to plead the caufe before 
me, and expedt my determination; not that they thought me wifor than their country- 
men and honourable council, but only that it might be ended by my power; accordingly 
it came before my judgment-feat, and though I patiently fpent one whole day in hear- 
ing the caufe, yet I allure you, .at the end, I was juft as wife as at the beginning, each 
of them confirming his pretenlion by .fo many witnefies, and feeming to have fo much 
right of his fide, that I could not tell whom to give it for. But, however, to put an 
end to this litigious fuit, I ajQked them if they were both contented to fubmit to nvy dc- 
dfion ; . ,to -which he freely nonfenting, I fpoke to them in reconciling terms, alluring 
them that all which they pretended, op each fide, feemed reafonable ; wherefore it was 
innpoflible to decide winch of them was in the right, the proper witnefies of this caufe 
being all long .fince dead, and that all the evidence they had brought was not valid, it 
being .only by hear-foy, and the merits of the caufe confequently forgotten : having 
:thus prepared them as cautioefly as I could, and obferved that they both feemed to 
agree to it, I made difficulties of deciding the' difpute, by telling them that before they 
went put of my fact it m s my requeffi they fhould be perfedtly reconciled, and own 
each .other for freemen ; and that he who ihould ey.er pretend that the other was his 
HavPj iffiovdd be liable to a feverc fine. 

They ,ho$t feemed -very well latisfied with this determination, embracing each other, 
and vowing ..an eternal friendihip : and the more efleftually to convince me of their 
fatisfadtion, they each <of them made me a very good prefent for putting an end to 
their quarrel.; ..and, indeed, I really believed all was forgotten and forgiven. Bat two 
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or three months afterwards one of them hired two ruffians to murther the other in his 
own houfe, which they did by fhooting him through the head : at which I being very 
much incenfed, confidering it as a thing of dangerous confequence by no means to be 
fuffered in a well-governed commonwealth, as we fay, but to be exemplarily punifhed 
in order- to deter others from fuch practices, fent fome of my principal officers to An- 
cober with orders to have the murtherers delivered over to me, that I might bring them 
to condign punifhment : but they boldly anfwered them, that they were not fubjeCfc to 
their mailer, and that he might exercife his authority where he had jurifdiction. This 
angered me yet worfe, for by this not only myfelf but the authority of the Company 
was affronted and diminiihed ; to keep up which nothing ought to be neglected. Upon 
which I foon refolved to go to that country, accompanied with fome of our people, 
and being gotten about three miles from our fort, I found about five hundred armed 
Negroes, imagining, I fuppofe, the fight of them would terrify me : but on the con- 
trary, as foon as the mutual falutations were paffed, I afked them why they denied and 
affronted the authority of the Company, and did not confider what mifchief it would 
pull down on their heads : to which they anfwered, that they were belied, for they 
never pretended to forfeit the protection of the Hollanders, or withdraw their obedience, 
fince the former was fo advantageous to their country. Having thus far received fa- 
tisfaCtion, I demanded the murtherers to be delivered to me in order to their punifh- 
ment ; but this they pofitively denied, but told me, perhaps they would punifh them 
themfelves. Upon this I took my leave of them and was going away, but threatened 
them withal, that from this time forward I fhould believe they all had a hand in the 
murther, and that I would certainly fecure all of their countrymen I could get into my 
power, and punifh them as murtherers : this had fuch a good effect, that they imme- 
diately confulted together, and fent fome of their people to defire me to give them a 
little time to confider of my demand, upon which they would bring me an anfwer. I 
ftaid.:: about a quarter of an hour; after which they brought me the malefactors 
fettered, only defired me that I would not be too hafly in punifhing them, but only 
flay till they were all prefent, which I promifed them ; and returned with the criminals, 
very well fatisfied with my expedition. 

Scarce three days after, all the chief men of Ancober came and fhewed themfelves 
before my fort, requefting that I would acquaint them how I intended to punifh the 
murtherers ; they were anfwered, by beheading them. And to flrike a great terror, I 
caufed the executioner with his inftruments to appear. Upon which they fet up a 
difrnaf lamentation, and begged that I would, in compliance with the cuflom of their 
country, fuffer the crime to be atoned with money : though I defired nothing more, 
yet I flood off as though I was not to be perfuaded to that until the relations of the 
murthered perfons, who were already appeafed, came and defired me, and what was 
mofl perfuafive, offered me the whole fine : this was what I aimed at ; but, however, 
to fhew myfelf as generous as they, I was fatisfied with half the fum, and fo we were 
both very well contented, and the criminals, who were the children of confiderable 
people, were fet at liberty. This I have related at large, to fhew you how we manage 
curfelves here to keep up our authority and refpeCt ; which is fo confiderable, that 
no Negro is permitted, without leave of the fa&or, to decide any caufe, upon forfeiture 
of all that is thereby gained. In my time a Negro came to defire me to get him a 
debt, which I promifed, and performed accordingly; but the debtor, who was no 
very good friend of his, informed me that this debt was contra&ed by lying with the 
other’s wife, and appointed to be paid by the Caboceros. The plaintiff coining for his 
money, l afked him if be did not know that it was all forfeit, he having ended the 
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affair without my knowledge ; he frankly confdled that it was, and begged I would' 
give him hut one fourth part of it; but finding him fo moderate, I gave him half;, 
lor which lie very fubmillively thanked me, and went away very joyful, 

This is intended to prevent the Negroes having any opportunity of forming any de- 
figns in oppofition to us, or to our difadvantage. 

But to return to where 1 left oil": at levoral places on the Coaft, debts are recovered 
in a very unjull and villainous manner, ofpeeially in tliol'e places where we have 
little or no power, or in ibtne of the kingdoms. A ralcally creditor in thole places, 
mlbcad of a iking his money of his debtor, and liunmoning liim before the judges iu 
cafe of refulal, Seizes the firft thing lie can meet with, though of fix times the value, 
of his debt, without any regard who is the proprietor, who, when he comes to afk for 
it:, is told that he mult go to fudi a porfon, who is his debtor, and mull pay him for it •; 
and this nobody can hinder, fo he goes immediately to alk the other for money for, his 

f oods. This is very extravagant juilioe, the lirlt creditor lias fix times the valme of 
is debt, and if the fecond is as unrealbnable as tin: lirlt, and affirms that ho wlould 
not part with his goods for a Ids price, the creditor is obliged to give him full fatif- 
faftion, in imitation of an old Roman law; by which, if any perfon was injured in 
his honour and reputation, the injuror was obliged to pay fuch a fum as the injuired , 
lhould lwearhe would not fuller the damages for lefs, if left to his choice. It is trite, 
indeed, this courfe is generally taken in cafe of ftnall debts : but, however, the poor 
>> wretch that Is the debtor, is fometimes obliged to pay a fiiilling for a debt of one penny 
in proportion. This is not. to be oppofod, for the creditor is more potent than lie, and 
is upheld in it, perhaps by the King, or the great ones : this happens daily ; and 
fevcral men are thereby enriched upon a poor citato ; and this here bears the name 
of jultice; but in my opinion it is abominably diltorted. Some Negroes have yet 
another way to force money out of people : which is, that one of thefe in (blent follows 
goes to a perfon, and tells him that he hath received fuch damage by his lb% ne- 
phew, Have, or fomebody elfc depending on him ; for which lie comes to alk fatif- 
faftion of him, threatening him that elfc he will murther or forcly wound him or llioot 
fomebody elfc at his coft ; and if this villain have courage enough to put it into exe- 
cution, as I have twice feeu it happen, the other mult fuller the fame as if ho had 
done it. 

. Bolides their accultomed cliftribution of jufticc above deferibed, they have yet a. 
very odd fort of jufticc, which is under the direction and adminiflration of the Man- 
ceros, who have erected a fort of judicial fociety in every confiderable village, whole 
province it is to adjudge all trivial crimes that mail appear before them, and of thole 
the Negroes are very frequently guilty; I mean beating, curling, or reviling one 
another: upon which the perfon who thinks himfelf injured, applies to the Manceros 
much in the following terms, viz. fuch a perfon hath injured me, I fell or furrender 
him to you ; punilh him according to his defeit. Upon which thefe gentlemen with 
utmoft diligence take him into cuftody, and after a very fuporficial enquiry into his 
crime, lay a line of fome crowns upon him ; which if he foems unwilling to pay, as 
bring unjuftly impofed on him, they not having heard what he had to fay in his de- 
fence, the Manceros not at all concerned hereat .only go to the market, where they 
rake up as much goods on, his account as the amount of the fine; which he is, though, 
unwilling, forced to pay ; and they have no fooner received this money, but it is fpent 
in palm-wine and brandy. 

The offences which thefe Manceros ufually fine are fo various and ridiculous, that I 
have not patience enough to particularize any of them ; it is enough that I inform you; 
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■that if thefe idle judges have nothing to do the whole day, and confequently get no 
' money to make them drink ; their time is only fpent in contriving to bring in l’ome- 
body on one pretence or another in order to fumiih them, with liquor. 

The confultations with the Caboceros in conjunction with the Manceros principally 
-relating to war, we {hall at prefent touch upon. 

When they are defirous of entering into a war, on account of ambition, plunder, or 
•to affift other countries already engaged in a war, thefe two councils confult together : 
but otherwife the greateft part of their wars are chiefly occafioned by the recovery of 
debts, and the difputes of fome of the chief people among them. I have formerly 
hinted fomething on this fubject, with promife to proceed farther on it. 

The firmeft peace of neighbouring nations is frequently broken in the following 
manner : — One of the leading men in one country hath money owing him from a per- 
fon in an adjacent country, which is not fo fpeedily paid as he defires ; on which he 
caufes as many goods, freemen, or flaves to be feized by violence and rapine in the 
•country where his debtor lives, as will richly pay him : the men fo feized he claps in 
irons, and if not redeemed fells them, in order to raife money for the payment of the 
.debt : if the debtor be an honeft man and the debt juft, he immediately endeavours 
by the fatisfa&ion of his creditors to free his country-men : or if their relations are 
powerful enough they will force him to it : but when the debt is difputable, or the 
debtor unwilling to pay it, he is fure to reprefent the creditor amongft his own country- 
men as an unjuft man, who hath treated him in this manner contrary to all right, and 
that he is not at all indebted to him : if he fo far prevails on his countrymen that they 
believe him, he endeavours to make fome of the other land prifoners by way of re- 
prizal ; after which they confequently arm on each fide, and watch all opportunities of 
furprizing each other. They firft endeavour to bring the Caboceros over to their party, 
becaufe they have always fome men at their devoir ; next the foldiers : and thus from 
a trifle a war is occafioned betwixt two countries, who before lived in amity, and con- 
tinues till one of them be fubdued ; or, if their force be equal, till the principal men 
are obliged to make peace at the requeft of the foldiers ; which frequently happens, 
efpecially about fowing time, when all the warriors defire to return to till the ground ; 
for in ferving in the war without pay, and defraying all expences out of their private 
fortunes, they quickly grow tired ; efpecially if they get no advantage of, and confe- 
quently no plunder by the enemy. * 

When the governors of one country are inclined to make war with thofe of another, 
perhaps on account that they make a better figure in their manner of living, or that 
they are richer ; fo that thefe have a mind to fome of their effects : then they affembles 
fogether, in conjunction with the Manceros, who alfo give their advice, and being 
young, and puft up with hopes of plunder, are eafily induced by the perfuafions of 
‘ the Caboceros ; and the joint refolution is no fooner formed than every one prepares 
for war ; and being got ready, make an irruption into the defigned country, without 
giving the kaft notice or declaring war, urging much the fame reafons with a prefent 
European potentate, “ It is. My royal trill and pleafure, and for My glory.” And 
thus they kill and pillage each other. The injured nation, to revenge this perfidious 
breach of peace, if not powerful enough of itfelf, hires another to affift it for lefs than 
2,oool. fterling ; for which price th.e beft are here to be had, well armed and ap- 
pointed for an engagement : fo that, indeed, war is not here very dear, though at this 
cheap rate you cannot imagine the armies fo formidable that are hired for fuch trivial 
..wages: but plunder is their chief aim, inftead of which they often get good ftore of 
blows, which prove all the perquifites to their mentioned wages. Thefe wages -they 
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divide amongfl the Cnboccros and the Manceros ; but the former manage the affair 
io cunningly* that the latter have not above four or live (hillings each, or perhaps half 
tint fum • for the leading men are fure to adjuft the account fo well xn favour of 
themfclves, that a mighty refidue is not likely to be left to make a future dividend. 

But as for the plunder, though particularly appropriated to defray the expence of the 
vnr in the firft place, and the remainder to be divided, yet every man femes the full 
part thereof he can lay hold on, without any regard to the public : but it no booty is to 
be come at, the Manceros, like cats that have wet their feet, make the beft of their 
wav home, not being obliged to day longer than they themfolves pleafe. .Each is 
under a particular chieftain in a fort, though he can command only his llaves ; a free 
Neero not owning his authority, or fubmilting even to their kings, unlds compelled 
bv their exorbitant power, without which they live entirely at their own pleafurc : but 
if their leader is difpofed to march up licit towards the enemy, he may, but will not, be 

followed by many. , - 

War, as 1 have twice before told you, is not fo cxponhvo as m Europe ; our four 

years w*ar with the Commanyfchians (except the damage done to our trade) did not 
coft us in all fix thoufand pounds fterUng : for which fum we had luccdlivdy five 
nations in our pay. But I have formerly treated this fubjed fo largely, that 1 need not 

lay any more of it at prelent. 

A national oflonfive war may very well be managed here with four thoufand men m the 
field • but a defenfive requires more. Sometimes the number of what they call an army 
does not amount to more than two thoufand. From whence you may infer of what 
force the monarchies and republics on the coaft are, Fnntyn and Aquamboe only ex- 
cepted; the firft of which is able to bring an army of twenly-five thoufand men, and 
the latter a much larger. But the inland potentates, fuch as Akim, Afumte, dec. are 
not to be reckoned aiuongft thefe, they being able to overrun a country by their nume- 
rous armies ; though I cannot inform you any otherwife concerning thofc people, than 
what by hints we learn from the Negroes, who are not always to be believed. But as 
for the monarchies lituate near us, 1 dare affirm, that though each of the two contending 
armies were compofod of five or fix fcveral nations, they would not together make 
twenty-five thoufand men ; upon which account, joined to their cowardice, very few 
men are killed in a battle ; and that engagement is very warm which leaves one thou- 
fand men upon the place ; for they arc fo timorous, that as loon as they fee a man fall 
by them, they run for it , and only think of getting late home. In the laft battle be- 
tween the Commanyfchians and thofe of Saboe, Acanni, Cabcs-Terra, and two ox three 
other countries, I do not believe that one hundred men were killed, and yet the Com- 
manyfchians drove their enemies out of the field, and obtained a complete vi&ory. 

They are very irregular in their engagements, not obferving the lcaft fhadow of 
order ; but each commander hath his men clofe together in a fort of crowd, in the 
midft of which he is generally to be found ; fo that they attack the enemy man for 
man, or one heap of men againft another; and fome of their commanders feeing their 
brother-officer furioufly attacked, and fomewhat put to it, choofe rather to run with the 
hare than hold with the hounds, and, that frequently before they had ftruck one ftroke, 
or flood fo much as one brufh ; and their friends whom they left engaged certainly fol- 
low them, if in the leaft prefled, unlefs fo entangled with the enemy that it is not for 
vyant of good will if they do not ; but if no opportunity, offers, though againft their 
will, they get the reputation of good foldiers, 

' In fight, the Negroes do not ftaixd upright againft one another, but run ftoopingand 
liftening, that the bullets uiay fly qyer. their heads. Others creep towards the enemy, 
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and, being come dofe, lbt fly at them ; after which they run away as fail as they can, 
and, as if the devil were fure of the hindmoft, get to their own army as foon as poffi- 
ble, in order to load their arms and fall on again. In fhort, their ridiculous geftures, 
{looping, creeping, and crying, make their fight more like monkeys playing together 
than a battle. ° ^ 

The booty which the commonalty chiefly aim at are the prifoners and ornaments of 
gold, and Conte de Terra ; for fome, efpecially the in-land Negroes, are fo Ample as to- 
drefs themfelves in the richeft manner poffible on thefe occafions j wherefore they are- 
frequently fo loaded with gold and Conte de Terra, that they can fcarcely march. 

Common prifoners who cannot raife their ranfom, are kept or fold for Haves at plea- 
fure : if they take any confiderable perfon, he is very well guarded, and a very high 
ranfom put upon him ; but if the perfon who occafioned the beginning of the war be- 
taken, they will not eafily admit him to ranfom, though his weight in gold were offered,, 
for fear he fliould in future form fome new defign againft their repofe. 

The molt potent Negro cannot pretend to be infured from flavery, for if he ever 
ventures himfelf in the wars, it may eafily become his lot ; he is confequently obliged- 
to remain in that ftate till the fum demanded for his redemption is fully paid, which 
withal is frequently fet fo high, that he, his friends, and all his intereft, are not fuffi- 
cient to raife it ; on which account, he is forced to a perpetual flavery, and the moft con- 
temptible offices. Some amongft them are fo barbarous, that finding their hopes of a 
high ranfom fruftrated, they pay themfelves by cruelly murdering the wretched; 
prifoner. 

Wars betwixt two defpotical Kings, who have their fubje&s entirely at their com- 
mand, are of a long duration, and frequently laft feveral years fucceffively, or till the.- 
utter ruin of one of them ends the difpute. They frequently lie a. whole year- encamped, 
againft each other without attempting any thing, a few diverting fkirmiihes excepted 
only againft rainy weather they each return home without moleftmg one another.- 

Though this is chiefly owing to their priefts, without whofe fuffrage they are nor 
eafily induced to attempt a battle ; they advife them againft it, under pretence that 
their gods have not yet declared in favour of them ; and if they will attempt it notwith- 
ftanding, they threaten an ill iffue : but if thefe crafty villains obferve that their army 
is much’ ftronger than the enemies, and the foldiers well inclined to -fighting, they al- 
ways advife to attempt it ; though with fuch a cautious referve,. that if it fucceeds con- 
trary to expe&ation, they never want an excufe to bring themfelves off : the com- 
manders or foldiers have done this or that thing, which they ought not to have done y 
for which reafon the whole army is punifhed. In fhort, let the event prove how it 
will, the prieft is infallibly innocent, and his character, always maintains its own re- 
putation. 

I doubt not but I have fufficiently enlarged on their ridiculous wars, if I have not 
dwelt longer on them than they deferve ; wherefore I ihall relate the events which 
happened in my time, and apply myfelf to the defcription of their military arms. 

The chief of thefe aremufquets or carabins, in the management of which they- are 
wonderfully dextrous. It is not unpleafant to fee them exerafe their army- ; they handle 
their arms fo cleverly, difcharging them feveral ways, one fitting, the fecond creeping, 
or lying, &c. that it is really to be admired they never hurt one another. Perhaps you 
wonder how the Negroes come to be fumifhed with fire-arms, but you will have'- no • 
reafon when you know we fell them incredible quantities, thereby obliging them with a 
knife to cut our own throats. But we are forced to it ; for if we would not, they- might 
be fufficiently ftored with that commodity by. the Kngfifh, Danes, and Braadenbuighem; 
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ancl could wc all agree together not to fell them any, the F.nglifh and Zealand interlopers' 
would abundantly fumilli them : and fincc that and gun-powder for fomc time lmve 
been the chief vendible mcrchandUe here, we Ihould have found but an indifferent 
trade without our lharc in it. It were, indeed, to be wilhcd that thefe dangerous 
commodities had never been brought hither, or at lealt, that the Negroes might be in. 
a fliort time brought to be content with foinewhat clfe in their room : but this in all 
appearance is never likely. 

Next their guns, in the fecond place are their fwords, lhaped liken fort of chopping- 
knives, being about two or three hands broad at the extremity, and about one at the 
handle, and about three or four fpans long at moll ; and a little crooked at the top. 
Thefe fibres arc very llrong, but commonly fo blunt that fevenil ftrokos are neceffary 
to cut oil' a-head : they have a wooden guard, adorned on one licit', and foinetimcs on 
both, with fmall globular knobs, covered with a fort of fltiu, whilll others content 
themfelves with bits of rope fuigcd black with the blood of iheep or other cattle, with 
the additional ornament of a bunch of horfe-litfhr, among’}' people of condition thin 
gold plates are ul’ual : to this weapon belongs a.^h'uther-lheaif ’dmolt open on one fide ; 
to which, by way of ornament, a tiger’s he&d, ov a larjrr* rod Ihell is hung ; both 
which are valuable here. Thefe fibres they when duty go out at their left hip, 
hanging in a licit, which is girt about then Wai ’its for that end, or Ruck in their Paan, 
which is round about their bodies, and c )I11CS _ betwixt their legs, that they may run 
the lwiftcr; beftdes which, they are bc?g rt w kh a bandalier belt, with about twenty 
bandaliers. They have a cap on tHek J 0 ^ of a crocodile’s lkin, adorned on 

cadi fide with a red Ihell, and behind wiuTSL hamch of horfe-hair, and a heavy iron- 
chain, or fomething elle iuitead of it, girt round their head. Thus appointed, with 
■their bodies coloured white, our heroes look liker devils than men. 

Their other weapons are firlt a bow and arrow j but thefe are not much in vogue 
.amongft the Coall Negroes, thole of Aquamboe Adono excepted, who are fo nicely 
dextroiivS in Ihooting, that in hare-hunting they will lodge their fmall fine arrows in 
whttl: part of the hare’s body is defired. Thefe arrows have feathers at their head, and 
are pointed with iron. The Negroes of Awineeufually poifon them j but on the Coaft 
that pernicious cuflom is not pradtifed, nor do they fo much as know what poifon is. 

Next follow the Afliigay or Ilaflagay, as lome call them, which are of two forts ; 
the frailer forts are about aFlemilh ell, or perhaps half an ell longer, and very fonder, 
and thefe they cult as darts ; the fecond, or larger fort, are about twice as long ail’d 
large as the former, the upper part pointed with iron like a pike ; feme of them are 
covered for >thc length of one lpan or two, though in all manner of fliapes. The Aflii- 
gay ferves them inltead of a labre, that having their fhield in the left hand, they may 
the more conveniently dart the Alfagay with the right, for they have always fomebody 
or other' to carry them after them. 

Laft of all are their fliields, which ferve only as a dcfcnfxvc covering of the body, 
and not to the offending any perfon. I have feen Negroes wonderoufly dextrous in the 
management of^ thefe fhields, which they hold in their left hand, and a labre in the 
right ; and playing with both, they put their body into very ftrange pof lures, and fo 
artificially cover themfelves with the Ihield, that it is impofliblc to come at them. Thefe 
fliields, which are about four or five foot long, and three broad, are made of ofiers ; 
fome of which are covered with gold leather, tigers’ (kins, or fonie other materials ; 
fome of them, alfo have at each corner and in the middle broad thin copper-plates 
fattened on, to ward off the arrows and the light Aflagayes, as well as the blows of the 
iabre, if they are good, though they are not proof againft a mulquet-ball, 
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I think thefe are all the weapons ufed amongft the Negroes, without I fliould tell 
you that fome of them alfo are poffeffed of a few cannon ; it is indeed true, but they 
ufe them in a very flovenly maimer. The King of Saboe hath a very fmall number,, 
with which he has been in the field, but he never made ufe of them. Some of them, 
after once firing them, have fuffered the enemy to take them, as it happened to the 
Commanyfchians ; after which, thofe who took them were ignorant of the ufe of them j 
fo that thefe monarchs 5 cannon onlyferves to ihoot by way of compliment and falu- 
tation, of which the Blacks are very fond. 

Promifes create a debt ; and at the beginning of this letter you have my word that 
it fhould conclude with the grandeur of their Kings ; in purfuance of which, let us fee 
wherein it confifts. 

The extent of their territories is fo fmall, that fome of them have not more land 
under theiitpiurifdiction than a Angle captain or bailiff of a village, and bear the fame 
name accordingly amongft the Negroes : for before the arrival of the Europeans in this 
country, no higher title was known amongft them than that of captain or colonel, with, 
this only difference, that the one was appropriated to a country, but the other to a vil- 
lage. But fince their converfation with us, they, or rather we, make a diftin&ion 
betwixt a king and a captain. The firft word by which it was exprefled, was Obin or 
Abin, which fignifies captain in our language, but they always underftood by it a com- 
mander of a country, town, or nation, for our matters of fhips generally affume the 
famp title ; and by the fame appellation would alfo be applied, without any diftinc- 
tion, to our dire&or-general and chief of forts, if we did not better inform the natives 
of the difference. Kings are obliged in this country to preferve their power by dint of 
force ; wherefore the richer they are in gold and Haves, the more they are honoured 
and efteemed ; and without thofe, they have not the leaft command over their fubjects j 
but on the contrary, would not only be obliged to pray, but pay their underlings to 
execute their commands. But if the goddefs Fortune has endowed them with a rich 
fhare of treafure, they are naturally cruel enough to govern their people tyrannically, 
and punifh them fo feverely in their purfes for trivial crimes, that they cannot forget it 
all the remainder of their lives; and this is done with a feeming colour of juftice ; for 
the Kifig, having any thing to charge on another, delivers the matter into the hands of 
the Caboceros, and fubmits it to their decifion ; who, knowing his mind, are fure to* 
aggravate the crime as much as poffible, and take care that their judgment be confonant 
to bis royal will and pleafure. ' 

The Kings in their dwellings, or, if I may fo call them, courts, do not cfiftihguifb 
t hemf elves by keeping any ftate. There is no guard at their palace-gates, nor anybody 
to wait on them ; and when they ftir abroad in their town, it is very feldom they are 
attended by any more company than two boys, one of which carries the fabre, the 
other the ftool or chair ; and if they are met in the ftreets, they are about as much 
complimented as a cobler amongft us, whom we hardly beftow a hat upon, if we know 
him to be fuch. The meaneft Have never ftirs one ftep out of the way on their ac- 
count# But on the contrary, if they are going to pay a vifit to any perfon in another 
town, or are to be vifited by fome confiderable man, they always take care to fhew 
their grandeur, and on fuch occafions are always accompanied with armed men > feveral 
fhields are then carried for their ufe, and an umbrella above their heads, that the gen- 
tleman’s fcin be not darkened by the fun : their wives are then finely dreffed with gold 
and other rich ornaments, and have a long firing of gold and^ Conte de Terra, or coral, 
hung about theni j though in their towns they and all their ■wi?^ are fo ^r^ha^y 
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habited, that their cloaths are fometimes not worth one flailing, nor fufficient to diftin* 
guifh them from the meanell flare. 

Thofe great Princes are fo mi for ably covetous, that there is not one of their fubjeQs 
fo poor, from whom they would not catch at a prefent. Hence it is, that Their Ma- 
jellics’ kitchens are not much better fumiflied than thofe of the common Negroes ; 
bread, oil, and a little (linking liili makes up their bill of fare, ;uul water is their 
drink for the gmiteft part of the day ; in the morning, if they have it, they drink 
brandy; ami in the afternoon, palm-wine: in one word, their manner of living is 
indiltmguiflvablc from the meanell: among It them. 

At tlic time when the palm-wine comes from the in-land country, they go in the 
afternoons altogether, viz. flaves and all as companions, to the public market-place, 
where they fit down and drink very fociably ; every one that pleafes, bringing his own 
(tool, adds himfelf to the croud : here they tipple till they have even buril the lice on 
their head ; but when they are a little warmed, and their third: fomewhat flacked, they 
drink like Caboceros, whole bumpers and pints ; tor the calabafli, out of which they 
drink, holds a pint, quart, or (bmetimes a pottle, which, when they come to be merry, 
is half or perhaps quite filled, which they let to their mouths to drink, .(training to 
about two-thirds through their beards in order to fall to the ground, making by that 
means a fort of rivulet of wine on the place where they fit, and this is efloemed a great 
piece of magnanimity. The Europeans (amongll whom J do not pretend to be lingu- 
lar) arc very good at this lport ; but it is well for 1 hem it is not Rhinilh or French wine, 
for that would be too expenfive ; and here, for four or live (hillings, they may get 
drunk and throw away large quantities. 

When thefo drunken brethren come together, they are as impertinent and noify as 
the Smoufe or German jews at tlicir fymgogue at Amftcrdam ; but you mult not ima- 
gine the difeourfe to turn on ferious fubjefts or flute affairs, not in the lead, it is gene- 
rally rank bawdy, of which they are fo full, that it continually runs over; and though 
the women come araonglt them, this is no reafon for interrupting the difeourfe, for 
they are always ready to bear their part, being very richly fumiflied on this head ; nor 
is ic ever thought foandalous for them to difplay this fort of talent. In fliort, this is a 
perfect babbling and fcolding-ichool, where each perfon freely gives his neighbour his 
own, as they call it ; but in a much better manner than in Europe, where railing is the 
bufinefs of the private entertaining rooms, for here the perfons exclaimed againft are 
prefent, and confequontly may vindicate themfelves : but hold, l (hall run too far; it 
is fit, 1 tell you, that though the Kings live thus in common with their flaves, yet on 
very flight occasions they frequently give them broken heads, from which thofe only 
arc excepted who have acquired a reputation amongll the people ; and indeed I have 
obferved that fomc of thefe (laves had more authority than their mailers ; for having 
long exercifed a command over their makers’ dependents, by their own trading, they 
are become poke dors of feme flaves themfelves, and in procefs of time are grown fo 
powerful, that their patrons are obliged to fee with their eyes only ; and what is yet 
more, it is not feldom that they fo obkinately oppofe their makers, that they will not 
be appealed by any other means than a prefent. 

A King here is always very ready to be hired to the afliftance of any of his neigh- 
bours in their wars, becaufe the greatek part of the money agreed for falls to his (hare ; 
after the receipt of which, he is not much concerned whether the promifed afliftance 
be pun&ually ready at the appointed time or not ; if he has received the gold it is 
enough, he always knows how to fatisfy his cuftomers with one lie or other j in which 
they are fo fubtle, that they will, unobferved, defraud even thofe who are very well 
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tipon their guard. Though this is an advantageous fort of trade, they are yet more 
fond of being mediators betwixt difagreeing nations ; for on this account they get 
money from both parties, and keep the breach open as long as poffibly they can, in 
order to get the more money from each. It is upon thefe incomes that they chiefly 
fubfift, for their revenue is very inconfiderable. It is indeed true, that they impofe a 
toll oh all goods pafiing through their country ; but the collectors being always fome 
of the principal men amongft them, make fure of the larged Ihare of it, and colleft 
fo well for themfelves, that the King has very little of it. In a word, he is obliged to 
fubfift on exorbitant fines, fraudulently extorted from his fubjects, or on the manual 
labour of himfelf and flaves : wherefore thofe Kings are unfortunate who have but few 
flaves, and confequently are not very rich or potent. I have known fome of thefe fo 
poor, that they had neither money nor credit to command a bottle of palm-wine to treat 
their vifitants. Hence you may colled how rich and potent thefe wrens of ftate are 
(as Monfieur Doudyn calls them in his Mercury). But perhaps being already tired 
with this account of the pomp and grandeur of their wives, flaves, and houfehold, as 
well as themfelves, you would gladly be informed how the illuftrious princes and prin- 
ceffes, their royal offspring, are educated. I have formerly given you fome general 
hints concerning the Negro children ; it is then fufficient to affure you, that I never 
could obferve the leaft difference in this particular betwixt the royal and common edu- 
cation.- The princes being arrived at years of maturity, to get an honeft livelihood, 
either plough the land or draw palm-wine, which I can affure you they are not afhamed 
to carry to the market themfelves in order to fell it ; but if they are not employed in 
thefe occupations, it is in fomething elfe equally confiftent with their charader ; from 
whence, in procefs of time, they afcend the royal throne of their anceftors. If you 
reflect on this, it will fomewhat abate your wonder, how hufbandmen, fhepherds, or 
potters, as Agathocles was, fhould ever wear royal crowns, as hiftories inform us : it 
daily occurs here ; nay, what is yet more, the throne is often filled with thofe who, 
when young, have ferved us as foot-boys, or in a meaner capacity ; wherefore you 
may imagine we cannot be brought to have a very great efteem for thefe potentates : 
no, I can affure you the meaneft of our factors thinks better of himfelf than one of 
thefe kings : and indeed his authority is much more confiderable, if we confider him 
to exercife that of the diredor-general and council, in whofe name heads ; but leaving 
that as it is, I had rather refer you to Monfieur Focquenbrog than fay any more 
of our grandeur. 

As for the ladies, the princefles, perhaps you will be apt to think them too tender 
for the fatigues of agriculture ; no, not in the leaft, they muft alfo lay their hands to 
the plough ; but if it happens that one of thefe illuftrious ladies is too haughty to ftain. 
her high birth by working like a Have, lne generally takes up a trade more likely to 
maintain her genteelly, which requires no more than what madam Nature has liberally 
bellowed on her ; and if Ihe does not get fo much as the ladies of her profeffion in. 
Europe, Ihe has not fuch extravagant wants as they, and is confequently very well 
■fofisfipd. Several of thefe are married in their young days, without the leaft regard to 
high birth or family, every body pleafing themfelves in their choice ; for a marriage 
between a King’s daughter and a Have is not at all thought difpropordonate, but is 
indeed fomewhat better than for a King’s fon to marry a flave, which daily happens ; 
fince the common proverb, that the children follow the mother, is here palled into an 
unalterable rule, and confequently the iffue of the former (viz. the princefs married to 
a Have) are free,' and thofe proceeding from the latter, flaves. Thus you have a view 
of the whole xoval family : it remains now that I Ihould give you fome account of the 
von xvi, 3 H S reat 
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great officers under the King, which confift of BrafToos 0 't enfigns, Sabre-bearers, 
Tie-ties, that is, public criers or proclaimed, attendants on their wives, horn-blowers 
or trumpeters and drummers : which offices the following lines will elucidate. That 
of BrafFoo I have already explained to be a fort of marihal, who is to charge firft in 
battle, which if he have but courage enough he always does. The lecond are the 
fabre or {word-bearers, of which thefe mouarclis have generally about four. Whether 
thefe agree with the antient armour-bearers, l cannot certainly tell, though 1 believe 
them very near alike. This, whatever you may think of it, is no mean poll ; for the 
gentlemen to whom it is entrufted, fometinacs become honoured with the character of 
ambaffadors to foreign courts; though, to do jufticc, that more properly belongs to the 
Tic-ties or public criers, who arc all'o made ufe of on this occalion, and font by their 
matters on national errands to friends or enemies, their caps being an effectual free-pafs 
every where, fuppofmg them, to be lent by their matter, but otherwifo they cannot pro- 
tect them; they being in eff'ett not unlike our European trumpeters in time of war. 
Each town hath one or two of thefe officers to cry what is ttrayod, loft or ftolen ; and 
to proclaim the orders made by the governors or Kings : bolides all which, when fitting 
in. council, they are obliged when the voices run too high and confuted, to cry out, 
Tie-tie, or Hearken, from whence the name of their office is borrowed. They wear 
a cap made of a black ape’s fkin, whofe hair Is about one finger’s length, and in their 
hands they have a bunch made of the hair of an elephant’s rail, and fnull rulhes ; with 
which they defend their matter from the Hies. The fourth and laft as well as molt con- 
fiderablc officers, are the attendants on the King’s wives ; their chief province is to take 
care that no llrangers pluck the fruit of their matter’s orchard: though I am apt to 
think when thefe happen to be tolerably handfome fellows, that they make better ufe 
of their polls, than their matter of his propriety. They are alfo entrufted with all the 
King’s treafury ; of which they carry the keys, for they are not trailed to any befides them, 
and confequently they are the only perfons who after the King’s decoale are able and 
obliged to give an account of his treafury, Befides thefe, our monarchs have no other 
officers. But I ought alfo to inform you that they arc not Kings alone who are thus 
Ferved, but every principal man has the fame fort of officers to attend him, being 
herein equal with the King ; or if he is very rich, perhaps he will out-vie him. 

I dare fay you will not complain that this is too Ihort ; if its lengh is not tirefomc it 
is well ; I have only the importance of the fubjeffc to plead : in Ihort, that it prove agree- 
able, is the wilh of yours, &c. 

* 

LETTER XII. — Of the Negroes' Manner of marrying ; the Bride brings no Fortune , 
and the Bridegroom but a very fmall one ; Wedding-Charges very eafy ; how many 
* Wives they have ; what Work they do , and the IdleneJs of the Mon ; Merchants' Wives 
live the bejl ; feme drive a Trade with their Wives ; the particular Subtlety of the 
Women; Fines for lying with another Man's Wife , and how the Caufe is tried. — Mar- 
ried People have no mutual Propriety 'in Money or Goods, nor docs the one inherit any 
EffeCls of the others nor do the Children inherit their Parents' Goods.— -How the Right 
of Inheritance devolves. — Adultery is feverely pmijhed in the, in-land Country , each 
Perfon there being chiefly his own Judge ; Wives not permitted to punijh their Hufbands 
, for Adultery ; fruitful Women honoured and refpefited ; ridiculous Ceremonies on a young 
Woman's being with Child the tfrft time ; what Name they give their Children ; won- 
derful Separation of the Women of Ante when they have borne ten Children ; tiwiflrtious 
Women unclean. — Gircumcifm ufual amongst them; a Conjecture from whence they 
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derived that Cufiom ; of the unmarried ; early Marriages ; why Women remain hngeft 
unmarried; Multitude of Women ; common Profitutes initiated to Trade ; how highly 
they are valued , if found ; unmarried Women are Whores, though not called fo ; a 
Defcription of the common Whores of Ardra. 

Sir, 

MY former treated of wars and the arts of deftrudtion, and in this I fhall touch upon 
a fubjed which fuppliesthe devaluations the other makes ; that is, I fhall inform you in 
the firft place how the marriages go here, and of every thing naturally falling under 
t h a t head. Marriage here is not overloaded with ceremonies, nor have they any notion 
' of a previous courtfhip to bring on a match ; here are no tedious difputes on account 
of marriage-fettlements, but if a Negro fixes his eye upon a young woman (virgin I 
fcarcely dare fay), nothing is more requifite than to apply to her father, mother or near- 
eft re l a tions, and afk her of them, who very feldom deny a requeft of that reafonable 
nature, if it be but the leaft agreeable only to the daughter. 

If the young woman is marriageable, he takes her home with him, but if yet too 
young, he leaves her fome time with her parents, which fome are not very willing to, 
for reafons hereafter to be told. The bride brings no other fortune than her body, 
nor does the man want much ; it is fufficient if he has enough to defray the expence 
of the wedding-day, which confifts of a little gold, wine, brandy, a fheep for the rela- 
tions, and new cloaths for the bride, which are proportioned to the circu m ftances of 
the bridegroom, who keeps a very exact account of every thing he beftows on the 
bride or her friends, that if fhe ever comes to be fo far difgufted at him as to leave 
him, he may demand all again, which fhe or her friends muft pay to the utmoft exatit- 
nefs, together with the wedding charges. But if he puts her away, the account is 
fettled, and he has no pretence to demand any thing of her or her relations, unlefs he 
produce very good reafons why he left her : in which cafe the mentioned difburfements 
muft be refunded. 

The wedding-day is not accompanied with feafting and jollity ; the bride is fome- 
what extraordinarily dreffed for feveral days fucceffively with fine cloaths, gold and 
other ornaments, which are frequently borrowed or hired on thefe occafions; not 
thofe in Holland, who, to render their funeral feafts the more fplendid, adorn 
themfelves with other’s feathers. Each man marries as many wives as he pleafes or is 
confiftent with his circumftances, though they feldom exceed twenty, but are com- 
monly contented with a number betwixt three and ten, and thofe who would appear 
very great, complete the mentioned number of twenty. Moll of thefe wives are obliged 
to till the ground, plant Milhio or Jummes, or otherwife work for their hufbands, and 
to take care that he finds fomething to eat when he com® home ; the beft of which is, 
that they can very cheaply fatisfy him : whilft the man only idly fpends his time in im- 
pertinent tattling (the women’s bufinefs in our country) and drinking of palm-wine, 
which the poor wives are frequently obliged to raife money to pay for, and by their 
hard labour maintain and fatisfy thefe lazy wretches their greedy thirft after wine. 
Though others are not quite fo beaftly, particularly the traders in palm-wine, and fifher- 
men 5 the former of which fell palm-wine, and the latter either go out to fiih, or 
hire themfelves to us to row according as opportunity offers ; and thefe keep houfethe 
moft peaceably and pafs the moft reputably through the world. 

Thofe who are rich, have two wives perpetually exempted from labour ; the fine of 
which is the oldeft and principal wife, here called La Muliere Grande, or the chief 
woman * to whom the houfe-keeping and command over all the reft is entrufted* The 
’ 3 h 2 lecond 
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fecond is Jflxe who is confecrated to his god, and thence called BofTum, of whom he is 
very jealous, and fo much enraged if any man kiifes her, that if he could do it privately, 
he would fo feverely punifli her that ihe would not be able to ferve him fo again ; but 
as for the remainder of his wives, he doth not watch them 1b narrowly, efpocially if he 
can get any money by them. 

Thefc BofTums arc Haves, bought with defign to be confecratcd to their god, and 
therefore generally none of the moft difagreeable. With thefc they lie on their birth- 
day or night, and that day of the week dedicated to their god ; it is on this account 
that they eftocm their fortune better than that of other women. 

The principal merchants* or traders’ wives are the happioft, bccaufe not obliged to 
much labour out of the houfe, and they arc well provided for by their huibands. 

Several Negroes are fo brutal that they marry many wives only to get a good living 
by them, and to wear gilt horns. Thefe give their wives full order to entice other 
men to lie with them ; which done, thefe fhe-brutes immediately tell their hufband, 
who knows very well how to fleece the amorous fpark. It is mexprdfiblo what fub- 
tleties thefe Phaulras ufe to draw men, bur efpocially ft rangers, into the net ; to thofe 
they will pretend they have no hufband, and are yet unmarried and free. 

Others, whofe admirers very well know they are married, the better to allure them 
to their embraces, will promile, and if required, fwear eternal fecrecy ; but molt of 
them keep their words like women, and are fure not to tell their lull band before they 
fee him ; and indeed it would fall very hard upon them if their hulband came to the 
knowledge thereof by any other means, which is feme excel e for their dii'eloling their 
lover j it being highly realbnable and a natural law, that a woman Ihould further 
the interclt of her hufband ; ^ fince by this means they avoid the danger ofpunilhmeut, 
which they ought to exped from their huibands far concealment. 

The line for lying with another man’s wife among! t the common people is about 
four, five or fix pounds fterling ; but the rich mult bleed a greater lum, efpocially if 
he has lain with a confiderable man’s wife ; on winch occallon it colls a hundred 
pounds or two. 

Thefe caules are very accurately pleaded and defended before the courts of judicature. 
1, during my refidcnce, aded the part of a chief judge on this occaltoti above one 
hundred times. You know that to deny is the iirft rule in law, and the Negroes are 
lo well fkillcd in this, that they commonly deny the accufation the lirlt thing they do, 
and oblige their accufers to confirm it by evidence, which the woman being auoft capa- 
ble of, is obliged to appear in full affembly, and difplay the whole action in its molt 
natural broad terms and colours, with all its attending drcumftances of time, place, 
how the criminal deported himfelf, and what he gave her : in a word, without forget- 
ting the leaft particular. What think you, fir, is not this a rare trial, and very proper 
for the ears of thofe old gentlemen of which this affembly or court is compofed ? Kfpe- 
cially confidering that befidcs all this, fometimes the accufed urges in his defence, that 
it is true that he was indeed juft ready to perpetrate the charged crime, but timely thinking 
of the confequcnces ? withdrew without reducing his intentions into attion. In anfwer 
to which, the lady is obliged to declare all particulars, and to give all poffiblc proofs 
of his completing the fa£t, infomuch that both Itick fo clofe to their aiiertion, which 
they back with fo much probability, that the old men are perplexed what fentence to 

f ive without putting the man to his oath, and if he forfwears it, he is clear ; but if 
e refufesthat, fentence paifes againft him, fince on thefe occafions there are not many 
witneffes, 
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Married people here have no community of goods, but each hath his or her parti- 
cular propriety ; the man and his 'wife generally adjuft the matter together, fo that they 
are to bear the charge of houfe-keeping, while the cloathing of the whole family is at 
his foie expence. 

On the death of either the man or the wife, the refpective relations come and 
immediately fweep away all, not leaving the widow or widower the leaft part thereof, 
though they are frequently obliged to help to pay the funeral charges. 

Some Negroes, befides wives, have alfo their concubines, which they feveral times pre- 
fer before their wives, and take more care of them ; but their children are deemed illegi- 
timate, and are not reckoned amongft the relations.^ 

If a Negro has a child by his Have, whether married to her or not, his heir will look 
upon it anH keep it only as a Have, on which account thofe who love their flaves will 
take care to make their children free with the ufual ceremonies before they die : after 


which they are in every particular treated as free perfons. 

The children they have by their wives axe indeed legitimate, but all along the Gold 
Coaft never inherit their parents’ effects, except at Acra only. _ The eldeft fon, fup- 
pofmg the father a king or a captain of a town, fucceeds him in his office only ; but 
befides his father’s fhield and fabre, he has nothing more to pretend to ; fo that it is 
here no manner of advantage to be defcended from rich parents, unlefs (which feldom 
happens) paternal love obliges them to beftow fomewhat on their children in their life- 
time, which muff be very privately done, otherwife the relations, after their father’s 
death, will oblige the children to return it to the utmoft farthing. 

The right of inheritance is very oddly adjufted ; and as far as I could obferve, the 
brothers and lifter’s children are the right and lawful heirs, in^ the following manner. 
They do not jointly inherit, but the eldeft fon of his mother is heir to his mother s 
brother or his fon, as the eldeft daughter is heirefs of her mother s filter or her 
daughter : neither the father himfelf, or his relations, as brothers, lifters, &c. have any 
claim to the goods of the defunft, for what reafon they cannot tell : but l am of opi- 
nion that this cuftom was introduced on account of the whoredom of the women, 
herein following the cuftom of fome Eaft Indian Kings, who (as authors fay) educate 
their filters’ fon as their own, and appoint him to fucceed in the throne, becaufe they 
are more fure that their lifters’ fon is of their blood than they can be of their own , 
for being obliged to truft a woman no way related to them, if lhe commit adultery, the 

child may be entirely eltranged from their blood. 

In deficiency of the mentioned heirs, the brothers or lifters take place ; but if none 
of them are in being, then the neareft relation to the mother of the defuna comes in. 
But their account of this fubjea is fo perplexed and obfcure, that hitherto no Euro- 
pean has been able to obtain a clear defcription of it, as lam certain they never will ; 
notwithftanding that the Negroes are fo accurately perfed m it, that they never com- 
mit any error on thishead : not but that great difputes arife fomettmes amongft them 
on this occafion; but thefe are never owing to their ignorance who is the heir; but 
happen from the next heir’s being too potent in men and arms, and therefore ftretching 

bevond the due bounds of inheritance. . , . 

I have already told you how many wives the Negress s marry ; and heron they place 
the greateft glory and grandeur, as their riches confift in the multitude of Haves, 
though they frequently conduce to their ruin, becaufe every man i a obliged to make 
*ood S the injury which his Have does'; if he is guilty of theft or adultery, his mafter is 
obliged to pay the fine impofed for his crime. ^ 
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The Negroes arealfo refponfiblc for their fons, nephews, and other relations; though 
in this cafe the relations help each other by a mutual contribution, each giving fome- 
thing towards it according to his circumftances ; which, if he Ihould not do, the criminal 
would be condemned to death or llaveiy. 

Having at large deferibed the marriages of the Coaft Negroes, let us fee how the 
in-land Negroes behave themfelvcs in their marriage-ftatc, and what punifhment they 
inflict on adultery ; fince freed from any fubjeftion to the Europeans, they are more 
feverc on this occafion. 

He who debauches a Negro’s wife here, is not only generally entirely ruined, but 
his relations often fuller with him : for if the injured perlbn be a rich and great man, 
he is not contented with ruining the malefa&or only, but will not: be quiet till he hath 
removed him out of the way. If the guilty perlbn is a Have, his death is undeniably 
determined, •and that in the moft cruel manner that can be deviled, bolides a line laid 
upon his mailer ; and the men here detelling the foregoing lbrdkl manner of trading 
with their wives ufual on the Goad, a woman caught in adultery is ailb in great danger 
of her life, unlefs her relations pacify the enraged hulband with a large linn of money. 
But Ihe who lies with her hulband’s Have is infallibly condemned to death, as well 
as the Have her paramour : befides all which, her relations are obliged to pay a fura to 
her hulband. 

Every confiderable Negro is in this cafe for the moll part his own judge ; atid is he 
too weak alone to avenge hitnfelf, he calls his friends to his alliltance, who readily 
lend him their helping-hand, each being fure to get lbmothing of the compeniation 
which occurs. 

Thofe Negroes are richer than thofe who live among!! us ; and therefore a perfon 
guilty of this crime is punilhed with utmoll feverity. I have heard of fines amounting 
to above five thoufand pounds llcrling paid on account of adultery. Bdides Acra, 
Apatn, and Goromantyn, there arc very few places on the Gold dealt where 1 have 
not lived, and I do not remember in any of them ever to have mot with a Negro who 
was pofTeffed of fc large a fortune ; or with any King but what, after having fold all he 
had in the world to raife fuch a fum, would find himfelf not able to do it : but when 
I talk .at this rate, I would except the King of Aquamboc, and according to report 
alfo him of Acron ; which two being joined, poffofs more gold than all the reft 
together. 

It is undeniable that jealoufy is always accompanied with love ; thefe two palfions 
being fo infcparable, that though they produce contrary efletts, yet they Idem in reality 
but the fame thing. But however jealous the Black women are of their hulbands, yet 
they have no fatisfadtion to pretend to, if their hulbands, by diverting thetnfclves with 
other women, rob them of their right ; their only remedy is to wean him from this 
vice, by agreeable, . foft .and tender tneans; for none of them, befides his chief wife, 
dare pretend to chide him for it : Are, indeed, when opportunity oilers, will charge 
him feverely on that account, and threaten him that if he purfues that courfe Hie will 
leave. him : but this mull be when' the man is in a good humour, otherwife he won’t 
take it very well. 

Before I advance any farther, I ought to inform you, that all I impart to you con- 
cerning the in-land Negroes, is not the rcfult of my own obfervation, I never having 
been at thofe places ; but is only collected from the relation of the Negroes that come 
from thence *, but they are fuch people, that in this and other things I dare afiure myfelf 
of the truth of what they fay. However I do not hand it to you as my own. 

i 
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Each wife is fure to do her heft to pleafe and charm her hufband, in order to be 
preferred above the reft in his love. 

The wife, who is fo fortunate as to be big with child, is very much refpe&ed by her 
hufband, and waited on ; beiides which, if it is the firft time, rich offerings are mad e 
to the falfe-god, to obtain her fafe delivery. The ceremonies ufed on occafion of a 
woman’s being big with the firft child, are very foolifh and ridiculous. As foon as 
they find themfelves pregnant, they are brought to the fea-fhore in order to be wafhed ; 
though before fhe can get thither, Ihe is followed by a great number of boys and girls, 
who fling all manner of dung and filth at her in her way to the fea, where fhe is ducked 
and walhed clean. Why this is done I cannot tell, unlefs it be becaufe they vainly 
believe that if it is omitted, the mother, the child, or fome of the relations, will cer- 
tainly die foon after. 

As foon as the child is born, and the prieft has confecrated it, if above the common 
rank, it hath three names bellowed on it (though always called by one) ; the firft is 
that of the day of the week on which it is bom ; the next, if a fon, is his grand- 
father’s ; if a girl, her grandmother’s name ; though this is not ftridly obferved by 
the Negroes, fome of them giving their own, or the names of fome of their relations 
to their children : after which, their names increafe with their years : has any perfon 
behaved himfelf valiantly in the war, he obtains a name derived from thence, as he 
doth by killing a chieftain of the enemies : does he kill a wild ravenous beaft, he gets 
a new name by it. But it would be a day’s work to recite all their names, and the occa- 
fions of .them ; it is fufficient to tell you, that the number given to fome men amounts 
to twenty ; the chief of which, and by which he is moft honoured, is that given him 
when they are drinking palm-wine together in the market-place. The common name 
by which they are called, is one of thofe given them at their birth. Some are called 
after the number of children that their mother has borne, as the eighth, the ninth, or 
tenth child ; but this is only when the mother has borne above fix or feven children. 

In the country of Ante, if a woman has borne ten children, fhe is obliged to be 
feparated from her hufband, and live in a folitary hut, remote from all the reft of man- 
kind, for the fpace of a whole year, where fhe is carefully fumifhed with all necef- 
faries of life ; after the expiration of this term, and the performance of all cuftomary 
ceremonies, fhe returns to her hufband, and lives with him as before : this is a cuftom 
fo particular, that I do not know any nation befides where it is in ufe ; and why it is 
pra&ifed here I am alfo ignorant, unlefs it be grounded on fome fuperftitious opinion, 
that it will defend them from fome evil. 

When the cuftom of women is upon the female fex, they are not only efteemed un- 
clean, and feparated from their hufband, but they are not fuffered to go into another 
man’s houfe, at leaft to lodge, and are confequently obliged to remain in a finall hut 
near their father’s or hufband’s houfe. 

The children are not circumcifed any where on the Gold Coaft, but at Acra. But 
whence the cuftom of holding women unclean, and circumdfing the children, fhould 
be derived from, I own I cannot tell ; to carry it up as high as the Judaic times, feems 
to me too far ; though feveral Europeans favour this affertion, urging, that the Negroes 
ftill retain feveral laws and cuftoms which favour of Judaifm, as that laft mentioned, 
the honouring of the moon J at the time when the Jews begin their feftival, the marrying 
of their brother’s wife, and feveral more, which feem the fame in effefi, as well as 
the names, of which here are feveral which occur in the Old Teftament. But all this 
cannot, in the leaft, incline me to their opinion ; I fhould be more eafily perfuaded 
that they had all thefe from the Mahometans, whofe religion is a mere rhapfody. of 
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Chriftianity, Judaifm, and Hcathenifm ; which, extending itfelf from one country to 
another, might probably reach hither : this conje&ure being conlidorably ft lengthened 
from the natives of Adra and Fida, their being cuftomed to trade feveral hundred miles 
in>land, till they come to the Barbary coaft, and not improbably to the Moors country. 
"Which being granted, it is not unnatural to fuppole they may have learned and brought 
home lbme fragments of their religion. 

But. to return to our fubjodh Several of each fox here live unmarried, at lead: for 
feme time, though commonly the number of (ingle women exceeds that of tingle men, 
and that for realons hereafter to be told ; and yet very lew Negroes die, imleis it be 
very young, unmarried. The men marry as foon as they can mile money to defray 
the wedding charges, which, being jo very inconfiderable among the common people, 
they get a wile very foon. The children of the chief or rich people, whole relations 
are inclined to it, and want no money, art: frequently married before they become ac- 
quainted with the diiUufHon of foxes : further, feveral families, willing to be more 
nearly allied, interchangeably marry their children as foon as they arc born, without 
any other ceremony than the agreement of parents on both hides. 

The realons why the. women here continue longed unmarried, is, lirft, becaufo that 
they live a more free life than when married, being now at perfect liberty to admit the 
embraces of any or ieferal men, if they plcafe. Thefe fort of women generally many 
among!): common poopje, and feldom content thcmfolves with their hulhands alone. 

The fecund reafon. is, the vaft multitude of women ; their number much exceeds 
that _ of the men, winch obliges them to (lay till they are alkod. T’hough this long 
waiting becomes lets irkfome, becaufe it is no manner of fcandal to ftay their appetites 
as often as they think lit ; nor are they therefore rudely accounted whores; but on the 
contrary, are always thought as fitting to be thofc for wives as any other ; and accord- 
ingly, in their turn, get hulhands as well as the reft. 

, In the countries of Kgnira, Abocroe, Ancober, Axim, Ante, and Adorn, arc feveral 
women who never marry, and who only arc called whores, being regularly initiated in 
that trade, and fet apart for it. 

Each of the above-mentioned towns has two or three of thefe miferable wretches, 
according to their largcnofs. The money that they get they bring to their mafters, 
who return them fo much out of it as is noceifary to fubfift them in deaths and 
neceflaries. 

Thefe women are very milerable, when they have caught any venereal infection, 
from which' they feldom efcape long free ; for proftituting themfelvcs as well to the 
unfound as found, they are in continual danger ; and being once feized by that dif- 
temper it mu ft take its courier ; for it feldom happens that any-body is touched with 
any concern for her,. not fo much as her own mafter, to whom foe belongs ; for as 
foon as the gain begins to ceafe, they withdraw their hands, and never fo much as 
take the lealt care of her ; and thus thefe unhappy creatures come to a miferable end. 

But as long as they are found, and in their flower, they are in very great efteem : 
and it is impoffible to alfliri: a land or town more fenfibly than by feizing thofc creatures. 
For example, if our factor at Axim have any difpute with his fubordinate Negroes, no 
way will more efteaually bring .them to reafon than by taking one of thefe whores 
into cuflody, and confining her in the fort ; for as foon as this news reaches the Man- 
cerop ears, they go with flying fails ,to the Caboceros, and carneftly defire them to 
give the fa&or fatisfaftion, that they may have her fet at liberty again ; urging as a 
reafon why they requeft it in fuch a prefling manner, that during their imprifonment 
thofe men who have no wives will be put to the utmoft ncceflity for a woman, and be 
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prompted to run the danger of lying with men’s wives. This I can aflfure you of the 
truth of by my own experience, having had more than one proof of it $ for at one 
time fecuring five or fix Caboceros, and at the other two or three whores, I found 
hardly any-body befides their o ;vn relations concerned for the former; but on account 
of the other, .the whole village came upon their knees ; and every-body, though he 
had no particular intereft in it, was very much concerned for their liberty. 

The countries of Commany, Elmina, Fetu, Saboe, Fantyn, &c. have none of thefe 
whores, and yet there is no want of unmarried women, and they without any diftinc- 
tion, than that of being too young, are almoft all whores, though they indeed do not 
bear that name. 

In Fida and the country about it, and in all the land of Fida, is a very great plenty 
of thefe whores, *and at a cheaper price than on the Gold Coaft. In Fida I have feeu 
a vaft multitude of hilts, not above ten foot long and fix broad, placed near the great 
roads throughout the whole country, in which thofe women are obliged to ply at their 
appointed days in the week. It is cuftomary for fome of the mofl confiderable and 
rich Negro ladies, when lying upon their death-bed, to buy fome of thefe foreign fe- 
male Haves, and make a prefent of them to the public ; which thefe tender-hearted 
gentlewomen take for a great work of mercy and charity, as fome people in Europe do 
the buying maffes for the fouls in purgatory. 

Thus I have detained you a tedious while on the marriages of the Negroes, and 
expofed to your view all our venereal warehoufes, and all their contained ftores. 


LETTER XIII. — How the Negroes deport them/ elves to the ftck; they do not depend 
on medicinal Remedies alone , but make Offerings to their Gods on account of the Jick ; 
what thefe conjiji of; their Gratitude to Phyftcians, which they frequently change? and 
renew their Offerings. — The Slaves alfo make Offerings for their European Majlers , 
and the Mulatto Women for their Hufbands ; which is likewife approved by fome Euro- 
peans ; their ufual Remedies , which, though they feem contradictory to the Ends for 
which they are adminiftered, yet frequently fuccecd. — The great Efficacy of green Ve- 
getables in Difeafes , and even in Wounds. — The Enquiry after the Caffe of any Per- 
f on’s Death ; their Queftions put to the dead, and their falfe God, with the Refponfes ; 
an Accident on that account which befel one of the Author’s Servants. — The Affection 
of fome who affirm that the Negroes ajh Advice of the Devil, confuted ; and a Relation 
how their Queftions to the Dead are managed.— The Jhaving of the Women on occafton 
of the Death of their Hufbands ; cleanfmg the dead Body.— A Defcription of their 
Manner of burying the Dead ; "pompous Funerals of the principal People* — How they 
prefers the Corpfe from rotting federal Months above Ground. —-Living Men facru 
fifed for the Dead ; the Cruelty attending that Cuftom, as the Author himfelf has 
obferved. — Their building of a Hut on the Grave ; and the Opinion of fome Writers 
on that fubjett contradicted. — The funeral Ceremonies renewed one Tear after the 
Deceafe. — The Negroes very deftrous to be buried in their own Country, or at leaft 
that their Bones may be brought thither ; and how that is managed. 

THE letters which I have fent you fince thofe you have already received of mine, 
are five in number : treating of, ill. The mfalubrity of this country, and therein 
it confifts. 2d, Concerning the nature of the inhabitants at large. 3d, Or their 
religion. 4th, Of their government, wars, power of their Kings : which is tofiowett 
VOL. xvi. 3 1 ^ 
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by the fifth and laft, treating of their marriages, &c. I hope you have received fomr 
of them before now, and that the remainder will follow in due time : but for fear any 
ihould unhappily mifcarry, I herewith fend you the copies of them. ' 

Death being the period of all human affairs, I fliall conclude my defeription of thefe 
nations with a fhort difeuffion of that fubjeft, after which you will not be troubled with 
any more than three letters from me ; one, concerning the wild and tanie quadrupeds- 
of. this country ; the fecond, of the fowls, in lefts and fillies j and the lalt, of vegetables : 
unlefs 1 can think of any other thing, and then you may be fure not to fail of it. 

But to return to our defign. Let us examine what culloms are ufual amongft the- 
Negroes on occafion of ficknefs, death and burying. 

Any Negro falling lick here is diligently enough attended, in proportion to lus cir- ■ 
cumftanccs : for, as I have formerly hinted, they are all very much afraid of death.; 
in. which they are not much in the wrong, confidering that but once to die, is for ever 
to be buried in oblivion. Actuated by this principle, they leave no means uneffiiycd 
which may contribute to- the extending the thread of life to as great a length as poffible : ■ 
and had they the fame notion of the three fatal fillers as the undent Greeks, l doubt 
not but thefe would have been the goddefles to which the greatelt part of their offer- 
ings would have been directed. 

In ficknefs (in which they agree -with all the reft of the world), they firfl have 
recourfe to remedies ; however, not thinking them fuflicicnt alone to preferve life and' 
reftore health, they apply their falfc and fuperititious religious worlhip, as more effeftuab 
to thofeends ; and what contributes to the promotion of this cullom, is, that he who here- 
afts the part of a doftor, is alfo a Feticheer or prielt, who eouiequently does not find 
it very difficult to perluado the patient’s relations that he cannot be recovered without 
fome offerings made to the falfc god in order to appeafe him ; and they being Itrongly 
bent to fuperllition, and immediately ready to follow the priefl’s advice, accordingly 
defire him to enquire of their god what he would pleafe to nave. The priell to be lure- 
is not negligent m'this affair, where the profit accrues to him, but as loon as poffible 
puts his cheats in praftice; and after his pretended enquiry, he informs them that they 
mutt offer a flieep, hog, cock, dog, cat, or whatever lie likes belt 1 j which fdmetinies 
may be gold, cloth, drink, and other fuch like good things befides, which- are always, 
proportioned to the ability of the perfon to be ferved ; lor that alters the meafure of 
thefe cheats, who always confider whether the man be in condition to bear this charge; 
and herein they are indeed to be preferred to fome Romilh pridts, whole undiflinguilh- 
ing exorbitant price of foul-maffes ruins feveral families. 

whatever the prieft requires, the Negroes freely part with 5 and- he knows to what 
wife to put it; If the patient fhortly after recovers, either by virtue of' nature’s kindly 
alfiftknce, or the efficacy of the medians adtniniftered, the prrdfc or doftor is fure • 
pot to -remain unrewarded; for whatever Mr. William Godfchalk-van-F’okkcnbrogmay. 
pretend; that when cured; the fight of the doftor and the devil are equally welcome to- 
them ; they on- the contrary are very far from ingratitude on thde occalions. 

And-indeed his fenfe, turned quite contrary, is rather true of them, they being no-, 
fooner recovered, b.ut they extol their phyfician up, to the heavens. 

But does the difeafe increafe,. and the patient grow worfe, frelh offerings are made,, 
which are more expenfive than the former ; fo that thefe continue till the patient is 
reftored to his priftina health; 01 dies. 

It frequently, happens that one phyfician is difeharged with a good reward, and another 
called in his ftead, who begins a-new, , and knows very, well how to make his advantage 
of his patient’s misfortune. . 

His-' 
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1?1 S firffc bufinefs, juft like the phyficians in Europe, is to condemn his predeceffor’s 
snethod, and decry him as an ignorant pretender ; upon which new and very expenfive 
offerings are to be made ; for this new comer, fearing the fate of him in whofe place he 
-came, endeavours to make as great advantage as is poffibie in his time •, to this end he 
makes ufe of fuch cunning frauds, that our Europeans, though bad enough, would be 
put out of countenance by them. But pray, fir, do not take this to be mmed at you • 
no,\ it cannot touch the honeft phyfician, and fuch I take you for. 

This change of phyficians fometimes happens twenty times or more fucceffivelv and 
at a continual and greater charge than with us ; the Negroes are fo ftrangeiy bigotted 
to thefe offerings, that they feveral times force the priefts to make them. 

The boys, which are either flaves or fervants to the Europeans, if they think they 
have a good mafter, will, as foon as he is feized by the leaft indifpolition, without his 
knowledge, go to the priefts to make offerings for him that he may recover his health- 
and accordingly we have found upon the beds or in the chambers of fome of our prin- 
cipal people, fome things confecrated or charmed by the prieft, laid there on purpofe 
to defend their mafter from death ; and becaufe they know we are always difpleafed at 
it, they always do it in private, and conceal it fo well, that it is impoiSble for us to 
difcover it before the perfon is dead, and they have had no time to remove it. 

Ihe Mulatto women {of whom I have formerly laid fomething), who would fain pafc 
for Chriitians, than which they are nothing lefs, are extravagantly addicted to this 
fuperftition ; if one of them is married to, or kept by an European, who loves and pavs 
her well ; -if he fells fick, fee never fails to make rich offerings to the prieft, with much 
warmer Zealand ftronger reliance on the fuccefs of them than the Negroes themfelves: 
but what is mdft deplorable and deteftable, is, that here are even fome Europeans, who 
not only think favourably of, and believe this idolatrous worfeip effectual , but infti- 
gate their fervants to it; and are likewife grown very fond of wearing fome trifles, 
about their bodies, which are confecrated or conjured by the prieft. ° 

The chief medicaments here in ufe, are firft and more efpecially lemon or lime-juice, 
Malaget, otherwife called the grains of Paradife, or the Cardamom, the roots, branches, 
and gums of trees, about thirty feveral forts of green herbs, which are impregnated 
with an extraordinary fenative virtue. 

The remedies ufed here frequently feem pernicious in thecafe wherein they are given, 
and yet are found very fuccefsful, as an inftance of which, pleafe to take one of the 
molt common medicaments. 

• In cafe of a violent cholic, they give to drink morning and evening for feveral days 
fucceffively a good calabafh of lime-juice and Malaget mixed, and in other difeafes full 
as bontradidtory ingredients. But this is out of my province to talk of thefe things: 
wherefore I feall rather leave it to you and ofters, better judges than myfelf; and only 
add, that how contradi&ory and improper foever thefe medicines may feem, yet I have 
feen feveral of our countrymen cured by them, when our own phyficians were at a 
lofs what to do. 

The green herbs, ’the principal remedy in ufe amongft the Negroes, are of fuch 
wonderful efficacy, that it is much to be deplored that no European phyfician has 
yet applied himfelf to the difcovery of their nature and virtue ; for I do not only ima- 
gine, but firmly believe, that they would prove more fuccefsful in the pra&ice of 
phyfic than the European preparations, efpecially in this country, becaufe before they 
reach us they have loft all their virtue, and. are moftly corrupted : befides which, our 
confutation is in fome meafure changed here by the climate ; and therefore this country- 
remedies, m all probability, are better for our bodies than the European. 
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Thofe who arc to come to this country, may, if they ploafo, endeavour to explore 
thefe plants ; for my part I Avail here take my leave of them, with only informing 
you, the better to evince the Arango efficacy of thefe herbs, that I have lev oral times 
obferved the Negroes cure fuch great and dangerous wounds with them, that 1 have 
Hood amazed thereat. 

After all the above-mentioned methods have boon tried and prove ineflbdtual, and 
the patient expires, this furnilhes his relations with frelh bufmefs ; they are now to 
enquire into his death, or why he would die : for though it is probable and apparent 
that he died a natural death, occasioned either by ficknefs, extreme old age, wounds 
or fume mortal diftempor, this will not iktisfy them in the lcaft ; it muA certainly pro- 
ceed from fome other caufe, according to the proverb, “ Death is never without a 
oaufe which is no-wherc in the world better believed than here. Immediately the 
prielt and the relations mutt enquire whether the deceafed was ever perjured in his 
life ; if he was, they believe they have difeovored the caufe of his death, which was a 
punifhmcnt to the perjury : but if he he found innocent of this, the next inqueft to be 
made is, whether he had any powerful enemies, who may have laid Fetiches in his 
way, which might occalion his death (thefe Fetiches I have before ddcribcdj, upon 
which J'ometimcs fome of his enemies are attacked and examined very clofely ; and if 
he has been accuilomed to fuch practices, though never fo long pall, he will hardly 
come oft' with a whole Ikin. 

T cannot here pals by what happened to myfolf eight years paft, when 1 was at 
Axim : I was adviled, in order to the advancement of the Company’s trade, to fend a 
meflenger to the King of Dinkira ; in purfuance of which, I feat one of my fervants 
with a handlbmu prefent to him, who received him and the p relent very civilly, and was 
very well pleafed with both. The Brandenburghers had alio lent one of their young 
men with a prefent to him at the fame time } whom this King received, as well as his 
prefent, with very great marks of friendllnp, he defiling to live in a good under (land- 
ing with the Europeans. Both thelc fervants waited at this prince's court, exposing 
that he by the lirlt convenience fliould difpateh them both to their matters ; but after 
refitting there in expe&ation about fix weeks in vain, he died : which accident expofed 
tboir lives to the utmoft danger ; for the relations of the deceafed, ridiculotilly fuppof* 
ing they had qccafioned his death, feized and bound them ; after which tliey made 
enquiry by their prielts whether the prefents they brought were not poifoned or con* 
jured : but thefe cheats were at this time fo honeft, that in appearance, according to 
their religious rites, they pronounced them innocent and declared them free ; upon 
which they were immediately relcafed, and delivered from their dreaded death, and 
afterwards difpatched back to us with prefents. By this you may fee how we fall into 
danger here in this country, without the Ifcaft reafon to fufped or fear it. But now to 
return where I left off. 

If there be no fufpicion of poifon, then enquiry is made if -his wives, children, and 
other perfons about him, and his Haves, have attended him with due care, or been 
liberal enough in their offerings : but if no deficiency can be here found, and confe- 
quentjly the caufe of the perfon’s death is yet undiscovered ; then they have rccourfe to 
the moft common and laft refuge, which is always at hand ; the man died becaufe he 
was deficient in the performance of his religious rites ; which wo have already deferibed 
atlarge. 

Then, the prieft goes to the dead perfon, and afks him why he died : if you afk who 
is the refpojifcr, I believe that Simon de Ures, who always brings the devil in for a 
lhare of the play, as very frequently converfing with men, would lay, or rather fwear, 
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that he, in the ihape of the deceafed or their falfe god makes the anfwer : but if you 
would have my featiments, I really believe the dead, the devil, and the falf e god, are 
tdl three equally dumb, and therefore uncapable of aafweriag : but the true anfwerer 
is the roguilh prieft himfelf only j who informs the relations as it bell fuits his Intprefl-^ 
that his god and the dead have made fuch anfwers ; which to be fure, as before, are 
thofe which agree bell with their ends, and feem to have the greatell appearance of 
truth. This decifive anfwer of the prielt palfes for unqueftionable truth ; and accord- 
ing to what he fays they always 'adjull their affairs. 

But now I remember, that I have found it in a certain author, or rather more than 
one, laid down as a pofitive affertion, that the Negroes in doubtful cafes direclly apply 
themfelves to the devil and afk advice of him, governing themfelves according to his 
anfwer : but on my own experience, I can affure you that it is utterly falfe a nd 
groundlefs ; and what is moll commendable in them, is, that they do not delire fuch 
a near acquaintance with the devil ; and all their quellions of moment in time of need, 
are addreffed to their falfe god, or rather in effect to their priefts, without ever fo 
much as thinking of the devil or his attendants ; much Iefs in hidden or doubtful 
cafes do they alk advice of him, or oblige themfelves to fquare their affairs to the rule 
of his anfwer. 

The cullomary quellions to the dead are put in feveral manners : for inllance, fome 
men take the dead body in prefence of the prielt upon their lhoulders ; and then it is 
alked, “ Did you not die for fuch a caufef” If he did, the men who hold Him, 
by I know not what hidden impulfe, are obliged to incline the body towards the 
querent ; which is taken for an affirmative anfwer : otherwife they Hand Hill. 

As foon as the tick perfon is expired, they fet up fuch a difmal crying, lamentation, 
and fqueaking, that the whole town is filled with it ; by which it is foon publilhed that 
fomebody is lately dead : befides which, the youth of the deceafed’s acquaintance 
generally pay their lalt duty of refpedt to him, by firing feveral mufquet-lhot. 

If the deceafed be a man, his wives immediately lhave their heads very clofe, and 
fmear their bodies with white earth, and put on an old worn-out garment ; thus ad- 
julted, they run about the llreet like mad women, or rather fhe-furies, with their hair 
hanging upon their cloaths ; withal making a very difmal and lamentable noife, con- 
tinually repeating the name of the dead, and reciting the great actions of his pall life : 
and this confided tumultuary noife of the women lalls feveral days fiicceffively, even 
till the corpfe is buried. 

If a principal man is killed in battle, and his companions have no. opportunity, by 
reafon of the continuance of the war, to fecure, hide, or bury his body (for the funeral 
rites mull be performed in their own country), his wives are then obliged in all that in- 
terval, to be in mourning, and a fhorn head. 

A long time after, perhaps ten or twelve years, as opportunity offers, the funeral 
ceremonies are renewed, with the lame pomp and fplendour as if they had died a few 
days pall : on which occafion alfo his wives again put on their mourning, cleanfe and 
adjull themfelves as before. 

Whilll the women are lamenting abroad, the nearell relations fit by the corpfe, 
making a difinal noife, waffling and cleanfing themfelves, and farther performing the 
ufual ceremonies: the diftant relations alfo affemble from all places, to be prefect, at 
thefe mourning rites ; he that is negligent herein being fure to bleed very freely if he 
cannot urge lawful reafons for his abfence. 

The town’s people and acquaintance of the deceafed come alfo to jojp their lamen- 
tations, each bringing his prefent of gold, brandy, fine cloth, lheets, ©1 fomethiag 
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elfe ; which, it is pretended, is given to be carried to the grave with the corpfe; and 
the larger prefent of this nature any perfon makes, the more it redounds to his honour 
and reputation. 

During this ingrefs and egrefs of all forts of people, brandy in the morning and 
palm* wine in, the afternoon arc very brilkly filled about; fo that a rich Negro’s 
funeral becomes very chargeable : for after all this, they are richly doathed when put 
into the coffin ; befides which feveral fine deaths, gold Fetiches, high -prized corals, 
(of which I have feveral times fpoken ), Conte de Terra, and feveral other valuable 
things are put into the coffin to him, for Ills ui'o in the other life, they not doubting but 
he. may have occafion for them. 

The value and quantity of his coffin, furniture is adjufted in proportion to what the 
deceafed left his heir, or perhaps to the heir’s couveniency. All this being over, and 
the relations and friends met together, after two or three days the corpfe is buried ; 
before which a parcel of young foldiers go, or rather run, continually loading and dif- 
charging their mufqucts, till the deceafed is laid in the ground : a great multitude ofy 
men and women follow without the leaf order, fomc being filent, others crying and 
Shrieking as loud as poffible, whillt others are laughing as loud ; fo that all their grief 
;is only in appearance. 

As foon as the corpfe is in the ground, every one goes where they plenfe, bid moll 
to the houfe of mourning, to drink and be merry, which lafts for feveral days fuccof- 
iively ; fo that this part of the mourning looks more like a wedding than a funeral. 
They lbmethnes keep a King, or a very great perfon, a whole year above ground ; 
and to prevent putrifafition, they lay the corpfe upon a wooden utenlil, like a grid-iron, 
which they put over a very gentle clear fife, that by flow degrees dries it : others inter 
their dead privately in their own houfes, though they give out that they preferve the 
corpfe in the former manner, and that in due time they will fee the funeral rites lblcmnly 
performed. The day being come, when the King is to be publicly buried, public notice 
thereof is given, not only to the people of his own nation, but other countries, which 
occa lions i'uch a vail concourfe as is really furprifmg, each being curious enough to 
come to fee the funeral folemnitics, and it is certainly very well worth while ; fmee, on 
■this occafion, every-body is as richly habited as poilible, and one may fee more pomp 
anti fplendour in one day, than at other times in l'everal years. 

In fuch funerals as thefe, l'everal ilaves of the deceafed are killed and facrificed on 
Ins account, in order to ferve him in the other world ; as are alfo fome of his wives 
and cfpecially the Boffums, or thofe winch he in his life had dedicated to his falfe god, 
•being one of his wives, and one of his principal fervants : but what is moll abominable, 
is, that feveral poor wretched men, who, through age or inability, are become inca- 
pable of labour, are fold on purpofe to be made victims in thefe acctirfed offerings. 

It is a moft deplorable fpectacle to fee thefe miferable creatures killed in the moll 
•barbarous manner in the world ; what with hacking, piercing, tormenting, See. they 
endure a thoufand deaths. 

It was not without the utmoft horror that I law eleven perfons killed in this manner; 
amonglt which there was one, who, after having endured a great deal of exquifite 
torture, was delivered to a child of fix years of age, who was to cut off his head, 
which it was about an hour in doing, not being ftrong enough to wield the fabre. 

Thefe human famfices are in ufe amonglt thofe Negroes who are not fully fubjedt to 
our government, and live very diftant from our forts ; but where we have any au- 
thority we dojaot fuffer them, though they will privately remove to other places, in order 
to perpetrate this viliany. 

' 8 . The 
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^ The Negroes generally build a fmall cottage • or hut, or elfe plant a little garden of 
rice on the grave, into which they throw feveral' worthlefs goods of the deceafed, but 
not houfehold fluff or other valuable moveables, as authors would have it : there is no 
fuch cuftom. at prefent " r and, I. believe, if L can judge of their nature*- never was in 
ufe, unlefs in the days of Methiafalem, which is a little too far for either' they or me 
to look. 

At Axim, and:other places, they place feveral earthendmag.es on-the graves, which' 
are wafhed one year after the funeral ; when they renew the funeral > ceremonies in as 
expenfive a. manner as at the interment itfetfi 
The Negroes are ftrangely fond of being buried in' thor own country fo that if any 
perfon dies out of it," they frequently bring his corpfe home, to be buried, unlefs it be 
too far diflant r . in which- cafe they bury him there-; and if he have any friends or ac-- 
quaintance there, they cut off' his head, one arm, and one leg, which they cleanfe, 
boil,, and carry to his own couatry, where they are interred with frefh folemnity, as 
creditably as fuits with the circumftances of. the defuncit.- 


h-ETTER Xiv; — DefcriBing the' tame and •wild Quadrupeds ; andfirfithe tame, vizi- 
Bulls, Cows , Sheep, Goats, Horfes, AJfes, Hogs, Dogs , Cats, Rats , and Mice: 
after having treated of the Nature of thefe , the Author pajfes ti the tame feathered'' 
Kind^ as -Hens, Ducks , Turkeys, and Doves : after which he comes to the wild BeaJTs. 
— A complete Defer iption- of the Elephant, and forte Writers on that Subject charged 
with Errors: of the Bujfoloes , Tigers, Wood-bounds or wild Dogs, Caymans, wild 
Boars ; feveral Sorts of Harts, Hares, Porcupines, Hedge-hogs, Sluggards , wood or 
wild Rats, Boutees, Civet-cats, wild Cats, Mujk Mice, Bcrbes, Squirrels, Kokeboes , 
Legnanes, Arompos; feveral Sorts of Apes, various Kinds of Lizards, Salamanders ; 
and a large Account of the Camelion , extracted from Monfieur de Bruyris Travels ; 
with the Difference betwixt thofe of Africa and thofe of Smirna.. 

Sin, 

PURSUANT to my' promife in- my laft,. to give you a defeription of the animals of 
this country, I intend. in this to treat of the four-footed beafts and tame birds; the 
inlefts and wild; fowl' being referved to another opportunity. 

Beginning to deferibe the animals of this country, the firfl which offer themfelves to 
our view amongft the tame kind,, are the homed cattle,, fuch as -the bulls, oxen; cows, 
■mats, &c. D inkirka, Afiante, Akim, and- other in-land ' countries, abound with 
great numbers of thefe ; but by reafon of. the diftant fituatioa of thefe places, only a 
few bulls and cows are brought to the-coaft : but at Axim,-Pocquefou,.Elmina, and 
'Acra, great quantities are bred, and. more efpecially at or about Acra, becaufethe 
opportunity, is- there very ■ convenient to - bring them from the countries' of Aquamboe “ 
and Lampi. 

In, all other places of the Gold Coafbwe only find bulb- and cows* for the Negroes 
are ignorant of the way of gelding bullocks into- oxen. At Axim thefe' catde have- 
indifferent gpod.pafture v and. accordingly, thrive and fatten very well* as alfo amoagft- 
the Brandenburghers atEocquefou and Acra; but at -Elmina. and the circumjacent 
country, they, are always dry. and lean,, and confequently do not prove-very delicate* 
This is the only place, by realbn ofthe Negroes ignorance, where the cows- are milked j- 
but they yield fuch a quantity of. wretched- milk, , that- twenty: or thirty are fcarce fufi- 
tient to- fupply the dire&or-generaTs. table.- 
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Thefe are Jo very light and finall, that one of the heft cows, in her full growth, doth 
not weigh above two hundred and lifty pounds, though by their hulk they might rea- 
Jfonably "be thought to weigh one half more ; hut all animals in this country, whether 
human or irrational, however they may be indifferent large; yet are very light, which 
I am apt to think proceeds from their forry food, which, infteadof a firm, produces 
only a fpongy, loofe, and tough fldh ; hence all their beef is of an ungrateful tafte : 
not with Handing all which, about twelve pounds fterling is commonly given for one of 
thefo beads. 

The calves, which might rcafonably be exported to be good, are but very indillerent, 
by reafon of the poor milk they fuck from the cows ; f<> that both bed and veal prove 
here but vevy forry meat. 

There are great numbers of fheep, if I may fo call them, nil over the coafl, but 
yet they are very dear. Thefe fort of cattle arc limped like ours in Kurope, front which 
they differ only in iize, being not above half as big : they have no. wool, but that 
want is fupplied with hair ; fo that here the world looms inverted, for tile Ihcep are 
hairy and the men wooly; that excrement in the Negroes being more like wool than 
hair. 

Our mutton here does not bear the leaf! fimilitudo to that of Kurope, this being very 
dry, infomuch that a nice eater will very leldom cat of it; and the common people, 
who are not very good at diltinguilhing tulles, are obliged to forbear it, bceaufe 
their purfes will not reach it. Well, let them be as bad as they will, the price is 
generally about feven or eight and twenty ftiillings fterling. If any perfon is a great 
lover of mutton, he may improve to a tolerable degree, by gelding a young ram, and 
fattening him with fried barley meal; after which, though he is not comparable to 
European mutton, yet a curious palate may juft bear it. 

Goats are here in innumerable abundance : they differ from thefe in Europe chiefly 
in fhape, being very fmall, but much fatter and more llefliy than the Iheep ; for which 
reafon feme men prefer them, efpecially the lie-goats, which, gelt young, in a Ihort 
time grow bigger and very fat : the price of a full-grown goat is here about twelve or 
thirteen (hillings Englilh money. 

I cannot omit a ridiculous opinion of the Negroes concerning the goals : they tell us, 
and alfo believe thcmfelves, that in the beginning of the world there was a certain 
goddefs, who ufed to anoint herfelf with odoriferous ointment and oil ; which the lie- 
goats perceiving, applied thcmfelves to her, defiring that (he would pleafe to anoint 
them with the fame ointment, which Ihe leemed to confent to ; but, indeed, inltead 
of the odoriferous, defignedly took a box of {linking ointment, with which ihe 
anointed their bodies, whence they fmell fo ftrong to this day. The he-goats, knowing 
no better than that it was the true unguent, were very well plealbd with it, and 
their breed continuing in the fame opinion, whenever it rains, fly always to Ihelter 
themfelves fomewhere, left the water Should wafti off their delicious feent. What 
think you of this, iir ? Dare you affirm that beafts, in former days, did not fpeak, after 
fuch convincing proof as this ? 

You muft not expett that their horfes flhould be like Sejanus’s horfe, or Alexander’s 
Bucephalus : and as their riders have no reafon to fear the accident occafionod by the 
former, fo they' muft not expedfc the courage of the latter. They arc Ibmcwh'at 
more like the northern horfes in fize, though nothing near fo well fhuped. On the 
Coaft we have none, but there are great numbers in the in-land country ; they are very 
ill-lhaped : their heads and necks, which they always carry downwards, are very like 
thofe of an afs; they go as if they were falling, and will not ftir forwards, unlefs 
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forced on by blows, without which they would move but very flowly ■ they are fo very 
low, that a tall man, fitting upon their backs, may very near touch the ground with 
his feet : but I (hall fay no more of them. ' ° 

There are alfo afles enough here, which are fomewhat higher than the horfes, and 
in their kind handfomer. We formerly had three or four on the fhore, but thev do 
not live long, for want of good feeding, as I fuppofe. I do not find that the Negroes 
ufe them to carry burthens, but only to ride upon j for which purpofe, indeed, thev 
are as good as the horfes here. 

Nor is there any want of hogs in the leaf! ; but thofebred by the Negroes, are really 
worth nothing, the fleih is fo Saggy and the bacon fo forry ; but thofe which we fatten 
ourfelves may pafs for tolerable ones, though they are not comparable to thofe of 
Fida ; which, for the delicacy of the tafte and firmnefs of their bacon, are not only as 
good as the European but better : a hog of ninety pounds weight is here fold for about 
three pounds fterling, notwithstanding they are fo indifferent as I have told you. 

To complete our tame quadrupeds, I lhall touch upon their dogs, cuts, rats, &c. 

The Negroes are great lovers of dog’s-flelh ; hence it is, that thofe who bring a dog 
here may fell him dear enough, the Negroes willingly giving a fheep for him, if any 
thing large, and fome will add iomething to-boot, in order to put him into their bark- 
ing or dog-fchool ; out of which they fell their puppies at the deareft rate. They pre- 
fer dog’s-flelh for their eating to that of cattle, and accordingly efteem a meal of that 
the bell treat they can take or give. 

In procefs of time our dogs alter ftrangely here ; their ears grow long and ftiff, like 
thofe of foxes, to which colour alfo they incline ; fo that in three or four years they' 
degenerate into very ugly creatures ; and in three or four broods their barking turns 
into a howl. 

The cats are alfo efteemed ufeful by the Negroes, but I never found that they eat 
them, unlefs forced thereto by neceflity, as fome of our Haves, being under confine- 
ment, often kill and eat of them, if they can catch them ; but we do not find that 
the cats are fubjedt to change like the dogs ; on the contrary, they continue the fame. 

To augment the plagues of this country, it is peftered with fuch prodigious numbers 
of. rats and mice, but efpecially of the former, that they are not a little formidable, 
and do us no finall injury, gnawing and Healing all they can come at. 

Taking our leave of the quadrupeds, it is now fit we fay fomething of the tame 
fowl, whofe fpecies are fo few, that they will not take up much time ; they confiiling 
of hens, ducks, turkeys, and pigeons, the two latter being in our hands j for that the 
Negroes have not any. 

The molt common are the cocks and hens, and therefore deferve the firft place : 
they are in great plenty all over the coaft, in time of peace ; for in war-time, as if thefe- 
animals were refolved to have no fhare in the public calamity, there is fcarce any of 
them to be had ; and the proverbial advice of our Boors, M Take care of your hens, 
the foldiers are coming,” feems to be very well followed here ; for, as in time of peace, 
four of them may be bought for about four Ihillings and fixpence ; fo in war-time, it 
is well if we can get two for that price. 

At Axim thefe fowls are very fat and good, though fmall ; but about Eimina and 
other places of the Coaft, they are fo dry and clean, and contain fo little flefli, that a 
good ftomach would require fomething elfe to make up a meal, after eating three of 
them. 

Next are the ducks, which have been but few years known on this Coaft. I cannot 
tell from what country they were brought j but they have no manner of affinity with 
vol. xvi. 3 k thofe 
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thofe of Europe, not indeed are they much like them ; being one half larger, and of 
another colour, commonly white, or black, white and brown mixt. The drakes have 
a large red knob on their bills, almoft like the turkeys, only it does not hang lb loofe 1 
but firmer, and is very like a cherry : thefe ducks ought to bo eaten young, lor if they 
are old they are tough and infipid. J ° 3 

There arc no turkeys amongft the Negroes, but a few kept here for the director* 
general ; and their flefh is no very great delicacy. 

Wc have great number of pigeons at fome of our forts, all which arc of the common 
fpccics of field or wild-doves; which, when young, afford thole who love ihcm a good fort 
of food. 

Thefe are all the tame animals which I find in this country ; our next: talk is to con- 
fider the wild beads. 

It is but reafonablc that I Ihould begin with that wonderful bead the elephant, who 
is endowed with fo many different, good and remarkable qualities!, that, to rob him of 
the fir ft place among the beads, is a piece of injullice. I ihall not recite a groat many 
particulars concerning him ; cither beeaufe I cannot relate them upon iny own obferva- 
tion, or that l'everal have done it already : befides which, ibmo authors have allowed 
thernfelves to tell us fcveral very ftrangc* and ill-digeftal ilories concerning its copula- 
tion, pregnancy, bringing forth its young, its age, changing its teeth, and l'everal other 
follies; and it is not without rcafon that l call them fo. For, as far as 1 can learn, no man 
in the world ever law how they engendered, nor can tell how long they go pregnant, 
in what feparable places they call their young, or whether they change their teeth or 
not. Thefe arc all wild guellcs, of which we can got no information by tamed ele- 
phants, and, therefore, this knowledge muft come out of the woods ; but how they 
come to converfe fo long with thefe wild beads there as to obtain fucli an accurate ac- 
count of them, I can fcarce believe any-body, except good old Pliny c;ui pretend to it. 
The famous writer concerning all forts of books and hiftorics, fays, according to my 
bed remembrance, in one of his books, that Pliny has long fince been a fabulous 
writer; but. that, at prefont, fcveral of his relations have been confirmed by the dif- 
coveries of judicious travellers. 

None, I believe, will deny that Pliny deferibos feme things truly ; but, on the other 
fide, is, beyond con tradition, wild, groundlefs, and fade. The fore-mentioned famous 
author has frequently been too credulous on account of what he hath heard or read con- 
cerning foreign countries, as a great many examples in his works clearly prove ; which 
is no finall fault in an author ; for, in my opinion at lead, it feems inconlillent with 
a good writer, to lay down as truth all which he can get by hoar-iay of other countries, 
for he ought firft to confider, whether the relater of fttch ftrange things ever had a 
good opportunity of being well informed concerning them. But this carries me wide 
from my fubjefit ; we fhall let Pliny alone, and return to the elephant, whom wc find 
here in Africa to be a bead of twelve or thirteen foot high, and, confcquently, much 
lefs than thofe in Eaft India, fince the writers concerning that country allure us, that 
its height there amounts to more cubits : befides this difference, they do not differ in 
their nature or fhape from thofe in other places. 

Thefe beads prove very prejudicial to the fruit-trees, efpccially orange-trees, Bananas, 
and another fort of figs ; of the lad of which, they eat both fruit and ftem. 

The Negroes alfo affirm, that the elephants, meeting any people in the woods, never 
offer any violence to them ; but that, if the foot levelled at them miffes, they grow 
very wild. But 1 have obferved direbtly the contrary of one of them in our garden at 
Ilmina the lad year, of which I have enough to relate to fill a whole letter 5 wherefore 
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I beg your patience till I have difpatched this and two more, when I intend to entertain 
you with an entire hiftory of our elephant and tiger-hunting • not doubting but that 
account will afford you fomething uncommon and agreeable : wherefore fufpend your 
curiofity fo long, and permit me at prefent to recite what the Negroes and others affirm 
on their own knowledge, that they follow men into the water, where they put them 
into no fmall fright by their purfuit. At Rio de Gabon, four, five, and more ele- 
phants have frequently paifed by me and my company without offering us any injury, 
but we were not courageous enough to prefent them with a Few bullets, though very 
well ftored ; for they are very difficult to be killed, unlefs the ball happens to light be- 
twixt the eyes and the ears ; to which end, the bullet ought to be iron aifo. Their 
fkin is as good proof againft the common mufket lead-balls, as a wail ; and if they hit 
the mentioned place, becomes entirely flat. 

The country here where the greateft number of elephants are found, is chiefly that 
before we come at the Gold Coaft, and is, from the multitude of their teeth which are 
there traded for, properly called the Tooth, or Elephants’ Tooth Coaft, extending to 
the Gold Coaft, and takes in the country of A wine, Jummore, Equira, Abocroe, 
Ancober, and Axim, feveral elephants being daily killed in the faid places ; and the 
wilder and lefe inhabited the lands are, the larger quantity of elephants and wild beafts 
are found. 

Ante alfo doth not want thefe beafts, there being not only in the in-land country 
multitudes of them fhot, but befides that they come daily to the fea-fhore, and fo near 
our forts, that they are in fight of our people, and do a great deal of mifchief. 

In the tra£l of land betwixt Ante and Acra, there are a few, though not fo many 
as in the former countries, becaufe this place hath long been reafonabiy well peopled, 
except the country of Fetu, which, for five or fix years pall, hath lain almoft wafte ; 
wherefore there is a much larger number of elephants there at prefent than formerly. 

A great part of the country about Acra lying wafte and uninhabited, a great quan- 
tity are annually killed here. In the year 1697, one of an uncommon magnitude was 
killed near Acra, juft by our fortrefs, and no doubt but that he was at leaft full-aged, 
his two teeth weighing two hundred and twenty pounds ; from which you may infer that 
he was not very light himfelf. 

In Ardra and Fida there are none, though in my time one was there killed, and the 
Negroes affirmed it was what had not happened in fixty years before ; for which rea- 
fon, I believe he had accidentally ftrayed from fome other country j for the in-land 
countries of Benin (which borders on Ardra), Rio de Calbary, Camerones, and feveral 
other adjacent countries, are fo incredibly overcharged with thefe beafts, that it is to 
be admired how the inhabitants live there. 

The vail numbers of teeth traded for in thefe countries, clearly evince the great 
abundance of elephants here; but whether all thofe are taken from flaughtered 
elephants, or fome of them are found in the woods, or elfewhere, I cannot determine : 
though I am apt to think that here they come by them both ways ; from whence it 
ihould that, as fome tell us, the elephants change their teeth ; but this is utterly 
contradicted by the great difference betwixt the teeth themfelves, fome of them weigh- 
ing one, two, or three pounds, and others progreffively heavy, till they amount to 
above one hundred pounds weight : nor is it in the leaft probable, that a folid body, com- 
pofed of fuch hard fubftance as elephants’ teeth, can, in about twenty years’ time, 
grow from one to a hundred pounds weight : how this happens to encreafe, I muft qwa 
I am ignorant. But I have dwelled too long on this fubjeCt ; it is now time to take 
leave and turn to a beaft, which, though vaftly different, yet, in fize, referables the 
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elephant mod of anywhere: I mean the Buflel or Buffalo, which is to ho found all 
over Guinea, but in iuch fmall numbers, that force one is feon in three or four years; 
but fmee I iliall have ait opportunity to fpcak of a place where they more ahomui ' l 
Jhall fay no more of him at prefent, than that their flefh is very good meat, and leave 
the reft to that opportunity. 

Tigers;, not very unlike the Buffaloes in foe, though they very much differ in lavage 
ficrcenefs, arc here incredibly numerous, of four or live forts, which differ as well in 
their foe as fpots. Whether leopards and panthers arc afpccies of tigers, 1 will not 
venture to determine, l'mce l have not yet met with any-body who could heroin ftttis- 
fu&orily inform me. Turning to Pliny, I found him fo ignorantly niillaken, that I 
am refolved, in my defeription of animals, not to name him. The Negroes diflfouilh 
the tigers by leveral names, but how to tranflatc them into our language, 1 cannot °tell : 
Wherefore, palling over the leveral ipecies of them, I foil only inform you, that they 
are all favage, fierce, voracious beads, by means of which, daily tragical accidents 
happen. 

They fparc neither man nor beafi ; but as long as they can fatisfy their appetites with 
the flefh of brutes, they will not make any attempts on mankind ; but that being de- 
ficient, the fir ft of human fpccics that comes in his way is certainly dead. Hut of this 
more hereafter ; fo 1 fhall at prefent only tell you, that however fierce this healt is, the 
young ones may be brought up fo tame that you may play with them, as with a dorr or 
cat : like the laft of which they are bearded. ° 

I have feen about eight of tilde tame tigers brought tip at Elmina, of which the 
dire&or-genoral has at prefent two ; but 1 have oblerved that in all of them their fell 
nature returns in time upon one occafion or another ; and that, though never fo tame 
they are not to be trufted without great cireumfpettion. 1 5 

Next the tiger in ficrcenefs is the jackall or wild dog; which is moflly found about 
Acra and Aquamboe, though there are feme now alfo hereabouts. This beafi is fo 
bold, that it femes and devours whatever comes in its way, whether man or beafi, fucli 
as cows, hogs, fheep, &c. 

At night they come under the walls of our forts at Acra fo feme our hogs, or fnatch 
a fheep out of the flail ; by which means fevcral of them are caught in the following 
manner:— -Our garrifon lay fevcral well-loaded mufkets wirh the lock covered with a 
fmall box, to which a cord is faifcenod with a piece of mutton, and fo placed, that they 
no fooner attempt to faze it than the inufket goes off; and they, in the reward of their 
thievery, get three or four bullets in the head. This expedient feldom iniffos, if due 
care be taken in laying of the muikets. 

The Cayman, better known by the name of crocodile, claims the next place in our 
defeription of rapacious bcafls, for fo I call the crocodile alfo, not becaufe 1 have ob- 
ferved him to be fo; not having ever heard, during the whole time of my residence 
here, that they devoured either’ man or beafi ; but becaufe 1 have both read and be- 
lieve fevcral relations of their voracious fiercenofs. 

‘ A11 the live ™ ™ this country are peltered with vafl fhoals of them, efpccially at 
Latna and Boutry ; <it the latter of which I have feen lifcy in one day s und timongft 
thefe forme that 1 quelled to be about twenty foot long. " ° 

The crocodile is already deferibed by leveral authors; wherefore I fliall only add 
what they have forgotten or omitted. Their bodies are covered with luch a hard Ikin 
and fquare feales, that it is impoffible to kill them with a mufket-ball ; and the caps 
which the Negroes make of it are as hard as bone, and cannot be cut through with 
pne ftroke of a hanger, being very like the land toxtoife-fliell. Their bellies are fofter, 
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■which, therefore, they do not frequently expofe to danger j fo that they can hardly be 
foot dead at any other place than their heads. On very hot days, when the fun fhines 
very warm, great numbers of them lie balking on the banks of the rivers ; and as foon 
as they perceive any men near-hand, they fleal towards the rivers and plunge them- 
felves into them with great violence, immediately foeltering themfeives under water. 
Thefe creatures do not feem fwift enough to run after, and overtake men, who are fly- 
ing from them by land, fuppoflng them not to fleer a crooked courfe to avoid them, 
though it may be poffible ; I fhould not much fear them on land, any more than I 
fliould trufl them in the water, though, indeed, I never heard any mifchief they did 
there. 

Their colour is dark brown, and they may pafs for very ugly beafls. 

And as for their crying, and other fubtleties to catch men, I believe it as much as the 
Jews do the Gofpel. 

The fierce wild boars are reckoned among the rapacious beafls j and, indeed, thofe 
in Europe very defervedly : but here on the Gold Coafl we have very few, and thefe 
not near fo wild as in Europe. I have feveral times eaten of them here, and found 
them very delicious and very tender meat, the fat being extraordinarily fine. 

Next thefe voracious beafls we come to a milder fort of wild beafls : amongfl which 
I fhall firfl treat of the harts ; with which fpecies this country mofl plentifully abounds, 
they being found all along the Gold Coafl in incredible numbers, efpedally at Ante and 
Acra, where we fometimes fee droves of one hundred together. 

The Negroes tell us that thefe beafls are fo fubtle, that in all marches they detach one 
of their number as a fentry to watch whether any man be near, and advertife the reft* 
for the truth of which I will not be obliged, but remember to have read" fomething of 
that nature of thofe of other countries. 

There are about twenty feveral forts of thefe beafls here, fome as large as fmall cows, 
others no bigger than fheep, cats, &c. ; mofl of them are red, with a black lift on the 
back, fome of them red beautifully flreaked with white. All of them are very good 
to eat, but more efpedally two forts, which we alfo efleem very delicate. The firfl 
fort are of a pale moufe colour, and, though they are both of one fpedes, yet they 
differ fomewhat in their fhape ; the feet of one being a little higher than thofe of the 
other, though the beafls. are both of the length of about two feet. 

There is alfo a fort not above half fo big, of a red colour, which are extraordinarily 
beautiful creatures ; they have fmall black horns and little legs, indifferent long in pro- 
portion to their bodies, but fo very fmall, that fome of them are not bigger than the 
fmall part of a tobacco pipe ; one of which I have fent you fet in gold for want of 
drawing, and, therefore, hope your favourable acceptance. 

There is a hart about four foot long, of a flender fhape ; his feet are very long ; lie 
hath a long head and ears, is of an orange colour flreaked with white. 

Thefe harts are fwifter of foot than mofl men know, but that fort of which you have- 
the foot are extraordinarily fwift, and flrangely agile in leaping for fuch fmall creatures - T 
fome that we have caught I have feen leap over a wall of ten or twelve foot high. The 
Negroes call this the King of harts. 1 

At Apam, Acra and Fida, there is a fort of hares not unlike ours, which plentifully 
abounds at thefe three places ; but with reference to this I have fufficiently detained 
you in my letter defcribing Ardra. 

Here are alfo porcupines, but no great number, or at leafl very few of them are- 
brought to us. They grow to the height of two, or two foot and a half, and bite fo 
iharply, that no wooden work can withstand them* 
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I once put one of them into a fat, not doubting but I had very well fecured him, but 
in one night’s fpace he eat his way through, and that at the middle where the ftaves 
were moft bent outwards. 

This beaft is fo daring, that he ventures to attempt the Iargeft, and moft dan- 
gerous ihake ; of which more hereafter. When he is provoked, he {hoots his quills 
(which are about two {pans long), at both man and beaft, with fuch violence, that if 
they happen to hit on a board they flick in it. The Negroes and fome Whites highly 
value its flefh as very nice food. 

I have here alfo feen a fort of creatures not unlike our hedge-hogs, only they cannot 
roll themfelves as ours are accuftomed to do. 

There is a creature, by the Negroes called Potto, but known to us by the name of 
fluggard, doubtlefs from its lazy fluggilh nature ; a whole day being little enough for 
it to advance ten fteps forward. 

Some writers affirm, that when this creature has climbed upon a tree, he doth not 
leave it until he hath not only eaten up the fruit, but the leaves entirely, and then de- 
fcends fat and in very good cafe, in order to get up into another tree ; but, before his 
flow r pace can compais this, he becomes as poor and lean as it is poffible to imagine ; 
and, if the trees be high, or the way any thing diftant, and he meets with nothing on 
his journey, he inevitably dies with hunger, betwixt one tree and the other. Thus it is 
reprefented by others, but I will not undertake for the truth of it, though the Negroes 
are apt to believe fomething like it. 

This is fuch a horribly ugly creature, that I do not believe any thing befides fo very 
difagreeable is to be found in the whole earth ; its fore feet are very like hands, the 
head ftrangely disproportionately large ; it is of a pale moufe colour, but it was then 
very young, and his Qdn yet fmooth ; but when old, as I faw one at Elmina in the 
year 1699, it is red and covered with a fort of hair as thick fet as flocks of wool. I 
know nothing more of this animal, than that it is impofiible to look on him without 
horror, and that he hath nothing very particular but his odious uglinefs. 

There are a fort of beafts which lurk in the fields here, like rats, but bigger than 
cats ; we call them wild rats. They are continually amongft the fowed corn, and do 
a great deal of damage. 

Their flefh is by fome Europeans and the Negroes held a great delicacy ; and, indeed, 
nothing hinders its pafling for fuch but its difagreeable afpeffc and (ho cking name, 
which create fome averfion in the eater : but thofe who can ftep over this, like it ex- 
traordinarily well; and to remedy as much as poffible its ugly figure, fome cut off the 
head. Feet, and tail, before they bring it to the table ; and then it certainly paffes on 
thofe who do not know what it is, for a very grateful difh ; for they are fat, tender, 
and very agreeable. 

There is alfo another fort of wild rats, which are chiefly found at Axim ; they are 
as long as the former, but their bodies are very flender, and they are otherwife called 
Boutees : very few befides the Negroes eat thefe. They do an incredible deal of da- 
mage to the ftares of millet and rice, that the Negroes have laid up in their houfes ; 
and in one night fpoil more fowed corn, than it is poffible for one hundred domeftic 
rats to do ; for they are not content to fatiate themfelves, and carry off fome with them, 
but they befides fpoil all where they come. 

Here are three or four forts of wild cats ; of which the Civet-cat is one ; which at 
prefen t is lo well known in Holland, that I need only acquaint you that they are brought 
to be fold to us very young, and then we give about eight or nine {hillings fterling 
for one. 
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A large fhare of trouble and careful attendance is requifite to breed them up : their 
food is pap boiled or made of millet, with a little flefli or fifh. They produce civet 
when even very, young; of which that of the males is better than that of the females, 
becaufe the latter cannot avoid urining into the civet bag, which fpoils it. 

I can fay nothing particular of the remaining wild cats, but that they are Ipotted 
like tigers, and are as fierce, doing a great deal of mifchief amongft the hens where 
they can come at them. , 

I have feen very fmall mice, which afford a pleafant and odoriferous mufky fcent, 
but cannot find that they have any bags like the civet-cats j which inclines me to be- 
lieve that the pleafant odour proceeds from the fkin. 

Here are yet three or four forts of fmall quadrupeds ; the firft of which is a kind of 
cat, only its fnout is much fharper, and the body is fmaller, and fpotted like the civet- 
cats. The Negroes call it Berbe, and the Europeans Wine-bibber, becaufe it is very 
greedy of palm-wine. 

The fecond fort are not much bigger than a domeftic rat ; of a red and grey colour, 
mixed with fmall white fpecks in their hair ; the tail being of long hair, fo fpeckled, 
and about three fingers broad ; fo that it very agreeably may reach from behind to 
their head : thefe are alfo called Wine-bibbers, though the name of fquirrel would* fit 
them better. 

The third fort, when full-grown, are about as big again and red. This is a very 
mifchievous creature, and bites very violently ; and flies at man and beaft without 
any diftindtion, if driven thereto by necefiity. It is called Kokeboe, and is a cruel 
perfecutor of cocks and hens, though not in the fame manner as Mr. Focquenbrog 
informs us. 

They have no need of fuch fubtilty, being fwift enough to catch the hens’ and 
ftrong enough to carry them off when they have them. I have had feveral, but never 
found any of them with red buttocks, though I have diligently enough examined 
them. 

What Focquenbrog fays farther, concerning this animal, I dare not confirm ; not 
only becaufe I have not found it fo myfelf, but never yet law the European or Negro - 
who agreed with him. 

The remaining beaft or beafts, for there are more than one fort of them, we are here - 
fo little acquainted with, that I fliall pafs them over without any defcription, and en- 
deavour to give you an account of an amphibious animal, that lives as well- in the 
water as on land ; this is the Leguaen : it is fhaped ahnoft like a crocodile, but feldom 
exceeds four foot in length ; its body is black fpeckled, with round fort of eyes, and 
the fkin very tender. He injures neither man nor brute, the hens only excepted j 
among which he fometimes makes a great flaughter. Several Europeans eat their fiefh, 
and all unanimoufly agree that it is much finer meat than cocks or hens. 

There is an animal who keeps in the woods ; his body is long and Qender ; to which- 
is joined a long tail ; at the end of which is a hairy fort of brufh : he is of a pale 
colour, fomewhat inclining to brown ; his hair is long and thin. The Negroes call 
him Arompo or Man-eater, becaufe his food is dead men, to come at which he greedily 
grubs out the earth of their graves, as if he had notice of fome perfons there hid. 

The Negroes report that having dug to a dead body, he does not immediately fall on 
it, but goes round it feveral times ; to what end I cannot tell ; but they explain it, 
that he thereby hints the unlawfulnefs and a certain fort of impoflibility of feizing 
another man’s goods, without doing fomething, or giving himfelf fome trouble on that' 
account firft.- * 
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Tlie myflery of this i& not hard to unravel. I am apt to think that this beaft is 
feized with a /ear natural to all brutes; and 'therefore only looks round about to fee if 
there be any man likely to force his prey from him. 

It is rime we fay fomething concerning the apes, which are here above one hundred 
thoufand in number, and of fo many various fpecies, that it is really wonderful as well 
as it is impoffible for me to defcribe them all ; wherefore I fhall only touch on fome 
them. 

The firlt and moll common fort, are thofe we call Smitten, of a pale moufe colour, 
and grow to a wonderful lize. I have myfelf feen one of five foot long, and not 
much lefs than a man; they are very mifchievous and bold. It feems incredible 
what an Englilh merchant here affirmed to me for truth ; that behind the Englifh fort 
at TCimba, (where there is a terrible number of thefe apes ; that are fo bold, that they 
will attack a man, as he related,) amor.git fibers they fell upon two of their Company’s 
Haves, which the apes had overpowered, and would have poked out their eyes, if they 
had not been timely refcued by fome Negroes ; for they, to complete their defign, had 
gotten fome flicks ready. 

You, as well as mvfelf, are at liberty what credit to give to this ftory. But, indeed, 
thefe are a terrible pernicious fort of brutes, which feem to be made only for mifchief. 

Some of the Negroes believe, as an undoubted truth, that thefe apes can fpeak, but 
will not, that they may not be fet to work ; which they do not very well love this is 
their opinion of them. 

As the former, fort of apes are very ugly, fo the next are exactly like them, only 
four of them put together would not be fo large as the other ; and their belt quality 
is that they are fo docile that they will learn whatever they are taught. 

The third fort are very beautiful, and generally grow to the height of about two 
foot ; their hair is as black as pitch, and above a finger’s length : th£ybSve a long 
white beard ; whence they are called bearded little men, or bearded monkeys. Of their 
fkins are made the Tie-tie’s caps ; mentioned in another letter of mine. The Negroes 
fell thefe monkeys to one another for about eighteen or twenty {hillings ; and when 
they bring them to us, we do not refufe them at that price. 

There are, belides this, two or three forts of monkeys, each alike handfome, but 
one half lefs than the other, with fhort hair of a mixed colour, partaking of grey, 
black, white, and red: and for the moll part they have a white bread and beard. 
But hold, inftead of a Iheet or two of paper, I could fill a whole book in defcribing the 
various forts of apes ; which I cannot think worth while, and fo had rather difpatch 
this fubjecl out of hand ; only informing you, that of the finaller apes there are not 
above twenty forts: all which are very fine; but what is moft unhappy, fo extraordi- 
narily tender, that it is very rare that we can rear any of them, much lefs bring them 
to Europe. 

I miii yet add, that their thieviflx nature, which feems to come into the world with 
them, is common to all of them ; and I have feen them go very fubtilly to work in tha 
dealing of millet and fruit : in each paw they take one or two ftalhs of millet, as 
much under their arms (if I may fo call them), two or three in their mouths ; and thus 
laden they march away, continually leaping upon their hind legs ; and if they are pur- 
ified, they hold that in their mouth fad, but throwaway the reft, that it may not hinder 
them in their Sight. 

But their carrying fo much Milhio or millet together, is not to be compared to 
their nice curiofity in dealing it ; for every ftalk of millet they pluck is narrowly- 
examined ; and if they do not lie it, they throw it away and pull another : fo that 
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t\is delicacy of theirs, occafions more damage than their thievery. And now I fliall 
bid the apes farewell. # 

Here are every where thoufands of lizards ; efpecially all along by the walls of our 
forts ; whither they come in queft of food, which chiefly confifts in {piders, worms, 
flies, and other fuch like. There are various fpecies of them j fome of the largei 
having a tail about a foot long, and a hand broad ; of a dark colour, and half their 
head red : the reft are about the fame fize, and differ only in colour. 

They are almoft all of them ugly and that to a {hocking degree, except thofe that 
follow, which may pafs for fomewhat more tolerable. 

Thefe are chiefly a fort about half as big as the other, and are green j next to 
which is another fort one half lefs than the laft ; they are of a grey colour, and creep 
all up and down our chambers, cleanfmg them from all fmall vermin: thefe we call 
falamanders. 

That the lizards forewarn men againft fnakes and other venomous creatures, I be- 
lieve to be as true as that the falamanders continue alive in the fire: unleft one would 
affirm that this report is owing to the antipathy betwixt the falamander and the fire, 
that being much of the coldeft nature of all the lizards ; and this opinion I could 
eafily fubfcribe to, at leaft for fo long till fuch are found, which according to the 
ancients live in the fire. . 

To conclude this letter, I {hall add two fmall animals ; which former times have 
prefented us with large, but very wild accounts of. 

The peculiar natural colour of the one is green fpeckled with grey ; and the other 
green, and fire-colour and grey mixed together. Thefe animals are very rare, and 
deferve a more particular defcription. 

Several have already undertaken it, but amongft them all I like none better than 
Father N. N. and Monfieur Cornelius de Bruyn in his travels in Afia. What he hath 
told us I muft entirely confirm, without being able to add. any thing ; thefe here bong 
exactly of the feme nature with thofe he defcribes : wherefore, not being able to pre- 
fent you with a better defcription, I lhall give it you in his own words, fomewhat 
abridged. 

“ Whilft I,” laid he, <c with great fatisfadtion, not much encumbered with the 
prefling neceffides of life, palled my time at Smyrna, I had an opportunity of getting 
fome camelions into my hands ; and bang curious to difcover how ■ long they 
would live, I commonly kept four of them in a large cafe, and fometimes let them 
run loofe in my chamber, and frequently brought them into the great hall of the houfe, 
where the wind breezed through from the fea-fide, when they feemed brifker than 
before, and opened their ihouths to imbibe the fre£h air. 

“ It is firmly afferted by naturalifts, that thefe creatures live on air : and, indeed, ex- 
perience confirms it in fome meafure ; for I never faw urine eat or drink any thing 
except a few flies ; of which hereafter. 

“ It is alfo true, that they frequently change their colour ; I have myfelf feea their 
colour alter three or four times in half an hour, without any colour being thereabouts j 
which I foon drew both in miniature and oil-colours. 

“ The colour which they chiefly change to, is a very fine green fpotted with yellow, 
as beautiful as any pencil can exprefs it ; fometimes alfo it is fpotted with brown fpots : 
and thus is the whole body adorned, tail and all. Sometimes, they change to a brown 
colour like that of moles. 

“ Thor ordinary colour is grey, or rather pale moufe colour ; the {kin very thin and 
almoft tranfparent: they moftly change to a lizard colour. But as to their changing 
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to the ’colour of all dungs, winch are placed near them, experience has informed me 
that thenaturalifts are here in the wrong, for they do not change to red, nor feveral 
other colours ; though I mail own that I have obferved fudden changes in them on 
that account. 

te I never could keep them alive above five months, and moil of them die in four. 
I was very curious to know what their inteftines confided of : wherefore I opened one'; 
in which I found fome eggs, about as big as thofe of fmall birds, being ail joined 
together as if in a thread, but no guts or any thing elfe. The tongue was the mod 
remarkable of all, being as long as the whole animal. With this they catch flies, as 
they tell us ; which is done in the following manner : — The camelion holds himfelf 
very dill, and when a fly comes in his way, he darts out his tongue with utmod 
fwiftnefs, grafps them with the fharp point of it, and draws them in ; to which purpofe 
his large wide mouth, which he opens, is very convenient. 

h If this bead is defirous to defcend from any height lower, he very carefully ad- 
vances, firft one foot and then the other ; which are afterwards followed with the fame 
caution by the hind feet, his tail curling about one thing or other in the meanwhile ; 
by which he can hold fad ; which continues as long as he finds any affidance by it, and 
then fells flat to the ground. Thar march is very flow. 

<c Some would have it that the camelion moflly keeps his mouth open j but I have 
vary feldom obferved it, and fcarce ever when I did not carry them to a place where 
they could have the pleafure of imbibing the air ; then, indeed, they dretched their 
months wide open, and difcovered by their motion and frequent changing their colour, 
the pleafure they were fenfible of. Their eyes are round, very black, and obfervably 
fmall ; but what is mod remarkable, is, that they can diredt one of them to one fide, 
and the ether to another : fo that at once they can look upwards and downward.” 

Thus fer Monfieur de Bruyn ; to which I fhall only add the difference which I have 
obferved betwixt thofe of Smyrna and this country ; which chiefly is firft, that they here 
hve as many years as Monfieur de Bruyn fays months : but then we put them in a 
garden upon one of the trees ; upon which they continue fitting fome time before they 
defcend. They have alfo feveral times been fent to Europe, and got over alive. 

The fecond difference is, that I have not obferved any of thefe here with their mouths 
open, and confequently have not feen the tongue or fly-catching ; which yet does not 
difengage me from believing Monfieur de Bruyn : but on the contrary, I take it for 
undoubted truth what he fays on that head ; for his defeription being fo exact,, it is pro- 
bable enough that he obferved it. 

In all other particulars they entirely agree ; fo that I neither can nor will fay any more 
of them, than that Monfieur de Bruyn might better have compared their eggs to thofe 
of lizards, than of fmall birds ; for I have obferved in all quadrupeds and creeping 
animals which do not bring forth their young, but lay eggs, for inftance, lizards, 
camelions, leguanes, fiiakes, and tortoifes ; that their eggs are not covered with any 
hard fhell, but rather with a thick flefli, which is pliable and weak. What do you 
think, fir, is not this letter fairly lengthened ? 3 think it is ; wherefore it is high time 
to end the feme j having at prefent nothing more than that I am with all my heart. 
Yours, kc. 
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LETTER XV. — Treating firjl of the feathered Kind, viz. of two Species of Phcafants , 
Partridges, wild Pucks of two Sorts, Turtle-doves , Crooked Bills, Snipes, and other 
edible though unknown Birds ; of Crown-Birds, beautiful green Birds, blue and white 
Herons , Portuguefe *, Eagles, Kites ; a certain River-Bird, very fine ; Crown-Birds 
on the Gold Coaji ; Pokkoe, a large Fowl fo called by the Negroes, and valued for his 
Uglinefs ; as alfo another about the fame Size, but handfomer — Of four Species of 
granivorous Birds ; a fmall beautiful River-Bird, Parochites, Parrots , Star-birds^. 
— Of Frogs and Toads, fome of which are very large. — Of the great Numbers and 
various Sorts of Snakes, fome of which have two Heads : of Scorpions ; a Sort of 
Scolopendria, or many footed Worms, and feveral other Species of Infeds. — Of Bees . 
— - Multitudes of Ants, and their f range Nature. — Of the feveral Sorts of Ffh, as 
Brazilian Cod, Jacks, Plaice, Flounders ; a Fifh called Sife Pampher by the Negroes ; 
C — coverer , and feveral other large Fijh ; feveral Sorts of Bream, Stompneufes or fat 
Nofes , Boardmanetjes or Pouts , Mackerel, Safer, Aboc't, Ray, Soles, Dabs, Lobfers, 
Crabs , Prawns , Shrimps, Sprats, Karmou, Mullets and Batavia ; alfo three voracious 
Fijhes, vis. Noordkapers , Sword-Fijhes , and Hays or Requiens. 

Sir, 

IN my laft having at large defcribed the wild quadrupeds and tame fowl ; it remains 
that I Ihould treat of birds, reptiles, infefts, and fifh. 

To begin our account of birds, with thofe which are edible j I fhall beftow the 
firft place on the pheafant : of which vaft numbers are found about Acra, in the pro- 
vince of Aquamboe, in and about Apam in the Acrafe country ; bang extraordinarily 
beautiful, and about the fize of a hen ; their feathers fpeckled with a bright blue and 
white, encircled with a fky-coloured ring about their necks, about two fmgers broad, 
and adorned with a very fine black tuft on their heads : in a word, it is as beautiful a 
bird as nature furnifheth among the terreftrial fpecies, and next to gold (which I always 
efteem the mod precious) is the moft charming rarity that Guinea produces. 

There is a bird which we here call the Fidafe pheafant, becaufe they are moft fre- 
quently obferved in that country, though they are befides fometimes caught on the 
Gold Coaft. " 

This bird is almoft as big as the former, though not near fo beautiful. His body is 
grey and white, a little fpeckled with blue : his head is bald, and covered with a hard 
callous fkin, which is all over knotty : his bill is yellow ; from whence to the head 
grows out on each fide a red jollop. 

To the pheafants it will be proper to add the partridges ; of which there is a vafl 
quantity all over the Gold Coaft, though we have no great numbers of them to eat, 
by reafon of the want of fportfmen : but at Fida they are as plenty as can be defired, 
and at a very low price ; and when in feafon are very good food. 

Nor do we want wild ducks, which are here very delicate, and only differ from 
thofe in Europe by being fomewhat fmaller. 

There are here two forts of them j of the firft of which, during the whole time of 
my refidence on the Coaft, I have feea but two, which were fhot by the director’s 
trumpeter : in fhape and fize they were not unlike other ducks ; but they were of a 
very beautiful green colour, with fine red bills and feet : their colour was fo deep and 
charming, that if they had been alive and to be fold, I fhould not have boggled to have. 

f In Dutch Stier or StervogeL 


* Birds fo called by the Hollanders. 
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frtrea. ten pounds fterling for tliem. It is remarkable that before nor fince that time 
ny pp of that fpedes hare been feen. 

And for about four months paft, I have feen but one of the fecond fort j which was 
alfo fhotby one of the garrifon, and was fhaped like the former : his feet and bill were 
yellow, and his body adorned with an equal mixture of green and grey j but not near 
fo fine as the former. 

There are here two, or rather three fpecies of turtle-doves ; the firft are final!, of a 
bay colour, and eat very well, being much tenderer than the fecond, which are of a 
much brighter colour : the third fort, being as tough and large as thefe, are of a very 
beautiful green ; their bills and feet are yellow ; they have a few red feathers, and their 
eyes are encircled with large white fpeckled rings j fome of which are intermixed with 
blue. 

There is a very large rock above our fort at Axim, two or three mufquet-lhot from 
the ramparts ; which is very thick grown with underwoods, where thoufands of thefe % 
two laft forts of turtles harbour, and by xeafon the rock is fo clofely covered with 
thofe plants, we can catch but very few ; for if we Ihoot them, and they fall down, 
they are never found. Every evening they come there to rooft, and in the morning 
take their Sight in quefl of food. 

Crooked-bills and feventl forts of fnipes are very common here ; feveral of them 
prove good food, but mofl are fo tough that they are not very much valued. 

We have here alfo multitudes of all forts of large and fmall birds, which are ihot 
and eaten ; but befides that we are unacquainted with them, they are not diitinguiflied by 
any particular names. 

As for thofe which are not edible, but are only kept for beauty and rarity (fuppofmg 
them to be caught), of the moil common there are feveral at Fida, and in the whole 
country of Ardra, and alfo few at and about Acra. 

Thar legs and body are about the fize of a ftork, and they are called Crown-birds, 
from the great yellowifh tuft or crown intermixed with fpeckled feathers, knitting like 
hogs* briilles, with which their heads are adorned : their bodies are chiefly covered 
with black feathers, and their wings fumifhed with large, red, yellow, white, and 
black quills : their heads are beautified with purple fpots, half a thumb’s breadth on 
each fide, and the forepart of their head is very clofely covered with a perfect black 
downy fort of feathers j which at a diflance feems to be black velvet. 

Thefe birds feem to be in great efteem in Europe, fince we are incefiantly foKcited 
by fome gentlemen to fend them over : and I have been told that they prefumed to 
prefect one of them to the King of England, who was alfo pleafed to accept of it. 
Bat, for my part, I cannot perceive any fuch extraordinary beauty in them ; for befides 
their head and neck, there is nothing very rare ; the reft of their body being rather dif- 
agreeable than fine. 

' Bat the bird of which 1 have fent you the draught, on the contrary, is not lefs beau- 
tiful than rare ; for though mbit of the other birds are to be found all over the coaft 
I never few this anywhere but at Apam, where I am apt to think there are great num! 
here of them ; becaufe lending out two days fuccefiively, in a Ihort time I had one 
brought me fhot dead ; for othenvife they are not ealily taken. 

They are very like a parrot, having exafily fuch a bill, which is dark yellctw ; the 
break and whole under part of their body is of a very fine green colour ; the upper 
part, grey, . red, fky-cokmr and deep blue, very agreeably intermixed : the head 
neck and tail, which are all green, render this bird very charming ; the feathers rife 
®a Ms head like a comb ; he hath large eyes, above and below which are two of the moft 
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beautiful red rays that can be imagined. To conclude, this bird is not to be paralleled 
for beauty. 

Here are two forts of herons obfervable, the blue and the white j both which we 
might have placed amongft the edible fowl, fince feveral here eat therm 

In thefe parts is alfo an unknown bird, as big in the body as a goofe, moftly white, 
which we call Portuguefe, which is alfo eaten by fome few. 

Nor are eagles wanting here, fuch as are in Europe, or at leaft not very different 
from them. 

Here is alfo another ravenous bird on the coaft, very like a falcon, and though but 
a little bigger than a dove, yet he is fo bold and ftrong, that he attacks and flies away 
with the largeft chickens. 

The third fort of birds of prey on this coaft, are the kites ; thefe fteal all they can 
difcover and carry off, befides chickens, whether flefli or fiffi j and thatfo boldly, that 
^they frequently feize the latter in the hands of the Negro-women they are going 
along the ftreet or fitting in the market. 

There is a fowl which harbours near lakes and rivers, and may very well pafs for 
a fine bird ; he is about as large as a chicken, the upper part of his body black or 
brown, fpeckled with white, and the under, either deep yellow or red ; he hath alfo 
a tuft of fpeckled feathers riling like a comb ; and his bill in proportion to his body is 
extraordinarily thick and long. 

I have prefented you with a Fedafe crown-bird, and wilh I could alfo fend you a 
draught of the fort founajon the Gold Coaft, and then you would obferve a great diffe- 
rence, it being twice as fine, and of ten various colours, as green, red, blue, Iky- 
colour, brown, black, white, &c- and what is very obfervable, they have a long tail, 
out of which the Negroes pull the feathers to wear on their heads. We call them 
crown-birds, becaufe fome have a beautiful blue, and others a gold-coloured crown or 
tuft on their heads. Monfieur Focquenbrog mentions peacocks that he faw at the river 
Boutry, which can be no other than thefe birds, for here are no peacocks on. the Coaft- 

There is a bird, which though ugly enough may be efteemed rare ; for I dare aver 
th at the whole world doth not produce his like ; he is exactly of the fize of a goofe r 
his wings are extravagantly long and broad, covered with dark-coloured feathers ; the 
under part of his body is overfpread with afh-coioured feathers, if I may fo call diem, 
for it is really difficult to diftinguifh them from hair : under his neck he hath a crop 
or maw about a fpan long and as thick as a man’s arm, which looks like a red Ikin 
in this he hoards his food, as the monkeys do in their Alfoaches. His neck, which is 
pretty long, and the red knob in the nape, is fumi&ed with feathers as well- as the 
under part of the body ; his head, in proportion to his body, is much too large, and, 
excepting a very few hairs he hath, is very bald ; his eyes are large and black, his bill 
extraordinarily thick and long ; his food is fiffi, of which he devours- as much at once 
as would fuffice four men ; he catches the fifb thrown to him very nimbly, and throws 
them down whole into his crop. He is a great lover of rats, which he alfo fwallows 
whole, and which we have often obliged him to vomit ; for as he runs on the out- 
works of the caftle, to divert ourfelves, we caufe him to be brought above - T when, as- 
though he defigned us a fervice, he brings up a half-digefted rat o'ut of his crop an4 
lays it at our feet. 

It is agreeable enough to fee a little boy, or our dogs fet on him, upon which he 
will very ftrangely arm himfelf for oppofition, pecking and ftriking diem with his bill 
very artificially, and they repulfing him, which, was like two pieces of wood ftruck. 

againft each other, or a pair of fiiappers. ’ - 

Thefe 
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Thefe being all his good as well as bad qualities, I leave you to judge whether he is 
haixdforne or ugly, though I cannot doubt but you will declare him the latter : the 
Negroes call him Pokkoe. 

Another bird is in fize fomewhat like the former, though his neck is much longer. 
When he Hands on his feet and ftretches his neck upwards he is much above a man’s 
height. Our people foot him by* the river of Apam, and we found his feathers black, 
white, red. Iky, and feveral other colours intermixed all over his body ; his eyes are 
large and yellow. This is all I have to obferve of him ; he may very well pals for a 
line bird : his name is equally unknown to me and the Negroes. 

Of another the bill is long and lharp, his body chequered with yellow and light 
blue feathers ; a black femicircle about his neck, a long tail compofed of yellow, blue, 
and black feathers, and a few feathers on his head. 

There is a bird lhaped like the former, and of the fame, fpecies, from which he 
chiefly differs" in that Ins bill is thick, Ihort and black ; the under part of his body , 
black, his back of a beautiful yellow, and his feet as well as bill black. 

There is alfo a bird not very different from the firft in any thing elfe except that 
grey and yellow are intermixed amongft his feathers ; he hath a lharp bill, and in pro 
portion to his fize, extraordinarily long feet and claws. 

Another bird is not above half fo big as the preceding, and lhaped almoft like a 
fparrow ; his colour renders him very beautiful, his head and breaft being as black as 
jet, his wings and feet grey, the reft of his body of a bright red, and it is indeed pity 
we cannot keep thefe birds alive. 

But one far exceeds all the other in beauty : he always harbours about the rivers, 
fattening himfelf with fmall fifh. His wings and the upper part of his body are entirely 
blue, fomewhat inclining tp Iky-colour, as are alfo the feathers of his neck, which are 
pretty long, and the tuft on his head ; his breaft is of a dark yellow, mixed with fome 
blue and red feathers ; his feet and bill of a bright red, and very thick and long. 

Of another granivorous bird, the breaft, the under part of his body and neck, is of 
a reddilh yellow ; his head is entirely black, except a beautiful yellow fpot on the fore 
part, the upper part of his body and wings are black, and his tail is compofed of black, 
yellow and red feathers intermixed. 

Another, about as big again as the former, hath a beautiful red breaft and under part 
of his body j the upper part of his body, wings and tail, as black 'as pitch, and the 
upper part of his head of a bright yellow. 

The fmall parrochites, or Guinea fparrows, are like thofe in Europe ; we have here 
vaft numbers of the lame fpecies, without the leaft difference, which are alfo called 
fparrows, for what reafon I cannot tell. 

The whole coaft, but more efpedally the lower part of it, as Moure, Cormantyn, 
Apam and Acra very plentifully abound with thefe birds ; they are of a green colour, 
mixed with a beatiful red, and fome of them have alfo a few yellow and black feathers! 
Their bill, like that of parrots, is red and crooked. 

They are very beautiful little creatures, and daily, or whenever opportunity offers 
we fend great numbers of them to Holland, where they bear a good value. We gene! 
Tally buy them here at the rate of a Rix-dollar per dozen, but.moft of them commonly 
die in their paflage to Holland, notwithftanding which, a certain author hath adven- 
tured to tell us that they live thirty, forty, or more years, but that muft be once on 
a time, for at prefent of one hundred that we fend over, fcareely ten furvive. 

We have parrots all over the coaft, but not many, and moll of them come from for 
in-land countries. Thofe of Benin, Calbary, and Cape Lopez, are here molt valued, 
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becaufe far-fetched, though their admirers are not aware that they are much elder than 
thofe we catch here, and confequently not fo docile ; but thefe men, like ladies, admire 
what comes from afar. 

All the parrots here on the Coaft, as alfo on the promontory of Guinea, and the 
mentioned places, are blue. 

It would be to wafh an ^Ethiopian, or at leafl an unneceffary talk, to fay much con- 
cerning thefe birds, fince they are fo common in Holland, that they are there much 
'lefs efteemed than here, and bear a lefs price alfo ; for I believe very few in Holland 
would give three, four, or five pounds fterling for a babbling parrot, which is very fre- 
quently done here. 

Thefe, fir, are all the birds which I can recolledk, but you muft not thence infer, 
that there is no greater variety of fpecies : on the contrary, I dare aver, that thefe do 
not amount to a fifth part of what I have feen, to pals by thofe which never occurred 
.to me. 

But I mull have patience till I hear what anfwer you pleafe to fend to my requeft : 
wherefore, to conclude this difconrfe of birds, I fhall yet add one, of which I remem- 
ber to have read wonders : his feathers are reprefented like liars, his voice as loud as 
that of a bull ; and we are told that, when the Negroes are travelling, if they hear 
him on the left hand, they quit their intended journey, and return home : how far this 
relation agrees with truth, I leave you to judge. 

This bird is about twice as big as a fparrow ; his feathers are not in the leait like 
ftars, though indeed he hath a few fmall fpecks, which they will fo conflrue ; but, if 
that be allowed, there are a great many liar-birds in the world. 

His voice or lowing is' hollow and piercing ; but, to compare him to that of a bull, 
is to affert, that a bell of one hundred pounds will give as great a found as that of ten 
thoufand weight. 

As to what concerns the third part of the account of him, I have not much to offer 
againlt it ; for as the world, with refpedl to human life, is liable to a perpetual change, 
and what at prefentis one thing, may, in one hundred years, be altered to another 5 
fo I can ealily believe that the Negroes were formerly fuperlfitious enough to put a flop 
to their travels and return home upon hearing this bird on the left hand, fince at pre- 
fent they do not take it for a good omen ; but now they never break off their journey 
on that account, unlefs it be fome extraordinary bigots, with which all parts are llored j 
but from them no rational character can be drawn. 

Having faid enough of this bird, and the whole feathered kind, I fhall, in the next 
place, fay fomething of reptiles, and whatever approximates to that fort of animals : 
but firft of the toads. 

Toads and frogs are as numerous here as in Europe, the laft being alfo of the fame 
fize; but the firft are not only in as great abundance, and fhaped like ours, but they 
are, in fome places, of a terrible largenefe. 

At Adja, an Englifh village, betwixt More and Connantyn, I have feen fome as 
broad as a common table-plate. When I firft faw them, I took them for land-tortoifes, 
of which we have alfo fome here j but was foon convinced of my error by their leaping. 
The Englifh fa&or told me, that a vaft number of them harboured about that place. . 
They differ from other toads only in largenefs, which renders them very hideous. 

The toads here, as well as in other places, are mortal enemies to thefhakes, and we 
have been eye-witneffes of feveral engagements betwixt them. 

Here are great quantities and variety of fhakes, feme whereof are Hdeoufly great } 
the largeft of thofe taken in my time here was twenty foot long, though in-land T be- 
lieve 
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liere there are yet much bigger ; and we have frequently found in their entrails not 
only harts and other beafts, but men alfo. 

Moft of them are venomous ; but the following are fo to an extraordinary degree, 
and therefore very dangerous. Thefe are fcarcely a yard long, but about two fpans 
thick, and variegated with white, black, and yellow. 

I was once in the utmoft danger of my life by one of thefe ferpents 5 for as I fat at 
A Trim by a rock, which was overgrown with trees and under-woods, one of thefe poi- 
fonous animals was got very near me, when, by a great chance, I was aware of him 
juft time enough to efcape the imminent danger. 

The {hakes infeft not only the woods, but the dwellings of the Negroes, and even 
our forts and bed-chambers, where I have often killed them. 

Several perfons befides myfelf have feen a dead fnake with two heads ; whether 
both were ferviceable to the body, as fome affirm, fince the fnake, as I told you, was 
dead, I could not determine ; nor could I obtain any fatisfa&ory account from the 
Negroes. 

• We have a referve of fome of their fkins ftuft and kept ; one of which is fourteen 
foot long, and within two foot of his tail hath two claws ; which helped him to erect 
himfelf and contributed to his more expeditious march. His head is like that of a pike, 
and flocked with much fuch another row of teeth. 

One fnake is about five foot long ; as thick as a man’s arm, variegated with black, 
brown, yellow, and white ftreaks, very agreeably mixed. 

The moft curious part of this reptile is his head, which is very broad and flat. He 
injures neither man nor beaft, any otherwife than by a very finall horn, or rather tooth, 
which irregularly from the upper jaw ftrikes through his nofe, and is white, hard, and 
fharp as an awl ; and the Negroes going barefoot very often infenfibly tread on them, 
by reafon that when thefe creatures meet with any repaft, they fo fatiate themfelves, 
that they fall into fuch a found fleep, that it is no fmall noife that can awaken them : 
wherefore they are very eafily taken or killed. 

Next to this ferpent is a large fcorpion ; this is alfo fumifhed with fuch claws and 
feet, and their whole bodies covered over with long hair. 

Very few are ignorant how pernicious this animal is to mankind. Some of them 
have a fmall bladder full of poifon, of half a finger’s breadth, at the end of their talk, 
which they fpurt out when they ftrike either men or beaft ; and this is unavoida- 
bly fetal. 

The fcorpioas, in my opinion, ought to be reckoned amongft die number of infers, 
as well as the Millepedes, ox Hog-lice, which are called Centepees by the Portuguefe, 
and are here found to be prodigioufly numerous ; and though their fling is not fo dan- 
gerous as that of the fcorpions, yet it is certain it occafions a very fharp pam for three 
or four horns ; after which it ceafe^, without leaving the leaft relick of uneafinefs. 

No place in our ports is free from thefe vermin; the longeft of which are about a 
fpan ; they are flat and red interfpe&ed like other worms, having two finall horns or 
rather claws, with which they ftrike. The feet are on each fide of the body, and are 
thirty or forty : their exa£t number I cannot inform you of. 

If I fbould treat of all our infefis, and defcribe each fpecies of them; fuch as the 
bees, crickets, caterpillars, grafhoppexs, and above twenty forts of worms, ants, and 
beetles, I fbould fill two quires of paper ; in order to which I fhould want nothing but 
a perfefi: knowledge of that fubjefr. * 

I wife Mr. Leeuwenhoeck, feat great naturalift, had opportunity to do it ; for I 
believe he would meet with more rarities here than in all other parts of the world. I 
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have fent you herewith, as a fpedmen, a box-full, containing above a hundred of the 
moft rare fpedes of them ; be pleafed to reft contented with them, and a defcripdon of 
a couple of infe&s which I have not there fent ; and firft of the bees. 

The excellence of the Guinea honey is very well known to many ; here are pro- 
digious quantities of that as well as wax about Rio de Gabon, Cape Lopez, and 
farther in the gulf of Guinea j both which we have alfo on the Coaft, though not in 
fuch plenty. 

Confidering the ftrange nature of the ants, thofe enemies to man and beaft, I cannot 
avoid treating of them at large. 

Thefe vermin make nefts about twice the heighth of a man, of the earth, which they 
turn up in fields and hills ; befides which they build large nefts in high trees : from 
which places they fometimes come to our forts and chambers in fuch prodigious 
fwarms, that they frequently oblige us to quit our beds in the night-time ; they are 
ftrangely rapacious, and no animal can ftand before them. They have often in the 
night attacked one of my live Iheep, which I have found a perfeft fkeleton in the 
morning, and that fo nicely done, that the belt mafter of the difmembering art could 
not fucceed fo well, it being impoffible for human hands to have done it fo artificially. 

It is but one of their diverfions to ferve chickens and other fowl in this manner ; nay, 
as fwift as the rats are, they cannot efcape them, and it is pleafant to obferve that as 
foon as one of them affaults a rat he is inevitably gone ; for attempting to run away he 
is attacked by feveral others, till fo many fall upon him that they overpower him, and 
they are fure not to leave him till they grow to a body ftrong enough to remove him to 
a fafe place. 

Really if one confiders the practice of thofe vermin, it would prompt one to con- 
jecture that they had a fort of language current amongft themfelves ; for I have feveral 
times placed a worm or beetle where only one or two of thefe ants were, who imme- 
diately departed and returned in a minute, bringing with them above a hundred, and 
if they were not enough, in a moment more were called : after which they feize their 
prey, and march off with it in good order, all mutually affifting each other in the 
carriage of the burthen. 

Thefe pifmires are of various forts, great and fmall, white, black and red ; the fling 
of the laft inflames to a great degree, and is more painful than that of the millepedes j 
the white are tranfparent as glafs, and bite fo forcibly, that in the fpace of one night 
alone, they can eat their way through a thick wooden cheft of goods, and make it as full 
of holes as if it had been fliot through with hail-fhot. 

That the ants have a king, which is as large as a Crey-fifti, as Monfieur Focquen- 
brog is pleafed to tell us, is what I do not know, and confequently dare not aver. 

Having thus, in my opinion, particularly enough treated of the ani m als which^fly in 
the air as well as thofe on the earth, it remains only to finifli this letter in running 
through thofe who inhabit the fea and rivers. 

The want of flefti and other neceffary provifion in this country renders the fea con- 
fiderable as the principal fupport of human life, without which it were impoffible to 
fubfift here ; for not only the Negroes, but moft of the Europeans live only on fifh* 
bread and palm-oil. So that it is a very great happinefs, and particular providence of 
God, that the fea and rivers here feem eameftly to conteft which fhall produce the bell 
fifh. 

Both afford very good and delicious filh, the principal of which I lhall here exem- 
plify. Firft, the fea here produces a fifh as large as our common cod, which is here 
( called Brazilian cod, being extraordinarily fat and delicate j after which follow — 
vol. xvi. 3 m The 
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The Jacks or Pikes, great and fraall, which in their feafon are very fat and good, and 
not fo hairy as in Holland. 

Here are alfo plaice and flounders ; and though the firfl but feldom appears, yet 
the fecond ate extraordinarily plentiful, though neither fo thick nor io good as ours in 
Holland, from which they alfo vifibly differ in fhape. 

There is another fort of fmall flat fifh here, which in delicacy furpaffes all the reft 
on the co aft ; t?:efe fiih are here called Pifie-pamphers ' which are alfo followed by 
another as fiat, but rounder. 

Here are Hal? Koords. Corcoados, Giltheads, and other large fifh, as black and 
white Carabins, which are cheap and good food for the meaner fort of people. 

Here are bream in very great plenty, of three or four forts ; two of which efpecially 
are very fataad delicate, which are commonly called Jacob Evertxenand Roojeud. 

Among:! the nuidle-fized fifh, are firft the flat-nofes, fo called from' their very flat 
faouts ; they taile like our haddock. 

The fecond fort, which are much lefs, are a fort of Pouts, called by the Dutch 
Bucrdmannetjes, from their hairs like a beard hanging at their chops. 

We have feme times mackarel, though but very few are caught ; but vaft lhoals are 
taken of the Suffer or king’s-filh, as the Dutch call it ; which in their feafon are extra- 
ordinarily fat and good, tailing like eels ; gutted and dried, they are eaten inflead of 
falmon. 

Amongft the fmall fiih, the firfl which occurs is the Aboei, fomewhat like our 
trout, but much firmer and more delicate, they are taken here by thoufands. 

Rav or thorn-back, both great and fmall, are here very good and in prodigious plenty. 
Soles and dabs are here extraordinary, the firfl exceeding ours in Holland. 

Nor is here any want of lobilers, crabs, fhrimps and prawns ; we have alfo thoufands 
of two forts of fprats, great and fmall, both which are very fat when in feafon, though 
the former fo flringy, that they are not much efleemed ; but the lafl are very agreeable 
food, and very good ether pickled like herrings or dried like red-herrings, both which 
ways we yearly preferve great quantities. 

The river-fifh, befides thofe which come out of the fea and flay in rivers, are of 
three forts : firft, Carmou, a white fifh, the largefl of which fpecies are about three 
quarters of a yard long, and of the thicknefs of a man’s arm ; they are fo far from 
being too lean, that they would be very delicious if not too fat and oily. 

The fecond is the mullet, which differs from the former only in that it is lefs and 
hath not fo thick a head, but it is full as good food as the other. 

The rivers produce a third fort of fiih here called Batavia, the largeft of which are 
indifferently good, if they do not tafle muddy, which they, are very apt to do : fome 
of us have (though very erroneoufly) taken them for perch, which they are not in the 
leail like. t 

I could fpedfy feveral other fiih, but I content myfelf with touching upon the prin- 
cipal fpedes, and alluring you that a lover of fifh, as I reckon myfelf, may here meet 
with full fatisfafiion ; he may make a fatiadng filh-meal at five or fix-pence charge ; 
and a foldier, or thofe who cannot afford to run fo high, may eat their fill at half that 
price. I would be here underftood to fpeak of the general courfe of the market, for 
fometimes there is at leall one half difference as well in the price as goodnefs, and it is 
really very melancholy to fee how the miferable meaner fort fubfift when there is no 
fifh, which commonly happens in the ill-weather, or winter, as it is here called ; for 
a£ other times one fort of fifh or another being in feafon, there never is any want. 

However 
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However I fliall yet add a defcription of three fpecies more, that are found on this 
coaft ; which by reafon of their rarity I cannot omit. 

The firft and largeft are called there and elfewhere by the Dutch Noordkapers ; I 
fliall fpeak more particularly of thefe in another place, and at this time only hint that 
on the Coaft in fine weather, when the filhermen are in the beft of their caption, thefe 
filh come towards the fhore, and, as the Negroes afiure us, fo frighten all the fifh, that 
they immediately take their flight, and even the next day not a fifh is to be fieen in 
the fea, fo that they doubtlefs purfue them very clofely. 

The fecond are the fword-filh, fo called by reafon of the flat bone, about a yard or 
an ell long, and a hand’s breadth, which they have at the end of their fnout : this 
bone is fumifhed with about feventeen, nineteen or more fliarp teeth, about a finger’s 
length, on each fide, and moftly rugged, and one more on one fide than the other. 
He is feven, eight, nine and fometimes ten foot long, though he is alfo extraordinarily 
thick. How thefe filh wage war againft whales and other very large fifh, I cannot 
inform you ; for I fliall not fay any thing tending that way, became I never law any fuch 
thing, nor have been at the place where any of thefe Ikirmiflies have happened ; and 
out of anapprehenfionthat I fliould never return, I am not very folicitous to vifit them, 
■efteeming it much better to ftay at home. 

The third fort are Hayes or Requiens, by fome (though utterly wrong) named fea- 
dogs, for they are not in the leall like them. They are very thick as well as very long, 
fome of them betwixt twenty and thirty foot ; their head is broad, flat, and their fnout 
very fliarp-pointed ; as to the reft they are very ugly. This filh is the Negro’s bell 
and moft common food. They are daily taken on the Gold Coaft in great ihoals. The 
Europeans never eat them, by reafon of the toughnefs of their flelh; to remedy which 
the Negroes lay them a rotting and ftinking feven or eight days, after which they are 
greedily eaten as a delicacy, and a great trade is driven in this commodity to the in-land 
country. 

The Haye 'doth not fpawn like other filhes, nor lay eggs (as the tortoife does), but 
calls its young in the manner of quadrupeds. 

Thefe filh do no manner of damage on the whole Gold Coaft jdbut at Fida and 
Ardra, where the flave-frade is managed, they are extraordinarilyrovenous, and in 
my opinion fiercer than the moft voracious animal in the world. 

If any perfon fall over-board, he is infallibly dead, unlefs (which very feldom happens} 
none of thefe filh are near, or he is immediately helped. 

When dead Haves are thrown over-board, I have fometimes, hot without horror, feea 
the difmal rapacioufnefs of thefe animals ; four or five of them together ihoot to the 
bottom under the Ihip to tear the dead corpfe to pieces, at each bite an arm, a leg, or 
the head is Clapped off, and before you can tell twenty they have fometimes divided the 
body amongft them fo nicely that not the leaft particle is left,- nay, not fo much as any 
of the entrails ; and if any one of them happens to come too late for his fhare, he is 
ready to eat up the others, and they attack one another with the greateft violence in 
the world, and mounting their heads and half their bodies above the furface of the 
water, they give one another fuch forcible blows that they make the fea around to 
tremble. 

When the Haye feizes his prey, he is obliged to turn himfelf on his back, becauie his 
mouth is placed far behind and low, wherefore he cannot come at any thing upwards. 

When we fometimes take one of thefe fifh and haul him on board with a rope, we 
are always obliged to keep at a diftance ; for befides his fharp teeth, he ftrikes,with 
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his tail, which is prodigioufly ftrong, and whoever comes near him lofes either an arm 
or a leg, or at leaft hath it broken to pieces. 

I t skfr the reafon why they do not fall on mankind on the Gold Coaft: to be, that 
they can here eafily fatiate themfelves with fmaller fiflh, which is wanting at Ardra and 
Fida, wherefore rather than ftarve they devour human bodies, which I am apt to think 
relifh very well, fince when our Clips depart from thofe places, they fometimes follow 
them for three weeks or a month, waiting for more Caves to be thrown over-board. 

Notwithftanding the rapacious cruelty of thefe filh, yet feme perfons told me as a 
certain truth, that at Cape Vert, where they are ravenous enough, it happened that 
one of our matters, either by misfortune or neceflity (I forget which), was over-board, 
and not being able to fwim very well, was in danger of drowning, but that a Haye, in 
the very lucky minute, foftly caught him by the leg, and carried him on board one of 
our fhips. If this be true, it is a greater miracle than Anon’s engaging the dolphin 
by his melodious harp to waft him fafe to fhore, fince the Haye faved the man without 
any inducement : but to believe this to be true, requires a ftrong faith ; notwithftand- 
ing that, to engage me to it, the very man, the particular day and place are named ; but 
two reafons ftrongly oppofe the truth of this ftory ; firft, the innate cruelty of this filh ; 
fecondly, that whilft on his belly he cannot take any hold ; fo that he molt have lain 
on his back ere he could have feizei this matter, after which he mutt have fwam in 
that pofture. But you will fey perhaps that in his youth he had learned to fwim on his 
back (as our boys commonly do), in order to practice it upon occafion. What lhall 
I fay, my friend ? Nature is very ltupendous in her operations ; let us leave this ftory 
there ; and as to the reft be affured that I palfionately defire always to remain, fir, 
yours, &c. 


LETTER XVI. — Treating of Trees and other Plants ; as firjl of the Palm-trees , and 
their Fruit , and other Properties : — Of four Sorts of Palm-Wine. — Of Cocoa-trees , 
•wild Cocoas or Palmeios. — Oranges and Lemon-trees ; their Numbers and Virtues , and 
where abound Mojl. — A copious Defcription of the Papai-tree, and its Fruit ; alfo of 
the Tree called Pifang , dijlinguijhed into Bakovens or Paquovens and Bananas . — 
What Sort of Fruit the Cormantyn Apples are , and why fo called. — Of Pomegranates 
and vinous 'Grapes . — Of federal forts of wild Trees , fome of which are very high and 
large ; amongst others' the Capot-trees, why fo called. — Where Wood Jit for fine Works 
is produced.— Of the Fruits of the Earth ; and firjl of the Corn , or the greater or lejfer 
Sort (f Milbio or Millet, Rice , Jantbes and Potatoes : — Of all Sorts of Beans: — A large 
Defcription of Ananas \ concerning which fome Authors are contradicted : — Of Water- 
Melons, a very fine Fruit. — Of Malagueta , otherwife called the Grains of Paradife , 
or Guinea Pepper. — Piement, Tarragon and Jinking Tobacco ; of which the Negroes 
are great Lovers. — Of the Manner of boiling their Salt. 

Sir, 

THIS fhall only difcharge the promife of the former, to fay fomething concerning 
the trees here and their fruit, as well as the com and plants of this country ; in which, 
to avoid ail circumlocution, as the cocoa in the Eaft Indies, by way of excellence, is 
numbered amongfl: the firft trees, fo, with equal ijuftice, the palm claims the pre-emir 
nence here ; fince, with the help of bread and filh, it fubfifts molt of the people on the 
Coaft. 


The 
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The firft produce of this tree is its nuts ; which roafted when young tafte very de- 
Iicioufly, and when old are covered with a red hulk or fhell, black on the hinder-part, 
and contain the palm-oil, which is obtained by contufion and expreffion, as that of olives. 
This oil is naturally red, but if kept fome years turns white ; it is a little naufeous firft 
to new comers here, but for him that is ufed to it, is no defpicable fauce ; befides thar, 
it is very ftrengthening and healthful, and I am inclined to prefer it in feveral difhpg 
before oil of olive. 

After the oil is expreffed, the pulp ferves the Negroes for a delicacy, and if kept till 
old is extraordinarily good to fatten hogs, and render their flelh very firm. 

The fecond fruit it yields is the wine itfelf : to obtain and draw off which, when the 
trees are old enough to be cut, they are bereft of all their branches, and rendered en- 
tirely bare ; in which condition having remained a few days, a little hole is bored in the 
thickeft part of the trunk, into which is inferted a fmall reeden pige ; and through that 
the palm-wine drops into a pot fet under to receive it ; but it cfiftils fo flowly, that in 
twenty-four hours fcarce a pottle of wine iffues from one tree. In this maimer, pro- 
portionable to the goodnefs of the ground in which the tree is planted, it yields wine 
for twenty, thirty, or fometimes more days ; and when it hath almoft run its laft, they 
kindle a fire at bottom, in order to draw more wine with the greater force. 

This wine being drank frefli (or under the trees, as our phrafe runs herej is very de- 
licious and agreeable, but withal fo ftrong, that it unexpectedly fteals to the head, and 
very fpeedily intoxicates. But that which the peafants bring daily to the fhore is not 
worth much, becaufe it is impoverifhed and adulterated ; and I believe it is not fo much 
coveted by the meaner fort and the Negroes for its agreeable tafte as its inebriating 
quality, with which it is plentifully endowed, though very much vitiated by a pretty 
large mixture of water. 

The tree thus drained of its wine, is fit for nothing but firing ; but when green, its 
leaves are ufed to make ropes, nets, and other neceffary things. 

There are four forts of this tree ; each of which hath a particular name : we have 
already fpoke of the right and genuine palm-wine. 

The fecond fort of palm -wine is drawn in no country befides that,.pf Fantyn, and is 
called Quaker ; for what reafon I have already informed you in another letter. This 
fort exceeds the other fomewhat in pleafantnefe of flavour, and very much in ftrength ; 
half fo much of this as of the other being a dofe fcarcely to be carried off; and the trees 
from whence it is drawn are not above half as big as the right palm-trees. 

The third fort is drawn at Ancober, Abokroe, Axim, and Ante, though but in very 
finall quantities at the laft ; and goes by the name of Pardon : fb that you may. eafily 
believe no villany here can be committed fo great, but that pardon is eafily attainable, 
if the perfon be in the good graces of the god Bacchus. 

This wine, though of a very different, hath yet as pleafant a tafte as the former, but 
not fo ftrong. 

Thefe trees are not cut, but the wine is drawn out of them whilft growing, as the 
Suri is drawn out of the cocoa-tree in the Eaft Indies ; with this difference, that after 
the wine is there drawn off, the trees remain alive ; whereas they here wither and dry : 
the reafon of which is I believe, that in India they do not draw off all the wine at once, 
but leave a remainder for nourilhment to encourage the farther growth of the tree ; 
whereas here they force out the laft drop : whence the tree, utterly deprived of all its 
moifture, muft needs entirely wither and die. 

The fourth kind is produced in the countries of Ante, Jabi, and Adorn ; and is of a 
very different flavour from all the other three, and utterly void of all manner of 
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ftrength ; but when drank frefli, tafles like milk ; and nine or ten hours after it is 
drawn is not fit to be drank, nor is it good for any thing : this is called Crifiia. 

The Negroes report, that drinking much of this wine caufes the virile member to 
grow to a large fize ; which is indeed credible, by reafon that the Negroes are in no 
place on the Coaft fo fubjedt to this diftemper as in the mentioned countries. The wine 
is drawn from thefe trees as already you have been informed the Pardon is, that is, 
whiift growing. 

The trunk of the palm-tree is in circumference about an ordinary man's height, 
and about as tall as he alfo. That called Quaker is not above half fo big* Both Ihoot 
their branches upwards ; fome of which are in length twenty foot or above. Thefe 
branches, called here and elfe where Bamboos, are ufed for covering of houfes, for 
hedges, and on feveral occafions. On each fide of thefe Bamboos grow fmall long 
flips, which are their leaves. _ 

The Pardon-trees grow like the cocoa-nuts, though on a much thinner ftalk. The 
Criffia-trees grow alfo in the fame manner, though they very remarkably differ in 
height and thicknefs of the trunk, this not exceeding the fourth-part of the height of 
the Pardon-tree; and out of every plant of this fort Ihoot generally four, five, or 
more ftalks, from all which wine is drawn. 

The perfedl mature age of a palm-tree is ten, twelve, or more years ; and then but 
ten, fifteen, or at moil twenty gallons of wine are drawn off ; notwithftanding which, 
this wine daily comes in fuch prodigious plenty to the fhore, that it is really to be won- 
dered at ; and from hence we may naturally infer that there muff be many thoufanas 
of thefe trees growing in this country, or the wine will foon be at end. An anchor 
of five gallons is commonly fold for about two fhillings and three-pence Englifh money ; 
though at fome times and places it is one half cheaper than at others. 

Next the palm, the cocoa-tree ought indifputably to take place. How beneficial 
thefe trees are to mankind, is known to many, and may be feen in feveral defcriptions 
of Eaft India voyages. But here, through the ignorance of the Negroes, no other 
advantage refults from them than the fruit, I mean the nut ; the kernel of which, as 
well as the enclofed milk, is very pleafant to the tafte. 

Thefe trees fhoot up in this country to the height of thirty or forty, and fomedmes 
fifty foot ; their branches and (fo called) leaves, are like thofe of the palm, excepting 
that the cocoa-branches ai% not fo long, or fit for the ufes the other are employed in, . 
Thefe trees bear their fruit in the fourth or fifth year, and live fifty years and longer. • 
The wild cocoa-trees, otherwife called palm-trees, grow alfo here, and hear a fruit, 
which but very few of the Europeans eat, though the Negroes do. This tree is very 
much thicker than the genuine cocoa, efpecially in the middle, where it is of a fur- 
priiing greatnefs ; and what adds to the oddnefs of the figure, is, that the top and 
bottom are one half fmaller. At the top grows a fruit, which feems to be the pith of 
the tree, and is called Palm-cabbage, becaufe it hath a fort of cabbagy tafle. 

In the country of Axim are vaft quantities of fweet as well as four oranges : the fweet 
are pretty good, but the garden of Elmina, which is extraordinarily full of them, hath 
fome, which for agreeable tafte fell very little fhoit of thofe of C.him, 

hi the other countries there axe very few or no orange-trees ; notwithftanding Mon- 
fieur Focquenbrog hath beenpleafed to aver, that they grow in great multitudes along 
the river Boutry ; in which he is abfblutely miflaken, for I have feveral times failed 
along that river, Stud never found any, nor according to the report of the Negroes were 
there ever any : there are a few indeed bn the hill near our forts, but not one on the 
mentioned river-iide. 
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' Lemon-trees, which are here called Brambas, grow all over the Coaft, efpedally 
at Moure, where they are prefled ; and which place, if the feafon be not unufually 
dry, is able annually to deliver above two hundred aums of lime-juice. About twenty 
dr twenty-five ihillings Englifh money is the price of an aum of lime-juice, or pickled 
fmall lemons. 

The Guinea lime-juice and pickled lemons are too well known and efteemed in 
Holland to require me to infill: any longer on that head. 

Some authors have faid a great deal concerning the Papay-tree, but without due 
examination : we are told that they have neither branches nor leaves, and that it does 
not grow above man’s height, &c. But to refute thefe and fome other opinions that 
are cherilhed, I need only defcribe the true and natural flxape of this tree. 

His trunk, being feveral foot thick, is compofed of a fpongy wood, or rather root, 
which it moft refembles : it is hollow, and may very eafily be cut through the middle 
with a hatchet. The fruit at firffc grows at the top ot the trunk, without any branches ; 
but as the tree grows older it Ihoots out branches alfo towards the top, which refemble 
young flocks ; on which the fruit alfo grows. At the very top of the trunk, and of 
the mentioned branches, Ihoot other fmall fprigs almofl like reeds, a little crooked and 
hollow ; and at the extremity of thefe fprigs grow very fine broad leaves, frequently 
cleft, not very unlike vine-leaves, excepting the fize only. 

Some papay-trees run up to the height of thirty foot, which is confiderably more than a 
man’s height. The fruit, or what is properly called the Papav, is about half as big 
as the cocoa-nut, of an oval lhape, green without and white within ; but with age they 
turn very red within, and abound with numerous white kernels, which are the feed 
from whence they are produced. The papays tafte rather worfe than better than 
pompions. 

There grow multitudes of papay-trees all along the Coaft ; and thefe are of two forts, 
viz. the male and female, or at leaft they are here fo called, on account that thofe 
named males bear no fruit, but are continually full of blqffoms, confifting of a long 
white flower ; the female alfo bears the fame bloflom, though not fo long, nor fo 
numerous. 

Some have obferved, that the females yield their fruit in greateft abundance when 
the males grow near them : you may, fir, believe what you pleafe ; but if you do not, 
I fttall not charge you with herefy. 

So much hath already been written concerning the Pifang-tree, which is divided into 
Bakovens and Banantes or Bananas, that it feems hardly worth while to detain you 
on that head any longer, than to confirm what others have faid, as that its fruit, espe- 
cially the Bakovens, are very good j that they bear in a year, though but once in all, 
for then the flock is cut off ; and from the root there Ihoot out five or fix frelh flocks j 
fo that this plant may pafs for a perpetual almanack, as being indeed endlefs. 

The flock of thefe trees, if they deferve that name, grow to once and a half or 
twice man’s heighth. Thofe who are of opinion that the leaves of this tree were the 
leaves with which our firft parents covered their nakednefs, are not fo much out of 
the way, partly becaufe thefe leaves are long and broad enough for that end, and 
partly by reafon they are called fig leaves, and thefe trees bear the name of Indian, 
figs ; though I muft own befides that they are very unfit for cloathing or covering, 
for a touch of the finger makes a hole in them : wherefore they would hardly ferve a 
live body. 

Here are alfo feveral other fruitful trees, but their fruit is not only unknown to us, 
but eaten by very few : wherefore I fhall fey very little concerning them. And firft. 
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we have here a fort of fruit, like our two forts of plums, blue and white, in fhape as 
well as colour; but they are not very well tailed, as being very fweet, mealy 
and dry. 

But I ought not to forget the Corniantyn-apple (fo called,^ becaufe it moll plentifully 
abounds in that country), which is as big as a walnut, with its green hulk on ; its rind 
is yellow, fomewhat inclining to red : in the core are four large, flat, black kernels, 
which are furrounded by the pulp or the fruit itfelf ; which is red and white, and of a 
fort of fharp, fweet tafle, but moll inclining to acid. It is a very agreeable refrelhing 
fruit, and very comfortable for the fick, efpedally thofe afflicted with the bloody flux, 
for it is very aftringent, and boiled with wine and fugar, is not only more ufeful, but 
more agreeable than tamarinds. 

I have alfo feen a few pomegranates in the gardens of Elmina and Moure ; but be- 
fore they come to maturity they rot or fall off ; fo that they fcarcely come to any 
thing. 

I mull not pafs oveT the Mourefe vine ; Mourefe, I call it, becaufe, except that at 
Mouree, there is not one on the Coaft. This produces grapes twice r year, commonly 
in Auguft and January ; and would doubtlefs yield a vaft quantity, if pruned in a pro- 
per nrannpr and feafon by a fkilful hand ; but being entrufted to an ignorant Negro, 
not half the grapes come to perfe&ion, but wither or rot before they are half ripe : and 
it is farther to be feared that the vine itfelf, by this miferable lopping, will run to 
utter ruin. 

It yields a blue grape, which is fubftantial and very well tailed, and not fo juicy as 
ours in Holland : bnt I doubt not, if carefully looked after, but that they would be as 
good, if not better than the bell in Europe, fince they are already better than the Dutch 
ones. 

It is obfervable that vines will not grow any where here but at Moure, trials being 
made at Elmina and other places, but without any fuccefs. 

To the bell of my remembrance this vine was firft planted by the Portuguefe, who 
' brought it firft from Brazil fome years pall; and the fruit thereof is fo very agreeable 
to the Europ ean inhabitants, that it is to be wilhed more could be planted and raffed at 
other places ; for at prefent nobody is the better for it, except the factor at Moure, the 
director-general, and the gendemen at his table ; and fcarcely one of one hundred that 
come here can obtain the favour of feeing it. 

Thefe are all the fruit-trees of Guinea, I mean that part called the Gold Coaft : I 
fliall then next advance to the defcription. of the wild trees. Before which, I cannot 
help taking notice of another miltake of Monlieur Focquenbrog : he was very much 
in the wrong to tell the world that at Elmina, and feveral miles adjacent, there grows 
neither leaf, grafs, nor tree. This is utterly falfe ; for befides the trees round about 
Elmina and on the hills, the banks of the frelh river, but half a mile diftant, are fur- 
nffhed with great numbers of fine lofty trees ; from hence, and feveral other particu- 
lars, it plainly appears that gentleman was too partial in. his defcription of this Coaft. 
It is indeed true, that the country about Elmina is more bare of trees than other places, 
but not fo bad as to deferve fuch a wretched charadter. 

To return to my fubjefl, I aver, that the whole coaft is filled with high and low 
trees ; and the charming fhady groves ferve to render the malignity of this place more 
fupportabie ; and, fo delight thofe who take their progrefs into the in-land country, that 
they oblige them entirely to forget the intolerable badnefs of the ways. 

Here are fome which naturally grow up in fuch a furprifing manner, as even art it- 
felf mull blulhing own, it could not have contrived any thing like it ; others grow fo 
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thick, and their ihady boughs are fo widely extended, that they form entire alleys, 
which afford an amazing farisfa&ion to any who are inclined to take the pleafure of 
walking. » 1 

I remember to .have formerly read in Olearius, ar.c . -.her writers, of trees large 
enough to flielter two thoufand men ; and the tree cf which Father Rirchen (a perfon 
that, in my opinion, fliould advance nothing but truth) writes, that in its fruit or flielt 
(I think it was a chelnut), it could lodge a Ihepherd and his whole flock, muff not be 
Very fmall, but may very well pafs for a wonder in nature ; but, after all, it is not - in 
the Ieaft to be compared with the trees of this country. I have feen feme here that 
twenty, inftead of two thoufand, men, might ftand under, fuppofing them clofe to 
one another : and if thefe authors mean fo, I do not fcruple to believe them ; nor I 
believe do you. But, to pafs over this ; it is certain that here are extraordinarily high 
and large trees, which may be concluded from the great canoes, of which I formerly 
wrote to you ; and, fince thefe boats mull be made of a ftraight piece of wood equally 
thick all over, and that very few trees grow directly fo, what I offer is not incredible, 
that the mentioned canoes do not amount to above half the bulk of the tree. 

I have feen fome of thefe trees fo high, that their tops and branches growing out of 
them were fcarcely to be reached by a common mufquet-lhot. They are here called Ca- 
pot-trees, becaufe on them grows a certain fort of cotton here called Capot ; which is 
very proper for filling of beds, efpedallyin this country, where feather-beds are much 
too hot. 

The wood of this tree is light and porous, and fcarcely fit for any other ufe than 
making of canoes. 

The tree which our countrymen, at the latter end of the fifteenth century, found on Hha 
del Principe, or Prince Ifland, which was four and twenty fathom in compafs, was, I doubt 
not in the leaft, this Capot-tree. There is alfo one at Axim, which ten men would 
have much ado to grafp ; not that the body of the tree is fo bulky-J^ut that it is fo 
vaftly extended by its prodigious fprouts, which clofely furround it. v * 

If we had any Romifh priefts in this country, we could give them lome of thefe 
branches to build them finall oratories, and then the thorny prickles with v&ich this 
tree is abun dan tly ftored, would ferve to correCt and chaftife their unruly flelh, lave- - 
them the charge of buying whips. _ 

But to let the priefts alone, and to return to our fubject ; we have here feveral trdfcs 
which furnifh very fine working wood. Firlt of all in the country of Ante, near the 
Brandenburgher fort Acoda, or Dorothea, and behind our fortLydfaemla^dat Apain, 
is yellow wood ; of which very fine chairs and tables are made. At Rio de Gabon 
there is alfo red and yellow wood, very proper for the fame ufe, befides which, if any 
perfons applied themfelves to fell it, there is very good wood for the making of rudders, 
finall mails an d other naval neceffaries : and I am apt to think that here are good large 
mall-trees, or at leaft fuch grow here out of which they might be made, if not for 
great fhips, yet for barks, yatches, and other finall craft. 

To complete this difeourfe of trees, I ought to tell you that the Negroes in all parts 
of this country, have fele&ed and confecrated lome particular trees, under which they 
perform their religious worfhip ; • which are generally fuch, in whofe production nature 
hath difplayed her greateft perfections. i . 

I have long fince treated concerning the Negroes’ idolatry in this particular, wherefore 
it is unneceflary to repeat it here. But taking leave of the trees, I come next to the 
fruits of the earth ; amongft which, firll of the corn here called Milhio. 

VOL. xvi. 3 n 
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The large Milhio is by moft takea to be the Turkifii wheat, which is & well known 
in Holland that it is not worth while to defcribe it. 

The Milhio is here fowed and reaped twice every year ; the firft harveft is generally 
In Auguft, and the other at the latter end of the year, though but fmall ; for the 
Negroes do not fow much againfl this time, becaufe it is not reafonable to expect much 
rain, without which this grain will not come up well. 

It were to be wilhed that com were to be produced in our country with as little trou- 
ble as here; one, or at moft, two men can manure and plough as much land as one 
plough can turn up in Holland, befides which, the corn here very fpeedily takes root. 

When grown up, the ftalk is once and a half or twice man’s height ; on which one, 
two, three, and fometimes four ears of Milhio grow, each of which contains about 
three or four h undr ed grains ; fo that the millet here increafes vaftly more than the 
European com. 

When the millet is firlt reaped, in time of peace a thoufand ftalks may be bought 
for about a crown Englilh money, and in fome countries for about one third or fourth, 
part Iefs ; the corn of thefe thoufand ftalks, befog feparated from the ftalks, makes about 
five bufbels, which is a fack and a half. 

The gTain of Milhio is white and red, the white is the moft beautiful, but the red 
is by moft people held for the belt. "When this corn is beaten fmall, and cleanfed from 
the bran, it makes indifferently good bread, but fomewhat heavy for want of yeaft. 
If the millet here were ground, bolted and baked like our com fo Europe, it would 
doabtlefs become very good bread ; but wanting all thefe conveniences, and leaven 
being not ufed, the bread here is very clammy and heavy. This foal! fuffice you for 
the great millet or Turkilh wheat. 

Thefecond fort of Milhio, called by the Portuguefe maize, is a grain like the corian- 
der-feed, and is made into bread as well as the other, and very much refembles our 
{lighter fort of rye ; it taftes very well, and is very nourifhing ; it grows in the fame 
manner as t]&' -great Milhio, only the ftalk is not fo thick, nor the ears covered with 
leaves as ttft rather is, wherefore it is much more expofed to the granivorous birds than 
the larger, and is not fown near fo much as that, for which reafon it is one half 
dearer. 

Tfie great, as well as fmall, Milhio is fowed fc all along the whole Coaft ; but leaft of 
all at Axim ; wherefore it is always deareft there. The country of Ante, in frui tf ul 
years and time of peace, produces prodigious quantities ; I havefeenit bought and have 
alf'j boughtegayfelf, one thoufand Items or ftalks for fix, feven, eight and nine Takoes, 
each TakoeS&nounting to about four-pencefarthing Englilh money, and a fack amount- 
ing at higheft not to two and twenty pence. Thus, corn, in time of peace, is the 
cheapeil of all provifions, but in war-time it fometimes rifes to an incredible price ; I 
h.ave known a thoufand ftalks fold for an ounce of gold, which is’ fomewhat lefs i-Han 
f our pounds fterling ; to which the lazinefs of the Negroes, , which is fo great that they 
Teldora Fow more than what is like to be confumed that year, contributes very much, 
as alfo the great number of Englilh flave-fhips which yearly come to this coaft ; for 
thefe not being fo well vi&ualled as we, they are obliged to buy Milhio, which yearly 
carries off many thoufand facks. 

This com generally betwixt February and harveft, rifes from cate crown to one pound 
fterling the thoufand Items. 

N*xt the tillage of com, follows that of rice, which is not common all over the 
Coaft ; nor is thereany, or at leaft but very little, on the fhore of the Gold Coaft, any 
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more than at Axim or Ante ; but on the higher part of the Coaft, it grows in f»ch 
prodigious plenty, that it is eafy to load a lhip with it, perfectly cleanfed, for one 
penny or Ids the pound ; whilft at Axim, Ante, Abocroe and Ancober, the foul and 
unfifted bears about the fame price. 

It is no fmall happinefs for the Negroes of Axim that their foil is fo proper for rice, 
which in fome meaiure foftens their want of Milhio. 

. Next rice, by reafon of its great advantage to the inhabitants, is the fruit rallM 
Jammes. They grow under the earth like turnips, and are about two fpans long, and 
as much in the grafp or thicknds. They Ihoot out a long green leaf almoft like that 
of French beans, with little prickles. This leaf the Negroes fo order, that it rlimhg 
up ftakes appointed for that end, and by it they can determine when the root is come 
to maturity, at which rime they dig it out of the earth. 

It is lhow-white within, and is roafted or boiled and eaten by the Negroes, as alfo by 
feveral Europeans, as bread ; its talte is not difagreeable, bang much like tha t of our 
earth-nuts, and though not quite fo fweet, is drier and firmer. 

In the country of Ante there grows abundance of Jammes, but Saboe is the country 
which produces them in greateft plenty ; whence, when in feafon, they are fent by 
thoufands to feveral other places. Thofe who buy them at Moure, give about fourteen 
fliillings a hundred, and fell them again at other places to good profit. 

The fecond fubterraneous fruit here is called potatoes, which, like the Jammes, alfo 
fends forth a green leaf that runs along the ground, fome branches of which, cut off and 
planted in the ground, in a fliort time grow potatoes ; but the Jammes never grow 
without fome of the fruit itfelf be planted. 

Thefe potatoes are of an oval fhape, commonly like the large long turnips with us ; 
they, as well as the Jammes, are perfectly white within, and boiled or roafted are alfo 
eaten for bread, efpecially at Fida, where they are the Negroes’ ordinary diet. They 
are fweet, and eat much better than Jammes, tailing very much like our boiled 
chefauts. 

The country of Saboe produces the greateft quantities of this fruit, after-next to that 
the country of Ante ; of which we may fay (confidering it as a part of the Coaft), that 
it wants nothing neceffary to human life. 

It is told me as truth, that before the Portuguefe came to this coaft, the Negroes 
fubfifted themfelves with thefe two fruits, and a few roots of trees; they bring then 
utterly ignorant of Milhio, which was brought thither by that nation. 

I am more ftrongly induced to believe this, becaufe in the promontory of Guinea 
there are at this time countries where no Milhio, or at leaft very litde, is cultivated, and 
the inhabitants live on the two mentioned fruits, but more efpecially Jammes. 

Thus, having deferibed the four fruits moft neceffary to the fupport of mankind, it is 
now proper to give an account what this country yields befides for food, which moftly 
confifts in feveral forts of beans ; the firft of which are not unlike our garden-beans 
in figure and tafte. 

The fecond fort are a fize larger ; their cods are about three quarters of a yard long, 
and the bean of a bright red colour. 

The third fort are almoft like thofe fmall fpedes, called in Holland the Princeis’s 
beans, only they are of a deep red ; thefe are not only very good and nourifhing, but 
very fine food. 

All thefe beans grow like French-beans with us, either propt up, or creeping up 
by a hedge. 
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But thofe which follow, grow in a very different maimer ; as firil, a fort of fmall 
beans, here called Jojootjes, which, like the potatoes, run along the ground, are enclofed 
inlongllender hulks, and when young and green are extraordinarily good eating. 

Here are alfo beans which grow on trees as big as goofe-berry bulhes in Holland. 
Thefe are Ihelled like green peas, fo that a large number goes to make up a diih ; but 
they are neither fweet nor foft. 

Here is alfo another fort called Gobbe-gobbes, which grow two together in a cod 
under the earth, and Ihoot out a fmall leaf above the furface of the earth ; thefe are the 
worft of all the forts of beans, and yet they are eaten by feveral. 

The fecond fort of fubterraneous beans have been known to us but a few years, and 
are called Angola beans, by reafon they were tranfplanted from thence to this place. 
They area very agreeable fort of food, if fried, as we commonly do chelhuts. 

The laft fort, which alfo grow under the earth, are the bell of all? but indeed they 
can hardly pals for beans, partly becaufe they do not grow in cods, and partly becaufe 
they are not eaten as the others are, fo that earth-nuts would be a more proper name 
for them $ for they are eaten raw out of hand, and talle not much unlike hazel-nuts. 
But they are commonly broken in pieces, foaked in water, and then fqueezed in a cloth ; 
this liquor boiled with rice, every where in this country pafles for milk, and if helped 
with a little fugar, cinnamon and butter, it would not eafily be difcovered to be any thing 
elfe by thofe who are unacquainted with this dilh. 

Of fuch fruits as may fatisfy a delicate and luxurious palate, we have very few here. 
The Ananas are by many valued as an extraordinary fruit, and their nature and 
beauties have been at large defcribed : but for my part, not to defpife it, I never could 
find the delicacy in it that is pretended. 

Kotwithftanding which, I fhall take the pains to fpeak of it at large, that you may 
judge how far thofe are in the right, who have already written fo much concerning it. 

Befides Linfchooten and others, Simon de Vries, in his “ Curious Obfervation on the 
wonderful Things g<f the Eaft and Weft Indies,” has alledged feveral authors, but I need 
only give a plain -,md true account of the true nature, lhape, and properties and manner 
of growing of the Ananas, to fhow whether he is in the right or not. 

The plant fomewhat refembles the great houfe-leek, or Semper-vivum majus , which 
wefometimes findamongft the curious botanifls in Holland, from which It differs in 
the following particulars : the Ananas fhoot their leaves (or that which is taken for 
them) upwards, being neither fo broad nor fo thick as the other ; befides which, the 
leaves are fianifhed with fharp prickles on each fide, and are alfo of a deep yellow 
colour, and fomewhat inclining to green, whereas the Semper-vhum is of a very beau- 
tiful green. 

Betwixt the Anana’s leaves, before the fruit appears, grows’ a bloflom about as big 
as a man’s fift, which is very green, but adorned with an extraordinarily beautiful red 
crown, and furrounded with fmall -leaves, that render ft very .agreeable to the fight. 
This bloffomby flow degrees grows into an Anana, which at firft is green, accompanied 
with yellow leaves, but in ripening, changes to a perfect yellow j and' when we eat the 
Ananas, the mentioned leaves with which it is furrounded are cut off with the fhell. 
The crown, or at leaft apart of it, remains firmly fixed to the fruit, though changed to 
a yellowifh colour. Before, and round about the Ananas, fmall fprigs fhoot out, which 
are planted to continue the fpecies of this vegetable. Thus much may fuffice for the 
plant. 

The A n a na or fruit is about a fpan long, and about the fame thicknefs ; but as it 
happens to other fruits, fome are large and others- fmall. 
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Mod of the authors De Vries cites, agree in the tafte of this fruit; to which I can 
eafily fubfcribe, taking the liberty to add, that though it may for a little while feem a 
delicacy, yet, if frequently eaten, it will foon naufeate. It proves mod agreeable and 
healthy when eaten with cinnamon, fugar and wine, like' ft raw-berries, for it is too hot 
to eat alone ; wherefore Monardus was miftaken in afcribing to them a cold quality 
when indeed it inflames to that degree, that its fharp juice caufes thofe to fpit blood 
who eat them too freely. But though this fharp hot juice forces blood from the throat 
and gums, yet that they are fo corrofive as to diflolve a knife that remains ftuck in it 
but half an hour, is fo ridiculoufly Me, that if, inftead of half an hour, the knife 
remained a whole year, it would not be diffolved. It is indeed true, that the knife will 
be blunted, which alfo happens in the cutting of a citron, lemon, orange, Backoven or 
banana, and more efpecially the laft fruit, if it is not thoroughly ripe ; fo that this 
acidity cannot juflly be appropriated to the Ananas only. 

I cannot quit this fubject without noting a grofs miftake of the before-mentioned 
authors. Linfchooten firft tells us, that the Ananas grow a fathom above ground • 
and others inform us, that they grow half under. But both are miferably in the wrong * 
this plant really not being above one foot and a half in height, and the ftalk half a foot * 
which together amount to two foot, which is far fhort of a fathom and more, if they 
make it grow fo much under ground. * r 

All the pains I have thus far taken in the defcription of the Ananas., was a f orce j 
put upon my inclinations ; and if any one pleafe to affert that this plant in Afia or Ame- 
rica is of a different nature, they are at liberty to do it ; whilft I am abundandy fa rigge d 
from travellers in both thofe parts of the world, that there is no real difference. 

Next the Ananas I fhall place the water-melons ; about which, though much the 
nobler and more agreeable fruit, I fhall not detain you fo long. The immature and 
yet fmall water-melon is white within and green without ; but when^ripe, its green coat 
is fpeckled with white, and its internal whitenefs fomewhat intermixed with red ; and 
the more it participates of the latter, it is by fo much the riper and more agreeable ; at 
which time, if eaten, it proves very delicious, watery, refrefhing and cooling. 

This fruit is lefs prejudicial to, and much more proper for a feverifh perfon than the 
Ananas. When green it is eaten as falad, inftead of cucumbers, to which it is not wholly 
unlike ; being alfo fumifhed with fuch kernels, which when ripe are changed black, and 
are then fit to plant. 

The water-melons grow in -the fame manner as cucumbers, but bear a different leaf. 
They are about twice as big as our melons, and if the Negroes were not too idle, this 
fruit would be very plentiful here ; but at prefent they are only cultivated by fome of 
our chief officers^ fo that the commonalty reap but fmall advantage thereby. They 
are in their prime in July and Auguft, and in fruitful years we have them twice. 

Thefe are all our beft fruits in this country ; but that 1 may be able to fay that I have 
omitted nothing, whether good or bad, I fhall not pafs over the following fpecies. 

The firft of which is Malagueta, otherwife called Paradife-grains or Guinea-pepper • 
a fruit which is generally known. It grows on fhrubs in red fhells or hufks, which at 
a diftance afford a very pleafant profpefr. Within thefe hufks is contained the Mala- 
gueta, feparatedinto four or five divisions, and covered with a white film. This Guinea- 
pepper grows alfo;in a different manner, not unlike large grafs-xeeds. 

Here grows alfo a fruit on fhrubs, which in tafte and figure refembles Cardamum ■ 
which I doubt not but it is. 

At Benin and in-land, there is pepper is figure like that of Eaft India. 
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The laft fort of pepper, called here Piment, and in Europe Spaniih-pepper, grows 
here in abundance on fhrubs, almoft of the fame fize, though fo’mewhat lower, than our 
goofe-berry bufties in Holland. 

This piment is of two forts, viz. great and fmall ; both of which are firft green, but 
afterwards change colour, the fmall to a beautiful red, and the large to a red and black j 
and are both very pleafant objects. 

T his fruit is much hotter than common pepper, efpecially the fmaller fort, which is 
not above one-fourth part of the fize of the other ; in recompenfe of which the trees on 
which it grows are about fix times as high and wider .extended than the other. 

Piment pickled in vinegar and lime-juice (but bell in the lall) is valued by feveral as 
a good corroborative to the ftomach, and very wholefome. . 

This country produces none of thofe green herbs common in Europe, except Tarragon 
and tobacco ; of both which here is great plenty, efpecially of the laft, which flunks 
fo abominably that it is impoffible for one that is even not very nice to continue near 
the Negroes when they fmoke this devilifh weed j which yet agrees very well with 
them. 

Some of t hpm have pipes made of reeds, which are about fix foot long j to the end 
of which is fixed a ftone or earthen bowl, fo large that they cram in two or three 
handfuls of tobacco ; which pipe, thus filled, they without ceafing can eafily fmoke out ; 
and they are not put to hold their pipe, for being fo long it refts on the ground. 

All the in-land Negroes take this tobacco, but thofe who live amongft us and daily 
converfe with the Europeans, have Portuguefe or rather Brazilian tobacco ; which, 
though a little better, yet ftinks to a great degree. 

Both the male and female of the Negroes are fo very fond of this tobacco, that they 
will part with the very laft penny which Ihould buy them bread, and fuffer hunger 
rather than be without it ; which fo enhances the price, that for a Portuguefe fathom, 
which is much lefs than one pound of this tralh, they will give five fliillings, or a gold 
quarter of a Jacobus. 

Let us therefore rather praife thofe fmokers, my good friend, who take the noble 
Spanife or Virginia tobacco ; but as for thofe ftupid wretches who content themfelves 
■with the Amorsfort weed, I heartily wifh, as a punifhment of their depraved tafte, that 
during their lives they may never finoke better than our Negroes, and Brazil on 
Sundays and holidays ; yet under condition they be obliged to keep company with 
each, other, and be bamihed the company of genteel fmokers. But this by the 
way only. v 

The tobacco-leaf here grows on a plant about two foot high, and is of the length of 
two or three hands breadth, and the breadth of one, bearing a fmall bell-flower, which 
when ripe turns to feed. 

To conclude, I will add a fruit which grows in lofty trees, is rather larger than a 
walnut, and fumiftxed with much fuch a ihell : the kernel is divided into feveral parts ; 
of which fome are red, others white. 

Not only the Negroes, but alfo fome of the Europeans, are infatuated to this fruit : 
we call it Kool or cabbage, and the Negroes Boefi : it is chewed in the mouth ; and 
after the juice is fucked out, the remainder is fpit out. 

Its tafte is very harfii and almoft bitter, and draws the chewer’s mouth almoft clofe : 
and iis fble virtue is diuredck ; but its admirers pretend it helps to relifh the palm-wine : 
though both reafons are not fuffident to engage me to the ufe of it. It is commonly 
eaten with fait and Malagueta. 
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If I had been obliged to beftow a name on this wretched fruit, I fhould rather have 
called it the African Beetel or Anca, which would have been much properer than 
cabbage ; fince whatever I have heard concerning the Indian Beetel or An c a exactly 
agrees with the tafte and virtue of this fruit. 

I might very well leave off here, as not confdous of any important omiffion in the 
defcription of the Gold Coaft of Guinea : but left you fhould accufe my performance, 
as fpirftlefs, infipid and faltlefs, I fliall make bold, in the conclufion of this letter and 
the whole defcription of the Gold Coaft, to fet as much fait before you as will ftock 
you for houfe-keeping for one hundred years : what think you, is not that enough ? 

It is not to be imagined what vaft riches the Negroes get by boiling of fait ; and if 
they were always or for the moft part- in peace, thofe who follow that employment 
would in a Ihort time amafs unweildy fums ; for all the in-land Negroes are obliged 
to fetch their fait from the fhore ; from whence it is eafy to infer that it muft coft them 
very dear : wherefore the meanef fort are obliged to make ufe of a certain faltifli herb 
inftead of fait, which their purfes will not reach. 

Some miles in-land beyond Ardra, from whence moft of the Haves are brought, one, 
hay fomerimes two Haves are fold for a handful of fait : fo that human ftefh is there 
very cheap. 

The manner of falt-boiling is as follows : — Some boil the falt-water fo long in cop- 
pers till it comes to fait ; but as this is the moft tedious, fo it is not the moft profitable 
way, and is practiced only where the land is fo high that the fea or falt-rivers cannot 
poffibly flow over them : but at other places, where the fea or river-water frequently 
overflows, they dig deep pits to receive the mentioned overflowing water; after 
which the frelheft and fineft part of the water is dried up by the fcorcbing heat of the 
fun. I know this contradicts the hypothefis of a certain author, but he ought to know 
alfo that the ground being here faltifli and nitrous, a ftnall quantity of water will make 
better fait, and that quicker than a great deal ; which renders this place the more fit to 
produce a great deal of fait in a fmall time. 

In other places they have falt-pans, where the fun dries up the water, fb that the 
trouble of boiling is unnecefiary ; no pains bring required except that only of gathering 
it out of the mentioned pans. 

Thofe who are either unable or unwilling to buy copper-boilers, or when the fea- 
water requires fuch tedious boiling as would burn them ; thefe, I fay, ufe earthen-pots, 
which they fet ten or twelve next another ; thus making two rows, bring all cemented 
together with clay as if they had been done by a bricklayer ; and under the mentioned 
pots is fomething like a furnace of fire, which is continually fupplied with wood. This 
is the moft laborious way and produces neither fo much fait, nor fo much expedition as 
the other. % 

In all parts of this Coaft, except Acra, the fait is very white, but more efpedally in 
the country of Fantyn, where it almoft excels even fnow itfelf. 

Thus much for this time, and when another opportunity offers, perhaps I may pre- 
fent you with an account of the country of Ardra ; though I will not affure you of any 
thing, but that 1 am really yours, &c. 
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LETTER XVII. — Which, by way of Supplement to the former , defcribes firjl a Snake 
taken at Axim, that was twenty-two Foot long ; alfo another not much lefs at Boutry. 
—— A Jlrange Engagement betwixt a Snake and two Porcupines at Moure. — Another' 
Accident with a Serpent , which blinded an European with his Venom. — The Tigers here ; 
a Boy torn in pieces by them : — The Author's Tiger-hunting, and how he came to kill 
him. at lajl. — - A Defcription of the Jackals. — A remarkable Adventure with an Ele- 
phant killed at Elmina. — A Defcription of a certain Spider which the Negroes call 
Ananfe , and imagine that it created the firjl Man. 

Sra, 

IN my former letters, I have feveral times promifed you to fpeak more particularly 
concerning this or the other animal ; and more efpecially our elephant and tiger- 
hunting. All which promifes this {hall difcharge ; hut firft of all I am inclined to fay 
fomething concerning the ferpents or {hakes. 

About eleven years paft the Negroes of Axim took and killed a fhake that was 
two and twenty foot long ; which being opened, a full-grown deer was found in his 
entrails. 

About the fame time another was killed at Boutry, not much Ihorter than the former ; 
in whofe body a Negro was found. 

Some of myfervants once going to the country beyond Moure, foundafnake feven- 
teen foot long, and very bulky, lying about a pit of water, perhaps to divert hiihfelf ; 
ripar which were two porcupines ; betwixt which and the fnake began a very lharp 
engagement, each {hooting very violently in their way, the fnake his venom, and the 
porcupines their quills of two {pans long, for with fuch they were armed. My men 
having feen this fight for a confiderable dme, without being obferved by the furious 
combatants (in the heat of the battle), after having loaded their mufquets, let fly upon 
the three champions to fo good purpofe, that they killed them all, and brought 
them to Moure, where they were devoured by them and their comrades as a very 
great delicacy. 

Whilfl our fort, was repairing at Moure, the work-men perceived a great fnake be- 
hind a heap of ftones ; to get him from thence they removed many of the {tones, fo 
that half Ins body was cleared ; a mafon, the forwardelt in this enterprize, laid hold 
of his tail, defigningtopull him out from betwixt the ftones, but finding that imprac- 
ticable, cut off as much of his body as was in reach with his knife, and believing he 
had difabled him from doing any farther mifchief, without the leaft fhadow of fear 
removed the remainder of the {tones ; but as foon as the fnake was at liberty to turn 
himfelf, he^ung about the mafon (who thought to have caught him in his hand), and' 
fpat Ins venehn all over Ins face j which proved fo forcible, that the fellow at that very 
inftant became ftaik blind 5 in. which condition he remained fome days, but was at 
laft reftored to his fight. This I have frequently obferved, efpedally in Negroes, who 
upon being ftruck by a ferpent have fuelled extremely, but foon affuaged and returned 
to their former eftate ; fo that I am apt .to think that the poifonous nature of fiiakes is 
very different, the bite of fome bang mortal, others only wounding, and that there 
are another fort which are as harmleis as thofe of Tida. 

Of this laft fpedes is that which hangs in the dire&or-generaPs hall, which is four- 
teen foot long, and was taken in our garden at Elmina by an Ardrafe or Tidafe flave, 
with his bare hands wSfeout any {tick or weapon, and by him fo brought alive into 
the caftle. We found at the lower part of his belly two claws like thofe of birds ; 
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■which, I fuppofe, ferved him. either to erect himfelf upright, or to leap. But of him 
enough, fince I have already faid fomething of him in my laft letter but two. "Where- 
fore we lhall now apply ourfelves to the tigers, which here do the molt and 

are extraordinarily fierce. Some years pail a boy that belonged to our factor at Sa- 
conde, going but a little way from the iadory was killed by one of them. 

At the fame time and place, a Negro going in-land with his hatchet in his fynd to 
cut fome wood, met a tiger which fell upon him ; but he being a dexterous fellow, fo 
well defended himfelf with his hatchet, that, after a long fcume, he conquered and 
killed the tiger ; but did not come off unhurt, for his whole body looked as if feme- 
body had begun to flay him. 

In the year 1693, when I commanded in the faid fort, fome of my Kabriets (for fo 
we call fheep), as well as thofe of my neighbour the Englilh faftor, were for feveral 
nights killed by a tiger, which at laft grew fo bold, that he came at three in the after- 
noon to the lodge, and killed a. couple of fheep. I perceived him time enough, and 
affilted by my gunner, two Englifhmen, and a party of Negroes all armed with good 
mufquets, I purfued him, and in a fhort time overtook him, though not fo fooa but 
that he had opportunity to fly to a fmall thicket of under-woods, which we immediately 
befet ; my gunner adventured into the thicket to find whereabouts he lurked, but in 
half a quarter of an hour came running back like a diftra&ed man, having left his hat 
and flippers behind him, after being alfo bitten ; but to his very good fortune, the tiger 
intending to have feized him, was fo affrighted by the falling branches, that he gave 
him opportunity to make his efcape, and the tiger kept the wood. 

One of the Englifhmen, impatient at waiting fo long, refolved to march into the wood 
with his mufquet, if pofHble to diflodge him ; the tiger, which was but too foon aware • 
of him, fuffered him to approach clofe to him, upon which he fell upon him with 
extreme fury, feizing him with his feet by the fhoulder-blade, and fixing his teeth in 
his fide, and would, without doubt, immediately have tom him in pieces, if by crying 
out he had not drawn me with a party of Negroes to his afliftance ; which obliged the 
" tiger to quit his prey : notwithftanding which he was fo miferably handled, that he lay 
fenfelefs about half a day, which was partly occafioned by the venom of the bite, and 
partly by the fright. 

The Negroes were fo terrified at the ill-fuccefs of this enterprife, that, utterly bereft 
of all courage, each quitted his poft where he was appointed to watch, which afforded 
the tiger an opportunity of efcape, which he foon attempted ; but in his flight out of the 
thicket happened fomething very odd. 

The under-fa&or of the Englifh fort had long called out and promifed me (for this 
adventure happened juft under that fort) that he would come to my afliftance, and the 
very moment the tiger quitted the wood, being as good as his word, he came with his 
mufquet in his hand ; but the tiger feeing him alone before him, mad^to him ; upon 
which the Engliftiman, inftead of coining to us, ran as fall as his legs would carry him 
back towards their fort; but affrighted, and tired with hard running, he fell over a 
ftone about half a mufquet-lhot from home ; the tiger had already overtook him, when 
we flood trembling at a diftance, imagining he would immediately tear him in pieces ; 
but he coming up to him, inftead of attacking, turned from him and took his flight 
forwards in-land, foon getting out of our fight. 

I can give no other realoa why he did not fell on the Englilhman, than that perhaps 
he was afraid of us who followed him with a great cry, if poffible to terrify him j for 
it was not practicable to lhoot at him, by reafon he was too near the Englifhiaan, and- 
we might as well have chanced to have hit the one as the other : or perhaps the beaft 
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thought he had honour enough by having his enemy under-foot, with which he being 
fatisfied, retired. 

Thus ended this chafe, and I do not defire fuch another, for I have feveral times been 
in danger that the Negroes by their random-fhot fhould hit me inftead of the tiger. 

This tiger was not hereby deterred from coming again fome days after and killing fome 
iheep, which provoked me to attempt another way to catch him that I had feen in the 
country of Ante. 

I caufed a parcel of very thick pallifadoes to be cut ; of which I made a fort of cage of 
twelve foot long and four broad, covering it alfo on the top with pallifadoes, to bind which 
the firmer, I laid a thoufand pound weight of ftone on it to prevent his breaking out above ; 
then I caufed a double-plank door to be made for my cage, and in one of the comers 
I made a leffei cage, which took up one fourth of the room of the whole ; in which I 
placed a couple or fmall hogs : after which I fet the door like our rat-traps, in fuch a 
maimer that the tiger could not come in to feize the hogs without throwing it down and 
fhutting himfelf in, when it would be impollible for him to come at the hogs by reafon 
of. the pallifadoes which fenced them in their little cage. 

This ftratagem fucceeded fo well that three days after I had finifhed my trap, I caught 
the tiger in it at midnight ; but inftead of roaring, as I imagined he would, immediately 
he fet his teeth at work, if poffible to eat his way out of pnfon, which he had certainly 
done if he had had but one half hour’s time ; for he had foon rent the inner from the 
outer door,' and eaten the pallifadoes half through when I interrupted him in his work ; 
and not to dally with fruitlefs fhooting, I clapped the muzzle of my mufquet loaded 
with three balls betwixt the pallifadoes, at which he furioufly catched, and fofumifhed 
me with a favourable opportunity to difpatch him at one fhot ; by which I punifhed his 
thievery and murder. 

We found him about the lize of a common calf, well provided with large teeth and 
daws. 

This tiger-catching obliged us with a feaft of eight days ; for by the cuftom of the 
Antefe country, he that catches a tiger, is privileged for eight days to feize all the palm- 
wine which is brought to the market, without paying any thing for it; which accordingly 
we did, and the whole mentioned eight days were Ipent by the Negroes in fhooting, 
dancing, leaping, and all manner of public jollity. 

The country of Axim, but much more that of Ante, is full of tigers : they frequently 
in the night-time come not only under, but alfo into our forts, and do a great deal of 
mifchief, making no difficulty of leaping over a wall of ten foot high. 

Before I leave [this fubject, I cannot help refuting the opinion of fome people, that 
the tiger b fo afraid of fire, that without any other arms than that alone, it is poffible 
to drive him away. I was once of this erroneous opinion myfelf, but have been con- 
vinced of the. contrary by experience : for after having received a vifit or two from a 
tiger, to affright him for the future, I kindled a great fire where the Iheep ufed to 
fleep in the night ; but not fufficiently relying on that, I ordered five of my fervants to 
lie by the fire with loaded arms ; but notwithftanding all this, the tiger came in the 
night and killed a iheep between my two lads, who were fallen afleep, and was moving 
towards the fire, when my fervants, awakened with the cry of the fheep, immediately 
flew up, intending to let fly at him, but he immediately ran away. 1 ’ 

From hence it appears that the tiger is juft as much afraid of fire, as the devil of the 
crofs ; and this accident confirms the report of the Negroes, that this beaft will never 
attack a man when he can comeat a bead, for otherwife he could more eafily have fallen 
. on my two boys than a flb^ep, 
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Next the tiger in fiercenefs, is the jackal or wild dog ; of which I have already fpokea 
in the defcription of Acra. I had an opportunity of gratifying my curiofity with a fight 
of it in the year 1700, when the prefent King of Commany’s fervants having (hot one, 
were fo civil as to bring it to the caftle : he was as big as a fheep, with longer legs ; 
which in proportion to their fize were very thick ; whence you may judge of his 
ftrength : he was covered with Ihort hair, which was fpotted ; his head was very large, 
flat and broad, provided with teeth, each of which was a finger’s breadth and more ; 
fo that in all probability his greateft ftrength is lodged in his mouth and legs j joined to 
which he alfo hath terrible claws. 

I will here prefent you with an example of the fierce boldnefs of this brute, which 
happened at Acra ; where one of thefe beafts by night boldly came into a Negro’s 
houfe, and took away a female Negro ; which he flung upon his back, and held her 
faft with one leg, intending to proceed on his journey with his prey halting upon three 
legs : but the cries of the poor captive awoke a parcel of Negroes, and brought them 
to her relief ; which they foon effected, and found her only a little hurt by the claw 
with which he held her faft. 

I fhall now add fomething concerning the elephant ; of which I have in one of my 
former letters told you that unprovoked he very feldom falls on mankind, but when 
urged to it falls on with wondrous fiercenefs. Both which I fhall here confirm by a 
couple of inftances ; and fhew you how difficult it is to kill them. 

Beyond Axim a Negro that was accuftomed to the elephant-chace, and had killed 
feveral, endeavouring to fhoot at one, but miffing his fhot by a flafh in the pan, the 
elephant grew fo enraged, that he purfued, fet on him, and broke him and his mufquet 
to pieces. 

The fecond accident is more remarkable, and may ferve as an inilrudtion to others 
that for the future they be not too rafh. 

In the year 1700, in December at fix in the morning, an elephant came here to 
Elmina, walking eafily along the fhore under the hill of St. Jago : fome Negroes were 
fo bold as to go again!! him without any thing in their hands, in a fort to welcome and 
bring him in. He fuffered them to encompafs him, and very quietly went along with 
them to juft under the mount St. Jago : where one of our officers belonging to that 
hill, and a Negro which came down with him, fired on him immediately ; and the 
officer’s ball hit him above his eye. This and the following fhot which the Negroes 
poured on him were fo far from provoking him, that they did not move him to mend 
his pace in the leaf! ; he only feemed to threaten the Negroes betwixt whiles, but ftilj 
let them alone. 

It was furprifing, when he threatened to fall on the men, to fee him prick up his 
ears $ which were of a prodigious fize : however he went on, and laftly ftept into our 
garden, expedting perhaps civiler treatment there. 

This extraordinary accident, and our own curiofity, drew thediredlor-generaland 
myfelf into the garden ; and we were foon followed by fome of our people. We found 
him ftanding in the midft of the garden ; where, before our coming, he had broke 
down four or five cocoa-trees ; which number, either to divert himfelf or fhew us his 
ftrength, he augmented with five or fix more in our prefence. The ftrength which 
he feemed to ufe in breaking down a tree may very fitly be compared to the force 
which a man exerts in order to knock down a child of three or four years old. 

Whilft he flood here, above one hundred fhot were fired at him, which made him 
bleed to that degree, as if an ox had been killed. During all which he did not ftir, 
but only fet up his ears, and made the men apprehend that he would follow them* 
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But this fport was accompanied with a tragical event ; for a Negro, fancying himfeif 
able to deal with him, went fofdy behind him, catched his tail in his hand, defigning 
to cut a piece of it off; but the elephant being ufed to wear a tail, would not permit 
it to be fhortened in bus life-dme : wherefore, after giving the Negro a ftroke with his 
fhout, he drew him to him, and trod upon him two or three times j and, as if that 
was not fuffident, he bored in his body two holes with his teeth, large enough for a 
man’s double fift to enter. Then he let him lie, without making any farther attempt on 
him ; and flood frill alfo whilfl two Negroes fetched away the dead body, not offering 
to meddle with them in the leafl. 

From both thefe inftances it is fuffidently clear, that unprovoked they do not often 
hurt any body ; but that they grow very fierce when fhot at and miffed doth not fo plainly 
appear, lince this elephant fufiered above three hundred fhot to be made at him, with- 
out any fign of bang enraged or refiflance : but as the fame addons have not always 
the feme fuccefs, I fhould be loath from hence to advife any perfon rafhly to fire at an 
elephant, fince this vaft number of fhot which were thundered at him were not fuffi- 
dent to fetch him down ; and thofe who pretend thoroughly to underftand the ele- 
phant-fhooting told us, that we ought to have fhot iron-bullets, fince thofe of lead are 
flatted, either by their bones or the toughnefs of their flan. 

This feems probable; for after his death we found of the vaft quantity of fhot 
levelled at him very few had paffed the bone into his head. Some remained betwixt 
the fkin and the bone ; mofl of them, more efpedally the fmall fhot, was thrown off 
by his hide as if they had been fhot againft a wall. The bullets were certainly too 
fmall, fince what the Engfifh factor told me, was confirmed by others, that as he was 
in the river Gamby, in a canoe, he killed an elephant, which purfued him, with one 
fhot only. For to imagine that none of the balls hit him in the proper place is not very 
reafbnable, fince in fuch a great number one muft hit right, as appeared after his 
death. 

After the elephant had killed the Negro (which happened not above fixteen paces 
from us), and had been about an hour in the garden, he wheeled about as if he intended 
to fell on us, which made all that were in the garden to fly, each endeavouring to 
fecure himfeif by getting away ; but the greatefl part made to mount St. Jago ; think- 
ing, indeed, with reafon, that if they could reach that, they fhould be fife : but the 
elephant followed nobody out of the garden, which was very fortunate ; for otherwife 
amongft fuch a number of people he had undoubtedly made a great flaughter, fince 
nobody by fwift running could have efcaped him ; which I believe on horfeback is 
fcarcely to be done. 

We all flew out of the garden, as I have told you, through the fore-door, and the 
elephant took to the back-door-; which, whether in his way, or whether it was too 
narrow for him to pafs, I cannot tell, but he flung the door, though a brick and half 
thick, a good diftance ; which I had the good fortune to fee a good way off, but 
could not obferve that to do that he very much exerted himfeif, but rather feemed 
only to touch it lightly. After which he did not pals through the gap where the door 
had been, but forced through the garden-hedge, going very foftly by mount St. Jago 
towards the river, where he bathed himfeif in order to wafh off the blood with which 
he was befmeared, or to cool himfeif after the heat occafioned by fo much fhot. After 
having refrefhed himfeif a little in the river, he came out and flood under fome trees 
where were fome of our water-tubs; where he alfo cooled himfeif, and broke foeu i 
in pieces, as he did alfo a -canoe which lay by them. Whilfl the elephant flood here, 
. the fhootmg began to bfetenewed, till at laft he fell down ; after which they ^mp. 
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diately cut off his fnout, which was fo hard and tough that it coft the Negroes thirty 
ftrokes before they could feparate it, which muft be very painful to the elephant, fince 
it made him roar ; which was the only noife I heard him make : after this he died 
under the mentioned tree ; confirming the report of the Negroes, who tell us, that 
whenever an elephant finds his death approaching, if able, he always gets under a tree 
or into a wood. 

For the truth of which, though I will not be obliged to anfwer, it hath yet thrice 
happened at Elmina : and at Gabon I found a dead elephant in a pleafant thicket ; of 
which more hereafter. 

The elephant was no fooner dead, than' the Negroes fell on him in crowds; each 
cutting off as much as he could, fo that he furaifned a great many as well Whites as 
Blacks with food enough for that day. 

He was not very large ; his teeth not weighing above four and thirty pound. Thus 
we had the diverfion to have a near view of an elephant, and to fee him partly exert 
his ftrength ; and the pleafure had been much greater, if not allayed by the misfortune 
of the poor Negro, though it was his own fault. Hence we began to refled to 
what danger we had expofed ourfelves by venturing fo near the elephant ; for had he 
but once grown furious, his rage would doubtlefs have cofl; feveral men’s lives, and per- 
haps we mould have fallen the firft, not being fo fwift of foot as the Negroes ; befides, 
all making one way, we fhould have been in the way, and obflruded one another’s 
flight. 

Upon this confideration we refolved never for the future to come fo near an elephant ; 
to which I would not advife any man who hath the leaf! temfemefs for his life. 

Whilft I am writing this, an accident that happened to me at Moure occurs to my 
memory ; which obliges me to add what follows : — Going to my chamber at night in 
order to go to bed, I found an hideous great fpider againft the wall. On account of 
the ftrangenefs of the fpe&acle, I called my fub-fador, and both my aflfiftants to fee it. 
We found his body long, and his head fharp, broader in the fore than hind-part, but 
not round as moft fort of fpiders are. His legs were as large as a man’s finger, ten in 
number, bring hairy, and the thicknefs of a little finger. 

The Negroes call this fpider Ananfe, and believe that the firft men were made by 
that creature : and notwithftanding fome of them by converfation with the Europeans 
are better informed, there are yet a great number, that remain of that opinion ; out 
of which folly they are not to be reafoned. This is the greateft piece of ignorance 
and ftupidity that I have obferved the Negroes guilty of ; which I have once already 
hinted to you. 

Be pleafed, fir, to take this letter as a fupplement to the defcription of the Gold 
Coaft ; on which fubjeft you are to expert no more. And what refts is that you con- 
tinue always affured of, fir, yours, &c. 
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A DESCRIPTION OF THE SLAVE-COAST. 

LETTER XVIII. — Which JirJi treats briefly of the Country of Quahoe, ‘which is abun- 
dantly enriched with Gold; after that of the Kingdom of Ladingcour , and Country of 
Lampi , whofe King and Subjects are fubmitted to the Obedience of Aquamboe : this 
Country affording very great Plenty of all Sorts of Cattle. — Of the Slave-trade there. 
— Agriculture and Fffhery. — A copious Defcription of Rio Volta . — The fmall Force 
of Lampi , or the Cotofe King ; and their continual Wars with thofe of Popo. — The 
Land is dry Sandy without Hills, and very barren. — Slave-trade there. — The In- 
habitants ccnverftble and good-natured ; their Poverty ; they live chiefly by Robbery. — 
The Multitudes of Idols here. — A Defcripticn of Little Popo ; its Barrennefs ; of its 
Inhabitants , thofe which are banijhed Acra are good Soldiers : their War with thofe of 
Offra and Fida ; what pajfed therein : they alfo live upon Spoil and Slave-trade ; their 
villamus Nature ; and fome Infiances of their Cheating : formerly a great Trade was 
driven at this Place. — Multitudes of Rats. — A Defcription of Great Popo , which 
was fubjecl to Fida, but is revolted from it; their Wars occafioned thereby , in which 
they were victorious; Popo an IJland; wants Provifions ; Slave-trade there; our 
Company formerly had a Lodge there ; Popo is accounted to be in the Country of Ardra; 
where the Country of Fida begins ; the violent burning of the Sea before it, does a great 
deal of Mifchief ; fome Inflames of it ; the ftrong Current before Fida flops the Ships ; 
pleafant Profped of the Entrance of that Country ; Extent of it ; it is well cultivated 
and very fertile. — Defcription of Fida; Nature of the Inhabitants ; their Civility as 
well to us as to one another ; their Compliments ; they are very laborious ; their Occu- 
pations ; Women’s Work ; they eat and drink well ; work for fmall Wages ; great 
Slave-trade there ; the Men marry many Wives, of which they are very jealous ; fever e 
Punijhment infilled for lying with another Man’s Wife , especially the King’s , which 
muft not be touched , and fome not permitted to be feen ; great Number of the King’s 
Wives, of which he fometimes fends away a good many, without his Number being 
dimini/hed ; the Women not fond of being the King’s Wife ; the eldefl Son is foie Heir 
to his Father’s Eftate as well as to his Father’s Wives’ ; the King married his own 
Daughter ; Multitude of Children here ; thievijh Nature of the People here ; fome 
Examples of it; their rich Cloathing; red Colour prohibited to be worn by any not cf 
’the Royal Blood ; convenient Habit of the Women ; all their Heads are Jhorn ; great 
Offerings in time of Sicknefs ; they are extremely afraid of Death, which miifl not be fo 
much as mentioned in Prefence of the King, or any of the chief Men ; an agreeable 
Adventure of the Author’s on that account ; the Inhabitants of Fida make no Diflinc- 
tionof Time ; are natural Arithmeticians ; menflruous Women utterly unclean; their 
Circumcifion ; mujlcal Irflruments ; they are great Gameflers. 

Sir, 

YOURS of the 25th reached me in good time, and reading at the very firft your 
thanks, I flattered myfelf that you were pleafed with the defcription of the Gold Coaft 
which I imparted to you ; but going on I found myfelf miftaken, and that you would 
not be fb eaflly fatisfied, but farther defire an account of thofe countries where our 
Company, and other nations, drive their flave-trade ; and that I might not want an 
employment, you add a fupplemental requeft, that I would lay the whole coaft of 
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Guinea before you. Well, my friend, was it not enough to fet me fuch a talk, but 
you mult alfo rally me, and acquaint me that idlenefs in this country is very prejudicial 
to my health ? which to preferve, of confequence it is abfolutely neceflary to have 
fomething to do, as if I wanted employment befiaes this you have found me : if you 
think that any perfon of an active genius can want bufinefs here, I dare allure you that 
you will find yourfelf miftaken. Idlenefs here, and I believe all the world over, is 
only the lot of thofe idiots which fcarce know either what they do, or wherefore they 
live : and to let you fee that I am none of thofe, I lhall anfwer your demand, by writ- 
ing you not only what I have myfelf obferved of thefe countries, but alfo whatever is 
confiderable in thofe places where I have never been, nor never defire to come, though 
I am not willing to be fecurity for the truth of all which I lhall fay ; but yet I dare 
aver, that the perfons from whom I have my informations are fo creditable, that I 
fhould freely rely on their words in. things of much greater importance ; and therefore 
believe that nothing prepofterous will be found in the relation. 

So as I have received my information, I lhall faithfully tranfmit it to you, without 
adding any thing of my own ; but if their method difpleafe me, or difagree with what 
I have hitherto obferved, I lhall make bold to change it a little, and this is the utmoft 
alteration I intend : and that you may know before-hand what countries they are which 
' you will find defcribed, from the information of others, in the following recital, be 
pleafed to obferve, that the defcriprion of the country from Ardra, through the whole 
gulph of Guinea to Rio de Gabon, with the tradt of land weft of the Gold Coaft, and 
from the Gold River to Cabo Monte, is not mine ; but all the reft you may take for 
my own, no part of which is the refult of any thing but my own obfervation. 

T his being, in my opinion, a fufficient advertifement, I lhall begin with a defcription 
of the remaining part of Guinea, through which I have travelled. 

Be pleafed to remember, that in my fifth letter I ended the whole Gold Coaft with 
the village of Ponni, though the gold is brought to us from the country a little lower, 
namely, out of Quahoe, which abounds with that metal, and is fituate beyond that 
tradt of land ; but by reafon. of the fmall acquaintance I have with that country, as 
alfo becaufe its inhabitants go through Aquamboe to Acra, where they drive the 
greateft part of their trade, palling over this, I lhall confine myfelf to the fea-fide 
only, telling you withal the tract of land betwixt Ponni and Rio Volta is about thirteen 
miles long, being inhabited by the Negroes of Acra, Lampi, and Aquamboe. 

Thofe of Lampi have a Kong of their own, with the title of King of Ladingcour ; 
though in reality he and his fubjedts (if they may be fo called) depend entirely on the 
King of Aquamboe, according to whofe will andpleafure he is obliged to regulate 
himfelf j for upon die leaft difguft, which he or his people give to thofe of Aquambop, 
they are fo feverely punilhed that the remembrance of it remains for feveral years, 
which is yet ftyled a mild and merciful chaftifement ; for whenever the King of Aquam- 
boe takes a fancy to it, he makes nothing of cutting them a foot lhorter, which punifh- 
ment they are forced to fubmit to without murmuring j he having at leaft as defpotic 
a power over them as his own fubjeds. 

The country hereabouts is indifferently populous and fertile, but extraordinarily ftored 
'with cattle, as cows, hogs, fheep, befides chicken, &c. All which are here daily 
bought very cheap by the Blacks of the Gold Coaft, to transport to the Upper Coaft. 

The remaining trade of thefe people confifts in flaves, which are alfo bought up by 
the mentioned Negroes ; but moft of them are tranfported hence by the Englifh, French 
and Portuguefe fhips. Sometimes the Have-trade here proves very advantageous, efpe- 
dally about the village Lay.. 
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Itfometimes happens that when the in-land countries are at peace, here are no Haves 
to be got ; fo that the trade of this place is utterly uncertain, and it only ferves to touch 
at in our paflage this way, without depending on any thing from it. 

Befides trade, the inhabitants employ themfelves in agriculture and filhing; the firft 
of which proves reafonably profitable ; but the fifhery, Specially that on the fea, turns 
to none, or at moft, but finall account ; for the fhore here is very high and of very 
difficult accefs : wherefore it is fometkn.es unapproachable with finall canoes. But the 
want of fea-fiih is here abundantly compenfated by the lakes or rivers, which are extra- 
ordinarily richly flocked with fifli. 

Rio Volta, probably fo called by the Portuguefe, by reafon of its rapid courfe and 
reflux, bounds this trad of land. This is a fine wide river, difcharging its waters fo 
violently into the fea, that it is fomedmes vifible three or four miles from the fhore. 
How far this river extends its courfe in-land is to me unknown. The extraordinary 
rapid reflux into the fea, continually carries great numbers of trees along with it ; 
which flicking fail at the mouth of the river, occafion a very high burning of extraor- 
dinary violence, as well as lofty agitations of the waves : fo that this place is paflable 
with canoes but twice in the year, and that is commonly betwixt April and November, 
the weather being then ffcill upon the Coaft ; which generally is juft before the rainy 
feafon, when confequently the reflux of the river is not fo fwift: but after the rams 
it is not poffible to perfuade a Negro to venture, though they are continually ufed to 
pais in their boats along the fhore, which here, by reafon of the mentioned burnings, 
they cannot do. 

I have four times pafled by this river on board of ihipping, and each time fome of 
our people were fent aloft, that by difceming the mouth of this river, they might fee 
whether we had pafled it or no ; and they commonly called to us from aloft, that they 
few its mouthy and that they were right before it, and at it, or a little way eaft or 
weft of it ; which the matters of the Ihips, through ignorance, and I, as well as they, 
firmly believed. * 

But in the year 1699, coming in a canoe from Fida, f-caufed myfelf to be rowed 
as clofe to the ihore as poffible, and as the burnings would permit ; but as curious and 
exa& as we were in our obfervation, we could defcry no mouth;- nor the leaft opening ; 
but difcovered the truth of what one of my fervants (who had performed this journey 
by land) told me, that this river, at a fmail diftance from the ihore, and throughout, 
is prodigioufly wide ; but that weftward, it is thwarted by a whole trad of land, which 
leaves it but a fmail opening or paflage ; and it is natural enough to believe, that by 
reafon of the widenefs within, and the violent reflux of this river, the ebb which 
paffes this finall mouth mull be much flronger than if this paflage were proportioned 
to the fize of the river : but enough of this. 

_ Eaftwaxd of this river, the Cotofe country, by moft called the land of Lampi, be- 
gpineth. Prom this river to the village Coto or Verhou, is about fourteen Dutch 
miles; the village having formerly been the place of refidence of the King of Coto 
where I few and fpoke with him in the year 1698. 5 

^This kingdom ■ is very inconliderable in ftrength, which yet abates daily by its wars 
with Popo, that have continued for fome years fucceffively ; and they being pretty even 
ia force, unlds they make peace, their difpute is not like to be ended before one of 
them eogages fome other country to their affiftance. But Aquamboe, who would keep 
them botfron foot, takes care that neither be deftroyed, by fending affiftance of fore® 
to the weakeft fide. ° 
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"When Aquamboe was governed by two chiefs, as I have formerly told you, thofe ^ 
of Popo had a ftrong fupporter of the old, as they of Coto of the young lung j thus 
each fide was continually furnilhed with Aquamboean props. 

But how it will go with them when the old King is dead, time will inform us. 
Thofe of Little Popo, in 1700, watched their opportunity, and, fin-prizing thofe of 
Coto, fell upon them and obliged them to quit their country ; but I doubt net but 
thofe of Aquamboe will foon reinftate them, and clap a bridle into the mouth of the 
Popoeans. 

The land of Coto is of a direct contrary fort of nature to that of the Gold Coaft ; 
for as the latter is full of hills, fo the former hath not one : but the foil is very Sat, 
landy, dry, barren, and void of all trees, except the palm or wild-cocoa ; of which it 
produceth a great number. This land is tolerably provided with cattle, at leaft as 
many as are fufficient to fupply its inhabitants. 

River-filh is not wanting here, but they can get none out of the fea, by reafon of 
the violent burnings which extends from this place to Ardra, and farther along the 
whole Coalt. 

Their trade is that of flaves ; of which they are able fometimes to deliver a good 
number, but yet not fo many as to lade a fhip- 

I found the inhabitants here very good-natured and civil. I received feveral civilities 
from them, efpecially from the King : when I told him, that after having accomplished 
my merchandize at Fida, I defigned to return by land ; he offered to come himfelf 
with his whole force to receive me on the borders of his territories, and to conduct me 
beyond Rio Volta in* order to fecure me from any mifehief from the ftrolling robbers. 

I thankfully accepted this kind offer, and I fliould certainly have made ufe of it, had 
not thofe of Little Popo (who had alfo promifed to conduct me through the extent o£ 
their land) caufed me to be diffuaded from it by their ambafiadors, under pretence they 
were afraid I might be fet on by the robbers before they came to me. 

This diffuafive was very faint, and the faid ambaffadors under-hand encouraged me to 
this land-tour, urging it as their private advice, which naturally difeovered their villany : 
which was that they defigned to murther me on my journey, and confequently have 
ftolen all my goods ; befides which, they would yet have cleared themfelves by urging 
that they advifed me againft going that way. 

I was on this account frightened from undertaking my intended tour; by which I 
fliould otherwife have difeovered fome particulars worthy your curiofity. 

But to return to the inhabitants of Coto ; in politics, religion, and economics, they 
very nearly referable thofe on the Gold Coaft, except that I found here a vaft quantity 
of idol gods. Their language is moltly that of Acra, with a very fmall alteration. By 
reafon their trade is fmall, they are very poor ; very few of them bang rich. Their 
molt advantageous trade is taking a journey in-land and Healing men, which they fell 
to the Europeans, that come here with their Ihips. This is the bell part of their fub* 
fiftence, and indeed all I have to fay of them. 

From Coto to Little Popo is about ten miles ; the country bang as the former, flat 
land, without either hills or trees, and extraordinarily faady, even to fuch a degree 
that all viftuals there dreffed are continually full of land, and not edible ; of which I 
was very fenfible during my three days continuance there : for the King richly 
enough provided me with victuals ; but for the mentioned reafon I could not eat, but 
was forced to fetch provilions from on board our fhip to keep myfelf alive. 

This vaft quantity of fand, with which the whole land is covered, renders it fo barren, 
that the inhabitants are forced to be vi&ualled by thofe of Fida, or at leaft for the 
jnoft part. 
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The inhabitants here are the remains of the kingdom of Acra behind our fort there ; 
from whence they were formerly driven by the King of Aquamboe. Thofe who efcaped 
fettled here, where they may remain long enough ; for it is not probable that they will 
ever return to the poffeffion of their country. 

I have already mentioned their wars with thofe of Coto. They are not very populous ; 
but on the other hand are very warlike. Not many years fince they had a brave 
foldier for their King, whofe name was Aforri, brother to the prefent King. This 
prince, on account of his valour, was very much feared and refpe&ed ; but his greateft 
Hock of fame redounded to him when the Phidalgo of Offra rebelled againft the King 
of Great Ardra, his lord and mailer, whofe yoke he lhook off, and befides killed our 
chief faftor Holwerf. 

To revenge thefe accumulated crimes, the King of Ardra perfuaded King Aforri 
to come againft him with all his force ; which he did, and made fuch Ihort work with 
thofe of OSira, that he conquered as foon as faw them ; wafted their country, and 
delivered the offender into his fovereign’s hands : but not content with this victory, 
and pulhed on by the King of Ardra, he marched againft the people of Fida, and 
encamped in their country ; but wanting powder, he delayed attacking the Fidafians, 
in expectation of having it fent him according to the King of Ardra’s promife ; which 
he did not fail to do in large quantity under a good convoy : but the Fidafians, getting 
intelligence of it, fell upon the convoy with a very ftrong party, defeated it, and feized 
all the powder; which Aforri being informed of, and finding himfelf, for want of 
ammunition, not able to Hand againft his enemies, made a fpeedy as well as very fea- 
fonable retreat ; for the Fidafians intended to have fallen on him with their whole 
force the next day, when he and all his army would probably have been very roughly 
.treated. 

His enemies, informed of his flight, were not in the leaft inclined to purfue him ; 
but on the contrary did not a little rejoice to find themfelves rid of fuch a dangerous 
enemy. 

Aforri being returned into his own territories, was acquainted that his neighbours of 
Coto were ready to have afiifted Fida, if he had flaid any longer in their country ; 
which he fo highly refented, that with utmoft animofity he took the field againft them, 
and defiring nothing more than to come to a clofe engagement with them, he attacked 
them, though ftronger than himfelf, hut they received him fo warmly, that they had 
quickly killed a great part of his army : upon this, furioufly enraged and defperate, 
and carelefs of himfelf, he flew amongft the thickefi of the enemy, where he was fo 
fuirounded that it was impoflible for him to return ; upon which, with feveral of his 
men, after a valiant refiftance, he was left dead upon the fpot. 

The prefent King, though more peaceable and mild, yet prudently revenged his 
brother’s death on the Cotofians, always attacking them in their weakeft condition ; 
which meafures he puxfued fo long as to drive them out of their country. 

The inhabitants of Popo, as well as thofe of Coto, depend on plunder and the flave- 
trade ; in both of which they very much exceed the latter ; for bong endowed with a 
much larger fhare of courage, they rob more fuccefsfully, and confequently by that 
means increafe their trade : notwithftanding all which, to freight a fhip with Haves, re- 
quires fome months attendance. 

In the year 1 697, in three days time I could get but three flaves ; but they allured 
me that if I would have patience for other three days only, they fhould be able to 
deliver me one or two hundred. 1 feemed to approve their propofalj but went on 
board under pretence of fetching fome goods alhore which they defued, and imme- 
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diately weighed anchor and fet fail for Fida ; where I was informed that their incur- 
fions fucceeded fo well, that they returned with above two hundred Haves ; which, for 
want of other fhips, they were obliged to fell to the Portuguefe. 

This nation is more than ordinary fraudulent and thievilh. It is their common 
praQdce to affure the merchant or factor that they have a flock of flaves, only to draw 
him on Ihore ; which having done they never part with him without having fleeced him, 
and befides detained him feveral months. 

The Portuguefe axe cheated by them more than any nation ; notwithftanding which 
they cannot avoid trading with them by reafon they are loaded with fuch forry goods, 
that they can fcarcely get flaves any where elfe. 

In 1698, I found a Danilh Ihip there, which was obliged to wait a longer to 
deal for five hundred flaves, than I fpent in trading for two thoufand at Fida : during 
which time they met with fuch ample proofs of their villanous nature, that I do not 
believe any of that nation will venture thither again. 

A year or two before this, they dealt in the fame manner with an F.nglifh Ihip, and 
befides cheated him of fome of his goods ; but he coming thither again in my rimp^ 
recovered his damages in the following manner : — As foon as he had dropt anchor 
before Popo, fome of the great men, amongft whom was the King’s fon, camp on 
board him ; all which he clapped in the Bilboas : from whence he did not difcharge 
them till he was firli re-imburfed and had obliged them to pay a fum befides. 

In the reign of this King’s brother, this nation was more eafily dealt with, for when 
he had done his bufinefs, he would not fuffer his fubjects to impofe on the Europeans. 
In his rime, one of our Company’s fhips, in eleven days, dealt for above five hundred 
flaves, but that is not what is likely to happen again ; for that nation is at prefent 
fo fraudulent, that undeniably every perfon that deals with them muft be more or lefe 
cheated. 

It is perfectly unneceffary to touch any further on the nature and cuftoms of thefe 
people, fince being originally inhabitants of Acra, in religion and government they 
do not much differ from their country-men. 

During my flay here, I found fuch an incredible number of rats, that I thought 
myfelf bound in charity to' advertife the inhabitants to be upon their guard and- deftroy 
thofe vermin, left increafing upon them they Ihould in time drive them out of their 
country. 

Four miles eaftward from hence is the kingdom of Great Popo, whofe King was 
firft in fubjedion to Fida, but the prefent King being fetr upon the throne by the pre- 
fent King of Fida, in the room of his brother whom he had banifhed, in reward of 
the favours of the Fidafian monarch, he hath withdrawn his allegiance, and thrown 
off that yoke ; at which the Fidafian was fo much enraged, that he raffed a great army, 
which he fent againft Popo, together with the affiftance and ammunition which he 
received from fome French fhips that then lay before Fida, defigning nothing lefs than 
to extirpate them, winch he was alfo encouraged to hope, becaufe the French .fhips 
likewffe failed to fall upon that country by fea : but Popo bang an ifland fituate in the 
midft of the river, both the French and Fidafians were forced to make ufe of floats to 
come at them ; and that nation had put itfelf in fuch a pofture of defence, that it not 
only received its enemies warmly, but after bleeding them, put them to flight, without 
the Ids of one man on their fide ; for they fired very brifkly out of their houfes, and 
unperceived of their enemies, by which means they killed a great number of French 
and Fidafians, and fo dffordered their forces, that throwing down their arms, they run 
over one another to make their efcape ; and if the Popoeans had followed their vic- 
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tory, in all probability not one Frenchman would have efcaped alive, they not being fo 

^Sin^lhis^uX'ccefsful enterprife, the King of Fida hath not ventured on any frefh 
attempts with his own forces, but hath been endeavouring even to this prefent time to 
hire other nations to engage in the quarrel ; but though it hath already coil km large 
fums vet the only fuccefs he has met with is to be cheated on all ndes j wherefore, 
much againft his will, he is obliged to fuffer the King of Popo m qmet poffeiSon of 

^Thekhabitants of Popo have fcarcely any dwelling places, befides the King’s village, 
which, as I have told you, is an iiland, and that fo thinly peopled, and fo mfefted by 
the Fidafians, that they cannot cultivate their land quietly; wherefore they very fre- 
quently want provifions, and would be ftarved, if they were not funuihed with edibles 
from even the Pidafians, their greateft enemies, who continually run the nfk of 
capital punilhments, by reafon of the profit they find to accrue by vifrualling the 

^°ra<Tnatives of Great Popo trade alfo in Haves, which, if no Chips come thither, 
they fell to thofe of Litde Popo ; but their greateft gain is by the filh, which they 

catch in their river, and trade with abroad. 

Some years paft we had a houfe or lodge here, hut by reafon of the declenfion of 
trade, fince die enmity betwixt Fida and Popo, after the death of our fador we left it, 
and fince that time we have not traded with them. , 

This Popo is the firft place which can properly be reckoned to be in the country of 
Ardra: the Ardrafiaa language, with very fmall alterations, is here fpoken. The 
government alfo is here upon' the fame foot, of which more in the defcription of Fida, 

where I thall give you a {ketch of it. . . . jr 

Juft eaft wards of Popo, the country of Fida takes its beginning, and four or five 
miles lower is the road and port. This port is fo incommodious and dangerous, by 
reafon of the horrible burnings in the fea, that we cannot land here without running a 
great rilk; but in April, May, June, and July, the fea burns fo violently, that, ac- 
cording to the proverb, he ought to'have two lives who ventures. 

About this feafon, difmal accidents are very frequent here, great quantities of goods 
are loft, and many men drowned ; for the fea-buming is fo violent^ and rolls fo, that 
a canoe full of people is over-turned, and the canoe ihattered into fplinters in a 
vnaaie, by which means all 'that are in it are in danger to be loft, except the rowers, 
who, through their fkill in fwimming, may perhaps fave themfelves. This over- 
turning of canoes happens every day. 

When I was here, in the year 1698, befides Caves, there were five men loft here; 
viz. a Portuguefe captain, a clerk, and three Englilh failors, befides two captains 
which were brought a-ihore for dead, and lived but a very little while after. 

This port hath coft me, or rather the Company, at feveral times, above two hun- 
dred pounds, and doubtlefs it mult have been more expenfive to the Englilh and others, 
who have not fo good rowers. 

At this time of the year we are troubled with another inconvenience, which is a 
ftrofig eaftem tide, which no boat or feallop can item by rowing, but thofe in the 
boats are obliged to fet them along by flicking their pole in the ground ; fo that what 
by one inconvenience or another we are detained here twice as long as is neceffary to 
our Cave-trade ; but when our fatigue is over, and we are got on ihore, we feem to 
have paffed from hell tq heaven, for having efcaped the apparent dangers of the fea, 
and difceming fuch beautiful meadow-ground about half a mile off, we cannot help 
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being over-joyed on the account not only of our deliver}', but likewife of the future 
pleafures this country promifes. 

For three feveral times I have lived here about three months, not that my merchan- 
dizing required fo long time ; for reckoning one fliip with another, I could difpatch 
each of them in lefs than a month ; and which is yet more, I have laden three in four- 
teen days ; but what obliged me to ftay was waiting for a yacht to carry me off, and 
preparing for my voyage. 

During my ftay here, I ufed all poffible means to difcover the length and breadth of 
this kingdom, but could never obtain a farther fatisfactory account than that its extent 
along the fea-fhore is about nine or ten miles ; and in the middle, it reaches fix or 
feven miles in-land ; after which it extends like two arms, and in fome places is ten or 
twelve miles broad, and in others much narrower; fo that it is impoffible for me to 
oblige you with an exad account of its breadth, but I hope we fhall not quarrel. 

It is, however, unqueftionably certain, that this country is fo very populous, that in 
one village alone, as the King’s, or any of his viceroy’s villages, for inftance, there 
are as many people as in a common kingdom on the Gold Coaft ; and this land is well 
fumifhed with thefe large villages, befides innumerable fmall ones, which are obferv- 
able throughout the whole country, fome not above a mufquet-fhot from each other, 
for thofe who live out of the great villages or towns build and fettle where they pleafe ; 
fo that each family builds a fmall village, which increafes as that multiplies. The great 
number of thefe villages, compofed of houfes which are round at the top, and en- 
compaffed with mud walls or hedges, together with the great numbers of all forts of 
beautiful and lofty-trees, which feem defignedly planted in- exadt order, afford the moft 
beautiful profpeft in the world; to render which the more charming and perfedtly 
agreeable, not fo much as one mountain or hillock interpofeth to interrupt the view ; 
but the whole is a fort of infenfibly riling ground, which is not difcovered till you 
have gone forwards an hour or two, when, turning back, your eyes are regaled with 
a profpeft of the moft charming place that imagination can reprefeat ; nor can I be- 
lieve that any country in the world can fhew the like. Befides which, this land is 
covered with a beautiful verdure, compofed either of grafs or. trees, and plentifully 
provided with^ three forts of com, beans, potatoes, and other fruits, which grow fo 
clofely to each other, that in fome places a foot-path is the only ground that is not 
covered with them ; for the Negroes of this country are fo covetous, that no place 
which is thought fertile can efcape planting, though even within the hedges which 
enclofe their villages and dwelling-places : and they are fo very greedy in this particular, 
that the very next day after they have reaped they are fure to fow again, without 
allowing the land any time for reft. 

The charms of this country have fo far tranfpoxted me, that I. have infenfibly paffed 
through it ; but fince on account of its excellence (comparatively taken and confidered 
as on this Coaft), it deferves a very particular defcription : I therefore defig-n to divide 
it into three heads, viz. firft, I fhall treat of the nature and maimers of the inhabitants; 
fecondly, of their religion and government ; and, thirdly; of the cattle and fruits of this 
country. 

As the firft will take up the remainder of this letter, fo the other two fhall be treated 
of each in a letter apart. But I defire you not to be tired if they all, but more efpe- 
cially this, happen to be fomewhat long ; I fhall not grudge my pains in writing it ; 
and if you put too great a value on the time to read it, the remedy is eafy ; you may 
tear off what you will, and not wafte fo much time on it as to perufe it. 

But 
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But as to my firft particular, I mult needs fay, that the inhabitants of Fid a far ex- 
ceed all other Negroes (that I have had the opportunity of converting -with) both in 
good and bad qualities ; as the following lines, if worthy your reading, will inform 
you : — 

I mult own, that, from the higheft to the loweft, they treat us in the moft civil, 
obliging, and engaging manner in the world ; and as all Negroes continually teaze 
us for prefents, thefe, on the contrary, never defire beyond a morning draught, and 
had rather give than receive. When we trade with them, they are very, well pleafed 
that we acknowledge die fervices tfrey have done us ; but they are incorrigibly fond of 
their ancient cuftoms, but this is fo reafonable that no perfon can deny them that 
privilege. 

' They are fo civil to each other, and the inferior lo refpeQful to the fuperior, that at 
firft I was very much furprifed at it ; for if any of them goes to vifit Ms fuperior, or 
meets him by chance, he immediately fails on his knees, and thrice fucceffively kiffes 
the earth, claps his hands, willies his fuperior a good day or good night, and congra- 
tulates him ; which the other, either fitting or Handing, or whatever pofture he is 
found in, barely anfwers, with foftly clapping his hands, and wiftsng the other a good 
day ; and if he is extraordinarily civil, he faith, it is enough. All which time the 
former remains fitting or proftrate on the earth, till the other departs, unlels his affairs 
call him away ; when, after begging leave, he retires, creeping on the ground ; for 
it would be thought a great crime to fit upon a chair or bench in prefence of his 
fuperior. 

The like deference is paid by the younger to the elder brother, the children to the 
father, and the wives to their hulbands ; none of which will deliver or receive any 
thing to or from his or her fuperior, brother, father, or hufband, otherwife than upon 
the knee, and with both hands together, which is a fign of yet greater fubjection ; and 
if they fpeak to any of the faid perfons, their hand is always clapped before their 
mouth, that their breath may not offend the other. 

When two perfons of equal condition meet each other, they fall both down on their 
knees together, clap hands, and mutually falute, by wifhing each other a good day ; 
which ceremonies are alfo nicely obferved by their followers and dependants on each 
fide, which looks very agreeable. 

If a principal perfon happen to fneeze, all thofe in their prefence fall upon their 
knees ; and after having tiffed the earth, and clapped their hands, wifh him all hap- 
pinefs and profperity. 

When a perfon is prefented with any thing by his fuperior, having received it, he 
daps it in his hands, and after killing the earth, very fubmiffively returns thanks. In 
Ihort, the inferior here fhews as much refpect to the fuperior, as I believe is pradtifed 
in any place of the world ; which is very different from the Negroes on the Gold Coaft, 
who live together without any diftinQtion, like brute beafts : nor do they differ lefs 
from the mentioned Negroes in induftry, for whereas the Gold Coaft Negroes indulge 
themfelves in idlenels as their favourite vice ; here, on the contrary, men as well as 
women are fo vigoroufly induftrious and laborious, that they never defift till they have 
finifhed their undertakings $ and are continually endeavouring after work, in order to 
get money. 

Betides agriculture, from which the King and a few great men are only exempted, 
their manufactures are fpinning of cotton, weaving of fine cloaths, making of cala- 
baffes, wooden veffels, Affagayes andfmith’s-ware, and feveral other handicrafts, which 
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are in greater perfection here than on the Gold Coaft ; befides which, they alfo have 
fome which the other have no knowledge of. 

Whilft the men are fo diligently employed, the women are not idle ; they brew, or 
rather boil beer, and dry's victuals, which they carry to market to fell, together with 
their hufband’s merchandize ; fo that both men and women here are employed in 
getting of money, and each zealoufly ftrives to out-do the other. Hence it is that 
they live very fplendidly, and not as the Blacks on the Gold Coaft, who dare not 
think of a good model when it is dear ; for thefe on the other fide, as well the 
higher as lower fort, eat of the beft that is to be gotten, as long as they have any- 
thing to fupport it ; and when that fails, they are upon the hunt:: to get more ; but to 
a fk them to work with an empty belly, would be to knock at a ideaf-man’s door : on 
which account I think no man can blame them, fince it is but reafonable that they 
fhould, before they begin, be fenfible for what they take pains. 

They work for fmall wages, and the fervice which the meaner fort do us confifts in 
carrying our goods from the fhore to the King’s village, where our houfe is. _ This 
being about three miles, for every burthen of goods we commonly pay from aght to 
twelve pence, in proportion to the weight of iz ; the price of each burthen being 
exadly adjufted. From hence you may colled, that the men work very cheaply here ; 
but they play an after-game, of which I fhall hereafter inform you. 

With a burthen of one hundred pounds on their head, they run a fort of continual 
trot, which is fo fwift, that we Hollanders cannot keep up with them without difficulty, 
though not loaded with an ounce weight. 

Thofe who are very rich here, befides hufbandry, in which their wives and flaves 
are employed under them, drive a very confiderable trade, not only in flaves, but all 
other fort of commodities. 

They are fo diligent in the flave-trade, that they are able to deliver one thoufand flaves 
every month, if there are no fliips at Jakin, which is fubordinate to Great_ Ardra, and 
fituate but three miles below Fida, which makes a very confiderable alteration ; for the 
King of Great Ardra, through whofe territories molt of the flaves are obliged to pals, 
when the fhips are there, to favour his own fubjects, very commonly finite up all the 
paffes to Fida by a very ftrict prohibition ; upon which his fubje&s are obliged to deal 
by Health with thofe of Fida (againft whofe King he is an irreconcilable enemy), which 
yet they continuall y do, feeming not much concerned at their Kings’ difputes. Not- 
withftanding which, trade doth not flourifh fo well as when the King of Ardra leaves 
commerce open betwixt his fubjects and thofe of Fida. 

The r emainin g cuftoms and manners of the natives of Fida, not affecting their reli- 
gious worfliip, are very like.thofe on the Gold Coaft, excepting only, as I have already 
hinted, that thefe exceed the other in all particulars of living ; for whereas the former 
content themfelves with one, two, three, and themoft confiderable men, . with eight, 
ten or twenty wives; they have here forty or fifty, and their chief captains three or 
four hundred, fome one thoufand, and the King betwixt four and five thoufand. 

Moffc of thefe wives ferve to till the ground, for their hufbands only ; but the moil 
beautiful ftay at home, where they are not yet excufed from working ; befides which 
they are obliged to ferve and wait on their hufband. No rich Negro will fuffer any man 

to enter the houfes where his wives refide. _ _ . 

The men here are fo Itrangely jealous of their wives, that on .the leaituuipicion m 
the world, they fell them to the Europeans ; being in this particular very different from 
the Negroes of the Gold Coaft, who make no manner of fcruple of driving a public 
trade with their wives’ body. 
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The cuftom of this country is vaftly different from that ; for if any perfon here pre- 
fume to debauch another’s wife, if the injured perfon is a rich man, the offender mufl 
not only die, but fuch a crime is, befides that, fufficient to plunge his whole family 
into flavery. 

If any perfon happen barely to touch any part 6f the body of one of the King’s wives, 
defignedly, or by the moll unforefeen accident in the world, his head, or at leall his 
liberty, is thereby forfeited : he being, for a punifliment of his innocent crime, doomed 
to perpetual flavery. Wherefore all thofe whofe bufinefs lies near the King’s houfes, 
call out aloud that his wives may be informed there is a man thereabouts. 

For the fame reafon the King (as I have before hinted) is ferved by his wives in his 
houfe, not permitting any man to enter the walls thereof, unlefs to repair it, or do 
what the women cannot, upon which occaiion the women are obliged to retire to 
another part of it. 

When the workmen are tiling or repairing the King’s houfe, they continually call 
out, that the King’s wives may, during that time, keep within ; for if they Ihould hap- 
pen to fee them only, it would be imputed to them as a crime. 

So when the King’s wives go to the field to work, as they do daily by hundreds, 
they are certain, whenever they meet a man, to cry out, Stand clear after which 
he either immediately fells on his knees or flat on the ground, and waits their palling 
by him, without prefuming fo much as to look at them. 

* On account of the leaf! difgult or trifle, the King fometimes fells eighteen or twenty 
of his wives, which doth not at all leffen their number, for three of his principal cap- 
tains, to whom the government of the feraglio is entrufted, daily fupply their places 
with freih ladies ; for whenever they fee a beautiful virgin, they immediately prefent 
her to the King, which none of his fubjects dare prefume to refiife or contradifl:. 

When a lady is prefented to the King that happens to pleafe liim, he does her the 
honour to lie with her twice or thrice ; after which fhe is obliged to pafs the remainder 
of her life like a nun : for which reafon, the women are fo far from being greedy of the 
honour of being the King’s wives, that feme of them prefer a fpeedy death to fuch a 
miferable life. 

About two years pall thefe captains endeavoured to bring him a beautiful young maid ; 
but Ihe not being very fond of a nun’s life, fled from them, and they purfuing her, fhe 
defpairing threw herfelf into a deep well, in which flie was ftifled. I leave her cafe to 
be determined by the ladies. 

Upon the father’s death, the eldeft fen inherits not only all his goods and cattle, but 
his wives ; which he immediately holds and enjoyeth as his own, excepting his own 
mother : for whom he provides a feparate apartment, and fufficient fubfiftance, in cafe 
■fhe cannot live without it. This cuftom obtains not only with the King and captains, 
but alfo amongll the commonalty. 

This prefent King married two of his own daughters : but they dying quickly after, 
and his brutal pleafures being of a Ihort duration, he imagines that the gods that way 
punifhed him for his crime ; which hath drawn from him an oath never to repeat it for 
the future. To prevent temptation, in my time he married his only daughter to the 
Englxfli Company’s factor here ; and once talking very freely with him, I, in a jelling 
manna, impofed a fort of fine upon him for not having made me the firft offer of he£ 
He willingly paid his fine, adding withal, that though his daughter was married, fee 
was yet at my fervrice, if I defined her, fince one word was fufficient to call her home. 
What think yon, fir, axe not this King’s daughters very cheap ? But the mifchief 
S is. 
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is, that marrying a King’s daughter in this country is not very advantageous, otherwife 
I had not failed long fince to be happy that way. 

From fuch a multitude of wives, a great number of children may rerfonably be 
expected. You may eafily believe this when I aver to you, I have feen men that were 
fathers of above two hundred children ; but, however, to put it out of doubt, not 
only myfelf, but feveral others who have enquired into it, are afcertained cf the truth 
of it in two inftances ; the firft of which is one of the King’s captains, that ferved us 
feveral years as an interpreter, whofe name is Agoei. 

I once alked him in prefence of one of our captains and my affiftant, how many 
children he had, having always obferved a good number with him ; to which he, 
fighing, anfwered, that he had been fo very unhappy in that particular, as not to have 
many, and that he could pot pretend to above feventy ; I alked him whether he had 
not had more that were dead ; he told me yes, about as many as were at prefent alive. 
And yet this man thought that both thefe numbers, making together one hundred and 
forty, were but a very fmall number ; from whence you may guefs what number is 
fiifficient to make a man rich, or well-ftocked with children. 

The King, who was prefent at this conversation, affined me that one of his viceroys, 
affifted by his fons and grandfons with their Haves, had repulfed a powerful enemy 
which came again!! him. That this viceroy, with his fons and grandfons, could make 
out the number of two thoufand, not reckoning daughters or any that were dead. 
Judge then, fir, whether, if a new world were difcovered, thefe men would not be fit 
to people it. 

If what I have told you is true, as I do not in the leaf! doubt but it is, being con- 
firmed by the King’s affeveration in the prefence of all his principal men ; and this whole 
country is fo prolific, it is not very furprifing that it is fo populous, or annually fells 
fo many Haves. 

Having detained you long enough on the head of the marriages of the Fidafians, let 
us now take a -view of their dealing with, or keeping the goods o| others. To this pur- 
pole is what the King faid to me the firft time I came to Fida ; His Majefty’s advice 
and character of his fubjecfts ran thus : — “ That his fubjects were not like thofe of 
Ardra and other neighbouring countries ; which upon the leaf! umbrage received from 
the Europeans would poifon them. This is,” continues he, “ what you have no rea- 
ion to fear here ; but I advffe you to take particular care of your goods, for my people 
leem to be bom expert thieves, and will rob you of no more than they can come at.” 

I was entirely fatisfied with this frank declaration of the King’s, refolving to be fo care- 
ful that their pilfering nature fhould not much redound to my damage ; but I reckoned 
without my hoft, for I afterwards found that they were the greater and molt cunning 
thieves in the world. 

Except three or four of the moft confiderable men, all this nation, high and low, 
rich and poor, are tainted with this vice. In fhort, not to exclude any body in the 
whole country, as I have before hinted, they are fuch expert thieves, that they obliged 
a French merchant to fay of them, that they underftood the art of thievery better than 
the cut-purfes and pick-pockets of Paris. Would you know what extorted this charadter 
of that nation from him ; it was, that being ready to depart, he had packed up all his 
goods in his pack-houfe, to which he had alfo added a great number of chickens, de- 
figned for his voyage, refolving to fhip off all the next day ; but he was excufed that 
trouble, for when he came to his warehoufe next morning, he found neither goods nor 
fowl, though the warehoufe was firm and clofe, and well locked, fo that he could not 
voj-. y.v!. 3 Q imagine 
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imagine which way the thievery had been acted ; though I afterwards difcovered the 
trick at my coft. 

The Negroes of the Gold Coaft are very thievifli, but are not to be compared with 
thefe. I never faw a fhip here of what nation foever, that they have not robbed of 
goods to a confiderable value ; for, as I have already told you, it being three miles 
from the lung’s village to the fhore, all which way we are neceffitated to make ufe of 
thefe villains to carry our goods, they are hereby fumilhed with the befl: opportunity 
in the world to play their part ; of which there is no hindering them : though inftead 
of Argus you had a watchman with a thoufand eyes, they would yet deceive him ; and 
if we happen, to catch them and reprehend them for it, they have aifurance enough to 
aft: us, whether we can imagine that they would work fo hard as they do, for fuch 
fmall wages, without the liberty of ftealing. 

In my time the Englifh. fewed up their fmall barrels of Bodies (the money of this 
country) in facks, thinking thereby to have fecured them from the pilfering fingers of 
the Negroes ; but they were miftaken ; for as they were carrying them, on the way, 
they cut the facks of the barrels, and dug out their Boefies at die chinks of the barrel 
with an iron duffel. They are acquainted with an hundred feveral ways of ftealing, 
which would be too long to recite here. I {hall only add that no perfon can provide 
againft them ; and if we complain to the King, we cannot expect any juftice, much 
lefs retribution. For though the King gives order to have the guilty fearched after and 
punMhed, yet no perfon dare inform, for fear of the King’s eldeft fon, who commonly 
{hares with, and confequently protects thefe villains. 

And if we ftiould prefume to think, that when our goods are in the warehoufes, 
they are then in a fafe harbour, we ftiould find ourfelves grolsly miftak en ; at firft I 
was of that opinion, but having had ftolen from me, in one night’s time, above the value 
of fixty pounds fterling in goods, I changed my opinion, believing that the only way 
to be free from their thievery, was to leave them and their country. I then found the 
locks of my warehoufe entire, and had very fafely kept the key ; fo that at firft I could 
not imagine which way the thievery was committed, but afterwards I difcovered the 
villany : I obferved that in the garret, which was thatched with reed and clay or mud, 
to prevent firing, they had made a hole, and affilled by a, pole with a hook at the end 
of it, had drawn out my goods. 

But they had made fuch a large hole in the Frenchman’s warehoufe, that a man 
might pafs through it. In Ihort, go how it will, they are fure to fteal fomething j but 
having faid enough on this fubject, it is time to think of fomething elfe ; and before we 
fpeak of their government and religion, ,we fhall give fome fhort hints on other fubjecls. 

The Negroes here are more richly cloathed than thofe of the Gold Coaft, except in 
gold and filver, which they have not here, nor are they acquainted with its worth. 
They wear five or fix. deaths, all of different forts, one above the other, the uppermoft 
of which is eight or nine yards long, which they wrap very decently about their body. 
None are permitted to wear red except thofe of the royal family only. 

The women alfo wear a multitude of cloaths or panes, heaped one over another, each 
of which is not above a yard and half a quarter long, or a yard and a half long, of 
which they buckle their two ends on their bellies. Thefe cloaths very clofely cover 
the pofte-riors, but fit very loofe before, infomuch that if the wind blows a little frefti, 
what modefty obliges to cover is frequently expofed. 

The .Negroes tell us that this fafhion was the women’s invention, and grounded on a 
conv enienc e which they found in it, as doubtlefs every mode is fome way or other 
ufefril. 

It 
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It is odd enough to obferve that all men, women and children go with their heads 
clofely ihora by a razor, and that without any covering in rain, wind, the {torching fun, 
or be the weather how it will : and if it is certainly true that going with the head naked 
renders it very hard, I dare aver that the Negroes mull; be very hard-headed, fince 
they are always bare in that part ; and hence it is, as well as from their beards being 
clofely {horn, that the old men feem younger than they really are. 

If the Negroes on the Gold Coaft, when feized by ficknefs, are very diligent in the 
ufe of medicines, and numerous offerings for the recovery of their health ; the Negroes 
here exceed them, efpecially in the laft, which is the employment of feverri whole days. 

The medicinal remedies are the fame with thofe on the Gold Coaft, but the offerings 
are very different : here each perfon referves a place under the open air, which is fet 
apart for that purpofe, and hedged about with reeds and other trafti. In this confecrated 
place they continually facrifice in order to obtain health and profperity. 

They are fo very fearful of death, that they very unwillingly hear it mentioned, for 
fear that alone ihould haften their end. No Negro in the whole country dare prefume 
to fpeak of death in prefence of the King or any great man, on penalty of undergoing 
it as a punifhment himfelf, 

The firft voyage I made hither, being upon my departure, I afked the King (who 
owed me about one hundred pounds fterling), who fliould pay me in cafe of his death 
at my return ; all thofe prefent were perfectly amazed at this queftion ; but the King, 
who underftood a little Portuguefe, taking me right, and finding that I was ignorant 
of their cuftoms, fmilingly anfwered, that I ought not to trouble myfelf about that, for 
he Ihould not die, but always live. I foon perceived that I had been guilty of fome 
foleeifm in their manners, wherefore I took my leave and retired to my apartment ; but 
withal aflting the captains which' followed me the reafon of their aftoniftunent. They 
replied, that no perfon, on pain of death, dared prefume to fpeak of death itfelf fo pub- 
licly in the King’s prefence, much lefs talk of his own dying. I was then filent ; but 
in my fecond and third voyage, growing more familiar with the King, and his before- 
mentioned great men, I have frequently ridiculed their vain fear of death; and 
accuftomed them to it, fo that in time they began to laugh at it themfelves, efpecially 
the King (who is a very jolly fellow) when I frighted any of his captains with death ; 
but no Negro will venture to open his lips on that fubject. 

The Negroes live in a manner by guefs, making no manner of diftinftion of times. 
They have no feftivals, nor divifions of hours, days, weeks, months or years, but 
reckon their fowing time by moon-fhines, and very well know that every three days 
there is a great market. 

They are fo accurately quick in their merchandize accompts, that theyeafily reckon 
as juftly and as quick in their heads alone, as we with the affiftance of pen and ink, 
though the fum amounts to feveral thoufands ; which makes it very eafy to trade with 
them, and not half fo troublefome as to deal with other and much duller Negroes. 

I beg you would not be furprifed that I jumble my matter-confufedly together, for 
not allowing myfelf time to digeft it ; fo I defire you would pleafe to take it in good 
part, let it fall how it will : but if you defire what I write to be thrown into an accu- 
rate method, after you have received it, you have it in your own hands and power. 
But for the prefent, I can give you no further confolation, than that the glafe is almoft 
run out, and this letter is very near its conclulion. 

Menftruous women are efteemed fo unclean, that they are not permitted entrance 
into the King’s, or other great men’s houfes, on lefe penalty than death, or perpetual 


llavery. 


The 


35i 



EOSMAX’s GUINEA. 


434 

The circumcilion of infants, efpecially the males, is here cuftomary ; but if they 
be aiked whence this cuftom was deduced, they readily anfwer, that it was traditionally 
handed to them by their anceftors, and they at prefent neither know the reafon nor 
llgnification. 

I have juft hinted that the male-infants were circumcifed, in which you will perhaps 
think I am in the right, fince the cuftom is fcarcely practicable in the other fex : but I 
can a ffu re you, fir, that fome girls are here liable as well as the boys. You, as a 
phyfician, need make no farther queftion on that head ; and I refer the ignorant to 
what Mr. Arnold van Overbeck faith concerning the Hottentots at the Cape of Good 
Hope. 

The Negroes differ very much from each other in the circumcifion of children ; fome 
do it at four, live, or fix, and others at eight or ten years of age. 

Their mufical inftruments are much better than thofe on the Gold Coaft, and they 
are aifo much modeller in the ufe of them, for in the time of mourning they never 
zeaze you with the noife of them. 

They axe very great gamefters, and willingly flake all they are mailers of in the 
world at play ; and when money and goods are wanting, like the Chinefe, they flake 
firft wife and children, and then land and body. 

Not to detain you any longer, I fhall pafs by their mufical as well as gaming inftru- 
ments, and conclude this from him, who, at all times, and in all places, .is, fir, 
vours, See. 


LETTER XIX. — Which briefly treats concerning the Government of Fida ; capital 
Crimes very rare here ; Puniflment of Murder, and of violating one of the King’s 
Wives ; other Crimes charged with pecuniary Mulcts only. — The Oath of Purgation, in 
what Manner adminifiered. — The Age of the King, bis Temper, his Chamber of Audi- 
ence, dmeflic Office, Revenue, and Receivers thereof ; what Portion accrues to the 
King by the Sale of a Slave ; his Revenue which arifes from Fifh , and his Citfloms, 
how much on each Ship ; concerning the Captains ; the Riches of this Pr 'mce ; at what 
Charges he is obliged to live, and his great Expenses ; no Perfon permitted to fee the 
King eat, or know where he lodgeth, except his Wives ; his Prefents to the Europeans ; 
be is adored as a Demi-god ; his Cloaths, and Children , and the Nature of the latter ; 
bow he came to the Throne ; a barbarous Cuftom on occafton of the Death of their 
Kings ; the Kings Commands executed by his Wives, whence a pleafant Adventure is 
related. — The Religion and Superftition of the Ftdaftans ; their Multitude of Idols, of 
which a Negro gave a very diverting Explication ; their Notion of the true God • 
their principal Deities ; firft of the Snake, to which great Offerings are made, chiefly 
by the King ; the Houfe of their chief eft God, where fituate, of what Largeneft , and 
how found out ; Offerings formerly ferct by the King to the Snake-houfe, but at prefent 
abolijhed , and why ; a large Account of the King's Revenue on account of the Snake’s 
Worjhip, which Cheat, though known to be fuch by the Negroes, yet for certain Reafons 
they dare not oppofe it ; be who injures the Snake condemned to the Flames ; the tragical 
Tate of fome Englijb on that account; another which befel a Gold Coaft Negro ; Mul- 
titudes of Snakes in the Dwelling-places of the Europeans; the Author paid for the 
imaginary boarding of a Snake; thefe idolatrous Snakes do not injure Mankind; the 
Negroes cannot bear my Difcourfe againft the Snake; how they behave themfelves if 
by chance they happen to kill one of them; a pleafant Adventure between a Hog and 
a Snake , which eft the Lives <f fome Hundreds of the former; the Trees are the 
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fecond-r ate Gods of the Natives of Fida ; the Sea their third God; ok what Occaficns 
the two laft are honoured with Orifons and Sacrifices ; Priejis and Pricfiejfes in great 
EJieem ; the laji called God's Children ; their great Authority ; what the Fidqfians 
think of diabolical Spirits, and Hell , in which Belief they have been long fince con- 
firmed ; Difcourfe betwixt a Fidafian Captain and an Auguftine Friar. 

Sir, 

IN my laft, dated , I divided my deferipdon of Fida into three parts ; of the 

firft of which, I therein treated at large ; and the fecond, namely, their government 
and religion, I {hall difpatch in this ; but the firft part of this head affording nothing 
very particular, I fhall not detain you long on it. ir' ° 

The government, for fo far as it relates to the country, dr the war, is veiled in 
the King and his principal great men ; but in criminal cafes the King affembles his 
council, compofed of certain perfons, opens . the indictments to them, and requires 
each perfon to declare his fentiments, what punilhment the criminal deferves. When 
the verdict pleafes him, execution is accordingly done in purfuance to it ; but if he 
diflikes it, he obliges the council to retire, and punilheth the malefactor according to 
his royal will and pleafure. 

_ Here are very few capital crimes, which are only murders and committing adultery 
with the King’s or his great men’s wives ; but the Negroes, as I have already hinted, 
being very fearful of death, are the moil careful people in the world how they incur 
that penalty. Notwithftanding which, from time to time, feveral venture fo far as to 
deferve that punilhment, of which I fhall give you fome inftances that happened within 
thefe five or fix years. 

The two firft are of two Blacks, both executed for murder in the fame manner, viz. 
they were cut open alive, their intrails taken out of their bodies and burned ; after 
which, their corpfe were filled with fait, and fixed on a Hake in the middle of the 
Market-place, where I faw them in my firft voyage thither. 

About four years paft a Negro, who had been tardy with one of the King’s wives, 
being caught, was, together with the female accomplice of his crime, brought to the 
place of execution in the open field, where he was fet as a mark for feveral great men, 
by way of diverfion, to fliow their fkill in darting the Affagays at him, by which this 
poor wretch was miferably tormented. After this, in the prefence of the offending 
lady, he was bereft of his molt criminal member, and after being obliged to throw it 
into the fire himfelf, they were both put into a deep pit, being firft bound hand anri 
foot ; then their executioners fet a pot of boiling water upon the fire, out of which 
they by degrees laved fome on the poor criminals till it was half out, upon which 
they poured the remainder on them all at once, and filling the pit with earth, buried 
them alive. 

Two years after this, a young man was taken, that had {hut himfelf up in the King's 
dwelling-place in women’s habit, and enjoyed feveral of the King’s wives ; but at laft 
fearing a difeovery, they refolved to take their flight \ and not contented with having 
cuckolded the King, they defigned to make up a good pack of the King's goods, which 
might fubfift them in another country ; but they were catched, attempting the latter 
part of their enterprife, though not all, but only the Negro and one woman ; and no 
torture infli&ed on the former, was fufficient to extort from him a difeovery of any 
more, fo fentence paffed to bum him with the woman. 

The Negro feeing the King’s wives fo vei*y forward to bring wood to bum hjwt , 
could not forbear laughing, thereby hinting that, they were at prefeat very diligent to 
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furnifh fuel for the execution of him with whom they had paffed many a night very 
agreeably ; this he not only expreffed by his laughter, but publicly faid ; but would 
not accufe any of the guilty, for which reafon thefe two only were punilhed, who 
accompanied one another in life and death. 

From what I have faid you may obferve, that the King knows very well how to find 
out thofe who injure him j but in the affair of doing juftice to others he is fomewhat 
deaf. 

The remaining crimes of the Negroes are moftly compounded by a pecuniary mulct : 
which the King, without calling his captains to his affiftance, takes himfelf, except one 
of his favourites, named Captain Carter, who is juftly called the King’s foul ; fince 
without ilim he will not do any thing, though even of the leaft importance. This per- 
fon, in my time, was, as we here call him, Captain Blank, or the captain to whom the 
European affairs were all entrufted. 

If any perfon here is accufed of any crime, and denies the fact, he is obliged to 
clear himfelf by Fetiches, as on the Gold Coaft ; or otherwife (which is here very 
common), he is brought to a river, not far from the King’s court ; to which is afcribed 
the ftrange quality of immediately drowning all the guilty perfons which are thrown 
into it (contrary to the European manner of trying witches) ; but the innocent come 
clear out of it without any damage; fuppoling withal that they fave themfelves by 
fwimming : in which art all of them being very expert, I never heard that this river 
ever yet conviQed any perfon ; for they all come well out, paying a certain fum to the 
King ; for which end alone I believe this trial is defigned. 

The viceroys in their governments generally follow the fame rule, and condemn the 
malefactors to pay a certain fum for their ufe. 

Having little more to fay concerning their government, I fhall now apply anyfelf to 
the King’s houfehold and ftate. 

The prefent King is aged fome years above fifty, but as vigorous and fprightly as a 
man of five and thirty : he is the moil civil and generous Negro that I have obferved 
among the black kind, and is never better pleafed than when we delire a favour of 
him. It would be very eafy to obtain whatever we alked of him, if a parcel of rafcally 
flatterers did not continually buzz leffons of .good hufbandry in his ears, not really out 
of kindnefs to him, but only in order to draw to themfelves what by their frugal advice 
they prevent his bellowing on others : and I have obferved that he daily more and 
more hearkens to thefe fort of people ; for inftead of being kind to us, he is now fo 
obflinate and humourfome in his trading with us, that we fcarcely know how to deal 
with him : for at firft he left it to us what to offer, now, on the contrary, he will have 
every thing his own way ; he will have the choice!! and vendible part of our merchan- 
dizes in exchange for his Saves, which falls very heavy on the merchant ; for befides 
that, he is obliged to give him one-third, fourth, or fifth, at leaft extraordinary for 
every flave ; the beft goods being difpofed of, the remainder are not to be put off but 
to difadvantage : whereas if the King would be a little reafonable, as he was the firft and 
fecond time I was there, we could eafilj difpofe of the whole cargo. 

This King’s train is fo very mean, that it is fcarcely worth mentioning, he being 
attended by none but his wives only. Once, or at moll, twice every year, he goes 
abroad, when he appears b a fort of fplendid retinue, more efpecially accompanied 
with his wives, who amount to above one thoufimd ; each of which is^dreffed in the 
richeft and moft fplendid manner. -.At this time all his moll beautiful wives, who are 
.always dofely enough (hut up, may be feen; and with them a rich treafure of coral, 
which is worth even more than gold. In this progrels he is not accompanied with fo 
6 much 
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much as one man ; but he before-hand advertizes all his great men where he intends 
to divert himfelf, whither they go to wait for him, ftill taking care they keep far 
enough off his wives, as being allowed no greater favour than to fee them as they 
pafs by. 

The remaining part of the year the King remains in his houfe, indulging himf elf 
in no other diversions than what his wives afford him, except when he goes to the 
place of audience, in order to be informed by his captains if any thing hath happened, 
or to impart his commands to them. Which being done, he goes to the place of 
audience appointed for the Europeans, to difcourfe with them concerning commerce. 
Where, when he and I had no other bufinefs, I have fpent many days in one fort of 
game or other (to all which, according to the genius of that nation, he is ftrangely 
addicted), we playing for an ox, hog, fheep, &c. but never for goods or money j and 
I had always that advantage of him, that if I won, he immediately fent home my 
winnings : but, on the contrary, if I loft, he did not defire to receive my lofings. In 
this place of audience, there are two foot-benches, one broad covered with a cloth, 
and provided with an oval ftool, according to the cuftom of the country, this is for 
the King j and the other covered with mats for the Europeans to fit next the King and. 
converfe with him, always bare-headed ; not that they are ordered to do fo, but be- 
caufe they always find that he is pleafed therewith. Whenever we enter this place 
of audience, we are defired to lay by our fwords, becaufe the King doth not like that 
any fhould appear armed before him. It is diverting enough to fpend a whole day 
with the King here ; for befides that he is very good company, he is continually enter- 
taining you with the belt that he has to eat and drink. 

No perfon is fuffered to drink out of the fame glafs or cup with the King, but he 
hath always one kept particularly for himfelf ; and that which hath but once touched 
another’s lips he never ufes more, though it be made of metal that may be cleanfed 
by fire. 

When any of the Europeans eat in his prefence (which he is very fond of), the table 
is indifferently regularly fumifhed and ferved. All his great men or nobles Ue proftrate 
on the earth around, as long as he is prefent, without daring to rife : and what the 
Europeans leave at their table is bellowed upon them, which they very greedily eat, 
whether they like it or not, and though they have ten times better at home ; and were 
it not to affront the King’s diet, would not touch it. 

The polls or offices which this King bellows, are of three forts : firft, the viceroys, 
here called Phidalgoes or governadors, which compofe the firft flate of the kingdom ; 
thefe in the King’s abfence, and in their viceroyalties, command as arbitrarily and keep 
up as great flate as the King himfelf. 

The fecond are his chief-captains, here called grand-captains, though moll of them 
are withal viceroys over fome country or other. 

The third are the common captains ; of which there are a great number ; and each 
of thefe hath a particular chara&er : he to whom the care of the market is entrufted, 
is captain of the market ; by the fame rule another is captain of the Haves, a third of 
the Tronks or prifons, another of the fhore. In fhort, for every affair that can be 
thought of, the King hath appointed a captain overfeer. Befides which there are a 
great number of honorary captains without any offices ; for each of all which polls in 
proportion every perfon is obliged to pay the King a good fum of money, though he 
hath always the honour of bellowing it only out of his efpecial favour. 

This King’s revenue, in proportion to his country, is very large ; of which, I be- 
lieve, he hath above one thoufand collectors, who difperfe themfelves throughout the 
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whole land, in all market -roads and paffages, in order to gather the King’s toll, which 
amounts to an incredible fum ; for there is nothing fo mean fold in the whole king- 
dom, that the King hath not toll for it : which, indeed, if all honeftly paid to him, 
would make him very rich ; but the gentlemen-collectors fo largely fleece it, that the 
King icarcely receives one-fourth part of the whole. 

There are three principal collectors appointed over the flave-trade ; each of which 
is to. receive a rix-dollar for the King’s toll, for every Have that is traded for : but thefe 
gentlemen, like the reft, agree under-hand with thofe who fell the Haves; fo that 
the King receives nothing of it : but with refpect to the flaves which are fold for 
Boefies (the money of this county), fomewhat better care is taken, for the fum con- 
tracted for is paid in the King’s prefence ; out of which he receives three rix-dollars 
for every flave : notwithftanding which care, though he is the leafl: cheated, yet fome 
of his fubjeSs are fo fly as to fetch their money for their flaves by night, or at unfea- 
fonable times, and confequently cheat him ; and on account that we have continual 
occaflon to make ufe of them, we cannot deny them their money whenever they de- 
mand it. 

The exact half of all the fines and tolls in his viceroyalties accrues to him * but 1 be- 
lieve he would be very well fatisned if he could but get one-fourth. 

There are two very large rivers at Fida : one of which runs by the two Popos, the 
other by Jackin : they are fo plentifully ftored with fifh, that the King’s tell out of 
each of them is worth one hundred flaves, which yet is not above half what the col- 
lectors receive. 

To the foregoing revenues of the King may be added that from each fhip which 
comes here to trade, reckoning one with another, either by toll, his own trade or 
cuftom, which comes to about four hundred pounds iter ling ; and fometimes fifty 
Slips come hither in a year, though at other times not above half fo many : in ihort, if 
the King were not cheated, he would have a vaft income, and be a potent prince, 
confidered as one of this country Kings ; but compared with the oriental or other 
Stings, he makes indeed but a wretched figure : but it goes here as all the world over, 
each officer Heals no more than he can, and the offices feem only to turn to the 
advantage of the poflefibrs, without the givers bring much the better for them. 

But how great feever the King’s revenue may be, he hath occafion enough for it ; 
for befides the large fums which he daily furnilhes for the deftruefcion of Popo, and to 
fubjed Offra, befides thefe, I fay, and the neceflary expences of his houfehold, toge- 
ther with the rich offerings he is obliged to make to his idol-gods, he is daily obliged 
to keep four thoufand men, and to provide them with meat and drink ; and though 
he doth not efteem his fubje&s more than his flaves, yet when he employs them, he is 
obliged to pay them dear enough. 

His principal great men eat with him daily, or at leaft in his prefence, for no man 
is permitted to fee him eat, nor any woman befides his wives ; which feems to me 
formerly defigned to create an imagination in the fubje&s, that their Kings were fome- 
what more than men, and were to be refpe&ed and adored as gods ; and that they did 
mot, like other men, want the common fupplies of earing and drinking, though the 
King doth the Iaft before every-body. 

For the former reafon, and one more which I fhall mention, no perfon is permitted 
to know the King’s lodging-place. I once very innocently alked his greateft mining 
Carter, where the King lay at night ; but he anfwered this queftion with another, 
which was, ** Where doth God lodge ? Juft as much is it pofllble for us to know the 
King’s bed-chamber.” 
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This, 1 am. apt to think, is done to preferve a deep refpect amongft the people j and 
that upon a fudden onfet of the enemies, they Ihould not immediately find the King, 
but that he may get time enough to fave himfelf by flight. 

Befides the above-mentioned expences, the King’s charge is very much augmented 
by his continual prefents to the Europeans ; which, if he likes them and they receive 
them thankfully, are conliderable. 

Their tables are daily fumifhed by him with fheep, hogs, fowl, beef, or what elfe 
can be gotten, together with bread, fruit, beer, and what thereto appertains, and all 
this in larger quantities than their people really want. 

The Hollanders were in my time extraordinarily well treated here, for the King pro- 
vided them better than all other nations, and frequently fent them a double portion ; 
but fince the captains of fhips have managed the trade here, I am informed our nation, 
is treated by the King with very fmall diftinction ; for which thefe matters of fhips are 
folely to blame ; for they, being utterly ignorant of the manners of the people, do not 
know how to treat them with that decency which they require ; and the natives here 
being very judicious, have doubtlefs Ieffened their former efteem for them : upon 
which ground I dare prophetically aver, that they will certainly ruin- the flave-trade 
here, and fo manage it that every body fhall be obliged to pay dearer for flaves than 
ufually. But having touched on this fubject in the feventh letter, I fhall quit it at 
prefent ; as alfo that I may not anger the fallors, who fancy they underftand the flave- 
trade as well as we ourfelves ; but fince I have fo often mentioned that commerce, I 
fhall defcribe how it is managed by our factors here. 

The firft bufinefe of one of our factors when he comes to Fida, is to fatisfy the 
cuftoms of the King and the great men, which amount to about one hundred pounds 
in Guinea value, as the goods mutt yield there. After which we have free licence to 
trade, which is publifhed throughout the whole land by the crier. 

But yet before we can deal with any perfon, we are obliged to buy the King’s whole 
flock of flaves at a fet price ; which is commonly one-third or one-fourth higher than 
ordinary : after which we obtain free leave to deal with all his fubje&s of what rank 
foever. But if there happen to be no ftock of flaves, the faftor mutt then refolve to 
run the rifk of trufting the inhabitants with goods to the value of one or two hundred 
flaves ; which commodities they fend into the in-land country, in order to buy with 
them flaves at all markets, and that fometimes two hundred miles deep in the country : 
for you ought to be informed that markets of men are here kept in the fame manner as 
thofe of beafts with us. 


Not a few in our country fondly imagine that parents here fell their children, men 
their wives, and one brother the other : but thofe who think', fo deceive themfelves ; 
for tbj s never happens on any other account than that of neceffity, or fome great crime : 
but mnft of the flaves that are offered to us are prifoners of war, which are fold by the 


vi&ors as their booty. 

When thefe flaves come to Fida, they are put in prifbn all together, and when we 
treat concerning buying them, they are all brought out together in a large plain; 
where, by our chirurgeons, whofe province it is, they are thoroughly examined, even 
to the fmalleft member, and that naked too, both men and women, without the ieail 
diftinction or modefty. Thofe which are approved as good are fet on one fids ; and 
the lame or faulty are fet by as invalids, which are here called Mackrons. Thefe are 
fnrh as are above five and thirty years old, or are maimed in the ar.i:S s legs, hands, 
or feet, have loft a tooth, are grey-haired, or have films over their eves; as well as 
voi. xvi. 3 R 
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all thofe which are affe&ed with any venereal dillemper, or with feveral other 
difeafes. 

The invalids and the maimed being thrown out, as I have told you, the remainder 
are numbered, and it is entered who delivered them. In the mean-while a burning 
iron, with the arms or name of the Companies, lies in the fire ; with which ours are 
marked on the breall. This is done that we may diftinguifh them from the Haves of 
the Englifh, French, or others, (which are alfo marked with their mark) and to pre- 
vent the Negroes exchanging them for worfe ; at which they have a good hand. 

I doubt not but this trade feerns very barbarous to you, but fince it is followed by 
mere neceffitv, ii muft go on ; but we yet take all poffible care that they are not burned 
too hard, efpecially the women, who are more tender than the men. 

We are feldom long detained in the buying of thefe Haves, becaufe their price is 
eftablilhed, the women being one-fourth or fifth part cheaper than the men. The de- 
putes which we generally have with the owners of thefe Haves are, that we will not 
give them fuch goods as they afk for them, efpecially the Boefies (as I have told you, 
the money of this country), of which they are very fond, though w T e generally make 
a divifion on this head in order to make one fort of goods help off another, becaufe 
thofe Haves which are paid for in Boefies cofl the Company one half more than thofe 
bought with other goods. The price of a Have is commonly — — 

"When we have agreed with the owners of the Haves, they are returned to their pri- 
fon ; where, from that time forwards, they are kept at our charge, colling us two-pence 
a-day a Have, which ferves to fubfifi; them, like our criminals, on bread and water : fo 
that to fave charges, we fend them on board our ihips with the very firlt opportunity ; 
before which their mailers ftrip them of all they have on their backs, fo that they 
come aboard flark-naked as well women as men : in which condition they are obliged 
to continue, if the mailer of the fhip is not fo charitable (which he commonly is) as to 
bellow fomething on them to cover their nakednefs. 

You would really wonder to fee how thefe Haves live on board ; for though their 
number fometimes amounts to fix or feven hundred, yet, by the careful management 
of our mailers of fhips, they are fo regulated that it feems incredible : and in this 
particular our nation exceeds ail other Europeans ; for as the French, Portuguefe, and 
Englifh flave-lhips are always foul and ilinking, on the contrary ours are for the molt 
part clean and neat. 

The Haves are fed three times a day with indifferently good victuals, and much better 
than they eat in their own country. Their lodging-place is divided into two parts ; one 
of which is appointed for the men, the other for the women ; each fex being kept 
a-part : here they lie as clofe together as is poffible for them to be crowded. 

We are fometimes fufficiently plagued with a parcel of Haves, which come from a far 
in-land country, who very innocently perfuade one another, that we buy them only to 
fatten and afterwards eat them as a delicacy. 

When we are fo unhappy as to be peltered with many of this fort, they refolve and 
agree together (and bring over the reft to their party) to run away from the fhip, kill 
the Europeans, and fet the veffel a-lhore ; by which means they delign to free them- 
felves from being our food. I have twice met with this misfortune ; and the'firll time 
proved very unlucky to me, I not in the leaft fufpe£ting it ; but the uproar was timely 
quaffed by the mailer of the fhip mid myfelf, by caufing the abettor to be lhot through 
the head, after which all was quiet. But the fecond time it fell heavier on another 
ffiip, and that chiefly by die careleflnefs of the mailer, who, having filhed up the 
anchor of a departed Englifh Hup, had laid it in the hold where the male Haves were 

lodged ; 
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lodged } who, unknown to any of the fhip’s crew, poffeffed themfelvcs of a ham: ■ T ; 
with which, in a fhort time, they broke all their fetters in pieces upon the ancL : 
after this they came above-deck and fell upon our men ; fame cf whom thev strievouilv 
wounded, and would certainly have mafrered the fcip, if a French and Englift {hi p 
had not very fortunately happened to lie by us ; who, perceiving by our firing a dif- 
trefs-gun, that fomething was in diforder on board, immediately came to cur ailifi- 
ance with chalops and men, and drove the Haves under deck : notwithstanding which, 
before all was appeafed, about twenty of them were killed. The Portuguese have 
been pore unlucky in this particular than we ; for in four years time they loft four 
fhips in this manner. 

Thus believing I have fufnciently digreffed concerning the ikve-trace, I mail return 
to my fubject, which was the King of Fida. Who, I am obliged to tell you, is feared 
and reverenced by his fubje&s as a demi-god. None of his fabjects, of what degree 
foever, as you have been already told, appears in his prefence ctherwile than kaeeiin ^ 
or proftrate on his belly : when they go to faiute him b the morning, they proftrate 
themfelves before the door of his houfe, kifs the earth three times fuccefEvely, and, 
clappbg their hands, whifper fome words tending to the adoration of the King, 
This done, they crawl in on all four, where they repeat the fame reverence. His 
prefence is fo awful to them, that with a fmgle word he makes them to tremble ; but 
as foon as his back is turned, they immediately forget their fear, not much regarding his 
commands, and always knowing how to appeafe and delude him with a lie cr two. 

The King is very magnificently cloathed in filk, or gold and filver fluffs ; but he 
is more efpecially dreffed better than ordbary when he goes to vifit any of the Euro- 
peans ; which he can eafily do unfeen of any, all their dwellings berng built round his 
court, if it may be fo called. 

Our lodging here, which the King caufed to be built for me, is very large, con- 
taining three warehoufes and feven chambers, befides a beautiful court within adorned 
on each fide with a covered gallery. But the lodgbgs of the reft of the Europeans are 
very mean and inconvenient. 

The Kbg’s children, befides the fmall ones yet kept withb doors, are four, viz. 
three fons and one daughter ; all which are very handfome, efpecially the eldeft, who 
is the moft beautiful Negro I ever yet faw in my life, but it is pity fo agreeable a body 
fhould be inhabited by fuch a villanous foul. Purfiiant to his birth-right he is heir- 
apparent to the crown, but he is of fuch a fraudulent and perverfe nature, that it is to 
be hoped he will not fucceed ; but if he doth, the land will fuffer very much. He 
hath his emiffaries in all quarters, to fteal from the Europeans as well as Blacks ; and 
what is yet more, he doth not excufe even tire King his father. He is exa&Iy of the 
fame nature with the owls, which take their Sight only by night; for he never goes 
but of his houfe till the evenbg, when I have feveral times had the honour to be vifitsd 
by him. One reafon why he doth not go abroad b the day-time, is owing to his 
haughty temper, which will not allow him to fhew himfelf to the commonaky ; and 
the other is feveral times to avoid the neceffity of appearing b his father’s prefence. 

The Kbg’s fecond fon is very like His father, to whom he is not inferior in* all 
manner of civility, wherefore the great men make their court to him ; and for this 
reafon I doubt not, but after the King’s deceafe, this realm will be engaged in a civil 
war, for the greateft number will endeavour to place the youngeft fon on the throne ; 
which the eldeft, aflifted with foreign and domeftic force, will as vigoroufly oppofe. And 
if, at that time, the Europeans happen to be able, they will act very prudently in 
efpouftng the party of the youngeft brother, as they did in the cafe of the prefeht 
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King, who, though the younger brother, yet by reafon of his natural goodnefs, was 
fixed by force on the throne by the Dutch, French, and Portuguefe, his elder brother 
being, by their means, driven out and banifhed die country, which is the principal 
reafon that he at prefent is fo fenfibly inclined to favour the Europeans. 

I cannot here omit the pernicious cuftom of this nation on occafion of the King’s 
death, which is no fooner publicly known than every perfon falls a Healing, to as great 
a value of his neighbour’s goods as he can poffibly come at, and that openly in the 
face of the whole world, without bang liable to any punifhment, as though the <Wh 
of the King put an end to all manner of reafon and juftice. This robbery is continued 
till a new King is confirmed in the throne, who, by public proclamation, forbids it, and 
he is immediately therein ftridly obeyed. And if the chief commanders cannot agree 
in the eftablifhment of a new King, they, notwithftanding, to prevent the continuance 
of this diforder, tell the people that they have chofen a new King, and in his nam<* 
publilh the before-mentioned proclamation. 

The choofmg or confirming of a new King feldom continues long in difpute j for 
die eldell fon no fooner hears of the King’s death, than he immediately m?1rps his 
intereft amongft his friends, to take pofieffion. of the late King’s court and wives ; and 
fucceeding happily in thefe particulars, he need not doubt the remainder, for the com- 
monalty will not eafily confent that after that he lhall be driven from the throne : this 
feems fomewhat like Abfalom’s defign on his father David. To accomplifh this defign, 
the younger brother’s party are always careful enough that he is near at hand, in order 
to take pofieffion of the court. 

You cannot but remember that I have informed you of the multiplicity of the King’s 
wives, who are fomedmes made ufe of by him as executioners of the fent ences he. 
pronounces againft offenders ; which is only done by fending three or four hundred of 
them to the habitation of the malefa&or, to ftfip his heufe, and lay it level with the 
ground ; for all perfons being forbidden, on pain of death, to touch the King’s wives, 
they are enabled to execute his commands without the leaft interruption. 

lull before my arrival at Eida, there happened fomewhat fo pleafant, that I cannot 
help imparting it to you : a Negro of my acquaintance, and who in procefs of time 
did me very confiderable. fervices, being before-hand advertifed that he was accufed of 
a certain crime to the King, and that orders were iffued out accordingly to plunder 
and demolifh his houfe ; his time being too fhort to clear himfelf to the King , and 
bang innocent, he refolved, inftead of flying from his houfe, according to cuftom, to 
remain at home and expedt the Bung’s wives, who foon after came, and, contrary to 
their expe&ation, found him at home ; upon which they commanded him immediately 
to retire, and not interrupt the execution of their orders ; but inftead of obeying them, 
he had placed a heap of two thouland weight of gun-powder juft by him, with which 
he, with terrible imprecations, threatened to fire and blow up himfelf, with in. 
the air, if they came nearer him. They were fo far from liking this, that, difmally 
affrighted at his threats, they made the beft of their way back to the King, to acquaint 
him with their ill-fuccefs ; but they were not fo expeditious but that the Negro was 
too quick for them, and fo handfomely acquitted himfelf to the King, and brought 
fuch clear proofs of his innocence, that his fovereign declared him innocent; mid 
thus, by a dextrous management and prefence of mind, he freed himfelf from immi- 
nent danger. 

But enough on this fubjefi, which I might eafily have paffed over in filence : it is 
now time to come to my promifed fubjed, the religion of the Fidafians. 

iot 
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I have already informed you, that the greateft crimes committed at Fida are generally 
compenfated by money; and what followeth, will convince you that their religion 
feems only founded on the fame principle, intereft. 

Their religion is fuperftitious, to a greater degree than any I ever yet heard of in 
the world ; for allowing the ancient heathens to value themfelves on thirty thoufand 
deities, I dare yet aver, that thofe of Fida may juftly lay claim to four times that 
number. 

I once aflted a Negro, with whom I could talk very freely, and whom I had alfo a 
good opinion of (bring the fame who had the adventure with the King’s wives already 
related), I afked him, I fay, how they celebrated their divine worfhip, and what num- 
ber of gods they had ; he, laughing, anfwered, that I had puzzled him ; and affured 
me that nobody in the whole country could give me an exact account of it ; tc For, as 
for my own part,” continued he, “ I have a very large number of gods, and doubt 
not but others have as many.” And I telling him that only three gods were owned 
to me by the inhabitants, and defiring him withal to give me fome account of the reft, 
he obliged me with the following anfwer, that the number of their gods was endlefe 
and innum erable : “ For,” faid he, “ any of us bring refolved to undertake any thing 
of importance, we firft of all fearch out a god to profper our defigned undertaking; 
and going out of doors with this defign, take the firft creature that prefents itfelf to 
our eyes, whether dog, cat, or the moft contemptible animal in the world, for our 
god : or perhaps, inftead of that, any inanimate that falls in our way, whether a ftone, 
a piece of wood, or any thing elfe of the fame nature. This new-chofen god is im- 
mediately prefented with an offering, which is accompanied with a folemn vow, that 
if he pleafeth to profper our undertakings, for the future we will always worfhip and 
efteem him as a god. If our defign prove fuccefsful, we have difcovereu a new and 
affifting god, which is daily prefented with frefh offerings ; but if the contrary happen, 
the new god is rejected as an ufelefs tool, and confequently returns to his primitive 
eftate.” He went on in thefe following words, “ We make and break our gods daily, 
and confequendy are the mafters and inventers of what we facrifice to.” 

This divine fervice is not new in the world, nor were the firft men ftrangers to it. 
But how thefe notions reached Fida, is what I dare not prefume to determine. So far 
the Negro. 

I was very well pleafed to hear this Negro talk in this manner concerning his country 
'gods ; but having converfed with him for fome time, I obferved that he ridiculed his 
own country gods, for having in his youth lived amongft the French, whofe language 
he perfeQly underftood and fpoke, he had amongft them imbibed the principles of the 
Chriftian religion, andfomewhat towards a juft notion of .the true God, and how he is 
to be worfhipped ; to whom, and not to his country gods, he afcribed the creation of 
all things ; wherefore he no farther concerned himfelf with the gods of his country, 
than as engaged to it for quietnefs-fake, or to make his friends eafy, to whom he durft 
not reveal his opinion, fearing (what would certainly have happened) the felling into 
fome dangerous drcumftances ; for, as ftrong as his feith was, it was not arrived to 
that pitch as to oblige him to fuffer lofs of goods on that account ; fo that we may 
juftly cry out, “ O ! how weak was his feith !” 

It is certain that his countrymen have a feint idea of the true god, and afcribe to 
him the attributes of Almighty and Omniprefent ; they believe he created the univerfe, 
and therefore vaftly prefer him before their idol-gods ; but yet they do not pray to him, 
or offer any fecrifices to him ; for which they give the following reafons: God, fay 
they, is too high exalted above us, and too great to condefcend fo much as to doub le 
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himfelf, or think of mankind ; wherefore he commits the government of the world 
to their idols : to whom, as the fecond, third, and fourth perfons, diftant in depree 
from Godj and our appointed lawful governors, we are obliged to apply ourfelves ; 
and in firm belief cf this opinion they quietly continue. 

Their principal gods, which are owned for fuch throughout the whole country, are 
of three forts : firft, a certain fort of fnakes, who poffefs the chief rank amongft their 
gods. How would our countryman, Becker, author of The World Bewitched, divert 
himfelf with the contrary opinions of the fons of Adam ! For as we take the ferpent 
for the fatal dellroyer o£ the human- race, fo thefe of Fida, on the contrary, efteem him 
their fupreme blifs and general good. But this by way of parenthefis only. 

Their fecond-rate gods are feme lofty high trees, in the formation of which dame 
Nature feems to have expreffed her greateft art. 

The third and meanelt god, or younger brother to the other, is the fea. Thefe three- 
mentioned are the public deities, which are worfhipped and prayed to throughout the 
whole country ; and each of thefe, according to their ridiculous perfuafion, hath its 
particular province, like the officers of a King or Prince ; with this difference only, 
that the fea and trees are not permitted to intermeddle with what is entrufted to 
the fnake ; which, on the contrary, hath an influencing power over both the other, 
in order to correct them when they prove idle or lazv. 

They invoke the fnake in exceffively wet, dry, or barren feafons ; on all occafions 
relating; to their government and the prefervation of their cattle; or rather, in one 
word, in all necellities and difficulties, in which they do not apply to their new batch ' 
of gods ; and for this reafon very great offerings are made to it, efpedaily from the 
King, who, on feveral occafions, by mitigation of the priefts, and the great men, his 
creatures and the priefts’ topis, fend very rich offerings to the fnake-houfe. But I am 
of opinion, that thefe roguilh priefts fweep all the mentioned offerings to themfelves, 
and doubtlefs make themfelves very merry with them. 

Thefe offerings are commonly compofed of money, feme pieces of filk or fluff, all 
forts of European and African commodities, all forts of cattle, and good eatables and 
drinks ; all which are fo frequently exacted from the King, that he fometimes grows 
tired and rerufeth them. This I had once an opportunity of obferving ; for finding 
him very much enraged, I made no fcruple to afk him, « What had fo much difpleafed 
him r” He very freely told him, « That that year he had lent much larger offerings 
to the fhake-houfe than ufual, in order to obtain a good crop ; and that one of his 
viceroys (whom he fhewed me) had defired him afrefh, in the 0 f the priefts, 

who threatened a barren year, to fend yet more.” To which he anfwered, « That he 
did not intend to make any farther offerings this year ; and if the fnake would not 
bellow a plentiful harveft on them, he might let it alone ; for (laid he) I cannot be 
more_ damaged thereby, the greateft part of my corn being already rotten in the field.” 
I, fouling, obferved, that the King would have added another prefent, if he could have 
hoped for any advantage by it; but to make offerings barely for another’s intereft, he 
was. not very fond. of; wherefore the petitioner was obliged to depart, without ob- 
taining his end, which went down but indifferently with him and the priefts, who had 
pronufed themfelves another fort of fuccefs. 

Thefhake.houfe, which I have fo frequently mentioned, is fituated about two miles 
from the Sags village, and built under a very beautifal lofty tree ; « In which (Tav 
they) the chief and largeft of all the fnakes refutes ” He is a fort of grandfather to 
all the reft ; is repiefented as thick as a man, and of an unmeafu-rable length. He 
muft alfo be very old, for they report that they found him a great number of years 
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paft ; when, by reafon of the wickednefs of the men, he left another country to come 
to them, at which, being over-joyed, they welcomed their new-come god with all ex- 
preffible figns of reverence and high veneration, and carried him upon a filken carpet 
to the fnake-houfe, where he is at prefent. 

This roguilh fnake probably had the fame freaks in his tail, which the old h ea then 
gods were affected with when they ran away from one country to another ; wherefore 
they were fomedmes obliged to bind their god-heads fall ; of which thofe poor wretches 
who loft the fnake were not aware, otherwife they might haye Hopped his journey. 
But wherefore do I fpend my time in making reflections, lince I have more important 
fubjefts to handle. 

The Kings of Fida were formerly accuftomed to annual pilgrimages to the fnake- 
boufe, which was celebrated with great magnificence, and concluded with yet greater 
prefents : for the King not only made very rich offerings, but alfo bellowed verr large 
prefents on the great men that accompanied him ; fo that this pilgrimage commonly 
coft him feveral thoufands. But the prefent King hath broken off this cuftom, which is 
accordingly grown in difufe for feveral years paft. In his laft tour which he made to 
the fnake-houfe, he was (as I am informed) accompanied by Monfieur Ducas, a 
French captain, who was ridiculous enough, to the fcandal of all Europeans, to drefs 
himfelf in tigers’ fkins and other fort of trifles, and lead the King in this equipage to 
the fnake-houfe. If this action is true of him, it is worfe than that of Naaman the 
Syrian, who, hardly converted, afked leave to fupport his mailer in the houfe of Rim- 
mon. But this is a digrellion very wide from our purpofe. 

The King then, as I have told you, doth not make this pilgrimage in perfon, but 
orders it to be done by fome of his wives, which does net prove near fo expenlive ; and 
this I believe is the only reafon why he leaves it oft'. 

But as the fnake fervice proves very expenlive to the King, fo the revenue which 
he draws from thence is not inconfiderable. Annually from the time when the Maize 
or fma.11 Milhio is fowed, till it grows up to man’s height, the King and priefl’s plough 
turns to a very great account to them ; for the people here, which do not fee much 
farther than their nofes, imagine that during this whole feafon the lhake or fna k es 
makp it their bufinefs every evening and night to feize all the beautiful young women 
which pleafe them, and to make them diffracted j wherefore their parents or relations 
are neceffitated to caufe thefe girls to be brought to a particular houfe, built for that 
purpofe, where they are obliged to flay feveral months, as it is given out, to cure them 
of their madnefs ; during which time the relations are obliged to furnilh them with all 
manner of neceffaries, and that fo plentifully, that the priefts can alfo handfomely fub- 
fift on it. • 

The appointed time of their confinement bring over, and bring cured of the dif- 
, temper with which they were never afflicted, they obtain leave to come out ; before 
which they muft pay the charge of their cure and keeping, which is adjufted in pro- 
portion to the circumftances of their relations ; and, one girl with another, amount to 
about five pounds : and the number of young girls thus imprifoned rifes to feveral thou- 
fands, each confiderable village having a particular houfe appointed for that purpofe, 
and fome which are large being provided with two or three. All the money which 
this trade raifeth, is commonly thought and believed to be for the priefts, in order to 
be made ufe of in their divine fervice. And though I doubt not but the priefts have 
their lhare, I am yet certain, that the King is fo far from fuffering by it, that he draws 
confiderable fums from this cuftom. 
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The firft rime that I came to Tida to trade, I was allured that as foon as a girl 
was touched by the fnake, Ihe unavoidably run mad ; though it was but a fort of holy 
or religious madnefs, fuch as hath formerly been related of the Bacchantes, or thofe 
from whofe mouths the divine oracles proceeded. Yet I do not like thefe pious funs, 
for the perfons pretending to be affected with it, break and fpoil every thing which comes 
in their way 5 and inftead of religious are guilty of all manner of diabolical adtions, 
which they never leave off till they are brought to the before-mentioned place. 

At firft, the people here ftrenuoufly endeavoured to perfuade me that a fnake was 
able to fetch a girl out of the houfe and carry her off, though the faid houfe was fhut 
up ; which I eafily agreed to, provided the girl was but ftored with proper inftruments 
to open the locks. 

I would not reft till I had examined how this cheat is managed, notwithftanding 
which I Ihould never have difcovered it, if the before-mentioned Negro had not affifted. 
me, and obliged me with the following account of it, viz. That the priefts diligently 
obferve thofe young maids or women alfo which have never been affedted by the fnake. 
Thefe they firft attempt by promifes, or if they are not fuccefsful, oblige by threats to 
perform what they defire of them ; which is, that being in the ftreet, and feeing the 
coaft clear of people on all fides, they fet on crying and raving with all their ftrength, 
as though the fnake had faff hold of them, and commanded them to go to the fnake- 
houfe. Before any perfon can come to their help, the fnake is vanifhed and the girl 
t is mad ; which neceffitates her relations to follow the fhake’s orders. 

When thefe females come out of their mad prifon, the prieft lays his moft rigid com- 
mands on them, not to difcover how they were feized by the fnake, but to ftick faft to 
the ftory that the fnake did it ; and in order to clench thefe fevere prohibitions, and 
render them the more effectual, thofe who reveal thofe fecrets of the facerdotal empire, 
are threatened to be immediately burned alive. And indeed the priefts are cruel and 
potent enough to make good their threats, if they could find any women guilty. 

This Negro related a pleafaat adventure concerning this confinement, which happen- 
ed betwixt him and one of his wives ; who, by the mitigation of the priefts, one evening 
feigned herfelf diffracted, breaking (according to cuftom) every thing in pieces on 
which ftie could lay her hands : but he very well knowing whence this diftemper pro- 
ceeded, gently took her by the hand, as though he defigned to carry her to the ihake- 
houfe, but carried her indeed to the place of refidence of the Brandenburghers, who 
were then at Fida in order to buy Haves, where he offered her to fale. But when fhe 
law that he was in eameft, immediately freed from her madnefs, fhe fell upon her 
knees and afked his pardon, folemnly promifing at the fame time never to be guilty of 
the like crime for the future; upon which he let her go free : and by this means fhe 
was delivered from her madnefs, and he freed from the exceffive charge of her cure. 
This was a very bold attempt, for if the priefts had been informed of it, he had been 
a dead man. 

During my refidence at Fida, the King caufed his daughter to be feized by the 
(The confequeace will juftify my charging him with it.) He caufed her to be carried 
to the fhake-houfe, and confined for fome time, though not fo long as is cuftomary ; 
but on her account all the other girls went out before their u fual time. 

On the day of her delivery, Ihe was brought out in a very fplendid manner, and 
carried, with all the other girls which followed her, to the King’s court; before which 
they were placed. She was naked except only a filk fcarf, which was paffed betwixt 
her legs, and richly adorned with Conte di Terra and Agrie, two forts of coral which 
I have already frequently mentioned. 
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Whilft fhe was here, fhe was guilty of all manner of extravagances, during the play- 
ing on feveral mufical inftruments ; which fort of madnefs the Negroes told me yet 
remained on her, more efpecially by reafon of her being enlarged before the expiration 
of her due time. 

Whilft flie fat here, the moft confiderable people of the whole country crouded 
hither, each bringing his prefents, which they made to her ; and together amounted to 
a confiderable fum. Thefe gifts lafted three or four days fucceffively, becaufe it was 
impoffible for moft of the people to come near her the firft day ; fo that this young lady 
was treated in a quite different manner from her companions, who were all obliged to 
difburfe money for their delivery, whilft fhe on the other fide was a very confiderable 
gainer thereby. 

And if there are any Negroes who are very fenfible that all this is nothing but a pure 
cheat, yet to curry favour with the King and priefts, and for their own fecurity, they 
pretend ignorance, and fuffer it to pafs upon them for real truth j which is indeed 
advifeable, for thofe who fhould oppofe it, would very much endanger thir lives. 

I was eye-witnefs to a dreadful inftance of this. The laft time I was at Fida, a Negro 
born on the Gold Coaft, who was called Captain Tom, lived at Fida ; and by reafon 
of his good deportment and obliging nature, was promoted to the dignity of captain and 
interpreter to the Englifh. He being a ftranger to the religion of this country, had a 
wife of this nation, which fell mad and pretended to be feized by the ferpent ; but he, 
inftead of fending her to the fhake-houfe, clapped her in irons ; which fo enraged this 
fhe-devil (different from the other in our former ftory), that fbe privately accufed her 
hufband to the priefts ; who, not willing to make any public attempts on him, becaufe 
he was a Gold Coaft Negro, who differed from them in religion, yet fecretly poifoned 
him in fuch a manner, that he did not quickly die, but immediately became fpeechlefs, 
and loft the ufe of all his limbs, which was worfe than dying. At my departure I left 
him in this miferable condition, fo that I know not whether he was ever cured or not. 
From which you may obferve, that throughout the world, it is very dangerous to dif- 
oblige the ecclefiaftics. 

This may fuffice concerning the frauds of the priefts on account of the fnake-worfhip. 

The reverence and refpe& which the Negroes preferve for the fiiake is fo great, that 
if a Black fhould barely touch one of them with aftick, or any otherwife hurt him, he 
is a dead man, and certainly condemned to the flames. 

A long timepaft, when the Englifh firft began to trade here, there happened a very 
remarkable and tragical event. An Engliih captain being landed, fome of his men 
and part of his cargo, they found a fiiake in their houfe, which they immediately killed 
without the leaft fcruple, and not doubting but they had done a good work, threw out 
the dead fnake at their door ; where being found by the Negroes in the morning, the 
Englifh, preventing the queftion who had done the fad, afcribed the honour to them- 
felves ; which fo incenfed the natives, that they furioufly fell on the Englifh, killed 
them all, and burned their houfe and goods. 

This ftruck fuch a terror into that nation, that for a long time they refrained coming 
hither, and traded at other places; but at laft coming again, the Negroes were 
accuftomed to fhow all Europeans that came thither fome fnakes, defiring that they 
would not hurt them, by reafon they were their gods ; and this hath prevented all fuch 
accidents ever fince : • fo that at prefent few Europeans come hither who are not adver- 
tifed of this fnake-worfhip. If an European fhould happen at this time to kill a fiiake, 
I lhould very much doubt whether he would efcape better than the Engliih, except he 
could poffibly fly to the Kiqg immediately,- andfatisfy him that it happened by accident, 
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not defign ; upon which, perhaps, he might atone his god-killing crime by a fine to 
the priefts, though I Ihould not be very -willing to run fuch a hazard ; for on fuch 
occafions, the rabble, inftigated by the priefts, grow very outrageous j fo that it is 
fafeft carefully to avoid all things of this nature. 

In my time, an Aquamboean Negro took a fnake upon his flick, becaufe he durft 
not venture to touch him with Ms hands, and carried it out of the houfe without hurt- 
ing it in the leaft: j which two or three Negroes feeing, fet up the lame cry that is ufual 
on account of fire, by which they can, in a final! time, raife the whole country, who 
flock to the place armed with clubs, fwords, Affagayes and other arms, who would 
have foon difpatched this poor Negro, if the King, acquainted with his innocence, had 
not timely refcued him from the impending danger, by fending fome of his great men 
to Ihelter Mm : fo this tempeft blew over without any damage. 

By thefe inftances we are deterred from meddling with the accurfed gods or devililh 
ferpents, notwithflanding that we are frequently molefted by them : fince in hot fun- 
Ihine weather (as if they were lovers of darknefs), they vifit us by five or fix together, 
creeping upon our chairs, benches, tables, and even our beds, and bearing us com- 
pany in fieep ; and if they get a good place under our beds, and our fervants out of 
hzinefs do not turn up our bedding, they fomedmes continue there feven or eight days, 
where they have aflo call their young. 

But when we are aware of thefe vermin, and do not defire to be troubled with them 
any longer, we need only call any of the natives, who gently carries his god out of 
doors ; but if they happen to be gotten to the joift, or any high place of the houfes 
(which are here but one ftory), without a ftrohg influence over the Negroes, they are 
Dot to be removed from thence ; wherefore we are frequently obliged to let them ftay 
there till they come out themfelves. 

A fiiake once came over my table, on which I daily ufed to eat, where he continued 
fourteen days, and though whenever I rofe I could eafily touch him, yet I could not 
find any perfbn that would venture to take him away. But I was very well paid for 
his flaying afterwards ; for fome of the great men of Fida dining at my table one day, 
we happened to talk concerning the fnakes, and my eye glancing towards that which 
was over our heads, I told them, that fince that fnake had not eat any thing in four- 
teen days, he muft at laft certainly die with hunger, -if he did not fpeedily remove his- 
quarters. But one of my guefts anfwered me (and the reft confirmed what he faid), 
that though I was not aware of it, undoubtedly the fnake knew how to come at his 
part ouf: of the. difhes : I fo well remembered this, that next day, coming to the King, 
I toldhim inprefence of the femeperfons, that one of his gods had made bold, though 
uninvited, to eat at my table for fourteen days ; wherefore it was but reafonable that I 
&t»ld be paid for his board, otherwife I Ihould be obliged to difcharge this bold in- 
truder my houfe. The King, who was always diverted with fuch fort of difcourfe 
told me, that I Ihould let the fiiake alone in his place, for he would take care to pro- 
vide for me as well as the fnake ; and indeed, not long after I got home, a very fine 
fjat ox was brought me from the King, > order to fatisfy for what the fnake had eaten. 
At the lame rate, I would willingly have boarded all the gods of the land and I believe 
mould not have loft much by the bargain. 

$ ut of all, is, that thefe idolatrous fnakes do not do the leaft mifchief in 

W world ijq mankind j for if by chance in the dark one treads upon them, and they 
bite or fcpg him, it is not more prejudicial than the fting of the millepedes. Where- 
fore the Negroqs would fain perfuade us, that it is good to be bitten or flung by thefe 
makes, upon the pfoa, that one is. thereby fecured and prote&ed: from, the fting of 
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any poifonous fnake i but here I am fomewhat dubious, and fhould be loath to venture 
on the credit of their affertions, becaufe I have obferved, that the gods themfelves are 
not proof againft thefe venomous ferpents, much lefs can. they protect us from their 
bite. We fometimes obferve pleafant battles betwixt the idol and venomous fnaVes 
which are not wanting here ; and perhaps thefe combats arife from the venomous fhakes, 
finding that the others are fo reverenced and idolized, which they think the more 
unreafonable, becaufe they are armed with poifon, on occafion, which the others are 
utterly void of. 

You muft fuppofe thefe ratiocinations and arguments to take place in ancient times, 
when beafts talked, of which thefe venomous ferpents retain only an irrecondleable 
enmity againft the other, and accordingly attack them whenever they meet them ; 
but herein they fall fhort of their defign, and that with a great deal of reafon ; for it 
would indeed feem very odd, that a god fhould be obliged to ftrike to fuch ill-favoured 
creatures as they are. But I can affirm you that is not the reafon ; for the venomous 
ferpents being larger, and armed with ftronger weapons than the other, would, without 
any refpecf to their godhead, foon be too hard for them, if they were not always afflicted 
by a legion or two of their worlhippers, who punifh the infolence of the other, that 
prefumes to attack their deity, with pertain death. 

The fpecies of thefe idol ferpents here, are ftreaked with white, yellow, and brown ; 

- and the biggeft which I have feen here, is about a fathom long, and the thieknefe of 
a man’s arm. 

Thefe gods are very great lovers of rats’ fielh, and I have with pleafure frequently ob- 
ferved their rat-chace ; but when they have caught their prey, they have at Ieaft an hour’s 
work before they can get him into their bellies ; for if you were to fee them, they are fo 
narrow-throated, that you would think it impoffible for them to get a rat down ; but I 
have obferved, that whilft they are engaged on their prey, their throat extends itfelf. 

If one of thefe fnakes happen to be under the tiling of a houfe, and a rat paffeth by 
him, he cannot poffibly catch him, not being able to difengage himfelf quick enough. 
This the rats feem to know ; for I have above one hundred times on an evening feen 
them run by a fnake thus engaged, and even mock him, whilft he impatiently hiffed, 
and employed all his force to loofen himfelf, in order to come at than, but too late* 
for by that time they were all gone. 

If we are ever tired with the Natives of this country, and would fain be rid of them* 
we need only fpeak ill of the fnake, after which they immediately flop their ears and 
run out of doors. But though this may be taken from an European that they like ; 
yet, if a Negro of another nation fhould prefume to do it, he would run no fmall 
rifque. 

In cafe a fire breaks out and one of thefe fhakes comes to be burnt, each perf on that 
hears it is fure to flop his ears, and give money ; thereby giving to underftafld, that it 
is one of the mod difmal and Clocking things that he can hear; and this money is to 
reconcile him to the burnt god, of whom he hath been fo carelefs. And they farther 
believe, tha t though the fnake is burnt, he will yet quickly return, to revenge himfelf 
on thofe who have been the occafion of his death. 

In the year 1697, m y brother-factor Mr. Nicholas Poll (who then managed the 
Have-trade for our Company at Fida) had the drverfion of a very pleafant fcene. A 
hog being bitten by a fnake, in revenge, or out of love to god’s flefh, fefafed and de- 
voured him in fight of the Negroes, who ware not near enough to prevent him. 
Upon this the priefts all complained to the King; but the hog could not defend Mob* 
felf, and had no advocate; and the priefts, unreafonable enough in their requeft, 
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begged of the King to publiih a royal order, that all the hogs in his kingdom ftsould 
be'lforthwith killed, and the fwlny race extirpated, without fo much as deliberating 
whether it was reafonable to deftroy the innocent with the guilty. The King’s com- 
mand was pubiiflied all over the country. And in purfuance thereto, it was not a 
little diverting, to fee thoufands of Slacks armed with fwords and clubs to execute the 
order ; while on the other fide no final 1 number of thofe who were owners of the hogs 
were in .like manner armed in their defence, urging their innocence, but all in vain. 

The daughter went on, and nothing was heard but the difmal found of Kill, kill, 
■which coil many an honeil hog his life, that had lived with an unfpotted character to 
his dying day. And doubtlefs the whole race had been utterly extirpated, if the King 
(■who is not naturally bloody-minded), perhaps moved to it by fome lovers of bacon, 
had not recalled his order by a counter one, importing, that they ihould leave off 
killing the hogs, with the addition, that there was already enough of innocent blood 
ihed, and that their god ought to be appeafed with fo rich a facrifice. You may judge, 
whether this was not very welcome news to the remainder of the hogs, when they 
faw themfeves freed from fuch a cruel perfecudon. Wherefore they took particular 
care for the future, not to incur the fame penalty. 

Next time that I came to Fida, I found by the dearnefs of thefe beafts, that there 
had been a very great Daughter of them. Thefe forts of tyrannies are frequent under 
defpotical governments, where the priefts are joint mailers. But not too fail, left I 
ihould flip from beafts to men. 

Hitherto I have been talking of the Fidafian chiefeft god, or rather gods, by reafon 
of their number ; but the other being of lefs confequeace will take up much lefs dme. 
The trees, which are the fecond-rate gods of this country, as I have already informed 
you, are only prayed to, and prefented with offerings, in time of ficknefs, more efpe- 
cially fevers, in order to reftore the patients to health. And this they believe to be as 
properly the tree’s bufinefs as the fnake’s : but, however, the fnake muft not be for- 
gotten ; for they imagine, and that truly enough, that if he does no good, he will at 
leaft do no harm. And hence I believe this nation would be eafily prevailed upon 
with the Athenians to worlhip the unknown God, if they could hope for any benefit 
by it. Befides this, they have other imaginary remedies at hand to cure difeafes ; 
fuch are their facrificing to feveral junior or inferior deities ; as alfo the killing and 
eating part of a man, which was pradliced two or three years part, on account of the * 
King’s ficknefs ; befides which, they practice feveral other extravagances, too tedious 
to be repeated. _ The fea comes in for the leaft fhare of divinity. When it. rages and 
hinders our bringing our goods on fliore, when no fliips have been there for a long 
time, and they impatiently wait for them ; on thefe occafions, they make great offer- 
ings to it, by throwing into it all forts, of goods. But the priefts do not much encou- 
rage this fort of facrificing, by reafon there happens no remainder to be left for them. 
The former King of Great Ardra once caufed a great quantity of thefe offerings to be 
made to the fea; and when he was informed by his fubjedts (for he muft not fee the 
fea himfelf), that they all availed nothing, he grew very angry, and fell into as 
wild a fury as Xerxes, who caufed the fea to be whipped, becaufe he had been fo un- 
fortunate upon it. . ' 

Havinp^more to fay concerning thefe two deities, before I put an end to this letter, 

I Stall oqfpye to you, who are the performers of their divine fervice here. 

Their .religious offices are here celebrated by men and women together* both which 
are held m fuch high veneration amongit the Negroes, that they are not liable to capital 
purumment for any crime whatfoever ; notwithftanding which, the prefent King, with 
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the content of his grandees, ventured to break in upon this cuftom, but not without 
great caufe, and a preffing neceility ; for one of thefe villains was engaged with the 
Eng’s brother in a confpiracy againft the kingdom and the King’s life, C for which that 
prince ordered both his brother and the prieft to be killed together. 

The women which are promoted to the degree of priefteffes, though fome of th em 
perhaps were but Haves before, are yet as much refpected as the priefts, or rather 
more, infomuch that they pride themfelves with the diftinguifhing name of God’s 
children ; and as all other women are obliged to a flaviffi fervice to their hufbands, 
thefe on the contrary exert an abfolute f* ay over them and their effects, living with 
them perfectly according to their arbitrary will and pleafurej befides which, rhpj r 
hufbands are obliged to fhew them fo much refpect, as they received from their wives 
before their becoming priefteffes, which is to fpeak to, and ferve them upon their 
knees. For this reafon the moil; fenfible Negroes will neither marry a prieftefs, nor 
eafily confent that any of their wives be raifed to that honour. But if no twith (landing 
it happens, they mull not oppofe it ; for if they did, they -would be called to a fevere 
account for it, and looked upon as men who endeavoured to flop the common courfe 
of divine worfhip. 

To conclude the fubject of their religion, I muft add, that they have a fort of idea 
of hell, the devil, and the apparition of fpirits. And their notions concerning thefe 
are not very different from thofe of fome fimple people amongft us. As for hell, they 
beflow on it a fixed place under the earth, where the wicked and damned are punifhed 
with fire. 

For thefe three or four years laft pall, they have been very much confirmed in this 
belief. For an old forcerefs, that came from fome odd comer, hath told them flrange 
things concerning hell ; as, that fhe faw feverai of her acquaintance there, and parti- 
cularly the laft captain of the Blacks, predeceffor to the prefent Captain Carter, who 
was there miferably tormented. In fhort, fhe faw fo much of hell, that fhe was a fit 
match to difpute with Don Quevedo, who had the beft intelligence there. But fhe 
muft be owned to have the advantage of him, becaufe fhe pretended to have been there 
in perfon, whereas his journey was but a vifion. 

Whilft I was here, there was alfo an Auguftine monk, which came from St.Thome, 
in order, if poffible, to convert the Blacks to Chriftianity, but in vain. Polygamy is 
an obftacie which they cannot get over. As for all the other points, they might have 
got footing here, but the confinement to one wife is an infuperable difficulty. This 
prieft invited the Eng to be prefent at mafs, which he alfo did. And when I faw him 
next, afking him how he liked it, he laid very well, and that it was very fine j but 
that he chofe rather to keep to his Fetiche. This prieft, in my company, being once in 
dffcourfe with one of the King’s grandees, who was a witty man, faid in a menacing 
manner, “ That if the Fidafians continued their old courfe of life without repentance, 
they would unavoidably go to hell, in order to bum with the devil to which the 
ftiar p Fidafian replied, “ Our fathers, grandfathers, to an endlefs number, lived as we 
do, and worfhipped the fame gods as we doj and if they muft burn, therefore, 
patience, we are not better than our anceflors, and fhall comfort ourfeives with them.” 
After this the prieft left off, and perceiving that all his pains at Fida were like to be 
fruitlefs, he defired me to introduce him to the Eng to take his leave of him, which I 
did fhortly after. 

If the Negroes could read and underftand our books, I fhould believe that this cap- 
tain had read the Friezeland Chronicle, where a parallel adventure betwixt a bifhopand 
a Friezeland Eng is related. It is now time to conclude ; wherefore, &c. 
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LETTER XX. — In which, firfi, of the Fidafian Quadrupeds, viz. Oxen, Cows, Horfes, 
Sheep, Goats, and Hogs : fecondly , of their Fowls, which are only Turkeys , Ducks, 
and Chickens ; the Price of all the above-mejitionei : next, covcernhig their three Sorts 
of Corn, and the Plenty of it ; notwithfianding which, Fida fometimes fuffers great 
Famines ; the remaining Fruits of the Earth are Potatoes, Jammes, or Beans, Sfc . ; 
great Plenty cf the firfi : of their Fruit Trees ; the Fertility of Fida, and Fitnefs for 
Plantations , and to produce Cotton, bidigo, and Sugar. — The Wars and Force of the 
Fidafians ; their Arms ; Great Ardra much more potent than Fida ; War of Great 
Ardra with an in-land King ; the Occafion of this War, which defrayed half the 
Country of Ardra, and made a cruel Slaughter of its Inhabitants ; Jakin fubjecl it 
Great Ardra . — OfOffra, or Little Ardra, where our Company formerly had a Lodge. — 
The Author's Departure from Fida ; his Arrival at Rio de Gabon - — Of the Gulf of 
Guinea, and its Iftands and Rivers, as Rio Formofa (beautiful River), otherwife called 
Rio de Benin, Rio Elrei, Camarones , Old and New Galbary ; the Ijlands are Fernando 
Po, El Principe (Prince's IJland), and Corifco, divided into two, large and fmall ; 
Rio de Gabon , a fine, wide, and very good River ; two Iflands in it ; vifited by fever al 
Europeans, and wherefore they trade there ; few Inhabitants , which arc , notwith- 
fianding, divided into three Clajfes ; their Poverty and Pride ; their great Brandy- 
Drinkers, and awkward in Trade ; how the King gets his Livelihood ; they are all 
well-Jhaped and clean-limbed Men ; their Occupation ; Barrennefs of the Land there- 
abouts ; the River very full of Fijh ; Defcription of the Nord Kapers, of which here 
are great Quantities ; on Land there are Abundance of Buffaloes, Elephants, and wild 
Swine ; hunting of them and an Elephant ; a Skeleton of an Elephant found ; Defcrip - 

Ban of the Buffaloes ; one of our Men killed by them ; how they are Jhot by the Negroes , 

The Author* s Departure from Gabon, and Arrival at Cabo Lopez di GonfAvez, where 
is a good Road, Watering-place, and Wood for Fuel ; the Trade here ; Plenty of Fijh ; 
Departure from Cape Lopez; he falls upon, or below the IJland of St. Thome, which 
is defcrihed ; as alfo llha Annaboa, whither the Author alfo came after two Days * 
failing ; failing along the Equinoctial, and the Cold there ; Return to the upper Coafi, 
and to AJfinee ; the Dwelling-place of the Negro baptized in France, to whom the 
French King was Godfather, and called him Lewis Hannibal ; he paffed for King of 
AJfyria, but was indeed only a wretched Slave . — Sailing to the Gold Coafi, where the 
Author's Companion, or Ship which failed with him, took an Interloper. — Arrival 
at Elmina, with which the Voyage, this Letter, and the whole Defcription of Guinea 
is. concluded. 

Sib* 

SINCE my laft no veffels have arrived here from Europe, and confequently I received 
no letter from you ; I fliail then at prefent in this, difpatch what I have left untouched 
concerning Fida in the former ; to which I fhall add a relation of a voyage that I made 
in 1698, from Fida to Rio de Gabon, Cabo Lopez, Annaboa, and my return to 
Elmma, where it ended. 

Fnrft. of all I am to fpeak of the cattle of the country of Fida ; of which, firfi of 
the tame quadrupeds, as oxen, cows, goats, iheep, and hogs, all which, in fliape, 
are not different from thofe of the Gold Coaft, but are much better, more flefhy, and 
q£ a more agreeable tafte, by reafon they have here very fine meadows, and as good 
grals as in Europe: oar: are they dear here* an os or cow is to be bought for ten, a 
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good flheep for two, a goat for cue, and a hog for two rix-dollars. Nor are horles 
wanting here, though they do not much excel thofe which I mentioned in my defec- 
tion of the Gold Coaft. When I was defigned to have took my journey by land to 
Elnrina, I was provided with five or fix, each of which coft me fomewhat Ids than 
four pounds fterling, but they did me no manner of fervice, I being obliged to leave 
them behind me. 

Here, as well as on the Gold Coaft, is no great variety of tame fowl, there being 
only turkeys, ducks, and chickens ; and of the two nrft not many, but of the lalfc 
incredible plenty ; which, though fmall, are yet very fat and good, the price being 
about lixpence each ; the price of our goods, reckoned for as money, they are not 
above three-pence each. But if anybody would buy in provifion cheap, he mult 
bring two or three cafes of long pipes with him, for he may put off every pipe for the 
worth of two-pence, or fometunes four-pence j fo that for three pipes one may have 
the bell pullet that is to be bought. 

There are not very many large wild beafts about Fida ; but there are, farther in- 
land, elephants, buffaloes, tigers, and feveral forts of deer in great abundance j and 
there are alfo fome of the laft fort at Fida ; but the country there bang fo populous, 
and clofe inhabited, there are not many. Here are alfo a fort of hargs, Bat this whole 
country feems covered with wild fowl : here are geefe, ducks, fiiipes, and twenty other 
fort of edible birds, all which are very good and very cheap. 

When, over-night, we give a Negro orders to go a fhooting, we have, againft next 
day noon, without fail, one or two difhes of wild fowl, which we can pay for with a 
dozen of pipes ; and this is fo infallible, that we can at pleafure promife a good treat 
of wild fowl not yet caught. 

Here are fuch prodigious abundance of turtle-doves throughout the whole country, 
that my affiftant, who was a good markfman, would undertake to fhoot one hundred 
in one day, betwixt fix and nine in the morning, and three and fix in the afternoon, 
which is barely fix hours in all. 

Befides edible fowl, here are alfo a fuffident number of birds of prey, which may 
ferve for orn ame nt, though not fuch great variety as on the Gold Coaft. The crown- 
bird comes from hence, as alfo another bird, whofe body is about as big as a chicken, 
his legs and neck Ihort, his eye and eye-lids hairy, like thofe of men, his bill Ihort and 
thick, his colour is black and blue intermixed, his legs and bill are very ftrong, and 
therefore very fit for preying. 

If I Ihould fay any more of the feathered kind, I fhould be obliged to repeat what 
I have formerly faid, which I believe you are as little defirous of as myfelf ; fo that 
now I come to the product of the earth ; and fixft of com, of which we are here pro- 
vided with three forts : the firft is the great Milhio, which is not lb large a grain as that 
on the Gold Coaft, but as good, notwithftanding which the Negroes do not make 
bread of it, but ufe it in the brewing of beer, for which reafon not much of it is 
fown. 

Small Milhio, or Maize, which is like that on the Gold Coaft, is what, chiefly ferves 
to employ this nation- It is fowed twice each year, though much more at one time 
than the other. In. the beft tilling time the land is fo thickly fown, that, as I'faave before 
hinted, fcarcely a foot-path is left unplanted, whence we may fuppefe prodigious quan- 
tities are produced j but notwithftanding this, at the end of the year, they rather fall 
Ihort of what they want than have any overplus, which is partly occalioned by their 
being fo very populous, and partly by their felling very large quantities to both the 
Fapoes and the neighbouring countries. ; For which reafon one barren year occasions 
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an incredible famine here, and fometimes free-men here have fold themfelves for vic- 
tuals ; others fet their Haves free, perfectly difcharging them of their flaverv, becaufe ' 
they could not keep them in victuals. An Englifli ihip, which was here at that time, 
got his whole fhip full of Haves, ■without parting with any other merchandize than 
victuals, with which he very luckily had abundantly provided himfelf. When he had 
filled his Hup full of flaves, he went to the Portuguefe iflands, where he afrefii ftored 
himf elf with provifions for his goods. 

Here is alfo a third fort of Milhio, like the laft, which doth not grow on ftalks, but 
like oats in Holland. Its grab is reddilh, and mull continue in the ground feven or 
eight months before it is full ripe. This is not eaten, but mixed with the great Milhio, 
to brew withal, becaufe the Negroes firmly believe that it ftrengthens the beer. 

The Negro women are very well {killed in brewing good beer, one fort of which 
is fo ftrong, that it doth not give place to our ftrong beers in Holland ; and the price 
of this is much higher than the common fort, for inftead of three-pence a pottle for 
the common fort, you are obliged to pay a rix-dollar for the fame quantity of thj.c. 
All people here, the Haves not excepted, drink only beer, for water they will not 
drink, becaufe it is drawn out of wells twenty or thirty fathom deep, and but fix or 
eight foot wide, %that no fun can reach it, which renders it raw and cold as ice, and 
confequently very unwholefome in this hot country ; for drinking it but few days only, 
brings an unavoidable fever ; and the good beer being too hot, an European cannot do 
better than mix them in equal quantities, whereby he will have a pleafant and whole- 
ibme drink. 

There is not one oven, in this whole country, by reafon the Negroes never ufe them, 
but always boil their bread. 

Potatoes are what they commonly eat, bftead of bread, with all forts of vi&uals, 
and here is fuch abundant plenty of them, that I believe the whole Coaft doth not pro- 
duce a like number. 

Here are alfo Jammes, but neither in fuch plenty nor fo good as on the Gold Coaft, 
nor are they much efteemed here. 

Here are feveral forts of fmall beans in very great plenty, amongft which is one 
fpedes, of which our people make oil-cakes, which are as light as ours in Holland 
and thofe who are ufed to them like their tafte well enough : they are here called 
Acraes. Onions and ginger grow here, though in but fmall quantities, efpedally of the 
former. All the other fruits of the earth which the Gold Coaft produceth, grow here 
alfo; but I (hall pafs them by, in order to come to the trees. Amongft which are, 
firft, citrons, lemons, oranges, Bakovens or Paquovens, bananas, piment, and in a 
word all thofe which I have mentioned in the defcription of the Gold Coaft ; befides 
which, here are abundance of tamarind-trees, and fome fruit-trees, which are not only 
unknown, but thdr fruit is alfo fo mean ihat it is not worth detaining you with a de- 
fcription of them, ' 

Here are great numbers of palm-trees the whole country over, but the wine is 
drawn off and drank by very few here ; for they cultivate them only in order to draw 
pil from them. 

Nor are the pardon-trees wanting at Tida ; but the Negroes, preferring beer to wine, 
they are npt much efteemed, only their wood being very durable, they are felled for 
building. 

Befides. the before-mentioned, here are no fruits: it is indeed pity there fhould be 
9° ““re i» fuch a fertile land, peopled with induftrious inhabitants, fo that they want 
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only feeds and young plants j for I dare aver, that not only all lbrts of Ar&pto, but 
feveral European fruits, ^ might be produced here. V' : * - * 

HI tried here the fowing of cabbage, carrots, turnips, Spanifh raddifh, raddifhes, 
parfley, &c. and found they grew forward, and ripened as well as in Europe : fo rW 
it is unhappy that this land, as well as the Gold Coaft, is not inhabited by fome Eu- 
ropeans ; for here might be planted the fineft falad gardens in the world. And I be- 
lieve this foil is as fit for plantations of fugar-canes and indigo, efpecially of the laft as 
any other part of the globe. - * 

Indigo is already very plentiful here, and befides, if it doth not exceed that of Alia 
and America, it yet equals it : all the cloaths of the inhabitants are died with it, but 
being ignorant of the true way of ufing it, they wafte four times as much in the dying 
of a cloth as would really do it ; and the indigo fpent in dying it, would yield more 
with us than their whole cloth is worth. 

Having proceeded thus far in the defcription of Fida, its pleafant fituation, cattle, 
fruits, and the nature of their inhabitants, I fliall, by way of fupplement and concl u- 
fion, lay fomething of their wars and ammunition. 

As for the firft, they may be thought perhaps very potent, fince they can eafily 
bring two hundred thoufand men into the field j notwithftanding which, they are fo 
weak and heartlefs, that they would not venture on five thoufand well-armed men, 
though but Negroes of the Gold Coaft, nor fcarcely ftand before them ; for which feveral 
reafons might be given; as firft, they are fo ftrongly bent to trade and agriculture, 
that they never think of war. ° 

Secondly, they want able commanders ; for if they are forced into the field, they 
entruft the command of their whole army to a worthlefs perfon, never Handing for any 
proof of his courage. c 

Thirdly, and chiefly, their common fear of death renders them fo incredibly cow- 
ardly, that molt of them fet to running before the enemy appears. 

As I have told you, the command of the army is entrufted to an ordinary perfbn, 
whilft the captains and chief men out of fear ftay at home ; but if it happens that any 
of them is endowed with any portion of courage, and goes into the field, affairs go 
fomewhat better ; but with the other general, by whom the inferiors will not be com- 
manded, they are very unfuccefsful : for thefe heroes no fooner perceive any thing 
coming againft them, but they expeft fafety from their feet ; and being at leaftas fond 
of life as the reft, it is commonly obferved that the general gets home before the fol- 
diers, if he be but moderately nimble, without troubling himfelf, in general flights, 
what becomes of his army. 

Biit he is yet affured of one thing, which is, that his men will not ftay long behind ; 
but for their own fecurity, certainly follow his example. Hence you may judge what 
heroes they are in attacking other countries ; but to fry truth, they fhow fomewhat more 
courage in the defence of their own country, as long as is poffible ; confirming the old 
proverb, that every dog will bark in his own kennel. 

This cowardice is not particular to the Fidafians, but the natives of Ardra ate full 
as bad ; wherefore they never fight againft each other with their own forces, but hire 
the Gold Goaft Negroes for that purpofe, of which the natives of Aquamboe are gene- 
rally firft at hand ; but if Coto and Popo were united, by reafon of their nearer neigh- 
bourhood, they would be more proper. 

The arms of the Fidafe and of all Ardra confift in a few mufquets, bows and arrows, 
fine and well made hangers, ftrong and beautiful Affaguays ; but the principal wea- 
pons, and on which they moil depend, are a fort Of clubs, about a yard long, and five 
vot. xvr. 3 t or 
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or fix inches thick, very round and even, except a knot at the bottom, the breadth of 
a hand, and three fingers’ thick. Every man is provided with five or fix of thefe. 

Thefe clubs are made of very heavy wood, and they are fo dexterous in the throwing 
of them, that they can fling them feveral paces and hit their enemy, and wherever it 
fells, it bruifes very much and breaks their limbs ; wherefore the Gold Coaft Negroes 
are almoft as much afraid of thefe devililh weapons as of a mufquetitfelf. 

Having informed you of the moft obfervable particulars of die country of Fida and 
Ardra, I might indeed hint fome things of lefs importance, as concerning the differences 
betwixt Eida and Ardra ; but it not being worth while, entirely ftepping over it, I fhall 
only give you the following account of Great Ardra. 

The King of Great Ardra, with all his dependant countries, is twenty times as ftrong 
as he of Fida, and yet hath not the courage to make war againft him, though they live 
in perpetual enmity. 

Farther in-land are yet more potent kingdoms than this ; but I know nothing, or at 
mofl but very little, of them $ except that while I was here, one of their ambafladors 
came to the King of Great Ardra, to advertife him from his mailer, that feveral Ardra- 
fian Negroes had been with, and made complaints to him, and to advife him to take 
care that his viceroys treated thefe poor men more gently ; or elfe, much againft his 
will, he fhould be obliged to come to their afliftance, and take them into his protection. 

The King of Great Arda, inftead of making a proper ufe of this wholefome advice, 
laughed at it 5 and in further defpight to that King, murdered his ambaffador j upon 
which he was fo violently as well as juftly enraged, that with utmoft expedition he 
caufed an army (by the Fidafians augmented to the number of ten hundred thoufand 
men ) to fall into their country ; and thefe being all horfed, and a warlike nation, in a 
fhort time mattered half the King of Ardra’ s territories, and made fuch a llaughter 
amongft his fubjefls, that the number of the dead being innumerable, was commonly 
expreffed by faying they were like the grains of com in the field. 

The Fidafians reported to me of the mentioned people, that it was cuftomary in their 
wars, to cut off all the privities of llaughtered enemies, and carry them off with them ; 
as alfo, that none durft prefume to take an enemy prifoner, that was not fumifhed with 
one hundred of thefe trophies. This looks very fabulous, infomuch that though it is 
confirmed to me by oaths, I do not affirm it for truth. But it is certain that the 
Daughter was prodigioufly great ; and that the general of this great army, contenting 
himfelf therewith, returned home, expefting to be very well received by his matter, 
but found himfelf miftaken ; for the King, as a reward of his heroic expedition, caufed 
him to be hanged on a tree ; becaufe, according to his order, he did not bring the 
pcrfon of the King of Great Arda along with him ; on whom, and not his fubjeSs, he 
aimed his revenge. 

You may pleafe to obferve what mifchiefs this prince brought on himfelf, and alfo 
that the law of nations is as well obferved among thefe heathens as us Europeans ; for 
this great monarch did not account himfelf fatisfied by the death of fo many tho ufan d 
men for the murder of his ambaffador, but would rid the world of the particular occa- 
fion of it : which, whether he afterwards did, I have not yet heard ; but I believe he 
will content himfelf with the blood already fhed. 

This nation ftrikes fuch a terror into all the circumjacent Negroes, that they can 
fcarcely hear them mentioned without trembling ; and they tell a thoufand ftrange 
things of them. 

Four miles eaftward of Fida, is the land of Jakin ; which I have already feid, is 
tinder Great Ardra 5 by whofe Phidalgo it is at prefent governed, 
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A little lower, but farther in-land, lies the land of Offra, called Little Ardra by the 
Europeans, where our company many years fmce had a lodge and a factor, and drove 
a considerable trade ; but fince our fadfcor was killed, and the land laid watte by the 
Popoeans, we have not been there ; and the country hath moftly lain wild and untilled ; 
in which ftate it will probably continue feveral years : for the Kings of Great Ardra and 
Fida are at ftrife for the maftery of it, each being defirous to appoint his viceroys, and 
yet neither of them dare begin. 

But to leave them difputing, and go aboard the Ship called Staden Land (dty an d 
country), in which I failed from Fida on the 14th of Auguft, 1698, fleering towards 
Rio de Gabon, where in eleven days we arrived, without meeting any thing remark- 
able in our paflage. We had a continual frefh gale, but were obliged moftly to bear 
up to the wind, otherwife we had reached perhaps in eight days. 

Before I come to fpeak of Rio de Gabon, I would fay fomething of the gulf of 
Guinea, by which name it is beft known to the Europeans. It extends from Ardra to 

Cape Lopez, in length miles. Betwixt thefe two extremities are feveral fine large 

rivers, by which means we keep trade alive here with our yatchs ; the commodity which 
we get there being elephants’ teeth, of which this country produces a great quantity. 

The trading-places are Rio Formofa (or beautiful river), otherwife called Rio de 
Benin, from the great kingdom of that name. Next is Rio de Elrei or King’s River, 
and Camarones, together with Old and New Calbary. Of the firft river I hope before 
long to be matter of a defcripdon, which you are then to expect. 

In the gulf of Guinea lie alfo four iflands, called El Prindpe or Prince’s Hland; the 
ifle of Fernando Po ; and Corifco divided into two, the Greater and Letter. 

At Great Corifco, our Company had fome years paft a fettled trading lodge ; but it 
lying too far diftant, and not turning to a very great account, we left it, and have not 
been there fince. 

Corifco are two very agreeable iflands, and the land fo low, that at a diftance the 
multitudes of trees there, feemed planted in the water, and afforded a very pleafant 
profpeft. 

The ifland of Fernando Po is inhabited by a favage and cruel fort of people, which 
he that deals with ought not to truft. I neither can nor will fay more of them. 

The Prince’s Ifland was, at the latter end of the fifteenth century, fubjedt to a con- 
fiderable merchant of Amfterdam ; but by reafon of the diffenfion of our countrymen, 
and the treachery of the Portuguese (its firft matters), we were obliged to quit it. And 
at prefent the Portuguefe Company have built a ftrong fort there, and indifferently well 
peopled the ifland, which is fertile and well fituated j or at leaft the Portuguefe till it fo 
well, that it yields them vaft quantities of provifions, which they fell to all Ihips for 
money, befides which they can alfo ftore their ownfhips very plentifully. 

All forts of ihips which have been to fetch flaves touch here, or at the other Portu- 
guefe iflands, in order to take in refreshments ; except only our Company’s veflels, 
which avoid it (I believe) out of a groundlefs jealoufy, that when our matters of veflels 
come to thefe iflands, they Ihould drive a clandeftine trade to the prejudice of our com- 
pany ; but in reality, at Annaboa, the chief of thefe ifles, nothing elfe is to be gotten 
but bare refrefhments, as well for our own people as the flaves ; and of what afliftance 
and advantage this would be to our Company, I leave to thofewho have experienced it 
only, to determine. It is morally certain, that fo many of the flaves would not ficken 
and die, if they were fomedmes furnifhed with refrefhments. But the dire&ors of die 
Company are otherwife informed, on what grounds I know not ; but perhaps the reaiba 
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why oar veflels do not touch here, may be either unknown, or unfit to be known by 
me : and leaving it fo, I come to Rio de Gabon. 

This river is fituated fifteen miles from Gabo Lopez di Gonfalvez, or the utmoft 
point of the gulf of Guinea ; and it is fo famous, that no nation which ever failed to 
this part of Africa, can be unacquainted with it. It is a very fine river, and above two 
miles over at the mouth. 

Having paffed three or four miles up this river, we come to two iflands, one of which, 
takes its name from the King, and the other from the prince of this river ; two great 
lords. But they both are defolate and wild : for pure fear of each other, the King 
hath left one, and the prince the other ; each of them living at prefent upon a particular 
branch of the river, of which branches here are a great number. 

For fome miles this river is navigable with fmall fhips, but I cannot exactly tell you 
how wide it is, or how far its courfe extends in-land. Several fhips (as I have juft told 
you) vifit this river, on account as well of the trade which is driven here, as of its 
convenient fituation for the cleaning and refitting of veffels : thofe that come hither on 
the laft account, unlade their heavy baggage, as guns, anchors, water-barrels, &c. 
on Prince’s Illand ; and by help of a flowing tide, get their fhips as far on land as 
poffible, that by means of the ftrong ebb they may be on a fort of dry ground, and 
. thereby obtain an opportunity of repairing them all round. But this is not very ad- 
vifable with great fhips, by reafon they may eafily get fome mifchief by lying' dry : 
and one of our cruizers that failed in company with me, would not run the" hazard of 
it ; but chofe rather to fallen his fhip to ours, by which means he could come even at 
her keel to clean her, which was confequently better than to lay her dry. 

The trade of this river confifts in elephants’ teeth, wax, and honey, and is fometimes 
indifferently quick, efpecially if no fhips have been there lately which'feldom hap- 
pens, for the Zealand interlopers vifit it the whole year round, in order to cleanfe 
their fhips and ftore themfelves with water and wood, "and trade withal as long as they 
are there : but their chief aim is cleaning their fhips and trading, for they can have 
water and wood as well at Cape Lopez as here. 

Any perfon that never was here before, rauft be amazed at the unevennefs of the 
bottom of this river in failing into it, for in one place we have ten, immediately fifteen, 
then five, and prefently twelve fathom water, as if the mouth of the river were filled 
up with rocks. The ebb is here fo ftrong, that even with a good wind it is fcarcely 
poffible to fail into the river, but we are obliged to wait till flood. I made a trial of 
this myfelf, but we were flopped in the mouth, and had enough to do to bear up 
againft the ebb with full fail, lofrng more ground than we gained, and could not get 
in before the flood. The' inhabitants of this river, though but a fmall number) are 
yet divided into three claffes ; one of which is with the King, the other with the prince, 
and the third trouble themfelves with neither, but live quietly. The two former are 
always warring againft each other, but not in open field ; for which purpofe I do not 
believe them ftrong enough, but they fall on and rob one another by night, and at un- 
feafonable times, and return home with either the booty or blows which they get. 
Thefe people are the moft wretchedly poor and miferable that I think I ever faw ; and 
befides, to augment their miferies, they are fo very proud, that they thereby become 
the more ridiculous ; efpecially if the reafon of their vanity be looked into, which is 
barely a Dutch name, there being none of them that come on board of us that want 
one, with which they immediately make us acquainted, imagining we value them the 
more on that account; and are very well pleafed with us for calling them by their 
borrowed name. J 
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Exceffive brandy-drinking feems the innate vice of all Negroes, but thefe are molt 
accurate proficients, and really herein exceed all others that I have ever converfed 
■with. They confume in this all they can come at. They will fend an indifferent large 
elephant’s tooth for this liquor, which they will drink out before they part ; nay, 
fometimes before they fo much as go out of the fhip. If one chance to get but a mouthful 
more than another, and they are half drunk, they immediately fall on fighting, with- 
out any refped to the King, prince, or prieft, who, on fuch an occafion, lay about them 
briikly with their fills, that they may not be accufed of being idle fpe&ators. Thefe 
heroes are fo warm and vigorous at their work, that hats, perukes, coats, or whatever 
they have, are thrown overboard. 

Perhaps you may be furprized that thefe poor wretches Ihould wear hats, perukes, 
&c. which they dp in a very particular difmal manner. Formerly a great trade was 
driven here in old perukes by our failors. For thefe they got whatever they pleafed of 
thefe people, as wax, honey, parrots, monkeys, and all forts of refrefhments. But 
for thefe four years fo many merchants of thefe forts of goods, have been here, that the 
failor fwears the trade is utterly fpoiled ; and though his prime Hock cofts him nothing, 
yet it doth not at prefent turn to account. 

The bell quality in thefe people is, that as great lovers of brandy as they are, they 
yet are not very nice, for I have feen fome of our men give them brandy half lengthened 
out with water ; and for proof they told me, there was a little Spanifh foap clapped 
into it, and the fcum of the foap palled on them for the proof} and they praifed this 
brandy as fo extraordinary good, that they would willingly have laid in a flock of it. 

I defigned when I came into this river, to have traded for fome ivory and wax for 
our Company ; and had brought feveral goods with me to that end, but found them 
fo very troublefome that I could not have patience to deal with them ; and there being 
another of the Company’s fhips here, which alfo had orders to trade, I left it wholly 
to them, being very glad that I was fo cheaply rid of them. And thefe wretches ap- 
peared the worfe to me, becaufe I was ufed^to deal with fuch civil Negroes at Fida for 
an hundred times more than the commerce of this place. For to fell one tooth, they 
would fometimes haggle a whole day ; go five or fix times away and come again ; aik 
and bid as if they were on a fifli-raarket, and come to no refolution. 

As great. lovers of brandy as they are, they will not yet, when they firft come on 
board and are alked to drink, touch a drop before they have received a prefent. And 
if we Ihould happen to Hay too long before we give them any thing, they will boldly 
alk if we imagine that they will drink for nothing ; it not being fufficient to amtent 
this wretched crew that they drink up our liquor for nothing, but they mull belides 
be hired to it, as though they thereby did us a very great honour ; and he that intends 
to trade here, mull humour them herein, or he fliall not get one tooth on board. Thus 
the merchant which would trade here, ought to be very well armed with Job’s weapon, 
without which nothing is to be done. 

After I had given over the trade, a llrange troop of Negroes came on board , me, to 
whom I preferred fome brandy, and would have caufed them to be carried to our 
other fhip : but thefe gentlemen would not drink before I made them a prefent, which 
I had no mind to do, wherefore they marched out of my cabin; but underftanding 
tha t I did not defign to trade, they all very humbly returned, begging what I before 
offered them ; but I told them 1 was not at leifure, and they went off without any thing. 

They are very ready to make us prefents at our firft arrival, but much readier'to 
receive others in requital from us : and when we happen to be too flow, they alk where 
is our counter-prefent, or they will take their own back again j which, without making 
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much ado, they eaiily do, if out prefeats be not worth more than theirs. In fhorl, 
thefe are men winch no otherwife differ from beafts than in lhape. Their cloathing 
is like that of other Negroes, but very poor and wretched : for they deal with our men 
for all their old coats, fliirts, breeches, &c. and all other old cloaths ; and when dreffed 
in them, think themfelves very fine. 

As to what farther relates to their manners, I fhall not fay much becaufe I am unac- 
quainted with them ; but if you take what hath been already faid for a fpecimen, you 
may eaiily form an idea of the remainder. 

I do not believe they have much religion. I have obferved them to be very fuper- 
ftitious, and that as well as others they have great numbers of idols ; but of what fort 
they are, or what they believe concerning them, I was not able to obferve in my Ihort 
ftay here. 

That their government is not extraordinary, I obferved from the fmall refpeft they 
Ihewed each other j whence, without fear of herefy, I dare conclude, that every 
free perfon lives here for himfelf, without much troubling himfelf with King or 
prince; and that thofe gentlemen have only the bare name of royalty, without theleaft 
fhadow of the thing itfelf. 

The prefent King, like an honeli man, in order to rub through the world, follows 
the trade of a fmith to get his bread ; not neglecting other perquifites, the chiefeft of 
which is letting his wives at a reafonable price to the Europeans during their ftay there ; 
HOtwithftanding which he is, as all the reft are, a very poor man. 

They are moftly large, robuft, well fhaped men. They befmear their bodies with 
elephants and buffaloes’ fat, and a certain fort of red colour, which makes them ftink 
abominably ; elpecially the women, which one can hardly come near without turning 
lick. And yet they venture to drive a public trade with their bodies, expofing their 
favours to fale at a very cheap rate : and where they fear no danger, they will readily 
relieve the languilliing lover for a knife or a trifle of that value. But thofe who engage 
with thefe ladies muft be very fond of new faces, for if a man happen to be the leaft 
nice or fqueamilh, he will fulficiently wind them at twelve fcore yards, to deter him 
from any nearer approaches. But the cafe is different with a common failor, who is 
content with every filing that is but woman. 

I am apt to think that the moil part of the inhabitants depend chiefly on hunting 
and fifhery ; for I do not believe that they trouble themfelves with agriculture, nor did 
I fee any com or Milhio during my ftay here ; but inftead of that I daily faw them eat 
immature Banacas roafted at the fire. They had alfo Jammes, potatoes, and fmall 
beans, but in no great plenty. 

The land doth not feem very fertile or fit to prodqpe com or other fruits of the 
earth ; at leaft, what I have feen of it, which is from the mouth of the river to the 
Prince’s Ifland. But as for thofe fruits which grow on trees, thefe have great plenty 
of them ; wherefore I believe that their Banana is, befides what they eat with it, the 
ftaff of their life. This river is prodigioufly flocked with all forts of good fifli, and I 
allure you we purfued them very clofely, and catched fo many that we abundantly 
ftored ourfelves for our whole voyage. 

The Negro’s manner of fifliing here, is very diverting ; for palling along the river- 
fide in a canoe, and perceiving a fifh, they inftantly dart an Aflaguay at him, which is 
lb certain a way, that by means of their dexterity, it very feldom miffed. 

Before the mouth of Rio de Gabon, we daily obferved Ihoals of large unweildy filh, 

. which we call NoordKapers, or Northern Capers, though they look more like a fpe- 
des of whales, which, if they are not, it is certain they are not many removes from 
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them. Thefe fifli we gueffed to be about forty foot long, but I believe I have feen 
fome longer. They came fo near our Chip, that we could eafily reach them with a 
long pole, fuppofing them to continue ftill. If we had a good flioal of thefe ftfh, and 
could brace them to, and guide them before our fhips, as we do horfes to our waggons, 
I doubt not but we Ihould always run a fwift courfe. 

But to leave this diverfion to Neptune, and return to our fubjecl. 

They fwim chiefly on the furface of the water, having a young one or two near 
them, who, fpringing up to the top of the water, in imitation of their dam, mount 
above water. They blow up the water with very great violence, and put the fea in as 
great a ferment as a {hip under fail ; and in fpouting of water they would eafily outdo 
the bell water-works at Fontainbleau ; and it is not lefs diverting than rare, to fee a 
number of thefe fifhes together. 

'f’he land about this river incredibly abounds with wild beafts, efpedally elephants, 
buffaloes, and wild-boars. 

As foon as we had difpalched our, affairs at Prince’s Ifland, and careened our Ihip, 
we failed down the river again, in order to anchor at the Sand Punt, i. e. Sand Point, 
or Zuidhoeck; i. e. South Nook ; and provide ourfelves with water, which is better 
there than at Cape Lopez. Being advanced about an Englifh mile from this place, 
we got fight of an elephant, which, taking the fame courfe with us, walked very gently 
along the river-fide to the before-mentioned place ; where, accompanied with mv cap- 
tain and fome of my fervants, we ftepped into a boat and landed together, and imme- 
diately fet upon the elephant ; but after having purfued him very hard for an hour, we 
could not overtake him, but loft fight of him in a wood. 

' At the writing hereof I tremble to think what a rilk we ran, and what danger we 
were in j for not being above ten or twelve ftrong, and not half of us provided with 
good fire-arms, we Ihould have attacked this elephant, if we could have come at him ; 
fondly imagining to have fetched him down with two or three Ihots, which I have 
fince found was what two or three hundred men could fcarce do : thus we all had 
reafon to fh?nk heaven that we did not overtake this beaft ; for if we had, if not all, 
yet at leaft fome of us, had been left dead on the fpot. 

In our return we met five elephants together, who, looking on us, I fuppofe thought 
us not worth their anger, and therefore fuffered us to pafs them without the leaft dis- 
turbance ; and we owning them ftronger than we, were very well pleafed, and after 
pulling off our hats in grateful acknowledgement of their civility, went on our way. 

We lay three days Sill before this place, during which time, having no other em- 
ployment, I went every morning on fhore in order to fall upon fome of the wild beafts, 
but not elephants ; which I had in a fort fufficiently foxfwom fince our laft adventure. 
But ffid wild fwine afforded us the moil diverfion, and were what we chiefly intended 
to exercife ourfelves on : and accordingly the fecond day that we came on fhore, we 
were fo fort unat e as to meet a troop of above three hundred. We begun immediately 
to hunt them with utmoft fury, but having four kgs to our two, they were too nimble 
for us, fo that they foon got out of our reach ; except only one, which we cut off from 
his companions, andfobefet him, that hefeemed obliged to pay dear for lagging, fince 
there was no other way of flying left him than into a thicket, in which we purfued him 
fo clofe, that in a very fhort time he was likely to fell into our hands. 

But he efcaped us in the following manner : being come into the midfl: of the thicket, 
as though we had been in a well-built garden-houfe or bower, we found a ikeleton of 
an elephant ; and the furprize of this adventure detained us from the purfuit of the 
wild-boar, in order to examine this ikeleton nicely j which we found entire with the 
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teeth affixed to his head, which I caufed to be taken out and weighed, their weight 
being feventy pounds ; I meafured his legs, and found the fore, three, and the hind, , 
four foot; the head alfo four foot; and the remainder of the body proportionable; 
whence you may conjecture how large he was when living and covered with flefli. 

The two firft days being pad in ff uitlefs elephant and wild boar chace, we designed 
to fpend the third in the latter fport ; but when we came on Qiore, we found that their 
place was taken up by about one hundred buffeloes ; not being difcouraged we run at 
them, and being come near a parcel of eighteen or twenty, we prefented them with half' 
a dozen bullets, but I believe did not hurt one of them : they all flood flill, and feemed 
to look very angrily on us, confulting, I fuppofe, whether they fhould punifh our info- 
lence or not, but fince none of them was wounded, it paffed in the negative, and we 
efcaped free. Thefe buffeloes were red, with ftraight horns extended backwards, about 
the fize of an ox ; as they ran they feemed lame behind, but that did not hinder their 
being very fwift. 

The Negroes informed us, that when thefe beads are fhot, and not mortally wounded, * 
they fly at the men and kill them. We the eafier believe this, becaufe about ten years 
pafl, our men going a buffelo-hunting here, one of them being too forward, let fly at a 
buffelo, but was immediately feized, and had been killed by him, if one of his comrades 
had not come to his afflftance ; who notwithdanding, firing at the buffelo, was fo unhappy 
as to mifs him a$d mortally wound his companion, and the buffelo foon trod out the 
finall remainder of the fnuff of his life. This unhappy accident agreeing with the Ne- 
gro’s report, made us rejoice that we had met with fuch good-natured buffeloes ; and 
immediately refolved never for the future to attempt the elephant and buffelo chace, 
which refohition, in order to be remembered, was regidered in its proper place. 

The Negroes, to prevent fuch misfortunes, go more warily to work. They firft 
obferve the place where the buffeloes refort in the evening, and place themfelves on a 
high tree, and as foon as the buffelo comes, they fhoot at him from thence. If they kill 
him, and there is no danger below, they come down, and affifted by fome of their 
companions, carry off their game ; but if they have not hit the buffelo they fit dill, and 
keep out of danger ; by which means they fhoot feveral. 

The buffelo’s flefli here is very good, and by reafon of the meadow-ground about the 
Sant Punt, fat enough. 

This is all that I could poillbly obferve in my fixteen days day here. Our cruifer, after 
having taken in fome wood, came to us, and we failed together out of the river, and 
three days after anchored at Cape Lopez di Gonfalvez ; which, as I have before in- 
formed you, is the uttermoft point of the gulf of Guinea, fituate in fome few minutes 
of fouth latitude, and Gabon is exactly under the equinoctial line. A little fmjth of 
Cape Lopez, begins the country of Angola, which dretches feveral degrees fouthvrard. 
This point or cape is as much or more vifited by {hips than Gabon ; for mod of -the 
Hups laden with Haves, come hither to dore themfelves with water and wood, with both 
which it always abounds, and the inhabitants have always quantities of the latter ready 
cut, which they fell fo cheap, that we commonly do not give above a bar of iron for a 
whole fathom of it ; and water we have for fetching from a very convenient place near 
thefea-fide. We generally indeed pay for the liberty of fetching water, to the King, 
or he who calls himfelf fo, three or four knives, and a bottle of malt fpirits ; but this Is 
rathm otuf civility than any thing elfe, fince there is no {hip fo finall, as that it could not 
fiunilh rtfeif with water and wood by force. But this would, in my opinion, be very 
unreasonable, fince the natives deferve fome reward for their trouble ; and it would alfo 
render it very inconvenient to other ihips that came after us ; for the Negroes finding 
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we did not pay them, would not be very fond of felling more wood, on which account 
it is far the better way to content them with a trifle. 

The trade here, as well as at Rio de Gabon, confifts in elephants’ teeth, wax and 
honey, with which it abounds ; but by reafon of the multitudes of flips which daily 
touch here, not much is to be expected ; yet one of our yatchs this very year dealt for 
betwixt three and four thoufand weight of elephants’ teeth, as well as wax/ and at other 
times for larger quantities. 

At Cape Lopez there are a few houfes, in which the inhabitants live as long as any 
fhips are there ; but their proper dwelling-place is a little beyond this point, upon a 
river which is called Olibatte. The principal men, or grandees, difling uifh themfelves 
by. the names of king, prince and admiral, though, like thofe of Gabon, they are obliged 
toije contented with the name only j and indeed the inhabitants of both places agree 
fo exa&ly, that I do not believe the leaft difference is obfervable betwixt their maimer 
of living ; except only, that the latter are far more civil and converfable than the former. 

I do not think it necefiary to fay any more concerning this place, tha n that the fhips 
here meet with a good road, if they are but fo cautious as to avoid fome fand-banks 
which are hereabouts, which yet are not dangerous in good weather, finfp they are 
paffable without damage at high-water, as we experienced, 

I have already told you, that the river Gabon is plentifully ftored with fifh. But 
this place is enriched with prodigious fhoals, that our cruifer one morning, carting his 
net, caught fuch a vaft quantity as would have fufEced ten fhips, 

• After having parted three days at this Cape, we heaved in our anchor and fet fail , 
defigning for the Ifle of Annaboa ; but the ftrong tide, which at this time of the year winds 
in a ferpentine manner towards the north, carried us below St.Thome, an ifland be- 
longing to the Portuguefe ; which affords me an opportunity to impart to you fome 
particulars concerning it, after having acquainted you, that though our fhips were cleaned, 
and in good failing condition, we yet were driven above half a degree northward ; but 
another of our Company’s fhips, which I had laden with flaves at Fida, and departed 
thence three weeks before me, came the third time to anchor with me at Cape Lopez, 
and told us, that he had been in one degree and a half fcrnth latitude ; but that the 
vehemence of the tide had (which is fcarcely credible) in one night driven him through 
the Line exa&ly before Gabon. 

The Ifle of St.Thome (and not of St.Thomas, as fome would have it, that being 
in America in the Danes’ poflefEon) was formerly in our hands, and we were obliged to 
quit it by the continual treachery of the Portuguefe, which fatigued our men, and by 
th^ great mortality which then afflicted them, in which fo many of our countrymen died, 
tb£|;riiis ifland in Europe went by the name of the Dutch Church-yard. 

The Portuguefe, though more ufed to this fcorching air, prove at this very time, that 
it is a very unwholfome country, great quantities of them dying, and very few living to 
a great age. J 

The natural reafon of which, in my opinion, feems to be, firft, the fcorching heat, 
which continues here the whole year ; for one point of it being fituated juft under the 
Line, it is eafy to conceive, that the greateft part of the year muft be intolerably hot. 

Secondly, that this ifland chiefly conftfts of hills, the valleys betwixt which are con- 
tinually filled with a very thick and {linking mill, even in the very hotteft time of the 
day, which of neceffity muft condenfe and inflame the air, and confequently render it 
very unwholefome. And, in the third place, we may add the exceflive phlebotomy of 
the Portuguefe, which they have recourfe to on the very leaft occafion, fome of them 
letting blood above fifty times in a year; and this it is, which, I believe, makes them 
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look more like walking ghofts than men : and this practice, the longer continued, nmfi; 
neceflarily the more weaken the conftitution ; for the nature of this country is not fuch 
as to fupply them with hafty recruits of frefh blood. Excepting what hath been ob- 
ferved, this is a pleafant and fertile ifland, abounding, according to the report of the 
Portuguefe, with frefh rivers or lakes, and good arable lands, which yield com, fugar, 
and cotton. Here are alfo feveral earth-fruits and trees, befides great plenty of cattle, 
larger and finer than on the Gold Coaft. It cannot but . have its fhare of terreflrial 
bleffings, becaufe the Romilh clergy have two convents here, according to the belt of 
my remembrance, filled with the fraternities of St. Peter and St. Auguftine. And here 
is alfo a bifhop’s fee. ° 

More need not be faid to prove this ifland good and proper to live in ; for it is cer- 
tainly true, that thefe ghoftly Fathers never fettle where, befides fouls’ good, fubluntuy 
conveniences are not to be gained. 

I {hall now bid adieu to St. Thome, with only acquainting you, that all fhips 
which, by reafon of contrary wind, cannot reach Eha del Principe, put in here for 
refrelhments. 

Indead of Annaboa, being, as I have already told you, fallen below St.Thome, we 
defpaired of reaching it, becaufe it is more difficult to fail from St. Thome than from 
Cape Lopez ; but the wind changing, and, contrary to our expectation, getting the 
tide with us, we were fo fortunate in two days’ time as to anchor before the famous 
ifland of Annaboa. 


This ifland is vifited by a great number of fhips, as well thofe which have been trad- 
ing in Guinea, as thofe bound for Eaft: India and Angola. When the Eaft Indiamen 
fall below the gulf of Guinea (for they, different from our account, reckon the gulf 
of Guinea to take in almoft the whole Coaft), they put in here; and the fhips bound 
for Angola touch here, it being almoft in their way. 

Annaboa is fo prodigioufly flocked with cattle and fruit, that it far exceeds St.Thome 
and Prince’s Ifland in both ; though it is much fmaller, and indeed not above half the 
circuit of ether of them. Like St.Thome, it is almoft alwavs covered with a thick 
mill ; but if we may believe the Portuguefe, not fo unwholefome. But why it is more 
healthful, I fhall not prefume to determine 5 for the air is almoft the fame, Annaboa 
being but about one degree and a half more fouth. The land is here frill as high as at 
StThome 5 and in the higheft place of it, according to the report of the Portuguefe 
is a lake of fiefh and very good water, about which, the air is as cold as the fevereft 
■autumns in Holland ; but who knows whether this be true ? 


. The Portuguefe have tilled the plains to half way up the hills, for fo far the grofcad 
is good. But taking a view of this ifland from below, it feems very dry and ba***&- 
notwithftanding which it is all over planted with fruit-trees, viz. cocoas, orange 
tonons, Backovens, bananas, palm-trees, and feveral others, whofe fruits are all plen- 
fcfiil and cheap : one hundred cocoa-nuts are fold for a rix-dollar ; a thoufand oranges 
or lemons at the fame rate ; and the other fruits in proportion. Hogs, fheep, goats 
chickens, &c. are to be bought for almoft nothing, confidering that we have them for 
^aaaet of old ttafh cloaths of linen and woollen. In fhort, here is the true Amal- 
theaor Cornucopia, of which the antients have faid fo many fine things ' 

, T k^f itants of ^ are bkck, and but a fort of half-Chriftians, though 
&ey bear fc flan* of Chnftians ; for if they can but read a Pater-nofter and Ave-Ma- 
Mana, confcfe to the pneft, and bring feme offerings with them, they pafs for good 
Chnftians. The white Portuguefe of this ifland efteem them flaves, by reSbn that they 
are the defcendahts of thofe flaves which they fet on this ifland^ They are all of 
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without exception, thieves and rogues, that will injure or defraud no man more than 
they can. The women are all common public whores, which allure and mifiggd the 
failors, and except a very few, are monftroufly ugly and ill-favoured, as Monfieur FoL- 
kenbrog has well obferved it. 

The government of thefe people is entrufled in the hands of a white Portuguefe, 
who is honoured with the illuflrious name of Govemador. He who was honoured 
with this high poll: in my time, was fuch a great Don, that if I had been charitable 
enough to have bellowed the alms of a crown upon him, he would have made no diffi- 
culty of receiving it, nor thought it an affront to his honourable charge, or the gran- 
deur of his nation. His fubje&s alfo flood in fuch awe of him, that if I had but defired 
them, they would certainly have broken his head, and have delivered die ifland into 
our poffeffion. For this Don being appointed by a Portuguefe gentleman, to whom 
this ifland belongs, as rent-gatherer in his name, to collecl a third of all the inhabitants* 
cattle, fruit and income ; in order to fecure fomewhat for himfelf, he very fairly fleeces 
the inhabitants of a complete half, which renders him fo hated by his black fubjeds, 
that they would very willingly be releafed from their yoke, and deliver the ifland to 
another nation. But it would not indeed be ferviceable to any nation, without all its 
black inhabitants were tranfported thence ; for whilfl they flay there, on account of 
the leafl difference with the poffeffors, they would fly to the hilly part of the ifland, 
which is fufficiently inacceffible to the Europeans, and from thence fo gall them, that 
they would be obliged to abandon it ; as it happened to us, when we formerly were in 
poffeffion of it ; for we left it on no other account. 

Befides the Govemador, I found here alfo two white priefls, who were endowed with 
no other qualities than the profound ignorance and flupidity of the meanefl of their 
neighbours, except only (which is indeed fomething uncommon) that they could drink 
as much brandy as I could wine, or other liquor. 

Their wifdom was lodged in their Capuchin’s cap. I cannot indeed tell, whether 
they could read or write, fince I did not fee one book they had, nor would they pro- 
duce one, though I afked the favour ; perhaps ffiat it might not be defiled with my 
heretical fingers. They invited us to come and fee their churches, which we did, and 
found them very handfome, and large enough for four times the number of inhabitan ts 
on the ifland. Before we entered their churches, we were all over befprinkled with 
holy water, from which I conclude that it is not very dear here. They defired a bottle 
of wine of me to celebrate their mafs withal, which I gave them; and they thereupon 
promifed me (though unafked) that they would fay a mafs for my happy voyage ; after 
wjfiieh I took leave of them. 

Hj fefe faw herefome fmall pieces of cannon, and afking where they got them, we were 
informed that they belonged to a fmall French pirate, which flranded there about ten 
days before, the captain of which, with two of his men, was then upon the ifland. 

Thefe pirates had robbed the Gold Coafl of fome gold. Haves and elephants’ teeth. 
But two days before our arrival here, the Sloter galley, an Englifh fhip, commanded 
by Thomas Kent, had fetfail from thence, having made an agreement with thefe pirates, 
in confiderarion of a part of their prey to be given to the captain, to carry them and 
all their booty to the French iflands. The pirates, depending on this contract, had 
brought all their goods on board Captain Kent, and all the men, except the captain 
and two more, followed, who defigned to have gone on board the lafl day of the gal- 
ley’s flay here ; but as they were coming, were welcomed with a few mufquet foot, 
and charged, if they valued their lives, to return back, which they were obliged to do, 
and had the fatisfadlion of feeing Captain Kent haul up his anchors and fet fail with all 
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their goods. What think you, fir, were not thefe villains rightly ferved ; indeed I 
think they were ; and had it been my good fortune to meet with them, I Ihould not 
have given them any better treatment. 

After having ftaid here a few days to refrefh, purfuant to the dire&or-general’s leave, 
we fleered out courfe towards F.lmina, failing continually along the Line, without inclin- 
ing one degree towards the fouth or north. I expected to have met with a violent 
heat here; but on the contrary found it fo cold, that though well clad, I could fcarcely 
bear the cold. The Tailors, who commonly are not moved at a trifle, alfo cloathed 
themfelves very thick. Expreffing my furprife hereat, the captain told me that about 
this time of the year (being September) it was almoft always fo cold here, notwithftand- 
ing the fun in that month paffes the line, and mull be exactly over our heads ; but the 
cafe lies here, we have always thick weather and a (tiff gale, which prevents our feeling 
the heat of the fun. 

After feveral days failing forwards in this manner, gu effing that we were advanced 
high enough to make the Coaft, we fleered directly landwards, and got fight of land 
about the Qnaqua coaft ; but our orders running to flay no where, we failed along by 
the ihore, proceeding on our voyage to Aifinee, which the French fome time pall took 
poffeffion of ; and that in fuch a diverting manner, that I cannot help imparting it to 
you. The author of the European Mercury for the year i/or, obliges us with the 
following relation of the converting of a Moorilh King to the Chriftian faith, in thefe 
words : — 

C£ Here is another Pagan prince brought over to the Chriftian faith, namely, Lewis 
Hannibal, King of Syria [which he miftakes for Affinee], on the Gold Coaft of Africa, 
who, after being a long time In ft rafted in the Chriftian principles, and baptized by the 
Biffiop of Meaux, the King being his god-father, received the' facrament of the Lord’s 
fupper, on the 27th of February, from the Cardinal de Noailles, and offered at the 
fame time a pi&ure to the Bleffed Virgin, to whofe prote&ion he fubmitted his territories, 
having made a vow, at his return thither, to ufe his utmoft endeavours towards the cca- 
verfion of his fubjeds. This Moorilh prince departed on the 24th of this month, in 
order to embark at Port Lewis, and be convoyed home by two or three men of war, 
under the command of the Chevalier Damon.” 

Thus far runs our above-mentioned relation. Now it is my talk to give you a lhort 
account of the extraction of this pretended King, and to acquaint you with what hap- 
pened afterwards. 1 

Some years paft, the French were accuftomed to feize all the Negroes that came on 
board them, and fell them into the Weft Indies for Haves ; amongft which happened#) 
be the beforefiud Lewis Hannibal, chriftened by the French ; but finding him endowed 
with a more fprightly genius than his countrymen, inftead of felling, they brought him 
to the French, court, where this impoftor pretended to be fon and heir apparent to the 
King of Affinee ; _ by which means he fo infinuated himfelf into the good opinion of the 
court, that the King made him feveral very rich prefents, and fent him back to his own 
country in the manner above related ; but upon his arrival upon the Coaft, he was dif- 
covered to be only the Have of a Caboceer of Affinee, to whom, ihortly after his arrival 
he returned; and, as I am credibly informed, inftead of converting his fubie&s to 
Chriftknity, is himfelf returned to Paganifm. . J 

You may eafily gpefs at the refentments of the French court, after being fo ridi- 
culoufly bubbled by a Negro Have : if you confider that by this means they have loft; 
their aim, which was to get footing on the Gold Coaft; and befides, that the pious 
intention His Mdft Chriftian Majefty, to convert a heatfiaaprince, and eftablilh 
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him. on his throne, was fruftrated ; the Cardinal de Noailles and the Bifhop of 
Meaux laboured in vain : and, in fliorf, the whole French c:-urt was difappointed of its 
expectation. By this, fir, you may fee, that as ftupid as the Negroes are, yet fome 
amongft them are able to delude fuch a, wife court as that ct France, which I doubt 
not but long ere this has repented of its credulity, and a thoufand times curfed the 
pretended King of Syria. But to leave the French in their refentments, and purfue our 
voyage. 

Sailing by Aflinee we touched on the Gold Coaft, where our companion the cruizer, 
called the Befchermer or protector, commanded by Captain Iiinken, found a Zealand 
interloper called the Great Apollo, betwixt the fhore and the Brandenburgh fort; 
which he vigoroufly attacked, and after a Ihort but warm refinance, took and brought 
her as good prize to Elmina. 

This, fir, is the end of my voyage, and will alfo be the lafl letter that I Shall write 
to you concerning the Hate of Guinea. What you have farther to expect from me, is, 
as I have already told you, the refult of others obfervations. I beg your approbation 
of the contents of this and all my pad, affuring you I have written no'thing to you but 
real truth, digefted from my own obfervation. If I am fo happy as to pleafe you in 
this attempt, I (hall be fo far from thinking my labour loft, that I Shall conclude it 
doubly rewarded. 

Thefe, fir, are the fincere affeverations of one that never will omit any thing which, 
can render you an agreeable fervice ; but is now and ihall ever be inceffantly ambitious 
of the honourable name of 

Your hearty humble fervanf, 

W. Bosnian. 


A DESCRIPTION OF RIO FORMOSA, or, THE RIVER OF BENIN 
Being the firfi Supplemental, or Twenty-firfi Letter. 

Containing, a Defcription of Rio Formofa, or the River of Benin ; the great Number of 
its Branches. — The Trading-place and Church of the Portuguefe. — The King of 
Benin's great Opinion of himfelf — Our ordinary Trading-place. — The Pirates of Ufa . 
A %tTbe Morafs and floating Land in and about the River, which is very pleafant but 
Mnwhslefome, and the Reafon why. — The great Mortality of our Men m Ship-board . 
— The Rajhnefs of five Mariners , and a remarkable. Event which fallowed it. The 
Country is very even and full of Trees. — Who are the. King of Benin s \affals. — — The 
King's Slave an honourable Name. — Benin not very populous. — The three principal 
Trading-places ; their Names, Confutation , and Governors. — Befides which, a f (girth 
Trading-place, where one of our chief eft Commanders or Factors was killed; eg which 
account a double Revenge was taken. — The Benin Inhabitants generally good-natured , 
civil , and very converfible People ; who are not to be treated forcibly, but gently ; are 
very pertinacious in their old Ctfioms ; who are the Managers , of their Trade ; 
the y are very civil to Strangers , but treacherous to each other ; their Governors very 
covetous , — There are three EJlates befides the King ; concerning the firfi, and their 
.Power: — Oftbefigcoyd, their Marks of Honour or Knighthood, the Lefsff which k 
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punljhed with Death ; of which fame Examples: — The third State; the manual 
Arts and Trades of the Commonalty. — The rich live very well, and are very charita- 
ble to the Poor. — The Habits of the Negroes of both Sexes. — Each Perfon marries as 
many Wives as he is able to keep ; the Manner of their Marriage ; the Hufhands very 
jealous of their Wives , of which they are ahfolute Mafters. — Three Sorts of Puriijhments 
for Adultery. — Of pregnant Women and their Delivery . — The male Infants belong to 
the King. — Both male and female are circnmcifed. — The groaning Treat. — Twins 
ejleemed a good Omen , except at Arebo : the Cruelty of whofe Inhabitants on that occa- 
jion defcribed and confirmed by fome Infiances. — A f acred Grove, a?id their Opinions 
concerning it. — They are very prolific. — Menftnms Women ejleemed unclean . — The 
Negroes here not fo much afraid of Death as others ; their Remedies in cafe of Sicknefs. 
— Phyficians not much valued, and how treated. — Who hath the Right cf Inheritance,, 
and in what cafes the King is Heir. — Common Whores. — Their Government. — Punijh - 
ment of Thievery, to which they are not much addicled. — The Punijhments of Murder, 
and their Dijlinctions concerning that Crime. — Five Sorts of Oaths. — How Fines are 
di/lributed . — Their mufical Injlruments ; they dance very well to the Harp ; are great 
Gamefiers ; their Religion very confufed; each particular Perfon hath his feparate 
Prieji ; their Notion of the Deity , and their Ratiocinations on that Subject ; they worjhip 
Idols, and the Devil in the fame Shape. — Apparitions of Spirits. — Daily and annual 
Offerings. — Their Sentiments concerning a future Life . — Multiplicity of Idols, and 
their Fejlivals ; which is their greateji Fefiival \ their Sabbath. — They celebrate the 
Times of the Death of their Parents. — Their Divifion of Time. — Their Wars, and Con- 
fifion therein ; they are great Cowards ; their Weapons. — All Sorts of Game, and wild 
Quadrupeds ; great Baboons which fall upon Men. — Great Plenty of feathered Kind ; 
but not fuch Stores of Tip; yet great Quantities of terrene and arboriferous Fruits . — ' 
Offeveral dying Ingredients. — The King's Revenue, wherein it conjifis. — A Defcrip- 
tion of the Town of Benin, which is very long and well built ; Strangers not allowed 
there. — Of the Grandees which follow the Court. — Natives cannot he fold for Slaves, 
nor is it allowed to tranfport any out of the Kingdom as fuch, though Strangers. — The 
. Trades and Employments of the Commonalty; their Tradefmen. — Very fine Streets in 
the City. — Slavery of the Women, which are fond of all" Europeans except the Portu- 
guefe. — A large Defcription of the King's Court, and the Coral-feafi, at which 
the King is prefent . — The Author's Audience of the King ; his Portraiture. — The 
War betwixt Are de Rou and the King, which hath ruined the City 'bf Benin ; 
which is at prefent wafte and defolate. — Conclufion of this Letter. 

Sir, 

IN obedience to your orders, this contains a defcription of the river of Benin. I dare 
not aflnre you of your expeded fatisfadion; but would fain hope that my endeavours, 
however imperfed, being the utmoft I can do, may meet with your favourable re- 
ception. ' 

About fifty miles ealfc of Ardra, are fituate the cape -and river of Formofa, otherwife 
called Benin, from the kingdom of Great Benin, with which it is encompafled. This 
river fbews itfelf very plainly if entered from the weft ; for from Ardra the land is even 
aid woody: the weft point is much higher, and looks like a rock with the top cut off. 
But the eaft pom* is low and flat land: its mouth is about a mile wide; bur failing 
iardier up, is yet wider in fome places and narrower in others. This river fprouts 
ttfelf into enumerable branches; fome of which are fo wide, that they very well de- 
ferve the pame of rivers; and die banks of each of them are inhabited by a particular 

3 nation. 



bosjun’s guinea. 


J*9 

nation,, governed by its own King. The multitude of its branches render the failing up 
this river fo difficult, that a pilot is abfolutely neceflary. 

About a mile and a half from its mouth there are two branches, about half a mflp 
from each other. Upon one of which the Portuguefe have a lodge and church at the 
town of Awerri, which is governed by its particular and independent King, who doth 
not treat the King of Great Benin any otherwife than as his neighbour and ally ; though 
that vain Prince fliews no marks of efteem for him, nor any other potentates, imagining 
that if he is not the greateft King in the whole, yet indifputably in the Guinean world ; 
that part of it that is fituate above one hundred miles beyond his own territories, being 
as little known to him as the large remainder of the globe. 

The common-trading place here is called Arebo, fituate above fixty miles above the 
river’s mouth : fo far, and yet farther, our fhips may very conveniently come ; in their 
paflage failing by hundreds of branches of this river, befides creeks, fome of which 
are very wide. 

What I have already hinted is fufficient to give you an idea of the breadth of this 
fiver, but its length and fource I have not been able to difcover, no Negro being able 
to give me an exact account of it ; but I believe its branches extend into all the cir- 
cumjacent countries ; for I have feen feveral men that came from Ardra, Calbary, and 
feveral other places, in order to trade, which were taken on this river by the robbers, 
and fold for flaves. Thefe robbers, or pirates, live juft at the mouth of the river, and 
are called the pirates of Ufa j they are very poor, and live only on robbery ; they fail 
hence to all parts of this river, and feize all that lights in their way, whether men, 
beafts, or goods ; all which they fell to the firft that come hither for victuals, with 
which they are not at all provided. 

The Portuguefe informed me, that here was a land road which reached to Calbary, 
and one much more commodious by water ; that it was eafy, with a canoe, to get into 
the circumjacent rivers, viz. Lagos, Elrei, Camarones, and feveral others, befides 
the river Volta, which laft I can fcarcely believe, it being utterly improbable ; but as to 
the former rivers, they are fo near the other, that it may be eafily done. 

Several miles upwards, from the mouth of the river, the laid is every where kj/p 
and morafly, and its banks all along adorned with great numbers of high ami 
low trees, and the country all about it divided into iflands, by the multiplicity of its 
branches ; befides which, here are feveral forts of floating ifles, or lands covered with 
reed, which are driven by the winds, or Travadoes, from one place to another, by 
which metos they often happen in our way, and oblige us to fteer a different courfe, 
on which occafions pilots or guides are very convenient. 

The river itfelf is very pleafant, but very unwholefome, as moft of the rivers on 
the coaft feera to be naturally, which I am apt to think is occafioned by the continual 
contagious exhalations which hover about them, more efpedally thofe in low ground 
and morafies. To which may be added another, and not left plague, the innumerable 
millions of gnats, which the Portuguefe call Mufquitoes ; for the land, as I have already 
told you, being very woody, is infupportably peftered with thefe vermin, efpedally in. 
the nights, when they attack ns in whole legions, and fling fo feverely, that feveral 
perfons have been fo marked with puftules, that it was impomble to know them. This 
torment, which deprives us of our natural reft, heightened by the unwholefomeneft of 
the climate, continually occafions a great mortality amongft our men. You very well 
know, that this is my fecond voyage to this river, and that the firft time 1 was here we 
loft half our men, and at prefent the number of our dead on board is not left, and die 
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reminder are moft of them fick, ■which ftrikes fuch a general terror into the failors, 
that the boldeft of them is afraid of his life. 

Fire of our failors were fo ralhly impious, as to throw dice who fhould die or live 
.to come out of this river. They over-perfuaded my eldeft fervant to throw for his 
chance with them, and the higheft call being efteemed fafeft, he threw eleven. And 
it is really remarkable, that this lad is yet alive, but the other five died all in the river 
of Benin. 

Bating the faid contagion of the climate, this is a very defirahle place of trade, by 
reafon of the pieafantnefs of the river and adjacent country, which is very even ground, 
without hills, and yet rifes by gentle degrees, which affords the mod agreeable profpedt 
in the world ; which is yet improved by the multitude of trees which Hand fo regular, 
as if they were defignedly planted in that order. 

The inhabitants of this river, and the neighbouring country, have feveral Princes ; 
and, indeed, each fmall nation is governed by his own King, though all of them are 
vaffals to the King of Benin, except thofe of Awerri, where the Portuguefe live, and 
the pirates of Ufa, both of whom would never yet fubmit to his yoke. 

They are all free-men, notwithftanding which they are treated as Haves by their 
King, and are fo far from taking it for an unhappinefs, that the title of the King’s 
Have is a diftinguifhing mark of honour amongft them. 

Though here is a prodigious number of people, yet in proportion to the extent of 
land, and upon the comparifon with Ardra, this country is not populous. The 
towns are widely dillant from each other, as well thofe near the river as farther in- 
land. 

There are at prefent three principal towns where we trade, and whither all the neigh- 
bouring in-land Negroes refort, efpecially when we have call; anchor there. 

The firft of thefe villages is Boededoe, containing about fifty houfes or cottages, 
built with reed and leaves. It is governed by a viceroy, and fome grandees appointed 
by him, who, under the King, and in his name, govern the whole diitridl of land ; but 
their authority doth not extend beyond things of fmall importance, as civil caufes and 
the railing taxes for the King ; bht if any thing confiderable happens, or any capital 
crime is committed, they are not permitted to decide it, but muff fend to court and 
wait their orders. 

Arebo, the fecond village, which is fituate much farther up the river, is a fine large 
oblong town, indifferently well fumiflied with houfes and people. The houfes are 
much larger than at Boededoe, though built in the fame manner. This place, and its 
dependant country is, as well as the former, governed by a viceroy. 

Some years paft here were two lodges, or factories, one of which belonged to the 
Engllfh, and the other to our Company ; each of them had their particular fa&ors and 
truftees, called in Portuguefe Mercadors and Fiadors ; the lalt of which are here but 
a fort of brokers : but the Engliih not having traded here for many years, their 
lodge is fallen down and demolifhed, and their factors and brokers incorporated with 
ours. 

Agatton, the third village, was formerly a confiderable trading-place, but hath fuf- 
fered fo much by the wars, that it lies in a manner wafle at prefent. It is fituate on a 
fmall Mil in the river, juft joined to the firm land. 

The remaining ruins difcover it to have been a very large village, much more 
agreeable and healthful than the others are, for which reafon the Negroes employ their 
utmoft diligence in the re-building of it. It is environed with all forts of Mf-trees. 
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Hereabouts are feveral ftnall villages, whofe inhabitants come hither at even’ con- 
fiderable market, -which is held here for five days. A day's journey by land" from 
Agatton, is the city or village of Great Benin, the refident of the King : but more cf 
this hereafter. 

I muft not here omit a certain village, where we formerly traded, which is called 
Meiborg, probably borrowing its name from that of one of our factors. 

Several years -pail our Company had a confiderable factory and fome fervants here. 
Their laft factor here wasN. Beeldfnyder, w ho made himfelf to be hated by the natives, 
by reafon of his brutality. Befides which, he call a lafcivious eye cn one cf the Me- 
gro governor's wives, which he ravifhed, and thereby fo enraged her injured huiband, 
that he refolved to take his utraok fatisfa&ion of .Beeldfnyder, and came againil him 
with a party of armed men, defigning to have his life, but he defending himfelf in his 
flight, narrowly efcaped on board one cf cur {hips, which then lay there, but was withal 
dangeroufly -wounded. He was no fconer come on beard, than he failed out cf the 
fight of his purfuers, but one of his wounds proved fo fatal, that, through the unlkil- 
fulnefs of the furgeon, he died of it. 

Mr. N. N., who was then the Company’s direclor-general on the coaft, and was not 
fully informed of the merits of thecaufe, did not let his death pal's unrevengtd, but 
immediately fent a yacht, reinforced with Elmina foldiers to Benin, with flrict orders 
to take the utmoft revenge for the murder or mafiacre, as it was termed. Thefe fol- 
diers fo rigoroufly executed, or perhaps flretcbed their commifiion, that they killed or 
took prifoners every perfon of the village that could not make their efcape. 

The King of Great Benin being informed of this, and the author of the mafiacre, 
*was not content with the revenge which our director had taken, but commanded the 
perfon, who was the occafioner of the maflacre, to come to him ; and though he had 
defended the honour of his family, and was confequently. very excufable, yet the King 
caufed him and his whole race, to the third and fourth generation, to be cut to pieces ; 
which cruelty was executed, in order to juflify himfelf, not only with relped to the 
action, but alfo the very knowledge of it. 

The dead corpfes of thefe miferable wretches were thrown upon the dunghill as a 
fpedacle, to be devoured by the wild beafls ; and their houfes were razed to the ground, 
with firid orders, that they fhould never be re-built. We, finding the King fo zea- 
loufly interefled for us, have ever fince continued our trade there. 

The inhabitants of Great Benin are generally good-natured and very civil, from, 
whom it is eafy to obtain whatever we defire by foft means : if we make them liberal 
prefents, they "will endeavour to recompenfe them doubly ; and if we want any thing, 
and afk it of them, they very feldom deny us, though they have occafion for it them- 
felves. But they are fo far in the right, to exped that their courtefy fhould be repaid 
with civility, and not with arrogance and rudenc-fs ; for to think of forcing any thing 
from them, is to difpute with the moon. . _ „ 

They are very prompt in buiinefs, and will not fuffer any of their antient cuftoms 
to be abolifhed ; in which, if we comply with them, they are very eafy to deal with, 
and will not bp wanting in any thing on their part requifxte to a good agreement. But 
what is worft of all, is, that they are very tedious in dealing: many times they have a 
flock of elephants* teeth by them, which we are generally eight or ten days before we 
can agree with them for ; but this is managed with fo many ceremonious civilities, that 
it is impoffible to be angry with them. Another inconvenience which really deferves 
complaint, is, that, at our arrival here, we are obliged to truft them with goods to make 
Panes or cloaths of? for the payment of which we frequently flay fo long, that by 
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reafoa of the advancement of the feafon, the confumpdon of our provifions, and the 
ficknefs and mortality of our men, we are obliged to depart without our money : but 
on the other hand, the next time we come hither, we are fure to be honeflly paid 
the whole. 

The perfons which treat with us on their behalf, are fuch as are thereto appointed by 
the government, and are called by the above-mentioned names of Mercado rs and Fia- 
dors ; and thefe are the only merchants with which we deal : this cuftom having 
obtained, by reafon that thefe factors can fpeak a miferable fort of Portuguefe, which 
qualifies them to talk with us. This is their only excellency, without which they 
would be looked on as the very fcum of their countrymen, and not thought worthy a 
name amongft them. 

At our arrival here, we are obliged to pay fome forts of cuftoms to thefe brokers and 
the governors, which arefoinconfiderable, that they are hardly worth mentioning. 

The natives here feem very civil to each other, and omit no opportunity of offering 
their mutual fervices ; but this is bare compliment ; for they will not trufl one another, 
but. are jealoufly prudent, and very referved, efpecially in the management of their 
trade, which they difpatch with utmoffc fecrefy, out of fear of being reprefented as great 
traders to their governors, who, upon fuch a difcovery, would certainly accufe them 
of fome crime or other, in order to poffefs themfelves, though never fo unjuflly, of the 
effects of thefe rich merchants. And here, as well as every where elfe, it is eafy to find 
a flick to beat a dog withal : wherefore thofe who are out of power, and have no 
fhare in the government, always pretend to be poorer than they really are, in order 
to efcape the rapacious hands of their fuperiors. This obliges them all to a cunning 
fort of mutual civility, in order to avoid accufers j and their profeffionsare very, rarely 
fincere, hut only feigned. 

I have obferved here three ftates, befides the King, which governs abfolutely, his 
will being a law and bridle to his fubje&s, which none of them dare oppofe. 

Next him, the firft and highefl flate is compofed of three perfons, called here great 
lords, or great men, which are always near the King’s perfon ; and any perfon that 
wants to apply to His Majefty, is obliged firft to addrefs himfelf to them, and they 
undertake to acquaint him with it, and return hisanfwer. But they are fure to inform 
him only of what they pleafe themfelves, and confequently in the King’s name, they a£l 
as they think fit ; fo that in reality the whole government depends folely on them ; 
which may the more eafily happen, becaufe, except a very few, no perfons are admitted 
into the King’s prefence, much lefs allowed to fpeak with him. 

The fecond ftate or rank is compofed of thofe which are here called Are de Roe, or 
Street Kings ; fome of which prefide over the commonalty, and others over the flaves 5 
fome over military affairs, others over the affairs relating to cattle and the fruits of the 
earth, &c. And indeed here is a particular fupervifor over every thing that can be 
thought of. 

Out of the number of thefe Are de Roes, are chofen the viceroys and governors of 
the countries which are fubjecl to the King. Thefe are all under the command of, 
and refponfible to, the three great men on all occafions. They obtain thefe honourable 
polls by the recommendation of thefe three lords ; and the King, as an enfign of this 
honour, prefents eachof them with a firing of coral, that being equivalent to the arms 
of an order of knighthood. This firing they are obliged to wear continually about their 
necks, without ever daring to put it off on any account whatever ; for if they are fo unhappy 
as to lofe it, or carelefely fuffer it to be flolen, they are ipjo faffo irreprievably condemned 
to die. For the confirmation of which I can give you two inftances, to one of which 
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I was witnefs ; viz. a Negro, who, through inadvertency, had fuffered this chain to 
be ftolenfrom him, and without delay was executed, as was ahb the other who acknow- 
ledged himfelf guilty of the faid robbery, befides three more which were privy to it, and 
did not timely difcover it. Thus five men were put to death for a chain of coral, that 
was not intrinfically worth two-pence. 

The fecond inftance happened about the year 1700, and was fomewhti more extra- 
ordinary. At that time there lay near me, before the village of Boededoe, two Portu- 
guefe lhips or barks, one of which departed before us, but the ‘other was obliged to 
ftay a month or two after me, in order to get in his debts ; which coming in very flow !y, 
the captain refolved to caufe a FiadGr, that was his greateft debtor, to be arretted in 
hjs fhip ; but when he attempted it, the other refined, and endeavoured to efcape : 
and during the feuffle with thefailors, the pilot caught hold of his chain of coral, broke 
it in pieces and threw it overboard ; which fo difpirited the Fiador, that he let go his 
hold and furrendered himfelf immediately. But fome time after, finding the pilot 
afleep, and having gotten a blunderbufs, he Ihot him through the head ; and thus 
obliged him to exchange his natural for a more lafting ileep, with which the Negro was 
not yet fatisfied, but afterwards wounded the dead body in feveral places, and then 
threw away his knife, adding, that he had now taken his revenge, and that it was per- 
fectly indifferent to him what they did to him : “ For,” continues he, “ when my 
coral was thrown overboard, I was a dead man ; and at prefent I am in the fame con- 
dition.” The Portuguefe did not venture to punifli him, but delivered him to the 
governor of the place, who difpatched him to the King ; and the bark departing. His 
Majefty committed him to clofe prifon, in order to punifli him very feverely in the pre- 
fence of the n ret Portuguefe that fbould come thither. This very year I faw the 
Negro ; and juft upon my departure, two Portuguefe ftups came with orders to demand 
juftice for their murdered pilot ; ’ how they fucceeded I cannot fay, becaufe I left that 
place i mmedia tely after ; but that it coft the Negro his life is undeniable. _ 

The King keeps thefe corals in his own poffelfion, and the -counterfeiting, or having 
- any of them in poffelfion without his grant, is puniflied with death. They are made 
of a fort of pale red coctile earth or ftone, and very well glazed, and are very like 
fpeckled red marble. 

From the laft relation it is eafy to infer, that the Fiadors are the third rank or ftate 
of this country ; for no perfoa is permitted to wear this coral, unlefs honoured by the 
TTing with fome poll j fince, as I have already told you, they can have it only from 
the King. 

Befides the Fiadors, under the fame rank are alfo reckoned the hlercadors, or mer- 
chants ; Fulladors, or interceffors ; the Veilles, or elders j all which are diftinguiflied 
by the above-mentioned mark of honour. 

And befides thefe three, I know of no other offices or dignities ; wherefore the com- 
monalty t akp place next ; very few of which are laborious or induftrious, unlefs it be 
thofe who are wretchedly poor : the others laying the whole burthen of their work on 
their wives and flaves, whether it be tilling the ground, fpinning of cotton, weaving of 
doaths, or any other handicraft ; whilft they, if they have but the leaf! ftock, apply 
themfelves to merchandize alone. Here are very few manual arts, befides weaving, 
practifed or underftood. The chief workmen here are either fmiths, carpenters or 
leather-dreffers ; but all their workmanfliip is fo very clumfy, that a boy that has been 
but one month learning in Europe would out-do them. 

The inhabitants of this country, if poffeffed of any riches, eat and drink very well } 
that is to fay, of the beft. The common diet of the rich is beef, mutton or chickens,; 
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and Jammes for their bread, which, after they have boiled, they beat very fine, in order 
to make cakes of it. They frequently treat one another, and impart a portion of their 
fuperfiuity to the necefiitous. 

The meaner fort content themfelves with fmoked er dried fifh ; which, if halted, is 
rery like what we in Europe call Raf and Reekel, Their bread is alfo Jammes, bana- 
nas" and beans; they drink water, and Pardon-wine, which is none of the belt. The 
richer fort drink water and brandy, when they can get it. 

The King, the great lords, and every governor who is but indifferently rich, fubfiit 
feveral poor at their place of refidence on their charity, employing thole who are fit 
for any work, in order to help them to a maintenance ; and the reft they keep for 
God’s" fake, and to obtain the character of being charitable ; fo that here are no beg- 
gars. And this neceffary care fucceeds fo well, that we do not fee many remarkably 
poor amongft them. 

They are very liberal in all mutual prefents of all forts of goods, and they give the 
Europeans prodigious quantities of refrefhing provisions, and more than they really 
want ; nay, fome in this particular give beyond their ability, only in order to acquire 
a good reputation amongft ftrangers. 

The habit of the Negroes here is neat, ornamental, and much more magnificent 
than that of the Negroes of the Gold Coaft. The rich amongft them wear firft a white 
calico or cotton doth about one yard long, and half fo broad, which ferves them as 
drawers ; over that they wear a finer white cotton drefs, that is commonly about fix- 
teen or twenty yards long, which they very ornamentally plait in the middle, calling 
over it a fcarf of about a yard long and two fpans broad, the end of which is adorned with 
fringe or lace, which is fomewhat like the female Negroes on the Gold Coaft : the upper 
part of their body is moftly naked. Thefe are the cloaths in which they appear abroad ; 
but at home they wear only a coarfe Paan inftead of drawers, covered with a great 
painted cloth woven here, which they wear like a cloak. The mean fort go thus 
cloathed, but the fluff they wear is much coarfer ; and as to fine or coarfe, each per- 
fon is governed by his circumftances. 

The wives of the great lords wear calico Paans woven in this country, which are 
very fine, and very beautifully chequered with feveral colours. Thefe Paans or cloaths 
are not very long, and are buckled together like thofe which are worn at Fida, but 
with this difference, that as the Fidafe Paan is open before, this on the contrary isopen 
behind, or on one fide, and covered before. The upper part of their body is covered 
with a beautiful cloth of about a yard long, inftead of a veil, like that which the women 
wear on the Gold Coaft. Their necks are adorned with necklaces of coral, very agree- 
ably difpofed or plaited. Their arms are dreffed up with bright copper or iron arm- 
rings ; as are alfo the legs of fome of them, and their fingers are as thickly crouded 
with copper rings as they can poflibly wear them. Thus fet out, fir, they look pretty 
tolerable, and may pafs for fuch for want of better. 3 

. The meaner fort of women as well as the men of the fame condition, differ from the 
rich only in the goodnefs' of their cloaths. 

Almofl all the children go naked ; the boys till they are ten or twelve years old 
mid the girls till nature difcovers their maturity ; till then they wear nothing but fome 
firings of coral twitted about their middles, which is not fufficient to hide their nudities. 
. T“ e mea do not curl or adorn their hair, but content themfelves with letting it grow 
m its natural pofture, except buckling it in two or three places in order to hang a great 
coral to it. But the women’s hair is very artificially turned up into greaUand Snail 
buckles, and divided on the crown of the head, like a cock’s comb inverted ; by which 
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means the fmall curls are placed in exact order. Some divide their hair into twenty or 
more plaits or curls, according as it happens to be either thick or thin. Some c:l it 
with the oil which they roafl out of the kernels of oil-nuts, by which means it lofts its 
black colour, and in procefs of time, turns to a fort of green cr yellow, that they are 
very fond of ; notwithftanding which, in my opinion, it looks hideouily. 

The men here marry as many women as their circumilances will allow them to 
keep. They have fcarcely any, or at moll very few marriage ceremonies among!! eithei 
poor or rich ; except only that one treats the bride’s friends more fplendidiy than the 
other. Their marriages are commonly made in the following manner : if a man like 
a virgin, he difcovers his paffion to one of the moll coniiderable amongit fcis relations, 
who repairs to her houfe, and alks her of her relations, who, if fhe is not before pre- 
mifed, feldom deny his requell ; the confent then of the relations or parents thus ob- 
tained, the match goes on, and the bridegroom cloaths his future bride with a rich fair 
of cloaths, necklaces, and bracelets ; and after having handfomely treated the relations 
on both lides, the wedding is ended without any farther ceremony. The treat I now 
fpeak of, is not performed at the houfe of the bridegroom, or indeed any other, but 
the vidtuals and drink are dreffed and prepared, and each hath his part fent home. 

The Negroes are very jealous of their wives with their own countrymen, but not in. 
the leall with refpect to us ; for they are very little concerned at our converling with 
their wives, whether we rally, fit, or lie by them, provided we keep within the 
bounds of modelty; nay, they have entertained fo good an opinion of us, that when 
we vifit them, if their affairs call them away, they not only leave us alone with, but 
recommend us to their wives for diverlion, whilll they are out ; but no male Negro is 
allowed to come near the women’s apartment, which is a cuftom very flriclly obferved 
by them. 

’ All the difference betwixt the wives of the great and thofe of the meaner fort is, that 
the latter go every where, where their work obliges them ; but the former are almolt 
always Ihut up very clofe, to obviate all occafions of tranfgreflion. 

If a man be in his own houfe, accompanied by fome of his wives, and receives a 
vifit from any of his acquaintance, the wives immediately retire to another part of the 
houfe, that they may not be feen ; but if the vifitants are Europeans, they continue 
with their hulbands, by reafon it is their delire, whom they ufe all arts to pleafe, be- 
caufe their happinefs depends on them, for the men are here abfolute mailers of their 
wives. 

Adultery is here punilhed three feveral ways : firft, amongll the commonalty, in die 
following m?Tmpr : if any of them is fufpicious of the levity of any of his wives, he 
tries all pollible means to furprife her in the feet, without which he cannot punith her ; 
but if he fucceeds in his endeavours, he is thereby lawfully entitled to all the effects of 
her paramour, whether conlifting in Haves, Boefies (their money), elephants’ teeth, 
or any other mercantile commodity ; all which he may immediately feize and perfectly 
ufe, occupy, and enjoy as his own. The offending wife is punilhed very heartily with 
a cudgel, and driven out of his houfe to feek her fortune ; but no perfon being very 
fond of marrying her after this, fee retires to another place, where fee pafies for a 
widow, by way of aiming at another hulband ; or elfe ftrives to fubfilt herfelf by a trade 
not very difficult (for her at leall) to learn. 

Thus far extends the poor man’s fetisfection ; the rich revenge themfelves much the 
fame way ; but the woman’s relations, to avoid the fcandal which might thereby accrue 
to their family, reconcile the offended hufeand with a good fum of money, and thereby 
prevail upon him to admit her to grace, which they generally do ; and then the feus 
r atoned 
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atoned adultrefs paffes for as virtuous a 'woman as before her crime, and is alfo for 
the future treated with all matrimonial endearments in her turn, as well as his other 
wives. 

The governors punilh adulterers more feverelv ; for if they furprife any debauching 
their wives, they till both them and their paramours on the very fpot where they com- 
mitted the crime, and throw their dead bodies on the dunghill, to be expofed as a prey 
to wild beads. 

Thefe fevere punifhments of adultery aiuongft all ranks of people deter men from 
meddling with other’s wives fo much, that this crime is very feldom committed here. 

The Negroes are very libidinous, which they afcribe to their pardon-wine and good 
eating. 

The pregnant wife is not allowed even the matrimonial careffes of her hiifband, till 
fhe is delivered ; after which, if a male infant, it is" prefented to the King, as properly 
and of right belonging to him ; and hence all the males of the land are called the 
King’s ilaves ; but the females belong to the father, and live with him, according to 
his -pleafure, till they are of age; after which he marries them, when and to whom 
he pleafes. 

Eight or fourteen days, or fometimes longer, after the birth of their children, both 
males and females are circumcifed ; the former are hereby bereft of their prepuce, and 
■ the latter of a fmall portion of their Clitoris : befides which, they make fmall incifions 
all over the bodies of the infants, in a fort of regular manner, expreffing fome figures 
thereby ; but the females are more adorned with thefe ornaments than the males, and 
each at pleafure of their parents. 

You may eafily guefe that this mangling the bodies of thefe tender creatures mull be 
very painful ; but fince it is the fafliion here, and is thought very ornamental, it is 
pradtifed by every-body. 

When the child is feven days old, the parents make a fmall feaft, imagining that the 
infant is paft its greateft dangers ; and in order to prevent the evil fpirils from doing it 
any mifchief, they ftrew all the ways with dreffed victuals to appeafe them. 

If a woman bear two children at a birth, it is believed to be a good omen, and the 
King is immediately informed thereof, who caufes public joy to be expreffed with all 
forts of their mufic. The father, imagining it too heavy a talk for the woman to 
fuckle both the children, fearches out a wet-nurfe, whofe child is dead, whom he per- 
fuades, by the force of money or good words, to nurfe one of his children. 

In ill parts of the Benin territories, twin-births are efteemed good omens, except at 
Arebo, where they are of the contrary opinion, and treat the twin-bearing women very 
barbaroufly, for they actually kill both mother and infants, and facrifice them to a 
certain devil, which they fondly imagine harbours in a wood near the village. But if 
tjie man happens to be more than ordinarily tender, he generally buys off his wife, by 
fecrificing a female-Uave in her place ; but the children are, without poffibility of re- 
demption, obliged to be made the fatisfactory offerings which this favage law requires. 

In the year 2699, a merchant’s wife, commonly called lllaroe or Mof, lay in of 
two children, and her hufband redeemed her with a Have, but facrificed his children. 
After which, I had -frequent opportunities of feeing and talking with the difconfolate 
mother, who never could fee an infant without a very melancholy reflexion on the - 
fete of her own, which always extorted briny tears from her. 

_The following year, the like event happened to a priefTs wife: fhe was delivered 
of two children, -which, with a Have inftead of his wife, he was obliged to kill and 
fecnnce with his own hands, by reafbn of his facerdotal function ; and exadtly one year 
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after, as though it had been a punilhment inflicted from heaven, {he fame woman 
was, the fecond time, delivered of two children j but how the pried: managed hinifeif 
on this occafion, I have not been informed, but am apt to think that this poor woman 
was forced to atone her fertility by death. 

Thefe difmal events have, in procefs of time, made fuch impreiiicns on the men, 
that when the time of their wives* delivery approaches, they fend them to another 
country ; which makes me believe, that for the future, they will correct thefe inhu- 
manities. 

The wood before-mentioned, in which the devil is fuppofed to lurk, is by them 
efteemed fo facred, that they never permit a foreign Negro, or any of his wives, to 
enter it. If any perfon accidentally happen on a path which leads to this wood, he is 
obliged to go to the end of it, without returning before he comes there : and they are 
firmly perfuaded, that if this law be violated, or that of oxtering the children and 
mother, or at leaft a female-flave in her place, the land will be infefted with fome fevere 
plague. Notwithftanding ail which, I have frequently gone a (hooting in this wood, 
and to ridicule their credulity, defignedly turned before I had gone half to the end of 
the path ; by which means I not a little daggered the faith of fome who law that my 
boldnefs was not attended with any ill confequences. But the roguiih priefts were 
immediately ready at hand, with an exception, which was, that I being a white man, 
their god, or rather devil, did not trouble his head with me j but if a Negro (bould 
prefunie to do fo, the danger would foon appear. 

The multiplication of mankind goes forward very fuccefsfully here : which is not 
very hard to believe, fince the women are not barren, ar.d the men vigorous ; b slides 
which, they have the advantage of a choice cut of their great number of wives ; of 
which, for their encouragement, the fruitful w'oman is highly valued, whilft the barren 

is defpifed. . 

Menftruous women are here deemed fo unclean, that t^e y are not permittee uO much 
as to enter their hufbands’ houfes, or to touch any thing either to drefs the deraeftic 
diet or clean the.houfe, or indeed on any other account ; nor are_ they permitted fo 
much as to look into, much lefs enter feveral houfes, but during this natural unclean- 
nefs, are obliged to refide in a feparate houfe, though, as foon as that is over and they 
have w afli ed themfelves, they are reftored to their former (late. If they are afted who 
firft taught them circumcifion, and to believe menftruous women unclean ; they reply 
that they do not themfelves know, but that thofe cuftoms are traditionally handed to 
them by their anceftors : and this is the common anfwer of all the Blacks. 

The Negroes of this country do not feem fo much afraid of death as in other lands. 
They are not uneafy at the naming of it, and afcribe the length or brevity of life to 
their gods. Notwithftanding which they are very zealous in the ufe of thofe means 
which are thought proper for the prolongation of life : for if they fall fick, the firft: 
refuge is the prieft, who here, as well as on the Gold Coaft, adds the doctor.^ He- 
firft adminifters green herbs ; which proving ineffectual, he hath recourfe to fecrifices. 
If the patient recovers, the prieft is very much efteemed ; but if not, he is diumlied, 
and another from whom better fuccefs is expected, is called in. 

If thefe facerdotal doctors happen to cure the patient, they are very much reve- 
renced * but the Tick perfon is no fooner perfectly recovered, than they are difcharged 
without any refpect : fo that if the priefts here have no other dependance, they are gene-, 
rally poor *, becaufe each particular perfon offers his own fecrifices, and performs the 
fervice of his idols without giving them any manner of trouble. 
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When any perfon dies, the corpfe is wafhed and cleanfed ; and if a native of the city 
of Benin happens to die at a very diftant place, the body is perfectly dried up over a 
gentle fire, and put into a coffin whofe planks are clofely joined with glue, and brought 
with the firft opportunity to the mentioned city in order to be buried. But fomerimes 
a convenient conveyance does not offer itfelf in feveral years j wherefore the dead corpfe 
is thus long kept above ground, as I have feen feveral in my time at Arebo. 

The neareft relations, wives, and flaves go into mourning on account of the dead 
perfon : fome fhave their hair, others their beards, or half their heads, &c. The public 
mourning commonly lafts fourteen days. Their lamentations and cries are accommodated 
to the tunes of feveral mufical inftruments, though with large intermediate flops ; dur- 
ing which they drink very plentifully. And when the funeral is over each perfon re- 
tires to his own houfe, and the neareft relations which continue in mourning, bewail the 
dead in this manner for feveral months. 

The right of inheritance devolves in the following manner: — When any perfon of 
condition dies, the eldeft fon is foie heir, but is obliged to prefent a Have by way of 
heriot to the King, and another to the three great lords, with a petition that he may 
fucceed hrS"father in the fame quality ; which the King accordingly grants, and he is 
declared the lawful heir of all his father hath left behind him. He beftows no more 
on his younger brothers than what out of his bounty he pleafes : but if his mother be 
alive, he allows her a creditable maintenance proportioned to her condition, and 
allows her befides to keep whatever fhe hath gotten from his father. His father’s other 
widows, efpecially thofe which have not had any children, the fon takes home if he 
' likes them, and ufes as his own ; hut thofe which he doth not like, he alfo takes them 
home with their children, and fets them to work in order to fubfift them the more 
creditably ; but entertains no matrimonial converfation with them. Of this laft fort, 
here are as great numbers as of proftitutes in other countries. If the deceafed leaves 
no children, the brother inherits his effedls ; and in cafe of deficiency of fuch heir, the 
next akin. But if no lawful heir appears, the King inherits. 

The government of this country is principally veiled in the King and the three men- 
tioned great lords : the firft is nominal governor, and the laft are really fo. Each pro- 
vince hath its particular governor, all which depend on thefe three chief fp rings, without 
whofe confent they dare not act. 

The crimes here committed are punifhed in the following manner : — Thievery is not 
rife here, thefe Negroes not being of the fame pilfering nature as at other places ; 
however, if the thief is taken in the fa£t, he is obliged to reftitution of the ftolen 
goods, and befides punifhed by a pecuniary multit ; but if he is poor, after reftitution 
of the ftolen goods, if in his power, he is very well beaten. But if the robbery be 
done upon any of the government, it is punifhed with death : in the mean-time as I 
have already hinted, this crime fo feldorn occurs, that examples are very rare. Murder 
is a crime that happens here yet more feldom than the former. Whoever kills a 
•man is punifhed with death ; but if the murtherer happen to be the King’s fon, or fome 
other confiderable perfon, he is banifhed to the utmoft borders of the King’s territories 
to which he is conveyed under a very ftrong guard 5 but none of thefe banifhed per- 
sons being ever heard of, the Negroes take it for granted, that their guard conduft 
Jthem to the Elyfian fields. If any perfon with his fill, or otherwife accidentally and 
undefignedly, kill another, and the dead perfon did not bleed, and his death doth not 
•feem violent ; the offender may then puichafe his life, by firft burying the dead cre- 
ditably at his own charges, and afterwards producing a Have to fuffer in his Head. 
This Have doomed to a reconciling offering, he is obliged to .touch on his knees with 
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his forehead as he is killed, after which he is obliged to pay a large fum to the great 
• lords ; and this performed, he obtains his freedom ; and the friends of the deceafed are 
obliged to reft fatisfied with this. 

I have already informed you of the punifhment of adultery ; whatever other crimes 
are committed, they are atoneable with money : and the fine is proportioned to the 
offence. And he that hath no money, muft fatisfy the fine by a corporal punifhmeBt ; 
fo that where effects are deficient, the body muft make good the fine. 

In cafe of accufations which are not clearly proved, the accufed is obliged to purge 
himfelf by trial, which is practifed five feveral ways, four of which take place in flight 
offences and civil caufes, and the fifth in capital and high crimes, as high treafon, or 
all crimes of fo deep a dye : this Iaft trial is only allowed to be taken by confiderable 
perfons, and that too by the King’s efpecial order. 

The firft fort of purgation is managed in the following manner : — The accufed are 
carried to the prieft, who greafes a cock’s feather, and therewith pierces the tongue 
of the accufed ; if it paffes eafily through, it is a fign the man is innocent, and the 
wound made by the quill will foon clofe and heal up without any pain : but, on the 
other fide, if he is guilty, the quill remains flicking in his tongue, and he is accord- 
ingly pronounced guilty. 

The fecond trial of innocence is practifed in the following manner : — The prieft 
takes an oblong clot of earth, in which he fticks feven or nine cock’s quills, which 
the fufpe&ed perfon is obliged to draw out fucceffively ; and if they come out eafily, 
it is a fign of innocence j but if not, the prifoner is convicted of die crimes allcdged 
againft Mm. 

The third proof is made by fpurting a certain juice of green herbs into the eyes of 
the accufed perfon ; which, ir it happen to do him no hurt, he is thought innocent ; 
but if his eyes become thereby red and inflamed, he is obliged to pay the fine laid 
on him. 

For the fourth trial the prieft ftrokes the prifoner three times over the tongue with 
a red-hot copper arm-ring, and from his bring hurt or not hurt thereby, they pronounce 
judgment. 

I have feen all thefe four trials made ; but all the accufed were declared guilty, and 
not without reafon ; for it would he ftrange indeed, if red-hot copper fhould not bum 
the tongue. The fifth and laft proof, which doth not happen once in twenty years, I 
never law, and confequently have it only by hear-fay. 

If any perfon is accufed of a very great crime, or which he is defirous to clear him- 
felf by oath, the King’s leave bring firft alked and obtained, the accufer is brought to 
a certain river, to which is afcribed the ftrange quality of gently wafting every innocent 
perfon pl ung ed therein to land, though never fo unfkilled in the art offwimming; 
and cat the other fide to fink the guilty to the bottom, though never fo good fwimmers ; 
by which inpans, if he endeavours to help himfelf out, it would be in vain, and only 
render his the more painful The water (being very calm), immediately upon a 
guilty perfon’s bring thrown in, grows and continues as turbulent as a whirl-pool, till 
the criminal is gotten to the bottom, when, as though perfe&ly fatisfied, it returns to 
its former tranquillity. What think you, fir, fhould you rely on this weak proof? I 
believe not; for nay part I fhould not; for I fhould, though never fo innocent, be 
very much afraid, if not a fkilful fwimmer, that my innocence would not fave me from, 
irrecoverably finking to the bottom ; and I believe them are feveral of my mind. 

The fines charged on thefe crimes are divided as follows ; — Firft, the perfon ^injured 
by thievery, or any other crime, is fatisfied out of it ; then the governor hath his part 5 
von, xvi, 3 v and 
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and I aft of all the before-mentioned great lords have alfo their fhare : for the King, 
whofe ear it never reaches, hath no part thereof. If the three lords are contented with * 
what is fent them, it is well ; hut they frequently fend them back to the governors or 
viceroys, and in the King’s name inform them, that the fines are too fmall, and con- 
fequently that they have not deported themfelves in that affair according to their duty, 
giving them alfo to underftand what they ought to have done. Thofe to whom thefe 
orders are fent, though they very well know that the King never intermeddles in thefe 
affairs, but that it is only the pleafureiof the lords, are notwithftanding obliged to a 
ftrifl obedience, and generally fend double the fum they require, otherwife the lords 
would not fail to take an opportunity of revenging their contempt by fome ill office 
or other. 

Before I fpeak of their religion, I {hall employ a few lines in the defcription of their 
mufical inftruments, which chiefly conlift in large and fmall drums, not very different 
from thofe of the Gold Coaft. They are fhaped like them, covered with leather or 
lkins, and beaten in the fame manner as they are. Befides thefe drums, they have a 
fort of iron bells on which they play, alfo Callebaffes hung round with Boefies, which 
ferve them inftead of Caftagnettes ; all which together, afford a very difagreeable and 
jarring found. 

Befides thefe, they have alfo an inftrument which will needs be called a harp ; it is 
ftrung with fix or feven extended reeds, upon which they play very artfully, and fing 
fo finely, and dance fo juftly to the tune, that it is very agreeably diverting to fee it. 
Thefe are indeed the beft dancers I ever faw amongft the Negroes. The natives of 
Axim, in their annual feaft, when they drive out the devil, have much fuch a danc e, 
though neither fo fine, nor near fo diverting as this. 

The natives here are" not at all addicted to gaming. Here are no other games than 
thofe played with beans, and that only for diverfion and paftime ; but never for money. 

Their religion is fo abfurdand perplexed, that I fcarce know howto defcribe it; but 
however, to begin as well as I can. 

They profefs to worfhip both gods and devils, in human and brutal images, fome 
of which are elephants’ teeth, claws, dead men’s heads, and fkeletons, &c. Alfo they 
take every things winch feems extraordinary in nature for a god, and mak-p offerings to 
him ; and each is his own prieft, in order to worfhip his gods in what manrpr pleafes 
-him beft. 

It is really the more to be lamented, that the Negroes idolize fuch worthlefs nothings, 
by reafon that feveral amongft them have no very unjuft idea of the deity; for they 
afcribe to God the attributes of omniprefence, omnipotence, omnifcience and invifi- 
bility ; befides. which, fi% believe that he governs all things by his providence. By 
reafon God. is invisible, they fay, it would be abfurd to make any corporeal reprefen- 
tations of him, for it is impoffible to make any image of what we never faw : wherefore 
they have fuch multitudes of images of their idol gods, which they take to be fubordi- 
nate deifies to the Supreme God, without confidering what fort of trifles they are, and 
only believe there are mediators betwixt God and men, which they take to be their 
idols. They know enough of the devil to call all that is ill by that name, and believe 
themfelves obliged to worfhip and ferve him, to prevent his mifchieving them. The 
devil is not reprefented by any particular image, or diftinguiflied from their idols any 
otherwife than in their intention only ; for, to the very fame image they one time make 
offerings to^ God, and at another, to the devil ; fo that one image ferves them in the 
two capacities of god and devil. 

They 
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They talk very much concerning the apparition of the ghofts of their deceafsd an- 
ceftors or relations, -which yet happens only to them in their deep, when they come and 
warn them to make this or that offering ; which, as Soon as day approaches, they 
immediately do ; if they are unable, they will, rather than fail in this duty, borrow of 
others ; for they imagine that the neglect hereof would draw on them force heavy 
affliction. If any perfon in raillery tells them they are only idle imaginations, and dreams, 
thefe will agree with them ; but add, it is a cuftom of our forefathers which we are 
obliged to follow. No other anfwer is to be obtained from them. 

Their daily offerings are not cf great value, confiding only of a few coiled famines 
mixed with oil, which they lay before the images of their gods. Sometimes they offer 
a cock ; but then the idol hath, only the blood, becaufe they like the £e£h very well, 
themfelves. 

The great men make annual facrifices, which are performed in great date, and prove 
very expenfive ; not only by reafon of their killing great multitudes of cows, ffleep, 
and all forts of cattle, but becaufe that, befides, they give a folemn fead, making their 
friends very merry forfeveral days fucceflivelv, and withal make them prefents. 

The feat of biffs or torment in the future life, they imagine to be the fea. They 
call the ftiadow of a man, Paffadoor, or conductor ; which they believe fhall telTiry 
whether he hath lived well or ill ; if well, he is raided to great dignity in the mentioned 
place ; but if ill, he is to perifh with hunger and poverty ; ib that they fend the happy 
and the damned to the fame place. 

Their falfe gods, or the trafh which reprefents them, arefpreadall over their houfes, 
and no place is free from them. Beddes which, there are alfo feveral fmall huts erected 
without the houfe, which are likewife filled with them, and whither they fometimes go 
tofacrifice. 

To conclude their ridiculous religion, I fhall add a fmall account cf their feftivals, 
of which they have fo many, and different ones, that they ought not to give place to 
the Romanifts. Their great feaft, called the Coral-feaft, happens in May, at which 
the King himfelf is prefent. The celebration of this pompous feftival, I this year faw 
at Benin. But of this more at large in the defcription of that city. 

Their Sabbath happens every fifth-day, which is' very folemnly ohferved by the great 
with the flaughter of cows, fheep, and goats ; whilft the commonalty kill dogs, cats, 
and chickens, or whatever their money will reach to. And of whatever is killed, 
large portions are diftributed to the neceffitous, in order to enable them, as every per- 
fon is obliged, to- celebrate this feftival, 

One day in the year they alfo very expenfively celebrate the deceafe of their anceftors 
or relations, in order to keep up the remembrance of them. 

They divide time into years, months, weeks, and days ; each of which is diftinguifhed 
by a particular name, and they reckon fourteen months to a year. . 

Believing that I have faid enough of their idolatrous worfhip, it is time to vary the 
fubjed. I cann ot fay much of their wars; for notwithstanding that they are con- 
tinually fallen on by the pirates or robbers, and their neighbours not Subject to the 
King of Benin, they yet are ignorant of the art of war ; for, being by neceffity drawn. 
into°the field, their condud is fo veiy confufed, that they themfelves are afhamed of. 
it. They have no officers or commanders, and each man takes his own courfe, with- 
out regarding his neighbour. They are fo very cowardly, that nothing but the utmoft 
neceffity can oblige them to fight ; and even then they had much rather fuffer the great- 
eft Ioffes than defend themfelves : when their flight is prevented, they return upon the 

3 t a enemy, 
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enemy, but with fo little courage or conduit, that they foon fling down their arms, 
and either ran away or furrender themfelves. 

Their weapons are cutlafles or hangers, fmall poniards, Affaguays, together with 
bows and arrows, the latter of which are poifoned. They have alfo Ihields, but fo 
light, and made of finall bamboos, that they cannot ward off any thing that is forcible 5 
wherefore they are rather ornamental, than really ferve for defence. 

It is now time to treat of the animals of this country. Here is no want of tame 
beafts, fuch as horfes, cows, Iheep, dogs, cats, befides poultry, &c. all which are 
equally good and cheap. The cattle here, though very fmall, are yet very good, efpe- 
cially thofe parts of them that are eatable with us, which are of a good tafte. As for 
the remainder, the dogs and cats, the Negroes evince this truth alfo, for they eat them 
rather than any other beaft. 

Wild beafts, as well voracious as others, are here alfo in great abundance. Among 
the fierce kind are reckoned the elephants, and then the lions and tigers. This country 
is prodigioufly full of the firft fort ; but I am not very fond of believing there are many 
lions or tigers, by reafon I have never yet feen one of them, or indeed fo much as one 
of their fkms ; which may neverthelefs proceed from the great cowardice ©f the Negroes, 
who dare not venture on hunting them, and confequently have none of their hides. 

Wild dogs or jackals are reported to be very numerous here ; they alfo tell us here 
are monkeys or baboons, which are extraordinarily large, and will attack a body of 
men that is not too numerous for them. 

Here, as well as on the Gold Coaft, are all forts of apes, befides eatable wild beafts, 
which are here fo abundant, that a good marklman might live on the fport alone’ 
Their quadrupeds confift of feveral forts of harts, wild hogs, and others. 

Amongft their feathered kind, the principal are pheafants, partridges, both green 
and blue, turtle and ring-doves, ducks, crooked-bills, fiiipes, divers, water-hens, and 
a fort of crown-birds. But by reafon the Negroes neither very much love, nor are 
expert in the ufe of fire-arms, feldom any wild beafts or fowl come to banrt J except 
they happen to catch them in a net. They fometimes kill harts and wild fwine with 
their Affaguays, but very feldom ; and whenever it happens, it is looked upon as fome- 
thing rare. 

The river, upwards, is not well ftored with fifh ; all that they eat here, coming from 
a place called Boca de la Mare, or the mouth of the fea, where they are dried and 
fmoked, but raoft of it not being falted, taftes very ill, and ftinks abominably. 

The fruits of the earth are, firft, com, or great Milhio ; for they have none of the 
fmall fort. The large _ Milhio is help cheap, but they do not efteem it; wherefore 
but little is flowed, which yet yields a prodigious quantity of gram, and grows verv 
luxuriantly. J 

They fometimes employ the Ardra women to brew beer with this Milhio but it 
proves diiagreeable and hot. 3 

Here .are not many potatoes, but a prodigious abundant plenty of Jammes, which is 
alfo their molt ready diet. They eat them with all fort of eatables mftpH of bread * 
whaefore they are very careful that this fruit be planted and gathered in its proper 


Here are two forts of beans, both which are very like horfe-beans ; they are of a hot 
difagreeable tafte and uawholfome. 1 

Inever faw any rice here, nor do I believe any grows in Benin, though the morally 
land near the nver teems very proper for it. 1 


The 



BOSNIAN’S GU IKEA. 


533 

The arboriferous fruits of Benin'are two forts of cocoa-nuts, Cormantyn apples, Pa- 

quovens, bananas, wild figs and fome others, which are onlv known here, and are not 
extraordinary. 

The foil, a little diftant from the river, is extraordinarily fruitful ; and whatever fa 
planted or fowed there, grows very well, and yields a rich crop. But clofe by the river 
the land is not good; for though what is Town comes up, yet the contagious damps of 
the river kill it. r 

The inhabitants are very well {killed in making feveral forts of dyes, as green, blue 
black, red, and yellow. The blue they prepare from indigo, which grows here abun- 
dantly ; but the remaining colours are extracted from certain trees by friction and 
decoftion. 

The Negroes here make foap, which is better than any all over Guinea ; and by rea- 
fon this wafhes very well, the Negroes’ cloaths are very clean. You know it fa ‘mafe 
upon the Gold Coaft with palm oil, banana leaves and the alhes of a fort of wood. 
The maimer of making it here differs very little. That a prodigious quantity of cotton- 
trees mult needs grow here, you may reafonably conjecture, when I tell you, that not 
only all the inhabitants are clothed with it, but they annually export thoufands of wo- 
ven cloaths to other places. 

Thus far have I anfwered you on the heads which you propofed concerning Bpnin^ 
fo that I have only two remaining particulars, which are concerning the King’s revenue, 
and whether any tolls are levied here. As for the firft ; the King hath a very rich 
income, for his territories are very large and full of governors, and each knows how 
many bags of Boefies (the money of this country) he muff annually raife to the King, 
which amounts to a vaft fum, which it is impoffible to make any calculation of. Others 
of a meaner rank than the former, inftead of money, deliver to the King, bulls, cows, 
fheep, chickens, Jammes and cloaths, in fhort, whatever he wants for his houfe-keep- 
ing ; fo that he is not obliged to one farthing expence on that account, and confequently 
he lays up his whole pecuniary revenue untouched. 

Duties or tolls on imported and exported wares are not paid here ; but every one 
pays a certain fum annually to the governor of the place where he lives, for the liberty 
of trading. The viceroy fends part of it to the Kang ; fo that his revenue being deter- 
mined and fettled, he can eafily compute what he hath to expect annually. 

The Europeans are here extraordinarily civilly treated ; for the cuftoms which we 
are obliged to pay for every fliip to the King, the great lords, the governors of the place 
where we trade, the Mercadors and Fiadors, or whatever perfons elfe who have any 
demand upon us, do not ’amount to above fix pounds flerling, for which we become 
entirely free to trade. 

You alfo defired, that when an opportunity offered to get to the city of Benin, I 
Ihould give you a particular defcription of it. 1 have now twice fucceffively had the 
happineft to fee that city, which I {hall reprefent to you in its prefent ftate; whence you 
may judge how far what Dr. Dapper hath faid of it agrees with truth. 

The village of Benin, for it at prefent fcarcely deferves the name of a city, is the refi- 
dence of the great King of Benin, whence the whole land and river alfo borrow their 
name. It is fituate about ten miles landwards in from the village of Agatton. The 
neighbouring country is flat, as is the village itfelf, which is at leaft about four miles 
large. The ftreets are prodigioufly long and broad, in which continual markpts are' 
kept, either ofkine, cotton, elephants’ teeth, European wares, or in lhort whatever fa 
to be come at in this country. Thefe markets are kept in the fore and afternoon pg cb 
day. 

Formerly 
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Formerly this village was very thickly and clofely built, and, in a manner, overcharged 
with inhabitants, which is yet vifible from the ruins of half remaining houfes ; but at 
prefent the houfes Hand Eke poor men’s corn, widely diftant from each other. The 
houfes are large and handfotne, with clay walls, for here is not a done in the whole 
country fo big as a man’s fifl. They are covered at the top with reeds, draw or leaves. 
The architecture is paffable, confidering it in comparifon with Negro buildings, and is 
very Eke the Axim way of building. The inhabitants of this village are all natives, for 
foreigners are not permitted to live here. 

There are feveral very rich men who live here, and attend continually at court, not 
troubling themfelves with either trade or agriculture, or any thing elfe, but leaving all 
their affairs to their wives and flaves, who go to all the circumjacent villages to trade 
in all forts of merchandizes, or otherwife ferve for daily wages, and are obliged to bring 
the greateft part of their gain in trade or hire to their mailers. All male flaves here are 
foreigners, for the natives cannot be fold for flaves, but are all free, and alone bear the 
name of the King’s flares: nor is it allowed to export any male flaves that are fold in 
this country, for they mud flay there ; but females may be dealt with at every one’s 
pleafure. 

I have already acquainted you with the employment of the great ; but that of the 
ordinary citizens is to loiter about whole days, till they hear of any Ihips being come 
into the river, upon which they go thither to trade with what goods they have in llore ; 
and if no Ihips come, they fend their flaves to Rio Lagos, or other places, to buy fifli, 
of which they make a very profitable trade farther in-land. 

The handicrafts keep to their work, without troubling themfelves with the court or 
trade. Others employ themfelves in agriculture, or fome fuch thing, in order to get 
their living. - 

The ftreets being fo long and wide, as I have faid, are by the women kept very neat ; 
for here, as well as in Holland, every woman cleans her own door. 

The women here are as much flaves as in any place in this kingdom. They are 
obliged to keep the daily markets, look after their houfe-keeping and children, as well 
as their kitchens, and till the ground ; in fliort, they have fo much employment, that 
they ought not to fit ftill ; notwithftaading which, they difpatch it all very brifldy, and 
with a great deal of pleafure. They behave themfelves very obfigingly to all, but more 
efpecially the Europeans, except the Portuguefe, which they do not Eke very well j but 
our nation is very much in their favour. 

The King’s court, which makes a principal part of the city, muff not be forgotten. 
It is upon a very great plain, about which are no houfes, and hath, befides its wide ex- 
tent, nothing rare. The firft place we come into, is a very long gallery, if it muff have 
that name, which is fuftained by fifty-eight ftrong planks; about twelve foot high, inflead 
of pillars; thefe are neither fawed nor plained, but only hacked out. As foon as we 
are paft this gallery, we come to the mud or earthen wall, which hath three gates, at 
each corner one, and another in the middle ; the laft of which is adorned at the top 
with a wooden turret, like a chimney, about fixty or feventy foot high. At the top of 
all is fixed a large copper fnake, whofe head hangs downward ; this ferpent is very well 
caft.br carved, and is the fineft I have feen in Benin. Entering one of thefe gates, we 
come ialo a plain about a quarter of a mile, almoft fquare, and enclofed with a low 
wall. Bang come to the end of this plain, we meet with fuch another gallery as the 
firft, except that it hath neither wall nor turret. Some time fince, this gallery was half 
thrown down by thunder, fince which no hand hath been laid to it to re-build it. This 
gallery hath a gate at each end, and paffing through one of them, a third gallery offers 

5 itfelf 
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*tfelf to view, differing from the former only in that the planks upon which it refts are 
human figures ; but fo wretchedly carved, that it is hardly pcffible to diflinguifh whe- 
ther they are moft like men or beafts, notwithftanding which, my guides were able to 
diflinguifh them into merchants, foldiers, wild-beaft hunters, Sec. Behind a white car- 
pet we are alfo Ihevra eleven men’s heads caff in copper, by much as good an artift as 
the former carver ; and upon each of thefe is an elephant’s tooth, thefe being fome of the 
King’s gods. Going through a gate of this gallery, we enter another great plain and a 
fourth gallery, beyond which is the King’s dwelling-houfe. Here is another fiiake, as 
upon the firft wall. In the firft apartment, at the entrance of the plain, is the King’s 
audience chamber, where, in prefence of his three great lords, I faw and fpoke with 
him. He was fitting on an ivory couch under a canopy of Indian filk. He was a per- 
fon of an affable mien, and about forty years old. I flood, according to cuftom, about 
thirty paces diftant from him $ but defired, in order to obferve him the better, that I 
might approach nearer to him, which, though unufual, he fmiling granted ; and after 
he had beckoned me, I advanced to within eight or ten paces of him. There was no 
perfon in the hall befides the three mentioned great lords, the King, and a Negro with 
a drawn fword in his hand, that looked as fierce as a cabin fentry. 

Whatever any perfon would fay to the King, mull be firft told to thefe three, who 
then report it to him, and bring his anfwer, going thus continually to and from him, 
without any perfon’s being able to determine whether they faithfully report the meflages 
on either fide. 

•On the King’s left hand, againfl a fine tapeflry, I faw feven white fcoured elephants’ 
teeth on pedeflals of ivory, which is the manner that almofl all the King’s gods are 
• placed within his houfe. I prefented the King with a filk night-gown, with which (as 
I was afterwards told) he was highly pleafed ; but whilft I was with him, I faw no 
marks of his fatisfaction, becaufe it was brought to him covered, and he did not fee 
what it was till after my departure ; for every thing which is brought to the King is in 
like manner covered with mats, and before and behind thefe prefents feveral Negroes 
march provided with white ftaves. All thofe who happen to meet them in this pof- 
ture, immediately make hafte out of the way, otherwife they would be very well beaten. 
This precaution is taken to prevent all opportunity of poifoning the King’s goods, or 
killing him. 

The coral-feaft happened when I was at this great prince’s court ; which, though it 
affords nothing very extraordinary, I fhail yet give you fome defeription of, becaufe. it 
is the only day in the year when the King appears publicly. He came moft magnifi- 
cently dreffed to the fecond plain, where, under a very fine canopy, was placed a feat 
for him ; and there alfo his wives and a great number of his officers of the firft rank, 
all in their richeft dreffes, ranged themfelves around him, and foon after began a pro- 
„ ceffion; after which, the Sling alfo removed from his throne, in order to facrifice to 
the gods in the open air, and thereby begin the feaft ; which afiion is accompanied 
with the univerfal loud acclamations of his people. After paffing about a quarter of 
an hour in this manner, he returned to, and again fat down in. his place, where he ftaid 
two hours, in order to give the remainder of the people time to perform their devo- 
tions ; which done, he returned home. The remainder of the day was fpent in.fplendid 
• treating and feafting, and the King caufed all forts of provifions and pardon-wine to be 
diftributed in comf&on to all, and all the great followed his example ; fo that, on that 
day, nothing is feen throughout the whole city but all poflible marks of rejoicing. 

I was not able to difeover the nature and intent of this coral-feaft, becaufe the Ne* 
groes would not give me any account or explanation of it ; their only anfwer to that 
qneftion, whenever I put it, being, “ We do not know any thing of it.” 
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In the beginning of my defcripdon of this city, I informed you of its mean ftate at 
prelent, and that the greateft part of it lies defolate ; which, indeed, is deplorable, by 
reafon the circumjacent country is as pleaiant as could be wifhed, where no interpofing 
hill or wood rudely interrupts the agreeable profpect of thoufands of charming trees, 
which, by their wide-extended branches full of leaves, feem to invite mankind to re- 
pofe under their {hade. The ruin of this town and the circumjacent land was occa- 
lioned by the Zing’s caufing two kings of the ftreet to be killed, under pretence that 
they had attempted his life, though all the world was fatisfied of the contrary, and 
thoroughly convinced, that their overgrown riches were the true caufe of their death, 
that the Eng might enrich himfelf with their effects, as he did indeed. After this bar- 
barity, the Eng round alfo a third man that flood in his way, who, being univerfally 
beloved, was timely warned of that prince’s intention, and accordingly took his flight, 
accompanied with three-fourths of the inhabitants of the town ; which the King obferv- 
ing, immediately affembled a number of men from the bordering country, and caufed 
the fugitives to be purfued, in order to oblige them to return ; but they were fo warmly 
received by this king of the ftreet and his followers, that they forced them to return 
with bloody nofes, and give their matter an account of their mifadventure. But he 
refolving not to reft there, makes a frefh attempt, which fucceeded no better than the 
former, which was not all ; for the fugitive, thoroughly incenfed and flufhed, came 
dire&ly to the city, which he plundered and pillaged, fparing no place but the King’s 
court ; after which he retired, but inceffantly continued for the fpace of ten years to 
rob the inhabitants of Great Benin, till at laft, by the mediation of the Portuguefe, a 
peace was concluded betwixt him and the Eng, by which he was entirely pardoned all 
that was paft, and eameftly requefted by the Eng to return to his former habitation ; 
however, he would not truft himfelf there, but lives two or three days’ journey from 
Benin, where he keeps as great a court and ftate as the King. 

The returning citizens were affably and amicably received by the King, and preferred 
to honourable offices, in order, by thofe means, to induce the reft to return, which 
probably they will not do, as being very well contented where they are; wherefore, it 
is to be feared, that the greateft part of this town is ftill likely to continue uninhabited. 

This, fir, is all I can fay of Benin : nor can I, at prefent, give you any account of 
Rio de Calbary, becaufe I was not there, by reafon of the great mortality which hap- 
pened amongft our men ; but I hope once in my life to meet with an opportunity of 
going thither. I pafs over Rio de Gabon and ©abo Lopez di Gonfalvez, becaufe you 
yourfelf have been there ; and for the fame reafon, I omit pur arrival on the Gold 
Coaft. 

I have now only to add my wifhes, that thefe obfervatioas may in the leaft contri- 
bute to your faasfadtion, and affure you, that the writer hereof is very ambitious of 
being reckoned amongft your moft humble fervaats, and fhall continue fo whilft 

. David Van Nvdndaei,. 

From on board tne yacht, Johanna Mana, 

Sept, i, 1702. 


A DE. 



bosman’s guinea. 


357 


A DESCRIPTION OF THE TOOTH AND GRAIN COAST, See. 

i 


LETTER XXII. — Tbe Author’s Departure from Ehnina, and Arrival at Arra, which 
be leaves, and fails to Cape Lopez di Gcoifalvez, which he leaves after trading there, 
and fails along the Equinoctial Line ; Arrival at the Upper Coajl about Cabo Monte ; 
tbe Author lands , and is very civilly treated by the Inhabitants : a Defcription of the 
King*s Perfmy his Children, and the Multitude of his Wives. — The hduflry of the 
Inhabitants. — The Vegetables , Cattle, and Fijh of the Country. — They marry as many 
Wives as they pleafe; their Habits, Religion, Wars, and Weapons. — Defcription of 
Cape Monte, and Departure from thence. — His Arrival at Cape Mizurado , and going 
an Shore ; fame Inhabitants of this Place robbed by the Englijh ; the Trade then ; 
a Defcription of the Place, and its Inhabitants ; the Women do all the Work, and the 
Men live idly ; fame Englijh made Prif oners by them ; a very fine River. — His De- 
parture from thence , and Arrival at Rio Junk, before the Town of Corra , where he 
went on Jhore, and what he obferved there ; a Woman delivered of four Children at a 
Birth. — The Author’ s Departure and Arrival at Rio Sefire ; a Defcription of that 
and the Village ; of' the King and bis Subjects; great Plenty of Rice ; their Trade ; 
Manner of burning the dead. — His Departure ; how the Land bears ; Anchoring before 
Sanguin ; Trade with the Natives, as alfo with thofe of Bqffoe and Battewa, who are 
very tbievifh ; tbe Captain of Bottewa comes on board; his Character. — He fails by 
Battewa and Sino ; Arrival at Sejiro Crou, which is a fine Village ; he fails by Wappo 
and Cape Das Palmas , and arrives at Druwin, where he trades ; the Natives have 
very Jharp Teeth , are very favage, and Lovers of human Flejh. — Rio St. And' ess is 
fo wide and deep, that it is navigable with fmall Ships ; the Inhabitants are barbarous, 
but the Country pleafant and fruitful. — The Author’s Departure and dropping Anchor 
before Cape La Hoe , where there is a great Village and River ; the Natives affable and 
very tr affable in Bufmefs . — His Departure and pqffing Jaque La Hoe , and the Bottom- 
lefs Pit ; Arrival at Affine, but failing by it ; Account of tbe French Garriftm there ; 
Sailing by Cape Apolortia ; Arrival at Axim, and Conclufum of the Voyage. 


PURSUANT to your orders, this ferves to furaifh you with an account of our voy- 
age, and the countries where we traded. But mak i n g but a few days’ fray on fbme of 
them, I am not, therefore, fo able to oblige you with a large account of the national 
c on ftitu tio n or manners of the inhabitants, as I coold with I were ; 16 that I can only 
defire you to believe, that if my relation Ms lhort of your expectation, the fault is to 
be charged on want of opportunity to gratify you, but not in the leaft to want of in- 
clination. 

After having our leaves under the falvo of a cheerful glafs, we weighed anchor 
and began our voyage. T wo days after we arrived at Acra, where we executed our 
commiffion, left that place, and fleered our courfe to Cape Lopez di Gonfalvez, where 

we arrived without any conliderable accident in our pafiage on the . I fhall not de- 

feribe this Cape to .you, who have vifited it yourfelf, but fhall only inform you, that 

after having coStcluded our trade there, we left it on the , and inclined 

to the weft, failing along the Equino&ial, till we came high enough to make tbe Upper 


Coaft. 
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About tea in the evening, on the 28th of November, we made land : and in the 
morning found ourfelves about ten miles above Cape Monte. The land here bears 
low and flat to the mentioned cape. It is furnilhed with numerous villages ; but not 
one Negro coming on board us, we were refolved to depart without anchoring and 
mak<=> for the cape, where we happily arrived the following day. 

After which I immediately loaded a parcel of goods into the boat, and therewith 
went on fhore, intending to try whether I could deal for any elephants* teeth, which 
fometimes are plenty there. 

As foon as I landed I found the whole fhore filled with Negroes, who very civilly 
welcomed me, and condu&ed me to their houfes, juft beyond the fliore, making out 
three fon?11 villages, the whole amount of which was not full thirty houfes. 

As foon as I was come into one of thefe great villages, I was treated with feveral 
pots of wine, and defired to ftay the arrival of their King ; which I agreeing to, after 
having paffed an hour, His Majefty appeared, accompanied with a party of men. I 
rofe up in order to meet him before he entered the village, and to falute him with a 
profound reverence. 

He, as well as the reft, bid me heartily welcome, and we went into the village, 
where we fat down together. After fome converfation I afked His Majefty, whether 
there was any probability of trading to any purpofe here ; but was anfwered ihat they 
had not at prefent any flock of elephants’ teeth ; wherefore I was obliged to content 
myfelf with two, there being then no more to be gotten. . 

This King was an elderly man, as appeared by his grey head and beard. His name 
was Jan de Cabo Monte, fo called from the point of that name. He was clothed, or 
rather hung with a brown cloak, and a woollen cap on his head;, fo that his whole 
equipage, if fold to the brokers, would not yield forty ftiillings. 

I was informed, that he was bleffed with fixteen children, twelve fons and four 
daughters. On each of the firfl of which he hath beftowed the government of a 
village containing eight huts ; for houfes they cannot, with any manner of juftice, be 
called. 

The daughters alfo did their beft to pafs honeftly through the world ; but their 
principal trade lay in relieving the travellers’ neceffities at a very reafonable price. 

If the Negroes are to be credited, the King had not above four’ hundred wives, who 
all live with him in one village, about three miles in-land from the river-fide. 

This is a very fine river, which begins jnft beyond the fliore, without entering the 
fea above once in a year,, when, by reafon of the great i^ins, it overflows. Its courfe 
is extended far in-land, and according to the report of the Negroes, difembogues 
itfelf into the river Sierra Leone, ftiich is a good diftance from this place. 

The inhabitants of Cabo Monte are induftrious to the laft degree. Their employ- 
ments chiefly confift in planting of rice, and boiling of fait ; both which all the 
Negroes are obliged to do for the King, whofe flaves they are accounted. 

The produ£t of this land confifls of a fmall quantity of great Milhio, Jammes, po- 
tatoes and rice. The arboriferous fruits here, as well as on the Gold Coaft, are 
Paquovers, bananas, ananas, &c. 

They are not very well ftored with cattle ; for they have neither kine nor hogs, 
and but a few flieep ; alfo not many chickens, but they are good.* Here are enough 
of elephants, tygers, buffaloes, harts, and other wild beafts. • Nor is there here the 
leaft want of filh ; die river is -full of them, and they catch them with large nets. . 

Each man here, at pleafure, marries as many wives as he can maintain, and by 
reafon the women work hard, their keeping is not very expenfive. They deem alfo 
10 to 
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to live tfery contentedly with their wives, and not to be much concerned if they fome- 
times venture on unlawful pleafures with other men. 

The habit of thefe Negroes is very like fhifts, with wide fleeves, which hang down 
to the knees ; or indeed it is more like a furplice : but the women do not wear this 
habit, but aftead thereof a narrow cloth wound about their middles, and tucked in at 
their fide* to fallen it, without bang at the trouble of doing it by a girdle, as on the 
Gold Coafts ; nor do they wear garters like them. Sometimes they lhamelefsiy go 
naked, as if they were proud of what Nature bellows cm them in common with the 
reft of their lex. 

I afked them what religion they profefled ; and was anfwered that it principally con- 
filled in reverencing and obeying their King and the governor fet over them, with- 
out troubling themfelves with what was above them. 

When I enquired after their wars with other countries, they told me, they were not 
often troubled with them ; but if any difference happened, they chofe rather to end 
the difpute amicably, than to come to arms : wherefore their bows and arrows (their 
only weapons) ferve rather for ornament than military ufes. 

This being all I have to fay of Cape Monte, I fhall take leave of it with only ac- 
quainting you that the cape is a very high mountain, which, as we come from the fea, 
looks like a lofty illand Separated from the coaft. The country hereabouts is very 
pleafant, and alfo feems very fertile. The coaft of Cape Monte extends fouth-eaft and 
by eall, and north-weft and by weft, and is all over flat land. 

We departed thence, and arrived on the 25 th before Cape Mizurado, which is alfo a 
high hill, though not fo high as that of Cape Mont*. They are about ten miles diftant 
from each other. 

We call anchor, but not one Negro coining on board, I ftepped into the chalop, 
and went on lhore ; and after having ftaid awhile on the ftrand, fome Negroes came 
to us ; and being defirous to be informed why they did not come on board, I was 
anfwered that about two months before, the Englilh had been there with two large 
veffels, and had ravaged the country, deftroyed all their canoes, plundered their 
houfes, and carried off fome of their people for flaves ; upon which the remainder fled 
to the in-land country, where moft of diem were at prefent : fo that here not bring 
much to be done for us, we were obliged to return on board, having not been able in 
two days time to come at above three hundred weight of teeth. 

The land betwixt both the lad-mentioned capes is perfedtly flat and even ; the coaft 
bears as above. Two miles weft of this place are three villages, containing about 
twenty houfes each, which, indeed, were the fined I law in my whole voyage. _ Each 
of had three neat apartments, and covered at the tops, like our hay-ricks in Hol- 
land. In one of thefe houfes are commonly lodged fifty or fixty men, women, and 
rhiMrpn., all which confiifedly intermix in their lodging : the women are handfome, 
and, as the men inform me, are permitted to earn what money they pleafe with their 
bodies. I found all the inhabitants civil and good-natured people. Two old mea here 
pretended to be captains, and obliged me to pay feveo pound of copper as cuftom. 
By reafon of the injuries which they received from the Englilh, they were fo timorous, 
that they would not venture on board any fhip. And if any perfon come armed on 
fhore, they immediately fly. 

The men do not much trouble themfelves with working, but rather lave that to 
their wives, as believing they have fuffidently fatigued themfelves with trading a little, 
ntoftly in palm-wine, which is very plenty and good here. They feem to give them- 
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felves no more trouble about religion, than their neighbours of Cape Monte, Bring very 
fob'dtous about nothing but eating and drinking, and making merry. 

What hath been faia of the habits, catde, and fruit, of the former, may alfo ferve 
them : they tell us they live in peace "with all their neighbours, and have no notion of 
any other enemy than the Englifh, of which nation they had taken fome then, and 
publicly declared that they would endeavour to get as many of them as the two- 
mentioned flaps had carried off of their natives. Thefe unhappy Englilh were in 
danger of bang facrificed to the memory of their friends, which fome of their nation 
carried off. 

1 fhould now take leave of Cape Mizurado, if I did not find myfelf obliged to fay 
fomething concerning the river, which difcharges itfelf into the fea, and is five or fix 
foot deep in the entrance, fo that in calm weather it is eafily navigable with fm^ll 
boats or chalops. It takes its courfe weftwards three miles from hence, and eaflwards 
dire&ly to Rio Seftre, whither the natives daily pafs in their canoes, and trade either 
in the natural produce of the country, or elephants’ teeth, by reafon that a much 
greater number of fhips come to Rio Seftre than here. 

On the 28th of we weighed anchor, and left this cape, fleering eaft along 

the fhore. The coaft bears, and the land fhews as above, for five miles from Mizurado, 
where, at three different places, we difcover different land ; the firft of which is not 
very high, the laft higher, and the middlemoft higher than both. We did not fee fo 
much as one Negro, or any village, till we were advanced three miles farther eaft- 
ward, where, by reafon of the calm, we were obliged to anchor, and towards the 
evening we faw fire on the fhore, whence we conjectured that there was a village, and 
the natives made that lign to exprefs their inclination to trade with us, wherefore we 
continued there till next day ; but no perfon coming near us in the morning, we 
weighed anchor, and purfued our voyage till noon, when we caft anchor once more in 
Rio Junk, and flayed till evening, but faw neither Negroes nor canoes. The land 
hereabouts fhews low and flat ; but farther in-land, difcovers three bilk ; the two firft 
of which are fituate weft of Rio Junk, appearing perfectly round, and the largeft in 
the middle. ' * 

The entrance of Rio Junk difcharges itfelf into the fea, and at the point four high 
trees difcover themfelves, two of which are adorned with crowns or round tops, and 
the other two, which are the higheft, are fomewhat thorny. Hereabouts the land 
lhews chiefly even and doubled. A mile eaft of Rio Junk, are two large clefts, which 
render this cape very dfftinguifhable;. befide that, it may be eafily known by the mul- 
litude of rocks, of which the fhore is full, and againfl which the fea continually beats 
in a terrible manner. _ We faw the fires made by the Negroes, to adverdfe one another, 
that there were fhips in fight, but by reafon nobody came on board us, I am of opinion’ 
that they are fait villages. The coaft here extends from eaft to ‘fouth, and from weft 
to north. 

We failed on till three miles weft of Rio Seftre, where a canoe full of Negroes came 
on board us, who defired us to anchor before their village, which was fituate in a 
pleafant wood, which I did, they informing me that they had a good flock of ele- 
phants’ teeth. . 0 

This village is called Com, and not rill this occafion known to the feamen. The 
burning of rile fea was fo very fierce here, that it was impoffible to come aihore with 
boat or dtefcp; wherefore I went into a canoe, in which, though it was filled with 
water, the Negroes carried me fafe on fhore. I was fo defirous of feeing this new- 

difcovered 



bosman’s guinea. 


541 

difcovered country, that I heartily wifhed to meet with a good opportunity of trading 
to detain me here. 

As foon as I was landed, I afked my black pilot where their village or dwelling was ; 
he led me about a quarter of a mile into the wood, where I difcovered two fmall mifer- 
ably-built felt villages, one of twelve, and the other of fix houfes, whofe inhabitants, 
who were %fery bufy in boiling fait, feemed to be wfld-Snen, none of them befides my 
guide having ever, I believe, feen any white men. I could not fpeak one word with, 
any of them : my guide, who fhould have been interpreter, was fo ignorant of tongues, 
that it was not without difficulty that I made him underftand me with words and figas. 
However will and ftrange they might feem at firft, they yet afterwards appeared very 
civil and courteous ; for after I had walked through their country, I defigned to return, 
becaufe I faw no teeth ; but an old man, that looked like their governor, would not ' 
fuffer me, but caufed my canoe to be brought from the lhore into his village ; and de- 
fired, before my departure, that I would eat and drink with him, which, bang hungry, 

I readily confented to. The old man did every thing he was able to treat me well, 
after which he confented to my departure, under condition that I would come again 
next day. 

Thefe Negroes are undoubtedly happy in a numerous iffue, and the women very 
fruitful, for I accidentally faw a woman laden with four children, and afking my inter- 
preter whether they all came at one birth, he anfwered in the affirmative, which in- 
duced me to beftow a charitable prefent on the mother and her children ; after which I 
again ftepped into the canoe, and caufed myfelf to be carried to our chalop, fending 
my thanks to the old gentlemen, and telling them, that if they had any goods to trade 
with, they might come to Rio Seftre, where I defigned to fpend fome days. 

As foon as I on board, we weighed anchor, and failed on to Rio Seftre, and 
arrived in the road the 3d of December. Before Rio Seftre the land is very low, 
and beyond it there are two high hills, one of which appears like a femicircle or 

rainbow. . „ , 

About a mile weft of this place, are two great rocks, and about as far eaitward a 

point of land ftretches into the fea, fo that this place is eafy to be known. 

V The entrance of this river from the fea is full of rocks, which yet lie fix foot under 
water wherefore it is eafy to pafs over them all with laden boats and chalops, except 
two of them, which appear above water, and are to be avoided. 

The village is fituated clofe to the lhore, on a rifing ground, and contains about 
fixty houfes, which axe very neatly built, and fo high, that fome of them appear three 
out at fea. The buildings here differ from thofe of Mizurado, only in that here 

are more ftories. , , , , _ , , _ ., 

Rio Seftre is a very fine and pleafent river ; the banks on each fide are thickly fet with 

high and low trees. Several rivulets and fmall fprings difcharge themfelves into this 
river • but what adds to the charms of this river, befides the trees, is the multitude of 
villages all along its banks ; amongft which is that of the King, fituated about three 
miles up the river, and compofed of about thirty houfes, . . _ 

The King, who is a filver-haired very old man, declares that all the inhabitants ot 
his village are really defcended from him, which is very probable, they not being very 
numerous. He, like the great or principal men hereabouts, affumes an European 
name which is Peter. He is a very agreeable, obliging man, and all his fubje&s are 
very civil as well as very laborious in agriculture and the purfuit of their trade. 

Thar habit, fruits of the earth, cattle, and filh, are the feme with the before- 

mentioned people. — f 
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Thefe countries feem to live in. perfect peace with other countries, for all hereabouts - 
we hear of no other wars than a few fkirmiihes which formerly happened with the in- 
land Negroes, who burned their village by furprife: but they took moil of them 
prifoners, and fold them, which entirely ended the war. 

The inhabitants, as I have already hinted, are very induitrious, efpedally in the 
planting of rice, which is their chief employment. Rice increafes fo prodfgioully here, 
that in a very fhort time we eafily get enough to load a fhip. Thofe above the common 
rank drive a perpetual trade in rice, Malaget, and elephants’ teeth, thongh the quan- 
tity of the lail is very fmall. 

I cannot omit their ftrange manner of burial, having had the opportunity of obferv- 
ingan inftance of it, in the interment of an old woman, during the timp of my trading 
here. As foon as dead, her corpfe was covered with a doth, and the people of the 
whole village, neither old nor young excepted, came and ranged themfelves in very good 
order round the corpfe, and each . of them was provided with a few Banana leaves to 
fhade and defend the old woman from the heat of the fun. The men, in a defperate 
and diftra&ed manner, run about the houfe of the deceafed, continually and difmally 
howling, infomuch that if fhe had been but half dead, it had been Effi cient to ha$e 
accelerated her departure. The women, which fat round the body, alfo began to lift 
up their voices, as not being willing to be out-done ; ' and if I were to be judge, 1 could 
fcarcely determine which of the fexes made the greateft noife. . This jarring difcord con- 
tinued incefTant for the fpace of twenty-four hours. But, on the fecond day, there was 
a fmall ceflation ; by reafon that an empty canoe was brought juft before the dwelling 
of the deceafed, into which the corpfe was laid ; next which was placed a pot of rice^ 
and another of palm-wine, in order to fupply her, if fhe happened to be either hungry 
or thirfty on her journey ; and after that the canoe was filled with all forts of green 
plants. After this the mourning cry was renewed, and continued about half an hour ; 
next to which appeared ten young vigorous fellows, whd took up the corpfe and canoe, 
both which' they carried to the river, in order to be tranfported to the place of her 
nativity, and buried there. "Which I at firlt conjefhired to be in obedience to the 
lall teftament of the deceafed ; but was afterwards informed, that it was cuflomary for 
every perfon to be buried at the place of his birth, though he happened to die at 
never fo great a diftance from thedce; and that though the deceafed had not left any 
effeQrs behind to defray the expence, the neighbours were yet obliged to bear the 
charge. The old woman was then carried up the river and buried, and three days 
afterwards the friends and relations returned home, and brought with thpm a fheep 
tod a good quantity of palm- wine, to keep the burying-feaft. I kept near them, in 
order to obferve them ; but they no fooner faw me, but invited me to participate with 
mem; which I was eafily perfuaded to, by reafon I had been dealing for rice the whole 
day, and had not eaten. I ate and drank very heartily with them, as long as either 
wrae or eatables lafted, thinking I had been very well treated, but next morning found 
my error ; for the relations and the whole Company came and brought me a fcurvy 
reckoni ng, and I could not get rid of them, without making each of them a particular 
Indent ; when I fummed up the matter, I found that the expence of the whole feaft 
tras defrayed out of my pocket, which obliged me to dap down as a memorandum in 
my notebook, never again to venture to an old woman’s funeral. 

This, fir, is all I have to fay concerning Rio Seftre, which I fhould have gone far- 
ther up, and have more particularly vifited the country, if any-body had been with me 
to take care of our trade, or we had not been bound farther. But the Enelifh Hups 
generally come lo thick upon this Coaft 3 that ■without utmoft diligence is my poll, I 

could 



bosman’s guinea. 


5 43 

could not expeQ: to do any thing. Nay, at laft we found trade here at fuch a low 
ebb, that we. were obliged to leave this place on the 1 ith of December, not flavins 
here above eight days. ' * 

Sailing then from Rio Seftre we found the fliore plain double land. The coaft ex- 
tends north-jsreft and fouth-eaft. Three miles below Rio Seftre is a great mountainous 
rock, on grows a very high tree : this place is called Little Seftre ; and about a 
mile and ha$F farther eaft, a point juts into the fea; on the land next which appears a 
great rock, which is white at the top, and at fea looks like a fhip under fail. 

A little below this we dropped anchor, before the village of Sanguin, where we 
could deal but to a fmall value. 

Whilft we lay here the Negroes of Boffoe and Bottewa came on board us with a 
canoe, laden with Malaget, for which they defired only Annabaffes j fo that I dif- 
pofed of all I had to them in two days’ time. 

I found no other difference of the Negroes of Sanguin, than that thefe were bigctted 
to a very pernicious opinion, that dextrous robbery is very lawful and expedient ; 
"herefore we are obliged to deal very caudoufly, for they readily buy whatever com- 
^dities they fee, but are fure never to pay for them. 

>The land about Sanguin is eafily diftinguifhed by feveral high trees, which fhew 
demfelves eaflwards of it. 

About a mile eaft of Sanguin lies- Boffoe,’ which may be known by a plain fand- 
point, is environed with large and fmall rocks. Here a Negro came on board, who 
called himfelf James, and pretended to be captain of Boffoe ; he fpoke a confufed fort 
of language, being a mixed jargon of Englifh and Portuguefe. He feemed a great 
lover of the female fex, which was the whole fubject with which he entertained us. 
He told us, unafked, that he had ten wives, and out of good hufbandry gradoufly 
now and then bellowed one of them on his fon Jooft, who was on board with him. 

When we reprefented to him the wickednefs of fuch an action, and told him, that 
no place in the world allowed it, he laughed aloud, and laid, “ That they were, then, 
fools to infill on. fuch a trifle ; and that, as his people were better informed, they 
adted accordingly." 

We fent thefe heroes on fhore, and left Boffoe, in order to purfue our voyage. 

About three miles farther, is the village of Bottewa, fituate on the fhore ; and half 
a mile weft of it, a great rock appears in the fea ; and about a mile below Bottewa, 
another rock, very like the former, difcovers itfelf ; a mile beyond which, the high 
land of Bottewa appears, confifting of a multitude of high hills. We traded for forae 
grain or Malaget, while we were failing, without fo much as anchoring ; for which 
reafon I had no opportunity of obferving the country and its inhabitants, though I 
believe they do not much differ from thofe of Boffoe. 

A mile and a half beyond Bottewa, is the village Sino, which is diftinguifhable by a 
great rock upon a fand-point, jutting a little into the fea » behind that is a great river, 
which, according to the report of the Negroes, extends itfelf far in-land, and is not 
much lefs confiderable than Rio Seftre. I could not come at any farther infonaadon, 
for the Negroes fpeak fuch a barbarous language that they are not to be underftood 
without difficulty. The coaft extends itfelf here fouth-eaft and by eaft, and north-weft 
and by weft ; the land is very even. 

We failed from hence, and came the 20th of December to Seftre Crou. The land 
is here flat and low, the village is beautiful and large, and rather larger and more ex- 
tenfive than Elmina. Behind it the land is higher, mid adorned with a good number of 

large. 
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large, though leaflefs trees. There are two great rocks on the fhore, about half a 
mile diftant from each other, by all which marks this place is eafily known. 

The Negroes here feemed to be a good fort of people, honeft in their dealings, and 
much more regular than thofe who live higher up. Their language is utterly unintel- 
ligible ; wherefore it is impoffible to learn any thing of their manners and cuftoms. The 
cattle and fruits here are like thofe at other places, they bang well fumifhed with both. 
The fifhery and the filh are not at all different from thofe on the Gold Coaft. 

Having finished our trading affairs here, we failed on to the village Wappo, about 
three miles diftant from Seftre Crou. The marks of this place are feveral high ftrag- 
gling trees, which appear upon a high hill beyond the fliore j the tops cf thefe trees 
appear very red at a diftance. Before Wappo a very large rock difcovers itfelf, which 
feetns feparated from the fliore, though really on it. As we failed by the land, it ap- 
peared but faintly, if at all. The coaft ftretches eaft-fouth-eaft, and weft-fouth-weft ; 
all, or at Ieaft as far as we could fee of it, flat land, to about three miles weft of 
Cabo das Palmas, where a point of land juts into the fea, which, at a diftance,’ loot 
like a dolphin, and hath a large village on it, and four trees in the midft of it, whk ;,/ 
we took to be cocoas. ^ . . 

We made our ufual fign to invite die Negroes on board us, but none coming, w < 
did our bell to double the mentioned cape, which fometimes proves difficult enough, 
if we are too near the fhore. We paffed it notwithftandmg, in the night, the zyfh-of 
December, and not obferving any villages or Negroes next day, we purfued our courfe 
to Druwin. The coaft from cape Palm to Druwin bbars eaft and by north, and weft 
and by fouth, about twenty-fix miles, all high and flat land. 

On the 26th ditto, in the evening, and next day, fome Negroes, in three canoes 
laden with elephants’ teeth, came on board us, and after giving them their Dasje, or 
prefent, I dealt with them for the ivory at the deareft rate. 

I never yet few more covetous men, or greater fevages. They begged every thing 
they few ; and if we deny them, or fpeak warmly to them, as to other Negroes, they 
immediately leap over-board and make to land j fo that we can fcarcely trade with thefe 
people, otherwife than to confiderable lofs. 

Their teeth, with which they eat human flelh, when' they can come at it, were as 
iharp as awls ; wherefore I fhould not advife any to fet foot on land here, who is not 
fond of being buried in their bellies. 

The land-marks here are very plain, and render this country eafily diftinguifhable, 
partly by its height and lofty trees, but principally by reafon of three or four large 
villages which there difcover themfelves, each of which is fituate about half a mile 
from the other. Behind the laft village appears a high point to the eaft, where the 
land begins to grow into a promontory, in which is the large river of St. Andrew, 
which dilcharges itfelf into the fea, and takes its courfe, according to the Negroes, weft- 
wards, and is fo wide and deep, that it is navigable with barks, with which we might 
come in and trade, if we were but affured the natives would not moleft us, which no 
perfon is able to give us a fatisfedtory affurance of, fince here the inhabitants are the 
greateft brutes on the whole Coaft; and whoever trades here, ought to ke ep fpies aloft 
to prevent his bong furprized by them. 

Thefe barbarians are poffeffed of a country which affords them an envied plenty of 
all manner of provifion ; for Milhio, Jammes, Paquovens, Bananas, and in fhort, 
whatever the Gold Coaft produces, is here very plenty ; and they have befides great 
abundance of kine, fheep, poultry, &c. as alfowild beafts, and, indeed, want nothing 
ueeeffary to the fupportof life ; all which we may juftly grudge them, becaufe out of 
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pure croffnefs they will not fell any, except the worfl part o£ them, which they do not 
like themfelves, and that at a very dear rate. 

We find even in this age feveral who doubt, whether there are any wild men in the 
world fo far degenerated from human nature as to kill and eat their own fpedes ; for 
they fay, “ If there were any fuch, they would not be diftinguilhed from brutes by 
any thing but their fpeech, which feems to clafh with the divine goodnefs, which 
endowed man only with a rational foul, that he might know what was nec effar y for 
him befides which, they take it for granted, that no man can properly be called 
wild, but fuch a one as like the beads, feparated from all fociety, paffeth his life in 
woods and wilderneffes, without any regard to divine or human laws ; and that fince 
none of thefe men were ever obferved from the beginning of the world, they venture 
to conclude, that there never was, nor never will be any fuch. But this argument 
feems very weak ; for experience hath long fince convinced us, that there are men- 
eaters in the world. Antiquity hath left us accounts of it ; and it is from time to time 
confirmed by a crowd of authors. Our North Holland preacher hath clearly proved 
v ; and though he is not always in the right, yet what he faith of the Brazilians and 
fher neighbouring nations, is undoubted truth. But what need I to apply to other 
m itne{fes, whilft you yourfelf have experienced the truth of it in thofe in-land Negroes 
.vhich come from the country beyond Ardra, who imagine, that we buy them and 
’carry them off only in order to eat them ; which jealoufy would not probably- enter 
their thoughts, if they did not certainly know that there were man-eaters in the world : 
and as to what they farther lay concerning wild-men, I will readily own, that there 
are no fuch wild-men as they defcribe in the world, if they will but allow on the other 
fide, that fame men differ from the other fo much, that fome may be comparatively 
called wild, or brutes, which doth not proceed from this, that they as well as we are 
not endowed with a rational foul ; but from their reafonable fouls being degenerated 
by barbarous ufages, and for want of converfation with civilized nations. Nor are ex- 
amples wanting of men, who by accidents which happened in their youth, have been 
obliged to continue feveral years in the woods, which in procefs of rime rendered them 
fo wild, that they afterwards became afraid of and fled from all men. But enough cf 
this, let every one believe What he pleafes. 

On the 29th we left this progeny of Cham, and fleered fouth-eaft and by fouth ; i. e. 
after failing a mile and a half we came to the Sixteen Red Cliffs, which take up in all 
about three miles in length, and in clear weather are vifible fix or feven miles out at 
fea. I found here neither Negroes nor villages. _ The Coafl; bears as above ; and from 
Druwyn to Cape Lahoe jp about twenty-feven miles. 

On the 30th ditto, we anchored before Cape Lahoe. The land declines here, and is 
very low on the fea-fide. The village is very large, and feems to- ftretch about a mile 
along the Ihore. Betwixt the houfes throughout the whole place are multitudes 
of cocoa-trees, as at Axim ; and if this land were fo high as that, and had a fort built 
in the midft of the town, it would not be much unlike that in any thing befides the 
largenelk of the village. About three miles on land beyond the village, are feveral 
high hills 5 and a mile weft of Cape lahoe is a large river, which runs to the river 
of St. Andrew, and a great many miles into the in-land country, as alfo eaft wards, 
though not very farj for failing but a few miles eaftward, our courfe is flopped 
by land. 

The Negroes feem here affable and civil, and were very eafy to be dealt with, only 
they held their elephants’ teeth fomewhat dear at that rime. But that was occafioned 
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by the great numbers of Englifh and Dutch interlopers, though moft of the firft, which 
had lately been here. 

This place is as plentifully blefied with provifions as Druwyn, with this difference 
only, that it is better and cheaper. I cannot lay much more concerning this place, 
only inform you, what the Negroes told me, that they were very populous, and were 
ruled by one chief captain or governor. 

Having done our bulinefs we weighed anchor, and purfued our voyage to Jaque 
Lahoe, about three miles farther, the Coaft bearing in the fame mann er. We were 
informed by the Negroes, that they had no Hock of elephants’ teeth ; wherefore we 
refolved to fail to the Bottomlefs Pit (fo called from an imagination that it really is fo ; 
but the contrary hath been experienced), about four miles farther. 

The land from below, or a little weftward of Cape Lahoe, to Jaque Lahoe, isdif- 
tinguifhed in the maps and charts by the name of the Quaqua Coaft ; but wherefore 
fo called I cannot determine, unleft it be, that fome compare the fpeech of thefe 
Negroes to the noife of ducks, which I cannot confirm to you, becaufe I could not 
obferve fo remarkable a difference betwixt their language and that of other Negroes, as 
Ihould make it found like Quoaking. The natives call their country Adouw, and 
themfelves Adouwfians ; but we follow our chart and call them Quaquaans. 

You are probably acquainted with the expert fwimming and diving of thefe Negroes, 
which I have feveral times feen with furprize. Whenever they were on board, and 
1 threw a firing of coral, or any thing elfe into thefea, one of them would immediately 
dive after it, and though almoft got to the bottom, fetch it up again. This they feldom 
miffed of, and were fure of what they brought up as their reward. 

We paffed the night in the Bottomlefs Pit, and arrived in the mor ning at Affinee, 
winch we guefs to be about feven miles below the mentioned Pit. The Coaft here 
bears eaft by &uth. Here are no elephants’ teeth, but gold to be traded for ; but we 
had no orders to deal in that commodity, wherefore we failed by Affinee. Notwith- 
ftanding which, fome Negroes in a canoe come on board me ; I afked them, « How 
they agreed with the French ?” they anfwered, “ That all the Caboceroes of Affinee, 
together with their fubjedts, were gone from thence, and had fetded a mile above the 
village ; where they continued at prefent, without entertaining the leaft commerce or 
correfpondence with the French, who had only a bare lodge on the fhore, encompaffed 
with palifadoes, and provided with five pieces of canon, and then guarded by eight 
men, who were wellfurnifhed with provifions, left there by the French Clips, but were 
fometimes in great want of water, which the Negroes always endeavoured by force to 
keep them from fo that thefe Negroes were of opinion, that the French, ynlefs they 
received fome affiftance from Europe, could not long fubfift there, but would be ob- 
liged to abandon the place upon the firft opportunity. 

Time will difcover what part of this relation deferves credit, though I believe that 
the French are not in fuch a wretched condition as they reprefented th em . 

The Coaft from Affinee to Cape Apollonia bears eaft-fouth-eaft ; the Coaft is in all 
parts furmfhed with great and fmall villages: but no Negroes came on board usj 
wherefore I cannot give you any account of this country or their inhabitants. 

_ The now mentioned Cape appears to be low plain ground ; behind it are three high 
Mis, which are its diftinguifhing marks ; without them it would not deferve the name 
of a Cape, than which it is nothing lefs, and would be failed by without ever being 
leen. From hence to Axim feems to be about feven miles, though others think it 
more. The land betwixt both places is very low, and adorned with thoufands of 
cocoa-trees. The fhore is extraordinarily broad, 9 at, and looks as if paved with bricks, 
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and is a fine road to travel on with coaches, or chaifes, as in Holland. At the end of 
this fliore is Rio Cobre, about half a league above Axim ; but you yourfelf being better 
acquainted with this Coaft than I can pretend to, I lhall conclude this account of my 
voyage, with humbly defiring your kind acceptance of my relation, alluring \ou, that 
I have not failed to note every thing which was remarkable. Wherefore, after requeu- 
ing the continuance of your favours, I take the liberty to fubfcribe myfelf. 

Your obedient fervant. 

From on board the yacht Johanna Jacoba, John Snoek. 

before Axim, Jan. the 2d, 1702. 
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HISTORY 

OF 

LOAN GO, K A KONGO, 

AND OTHER KINGDOMS IN AFRICA. 

By the Abbe Frotart.* 


CHAP. I. — Defign and Divifion cf the Work, 

IT is furprifing enough, that though our veflels habitually frequent the coafts of 
J ' Loango, Congo, and other kingdoms in Africa, and our merchants have ware- 
houfes there, yet we know abfolutely nothing of what pafies in the interior of thofe 
ftates, and what the people are who inhabit them. We land among them, give them 
European merchandize, take in Haves, and return. No one hitherto had penetrated 
into the country as an obferver ; no one at lead; had remained there a fufficient time to 
make fuch obfervations as might be relied on. We judge of thofe different people by 
the inhabitants along the coafts; and becaufe thefe perfons, frequently impofed upon 
by Europeans, make no fcruple of impofing on them in return, we accufe the whole 
nation of duplicity. They fell men, — we accufe them of inhumanity. Is there, then, 
fo much more humanity in buying them than in felling them ? But we do not confider, 
that the men whom they fell are enemies taken in war, and whom in many cafes they 
might have a right to put to death. We believe that the father fells his fon, and the 
prince his fubjefls ; he only who has lived among them can know that it is not even 
lawful for a mafter to fell his Have, if he be bom in the country, unlefs he have incurred 
that penalty by certain crimes fpecified by law. 

But thefe are not the only imputations on thofe people ; it is pretended that they are 
as diffolute in their manners as they are perfidious and inhuman in the affairs of life • 
and without hearing their anfwer to charges fo grave, we proceed to arraign them, and 
affiime conje&ures and heariay, vague and partial relations, as the proofs and teftimonies. 
Thtfy are at once accufed, tried, and condemned. Perfons who have never confidered 
their country but from the top of the obfervatory, excommunicate them, with map in 
hand, and pronounce their regions to have fallen from all hope in the religion of 
the true God. In a fentence fo rigorous, founded on fo frivolous an accufation, 
are we to recognize an age in which the di&ates of reafon and humanity alone are 
heard ? 

Thefe people have vices, — what people is exempt from vice? But were they even 
more wicked and more vicious, they would be fo much the more entitled to the com- 
miferarion and good offices of their fellow-men; and fhould the miffionary defpaix of 
making them. Chriftians, men ought Hill to endeavour to make them men. 

* Paris, i;7<5. 
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This office, fo worthy of a true philofopher, was never difcharged by ? n y but the 
Chrifban philofopher : fo true is it, that humanity as well as the other ibcial virtues, 
are more, the offspring of the Chriftian religion than of the philofophy of the day. 
Miffionaries were they, who, notwithflanding prejudices fo unfavourable* to the people 
of whom we fpeak, made no hesitation in leaving their country to eilabliih themfelves 
among them, with the intention, if not of making them perfect, at leaft of improving 
them. In this hiftory we ftiall hazard no conjecture : we fhall make no ftatement but 
upon irreproachable teftimony. As they knew not the language of the country on their 
arrival, they had leifure to be obfervers, before they could become mifionaries. 

It is not to be expected that we fhould give a very extenfive hiftory of nations who, as 
yet, have neither acquired the ufe of letters, nor employ any fubftitutefor them ; fo that 
the prefent work will be, not fo much a recital of what has paffed among them, as 
a portraiture of their actual condition. 0 

In this will be found the geographical fituation of the places and the temperature 
of the climate ; the nature of the foil and its moft common productions, vegetable and 
animal ; the charader of the people ; their virtues and their vices ; their alliances, 
their occupations, their government and laws, their commerce and their wars, their 
language and religion. 


CHAP. II. — - Of the Situation of the Country and the Temperature of the Air. 

THE people of whom we treat inhabit the weftem coaft of Africa, from- the equi- 
nodial line to the river of Zaira, the mouth of which is about fix degrees of latitude 
fouth. 

This extent of country is divided into feveral kingdoms, the moft remarkable of 
which is that of Loango : it commences at the village of Makanda : not at half a degree 
from the equator, as fome travellers have ftated, but about 4 0 5' fouth latitude. It 
has twenty leagues of coaft, and terminates at the river of Louango-Louifa, the 
courfe of which is 5 0 5' of the fame latitude. Bouali, the capital, commonly called 
Loango by the French, is fituated about 4 0 45'. The kingdom of Kakongo* called by 
mariners Malimba, and that of N’ Goio which they denominate Cabiuda, axe to the 
fouth of Loango. To the north is found the kingdom of Iomba, called by mariners 
and geographers Maiomba, but erroneoufly fo, becaufe Ma-Iomba fignifies king of 
Iomba, as Ma-Loango fignifies king; of Loango. Eaftward of Loango are fituated the 
kingdoms of N’ Teka, and another kingdom of Iomba, which is fometimes confounded 
with the former. Beyond thefe kingdoms are others, unknown to us, and into which 
no Europeans have hitherto penetrated. 

As thefe different ftates are fituated at no confiderable diftaace from the equinoctial 
line, the days and nights are pretty nearly equal throughout the year ; .cold is never 
felt there. A naturalift in his cabinet would conclude that the beats mull be ex- 
cefiive ; but perfons on the fpot find them tolerable ; and it is impoffible to avoid re- 
cognizing and admiring that Providence which has anticipated every thing, and which 
tempers and governs the great whole with wonderful economy. The year in thefe 
climates is divided into two feafons of nearly equal duration. The moft agreeable and 

* Some geographers call this kingdom Caconda. Malimbo is the port of Kakonyo, as Cabiuda is of 
N' Goio. Thus, to call thefe kingdoms Malimbo and Cabinda would be the fame thing as if the English 
were to call France the kingdom of Calais, becaufe their reflets touch at the port of that town. 

healthy 
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healthy commences in the month of April, and terminates in October. During this time 
no rain fells ; but in the night there are dews fuffidently abundant to promote the 
vegetation of plants. The fun, during fix months of drought, would heat the earth to 
excefs, were it not that the iky is moft generally covered with vapours which intercept 
its rays and moderate the heats. The dry feafon is not the hotteft ; the fummer is 
reckoned from the month of October to April. The heats in this period are exceffive, 
and would be unfupportable, efpecially to Europeans, if there were nothing to mitigate 
their -violence ; but they are accompanied with abundant and almoft continual rains, which 
refrefh the atmofphere ; they are all ftormy rains, and few days pais in which thunder 
is not heard. 

Thefe rains form maiihes in many places, the exhalations of which corrupt the purity 
of the air. The natives of the country fuffer not the fmalleft inconvenience from them ; 
but Europ eans , who are not inured to the climate, ought to remove as far as poffible 
from thofe marihy trafts. The kingdom of Kakongo, for this reafon, is much more 
wholefome than that of Loango, becaufe not only die rains are lefs frequent, but the 
face of the country is fo difpofed, as to favour their efflux. 


CHAP. III. — Of the Soil , the Waters , and the Fare/ls. 

THE land is in general light, and rather Tandy ; more fit for the growth of maize 
and millet, than for any of the kinds of grain which we cultivate in Europe. It is alfo 
very fertile ; grafs grows on it naturally to the height of eight or ten feet $ but the 
Negroes know not how to hufband and improve fuch good means: they merely work, 
the furface with a fort of fpade or hoe, and this in the rainy feafon. This flight culture, 
however, is fufficient to make the land yield an hundred fold, and often much more, 
of whatever grain or plants may be bellowed on it. A Angle grain of maize produces 
as much as eight hundred, and commonly does not yield fewer than fix hundred. 

In the country are feen many mountains, and fome very high ones. They contain 
neither fiones nor flints, but confift merely of an accumulation of the fame earth which 
covers the plains. 

Notwithuanding fix months of continual rain, there are vaft plains uncultivated and 
lying wafte for want of water. To whatever depth they dig, neither tuffa nor Hone is 
found. It is a ftratum of compact argil, which confines the water to the interior of 
the earth : it is interrupted in certain places, whence it occurs that the waters fubfiding 
gradually undermine the furface, and often excavate large and deep abyffes which open 
inlfentaneoufly during the fell of the rains. The inhabitants of the country flee as far 
as poffible from the vicinity of thefe moving grounds, which are left uncultivated. 

The Negroes know not the ufe of wells, nor do they even dig any : it is from the 
lakes, fountains, and rivers, that they procure the waters they want, and fometimes 
they have to fetch it from a great diftance. 

The ftreams and rivers which water the country, flow, for the moft part, through deep 
valleys, and are fhaded by thick forefts, which keep the waters cool and frefh. The river 
Zara, which forms the fouthem boundary of the kingdoms of N’ Goio and Kakongo, 
flows with equal abundance and rapidity after the months of drought, and at the end 
of the rainy feafon. It has been obferved, that fuch was the cafe with the little rivers, 
and even the fmaileft rivulets ; they are never dried up ; nor is there even any percep- 
tible diminution of their waters during the drought. Might it not be £&&, in explana- 
tion of this phenomenon, that the water of the rains with which the earth is impreg- 
nated 
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nated for fix months in the year, difcharges itfelf only by depress, and during a timila r 
fpace of time, into the rivers, and the refervoirs which coniti.u.; their ihurcrs. 

Forefts of perpetual verdure cover a great extent of the c 'J tr.tr", All the Negress 
have the right of hunting there, and may cut as much wooc as they think proper : but 
they content themfelves with collecting the dead wood, which thrvss them for firing. 
Some of the forefts are fo thick, that the hunters cannot penetrate them, except by 
gaps and avenues which the wild beafts make, in order to get to the plains to reed 
during the night, and quench their thirft in the rivers. 

CHAP. IV. — Of the Plants , efculent Vegetables , Pulje, and the Fruits of the Earth . 

THE people of thefe countries, naturally little inclined to labour, attach themfelves 
particularly to the cultivation of thofe plants which produce moftwith leaft trouble; 
fuch is the manioc. Its ftaik is a fpecies of ftirub of tender and juicy wood, which 
bears leaves much refembling thofe of the wild vine. A ftaik of manioc produces 
every year ten or twelve roots, fifteen or twenty inches long and four or five in diame- 
ter. The manioc might be railed from feed, but as it fhoots from the end, they cut 
the ftaik into fmall pieces, which they fix in the earth during the rainy feafon, and 
which bring forth the fame year. In order that the fame ftaik may produce, for feveral 
years in fucceffion, nothing is required but to leave in the ground, at the gathering, 
fome of the fmaller roots. 

The manioc is the bread of the people, and a conftant food which the poor have 
always in plenty; hence no beggars are to be feen in the country. If, however, the rain 
were not to fall at the ufual feafon, which, as they affure us, is fometimes the cafe, 
there would enfue a moft cruel famine ; for thefe people preferve no provifions from 
year to year, nor have they any means of procuring fupplies from abroad. 

They prepare the root of the manioc in feveral ways : after having let it ferment in 
water for fome days, they cut it, lengthwife, into flips, which they parch ; otherwife 
they make a fort of compoft of it. For this purpofe, the Negroes nave earthen veflels 
with two bottoms ; they put the manioc upon the upper one, which is perforated like 
a c ullend er ; the lower bottom is full of water : they clofe the veffel hermetically, and 
place it on the fire : the evaporation of the boiling water cooks the manioc, which, 
would be infipid if it were not done in' water. 

There is a fpecies of acid manioc, which is never eaten till after the juice has been 
exprefled, and the juice is a poifon. It has been obferved, that the copper veflels in 
which they prepared this manioc, did not take the verdegris even for feveral days after 
they had been ufed for this purpofe. The leaf of the manioc alfo is eaten, after the 
manner of fpinage. Befides the manioc, there is nothing which the Negroes cultivate 
with more care than the Pmda, which we call Piitachio : it is a fpecies of long nut, 
which inclofes two almonds under a very Gender film. This fruit is fown in furrows z 
it puis forth a ftaik which at firft refembles that of the trefoil ; but afterwards filaments 
fhoot from it, which, after creeping fome diilance on the furface of the ground, pene- 
trate into it by the fummiE The ftaik then fhoots out a fmall yellow flower, which does 
not fru&ify ; it is at the end of the filaments which have entered the earth that the 
fruit is found in great quantities. It is very good to the tafte, but is indigeftible ; they 
have it broiled before they eat it. They alfo bruife it in order to make a pafte, which 
ferves as a feafoning for their ragouts. They exprefs from it a tolerably delicate oil. 

ta Tfcare 
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There is found in this country a potatoe entirely fimilar to thofe which are cultivated 
in our own North American colonies. The Africans call it Bala-n’-poutou, a root 
of Europe doubtlefs becaufe the Portuguefe iriuft have brought it to them from 
America. It is of better quality and more faccharine than our European potatoes. 
The {talk, cut to bits and ftuck in the earth, reproduces the fpecies. 

The Ignam is a thick fhapelefs root covered with knots, which inclcfe as many germs. 
In order to reproduce it, they cut it into fmall pieces which they rub upon the allies, 
and leave them expofed to the heat of the fun ; they then put them in the earth ; each 
piece produces a long ftalk which they fupport with a prop. The root of the Ignam is 
more pleafant to the palate than that of the manioc, but the Negroes negledt the culture 
of it becaufe it produces little. 

In the rainy feafon they plant four or five forts of fmall beans fimilar to our haricots. 
There are feveral fpecies of them, of which they can gather three crops in lefs than 
fix months. They have alfo an earth pea, the ftalk of which refembles that of our 
wild ftrawberiy plant ; it trails along the ground like that of the Pinda, and it enters 
by filaments, at the ends of which the peas are found ; they are agreeable to the tafte, 
but indigeftible in European ftomachs. 

The melons, pompions, and cucumbers demand fcarcely any care. The fpinage 
and forrel grow in the fields without culture. Near the villages and along the roads 
is foutd purflain quite like ours. Dogs’-grafs is not more uncommon there than with 
us, and the Negroes alfo ufe its root for making ptifan when they are fick. 

Our Palma Chrifti is very common oh the plains. Tobacco feems to be one of the 
natural productions of the country ; the Negroes caft the feed of it at random into 
their court-yards and gardens, where it frufiifies without tillage. Some perfons, in 
imitadon of the Europeans, take the tobacco as fhuff, but all of them fmoke ; and the 
men and women have their pipes of potter’s earth. 

Cabbages, radifhes, and the greater part of our European table-vegetables accom- 
modate themfelves perfedly well to the foil ; chicory alfo grows here as fine as in 
France. 

In many provinces they cultivate maize or Turkey-wheat. It grows Fo readily that 
in the fpace of fix or feven months they gather fix or feven crops from the fame land. 
As the inhabitants of the country know not the ufe of mills, they pound the grains of 
maize in a wooden mortar and reduce it to meal, which they make into a pafte and bake 
it under the cinders. Sometimes they parch their grains much in the fame way as 
we roaft our coffee, and eat it without any other preparation. 

In the kingdom of Kakongo there is a fpecies of millet, the ftalk of which grows as 
thick as a man’s arm j it bears ears which weigh as much as two and even three 
pounds. This plant is indigenous; they find it the midft of the defart plains, but 
few people beftow any particular culture upon it. 


CHAP. V. — Of the Trees and Shrubs . 

THE palm-tree, of all fruit-trees, is that which the Negroes account the moft ufe- 
fuk it grows to a height of forty or fifty feet, on a trunk of from fifteen to eighteen 
inches diameter. It fends out no branches, but merely a tuft of leaves with the fpread 
of a fen at its top. Thefe leaves, , before they expand, form a large white lettuce, 
extremely tender and of a faccharine and vinous tafte. The palm-tree produces its 
.fruit in bunches, etch grab of which is of the fize of a nut, and is called the palm-nut ; 

the 
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the 1km (or fhell, is yellowifh. This nut is eatable ; but they generally boil it in water 
or roaft it on the coal, then they bruife it, and esprefs from it an oil* which ferves to 
feafon their ragouts, or to anoir.t their bodies. Each nut beer; z kernel, which is very 



begins to form a fmail tumour before it blows ; they flick into the indficn a leaf folded 
in the form of a gutter, to ferve as a vehicle for the liquor, which is received in. z cak- 
bafc, attached over night to the palm-tree ; it is commonly found full the nest morning. 
This liquor forms the common beverage cf the rich ; it has the telle of cur wine when 
brought frefticut of the wins-prefs ; it' is pectoral and refrefhing : they fay, that it intoxi- 
cates when it is taken to excefs ; it acidulates in a few days. The natives of the country 
do not prefer any liquor to the palm-wine except the brandy, which is brought to them 
from Europe. 

The cocoa-tree differs from the palm-tree only by its fruit ; it alfo produces grapes; 
but the grains are of the lize of a fmail melon. This fruit is clothed with a very hard 
fhell, fuffidently folid to admit of beads being cut cut of the entire fob fierce. The 
milky juice which blues in abundance from the opening of the cccca is a fweet beverage, 
and at the fame time very agreeable and nourilhing, while the folid fabdar.ee cut from 
its fhell conflitutes a good and tolerably wholefome food. It appears that the cocca-tree 
is not indigenous, and that it was tranfported from America to Africa by the Euro- 
peans, becaufe the cocoa is called banga n* ponton, nut of Europe. 

The banana is more common than the cocoa-tree ; it is rather a plant than a tree, 
growing however to the height of twelve or fifteen feet on a trunk of eight cr ten inches 
diameter ; the fruit puts forth from the middle of this trunk in the form of a clufter of 
grapes, which we call regime. Each clufter bears from a hundred to two hundred 
bananas, and the banana is about eight or ten inches in length by about one inch in dia- 
meter ; fo that a good clufter is a man’s burthen. A banana bears only one of them, 
and it dies as foon as the fruit is gathered ; hence it is the cuftom to cut down the tree 
for the fake of its produce ; but, for one foot which they cut there fpring up feveral 
others. The trunk of the banana , is invefted with feveral layers of a fpecies of tough 
' rind, of which the young negroes make cords : its leaves are feven or eight feet long 
by eighteen or twenty inches broad ; they are almoft as firm in confiftency as our parch- 
ment ; they fold and unfold in a thoufand ways without cracking ; they may be made into 
parafols, and are generally ufed for covering pots and great veffels. 

The banana is the bread of the rich as the manioc is that of the poor. It would not 
however be difficult fo to multiply the banana as to make it yield an adequate quantity 
for the fubfiftence of the common people. A plain of bananas is never exhaufted ; and 
it requires tillage only the firft year. 

The banana fig-tree does net differ from the banana except by its fruits ; they alfo 
grow in clutters or bunches, but they are not fo long by half, and they have neither 
the fame tafte nor the fame properties. The banana is a fpecies of bread * : the banana 


* The Editor of the Eilhop of Tabraca’s Memoirs on theHillory of the Kingdom cf Siam confounds the 
banana with the fig banana. I know not whether it be to the memoirs of the prelate or to the overfight of 
the editor that this error is to be attributed ; an error certainly not injurious either to religion or to fociety. 
But with regard to thofe indecent allufions and the odious parallel which the author draws on the occafion 
between the fuperftitious obfervances of the Siamefe and the pra (diets authorized or preferibed by our holy 
religion, it is to he concluded that he has confulted the repertory of the modern phiofophy rather than the 
memoirs of the venerable mifiionary prelate, who, after having preached and teftified to the faith among idola- 
trous nations, has juft gone once more acrofs the feas with an infirm body weighed down with the load of 
fixty years, in the hope of ftill {hatching fome more victims from hell. 
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fig is a delicate fruit. The fubflance of the banana is hard and farinaceous ; that of the 
banana fig is foft and pulpy. 

The lolo-tree is a tree which grows to the height of twenty-five or thirty feet on a 
proportional trunk. They do not give themfelves the trouble of planting it ; the pippins 
of its fruits calt by chance reproduce it in great quantities around the villages. If its 
root alone be injured it withers and dies. Its fruit, which the negroes call lolo, and we 
papaya, has an agreeable and faccharine tafte ; it pretty much refembles in colour and 
fize our green melons ; but it has not a fimilar tafte ; and it enclofes a greater quantity of 
pippins. The lolo is of the number of thofe fruits which belong to the firft paffenger 
who thinks proper to gather them. The miflionaries ufed to make a pretty good 
foup of it. 

The orange and citron trees grow very fine in thefe climates, and produce excellent 
fruits, but the culture of them is entirely negle&ed ; and there is but a very fmall number 
of them to be feen in and about the villages. 

The cazou is a fruit of the fize of a melon, which holds fifteen or twenty red oblong 
nuts, nearly of the fize and form of a pigeon’s egg ; their fubftanceis farinaceous and 
very nourifliing. The negroes never negleft to carry fome with them when they go a 
journey ; a moderate quantity of thefe nuts will ferve for their fubfiftence during a whole 
day. Apparently they are a fpecies of the cacao, but the beholder is not within reach 
to verify this conjecture by infpecting the ftalk. 

The tonga is an oblong fruit of the fize of an egg, which enclofes a quantity of pip. 
pins of the fize of a lentil. From fifty to a hundred grow upon one ftalk two or three 
feet high. The tamba differs only from the tonga by being flat inftead of round. The 
fruit grows in Provence; it is there called berengtnne. 

There is found in the kingdom of Kakongo a tree about ten fret high, which in 
the feafon of drought bears peas little different from ours in the pod, grain, or even in 
the tafte. 

The tomata is a fmall fruit of the fize and colour of a cherry ; the negroes ufe it 
as an ingredient in their ragouts as we ufe onions in ours, but it is from motives of 
economy and for the fake of filling up rather than of feafoning ; this fruit, abfolutely 
infipid of itfelf, imbibes the tafte of the fauce without communicating any to it whatever ; 
it grows on a fhrub. 

The pimento is another fhrub, which grows to the height of four or five feet ; its 
leaves, pretty much refembling thofe of the pomegranate, are of the fined green. Its 
fruit is a grain very like that ofbarley in fhape, but thicker and of a dazzling red. This 
fimib charms the fight when it is covered with fruit ; the fruit is the pepper of the 
country ; the negroes put a great deal of it in xnoft of their fauces ; but it is fo violent 
that it bums the tongue and palate of the Europeans to fuch a degree as to make the 
fltin peel off. 

There are found in many wet and marfhy places fugar can'es of the fame fpecies with 
thofe of St. Domingo, but the negroes have no idea of cultivating them ; they fuck the 
pith of thofe which they find, and fome individuals make a trade of collecting them to 
cany to market. ° 

On the plains are feen bafilics which differ from ours by the height of their ftalk, 
which may be about eight feet. ^ 

The cotton-tree is a fhrub of the height of five or fix -feet ; it bears a fort of large green 
fruits, which are clad with a down of about a line in thicknefs-; this down is the cotton. 
When the fruit is ripe it opes and difplaysfeveralrows of pippins, the remainder is good 
for nothing. . The negroes fuffer the cotton alfo to perifli, although it would not prove 
inferior in point of quality to that of America. 

8 No 
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No vine has been feen in the country ; but there are fj:v.e in feversi provinces 
beyond the Zaira, and they thrive there very well. The fr.il of Losrrc, Czxongo, and 
other circumjacent kingdoms perhaps would not be lefs favourable to it; hut the 
women, who alone take charge of the culture cf the earth, ur.d v. ho are already weighed 
with labour, do not care to augment their talk by planting the vine, the juice of 
which, moreover, would not be for them but fcr their 

The fruit trees frequently bear fruits and flowers at the fame tine, and in all 
feafons ; the greater part refume their budding in arid foils and even in the greateil 
drought. 

The trees of the for efts are covered with leaves at all feafons ; the old ones fall only 
to give place to the new ones ; fome produce fruits fit for eating, ethers are perennially 
covered with fterile flowers, which fcatter around, to a great diitance, the moft agreeable 
odour. There occurs in the kingdom of Jomba, which is to the north of Lcango, a 
forefi of red dye-wood. Among an infinite variety of trees of different hinds there is not 
to be found a fingle one refembling thofe we have in Europe. There are fame of fuch 
prodigious girth that at a diitance the beholder would take them for towers rather than 
for trees. The negroes fell thofe only of middling fine ; they hollow them into canoes 
of a fingle piece, which we call pyrogues, with which they go a fiffiing to fea and on 
the rivers. 

Some of thefe trees are tender and fpungy ; they would refill the hatchet like the bark 
of the cork-tree ; but they might ealily be cut with a well-whet fabre ; others are of a 
very hard wood. There are fome to be found which, at the end of a few months after 
they have been felled, harden fo much that they make anvils of them for forging red 
hot iron ; it would be an ufelefs attempt to drive a nail into the wood with a hammer. 
The greater part of phefe trees perifh by age and decay ; no one thinks of felling them, 
for no one would kftow what ufe to make of them. 


CHAP. VI . — Of the Animals. 

THE inhabitants of thefe countries, certain of always finding manioc in their garden, 
trouble themfelves very little about what they might procure wherewith to make good 
cheer. They prefer to found their hopes for the kitchen on the fortune of hunting or 
fiffiing, for days of banquet and regaling, to giving themfelves the labour of rearing 
at their houfes, cattle which the officers of the king ought at any i nftan t take away. 
They rear pigs, goats, andfheep. Their pigs are fimaller than ours; their goats yield 
no milk ; their fceep bear na fleeces of wool like thofe of European climates ; in other 
refpe&s they quite refemble them. 

They have ducks which bear crells, and are twice as large as ours ; but their fowl* 
are very fmall ; they do not eat the eggs, becaufe, they fay, with a little patience an 
egg becomes a chicken. According to the fame principle they fay that the Europeans 
ought to pay them as dear for a couple of eggs as for a couple of chickens ; they however 
make fome fmall abatement in the price, and if you bargain with them, too much they 
anfwer coolly that they will wait until their eggs become chickens. It is in vain to objeQ: 
to them on the fcore of what thefe chickens will coll them before they are good to eat, 
becaufe they do not fatten them ; the mother takes them away with her into the plain, 
where they live with her at large like other birds. Thofe who fay that for the value of fir 
fous thirty fowls may be had in the kingdom of Loango, are as grofsly miftaken as when 
they pretend that fowls are fold at a piftole a-piece in the kingdom of Congo; but I 
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doubt not that they deceive anybody ; there is no reader credulous enough to rely on 
the teftimony of an hiftorian, when he tells him that thirty fowls which fell for a hundred 
crowns in one kingdom are fold for fix fous in the neighbouring kingdom. 

Dogs and cats are to be found in this country. The cats have a longer muzzle than 
ours ; the dogs do not bark. A miffionary faw on the confines of Loango a bay horfe 
which was bounding over the plain ; he was of good height, and very handfome ; he fuf- 
fered himfelf to be approached very clofely. At the moment when the miffionary was 
regarding him, the mini (ter for foreign affairs v;as coming by ; he ftopt and told the 
miffionary that he knew that the horfe would be very life fill to him in the journey he 
propofed to take through the country ; that if he liked he might make, a good bargain 
of him. The miffionary agreed to it, on condition that he ffiould deliver it to him ; 
but the difficulty of getting to put the bridle on him terminated the bufinefs. The 
tradition is, that the king of England formerly fent two horfes, a male and a female, to 
the king of Loango ; that this prince, after having examined them, ordered them to be fet 
at liberty ; that from that time they had wandered over the plains and forefts, where 
they bred young ones ; that the horfe, which was fometimes feen near Loango, was the 
laft of his fpecies, the others being dead of old age, or having been worried by thetygers. 

The plains feed a number of animals of all kinds ; quadrupeds, birds, and infects. No 
hares or rabbits have ever been feen there ; but there are two or three forts of partridges 
to he found; fome of them have plumage of the brightefl red ; thofe of every kind are 
as big as our hens. The quails and larks have nothing which diftinguilhes them from 
thofe of Europe. Only one kind of pigeon has ever been feen there ; its plumage is 
green, but its claws, beak, and eyes, are of a fine red. There is a certain bird of the lize 
and pretty nearly the form of a turkey, but has a larger head, and bears, inflead of a 
creft, a pierced horn like a horn at trictrac. A negro came one darto the miffionaries 
to offer them for fale an aquatic bird, which was much larger than tftfe largeft that we fee 
in Trance ; he had his load of it ; but hearing them anfwer that they would not buy it, 
he did not leave them much time to examine it ; they only faw that it had a neck as long 
as an arm, and that it was as big as a Iheep. The eagles are like thofe which are fhown 
in our fairs. The crow differs in no relpecl from ours. There is a variety of other 
birds of prey. At the feafon when the negroes fet fire to the grafs on the plains they 
are feen to fly over the flames. If they perceive any animal which has fuffered itfelf to 
be overtaken by the fire, they pounce on him with impetuofity, and carry him away 
half roafted, without getting their wings at all damaged by the blaze. There are 
many nocturnal birds. The owl is as big as a turkey. The cuckoo is called ccucou ; it is 
a little bigger than ours, and refemblesitin plumage, but flags differently: The male 
begins to chant cm. coo , coo, mounting one note above another with as much precifion 
as a mufician would found his at, re, mi. When he has got to the third note the female 
takes it up, and afcends with it to the o&ave ; and they always recommence the 
fame long. The fwallow is the fame with that which we fee in Europe, but its flight is 
more uniform. 

The fparrows breed numeroufly; they fly in flocks like ours ; they chirp in the 
feme way; they are a little finaller, their plumage is finer andfofter, and it fhines like fatin. 

The grafshopper is of the fize of a fmall bird. It has a piercing and importunate 
cry j it makes a great noife in the air ; you would think by the beating of its wings 
that a bird of prey was hovering around. Another infeft, of the fize of a May-bug, is 
of the greateft utility in fo hot a climate ; it is thefcavenger and duilman of the whole 
country. -It labours with indefatigable affiduity to collect all the filth that might 
infefl: the air, and makes fmall balls of it, which it hides very deep in holes which it 
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has dug in the earth. It breeds in fufScient numbers to keep the towns and villages 
clean. 

The fliining or fire-fly flies by night, and bears a pretiy fl.rong light. It might be 
taken in a dark night for one of thofe exhalations which we call falling frnrs. The rr.if- 
fionaries have examined fome which came to reft on their huts ; they remarked their 
bodies were of the fize of cur glow-worms, and that near the wings they did not differ 
greatly from them in fliape ; which inclined them to judge that thefe infects might be a 
variety of the fame fpecies. 

< The grafs of the plains ferves as a retreat to an infinite number of rats of different 
kinds ; the iargeft cf which are of the fize of our cats. Here are alfo frogs and toads 
larger than curs ; and a lhail of the fize of one’s arm. 

The woods are filled with all kinds of animals. The elephants of the country differ 
only from thofe which have been defcribed to us by being in general fmaller. Their 
Iargeft tufks weigh only from fifty to fixty pounds. The negroes do not dread them, 
and they never hunt them. The tufks they fell to the Europeans are thofe which they 
have found in the woods. The ivory of Loango is in great repute for its fmenefs 
and whitenefs. 

The miflionaries have obferved in palling along a foreft, the track ofsin animal which 
they have never feen ; but it muft be monitrous, the prints of its claws are feen on the 
earth, and formed an imprefuon on it of about three feet in circumference. In cbferving 
the pofture and difpofition of the footfteps, they concluded that it did not run in this part 
of its way, and that it carried its claws at the diftance of fevea cr eight feet oae from 
the other. 

The lion refembles thofe of middling fize which are feen in Europe. 

The tyger is mudi more dreaded in thefe countries than the lion ; there are two 
fpecies of them, without reckoning the tyger cat, which eats field mice, the young of 
birds, and fometimes fowls and ducks. The tygers of the firft fpecies are called tygers 
of the woods, the others grafs-tygers, from the place where they are accuftomed to 
prowl for food. The grai's-tvgers are of the fize of our great dogs ; they hunt rats 
and other animals which lurk in the grafs, which the uncultivated lan d* produce ; they 
fometimes approach the huts by night to carry away fowls and other dcmefiic animals j 
but they take to flight as foonas they perceive a man. The wccc-tvger is much bigger 
and taller than the former. He makes prey on the ftrcngefi animals, fuch as buffaloes 
and deer ; he couches for them as they pafs, leaps cn their croup, tears them with his 
claws and teeth and never leaves hold until he has made them fall beneath him; when 
this carnivorous animal is prefled by hunger, he comes cut of the woods, and prowls by 
night round the villages, feeking to devour dogs, pigs, fhec-p, and goats. 

Near the place where the miflionaries are fettled, one cf thefe tygers having fallied 
forth at dufk from a neighbouring foreft, carried off a little child whom his mother 
was bringing from the fields on her back ; he then precipitation to devour his 

prey in the foreft. It is not fafe to pafs alone through a wood, without being well 
armed. The tyger has a keen fmell and piercing fight ; he icents a man from a great 
diftance ; if he fees him alone and unarmed, he draws near to attack him ; other- 
wife he fliuns the encounter. It is very rare that a hunter perceives him withia 
gun-fhot. 

When a negro has killed one of thefe tygers, he walks about, as if in triumph, among 
the villages, fuppoited and attended by his friends ; he then carries the befit to the 
chief, who immediately pays him a reward propofed by the government, for him who 

diminifhes the number of fanguinary animals. "When a tyger has devoured fome 
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animal in a village the peafaats are fare that he will not efcape them the following night ; 
they tie the remains of his prey (if he has left any) to a flake ; or they lay a new bait for 
him ; they tie cords to it, which communicate with guns di'fpofed in fuch a manner 
that they muft neceffarily difcharge themfelves on the tyger, if he comes to . bite at the 
bait ; he feldom fails to return on the following night ; he falls by his own means. 
The difcharge of the guns is the fignal which bids the negroes go and difpatch him, 
fhould he be ftill alive. 

The buffalo is not reckoned among the domeflic animals as in China ; he is wild and 
ferocious : he wanders in the woods and defart plains, which he caufes to refound with 
his difagreeable lowings and roarings ; he is rather taller than our common oxen ; from 
which, in other refpefts, he does not effentially differ. The buffalo does not flee before 
the hunter ; and if the latter miffes his aim, andhasnot time to climb a tree, he is inflantly 
tom to pieces. When this animal cannot wreak his vengeance on him who has 
wounded him, he runs about feeking a chance victim for his fury. Woe to the firfl 
paffenger whom he perceives, man, woman or child ; it is all over with him ! Of a fata- 
lity of this kind, the miffionaries were once witneffes. One of thefe buffaloes having 
fallied from the woods, turned on a woman who was buffed in cultivating her field ; 
he threw her on the ground, and never quitted her until fhe had expired in a molt 
tragical way. 

The wild-boars multiply flowly ; they feed on the roots of trees and tender wood j 
they are ffnaller and lefs ferocious than thofe which feed on acorns in our European 
forefts. 

The animal which the Negroes denominate a wild dog is a fpecies of > wolf, which 
much refembles thofe we fee in France ; as he does qot hold rule over the woods he 
is more modeft than ours ; a man never fears to encounter him. He does not bend his 
view on the larger prey, thefe he leaves to the lion and the tygaf, who do not even 
fpare him when he falls under their paws ; for want of other food he fometimes browfes 
grafs, and eats roots like a goat. 

The monkies feclude themfelves generally in the interior of the foreftj they feldom 
walk on the ground ; they are always feen perching on the higheft trees. This however 
does not hinder them, whenpurfued, from making a deal of way in a lhort time, leaping 
from branch to branch and from tree to tree. The negroes aim lefs at killing the 
monkies than at taking them alive, to fell to the Europeans. The way to take th em 
is to ftrew at the foot of the trees, whither they are want to retire, fuch fruits as they 
znoft relifh, under which the finares are laid. The ape has always her young one at her 
fide ; fhe carries it with her when fhe is purfued, and never abandons it but when fhe 
is mortally wounded. There are in the forefts of this country baboons four feet high j 
the negroes affirm that when they are hard pufhed they come down from the trees 
with flicks in their hands to defend themfelves againil thofe who are hunting them, 
and that very often they chafe their purfuers. The miffionaries never witnefled tiffs 
fingularity. 

The roebuck and deer are not rare in the forefts j they differ in no way from thofe of 
Europe. The deer are fmaller than ours and have no homs j the privation of this attri- 
bute is of great advantage to them in the thick forefts, where they are continually liable 
to be hunted by carnivorous animals. 

On the plains may be feen bounding along a flag, whom the fmallneis of his make 
raiders an objedt of great curiofity, He refembles at all points the flags of the country $ 
like them he wants homs, he has a forked foot, a fine and limber leg ; he is nearly as 
big as a hare, but fiend erer ; his fize is from twelve to fifteen inches. Although he runs 

very 



M-OYART’S HISTORY OF LOANGO, &C. 559 

very light, he is fometiines caught by hand. His me ft ordinary retreat is among the 
long grafs of untilled lands, "which are to him what the trees of the forefts are to the 
others. When the negroes perceive him they take up a great quantity of cover, and, 
doling by degrees, hem in the flag. When this little animal fees himislf furreunded, 
he no longer thinks of efcaping, but fuffers himfelf to be taken ; but he is unable to furvive 
the lofs of his liberty ^ if he be not killed he foon dies of grief, or he kills himfelf againfl 
the bars of the cage in which they have confined him ; his flefh affords delicate eating. 

The forefts are filled much more than the plains with an infinity of birds cf the 
pretdeft plumage ; but richnefs of colour is all they poffefs, one never fees enough of 
them ; one hears too much of them ; their fong is feeble and broken ; even, the night- 
ingale does nothing but warble ; he is larger than ours. 

Pheafants and guinea-hens are very common. Parrots and parroquets are not more 
rare : the negroes take them from their nefts to fell the Europeans. 

They diftinguifh two kinds of turtle-dove ; there is one not larger than a thrufh 
which has afh-colcured plumage ; the other is of the figure and fize of ours j fhe has 
the fame plumage, and her wing is the fame. 

The negroes do not yet know the art of domefticating bees, and making them labour 
on their account, by procuring abodes for them. The forefts are the Ordinary retreat 
of this induftrious infect. The hollow of a tree ferves him for a hive, and he there 
depolits his combs. The bees of Africa work like the bees of Europe ; and from 
flowers entirely different extract the fame honey and the fame wax; without having 
their model communicated they copy it perfectly. On both hands there is the feme 
wifdom in the preparations ; the feme regularity in the proportions, the fame activity 
in the execution ; there is no difficulty in perceiving that they are inftructed by the feme 
mafter. The honey. .which they yield is very delicate ; the negroes make a regale of 
it ; they fuck the comb and throw away the wax. They do not ftifle the bees to obtain 
their honey ; they make fire under the tree whole hollow ferves for their retreat. The 
fmoke makes them come put ; the honey is then taken ; the bees then re-entex the 
fame tree, or feek a dwelling elfewhere. 

Here are ants of feveral fpecies ; there is one much larger than ours, fhe has 
equal forefight and application to labours ; and it is in this country that one might 
more effeSually than in any other fend men to his fchool, in the words of the Sage. 
Thefe infects in the time of drought eagerly gather food for their fubfiftence during the 
rainy l’eafon. In order to defend themfelves againft the inundaiions, they build, by 
dint of labour, fmall houfes of glazed earth (potters’ clay) which acquire almoft the 
folidity of ftone. The negroes, on overturning them, make chafing difhes of them, 
which are much like our earthen chafing diflies, and they have no others. 

In the thickeft forefts, where the rays of the fun never penetrate, there are many fer- 
pents. The moft common is that which they call the ferpent Boma, which is about fifteen 
feet long, and thick in proportion ; fometimes there are fome found of much larger fize. 
They told the miffionaries that fix months before their arrival in the country a little child 
had gone to the woods to take birds nefts (almoft the only occupation of children) ; his 
father finding that he tarried long, armed himfelf, as if For the chafe, with his fabre and 
his gun to go and feek him ; on advancing into the foreft by the moft frequented read he 
perceived a ferpent of enormous fize ; not doubting that he was the murderer of his foa 
he attacked and killed him. Having opened the carcafe he found the child, enclcfed in 
its belly as in a coffin ; it was dead, but had received no wound. The negroes eat the 
ferpents which they kill, and the flefh is not bad. When the Europeans afk them why 
they feed on thefe animals ? they themfehres afk, why the Europeans do not feed on 

them?. 
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them? and they add, that if there is an animal which they ought to eat, it is ir.eii cer- 
tainly that which feeks to eat them. 

The rivers breed fine filh in great quantities ; that which the; 7 fi ill from the fiream of 
the Zaire is very delicate. There are alfo filh-breeding lakes in this country ; there is cr.e 
near the village of Kilonga, where the millionaries formed their firft eflabli&mear. It 
abounds in fifli of feverai fpecies- Its carps are fimilar to thofe of our rivers in France, 
but more delicate. They filh up fine eels, which are much different from oars ; they 
have a flat and very thick head ; their teeth are not edged ; and they much referable in 
form and fize the grinders of a man. Some rivers breed fnakes, which are like fmall 
ferpents. 

The fea coaftsare frequented by regular profeffed filhermen ; they take moll gene- 
rally a great quantity of ray and foies of different kinds. Although they embark only 
inperogues they fometimes take very large draughts and great fifn. I have had in my 
hands a jaw which mull have belonged to a monftrous £ fh ; its teeth are twenty-four lines 
in circumference by twenty-nine in height ; they are fined in fockets twerL;*two fines in 
depth; they are pretty well-edged at the extremity. ^ \ 

On the coafts of Loango there is a fpecies of mifchievous fifli, which often occcafions 
dlamage to Europeaa captains ; it has a head three times as large as that of an ox ; it 
has a great paffion for _ Having barks and canoes ; it approaches the places where the 
vefiels are at anchor ; it raifes its neck above the water ; and if it perceives a canoe it 
darts up to it with impetuofity ; ftaves it at the firll onfet with its head, and takes to 
flight ; it difdaxns the perogues ; and never attacks them. 

The nets of the negroes are wrought much in the fame way as thofe of our fifliermen ; 
they make them of a flax filament, which would not yield in ftrength to the beil hemp ; 
and this they procure from the banana-tree and from the bark of fbme other trees. It is 
not their practice to fait their filh, in order to preferve it. They ISty it in the fun ; if it 
be hot enough ; but more frequently they fmoke it, v 

CHAP. YU, — Societies. 

THE people of thefe countries, like ourfelves, inhabit towns and villages, and they 
prefent a moft Unking image of the origin of fociety. They are not drawn together fo 
much by reciprocal wants as by ties of blood, which hinder them from feparating. The 
families do not difperfe, as with us, fo that in the fame town and even in the fame 
village you difcera an infinite number of little hamlets, which are fo many families, e ach 
having its patriarch for a prefident. A family which finds itfelf too crowded and does 
not wifti to confound itfelf with the neighbouring one, may go and fettle on the firll 
piece of land which is not already occupied, and there found a hamlet ; it is the affair of 
a Angle day, in a country where the father of a family is able, with the help of his wife 
and children, to carry away at one journey his houfe and all his furniture, goods and 
chattels. The heads of families are the firll judges of them. "When anydilpute has 
arifen among them, they confront the parties ; and after hearing the pleadings on both 
nde^ they pronounce a fort of fentence in juridical form. This domeltic tribunal is the 
model of the other fuperior tribunals. The laws do not allow a woman to appeal from 
the fentence of her hulband, nor a fon from the judgment of his father ; indeed, they never 
think of doing fo ; but in the fequel we fhallfee that from the tribunal of the chief of 
^ U,, ^ ler ®* s 3 power of appeal to the governor of the province, and, laftly, to 
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The country is not equally peopled throughout ; the towns and villages are moil 
frequent along the banks of the rivers, the frreamlets. lakes and the fountains ; becaufe, 
doubdefs, water being one of the moft efiential neceSaries of life, they who have the 
choice of land give the preference to that which offers it naturally, and leave the care of 
digging w?lls to the laft comers. Thofe great and fuperb towns which are to be feen, 
all built along rivers, have had no other origin ; and if we could interrogate the rirff 
founders of Paris, they would anfwer that in erecting their huts on. the fkmejfpcts where 
we have fince conftruded palaces, they, like the people in queftion, thought of pro- 
curing a fupply of healthy water to quench their third and waih their flocks ; and bad not 
the fmalleft idea of building a town, ftill lefs of kindling its future fplendour by the eafe 
afforded it of extending its commerce. 

The towns are, properly fpeaking, only great villages ; they differ from them fclely 
in containing a greater number of inhabitants. Grafs grows in them, as in the villages ; 
the flreets are merely narrow path-ways. A great town is really a labyrinth ; whence a 
llranger cofe . never get out if he had not the precaution to take a guide with him. 1 he 
citizens have nothing which diftinguifhes them from villagers ; they are neither better 
clothed nor better lodged. The female citizens of the capital go to work in the fields 
like the peafant girls of the fmalleft hamlet. 

The vafl foreft of which we have been fpeaking would furnifh the negroes with the 
means of lodging and fheltering themfelves very commodioufly, if they would only give 
themfelves the trouble ; they might even, for want of ftone, which is nowhere to be found 
in this country, make ufe of bricks, which might be worked from almoft all the kinds 
of earth which the land contains. The woods would fiipplythem with the fuel necsf- 
fary for burning them ; but they are in no humour to take fuch great pains for a 
dwelling. Their howfes, which we call huts, are fmall cabins made of rufhes or 
branches pretty {kilfuily interwoven. The covering correfponds to the ftructure ; it 
confifts merely of leaves ; they ufe in preference thofe of the palm-tree, which are of 
fufficient confiftency to refill ror feveral years the rains and the viciffitudes of the 
weather. The door of the houfe is worked into one of the gable-ends, which they take 
care fhall not be expofed to the wind in the rainy quarter. Ihe people know not the 
ufe of windows. It is well known that we ourfelves, not long ago, had only very imall 
ones, as many of our ancient caftles fufficiently evince. Even now in many of our pro- 
vinces old huts are found which admit the light only by a little door cut in the roof. 

Any perfon in want of a houfe, goes to market with his wife and children. He buys 
that which fuits him. Each one takes an article or piece according to his ftrength, and 
they go to put it in order. To hinder it from being blown down by the wind they tie 
it to {takes driven deep into the ground. A houfe of this kind has nothing difegreeable 
in its appearance ; it is a fort of large bafket turned upfide down. The rich and 
knowing ones fometimes have their dwellings worked with a deal of art, and lined with 
mats of different colours, which are the ordinary tapeftry of the country. 

They who tell us that the inhabitants of Loango make beams to their houfes of the 
palm-tree have no idea of fuch habitations ; and they know not that if they wifhed to 
erect edifices fimilar to ours they might find timber of every kind in their forefts, much 
preferable to the palm-wood for this ufe : The king of Loaago’s palace, as feveral 
authors defcribe it to us, bears lefs refemblance to the real abode of that prince than cur 
palace of the Thuilleries bears to the convent of the Capuchins. They affign to this pre- 
. tended palace the extent of one or dinar y town, yet it is compofed only of five or fix hots, 
rather larger than thofe we have been fpeaking erf $ while the towns, on the contrary, 

contain thoufands of them. „ 
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CHAP. YHI. — The Chara&er of the People. Their Vices and Virtues. 

THE author of the General Hi/lory of Voyages expatiates greatly on the manners of thefe 
people, and alfo on their cuftoms and ufages. In his collection he hasinferted different 
relations of what paffes among them ; but after having perufed them one might be led 
to afk if thofe who compofed them had ever been in the country ? It is from this common 
fourcethatfeveral writers of our days have drawn the errors which they have publilhed 
refpe&ing the inhabitants of this -country, and they have given us, doubtlefs uninten- 
tionally, imaginary portraits for indubitable fa&s. The more judicious among them, 
it is true, fhockedat themanifeft contradictions which they meet in each page of thefe 
relations, have contented rhemfelves with extracting what appeared to them the molt 
probable ; but even the little they have extracted is too much for any one who wants 
nothing but truth, andisfuffident to demonftrate to any one who has lived among thofe 
people, that they have not been painted to the life. 

No one can thoroughly know the genius of the people without ftudying it, and fuch a 
ftudy is not the work of a few days. A traveller, fuppofing one in good eameu, whb travels 
with his journal in his hand through an unknown country, the language of which he does 
not underftand, cannot acquire any thing but a very fuperficial knowledge of the people 
who inhabit it. If by chance he fhould for feyeral days in fucceffionbe witnefs of fome 
traits of cruelty and perfidy, he will reprefent the people as cruel and perfidious. If he 
fhould have taken another route, and witneffed fome acts difplaying oppofite virtues, he 
pafles an eulogium on. their love of juftice and humanity. 

The relations of mariners are not always truftworthy, and ought not to fix our judg- 
ment on thismatter any more than thofe of a traveller fuch as I am^fuppofing. Not only 
does their bufinefs deprive them of leifure to become obfervers, they are not within the 
reach of becoming fuch ; having no conneftion with any except the fmall number of 
trafficking negroes who, from a fpirit of gain and a greater facility of fatisfying their 
paffions, have corrupted the virtues which diftinguilh the bulk of the nation. 

Itmuft be confeffed that thofe who dwell along the coafts, and the onlyperfons who 
frequent the Europeans, appear inclined to fraud and libertinifm ; but can we reafonably 
conclude from that, without further examination, as moll hiltorians do, that irregu- 
larity and double dealing are vices common to all ? We fhould laugh at the fimplicity of 
an African who, after having paffed fome time at Paris without ever going a league from 
the town, fhould go and tell his own countrymen that our country people do nothing but 
drink, dance, and divert themfelves ; becaufe in traverfing the villages in the neigh- 
bourhood of the capital he might have heard the noife of inftruments, and feen written on 
the wall “ here they keep weddings and feqfisP This barbarian would judge of our 
nation as we judge of his. 

Although the kingdom of Congo borders upon thofe of which we are now {peaking, 
we have no right to judge of its inhabitants by comparifon, and attribute to the one 
what we know of the other. There may have been a time when thefe people refembled 
each other, but that time is no more. No one can deny that the ftay which the Portu- 
guefe have made in Congo mult have altered in a great degree the innocence and fim- 
plicity of the maimers of its inhabitants. I fhall however take great care not to impute 
to a holy and divine religion abufes which it condemns, and evils which call forth its 
groans. We muft fhut our eyes to the light of the fun, and be in faS as ill informed in 
hiftory as certain modem philofophers appear to be in this point, to be ignorant from, 
what an abyfs of corruption the Chriflian religion has fnatched mankind. All that can 
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reafonably be concluded from this decline of manners, which has followed the preaching 
of the gofpel in Congo and elfewhere, is, that if it be worthy the zeal of a Chriftian prince 
to favour the propagation of the faith among infidel nations, it is alfo worthy of his pru- 
dence and his duty not to deftroy with one hand what he builds up with tns other, by 
fending on the track of the miffionaries a fet of men who have nothing of the Chriftian 
but the name, which they difhonour, and whofe worfe than heathenifli conduct makes 
the idolaters doubt whether the gods whom they worfhip be not preferable even to 
that of the Chriftian. Religion, fuch is the might of the empire of grace, had never 
ceafed to make fome progrefs in Congo ; and among all the ficentioumefs to which the 
Portuguefe abandoned themfelves, barbarians who had become Chriftians recalled them 
to a fenfe of their duty, and condemned their esceSes by the practice of contrary virtues. 
But fince the natives of the country have driven out the Portuguefe, and they no longer 
receive any but miffionaries amcng them ; the latter find it a much more eafy talk to 
perfuade them, to the practice of evangelical morality. Cardinal Cafielli, prefident of the 
congregation, of the Propaganda, writes from Rome to the prefeft of the miffion of 
Loango, that there are adually more than one hundred thoufand Chriftians in the fingle 
kingdom of Congo. But the Capuchins, who, fince the diilelution of the Jefuits, have 
fucceeded-to the charge of this vaft and laborious million, beginning themfelves to be 
in want of fubjects, this fiourilhing branch of Chriftianity, if the hand which firfl 
formed it do not frill fupportit, runs the rifque of feeing itfelf deftitute in a fhort time 
of the moft needful helps. 

They who give to the negroes of Loango, Kakongo, and other neighbouring Hates, 
the characters and manners of the flaves whom we draw from among them for our colo- 
nies, are the moft grofsly miftaken of all ; fince they judge of a nation by it’ moft deadly 
enemies, and by the moft defperate of its fubjects. If they do fell nslome Caves cf the 
country, they are thofe whom their crimes have rendered unworthy of being citizens. But 
moft of thofe whom we buy are taken in war from other favage nations, and who fym- 
pathize fo little with the people in quellion, that they have never had either peace or 
truce with them. Thofe Haves in general have many bad qualities without any mixture 
of good ones : they mull be made into good men before any thing can be done towards 
making them Chriftians. They frequently preferve during life their native ferocity, and 
the deSpair of flavery feems to clofe their heart againft virtue. 

The miffionaries, fince their fettlement among nations whom the holy fee has confided 
to their zeal, have applied themfelves by living and converfing among them, to the talk 
of afcertaining their genius and manners, their qualities of mind and heart, their vices 
and virtues ; and the refult of their cbfervations feems to me to form a ftrong prepoffef- 
fion for them. 

Thcfe people, generally fpeaking, have no application ; but they feem capable of ac- 
quiring that habit, as it is always neceffity which commands application ; and as they 
have fcarcely any neceffities, it is natural that their minds fhould remain in a fort of 
inertnefs, or that it fhould be never' exercifed except on frivolous objects, which amufe 
without engaging. Thofe who trade, or who have the management of public affairs, want 
neither application nor adivity, and the people themfelves as foon as you prefect to 
them an objed capable of aroufing and interefting them, fuch as religion, will engage 
in and purfue it j as experience has already fhewn. 

Sloth of body with them generally accompanies mental idlenefs. This vice how- 
ever does not neceffarily affect the nation, fince it does not belong to the weaker fer. 
The women, inured from childhood to the hardefl toils of hufbandry, give themfelves 
up to it with indefatigable ardour. The heat, it is true, invites man to repofe, but a 
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powerful filtered: awakes him, and renders him fuperior to the climate and to himfelf. 
Our own country people are never more aflive than in the feafon of the greareft heats, 
becaufe it is that of harvefl. It is known that the people of ancient Latium inhabited 
the mild climate of Italy ; and their patriotifm led them to triumph over the warlike 
hordes of the north. The chriftian religion j which forbids idlenefs, and which is un- 
willing that fociety fliould fupport that perfon who refufes to labour for it, would in- 
fenfibly induce men to labour, as education accuftoms women to it $ this is feen among 
the chrillians of Congo. 

Thefe defeats, which are not irremediable, and which circumftances feem ftill ^ to 
excufe, are moreover amply compenfated by natural qualities and moral virtues, which 
in heathens are truly worthy of admiration. They are remarkable for a found and 
penetrating mind ; when the truths of the Faith are explained to them, fome make 
obje&ions fpecious enough ; others make reflexions full of goodfenfe, or alk ingenious 
questions, which fhew that they perfectly comprehend what is propofed to them. 

They are endowed with a happy memory. The miffionaries faw fome who within a 
month have repeated God’s commandments which they had heard only once recited in 
a public place. They make no ufe however of this faculty, for tranfmitting to future 
ages what paffes among them that is memorable, affu tning as a principle that they 
fhould confine themfelves to what is ftriftly neceffary, as well for knowledge as for 
the wants of life ; they all live, with regard to hiltory, in that indifference which charac- 
terizes the inhabitants of our country places, who know no more of what paffed in 
France under Louis the Great, than under Julius Caefar. If you afk them why they do 
not preferve the remembrance of what has been done by their fathers i they anfwer, 
that it fignifies little to know how the dead have lived ; the main point is, that the 
living Ihould be honeft people. According to the fame principle, they keep no account of 
their age : “ It would be/’ fay they, “ loading one’s memory with an ufelefs reckoning, 
iince it does not hinder us from dying, and gives us no infight into the term of one’s life.” 
They regard death as a precipice to which man haftens blindfold, fo that it is of no ufe 
to him to count his fteps, becaufe he can neither perceive when he comes to the lad, 
nor can he avoid it ; that is no bad excufe for their ignorance and idlenefs. 

The people of thefe countries, men and women, are very fond of talking and finging ; 
whence it would appear that nature is not confident with herfelf ; for all the other 
animals are filent night and day. No fong of birds is heard in the forefts ; the cock 
never awakes his mader, even the dogs cannot bark. But amid this general filence, 
the women as they till the field make it echo with their ruftic fongs j and the menpafs 
their time in telling ftories, and in difcourfing on the moft trifling topics. The after- 
noon is their particular time for holding their affemblies under the lhade of a fpreading 
tufted tree. They fit on the ground in circles, crofs legged. Moft of them have 
a pipe in their mouths. Thofe who have palm wine bring fome with them ; and now 
and then they interrupt thefpeaking to drink a draught, palling the calebafli round.' He 
who begins the converfation fometimes fpeaks a quarter of an hour at a time. Every 
one liftens in deep filence ; another takes up the talk, and they liften in the fame man- 
ner ; no one who fpeaks is ever interrupted. But when he has ceafed to utter his tattle, 
the perfon whofe turn it is to fpeak has a right to oppofe him and utter his own. To 
fee file fury which they throw into their declamations one would think they were dif- 
euflSng the moft thorny fubjeSs, and it is a matter of great furprife when on lending an 
eax, one finds that the argument is a wretched earthen pot or a bird’s feather, or fome 
ridiculous and fuperftitious obfervances. Any one who attends their converfation and 
does not underftand the language, might eafily take it for a child’s play. The have a 
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tifage among them lingular enough, and well devifed for keeping awake the attention 
of the hearers, and give a zeft to converfations in themfelves fo ftale ; when they fpeak 
in public they exprdfe numbers by geftures. He, for example, who would fay, “ I have 
feen fix parrots and four partridges,” fays fitnply “ I have feen * * • parrots and 
* * • • partridges,” and he makes at the fame time two figns, one of which tells for fix 
and the other for four, at the fame time all prefent cry out /car, and the talker goes 
on. If any one would feem puzzled, or pronounces after the reft, they would fuppofe 
him to have been afleep or in a reverie, and he would be confidered impolite. 

Thefe people are very mild. Difputes and conteils are rare among them ; and they 
feldom or never come to blows. If they cannot agree they go and find a judge, who 
reconciles them in an inftant. What a modem Hiftorian fays that the inhabitants of 
Loango immolate their Haves to the manes of their kings, is an affertian dcftitute cf the 
flighteft foundation. They have not even an idea of thole abominable facrifices. 

The trafficking negroes, who inhabit the coafts, are for the greater part miftruftfui and 
felf-interefted, even to roguery. Holding as a principle that all the whites are account- 
able one for another, they would make no fcruple of cheating a Frenchman if they 
could ; becaufe ten years before they themfelves would have cheated the Englilh. But 
rapine and duplicity are by no means the character of the nation. On the contrary it 
is remarked that-thofe who inhabit the interior of the lands, units to a great deal of 
juftice and franknefs, a difintereftednefs which may be called excellive. Theyjtiterally 
follow the precept of the Gofpel, not to take thought for the morrow. They do not 
even furmife that food and clothing ever can fail. They are always ready to flare the 
little they have with thofe whom they know to be in need. If they have been fortunate 
in hunting or fiflring, ot have procured fomething rare, they immediately run and tell 
their friends and neighbours, taking to each his flare. They would choofe to’ftint theia- 
felves rather than not give them this proof of their friendfhip. The reproach of avarice 
is the moft cutting that can be made to any of them, and no fpecies of flattery is more 
agreeable than to praife them for their freedom in giving ; and to fay that they always 
give with open hand. They call the Europeans clcfe jifti , becaufe they give nothing for 
nothing. 

Politenefs is not foreign to them. They anticipate each other with reciprocal de- 
ferences. They are efpecially attentive to the manner of giving and receiving Habita- 
tions. If it be an equal that they meet, they make one genuflection, rife and clap their 
hands. He who meets a man who is markedly his fuperior, proftrates himfelf, bows 
his head, touches the ground with the ends of his fingers, draws them to his mouth, 
and, as he lifts them up, claps his hands. The perfon thus Muted, be it a prince or 
even a king, never avoids returning the falute, making the genuflection and clapping 
hands. 

They are humane and obliging even to ftrangers, and to thofe from whom they have 
nothing to expe& in return. They have no inns among them. A traveller who paffes 
through a village at the hour of repaft, enters, without ceremony, into the firft hut, and 
is quite welcome. 

The mafter of the houfe regales him with the beft he has ; and after he has repofed 
awhile conducts him on his way. The miffionaiies often undertake their joumies with- 
out provifions, or merchandize wherewith to procure any ; they are humanely and 
hofpitably received every where, nor have they ever wanted any of the necefiaries of life. 

The author of the General Hiftory of Ada, Africa, and America, tom. 12 . 
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"When a negro perceives that his gueft does not eat heartily, he picks out the belt morfel 
in the dilh, bites of it, and prefents him the reft, faying “ Eat, and take my word for it.” 
This politenefs is very far from oumnanners, but it is quite true to nature ; one may fee 
two little children in an orchard give and take the fruits that they have firft tailed by 
fetting their teeth in them. 

During the laft war we had with England, a French fliip having run aground on the 
coaft of Loango, two or three failors faved themfelves by fwimming, and retired into a 
village called Loubou- The inhabitants of the place received them kindly, and pro- 
vided generoully for their wants. They lodged, fed and clothed them for feveral years, 
without requiring any labour from them ; all their occupation was to go and walk 
along the coaft, and when they difcovered aveffel, they ufed to inform the negroes, who 
put them into a perogue to go and reconnoiter her. If Ihe was Englilh, they returned 
with great hafte, for fear left their guells fhould fall into the hands of their enemies. 
They conduced themfelves towards the failors in this manner until they found a favour- 
able opportunity of returning to France, without ever expreffing any grudge at the ex- 
penfe which their fojoum occafioned. It was in the very village where this took place 
that the miffionaries heard of it. 

In one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-feven, the prefect of the million received a 
vilit from a naval officer, who faid, thht having learnt that fome French priefts had 
arrived at Loango, he had repaired thither to confefs himfelf, and to render thanks 
unto God along with them, for his having efcaped the molt imminent danger. He told 
them he had embarked in a Slip from St. Malo ; that the captain of it, feeing a floating 
ifland which preffed clofe upon his quarter, had fent out a canoe with four failors, 
to cut grafs on it ; but that they, being drawn by the violence of the currents, had 
ftruggled againft the waves for four days and four nights, without being able to regain 
their Hup j that at length on the fifth day, the wind drove their boat on fttore. Of the 
four failors who accompanied the officer, two had died of hunger and fatigue ; a third 
had expired on the coaft on getting out of the canoe. The officer and the failor who were 
left, trailed on as well as they could to the next village. The inhabitants haftened to com- 
fort them, and treated them very hofpitably in every refpect. When they were difpofed to 
qnit the place, the people allured them that they might Hill ftay as long as they pleafed, 
without fear of being chargeable to any one. They laid in no provifion of food when 
they fet out from Loango j, the people in all the villages where they llopt, offered them 
liberally whatever they wanted ; and this treatment they met with along their whole 
courfe, to the end of their journey. 

Thefe people are poor, compared with us $ but in truth, he who wants nothing is as 
rich as he who has every thing in plenty, and he lives much more contented. In our way 
of life, we fhould think that man the moll to be pided, who had not the means of pro- 
curing a bed to lie on, or feat to fit on : at Loango, it would be fentendng a man to 
actual puniftunent to oblige him to pafs one night in a good bed, or to remain two 
hours in an arm-chair. The Mateia of Kakongo, one of the moll powerful princes in 
the kingdom, has an apartment furaifhed in the European ftyle ; there are beds, com- 
modes, beaufets gamilhed with filver mountings. The prince -offers feats to the Euro- 
peans who go to vilit him ; as for himfelf, he finds it much more convenient to fit on 
the ground, according to the cuftom of the country. With thefe people, nothing is 
known either of houfes of office, cellars, granaries or wardrobes. In entering a hut 
you perceive a mat, which is the mailer’s bed, his table, and his feats ; fome earthen • 
veffels, which conftitute his kitchen tackle ; fome roots and fruits, thefe are his 
belly-provifions. When they take a piece of game or a filh, they make a ragout of 
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it, which Europeans deem deteftable, but to their tafte it is delicious. If hunting or 
filhing furnilhes them nothing for their table, they flick to their roots and fruits ; and 
they always appear content with what they are eating. It a ftraager comes upon them, 
and they have only manioc to offer hi.n, they make no excufs for racking him partake 
fuch poor cheer ; fuppofmg that he ought to think it is becaufe they here homing better 
to offer him. 

Reared in the midft of plenty, or at leaffc in a good opinion of our ewa comforts of 
hf g > _ and of the wealth which procures them, we feel ourfelves naturally lei to 
defpife a people fo Ample and poor ; but if, they themfelves underftarding that we are 
the laborious artifans of a thoufand wants which they never experienced ; if, witneffing 
our delicacies, our profufions, and the luxuries of our tables, they paid us back fcora 
for fcorn, and faid they were wifer than we were, I fhould doubt whether an impartial 
umpire would decide the difference in our favour. 

It is an opinion which daily gains credit, that licentioufnefs of manners among thefe 
people is carried to very diffolutenefs *, thus aver the modern authors who treat on this 
countiy. Pretended travellers, fporting with the good faith of the public, are not afraid 
of dating, that proftitutions, adultery, and the moil monftrous exceffes of debauchery, 
axe tricks of cuftom among them, to fuch a degree, that hufbands themfelves favour 
the lightnefs of their wives, and that the obfequies of their dead are celebrated by 
abominations and infamy. A mercenary writer has little refpect for truth, when he 
finds his account in difguifing it. Such is the cafe here ; he is fure of giving pleafure 
by licentious tales to that numerous clafs of frivolous and libertine readers, who ferae 
with avidity all that feems to ennoble their weaknefs, or to extend over thoufands the . 
empire of thofe paffions which rule them. And notwithstanding, it is after thefe calum- 
nious relations that fyftems are built, and hence we affirm very gravely, that the Chrif- 
tian religion can never be the religion of all climates for the chaftity which it preferibes, 
forms an invincible obftacle to its eftablifhment in torrid dimates, and under the burning 
zone. 

But they, who from the recedes of their cabinets, calculate, after their own way; 
the influence of climate on manners, and who make no difficulty in affiguing (compafs 
in hand) the regions beyond which the worihip and religion of the true God cannot 
be extended ; thofe pretended fages, I fay, ought to take heed how they thus conftitute 
themfelves accufers and judges of the Divinity ; for, fuppofmg that they belong not to 
that horde of madmen, who regard the univerfe as the produdion of a blind agent, or 
the fport of chance, I would only wifh to fay this, to confound them, “ explain to 
us how it could have happened, that he who has ordained times and formed feafons ; 
who has divided the climates and prefided over the general economy of the univerfe, 
fhould have fo ftrangely mifcalculated to his own difadvantage, by offering an abode 
to a great portion of his creatures, in regions where his name could never be known 
aright, and where his law would be defpifed ?” But providence has juilined itfelf 
from this reproach, long before any one thought of making it. No one can be ignorant 
that it was in the hottefl climates that the Chriftian religion operated the greatefl: 
miracles j it was in the midft of the arid deferts and burning lands of the Thebaiis, that 
during many ages, whole millions of foiitary men, before the admiring eyes of the whole 
world, preferved the moft perfect chaftity, and led a life totally angelic. 

But whatever may be the refult of obfervations made on other people, they cannot 
deftroy thofe which the miffionaries have made for many years, on thofe of whom we 
are fpeaking. To fit in true judgment, we mult have feen every thing, calculated 
every thing ; the heat of the climate^ if it is tempered by a fober and frugal life, will 

always 
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always be much lefs hurtful to chaftity, than other ftimulants in the coldeft countries j 
than the wines, the fucculent -viands, the fights, the impaffioned accents of mufic, the 
licentious writings, the affociation and intercourie of young perfons of both fexes j baits 
of voluptuoufhefs which are quite unknown among the people in queftion. They feed 
habitually on roots, vegetables, and fruits ; they drink water j they lie on hard furfacesj 
they axe chafte as it were, by nature, and without the efforts of virtue. They, however, 
attach honour to the practice of chaftity, and frame to the contrary vices. An author, 
cited in the General Hijlory of Voyages, fays, that at Loango they are perfuaded that the 
crime of a maid who has not refined feduftion, would be fufficient to draw down a 
total ruin on the whole country, were it not expiated by a public avowal made to the 
king ; and the fame writer, impelled by I know not what kind of blind bias for calum- 
niating the manners of this people, adds, that this avowal, however, has no thing in it 
humiliating. But it is eafy to judge, that a fault which is deemed fufficiently enormous 
to .provoke the wrath of Heaven, muff condemn to opprobrium and fliame, the culprit 
who is obliged to make the avowal. 

A man, as we ffiall foon fee, may marry as many women as he finds willing to attach 
themfelves to him ; but it is an unheard-of thing for a man and woman to cohabit 
publicly, without bang lawfully efpoufed. There are never feen ia this co untr y, as 
in the great towns of Europe, any of thofe focieties of women, who keep a fchool of 
debauchery. 

They would not fuffer them to traffic fhamefully with their honour, by walking in 
the ftreets j ftill lefs would they be allowed to exercife the infamous trade of feducing 
and corrupting youth. The language, though very rich, offers no term which cor- 
refpdnds with that of a female debauchee ; if is expreffed by a Portugueze word. 

The Hegreffes have, like the Negroes, their arms and bofoms uncovered, efpecially - 
when at work ; but the cuftom is general ; no one thinks of it ; no one is fcandalized 
at it j and it is wrong with authors to have concluded thence, that they brave all the 
laws of modefty. This nudity of a Negrefs, who from morning to night is occupied 
in cultivating die field under a burning fun, is lefs inlidious and lefs fhocking to pub- 
lic decency, in that country, than the half-nakednefs of our court ladies among us. 
Whenever the miffionaries found themfelves among the inhabitants of the country, in 
die paffage of rivers where there are no boats, they obferved, that when a woman 
entered the water, all the men turned away their eyes until fhe had got to the other 
fide ; the women on their part, do the fame when the men pafs. 

The young girls accompany their mothers every where, who require from them 
theftri&eft referve. A youth durft notfpeak to a girl, except in her mother’s prince; 
he cannot make her a prefent except when he a&s her in marriage. A miffionary 
one day met a little Negrefs returning from the fields with her mother ; fhe faid to 
him in the language of the country, and in a jocular tone, « Good day , man of Godr 
Her mother immediately gave her a fevere reprimand for having fpoken to a man, and 
with fo little referve. Dancing is in this country a daily exercife, but the men never 
dance except with men, nor the womenjexcept with women. The fongs of joy, which 
generally accompany their dances, have nothing in them offenfive to modefty. 

CHAP. IX . | — Of Marriages and Alliances. 

POLYGAMY is authorized by the national laws, and it is allowable for a man to 
marnr as many women as he thinks proper j but this liberty which the law allows, 
is reftraiaed by nature. The number of women among them does^not appear to fur- 
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pafe that of the men, perhaps it does not even reach it; fo that a Grandee of the 
country cannot marry twenty women, without placing nineteen of hi; fellow citizens 
under the neceffity of obferving celibacy. Befides, a woman generally prefers the 
advantage of being the foie fpoufe of an individual, to the honour of being the wife 
of a lord, who muft give her a great number of rivals ; thus it is only the rich who 
can ufe the privilege, or rather the abufe of the law, for that is the only name which 
can fuit a difpofition which favours one party in fociety, to the detriment of the other. 
But as the clafs of rich perfons is far from numerous, all the free men, and even naif 
of the flaves ftill find means to marry. Thofe who ftated that the common eft Negroes 
in the country have each two or three wives, w'ould have to reckon beforehand, 
whether the number of Women twice or thrice furpaffed that of tbs men; as thofe 
who allot feven thoufand to a king of Loango, muft have afcertainei that there is that 
number in his whole capital ; this, no one who has been upon the fpot dare affure 
them. 

The fathers and mothers leave to their boys the care of choofing a wife. The 
marriage of the girls is confidered a houfehold affair, which concerns the mother only. 
The wives bring no portion to their hufband ; on the contrary, when a boy wants to 
have a maid in marriage, he goes to find her mother, and makes her thofe prefents 
which he judges will be moft agreeable to her. If thefe prefents, or the hand which 
offers them, do not pleafe the mother, (he refufes them. If {he accepts them, the young 
man immediately prefents gifts to the maid alfo, who is ftill free to receive or reject 
them. The acceptance of prefents on the part of the mother and daughter is equiva- 
lent to a promife of marriage. The nuptials, however, are not celebrated until about 
a month afterwards ; and during that time the girl appears in public, with her body 
painted red, in order that all the world may know, that the man with whom {he is feen 
to cohabit is her hufband. Were not this ceremony previoufly obferved, the marriage 
would be deemed illegal and facrilegious, and the parents of the girl would have aright 
to punifti her with death. The term prefcribed by ufage being expired, the girl wafhes 
away the red colour with which fhe has been flamed, and the nuptials are celebrated 
with dances and ruftic fongs. 

Marriage thus contracted, forms an indiffoluble bond. There are only certain par- 
ticular cafes excepted by the law, which authorize a hufband to divorce his wife ; as 
for inflance, when a princefs choofes him for her hufband. Conjugal chattily is Angu- 
larly refpe&ed among thefe people ; adultery is placed in the lift of the greateft crimes. 
By an opinion generally received, the women are perfuaded that if they were to render 
themfelves guilty of infidelity, the greateft misfortunes would overwhelm them, unlefs 
they averted them by an avowal made to their hufbands, and in obtaining their pardon 
for the injury they might have done. There are ftill fome more faults of which the 
wives think themfelves bound to accufe themfelves to their hufbands. This accufatioa 
is a fort of religious ceremony. The hufband takes care to be always^ eafily to be in- 
treated to pardon his wife for the faults which fhe avows to him ; but if fhe names an 
accomplice, he has a right to profecute and bring that offender to juftice ; and he never 
fails to do fo, efpeeially if the man has earned his audacity fo far as to flain the nup- 
tial couch. When this crime is in agitation, the judge dees not require other proofs 
than the denunciation of the hufband, confirmed by the avowal of the wife ; becaufe 
he fuppofes that this avowal, which condemns her to infamy, cannot but be the cry of 
confcience. She is acquitted of it at the tribunal of the judge, as fhe is before her 
hufband, for the fake of her repentance and fhame ; but it is not fo with the feducer ; 
the law ordains that he fb? H be placed hi the power, and at the diferetion of the man 
vol. xvi. whom 
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■whom he has outraged ; and he becomes his Have, at leaft unlefs he be rich enough to 
ranfom himfelf. It is not to be fuppofed that fuch Haves are at all fpared by their 

mafters. , , 

A princefs has the double right of choofing from among the people, luch a nuibanci as 
fhe thinks proper, even if he be already married, and to oblige hum to -have her alone 
for his fpoufe. As this laft condition generally appears too hard to the princes, it is 
rare that the princefles find any of them willing to marry them, even the commoners 
dread their alliance ; but when it is offered them, they are obliged to accept it, on pain 
of being confbrained by confifcation of body and goods. They have alfo a liberty, 
which none of the women of the people have ; they can divorce a hufband who no 
longer fuits them, and choofe another ; and it does not appear that they need affign 
any other motive for their divorce, than their will. In order that the divorced hufband 
of a princefs may marry, or even take back his former wife, if he had one before his 
marriage with, the princefs, he muft obtain the permiflkm of the king, who is gene- 
rally very free and eafy on this point. 

The little kingdom of n’-Goio acknowledges its dependence on that of L'oango, by 
giving to the king a princefs of the blood, who is not to be the firlt among his fpoufes, 
and has none of the privileges of the other princefles. 

He on whom the princefs fixes her choice to become her hufband, begins by rubbing 
his body with palm oil, and painting himfelf red : this is the firlt exercife of a 
month’s retreat, which he paffes altogether at home, without ever ftepping outfide the 
door. During this time he feeds on the commoneft meat, and drinks only water. At 
the end of the month he wafhes himfelf, and marries the princefs with a great deal of 
magnificence. But the day of his wedding is the laft of his liberty. The hufband of 
a princefs is lefs-her fpoufe than her Have and her prifoner. He engages himfelf, in 
marrying her, never more to look on a woman during the whole time he cohabits 
with her. Never does he go out, unlefs accompanied by a numerous efcort of part of 
his guards before, to drive afide all the women on the road where he is to pafs. 
If, in fpite of thefe precautions, a woman meet him on his way, and lie has the ill luck 
to call his eyes upon her, the princefs, on the depofition of her fpies, may have his 
head chopped off, and fhe commonly ufes this right. This fort of libertinifm, fuf- 
tained by power, often carries the princefles to the greateft exceffes : but nothing is 
dreaded fo much as their anger. Cruelty feems to be their nature, and it might be 
faid, that they wifh to revenge themfelves on all who approach them, of the fort of 
fervitude to which their fex is condemned. 

The condition of other women actually forms a finking contrail with that of the 
princefles. While the latter treat their hufbands as imperious miftreffes ; the former 
are to theirs in a ftate of dependence bordering on flavery. When they fpeak to them, 
it is always kneeling. They alone are charged with the cultivation of the lands, and 
with all in-door work ; it is their bufinefs to provide for their own fubfiflence, and that 
of their children and hufband. 

If a man has many wives, each in her turn drefles his vi&uals, and holds herfelf 
honoured in waiting on him at table, and then in receiving at his hand, the leavings for 
herfelf and children. The hufband, in order not to excite jealoufy among his wives, 
ufes no familiarity with any of them. He always dwells alone in his hut,, and each of 
them in hers, with her children. This reparation of dwelling does not prevent dif- 
ferences from arifing among them now and then, which the hufband, according to the 
ufage of the country, has a right to terminate juridically. On the complaint which has 
been preferred to him, he orders the two rivals to appear together before him j each 

io pleads: 



protart’s HISTORY 07 LOAKCOj &C. 57 1 

pleads her caufe kneeling j whiiil he himfeif fits on the ground with his feet croiTcti. 
After having heard them, he pronounces fenterce ; they retire in f:Lr.ce, teiiifving the 
moft entire fubmiffion to his judgment. It appears, that thofe who rave fivtral wives, 
make fome diftinction among them ; and that force are wives of the f.r't r. rCtr, ethers 
of the fecond order; of the latter clafs there are feme who are truly have:. The lot 
of princes’ wives differs much from that of princefies ; they are net difpe-Jei v,:;h in 
domeftic labour, and they are frequently occupied like others in tr.c cLi.iva.tLa cf 
the lands. 

The hufband commonly is at the charge of giv'r.g drenes to his wife, and main- 
taining her houfe ; he goes a hunting and nfhing. When thofe who have many wives 
have procured a fuffident quantity of game and fifh, they diitribute it among ail :h.ir 
■wives, fcrupuloufly obferving, that the {hares are equal according to the number of 
their children. If what they have taken is not fuffident for all, they divide only with 
her who has charge of the kitchen that day. The commonalty of goods between 
hufbands and wives is not held in this country ; it is attended with too many incon- 
veniences for the ufage of polygamy. As to fucceffions, the children do not inherit from 
their father ; but only from their mother. The goods of the father are reveriitle after 
death to his eldeft uterine brother, if he has one. In defect of brothers, to the eldeifc 
fon of his eldeft uterine fitter, or laftly, to the eldeft fon of his neareft maternal relation. 

Succeffions among the poor, that is to fay, the bulk of the nation, are reduced to a 
houfe, a gun, a fabre, fome wooden or earthen veffels, and a few macoutes ; fometimes 
they are of {fill lefs value. Thofe of the rich, of the princes and kings, confift of 
flaves, cotton cloths covered with filver, coral, fabres, guns, and ether effects drawn 
from Europe. As the king is proprietary of the kingdom, the lands and lordihips which, 
the great hold by the title of government, do not pafs to their heirs, unlefs they pur- 
chafe the preference by dint of prefents to the king and his minifters. 


CHAP. X . — Of the Education of the Children. 

THE fathers take no particular care of the education of their children. They 
content themfelves with infpiring them with a certain vague fear of the Divinity, of 
which they themfelves -have very confufed notions. They induce them by example, 
more than difeourfe, to refpect their fuperftitious practices ; to avoid lying, theft, and 
perjury. They alfo enjoin them to refpea the Ganga or minifters, and the aged. 
They give them leffons as occafion requires. There is no public fchocl among theie 
people, either for religion, or for fciences ; and there are few trades to which they 
ran bind their children. The young girls are as laborious as their mothers. Always 
at their fide, they {hare with them the hardeft toils of the field, and all the cares of the 
houfehold. They go to gather fire-wood in the forefts, and draw water from the river, 
which is frequently a quarter of a league diftant. But the little boys, following the 
example of their father, will take no part in the labours with which their fitters are 
overwhelmed ; and fcarcely do they arrive at years of diferetion,. when they affirms 
the tone of matters over them, as they fee their father do over their mother. A mil- 
fionary one day heard a mother giving a fmall eommiffion to her ion. .. The child was 
only about right years old, but he anfwered gravely, “ Do you think then that I 
am a boy ?” 

Whilft the mother works with her daughters, the boys amufe themfelves. and idle 
away their time with children of the fame age. They play but little ; fometimes they 
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feek fugar-canes, ananas, and other fruits delicious to the tafte ; but their great and 
almoft only occupation, is to go a bird-nefting in the forefts, where they find them in 
great numbers, and of the fineft plumage. They alfo take them in traps and with 
nets, ufing ants’ eggs for baits. Many children there are among us, who would 
more eafily accuftom themfelves to this way of life, than to the feverities of 
ftudy. 

When they are cotne to the age of fifteen or fixteen, they engage voluntarily in 
fifhing ; or they go to the chace as foon as they can find means to purchafe a gun. 
Some of them manufa&ure macoutes, which are little bits of linen cloth, which pafs 
for money in the country. 


CHAP. 31. — Of Arts and Trades. 

THESE people have no knowledge of writing, nor any figns which may (land 
in its head. They have therefore no records but tradition, .which is maintained 
by certain ufages. The arts among them are ftill in their infancy ; they exerdfe thofe 
only which are neceffary to life, and even thofe in a very imperfect maimer. 

Their phyfidans are revered as very eftimable men, quite efiential to the welfare of 
fodety : their art forms part of the religion. They bear the name of Ganga, which in 
the language of the country fignifies minifter. When they come to a patient, they afk 
him where his ailment lies ? and they fet to blowing on the part affected ; after that they 
make fomentations, and tie up his limbs in different places with bandages : thefe are the 
preliminaries ufed in all difeafes ; they know nothing either of phlebotomy or of 
medicines. There are cafes in which they employ fimples of different forts, but only 
topically. The miffionaries could not get to know the virtues of them. They always 
chew fome before they breathe upon their patients, which operation may well, especially 
in external hurts, produce fome natural effedt. The phyfidans of the country know 
alfo a very falutary remedy, in their opinion, for all difeafes j but this they only employ 
in favour of thofe who can afford the expenfe ; when they are -called in to a rich man, 
they take with them all the performers on mufical inftruments they can find in the 
country : they all enter in filence ; but at the firft fignal which they give, the mufical 
troop begin thdr performance j fome are fumiflied with ftringed inftruments ; others 
beat on the trunks of hollow trees, covered with Osin, a fort of tabor. All of them 
uniting their voices with the found of the inftruments, round the patient’s bed, 
a terrible uproar and din } which is often continued for feveral days and nights in fuc- 
ceffion. To an European the remedy would be worfe than the difeafe ; but this mufic, 
which charms the negroes when they are in good health, cannot make them feel, in 
ficknefs, a more difagreeable fenfation than the moil harmonious concert would to one 
of us ; and in this erne the remedy mult certainly not be fo violent as might at firft be 
imagined. Be that as it may, when the ftate of the patient begins to grow worfe, they 
endeavour to draw from their inftruments the moil piercing founds, and maVp the 
whole neighbourhood refound with their cries, as if they wanted to frighten Death and 
put him to flight. If they do not fucceed in this, as it often happens, they confole 
themfelves in the thought, that they have done their duty, and that the relations of the 
defund: have nothing to reproach them with. All the time the choir of muficians- 
remain near the deceafed, the phyficians pay him frequent vifits, and. come at 
ftated hours to adminifter different remedies to him, and to blow, upon his 
pained part. ' 

The 
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The moft common difeafes of thefe climates are fevers, fmall-pox, meafles, and palfy. 
The latter is called the Kang’s difeafe ; the negroes regard it as the punifhment for fome 
attempt meditated againft the king ; the paralytic, however, is never judicially pro- 
fecuted, hecaufe it is fuppofed that Heaven, who has deprived him of the ufe of fome of 
his limbs, has punifhed him according to the degree of his malicious intention ; but 
he is regarded as a wicked citizen. 

The phyfidans prefcribe no particular regimen to their patients ; they order them to 
have every thing they want, either to eat or drink, without any regard to quantity or 
quality ; but if they aflc for nothing, nothing is to be offered them. This method is 
not without its inconveniences, but it may aifo have its advantages. As fccn as the 
patient is dead, or when he is cured, his relations make a gathering on the fpot, for the 
profit of the phvfician who has attended him during his illnefs. When the gatherers 
went to the miflionaries, they generally afked them for European brandy, affuring 
them, that it was the thing which would mofl pleafe the Doctor. 

As the greater part of our difeafes are occafioned by exceffes of the table, the negroes 
who always lead an uniform, fober, and frugal life, are rarely lick, and a great number 
among them, attain an extreme old age. The actual king of Kakongo, named 
Poukouia, is one hundred and twenty-fix years of age. He has always been in good 
health, and it was only in the month of March laft year, that he felt, for the firfl time, 
the infirmities of old age, and that his fight and legs began to weaken ; but his head 
is Hill found, and he habitually employs five or fix hours a day, in adminiftering 
juftice to his fubjecls. The princefs Ma-inteva, his aunt, is about as old, and in equal 
health. 

When the negroes feel themfelves indifpofed, they make a ptifaa of dog’s tooth, 
which is the fame as ours. Thofe who have ailings which do not oblige them to keep 
their bed, go themfelves to the Doftors, who prefcribe to them fome luperftitious 
pra&ices, to which they attribute the cure, which nature herfelf operates. 

Although thefe phyficians, as we have juft now fufficiently fhewn, are no great 
conjurors, the people believe them to be very deeply verfcd in the fecrets of magic ; 
and they alfo do not forbid themfelves the acquifition of the occult fciences, which are 
attributed to them, as well as the commerce, fuppofed to be eftablifhed between them 
and the evil fpirit whom they undertake to appeafe. The children of the Doctors 
fucceed their fathers. 

The miflionaries one day had occafion to fee a negro, the lord of a village, whom 
neither the found of inftruments nor the breathings of the doftors, nor even their 
topical remedies, had been able to cure. His difeafe bore fymptoms quite Angular and 
peculiar ; at the moment when the fit feized him, day or night, he went out and ran at 
random over the plains and through the forefts, making lamentable howlings and cries, 
like one poffeffed with a devil. His eyes were haggard and inflamed, he foamed at the 
mouth, and when he flopped, he appeared fhaken with, violent convulfions, although he 
did harm to no one. The inhabitants of the country, when he was in this ftate, 
dreaded to meet him, more than they dreaded a wild beaft. When thefe fits of fury 
fubfided, the man appeared very rational, and {poke feafibly ; but all that the mif- 
fionaries could draw from him, and what he conftantly told every body, was, that he 
was haunted by a great fpedre, the fight of which fhook him and put him befide himfelf, 
and then he knew not where he was, nor what he did. The miffionaries not being 
able to follow this man, and to examine him in his mad fits, fuppofed that the diforder 
was occafioned by organic derangement j though it is not impoffible that the demon 
who already poffefles the fouls of the wretched inhabitants of thefe countries, may alfo 
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fometimes extend his dominion over the bodies ; and that, by a juft judgment of God, 
he begins to puni(h them, even in this life, for the facrilegious worfhip they paid him. 

We have fpoken elfewhere of agriculture ; it is the women who carry it on. • 
They have no other inflrument of tillage than a little, pointed fpade, which is pretty 
much like the trowels of our xnafons. They who fay they have feen a quantity of 
vine^dreffers in Loango, ought to have feen, that there are no vines in the countiy. 
The men, befides, by an univerfal prejudice, founded no doubt on their indolence, 
would think they degraded themfelves if they tilled the ground. They prefer to attach 
honour to more am ufin g and lefs toilfome occupations ; almofl. all of them are hunters 
and fifhers. A great number are alfo carpenters, if we may give that name to thofe 
who conftru£fc fuch houfes as -we have defcribed. There are alfo fmiths among them, 
as well as potters, weavers, and falt-makers. 

The fmiths get their iron from Europe. To heat it they ufe charcoal. They 
hammer it on anvils made of wood harder than {tone,. There have been feen how- 
ever, fome iinall iron anvils in the King’s forges at Loango. The workmen are flow, 
and not very fldlful ; they make only fmall ware. The hammers they ufe aip no heavier 
than thofe of our upholilerers. Their bellows are of a pretty ingenious make. 

The potters make all forts of earthen veflels, which they bake in the midil of 
a great. fire. They are fafhioned almofl; as well as thofe of Europe, although no 
wheel is ufed. The potters alfo make tobacco pipes, the great confumption of which 
forms a confiderable branch of their petty trade. 

The weavers make their cloths-of a grafs about two feet high, which grows untilled 
in the defert plains, and needs no preparation to be put to work. The length of the 
grafe is the length of the web ; they make it rather narrower than long. This cloth is 
woven like ours ; but they make it on their knees, without fliuttle or loom : having the 
patience to pafs die woof through the threads with their fingers, in the fame way that 
our bafket-makers weave their hurdles. Although they work with fuch quicknefs 
that one can fcarcely follow their fingers with one’s eyes, they get flowly forward. 
The beft workmen do not make more than the length of an ell of cloth in the 
fpace of eight days. 

Their little pieces, which' we call macoutes, ferve as the current money of the country. 
The merchants have no right to refufe in exchange for them the goods they bring to 
market. Befides the common cloths, the negroes make little bags, caps, and other 
articles, fome of which would be admired in Europe for the variety of the defign, 
and the delicacy of the workmanflrip. In the country is found a tree, the innpr 
bark of which is really a cloth, as ftrong and flexible as ours : the negroes ufe it as 
macoutes, and as materials for clothes. 

The peafants of the villages near the fea, are moftly falters. All their art confifts 
in evaporating fea water over a great fire, which depofits the fait at the bottom of 
veflels employed for the purpofe. 


• CHAP, XII. Of the modi of Drfs, and of fome particular -U/agest 

THESE people have no fpecies of veftment which anfwers to our Hurts ; they are un- 
covered dawn to the waifl in all feafons ; ^ and they go always bare-foot arid bare-legged. 
Their drefe confifts of a finall under petticoat which we call pagne, and which refembles 
that worn by our bakers’ boys and brewers’ apprentices. It reaches halfway down the 
teg, fome of them leave along tail to it. The poor make it of their own country cloth y 
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the rich make it of a cotton cloth, or of other light fluffs brought from Europe. This 
petticoat is furmounted with a broad girdle, commonly of redder blue cloth, moft of 
them have only one drefs, which they wear night and day, until it is too much worn or 
too dirty, for they never wafh their clothes. By a ulage very different from ours, the 
men have always caps on, and the women go bare-headed ; they wear their hair, the 
men fhave their heads. The heads of thofe who afpire to glory in apparel, referable 
a parterre ; you fee alleys and figures traced on them with a great deal of fymmetry. 
Allowing for this difference, the women are drefied pretty much like the men ; and the 
author of the General Hiftory of Afia, Africa, and America, has been ill informed, when, 
he fays in Vol. XII. of his work that their petticoats are not furmounted by a girdle like 
thofe of the men ; it is however remarked, that they have lefs inclination than the men for 
glittering ornaments ; on feaft days, for want of jewelry they attire themfelves in rafeades ; 
die rafeade is ahead of glafs, of which chaplets are made in Europe. They make collars 
and bracelets of them, and even put them round their legs : feme men envy them this 
brilliant attire ; but inftead of employing the rafeade in collars and bracelets, they make a 
fort of bandolier cf it. The men as well as the women and even the children carry in 
their girdle afheathed knife, like our head cooks. This knife, which is always well fharp- 
ened, ferves as a razor for their beard, and as feiffars for their poll. A modem hiftorian, 
ill informed on the ufages of the country, fays, that the inhabitants of Loango make their 
bed polls of the palm tree. If thefe people ufed bed polls, they might find in their 
forefts many trees preferable to the palm for this purpofe ; but their bed is merely a 
mat for the poor, and an European carpet for the rich ; this does not hinder them from 
fleeping foundly. The moll diligent are never up before fun-rife, and the greater part 
not till long afterwards. If they have any work to do, it is commonly done before dinner. 
They make only two meals ; the firlt at ten o’clock, and the fecond at night-fall. Al- 
though they tire themfelves very little in the forenoon, they reft almoll the whole after- 
noon ; except when they take a fancy to go a hunting or a filhing, we hate {hewn that 
their moll common paftime, is talk. Many of them play at a game very like our games of 
draughts and chefs ; they amufe themfelves alfo at a hand game, which confifts in beat- 
ing themfelves in cadences quicker or flower, in different parts of the body, fo as juft to 
meet and ftrike at the fame time each other’s hands ; they often gather together in a 
public place, under the {hade of a well-tufted tree, to hold concerts. Each is admitted 
to play his part ; they are lefs harmonious, but more noify than ours. They ufe all forts of 
Itringed inftruments made by themfelves in their own way ; trumpets, fifes, and drums, 
comprife alfo a part of their Symphonies ; they always mirtheir verfes with the founds of 
their inftruments. The more noife is made, the better the piece is performed ; thefe con- 
'certs, which flatter and tranfport the negroes, alfo amufe the Europeans, who cannot help 
laughing at this ftrange refult of an infinity of voices accompanied by hoarfe braying in- 
ftruments of all kinds. If fome of our military mufidans were to land in thefe countries, 
they would become new Orphei, and draw after them the towns and villages 5 but the 
tender and impaffioned airs of our bell opera mufidans would be laughed at. 

Although dancing, is a fatiguing exercife in fuch hot countries, it is much practifed. 
lr is fometimes a diverfion ; but oftener a religious ceremony. The negroes dance when, 
they are in forrow, juft as they do when they are joyful ; at the funeral of their fathers, 
as at their own wedding, the fong ever accompanies the dance ; the moll qualified of the 
troop, or he who can fing bell, begins alone, and the others repeat the fong, and dance 
to it as our provincial peafants do. They have no fongs compofed, they make them 
off hand \ and take their fubject from exiftmg drcumftances. The miflionaries one 
^y heard of a woman, who, dancing on the occafion of her hulband’s death, deplored 
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his lot and that of her children ; Ihe compared the defumEfc to the roof of a houfe, the fall 
of which foon involves that of the whole edifice ; £< Alas ! (cried (he, in her language,) 
the ridge has fallen ; there lies the building expofed to the weather, all is over j the 
ruin is unavoidable.” 

The more remote the negroes are from fweetnefs and nature in their concerts, the 
more fentiment and truth they throw into their dances and ruflic fongs. Be they pro- 
voked by grief, or excited by joy, they are always the faithful expreffion of nature. 
The hearer is moved with them, in fpite of himfelf ; efpecially when he beholds their 
action. Pne day, when two mitlionaries were paffing through a village, they heard of a 
mother whofe fon fome robbers had flolen, and fold as a flave to the Europeans. This 
woman, in the firfl tranfport of woe, Tallies from her houfe diffolved in tears, holding 
her daughter by the hand ; fhe immediately fell to dancing with her, chaunting her 
misfortune in the molt piteous and touching tone. Now fhe curfed the day when fhe be- 
came a mother ; then fhe called her fon, making imprecations againft the wretches who 
had borne him away ; at other times fhe reproached for their mcft cruel avarice thofe 
European merchants who buy from all hands thofe who are offered to them as flaves. 
-Struck by the novelty of the fight, the miflionaries flopped a moment : the fong of the de- 
feated mother, the abundance of her tears, the irregular movement which agitated her 
by turns, even the diforder of the dance — all rendered the fentiment, all expreffed 
nature with fuch energy, that the miflionaries themfelves, pierced with profound grief, 
felt their tears flow and retired weeping. The women, like the men, have their affem- 
blies for diverlion and dancing : but only on feaft days, or when they have finifhed their 
toils of the field, and the bufinefs of the houfehold. They are never confounded with 
the men ; even the wife does not dance with her hufband, nor the fifler with her brother. 
They never wort above three days in fucceffion ; the fourth is for them a general refi 
day, during which they are not allowed to bufy themfelves in tillage. The men, who 
repofe habitually, work flill lefs on that day. They walk, fport, and go to market. The 
miflionaries have never been able to procure from the negroes any explanation of this 
period of four days, which forms their week. They know neither months nor years. 
When they reckon time, which they rarely do, it is by moons and feafons ; thus to 
make them underfland that our Lord offered himfelf for the falvation of men at thirty- 
three years of age, we tell them that he was fixty.fix feafons old. 

It was matter of furprife to fee people who count nothing, not even their age, fhould 
have like us the ufe of numbers, which they carry even to infinity. They begin by nu- 
merating like us, one, two, three, &c. &c. as far as ten « inflead of faying ten, they 
fay tithing, and they continue tithing one, tithing two, tithing three, up to twenty : 
then they fay two lithings, next two tithings one, two tithings two, two tithings three', 
they numerate them as far as nine tithings nine ; then they fay a hundred, and begin 
again ; when they come to ten hundreds, they employ a term which anfwers to a thoufand - 
and they thus continue to numerate as far as millions and milliards. Numbers are 
fometimes matters of entertainment to the fages of the country. 

It is commonly at night-fall that the negroes make their fecond repaft ; it is not 
more fplendid than the firfl. In the evening they light torches, which are of the fize of 
*\°-\ W S °7 1 carr 7 behind carriages ; they are made of an odoriferous gum, 

which diihls plentifully from one of the foreft trees, and which petrifie in rollers. Inftead 
of putting their wick in the torch, they put the torch into -the wick, by invefling the 
rollers with Bax and bits of dry wood. Thefe torches throw up a light fmoke, which 
fpreads an agreeable odour to a great diflance. Althoughthe nights are rfever cold, 
they commonly light a fire in the evening to purify the air, which by the continual ex- 
4 halations 
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halations from the earth, is rendered thick and unwholefome. Their hearth, when no 
rain fails, is in the middle of the conn. That is alfo the place where they take their 
evening repaft. Immediately after fupper they retire to their huts, and lie down on 
their mats, unlefs fome neighbour comes to talk, or they have to dance in honour 
cf a dead perfon, which very often happens ; becaufe they are accuftomed, as we (hall 
fee in the fequel, to dance fcr feveral months for their neareft relatives, and in pro- 
portion for ethers, and each for their friends. On thefe occafions they watch the 
greater part of the right, ar.d £eep by day. 

CHAP. 2 III. — Of t.:s Gnrnanmt, 

THE gcvernmer.t with thefe people is purely defpotic. They fey their lives and 
goods belong to the king; that he may difpofe of and deprive them of them when he 
plenfes, without form of procefs, and without their having any thing to complain of. 

In his pretence they pay marks of refpeft which referable adoration. The indivi duals 
of th £ lower dalles are perfuaded that his power is not confined to the earth, and that 
he has credit enough to make rain fall from heaven : hence they fail not, when a con- 
tinuance cf .drought makes them fearful about the harveft, to reprefent to him that if he 
does not take care to water the lands of his kingdom, they will die of hunger, and 
will find it impoffible to make him the ufual prefents. 

The king, to fatisfy the people, without however compromifing himf elf with heaven, 
devolves the aflair on one of his mini.fi: ers, to whom he gives orders to caufe to fell 
without delay upon the plains as much rain as is wanted to fertilize them. When the 
minifter fees a cloud which he prefumes mull feed rain, he fcews himfelf in public, as 
if to exercife the orders of his prince. The women and children troop around him, 
crying with all their might Give tu rain, give us rain : and he promifes them feme. 

The king, who reigns as a defpot over the people, is often difturbed in the exerdfe 
of his power, by the princes his vafials, many of whom are not much inferior to him in 
force. Thefe princes voluntarily acknowledge their depeadance fo long as the king 
exa&s nothing from them which impairs their privileges or pretenfions j but feould 
the fovereign authority feem inclined to conlirain thorn, they endeavour to withdraw 
themfelves from it by open force and by dint of arms. 

The flaves are not the moft ill-treated perfons in thefe ftates : the king and the 
princes fpare thofe who belong to them, under the apprehenfion, left, having nothing 
which attaches them to their native foil, they feould pafe into the fervice of foreign 
princes, who always very willingly feize the opportunity of augmenting their pof- 
feffions, by alluring to fugitive flaves who are willing to furrender themfelves to them, 
the feme lot and condition in life which they have left. The free negroes are more to 
be pitied, with refpefr to their condition. They are obliged to make prefents to the 
king, in proportion to the number of their flaves, of the lands they till, and the cattle 
they breed. If the king thinks they do not give enough, he fends flaves to their places 
to take what they have. Juft and humane kings do not permit themfelves to make 
thefe cruel exaQdons ; but their minifters, the governors of provinces, and other 
fubaltem officers, often execute them in their name. The people fuffer without com- 
plaining, being perfuaded that the king in defpoiling them, only exerdfes his right, 
and confole themfelves with the thought that they fhall always find a few roots of 
manive to fubftft upon. 
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This fcrm of adminiftration, as it may bo eafilv imagined, ftifies the very germ. of 
emulation ; the arts do not improve, every thing languishes. Even fuppofing the king 
to be foie proprietary of the whole kingdom, it his labjects by paying him a fixed tax, 
in propordon to the lands they cculd till, might promile themfelves,. like the farmers 
of our lords, to gather in quittnefs the fruits of their labours and their induftry ; their 
rich plains which are now abandoned would be tilled with care, or covered with cattle ; 
the prince would'be the richer for it, and the people would live in a ftate of enjoyment. 
But, contented with a frnall field which yields them a few infipid roots, and the tillage 
of which they leave to the females, they pafs their lives in idlenefs, defpifmg the riches, 
of which the king when he pleafes, may fay, “ they are mine. 5 ' 

Though the kings do not employ the moft proper means for promoting the welfare 
of their fubjefls, they hold this as a principle, that it is their intereft as well as their 
duty, to occupy thenifelves with the care of rendering them happy, and maintaining 
peace and juftice among them. Every day they pafs feveral hours in deciding the 
proceffes of thofe who have appealed with them to their tribunals ; they hold frequent 
councils ; but it is rare that they have a real friend, and a difinterefted man among 
thofe whom they invite thither. The minifters ftand charged with the execution of 
whatever has been determined in the king’s council ; but as this prince blindly defers 
to them, it frequently happens, that, while occupied with the details of juftice, he 
pacifies the differences of a few families, one of his miniflers, in his name, though 
without his knowledge, fpreads trouble and defolation over a whole province. 

The principal minifters are the ma-ngovo, the ma-npontou , the ma-kaka. , the m-fouka , 
and the ma-komba. The ma-ngovo, whom we call mangove, is the minifter for foreign ' 
affairs, and the introducer of foreigners at court. The ma-npontou is affociated to the 
department of the mangove, and reprefents him when abfent. The ma-kaka is minifter 
of war, and even generaliffimo of the armies. It is he who caufes the troops to be 
muftered in time of war, who appoints their officers, reviews them, and alfo leads 
them to battle. The m-fouka , whom the French call mafouque, is minifter of com- 
merce. He makes frequent voyages on the fea coafts, where are the warehoufes and 
factories of the Europeans. He is obliged, by the nature of his office, to make 
frequent reprefentations of the ftate of the exchanges which are made between the 
Europeans and the Africans, and to take care that no frauds are committed^ on either 
fide. He alfo prefides over the recovery of the droits which the king exafts from 
ftrangers who trade in his ftates; and he is charged with the general police of the 
markets. The ma-khnba is grand mafter of the waters and forefts. It is he who has 
the infpedion of all the boatmen, fifhermen, and hunters ; and it is to him that the 
fiffi and game intended for the king are directed. They reckon alfo in the number of 
minifters a ma-rdbanza, a main-bile , and fome others whole fun&ions are unknown. 

Thefe minifters have no offices or houfes of bufinefs as ours have ; they even know 
not how either to read or write: with the exception of a frnall number of important 
affairs, they difpatch all others on. the fpot, and as foon as they prefent themfelves, in 
order not to run the rifk of forgetting them. Their clerks are intelligent flaves whom 
they fend into the towns and provinces, to fignify to private individuals, as well as 
perfons in place, the king’s intentions. In all the provinces and in all the towns, there 
fea governor for the king. The chiefs of the villages are alfo king’s officers ; ’they admi- 
nifter juftice in his name. They are th e more exaft in requiring that every one ftiall make 
prefer, ts. proportioned to his revenues, inafmuch as they "themfelves are charged with 
the receipt and tranfmiffioii of them to court. The peafants are frequently obliged to 
compound with them, and to make them particular prefents in order to random them- 
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felves from the vexations which thofe officers are difpriid to inSic: in the name of the 
king. He, for example, who has four goats, in order net to be ccnftrsined to give 
three of them to the king, or even to give up the whole four, begins by making a 
prefent of the fineft among them to the chief of the village, who will then content him- 
felf with a fecond for the king. The king alone nominates perf-ns to all irate 
offices, and he does it in council. There is no examination as to who might be the 
fubje&s moll worthy of holding them, but who are they who crier m.o:t '"for them. 
The lucrative governments are uikaily adjudged to the relatives of the niniders, or to 
the minifters themfelves. The day on which the Icing has ncir.hu. ei a perfrn to an 
important place, is always a feat! day in the capital. The province abb, h which the 
officer is to exercife his charge, makes great rejoicing when he arrives to take pouetTion 
of it : and the poor people, who when they are fullering always’ expect that a change 
muft be for the better, run fsnging and dancing before him who has juft bought, at the 
higheft price ; the right of defpoiling them with impunity, and on behalf of the king. 


CHAP. XIV. — Of the Princes u.ui Rights cf the Crztzn . 

THE crown among thefe people is not hereditary, as feveral authors aver, who in 
this point as well as hi an infinite number of others, merely copy each ether’s errors. 
There is in each kingdom a family, or if you pleafe a dais of princes, for they are 
very numerous, and they know net the order of their genealogy fo correctly ns to knew if 
they be of a common origin. It is fuffident to be prince in order to have the right of 
pretending to the crown : and it muft neceffarily be fo, in order to poribis certain noble 
fiefs which are held more immediately on that tenure. 

He neb.-es are known in thefe countries, except the princes, and nobility dees not 
defeend except by the females, fo that all the children of a princefs-mother are princes 
or princeffes, though begotten by a plebeian father ; as, on the other hand, the children 
of a prince, or even thofe of a king, are not nobles, unlefs their father has married a 
princefs, which fcarcely ever happens, becaufe the princeffes, as we have already 
remarked, have the privilege of obliging their hufbands to have only a fingle wife, 
and becaufe the princes and the kings generally prefer marrying plebeian females, ar.d 
feeing their nobility terminate with them, to renouncing the rights of polygamy. 

On the death of every king there is always an interregnum, during which are cele- 
brated the obfequies of the defund, who is commonly interred after the hrfe of feme 
years. The kingdom is then governed by a regent, who takes the title of 
that is to fay, I rd cf terror , becaufe he has the right of making hhnfeir feared 
throughout the whole kingdom. It is the king who in his lifetime nominates the 
ma-boman : the law itfelf, in order to prevent the inconveniences of anarchy, obliges 
him to defignate two of them, the fecond of whom, in cafe the firft dies, is charged 
with the affairs of ftate unti; they have proceeded to the elefiion of a new ktog. It is 
during this interregnum that the pretenders to the crown, from their cativafs, and by 
means of prefents and promifes, try to render the electors favourable to themfelves, 
Thefe electors are the princes, the minifters, and the regent. The actual king of 
Loango was not eledted till after an interregnum of feven years, and his cretocdmr, 
who died in 1 766, is not yet buried; this delay was cccaficned by a ccnteT which 
arofe between the citizens cf Loango, who pretend that the prhea ought to be interred 
in his capital ; and thofe of Loanguilli, the -ufual burial place of the kings, who will 
not cede their privilege. However, as the difference was not made up, and the rime 
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determined- by ufage for the interment of the king had expired feveral years before, it 
was thought that the election of his fucceffor might be proceeded in, and he has now 
occupied the throne four years. 

In certain kingdoms the prince himfelf defignates his fucceffor ; but all the foyereigns 
have not this right ; it is contefted againft the kings of Loango and n’-Goio. The king 
defignates his fucceffor by putting him in poffefSon of a fief which cannot be poffeffed 
except by him who is to fucceed to the crown. This fief is called Kdia, and the Prince 
to whom the king gives the inveftiture of it, quits all other titles to affume that of 
na-kdia. From the day on which the ma-kdia has taken poffelfion of his lordfhip, en- 
trance into the capital is forbidden him, until the king be dead and buried. The king, 
either in order not to remove to a diftance from his perfon him whom he loves well 
enough to make his fucceffor, or to hold all the princes ftritfly attached to his intereft, 
by letting each of them enjoy his hope of having the choice fixed on him, defers as long 
as he can the having a ma-kaia proclaimed. It even happens fometim.es that not being 
able to refolve,on creating anumber of mal-contents by preference of one, he dies without 
having nominated his fucceffor. It is but a few years fince the king of Loango, now very 
old, declared his. Though according to the laws of certain ftates the right of the ma- 
kdias to the crown be inconteftible, as it has not been conferred but by the choice of one 
man, it is never refpefted fo much as that would be, which fhould be founded on the 
order of truth ; and after a powerful prince, jealous of a preference with which he perhaps 
had flattered himfelf, raifes a part of the kingdom in revolt, and declares war on the new 
king. No one doubts, in the kingdom of Kakongo, that after the death of the actual 
king the crown may be difputcd againft the ma-kdia by the ma-nboukou , or prince who 
is below him in dignity, but furpaffes him in power, and neglefts nothing to conciliate 
the favour of the people. 

It is here rather than any where elfe, that every one is enabled to feel how advan- 
tageous it is for a ftate, that the fovereign authority fhould be perpetuated in the fame 
family by an invariable order and fucceffion ; and if thofe pretended fages, who pafs 
themielves for protestors of mankind in matters of government as well as of religion, 
had gone through a courfe of politics in thefe countries in the fchool of experience, they 
would doubtlefs not be feen to attack with their pens a form of government the more 
wifely eftablifhed for enfuring the happinefs and tranquillity of the people ; and they 
would be forced to agree that hereditary fovereignty with all its inconveniencies, a 
neceffary confequence of all human eftablifhments,. has ineftimable advantages over an 
elective form of government. In fad when a king dies without having defignated his 
fuccreffor, and in kingdoms where he has no right to defignate one, it is as it were become 
cuftomaryto celebrate his obfequies by battles, and for the country to become the theatre 
of civil war; fuch refults are expected and prepared for. This happened very lately in 
the little kingdom ofn’-Goio : The prince who Was elected king had to fuftain his election 
with arms in hand, againft the ma-ntoakou of the fame kingdom. The latter, finding 
himfelf too weak to maintain a campaign againft the royal army with his own forces alone, 
contracted an alliance with the count of Logno, a powerful prince, feudatory at Congo, 
the 'ftates of which border on the kingdom of iri-Gcic. The Count gathered his troops 
together, led them in perfon to the n-anboukou, who by the help of thefe fuccours faw 
himfelf in a condition to feek out his enemy, before whom he was flying previoufly. 
The armies met, and battle was given, the king’s troops were defeated ; he himfelf made 
prifoner,and the m-anboukou, who felt no horror at confirming the crime of rebellion by 
a ftill greater crime, had his fovereign's head chopped off. Deeming himfelf in peaceable 
poffelfion of the kingdom he had juft ufurped, he wanted to difnaifs the army of his allies, 

but 
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but this was what the count of Logno did not underftand, and affirming s tone of autho- 
rity with the pretended king, told him that every body knew he held the crown by in- 
conteftib!-: rights ; that if he would hitnfelf acknowledge them, he would treat him as a 
friend ; but if be pretended to difpute them with him, he knew how to avail kimfelf of 
the arms in his hand. In facr, the war was renewed, and Idled feveral years, during 
wrhich the trade of the Europeans was interrupted on thofe coafts ; it has juft been ter- 
minated, but no one yet knows whether by a treaty of peace, or by the death of one or 
both of the combatants. 


CHAP. XV. — Of the Laws, and the manner in which Juftice h admimjUred. 

THERE are few laws among thefe people, and they are not written. Tfaefe are 
preferred by ufageand tradition ; there is no one ignorant of the cafes which incur pain 
of death, and of thofe for which the offender becomes the Have of the perfbn offended ; 
murder and poifoning are punifhed with death, and confutation of a part of the culprit's 
goods to the profit of the heirs of the deceafed. It is very rare that a negro openly 
attempts the life of another : but the Europeans, according to an old prejudice, believe 
that many die among them by poifon ; and they themfelves, through an excels of 
fimplicity believing their nation capable of hurrying into atrocities which are by no 
means chara&ereftic of it, do not fail to attribute to poifon all fudden deaths, and 
thofe which are preceded by certain violent difeafes. The relatives of the deceafed on 
thefe occafions confult divines and forcerers, and know whom they are to come upon ; 
but it is enough to dwell awhile in the country in order to perceive that they Hander 
themfelves, aud that thefe vague fufpicions of poifon or malefactions, the pretended 
authors of which are never convicted, are with them, as with all credulous people in 
our country places, the pure effect of ignorance, and the chimera of a clouded ima- 
gination. 

Robbery is not punifhed with death ; but he who is taken in the a& of ftealing, even 
things of the fmalleft value, is condemned to become the Have of the perfon he has robbed, 
tmlefs he can make it up with him, by fumifhing him with a Have in kind or in value. 
The fame penalty lies againft any one who fhall infult a prince, or a minifter, even by 
words. We have feen that he who was convicted of adultery, was given up as a Have to 
the offended party. Only the princeffes have the right of mfifting on the punilhment of 
death for the faithleSnefs of their hufbands. 

All the ordinances of the king are arbitrary, and commonly bear the (lamp of the 
moft abfolute defpotifm. It is a maxim generally adopted by fovereigns, and regarded 
as a cardinal point of their policy, that the multitude may be reftrained by fevere rules ; 
but eafch makes an application of this principle with more or lefs difcretion, according 
to his humanity, his fenfe, or his council. By an ill-judged zeal with regard to order 
and policy, princes, otherwife well-intentioned, fometimes profcribe as crimes and on pain 
of death abufes which would difappear on the menace of the flighteft punifhment. 
The mifiionaries, on their arrival at Kakongo, having been troubled for feveral days in 
fucceilion by fome individuals who affected to fingand cry around their dwelling," car- 
ried their complaints to the king, when they had occafion to go and fee him ; he promifed 
them that he would reftore order } in fad, they were very much furprif.d on the fame 
day to hear proclaimed an ordinance, denouncing pain of death on all psrfcus, of what- 
ever age or condition they might be, who fhould dare in future to d blurb the repofe 
of ' the miffonaries. The firft time they went ‘ to faiute the prince he aiked 
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them, if any one had lince molefted them, and he told them, the firft man they de- 
nounced fhould lofe his head. The reafon they affign for this feverity in punifliing flight 
faults with the fame vigour as the greateft, is, that the eafier it is to abftain from the thing 
forbidden, or to do what is ordained, the lefs excufabie is the difobedience ; and the 
more of courfe does it deferve to be feverely punifhed. 

When the king is inclined to pafs a law, he affembles his minifters and principal officers, 
and after having taken their advice, he declares his final will, which they caufe to be 
known immediately by the governors cfthe provinces. The latter publifli the law, by 
a herald, in all the markets which they hold in all the towns and villages of their govern- 
ment $ and they are charged jointly with the governors of the towns to fee it duly exe- 
cuted. It is alfo in council that the king appoints perfons to vacant charges and offices ; 
fixes the price of goods, and regulates all that concerns trade and police. 

The governors of the towns and the chiefs of villages are at the fame tune judges civil and 
■criminal. They have a right of fentencing to flavery and even to death ; but it is open to 
every one to appeal from their fentence to the tribunal of the governor general of the 
province, and in the laft refort to the king himfelf. 

The room where the king gives his audiences and adminifters juftice, is a fort 
of hall ; he is feated on the ground upon a carpet, having round him feveral affeffors 
whom he confults on difficult cafes. There are always feen a great number of negroes 
at his audiences. Some attend from cariofity, others frem the intereft they take in the 
affairs that are to be decided. When the king is ready to hear the parties, he orders 
the officers to confront them in his prefence ; often in this country they do net plead by 
counfel, unlefs in cafe of ficknefs, when one of the neareft relatives takes charge of the 
affair. The pleaders in appearing before the judge always begin by making him a fmall 
prefent. The party pretending to' be lefed, fpeaks firft, and as long as he pleafes. 
The women plead their caufes themielves, like the men. One party never interrupts 
the advetfe party ; he waits till the other has done, in order to repel falfehcods and 
bad faith. If the fafts be coutefted, and there be witnefles, the king orders them to 
make depofition of what they know ; if there be no witnefles, and the affair be of 
feme importance, as thofe generally are in which appeal is made to the king, the decifion 
is deferred until ampler information is brought ; then the minifters charge certain intelli- 
gent negroes, whofe employ pretty nearly anfwers to that of our police fpies, to difeover 
the truth. They repair to the places where the people of the country talk ; and fome- 
tirr.es addrefs the parties themfelves and try to infinuate themfelves into their confidence, 
in order to worm out the fecret. They rarely return without having the information 
neceffary to ferve as foundation for judgement. 

When any one is accufed of a crime of which they cannot conviQ him, they permit 
him to juftify hhnfelf by drinking the kajfa. The kaffa is prepared by infufing in water 
a bit of wood fo called. This potion is a true poifon to weak ftomachs, which have net 
ftrength to throw it up immediately. He who ftands the proof is declared innocent, and 
his accufer is condemned as a flanderer. If the fault of which the pretended culprit is 
accufed does not deierve death, as foon as they perceive him juft ready to expire they 
make him take an antidote, which excites vomiting, and brings him back to life ; but they 
condemn him as a culprit to the penalty fixed by law. 

The inhabitants of the country have the greateft faith in this cordial. The princes 
and lords fometimes caufe kaffa to be taken in order to clear up their fufpicions, .but 
they muft firft obtain the king’s permiffion to do fo, which is not difficult when the fuf- 
picions are of weighty concern. * 

About two years ago, aprince of the kingdom of-Kakongo, who fufpefted that a defign 
had been entertained of poifoning him, earned all the people of his houfehold to take 
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piece of v;c :d cut th.ir breath, they tried to drag the -.-..elves backwards : h. r tea cr.e ran. 
after them, becaufe it is wAi known they cc old net go very far. Tneie vagabond pri- 
foners have r.o other rcuriCimert than that which is riven them through cov.padecn. 
No cr.e thinks cf delivering them ; he who aid fo, would be put in their place, if 
<Iilcor=red. 

ib there ere few laws in this country, the fcience cf judfprule-nce is net. properly 
fpeaki.tr, a:tv thing but the knowledge of the human heart, which is acquired by erg e- 
rier.ee. ~ The caufes. moreover, being never difterted by the fubtilues of chicanery ; 
let but the kings apply themfelves ; and the necefilty they are under cf terminating every- 
day cf themfelves the differences of their fubjeers, puts them in a way to judge v. ith wlf- 
dom and equity. When the king has pronounced fentsnee the parties retire, codifying 
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CHAP. XVI. — - On feme particular ttfagss cf tbs Kings cf Kchcrgc. 

BY an ufage cf which the inhabitants are equally ignorant of the origin and the 
end, and which they regard ns Holding edentially to the conflitution of their monarchy, 
the kin gs of Kak onpo cannot pcffefs cc even touch the different: forts of merchandize 
which come from Europe, except metals, arms, and articles made of wood and ivory. 
The Europeans and the negroes who are detached in European fluffs are not admitted 
into their palaces.* It is to be prefumsd that the firfl legislator of the nation mail have 
inipoftd this law on the fovereigns in order to retard the pregrefs of luxury, and attach 
the people by the example of their matters to do without any thing from foreigners, and 
feek fupplies for their wants in the::- own, induffry. But as the law binds the king 
alone, he is the only one who observes it. All the fubjecls, even his minulers, traffic indiE 
criminateiy in all kinds of gooes that are brought them ; they make ule cf the victuals 
arid liquors of Europe ; and thofe who are dad in foreign fluffs are exonerated from the 
offence by changing their dreffes when they go to the king’s houfes. 

This prince eats in one room and goes to drink in another : he eats in private, and 
drinks in public : his common beverage is palm-wine. The hall v. here he drinks is clofed 
only on three tides, and is pretty much like a great coach-houie. There is always a great 
number cf negroes who atilil in the ceremony of the king’s drinking ; that is the time they 

* The king o£ Kakcngo is permitted to receive European goods in Ids palace, provided be do not 
touch them. They who -.rear clothes made u£ foreign liugs take great care to keep aau certain didance 
from his perron, fer fear cf touching him. He drinks to the found of a little fccli in the Audtence Hall, 
lftatedthe prelent king to be:a5 r-trs or age : he is tamed r:3. A gentleman, M. De Foligny, captain of 
a veffel of Nantes, who law liim bit year, and hunted -with him, affures me, that his age was known to all the 
navigators who frequent the coaft of Loango. 

choofc 
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choofe for paying court to him. When the king appears, every body places himfelf in. 
the mod refpeftful attitude ; his cup-bearer gives him drink in a veffsl of the country- 
make ; and at the fame time a ganga , who is at once his phyfician, his forcerer, and his 
major-domo, begins to ring a little bell, crying with all his might Tina fern , tina foua , 
projlrate yo urf elves or begone. Then all prefent, except the ganga, fait Sat with their 
faces on the ground. They think the king would die if any of his.fubjeSs were to fee 
him drink. When he has drunk the ganga leaves off ringing and crying ; every onerifes, 
dapping his hands, and the king goes to finifli his dinner. 

By an ulage equally lingular the king of Kakongo is obliged to drink a draught at 
every caufe which he deddes ; and fometimes he decides fifty at a fitting; but palm- 
wine is merely a refrelhing liquor. If he were not to drink the fentence would not be 
legal. They then obferve the fame ceremonial as when he drinks during his repafts; 
He holds his audience daily from funrife, that is to fay, about fix o’clock, until there are 
no more caufes to try. He is very rarely at liberty before eleven in the forenoon. 

The now reigning king is generally beloved and efteemed by his fubjedts, for his 
patience in hearing and his wifdom in judging. His age (one hundred and twenty-fix 
years) which gives him the fuperiority of experience over all the judges in this kingdom, 
has not weakened the vigour of his mind. 

When the king falls fick the firft care of his phyficians is to publilh the intelligence 
in all the provinces of his kingdom. At this news eveiy one is obliged to kill a cock, 
nobody knows why. The moft fenfible among them laugh at this foolery, and fay that the 
dead cock does more good to them, than to the king, becaufe they eat it. But they raife a 
great outcry againft a ufage equally whimfical and more hurtful to fociety ; it is, not to till, 
theground throughout the whole extent of the kingdom for feveral months from the date 
of tiie king’s death, and during a fimilar fpace of time in the province where a prince or a 
princefs has died. The miffionaries one day heard fome negroes laying to _each other, 
“ We mull furely be very mad to fubmitto fuch ridiculous ufages. How ! becaufe the 
king is dead of ficknefs, fliall all his fubjects expofe therafelves to die of hunger ?” Yet 
ufage and fuperftition prevail over reafon. 

CHAP. XVII. — Of the Trade. 

THE principal trade of thefe people is that in Saves, whom they fell to the Euro- 
peans, that is to fay, to the French, the Englilh, and the Dutch, who tranfport them 
to their American Colonies. The Saves taken from Loango and other neighbouring 
kingdoms, pals for the blackelt and moft robuft in Africa. They are taken in war by 
thofe who fell them. In the interior of the territory there are hoftile people irrecon- 
cilable to thofe of whom we are Ipeaking. The latter fay they are cruel and ferocious, 
that they drink human blood, and eat as many vidtims as they, can take. It is by way 
of reprisals that they themfelves wage open war on them, and they pretend that they 
treat them, humanely, contenting themfelves with felling them to the Europeans at the 
feme time when they have a right to deprive them of life. This war, though continual, 
does not however trouble the tranquillity of the kingdom, becaufe it is carried on far 
beyond the frontiers by certain individuals, and, properly fpeaking, it is lefs a war than 
a chafe ; but one in which, the hunter is often liable to become the prey of the game 
he follows. 

Thofe who have made captives fell them to merchants of the country, or bring them 
to the coafts, but they are not allowed themfelves to fell them to the Europeans : they 
are obliged to addrefs themfelves to brokers, nominated by the minifter of commerce, 
who treat with the captains of fhips. Thefe Haves are eftimated according to their age, 
feat, and ftrength ; they pay for them in European goods. 

9 Though 



protart’s history op loango, &c. 585 

Though the different kingdoms of which we are fpeaking be not far diftant from 
each other; the manner of valuing goods and turning Saves to account is not 
uniform among them. On the coafts of Malimha and Cabinda, that is to fay, in the 
kingdoms of Kakongo and n’Goio, they reckon by goods ; and in Loango by pieces ; 
what they call goods, is a piece of cotton or Indian cloth ten or fourteen ells long. The 
negroes before linking a bargain go and mark off at the captain’s ftore, which is on the 
fea fide, the pieces of fluffs they choofe to take ; and he who has fold fear Caves at 
fifteen goods a head, goes to receive fixty pieces of the fluffs marked c-ff. In the king- 
doms where they buy by goods it is cuftomary to give for each Cave what is called 
ibe over and above, which commonly coiififts of three or four guns and as many fwords ; 
fifteen pots of brandy, fifteen pounds of gunpowder, and feme dozens of knives. If 
thefe articles be not always given them, others are fubftituted as an equivalent. 

At Loango they reckon by pieces, and every fort of goods is entered in a line of 
the account with the fluffs to form the piece ; thus, when they fay a flave coils thirty 
pieces, it does not mean he cofts thirty pieces of fluffs, but thirty times the ideal value 
which they think fit to fix on, and call a piece ; fo that a fingle piece of fluff is fometimes 
eftimated at two or three pieces , as fometimes feveral objects mall form a fingle piece. 
This difference in the manner of reckoning is nothing at bottom, and the price of flaves 
is nearly the fame in all the kingdoms bordering on Loango. 

It is poffible by infpecting the following account to eftimate the real value of the 
piece, and to fee what are the goods which commonly pafs among the negroes in ex- 
change for flaves. 

I have paid to the Ma-nboukou, for the flave Makviota, twenty-two years of age, 
■whom he has fold me at thirty pieces, 

An indienne of fourteen ells valued at two and a half pieces - if 

Two guineas {they are cotton cloths dyed deep blue) each valued at 
two and a half pieces - - - 5 

A chaflelat white grape), and a bajutapeau (hog’s cheek), fourteen 
ells each (they are cotton cloths), eftimated at four pieces * 4 

A neganopeau of 14 ells and a great nicane of 94 ells (other cotton 
cloths), eftimated at three and a half pieces * " 34 

A piece of handkerchiefs of 9 ells, eftimated at a piece and a half if 

A rod (about an ell and a quarter of thick woollen fluff) eftimated at a 
piece - - 1 

A girdle of red cloth (an ell long by one foot broad) eftimated at a piece 1 

Two common guns, valued at two pieces - - 2 

Two barrels of gunpowder (about 5lbs. each) valued at two pieces a 
Two bags of leaden mufket balls, (weight gibs, each) valued at half a piece 04 
Two fwords, valued at each a quarter of a piece - 04 

Two dozens of common fheath knives, eftimated at half a piece of 

Two bars of iron (weight both together zolb.) valued at a piece 1 

Five pots of Dutch ware, valued at half a piece - of 

Four barrels of brandy, each containing five pots, valued at four pieces 4 
Ten firings of bugles (gkds beads, of which chaplets are made) valued 
at half a piece ... -04 

Total 30 pieces. 

1 have paid moreover to the broker for hk trouble the value of fix 

pieces in guns, powder, fwords, and brandy - - 6 pieces. 

General total 36 pieces. 

tol. xvi. 4. f Befides 
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Befides the pieces determined on for each flave, the captain mull alfo, ere the bar- 
gain be clofedj make a prefent to the Mafouka and the brokers who have ferved him 
belt, and whom he is very glad to attach to himfelf : thefe prefents are made in coral, 
fervices of plate, carpets, and other moveables, more or lefs precious. 

Slaves are at prefent much dearer than formerly, at leaffc to the French ; for they 
may be dear with refpefl: to one nation and not to another ; the French, Engliih and 
Dutch alike .make their exchanges with goods, but thefe goods differ ; fo that the 
dearth of Haves to one nation depends on. the price which Ihe herfelf puts on the goods 
{he carries to the negroes, and this price, as it may be imagined, muff vary by reafon 
of the better or worfe underftanding which reigns among individuals engaged in the 
fame commerce. It would be eafy for them not to pay for flaves more than their juft 
value, or even below it, if it were moreover allowable to exercife monopoly and be more 
unjuft towards the barbarian and the ftranger than to the citizen, but through want of 
good underllanding among the captains the reverfe always takes place ; the Haves are 
bought as it were by auction, and at more than their value. A reafonable price how- 
ever is fometimes fixed, which they agree not to exceed in their purchafes ; but even 
then, every one for himfelf, defiring to make a ready bargain, renders this convention 
illufory, by a tacit agreement with the brokers, to pay them in fecret a higher price 
for him whom they have publicly bargained for, to fare appearances. The matter 
at prefent has come to this pitch, that the negroes are themfelves afraid left the French 
Ihould in the end make up their minds to renounce a commerce which becomes daily 
more and more expenlive to them. An old Mafouka one day came to fee a miffionary 
refpecting this fubjedt, and imagining that the king of France was to be treated with 
in the fame way as the king of Kakongo, and that a miffionary could indifcriminately 
prelide over commerce or announce the gofpei ; thou muft, fays he, “ write to the 
“ king of France, and advife him, for his own advantage and ours, to eftablifh thee 
“ here to fee that the captains of Ihips do not buy any more of our flaves below the 
“ reafonable price, for we fee very well, that after having bought them of us too dear 
tc they will finifli by buying no more of us at all.” 

The function of the brokers is not limited to facilitating the flave trade ; they are 
alfo charged with fuperintending the execution of the regulations eftabliffied by the king 
or the Mafouka, the molt important of which is, that there lhail not be fold any flaves 
to the Europeans except thofe which have been taken in war or purchafed from abroad. 
Every flave born in the kingdom is under the protection of the Mafouka, and may 
appeal againft his mafter, Ihould he be inclined to fell him to the Europeans, unlefs he 
have given him that right through his own mifcondud ; for the law authorises a mafter 
to rid himfelf of a flave, who may have been guilty of bad faith, rebellion, or any other 
crime. The Mafouka of Kakongo, to prevent the violences and frauds which might 
be exercifed in this trade, has iffued prohibitions againft the brokers from trafficking 
in flaves during the night time, or even from introducing them into the ftores of the 
Europeans, under pretext of {hewing them to the captains. They are equally forbidden 
to receive, without an exprefs permiffion, advance or eameft for the price of the flaves 
who have not as yet been delivered up.* 

The flave trade is the only one which the French carry on, upon thefe coafts ; that 
in ivory, monkeys, parrots, and fome cthef merchandize of that kind, for ms an object 
of fo little importance that they reckon nothing of it. The Engliih obtain yearly from 

* The prohibition made by the Mafouka of Kakongo to the brokers, againft receiving advances on the 
jtrice of the Saves they had to deliver, is habitually tranfgreffed under the very eye of that minifter, 

the 
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the foreft of Jomba feveral fhips cargoes of a very good red wood for dying, though 
of an inferior quality to that of Brazil. The trade carried cn upon the ccafts -with 
foreigners, interefts, as I have juft obferved, only the fxnali number of individuals who 
may be regarded as the rich and mighty ones of the country. As to the people; knowing 
no need, but that of fcod and clothing in the grafted and limpleft manner, they con- 
fine their traffic to a very few things ; there is a market daily in ail the towns and 
great villages, it is held in the public place under the ihade of fone thick trees. They 
fell fmoke-dried fiflh, manioc and other roots, fait, palm-nuts, fugar-canes, bananas, 
fig bananas, and feme other fruits. It is on feafl days that the greatest a£nx cf 
buvers and fellers is feen. No fraud is known in the marhar; a mother fends thither 


a child fix years cli, convinced that they will not deceive him. It is not neesfiary 
to underikmd the language in. order to luv, r.o one ever cheapens or bargain;; all 
goods are divided equally in final! portions cf the ttandard vclgnt, end each p order, is 
worth a maccnta. There is not much greater rhk of being cheated in the quality than, 
in the quantity ; one perfen’s fait and manioc is worth, the 2 nit and manioc of another. 
Thus, without taking the trouble of comparing one dealer’s goods with thefe cf another, 
they take from the xml they find as many email packets as they have nucoutas to give, 
and make rcom for others. 


CHAP. XYffl. — C/Van. 

IN thefe countries where the crown is elective, the death of the kings, according to 
a remark already made, is as it were the fignal cf a civil war. A prince who, am- 
bitious enough to direct his views to the throne, has no reafon to count cn the favour 
of the ei eciors, makes his vaffals take up arms to force their fuffrages, or to cifpute 
the crown with him whom they may have preferred. If he fears that his party may 
not be the ftiongeft, he addreffes himfeif to a foreign prince, who, for a few pieces of 
European duffs, or veffcls of fiiver, lends him a whole array. 

The reciprocal pretenfions of the foverdgns to certain provinces, or even on the dates 
bordering on theirs, are the common pretext of all wars between people of different 
kingdoms. All thefe barbarous kings have their chimsera in this refpect, which they 
realize when a favourable opportunity offers ; it is thus that the count of Sagos has 
juft availed himfeif of his pretenfions to the kingdom of n’Goio. The king of Congo 
claims the kingdom of Kakongo as a province of his ftates ; and the king of Kakongo, 
doubtlefs by w y ay of reprisals, never calls himfeif any other title than Ma-Csngo, king of 
Congo, inftead of Ma-Kakongo king of Kakongo, a title given him by foreigners, and 
the only one that fuits him. Thefe pretenfions are not always unfounded ; many fmail 
kingdoms or fovereign ftates, which at the prefent day Ihare Africa among them, were 
originally provinces dependent on other kingdoms, the particular governors of which 
chirped the fovereignty. It is not a long time fince the Sogno ceafed to be a province 
of the kingdom of Congo. 

The foverdgns of thefe countries maintain no regular troops. When a king h3s 
determined on war, his Makaka , minifter of war and generaliffimo of his armies, tranf- 
mits orders to the princes and governors of province, to levy troops ; the latter never 
fail to lead to the rendezvous the quota demanded of them. If the Makaka in the 
review he makes of his armies thinks it does not cover a fufiicient fpace of ground, he 
has only to lay a word in the king’s name and in a lew days he finds it more numerous 
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by half. Among thefe people, as among the ancient Romans, every citizen in a Rate , 
to bear arms is a foldier of need ; but a "very bad foldier. 

They who march on fome military expedition, never fail to paint their whole bodies 
red, confident that this colour will render them invulnerable to fire arms ; part of them 
wear panaches, even greater and richer in colours than thofe with which our ladies of 
the great world adorn themfelves at theprefent day ; but they regard them lefs. as 
ornaments than as fcarecrows to infpire their foes with dread. Many are alfo perfuaded 
that certain feathers of certain birds arranged in a certain guife on their caps have the 
virtue of putting danger afide, and placing their head in fafety. All take with them 
vi£tuals for a few days, and what arms they can procure, for they have none furnifhed 
them. Thefe troops advance on either part without order and without difcipline ; and 
the chiefs who command them feem rather to perform the function of (hepherds or 
herdfmen, than that of generals of armies. If a meeting take place they fall to direCtly, 
and each, regardlefs of rank, inattentive to order, goes right upon the enemy he has. in 
his head ; the battle always begins with diforder and confufion, foon ending by a general 
rout or a complete victory. All depends on the firft Ihock, the party that fuftains 
it with moft vigour cannot fail to remain matter of the field of battle. The combats 
are neither bloody nor obftinate : the aCtion is fcarce commenced ere fright feizes 
one or both armies. To determine on a general flight, there only needs that of fome fol- 
diers who have feen a comrade of theirs fall by their fides, in an inftant all is difiipated, 
and the whole is difbanding. Then the victors purfue the vanquifhed, flicking to no 
employ but that of making prifoners, whom*they fell as Haves to the Europeans. 

But it is very rare that the armies advance thus to encounter each other with the 
intention of coining to blows. The great art of m akin g war is to avoid an enemy and 
to pounce on the villages known to be abandoned, in order to pillage them, reduce 
them to afhes, and take fome prifoners there. So that no refiftance be found, they 
advance fiercely, bum and fack every thing, and often both armies are defpoili«g,each 
on their fide, at once, on the hoftile territories. They then return, always avoiding an 
encounter except in cafe a favourable opportunity occurs for making prifoners. If the 
makaka hears that a hoftile party is to pafs along a wood, or through fome defile, he 
puts a much ftronger body in ambufh, which bounces fuddenlyupon it, furrounds it, 
and matters it without fighting. 

The. armies in general do not make long, campaigns, a war is fometimes over in lefs 
than eight days. When the foldiers have eaten the provifions they brought with 
them, and find none in the hoftile country, or when they want powder and lead, nothing- 
can hold them ; all,. without afking leave, take the road home; and if the king is not fatis- 
fied with this expedition, it refts only with him to prepare another, which terminates by 
defolating the country, without however occafioning any more bloodfhed. The kings 
fometimes make war in perfon; hut if they be taken, they have no. mercy to expeCt. 
Their heads are chopped off on the field of battle ; a piece of cruelty which always im- 
plies weaknefs in him who performs it, a daftardly and timid foul which fears to repent 
in future of having been generous to an enemy who had fallen into its power. 

_ ft is lefs by their ftrength, as we fee, than by their re pedtive weaknefs that thefe 
different ftates maintain themfelves ; and becaufe the foldiers of one kingdom are 
neither braver nor better commanded than thofe of another. Two hundred men of our 
regular troops, would conquer as much of the country as they could run over-;, but 
after triumphing over kings and nations, they foon, as if in turn befieged by. the adfion 
of the climate, and by .all the wants of life, would find themfelves at the difcretion of 
thbfe whom they had iufulted but a few days before. It is thus that providence feems 
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to have ■wifhed to proteft thtfe poor people, by their very mifery and iheir weaknefs, 
againft the ambition and cupidity of poiifhed. nations. 

Though the Negroes do not pique themfelves on courage and valour in fight, they 
however paffionately defire the reputation of brave men ; no greater wrong could be 
uttered to a man, than to call him a coward j as, on the other hand, no more fluttering 
compliment could be paid him, than to fay he has an intrepid and martial air. Beauty 
of countenance is regarded as a defect in men ; every one envies him whom the fmall- 
pox have worft ufed. Many, in order to give themfelves a terrible air, and through 
a foolifli oftentation of firmnefs and courage, make incifions on their vifages, on their 
fhoulders and arms. It might be thought, on feeing them after this cruel operation, 
that they had juft been engaged in a fanguinary battle. 

They ufe nothing for {launching blood but gunpowder, and their wounds cicatrize 
in a {hort time. A Miffionary one day afeed a Negro, who was getting his vifage fur- 
rowed, why he condemned himfelf to fo much fuffering ? “ For honour,” faid he, 
** and becaufe, on feeing me, people will fay, there’s a man of heart.” Doubtlefe, 
greater and truer courage would be lhewn, in expofing the perfon to the fteel of his 
foes, than in getting himfelf flaflied with the edge of a knife ; but it muft neverthelefs 
be allowed, that men who have conltancy enough to fubmit, through vain-glory, to 
fuch painful operations, would not be incapable of generous actions of another defcrip- 
tion. Nor can it be doubted, that the form of the government which naturally invites 
the people to repofe and floth, is alfo one of the caufes which moft contributes to 
fhftain their cowardice. A Have, whofe condition is independent of all revolutions, 
will never rufb headlong, into dangers, like a foldier whofe intereft is confounded with 
that of his fovereign, and who knows that in fighting for his country, he is alfo fighting 
for the little inheritance which he ha? received from his fathers. 


CHAP. XIX , — Of tie Language K 

Among that prodigious mafs of narratives, from which has been formed the general 
hiftory of Voyages and Travels , and an infinity of others publilhed every day, no men- 
tion is made of the languages which are fpoken in the different countries, the manners 
and triages of which are defcribed to us ; and if the authors did not from time to. 
tune put into the mouths of the inhabitants of thofe diftant regions, fome. words of 
which they know the meaning, we fhould be tempted to believe,, that only dumb 
people had travelled among thofe nations. All feem to have agreed on obferving the 
profoundeft filence on this matter, either becaufe it appeared to then), foreign to the 
province of hiftory, and far from proper to ftimulate the curiofity of the readers, or 
more probably, becaufe they had not made a ftay long enough among the people of 
whom they {peak to us, to learn their language, and undertake to give us an idea of 
it. Be it as it may, all will agree at leaft, that whatever relates to the language* its 
genius, its relation with other known languages, even it§ mechaniiin and its flow are 
not traits which would look mifplaced in the hiftorical picture of a nation } and if we 
have to dread offending the delicacy of fome of our readers, by referring them to the 
a, b t c, we dare hope that the greater number, and thofe efpedalty who love the 
fciences, and cultivate the languages, will not be forry to add to their acquirements, 
fome fuccin& notions of a language which, confidering it to be that of a barbarous, 
people, is not on that account Ids interefting. 
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The idiom of Kakongo, nearly the fame with that of Loango, n’Goio-famba, and 
other fmall circumjacent ftates, differs effentially from that of Congo. Several fimilar 
articles, and a great number of common, roots, feem however to indicate that thefe 
languages had a common origin; but they know not which of the two is the mother 
tongue. The clevereft among the Negroes have not the fmalleft idea of the origin and 
progrefe of their language ; they fpeak, fay they, as they have heard their fathers fpeak. 
It has been thought that there might be perceived fome marked connections between 
this language and fonie ancient tongues, efpeciallv the Hebrew, Greek, and Latin. 

Though the Miffionariss, in confidering the richnefs and beauty of the language, 
fufpected that it was formerly written, nothing however has been found capable of 
convincing them ; they have no where found any traces of writing, nor any vefiiges of 
ligns which might Hand in its {lead. The Negroes 'confider it as a fort of prodigy, that the 
Europeans, by means of certain characters, communicate ideas, and converfe at a hun- 
dred or a thoufand leagues diftance, as if they were prefent ; but they did not even 
fufpect that it was poffible to introduce this marvellous art into their language, and 
ftill lefs that it could be pradifed even with the moil limited capacity. Writing, in fad 
the fined invention of the human mind, if its origin be not divine, has fomething in 
it which aftonifhes reafon ; and, had we not the ufe of it, we ihould doubtlefs feel 
the fame fentiments as did thefe barbarians, at the recital made to them of its valu- 
able advantages, which often equal and fometimes furpafs even thofe of fpeech. 

The Miffionaries, deeming themfelves the firft writers of the language, ufed the right 
which belonged to them in that capacity, of determining the figure of the characters, 
and of regulating the orthography. They confulted the pronunciation in order to fix 
the number of letters which were to be employed in writing. They have taken them 
from our alphabet, only to the number of -eighteen, ■ which feemed to them fufficient ; 
A; B, D, E, F, G, I, K, L, M, N, O, P, S, T, U, V, Z. The S, is put for the C, 
before the vowels a, e, i ; the K ftands for it before o, u, and all the confonants ; it 
alfo ftands for the O on all occafions. The pronunciation of the language is foft and 
eafy ; it excludes the H afpirate, and hence that letter becomes as ufelefs as it is with 
us in the words horloge, hirondelle, heures , and others, the firft fyllable of which in 
nowife participates the found of the H, with which they are fpelt. The R is of no ufe 
to them, their organ admits not the roughnefs of its pronunciation ; they change it 
into L, and if you tell them to pronounce ra, re, ri, they fay la, le, li. They know 
not the found of the U, which they pronounce ou. The X is ufelefs in their alphabet. 
The, J, confonant, is equally unnecefikry ; they never ufe our fyllables ja, je, jo, ju . ; 
but they always pronounce it hard, ga, gue, gui, go, gou. 

Almoft all the fyllables are fimple, and form only one found, this renders the pro- 
nunciation light and rapid ; there are, however, many words in the language, which 
begin with m, or n, as in the words m-Fouka , n’Goio, but thefe letters are pronounced 
fo flighdy, that they who are ftrangers to the language, would pronounce after them 
Four a and Gcio. The letters a and o are often repeated, and terminate a great number 
of words. Many liquid fyllables alfo contribute to foften the pronunciation. 

The language has not, properly fpeaking, either genders, numbers, or cafes. To 
exprefe the difference of gender in animated things, they add the word bakala , male, 
or keato, female ; thus, u-Jottfou-bn kola fignifies a cock ; n-foufou-kento, a hen. We 
fay likewife, a male or female canary ; a foft-roe’d or a hard-roe’ d carp, &c. The cafes 
are diftinguifhed as with us, by articles, and it is the fame with the no uns . The no- 
minative of the verb has its cafe diftinguilhed by the place it occupies in the phrafe. 
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The nouns adjective are not of mere frequent ufe than in the Hebrew ; the qualities 
of the perfon or thing are exprefisd by fubftandves, which gives to their difeourfe i. 
{Length and energy of which our language is not fufeeptibk. They dfo, fometimes, 
render the adjectives by verbs ; insiead of faying he is a deff: cable r:.v:, they fay, h: is 
a man to be deffifed ; ’tis a r.trjer to is dreaded, inftead cf Lying 5 ds a dreadful 
mnjtcr. 

The language admits neither cf comparatives nor fuperladve- ; verbs Lined to fttb- 
flanrives fuppiv their places ; thus, in order to lay, the king i: ;:.r brier than i.e re; ' d; a. 
they wouid fay. the king ftrpaiLs the maka'ia in might : the Zai-a is i :: w:.l., : .? ah' 
the rivers ; the Zaira exceed; in width ail the rivers ; or ail the rivers bed to the: Zaira 
in width The ibperlative is nlfo rendered by repetition of the pot::i' e. In order to 
fay, a very high mountain, a very black cloud, they would fay, a high high mount zi::, z 
black black cloud; early in the morning, morning morning; me no mine;. It appears 
that this mode of expreffion is quite in nature ; we fee among us, that the little c di- 
dren wlio have not yet learned the ufe of the fuperladve, make up for it, in their little 
ftories, by repeating the pofitive, and fay, great great fer very great ; far far for very 


far, and 10 forth. 

There are very few adverbs ; there are, however, verbs which {land in their {lead. 
The greater part of the conjunctions which ferve to connect difeourfe are unknown to 
them ; they have no terms which may be rendered by for, then, nor have they the 
conjunction cr ; they fupplv them by different turns of phrafes. They alfo want the 
conjunction and ; they iupply it by another, which has the Lgnitxcation cf our with, or 
otherwife they repeat it, and to fay, for example, he knows good they fay, be 

knows good, he knows evil ; the army was powerful and trained to war ; the army was 
powerful, it was trained to war ; a mode of expreffion which, properly managed, has 
a fine effect in difeourfe. 


The pronouns which mark poffeiTion are expreffed by adverbs ; thus, my, is rendered 
by ame ; thy, by akou ; his, her, their , by andi, and fo forth ; my {keep, li rr.eme li 
ame ; thy feiffors, feu ziolo tou akou ; his mats, riteva vi-andi. This is as much as to 
fay, the mutton to me, the feiffars to thee, the mats to him. The nominative pronouns 
cf the verb, I, thou, he, we, ye, they, are rendered by i, ou, ka, tou, leu, ba , when men 
or women axe fpoken of j and by the articles proper for nouns, when beads or inani- 
mate things are fpoken of. 

One ot the great difficulties of the language confifts in the articles ; there are thir- 
teen of them, leven for the lingular and fix for the plural. Thofe of the lingular 
are i, bou, li, kou, ou, leu, and thofe for the plural i, ba, bi, ms, tou, zi. Each of ihefe 
articles has under ic a clafs of fubftantives to which only it can be joined. The article of 
ka, which fignifies a bed, is ki for thefingular and bi for the plural. A perfon would not 
be underftood if, changing the articles, he faid li-ka in the Angular for ki-.ka, or zi-ka 
in the plural for bi-ka. 

Certain fubflantives are always preceded by their articles ; others muft have them 
immediately after them. Leze*, for example, which fignifies a man fervant, and oula, 
which fignifies a toad, both have ki for their article ; but leze is always followed by 
that article, and oula has it always before j hence they fay, leze-ii,^ a man fervant, 
ki-eida, a toad. He would be unintelligible, who, tranfpofing the articles, fliould fey 
ki-leze , cuia-ki. 


* Leze, which I have cited as one of the fubilantives always followed by their articles, takes its own 
before or after it, according to circum fiances. 
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t Several of thefe articles follow particular rules ; the article /;, for example, only pre- 
cedes its fubftantive when it is nominative to the verb ; in other dtcumftances it 
follows. The article ma, agrees only with the genitive plural, and always precedes 
its noun : it is of great ufe in the language ; befides its peculiar fun&ion, it reprefents 
the names of King, Prince , Governor, Chief of a village, according as it precedes the 
name of a kingdom, principality, government, or village ; thus, ma-Loango fignifies 
King of Loango ; ma-Kdia , Prince of Kaia ; ma-Singa , Governor of Singa ; ma-Kibota , 
Lord of Kibota. It is evident that this article correfponds in fignification with our arti- 
cle de (of) in the genitive fingular. When we fay Monfieur d’ Artois, M. d’Orleans, 
M. de Champigny, we mean the Count of Artois, the Duke of Orleans, the Marquis 
of Champigny. The plural which the Negroes ufe has fomething more majeftic ; and 
des Artois would prefent to the imagination a richer image than d' Artois ; doubtlefs 
by reafon, that all which has the air of aggrandizing a man- and augmenting his 
■domains, ever flatters his vanity moft: agreeably. 

If there is nothing fo difficult in the language as the articles, there is nothing finer 
and more fatisfa&ory than the verbs. They may be reduced to three clafies ; common 
verbs, which vary only in their terminations, and thefe are the moft numerous. The 
fecond is that of the verbs, which begin by kan , and lofe that firft fyllable in many 
circumftances. The third comprehends thofe which begin with L and V, and which 
change at certain times the L into D, and the V into P. Thefe three claffes of verbs 
have common Yules for varying their terirfinations ; they have all the tenfes which we 
have, and many which we have not ; i-mene-lia fignifies, for example, I have eaten ; 
ia-lilt, I have eaten long ago ; ia-lia, I have eaten a very great while ago. 

Befides this multiplication of tenfes, which does infinite fervice towards the precifion 
of difco'virfe, and which has fupplied the want of adverbs, there is in this language a 
multiplicity of verbs which greatly Amplify their expreffions. Each Ample verb has 
under it a many other verbs, of which it is the root, and which, befides the principal 
fignificationj, have an accefiary one, which we redder only by periphrafes ; fala, for 
example, means to work ; fait la, to facilitate work ; falifia , to work along with fome 
one ; falifila. to make a perfon work for fome one’s profit ; fazia, to help fome one 
to work ; falanga, to be in the habit of working ; falajiam, to work for each other ; 
falangana , to be fit for work. There are no radical verbs which do not admit fimilar 
modifications ; and by means of certain particles or augmentatives, each of thefe verbs 
and all its affiliations, defignate alfo whether the addon they exprefs be rare or frequent ; 
whether there be in this a&ion difficulty, eafe, excefs, and fo on for other differences. 
This multiplicity of verbs, joined to all the modifications of which they are fufceptible, 
form an inexhauftible fountain of riches for the language, and difplay beauties which 
cannot be felt and appreciated but by ufe. 

In the midft of this profufion of verbs, it is furprifing that not one has been found 
which anfwered to that of to live j this is rendered by the periphrafes, to accompany one*s 
foul, to be with one’s heart. 

There are to be remarked in the language of the Negroes, many turns of phrafes 
which appertain to the Hebrew. We have obferved that they exprefied, like the 
latter, by fubftantives, the qualities of the perfon or thing which are rendered by 
adjeftives in other languages. Thus in order to fay hot water, they fay water of fre, 
mazia-ma n’bazou. They fay alfo a man of blood, for a cruel man ; a man of riches, fora 
"icb man. , and fo forth. They never exprefs the affections of love or hatred, joy or 
affliction, by prefent tenfes, but by preterites, like the Hebrews : they fay I have loved-, 
i have bated , for 1 love, and I bate, 
a 
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There are alfo found in the language many words pretty much refembling Hebrew 
words, and which have the fame fignification : in Hebrew, bana or banak n32> whence 

t r 

is derived the word bin 22, fon, fignifies he has built, became they cenfidered the 

children as living ftones which compofed the edifice of the family : in Kakongo, mania 
fignifies Hones, and bam children ; ri tamer means a rule, a msal'ure ; ami in Hebrew 
tdmam or tbamam DSD, fulnefs and perfection ; htfi , in the language of the negroes, 

the lower parts, the foundation ; in Hebrew if a, which is written ifcab niJ'jf s fignifies 

lower parts ; foundation. Kdma, to approach, to meet ; in Hebrew hum Q*|5,to rife up, 
and go and meet. Lika, to eat; in Hebrew lakam, which is written lakham an?, fignifies 

the fame thing ; and likem or lekherr. CIT?, means bread. The letter H, as we bare 

3 r t 

remarked, does not enter into the pronunciation of thefe Africans. The little practice 
which the compofitors have in Hebrew, does not permit us to augment, as we might 
eafily do, the lift of fimilar words. 

The connections of this language with the Greek, appear equally marked. Befides 
feveral conftructioas of fimilar phrafes, there are, as we have obferved, feveral verbs 
which chan ge their initials, and take augments and double letters as with the Greeks. 
There are to be found alfo a great number of words which differ little from Greek 
words, and fignify the fame thing : Bafita, which is pronounced Bajitcu, means, 
like the bafdeus, Bwitei of the Greeks, chief, man of dignity. Bembs, noife, found 
of voice ; in Greek bembex Ctuorr, noife of wind. Bima, pafte, bialia, victuals ; in 
Greek life, and what belongs to life. Boko, to walk or follow; in Greek didko, 
oW. 1 -, I purfue. Foulla, to blow ; in Greek foUis ys/JU;, bellows. Kama, a mound, 
an obftacle ; in Greek kamax, a flake, a prop. Mazia, the waters, the fources ; 

in Greek mazes ,uss£o;, the nurfe’s teat. Bata, poor, little ; in Greek bases, Sals-;, 
fmall, Angle, and without fupport. Muna, fpace of time ; in Greek mime, yhr., delay. 
Munomai, pwoftMi, to temporize. Nota, cloud, thick fog ; in Greek noth , von c, humi- 
dity. Paka, liable where animals are fhut up ; in Greek pacteo, vxoSltt, I fhut up. 
Pakoua , revenues, domains of the king ; in Greek paau, rich. ^ Dobo, gift, pro- 

fent ; in Greek Sol, Six, I give. Pena, pain, milery, inquietude ; in Greek penes, 
ponos , sm !?, wsvof, pain, travail, inquietude, &c. 

There are alfo to be found feveral words which feem to have come from the Latin, 
luch as mifa, table ; pajfi, fuffering ; mongo, mountain ; mine, morning ; bine, much, 
largely, llrongly. LPzala, zeal, hafte ; a elus is employed in the lame fenfe by feveral 
T atin authors. Ilia, the inteftines ; the lame word fignifies the fane thing in Latin. 

We pretend not in this place to affign all the relations which this language may have 
with the anripni- tongues : we have contented ourielves with citing fome of thofe which 
ftruck us moft, and without deciding of ourfelves, we leave the informed reader, and him 
who is verfed in antiquities, to decide whether we may not reafonably fufpefk fome 
analogy between thefe languages ; and, fuppofing that he judges fo, to explain how it 
could have happened that the language of the Jews, Greeks, and Romans, fhould have 
concurred to form that of the Africans. 


CHAP. XX . — Of the Religion and Hs Minijhrs. 

THESE people, in order not to expofe their religion to contempt, are very referred in 
fpeaking of it to Europeans ; and it is only by the long fojoum that the miffionaries have 
von. xvi. 4 ® made 
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made among them that they have dlfcovered, at lead: in part, what conftitutes the objedfc 
©f their fuperftitions. 

They acknowledge a Supreme Being, who, having no origin, is himfelf the origin 
of all things. They believe he has created all that is fine, all that is good in the univerfe ; 
that being by nature juft, he loves juftice in others, and feverely punilhes fraud and 
perjury. They call him Zambi ; they take his name in teftimony of the truth ; and 
they regard perjury as one of the greateft of crimes ; they even pretend that a fpecies of 
malady called Zambi-a-n-pongcu , is the punilhment of it ; and they fay, when they fee 
one attacked with it, “ there’s a perjured man.” 

Befides this juft and perfeft God, they admit another, to whom they give quite dif- 
ferent attributes ; the firft created all, the latter would deftroy all ; he delights in the 
diforder and evil which he caufes among men ; it is he who counfels them to injuftice, 
perjury, thefts, poifonings, and all crimes ; he is the author of accidents, Ioffes, dif- 
eafes, barrennefs of land, in a word, of all the miferies which afflid humanity, and even 
of death itfelf ; they call him Zambi-a-ri’bi , God of wickednefs. Here may be perceived 
the error of the Manichasans touching the Divinity. It appears natural enough that 
man whcris not enlightened with the torch of revelation, confidering the evils of all 
kinds which befet him from his entrance 'into the world to his departure, fhould ftudy 
to difcover the caufe, and that, ignorance being one of the greateft diforders of his foul, 
he fhould be bewildered in his conje&ures on matters fo much above his faculties. 

It is true, that the philofophers of antiquity have attained, by dint of reafon alone, to 
a furmife of the truth, and have been able to fay, that man doubtlefs was not bom fo 
unhappy except in punifhment of fome crime which was imputed to him, though he 
knew it not ; the people of whom we fpeak did not carry their philofophy fo far, and, 
little fuppofing that it was in man himfelf that we muft feek the principle of the evils 
which afflid man, they believed, while they lhut their eyes on the want of confequence 
to the fuppofition, that they could not difpenfe with acknowledging a maleficent divinity; - 
but no fooner was a glimpfe of the truth fhewn them upon this point, than they feized 
it as if of their own accord ; the hiftory of the fall of the firft man and the dogma of 
original fin, which fhock and fcandalize the proud reafon of our modem philofophers, 
are to them a fatisfadory unravelling, and, as it were, the firft ftep which condu&s them 
to the faith of a foie Supreme Being, fovereignly perfed, who is the author of all good, 
and who permits evil without participating in it. It appears to them much more rea- 
fonable to believe what is above the reach of reafon, than what is at variance with It, — 
a myftery rather than a contradidion, the exiftence of original fin, rather than that of 
two rival deities. 

They who know only the theology of the country, perfuaded that the good God will 
always be fufficiently favourable, think only of appealing the God of wickednefs: fome, 
to render him propitious to them, never eat fowls or game ; others eat only certain forts 
of filh, fruits, or vegetables ; not one among them but makes profeffion of abftaining 
all his life-time from fome fort of nourilhment. The only way of making him offerings 
is to let die under their feet, in honour of him, fome Ihrubs laden with their fruits ; the 
banana tree is that which they confecrate to him in preference. 

They have idols, which they honour lefs as gods than as interpreters of Divinity : 
they are wooden figures, rudely wrought, fome of which are as large as life ; they are 
fhut up in temples which are neither larger nor more richly ornamented than common 
houfes; fome of thefe idols are found in their towns and villages ; and fometimes, in 
woods and by-places, individuals go to confult them, to leam from them what will be 
the fuccefe of their undertakings. Some believe that they now and then fpeak, but all 
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believe that they infpire thofe -who confult them. When a confiderable robbery has 
been committed of which they know not the perpetrators, they go to feek an idol, which 
they bring to the public place with found of drums and trumpets, in the belief that it 
will tell them who are guilty ;'if thefe do not appear, they bring a more celebrated idol, 
multiplying their fongs and religious ceremonies ; then they who have fome knowledge 
of the theft, think themfelves obliged to come and declare it ; frequently the culprits 
themfelves, intimidated by the pomp of the ceremonies, hint to the perfons interefted to 
let it ceafe, and the thing ftolen fhall be reftored, which is done without delay. 

Befides thefe idols of the firft order, there are others which private perfons keep by 
them, and which they honour through a vain confidence, without ever addreffing any 
prayers to them. Several perfons alfo carry in their girdles fmall marmofets, fifh teeth, 
and birds’ feathers, as prefervatives againft accidents with which they are or fancy them- 
felves menaced for mifdeeds. All of them, after having tilled their field, take care, in 
order to rid it of barrennefs, to flick in the ground in a particular manner, branches 
of certain trees with fome bits of broken pots. They perform nearly the fame opera- 
tion before their huts, when they have to abfent themfelves for a confiderable time ; and 
the moft determined robber dares not crofs the threfhold, when he fees it defended by 
thefe myfterious figns. 

The miniflers of religion are called Ganga ; they are as ignorant as the reft of the 
people, but greater rogues. The oldeft among them fubmit to ordeals, and an infinity 
of ridiculous ceremonies are impofed on thofe who wifh to become members of their 
body. No one doubts that the Ganga hold commerce with the God of wickednefs, and 
that they know the fitteft means of appeafing him.’ It appears that there is as much or 
even more confidence placed in them than in their idols ; they are confulted refpefting 
futurity and the difcovery of the moft fecret things ; the people afk of them, as they do 
of the king, rain and fair weather. It is believed that by virtue of their enchantments, 
they can render th emf elves invifible, and pafs through clofed doors, were they of the 
hardeft wood or even of iron. 

It has never been remarked that the Ganga offer any fort of facrifices to the Divinity ; 
and confidering the functions of their miniftry, they do not deferve any names but 
thofe of diviners, magicians, or tellers of good fortune. There are fome among them, 
as we have obferved, who practife medicine, and who make a trade of curing the fick 
by the found ofinftruments, by breathings, and by incantations. 

At the birth of children the Ganga are called in, who impofe on them fome fuper- 
ftitious practices to which they are to be faithful all their lives, and of which their 
mothers are obliged to remind them when they come to years of difcretion. Thefe 
practices are more or lefs auftere and ridiculous in proportion as the Ganga is infpired at 
the moment ; but whatever they be, thofe to whom they are prefcribed never fail to 
adhere to them religioufly. 

The miffionaries faw in the village of Loubou, in the kingdom of Loango, a boy 
and a girl to whom marriage was forbidden, and who were obliged on pain of death to 
obferve a perfect continency all their lives. It is not known whether this law was com- 
mon with others ; whether it had been impofed from the time of their birth by the Ganga, 
or whether they had voluntarily prefcribed it to themfelves ; in other refpedts nothing 
diftinguifhed them from the common people ; they held no miniftry in the religion. 
There are fome families who faithfully obferve, without knowing why, the pra&ice of 
circumcifion. 

The Ganga, who in other refpects do not pique themfelves on uniformity in their 
do&rine, unanimoufly teach every body that there would be an extreme danger inflating' 
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partridges, and no one dare hazard the experiment. All the inhabitants of the country 
dread them, as fatal and ill-omen’ d birds; they elpecially dread their cry. They who 
have zeal for the public good kill as many of them as they can ; and as they know that 
the Europeans make no fcruple in eating them, they carry them to the ftores which 
they find on the coafts, where they obtain liberal fupplies of powder and ball to kill more. 
When they are aiked why they have fuch an averfion to eating game fo delicate, and 
of which foreigners make a feaffc ? they anfwer, that apparently what is good for one 
country is not good for another, and as for themfelves they know well that no fooner 
fiiould they have eaten of it than their fingers would have dropped from their hands. 

.Though the people who inhabit thefe climates have feins of the finefl: black, there 
does not however want an example of a child preferring the colour which all have 
when they are born, and its preferring it during life as white as that of an European. 
It is remarked, that this fort of whites have always fandy or red hair and beards, weak 
eye-fight, and hefitating looks. This error of nature, far from being a difgrace to 
thofe on whom it falls, conciliates the refpect and veneration of the people for them ; 
they are placed above the ganga, they are regarded as extraordinary men and quite 
divine ; fo much fo, that the miffionaries faw one whofe hairs were fold as reliques, 
which, it was faid, had the virtue of preferving the bearer from all kinds of accidents. 

The miffionaries, ever fince their arrival in thefe countries, employed themfelves in 
a particular manner, in finding out what was the opinion of the people on the nature of 
the foul, and its deftiny ; and they found, there was only one fentiment on this head ; 
that all believed the foul to be fpiritual, and that it furvived the body ; without however 
knowing what was its ftate after feparation from the body, whether joy or pain ; they 
only fay, “ that they believe it flies from the towns and villages, and flutters in the 
air above the woods and forefts, in the way which the Deity pleafes.” 

They who inhabit the farthefl: lands, and who have never had any connection with 
foreigners, think on this point with thofe who frequent the Europeans, and conftantly 
anfwer the miffionaries, who alk them what becomes of man after death : “ that his 
body rots in the earth, but that his foul, being a fpiritual fubftance, is incapable of 
diifolution, and fubfifts always.” 

This flatement of the negroes on the immortality of the foul, joined to their uncer- 
tainty refpeCting its ftate after feparation from the body, infpires them at once with 
great refpect for the dead, and great fear of ghofts ; fince they never fail, in order to 
acquit themfelves well toward their parents and friends, to celebrate their obfequies 
with all the pomp they can afford. As foon as the fick perfon has breathed his laft, 
the munifters of medicine retire, as well as the players of inftruments ; his nearell re- 
latives take poffeffion of the body, which they exalt on a fcaffold, under which they 
light a fire, which throws up a thick ftnoke. When the corpfe is fufficiently fmoked, 
they expofe it for fome days in the open air, placing befide it a perfon who has nothing 
to do but to drive away the flies that want to come nigh it. Then they wrap it in a 
prodigious quantity of foreign fluffs, or Huffs of the country. They judge of the riches 
of the heirs by the quality of their fluffs, and of their affection for the dead by the 
thicknefs of the roller. The mummy thus dreffed is taken to a public place, and 
fometunes lodged in a fort of niche, where it remains a greater or lefs time according 
to the rank it occupied in the world when living. The fhorteft expofure is always 
for feveral months, and it often lafts a whole year. During all this time the parents, 
theneareft relatives, the friends, and above all, the fpoufes of the dead, who have placed 
their huts near the fjpot where it is expo fed, aflemble regularly every evening to weep, 
fing, and dance round the funeral lodge. 
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On the eve of the day fixed for interment, they enclofe the body with all the fluffs 
that envelope it in a large coffin wrought by art, in the form of a tun. On the morrow, 
when all the relatives and friends are arrived, they put the coffin on a fort of funeral car, 
to which men are yoked ; and they let forward. Care has been taken to level the roads 
by which the convoy had to pafs. For the illuftrious dead, fuch as kings and princes, 
they cut new ones acrofs the plains, of the breadth of thirty or forty feet ; along the 
road they make the greateft noife poffible ; they dance, fing, play on inftruments, and 
all this is done with the greateft demonftrations of grief. Frequently the fame perfon 
dances, fings, and weeps at the fame time. When they reach the burial place, which 
is fometimes very far from the town or village, they lower the coffin into a hole about 
fifteen feet deep, cut like a well, which they inftantly fill with earth. The rich often 
inter with the dead his favourite jewels, feme pieces of coral or filver. There are fome 
who raife the tomb, and place by it eatables, animals’ teeth, or fome antiquities by which 
the deceafed fet the greateft ftore, and which were formerly the inftruments of his 
fuperftition. 

Though thefe people are minute obfervers of the practices of the religion their fathers 
have taught them, the miffionaries remarked, that they were not headftrong in them. 
They blindly follow prejudices which no one had hitherto undertaken to rid them of \ 
but they have good fenfe enough to feel the vanity of their obfervances, the ridicule 
which attaches to their fuperftitions, and have too much good faith not to admit it, 
when occafion ferves. All thofe to whom miffionaries have fpoken of Teligion, even 
the princes and grandees of the country have confeffed to them, that they had little 
confidence in their idols and their minifters, “ but,” added they, “ no one hitherto 
has fpoken to us of the Deity otherwife than our fathers did : we know that European 
minifters have given fublime ideas of him to feveral of our neighbouring people, and 
that they have taught them how he muft be honoured, but they have not come as far 
as us ; ftay yourfelves ; you fhall make us know the truth, we will be docile in follow- 
ing it.*' 
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A VOYAGE TO SENEGAL, 

THE ISLE OF GOREE, AND THE RIVER GAMBIA. 


By M. Ad anson, Correfpondent of the Royal Academy of Sciences. 

\ 

Tranllated from the French. — With Notes by an EnglHh Gentleman, who refided 

fome Time in that Country *. 


THE translator’s PREFACE. 

TT is a maxim, eftabliihed by a celebrated philofopher of antiquity, that if a young man 
is ambitious to raife a refutation in the world, or to improve in knowledge and wifdom, 
he Jhould travel into foreign countries f. This feenis to have been ftrongly verified by 
the learned M. Adanfon, author of the following voyage. The love of natural hiftory, 
and an ardent delire of fame, excited this gentleman very early in life to exchange 
his native foil for the burning fands of Senegal ; where he fpent five years, in making 
a diligept inquiry into the various curiofities, natural and artificial, of Negroland. 
Hitherto we had received but very imperfedt accounts from that part of Africa, former 
adventurers having had no notion of improving their minds, but their fortunes ; fo that 
their relations are confined to the auri facra fames, the purchafe of Haves, teeth and 
dull, with other materials of gain. Our author is the firlt philofopher, who adventured 
to vifit the torrid zone, for the propagation of knowledge ; and who, in fearch of this 
valuable treafure, may be truly faid, to have encountered more monfters, than thofe 
ancient heroes, reprefented in fabulous ftory to have gone in purfuit of the golden 
fleece. 

He begins his obfervarions at' his departure from Port L’ Orient, the third of March, 
I 749 » does not finilh them till five years after, in the month of March, 1754. 
By the general account of his voyage, we find, that during this time he employed 
himfelf chiefly, in the mofl curious refearches of natural hiftory ; confulting rather his 
zeal for the advancement of learning, than his bodily drength, which was often put 
to the fevered trials. We fliudder even at the perufal of the many hardfhips he went 
through, to fatisfy his own and the public curiofity ; either in walking over the burning 
lands of the deferts of Africa, expofed to the fcorching heats of the fun ; or in traverf- 
nag rivers and torrents, upon the back of a negro, who was frequently up to his chin 
in water $ or in defending himfelf againft tigers, wild boars, crocodiles, ferpents, and 
other lavage beads, befides the many noxious infefis with which thofe deferts abound. 

A philofopher like M. Adanfon, whofe aim in travelling is to fee and to learn, 
takes notice of every thing that falls in his way. From fo exact and judicious a nar- 
rative, one may therefore form a juft idea of this part of Africa 5 a country overfpread 
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■with mifery, the natural confequence of lazinefs. Thus he informs us of whatever 
relates to the manners and cuftoms of the negroes, to their drefs, habitations, repalls, 
dances, fuperftitions, and poverty: neither does he forget to mention their fociability, 
good-nature, docility, and refpedt for the French nation, which, we make no doubt, 
but they will be equally ready to (hew to the new conquerors of Senegal *. He like- 
wife takes notice of the Moors of that country, a nation very different from the negroes, 
but almoiT: as poor and as indolent. Our author lived and converfed with thoi’e dif- 
ferent people, a’’d met with fo kind a reception from them, as muft be an encourage- 
ment to tbofe, who lhall have occafion to trade to that coaft, fince the French fettle- 
ments have been fo glorioufly reduced by the arms of Great Britain. 

In regard to the authenticity of this narrative, we may venture to affirm, that 
nothing of the kind has been pufcliihed, with fuch ftrong marks of veracity, fince 
Lord Arfon’s voyage. The character of our author, and his learned improvements, 
are well kao’jn at Paris, where he went through a courfe of ftudy under MetSeurs 
de Juilieu, of the Royal Academy of Sciences. Upon expreffing an earned deffre of 
going over to Africa, with a view of making difcoveries in the natural hiftory of that 
country, he was introduced to M. David, Director .of the Eaft India Company, who 
recommended him in the warmeft manner to M. de la Brue f, director general of the 
factory of Senegal. Thefe are public facts, which evidently prove him to be a man of 
character and abilities, and every way qualified for this arduous talk, fo greatly con- 
ducive to the advancement of learning and commerce. As to his manner of executing 
it, we need only to mention the high approbation of the Royal Academy of Sciences, 
which we fhall mfert here at full length, as a lading monument of the author’s extraor- 
dinary merit. 


Ext raft from the Regjjiers of the Royal Academy o ff ciences, Dec. the 4th , 175®* 

TV/TESSIEURS de Reaumur and de Juffieu junior, having been appointed to examine 
a work, written by IvI. Adanfon, correfpondent of the Academy, and infilled, 
A voyage to Senegal, &c. Reformed during the Tears 174 9, ] 75 °> I 75 I > I 75 3 » * 753 » 
fife. and having made their report, the Academy is of opinion, that the ingenious 
notions, exati defcriptions, and judicious obfervations of the author, afford reafon to 
believe, that his work will be acceptable to the public, and deferves the approbation 
of the Academy. . In witnefs hereof I have figned theprefeut certificate. Paris, Dec. the 
4th, 1756. 

Grand Jean de Foucby, perpetual fecretary of the Royal Academy 
of Sciences. 


* This is to be nnderftood, provided they meet with the like good ulage they have been fo long ac- 
cnftomed to. 

| This gentleman being mentioned with great refpe& by our author, in federal parts of this voyage, the 
reader will not perhaps be difpleafed with a farther account of his chara&er. He yea^s on his 

government, during which time his conilant Sucly was to ferve not only hh country, but the whole human 
fperies. I (hall give but one inftance of his univerfal benevolence. Having learned that the Moors, in the 
neighbourhood, either made captives, or killed, fuch Europeans as had the misfortune to be fhipwrecked 
on their coaii ; he, from a principle of humanity, offered a reward of the value of twenty moidore* for 
every man in that condition, they fhould bring to him alive. Thus he redeemed, at different times, and 
fen t "home to their native country, at his own expenfe, fourteen Britifh fubje&s. He is alfo a* man of 
genius and learning. The author of this note came to France with him, in the firft cartel. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

rpHE reader -will pleafe to obferve, that the French names of feveral places, animals, 
trees, &c. have been retained in the tranflation, as well becaufe fome of them feem 
to be of African original, others have been received in late ufe by the natives, and 
others, in fine, (which we may fay of moll of them) were fuch as we could not 
find proper terms to exprefs in our language. In regard to the notes interfperfed 
throughout this work, they were communicated by an Englifh gentleman, of high 
character and reputation, who refided fome time in that country, and whofe name 
would do us honour, were we at liberty to mention it. 


A VOYAGE TO SENEGAL, S*. 

TT has been long obferved, that molt people come into the world with an inclination 
^ to fome particular ltudy or profefiion, which grows up and is llrengthened with, 
years. Whatever views our parents may have had in our education, the predominant 
tafte always prevails, and, generally fpeaking, determines the purfuits or occupations 
of the reft of our life. Having in my very early days felt a particular liking to the 
ftudy of philofophy and natural hiffcory, I found my inclinations averfe from the pro- 
feffion for which my parents defigned me, which was that of the church ; and therefore 
I refigned a benefice, with which I had been already provided, that I might be entirely 
at liberty to purfue the ftudy of natural philofophy. 

The branch I firft took up with was that of botany, which I confidered as one of 
the moft engaging ftudies, not only from its confiderable ufe in life, but from its 
agreeable variety. The opportunity I had of attending the lectures of Meff. de Juffieu 
at the king’s gardens, led me thither very often ; and the flrong paffion I felt for 
that fcience, together with my conftant application, foon made me known to thofe 
gentlemen. I cannot fufficiently exprefs my acknowledgment to thofe two great 
matters, under whofe dire&ion I firft began that vaft career, which I have not yet 
finifhed. The fpirit of obfervation and inquiry, fo remarkable in M. Bernard de 
Juffieu, and which he transfufes, as it were, into thofe who fympathife with him in 
the fame kind of ftudies, took with me immediately, and by degrees led me on from 
the ftudy of plants to that of minerals, and from thence to that of animals, infe&s, and 
fhells j in fhort, to every branch of natural hiftory. 

From that time I had- accefs to the king’s cabinet, and to thofe of M. de Reaumur 
and Meff. de Juffieu ; there I laid a foundation of knowledge, to qualify me for making 
obfervations of every kind : and as a little aftronomy feemed conducive to my purpofe, 
I learnt as much as was neceffary under M. le Monnier. 

After I had gone through a courfe of ftudy for upwards of fix years, under the 
■direEtion'of thofe celebrated academicians, I made known the intention, which I had 
long fince formed, of going abroad for further improvement. The obfervations of 
thofe gentlemen on different branches of the natural hiftory of France had very nearly 
exhauited the fubjedt j I therefore concluded that nothing could be of greater fervice 
tome, than to employ a part of my youthful .days, in a. voyage to fome. diftantajid 
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unfrequented country, from a perfuafion that I fhould return with federal difcoveries, 
which would be new to Europe. I was fenfible that the equino&ial parts of Africa 
had not been vifited by any naturalift, confequently that a vaft field was open to me, 
where I might reap a plentiful harvefl of obfervations. 

It was not, I confefs, a fmall undertaking, for me alone to execute a work, which 
requires the joint labours of perfons well {killed in botany, natural philofophy, anatomy, 
and defign. This confederation however did not deter me j and I declared my inten- 
tion to my late father, who introduced me, the beginning of the year 1748, to M. David, 
knight of the order of St. Michael, and director of the Eaft-India company, to whom 
he was very well known. M. David, attentive to whatever may be of ufe to commerce, 
-greatly approved of my defign, and expreffed vaft joy at an undertaking, which aught 
be as ferviceabie to natural philofophy as to the commerce of the honourable Eaft-India 
company. He got me a place in the factory of Senegal, and promifed me my pafiage 
on board the firft fhip which fhould fet out immediately after the publication of the 
peace. I was greatly charmed to. find my wifhes fulfilled, and I fet out from Paris the 
20th of December the fame year, in order to take my pafiage at Port l’Orient in one 
of the company’s fhips. 

The winter was ftill very fevere when I embarked, the 3d of March 1749, on board 
the Chevalier Marin , commanded by M. Dapres de Mannevillette. "We fet fail about 
ten o’clock in the morning, and got out of harbour in company with two fmall vefifels, 
which were defigned for the fame port with us. The wind being at N. E. foon carried 
us out to fea ; the beauty and ferenity of which afforded us a mod delightful profpech 
An infinite number of porpoifes, or fea-hogs, dancing about our fhip, feemed to wifh 
us a happy voyage. 

Thefe fifties are faid to move conftantly againft the wind ; and the failors can foretell 
by their motion, which way it is to blow. Though this may not be true on all occa- 
fions, it was fo at leaft on this ; fob we did not long enjoy that agreeable ferenity. 
The wind foon chopped about, and blew fo hard froga the S. E. that rite fea grew very 
rough in a fhort time. 

No fooner had we reached the latitude of 3 6 , than we began to find the fea more 
calm. A frefh gale fprung up at N. N. E. fo that we had very agreeable weather after 
the ftorm, and were enjoying the pleafure of a fine climate, when we efpied land the 
6th of April. This was the Peak of Teneriff, which appeared to us in the form of a 
pyramid, or more properly of a fugar-loaf, the fidee of which were ftuck with feveral 
points. Though according to our reckoning we were diftant from thence upwards 
of fourteen leagues at N. E., it feemed to us to be raifed under an angle of above five 
degrees. At this diftahce, it had more the appearance of a cloud than of a mountain, 
by reafon of its whitenefs ; and nothing but its liability could make us diftinguifh it. 
Sometimes it was perceived above, and at other times below the clouds, according as 
thefe were more or lefs diftant from us. The nearer we drew towards it, keeping it 
always to the fouth-eaft, the more it feemed to be upon a level with the neighbouring 
mountains ; fo that when we were within four leagues, it was no longer poffible for 
us to diftinguifh it from the reft. In this pofition the ifland of Teneriff feemed to 
be a duller of mountains, joined fo clofe to each other, chat we could only difcem 
their tops. ' 

The notice we had taken of the ifle of Teneriff, pjurfuant to the eftablifhed cuftom 
of veffels trading to the coaft of Africa, was fufficient. to dired us in the remainder of 
our courfe to Senegal ; and we fhould have followed it, had our prefent circumftanees 
permitted. But the greatefl part of our water and provifions had been confumed, 
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during the delay occafioned by contrary winds off Cape Finifterre ; and what little 
remained, was infufficient to complete our voyage ; fo that we were under an abfolute 
neceiSty of putting into fome harbour, in order to take in a frefli fupply of provifions. 
Being fo near land, it would have been imprudent to let flip the opportunity : we 
therefore kept failing till night, and then lay by. 

The day following we made the harbour of Santa Cruz, in the eaftera part of the 
ifland, where we anchored in forty-five fathom water, the length of three cables from 
land? This place greatly refembles a road for Clipping, becaufe it is very open j yet 
'It would be a pretty good harbour, if it had but fafe anchorage : but being a rocky 
bottom, it is apt to let the anchors flip, and to cut the cables. However, it is a very 
wholefome place. The whole day was fpent in mooring the Clip, and fecuring its 
anchors. We likewife amufed ourfelves with filhing for mackrel. This feemed to be 
almoft the only filh that could be found in that fpot ; and there was fuch plenty thereof, 
that all the mackrel of the neighbouring feas feemed to have made this their rendezvous. 
We had only to throw out our line, and we were fure of catching filh; and frequently 
without bait. 

The people of the country catch this filh in a better manner. As foon as the night 
fets in, and the fea is calm, they light up flambeaus, and fpread themfelves with their 
boats all over the harbour, for about a league in circumference. When they come to 
the fpot where there feems to be the greateft plenty of filh, they ftop their boats, hold- 
ing the flambeau above the water, in fuch a manner as that it lhall give light without 
dazzling their eyes : and as foon as they fee the filh fporting on the furface of the 
waves, and gathering round the light, they caff their net, and drag it immediately 
into their boat: thus they continue till their quantity is completed. 

While this amufement lalted, we were vifited every minute by filhermen, who came 
on board our fliip to fell their commodity ; and indeed we had it very cheap. The 
Canary mackrel is not of the fame fort as that of Europe ; it is not fo broad, but 
much fmaller, though very long; the fkin is of a deep blue on the back,. of a filver 
colour on the belly, and agreeably ftreaked. The Celh is white and firm, but fome- 
what dty ; and though inferior to our European mackrel, ftill.it is very well tailed. 

The day following we had leave to go aftiore. The fea was very calm in the road ; 
but it was quite another thing on the fea-fide ; where there was a furf that would have 
frightened the moft intrepid. As it is all covered with pebbles, which form a very 
fteep bank, and are alternately impelled and repelled by the fea, if is very difficult 
landing. They are obliged to make ufe of the furge which drives towards lhore, and 
to i take care that the boat is not turned about, nor carried back to fea. For which 
purpofe there are feveral failors waiting on the fea-fide ; who, as foon as they fee the 
furge approaching, ftep into the watei 1 , lay fall hold on the boat, then lift it up with 
the people in it, and carry it afiibre in a molt dexterous man ner. 

After we had landed we found, at the diftance of a hundred paces from the fea-fide, 
the. town of Santa Cruz, fituate in the eaft part of the ifland, as well as the harbour to 
which it gives its name. . This town is neither fortified, nor fiirrounded with walls. 
It Hands on a, plain afc ending from the fea, and terminating in a narrow' piece of land, 
veiy flat, white, and fandy, about a league in extent towards the fouth. The town is 
four hundred fathoms in length, and fifty in breadth. It contains three hundred 
hoiifes, built of ftoue, and three flories high. The number of inhabitants is about three 
thoufand, all Spaniards, who ia their cuftoms and manner of living difftar but verv 
little from thofe of Europe. * 
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Within three leagues weft of this city, following the gorges of the mountains, which 
form an infenfible afcent, we found the town of Laguna, capital of the iflanH. It is 
fituated at the foot of the Peak above-mentioned. This mountain, which bears the 
name^of the Peak of Teneriff, is in 28 degrees 1 2 minutes north latitude, and 1 8 degrees 
52 minutes weft longitude of Paris. We found its height to be above two thouiand 
fathoms, that is, near a league perpendicular, which makes it one of the higheft moun- 
tains in the univerfe. It is laid that the top of it is covered with Ihow the whole year 
round, and that it fometimes throws out combuftible matter, without much noile. 
It ftands nearly in the middle of the ifland, and is furrounded with a great number of 
mountains, which are almoft half a league in perpendicular height. At the foot of 
thefe mountains you fee feveral gutters like frightful precipices, which are oftentimes 
above a hundred feet wide, and two hundred deep. They are made by the water- 
floods precipitated thither during the ftonns ; and as foon as thofe floods are gone, the 
bottom is left quite bare. 

The foil of this ifland is of a reddilh call, not at all deep, but extremely fruitful. 
In the gorges of the mountains to the north and eaft parts of the town, you fee 
the fineft groves of orange, citron, and lemon-trees of all forts. There are alfo 
pomegranate and fig-trees all over the ifland. Befides the choiceft fruits in Europe, 
the inhabitants of I eneriff have thofe of Africa, as bananas, papayas, and ananas, 
or pine apples, which they plant in their gardens. The moll ungrateful lands 
produce carob-trees, and melons of every kind, efpecially water melons. In the 
vallies you fee fields of the fineft corn in the world, variegated at regular diftances 
with rows of dragon-trees*, which in their height and figure greatly referable the 
majeftic tallnefs of the palmetto-tree f. 

The mountains are laid out in vineyards, which have acquired a high reputation 
by their excellent trines, known by the name of Canary and Malmfey. The form er 
is extracted from a large grape, which makes a ftrong heady liquor, and is the 
common wine. The latter is made of a fmall grape, the berry of which is ro und 
and vaftly fweet ; and the juice fqueezed from it has likewife a fweeter and more 
agreeable flavour, which gives it greatly the advantage of the other. The quality 
of thefe wines is commonly attributed to the climate, and to the nature of the foil ; 
but I apprehend that the culture and form of the vineyards contributes at leaft as much 
to their goodncfs. Their method, as I have feen pracufed in the neighbourhood of 
Santa Cruz, is as follows : They pitch upon a hill that has an advantageous expofition 
to the fouth, preferable to any other : the lower part they plant with vines, to an 
afcent of two hundred feet at the moll. Upon the whole ground defigned for the vines, 
they ere& little walls breaft high, at the diftance of four or five feet from one another. 
Thefe ferve for feveral purpofes j in the fir ft place, by upholding the earth, they hin der 
the roots of the tree from being laid bare ; fecondly, they withhold the rain-water^ 
which would otherwife run down the hills, without foaking the earth ; laftly, they in- 
creafe the reflection of the fun-beams, and procure a greater heat to the vine. True 
it is, that as thefe walls are made of dry ftone, fy m m etrically ranged without mortar 
or mud, part of them tumble down fometimes in heavy rains: but the mifchief is 
quickly repaired, and may even be prevented, by laying above the uppermoft wall a 
row of large ftones fomewhat inclined, to break the force of the waters, and divert 
their ftream. 


* Draco arbor. Cfafii. 

f A kind cf palm-tree, the leares of which open like a fas. 
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The back of thefe mountains, on the north fide, is barren and uncultivated. The 
profped it affords to the eye, is an amphitheatre of bare rocks, the colour of {late, cut 
into vertical parallelopipedons, from fix to eight feet high, and from three to four 
broad, the angles very acute. They may be confidered as fo many precipices raifed one 
above the other. When you have reached the top, you are fuddenly ravifhed -with a 
profpeft bounded only by the horizon of the fea ; you find yourfelf raifed far above 
the clouds, through which you may defcry, at the diftance of twelve leagues to the 
fouth, Canary and the other neighbouring iflands. Here, inftead of treading upon 
earth, I was amazed to find nothing under my feet but aflies, pumices, and burnt ftones, 
fragments of which I faw likewife fcattered here and there as I defcended ; but the 
greateft part of them are fallen down to the foot of the mountains, and even to the 
fea-fide. 

Where the earth was open, I perceived under the pumices a Hone in large maffes, 
of the colour of Hate, and a good deal like the bare rocks which l had obferved 
on the ridge of the mountains. This ftone bears fo great refemblance to that which is 
melted by volcanoes, and the comparifon I made between it and the lavas which M. 
de Juffieu had received not only from the volcanoes in Italy, but likewife from that of 
the iiLe of Bourbon, confirmed this refemblance in fuch a manner, that I think we 
cannot, nor ought we to give it any other name. The like remark I made in the 
gutters, and in the quarry that has been dug in the neighbourhood of Santa Cruz : 
there we find the fame maffes underneath a very irregular ftratum of burnt ftones ; and 
they are cut into pieces for the ufe of building. The external and internal appearance 
of thefe mountains, the lavas of which they are entirely formed, and the feveral burnt 
ftones which lie fcattered as far as the fea Chore, leave no room to doubt but that each 
of the mountains, of which the ifle of Teneriff is compofed, owes its original to a 
particular volcano, which, after undermining it inwardly, at length has entirely {pent 
itfelf: and this fubterraneous operadon is ftill continued under the Peak, that huge 
mountain, which vomits fire from time to time. 

There is never a river in this ifiand, becaufe of the fmallnefs of its circumference. 
The inhabitants fupply the want thereof by wooden pipes, which communicate with the 
fprings in the mountains : and from thence the water is conveyed to the town, the 
diftance of about half a league. This water being hard and crude, they filtrate it 
through a ftone which is very common in their quarries. It is a kind of lava, of 
the colour of foot, in a medium betwixt the denfity of the grey lava, and the porofity 
of the pumice. 

The temperate climate of Teneriff, and the richnefs of its pafture, contribute greatly 
to the goodnefs of the cattle. They have fine herds of oxen, and excellent kid j but 
mutton is not fo common. They breed all forts of poultry ; but game, efpecially wild 
fowl, is very rare. I took notice that the Canary-bird, which grows white in France, 
is here almoft as grey as a linnet. This change of colour very likely is owing to the 
coldnefs of our climate. 

The paffion I had for herborizing, made me regret the backwardnefs of the feafon. 
Moft of the plants peculiar to this country, were ftill concealed in the bofom of the 
earth ; neverthelefs my refearches were not altogether fruitlefs. Near the fea-lhore 
I found two forts of fig-marygolds, otherwife called Jicoides *: the ja/minoides, or baftard 

Fzccxdea procumbens, portulacae folio. Niff. Mm. Acad. 1711. page 32a. pi. 13. fig. 1. 

Aizoon foliis.cuneiformi-ovat^ floribus fellilibus. Linn. Hart. Upf. page 127. 

Ficokles noftras, kali folio flore albo. Trnrntf Mm. Acad . 1705. page 241. 

Mefembryaattaum fbliis altemis, teretiufculis, obtufis, ciliatis. Ltntu Horf . Upf. page 129. 
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jafmine *, adorned' the tops of precipices and gutters with its pendant branches^ Which 
were loaded with ripe fruit : and. the corn-flag of f Provence enamelled the valleys 
and meadows with its flowers. As I traverfed the mountains, I perceived that the plants 
peculiar to them, feemed to affefl a certain height. For inflance, the kleinia J, and 
forne new plants, which I purpofe to make known, always grow on the lower part, 
where the vineyards are generally planted. About the middle we faw only the tithy- 
malm §, or fpurge ; and the top of all was covered with forefts of euphorbia j], whofe 
{talks, though from twelve to fifteen feet high, appeared to me below, like fine mofs. 
The euphorbia and the tithymalus were then in flower, and furrounded with feveral forts 
of bind- weed, which twifted round their ftems. In my walks I met with no more than 
one fort of land-fhell, for the defcription and figure of which I refer to the hiftory of 
fhells, at the end of this relation^". 

I was every day more in love with this beautiful country. The mildnefs of a climate 
where it never freezes, the advantageous fituation. of the ifland, and the variety of its 
productions, all together gave me infinite pleafure ; fo that I fhould have ftaid much 
longer if circumftances would have permitted. But as the feafon was advancing, and 
we had taken in our fupply of water and provifions, we were obliged to think of 
refuming our voyage. 

The fifteenth of April we weighed anchor, and left the ifle of Teneriff after eight 
days refreftiment. The trade winds at N. E. were fo gentle as not to ruffle the fea, 
fo that we fleered a pleafant courfe till we reached the tropics. There we foon found 
by the bright ferene days, and exceffive heats, that we had changed climate the third 
time : for in lefs than fix weeks we experienced winter, fpring, fummer, and the dog- 
days. In thefe latitudes the fea, when agitated in the night, feemed as if it were on 
fire, and marked our courfe by a ftreak of light which the veffel left behind it. This 
phsenomenon appeared to me very engaging, and I fpent fevefal nights in inquiring 
into the caufe of it. 

We continued our courfe with the lame favourable weather till the 25th of April, 
when we found ourfelves within fight of the coait of Senegal. The land is low, fandy, 
and very white, fo that with great difficulty could we difcem it, though it was very. clear 
weather, and we were within three or four leagues of fhore t at length we fpied a 
thicket partly covered by the downs, whereby we knew that we were off the wood of 
Griel, that is, within two leagues north of the ifland of Senegal. Not long after we 
faw hovering over the {hip, a bird which feemed greatly tired, and defirous of reft : 
he pitched upon one of the mails ; but a fowling-piece foon brought him down upon 
deck. This was too beautiful a bird to omit giving a fliort defcription of him. He 
greatly refetnbled a jay ** in the fize of his body, and the figure of his beak and feet.j 
but he differed from him in fome other refpects. His belly was of a pale blue, and his 
back fallow. His tail was adorned with two feathers, as long as the reft of his body 5 
and the colour both of the tail and of his wings, was the fineft fky-blue that eyes could 
behold. I often had occafion to fee this kind of jay in the country of Senegal j but as 


* Jafminoides Africanum, jafmini aculsati foliis, et facie. Ni/f, Men. Acad. ijll. page 3 22, pi* 
fig. 1 . 

■j* Gladiolus utrinque floridus, flore rubro* ^ C. J5. p a^te 4 * • t 

^ Klein’a foliis lanceolatis plauis, caule lssvi , ventricofo. Linn. Hcri * Cliff* page 395* 

p Tithymalus dendroides liuarire foliis ex infula Canarina. Plui* Piyt.tBb. 3*9" 

j| Euphorbia aculeata, nuda, fubquiuquangularis* aculeis genmnatia. Liars • Hart* Ctjff » p a ge I9& 

^ Conchae univalves* 5 th fortj pL 1 . fig* 2. Pouchet. 

** Garrulus argentoratenfis. Wtllug* Qrniih* page tab. ao* 
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I afterwards found he is a bird of paffage, that comes to refide for forae months of the 
fnmm er in the foathem parts of Europe, and goes back to fpend the remainder of the 
year in Senegal, I would not omit mentioning that he is fometimes met in his paffage 
at fea. 

The fame day we arrived before the factory of Senegal. After having made the 
ufiial fignals, and fainted the fort with our guns, we caft anchor three leagues higher, 
at the mouth of the river Niger, in nine fathoms water, a flimy bottom, and good 
holding ground. Though we were within half a league of the bar, the fea was very 
high ; and the winds blowing off the fhore, made a prodigious furf, which occafioned 
Our ffiip to roll in a It range manner. Here we were witnefles to a fatal accident, which 
but too often happens at fea. We put out our boat, but unluckily it overfet, and one 
of the men was drowned. However, we did not ftay long in the road; a boat was 
fent from the ifle of Senegal, to carry us over .the bar, and pilot us into the river. 

By a bar we underftand a particular agitation of the waves, which in palling over a 
fhoal *, fwell and rife to a Iheet of water, from ten to twelve feet high, and afterwards 
break in the fall. No fooner has the firfl: wave had its effeCt, but it is followed by a 
fecond, and this by a third. They begin to be perceptible at a hundred and fometimes 
a hundred and fifty fathoms from the coaft, and are as formidable to large as to fmall 
veffels. A boat runs the danger of being overfet, and a fhip of being darned to pieces. 
This bar extends all along the coaft of Senegal ; at leaft there are few places it does 
not reach. Such was the danger we had to encounter before we could enter this river, 
the mouth of which was covered by a bank of fand, againft which the billows dafhed 
with great violence. Luckily for us, we arrived at a time of year when the fea is not 
fo boifterous, confequendy when the bar is lefs difficult to get over : we were piloted 
by negroes, all hearty fellows, and fo well acquainted with this navigation, that very 
rarely any accidents happen. 

The pilot boats belonging to the bar are fmall-decked veffels, from fifty to fixty tons, 
and fometimes larger. They generally fail with ballaft only, and feldom draw more 
than four or five feet water. The care of them is entirely committed to negroes, whom 
you mull not pretend either to contradict or advife. When we were on the bar, we 
were obliged to keep profound filence, that the pilot mij|ht not be in the leaft inter- 
rupted : Tome hid themfelves through fear of beinjjf4|jrowned, and feme through 
apprehenfion of being wet : others, more intrepid than the reft, ftood upon deck to 
view the agitation of the waves. I, as an obferver, could not help placing myfelf in 
this ftation ; and for my pains I got thoroughly wet. We were above half a quarter 
of an hour in this dangerous paffage ; now lifted up by billows which bended under 
tis ; and now toffed by others which daflied againft the fides of the veffel, and covered 
It all over with water. One wave lifted us up very high, and then left us aground ; 
another came and took us up and was followed by others in the like fucceffion. At 
length, after bring toffed in this manner for fome time, we faw ourfelves out of danger. 
As it is cuftomary on this occaiion to make a handfome prefent to the negroes of the 
bar ; each paffenger behaved generoufly towards them, and they were very well 
fctisfied. 

As foon. as we entered the river Niger, we found ourfelves in a very gentle ftream, 
of above three hundred fathoms in breadth, that is, four or five times broader . than 
the Seine at Pont Royal. Its direction is esaCtly north and fouth, parallel to the coaft. 


m f a 531 ? otzr author fliould have underftoed by a bar ; but what he fays above, 

is only the effeft of the fhoal or bar. I only mean, the ftoal is the bar. 
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for the fpace of three leagues, from its mouth to the ifland of Senegal. The land on 
both fides is only one continued plain of quick fands, extremely white, with a few downs 
fcattered here and there, and continually Ihifting according to the caprice of the winds. 
The weftem bank forms a very. low cape or narrow flip of land, which feparates the 
river from the fea, and whofe greateft breadth is not a hundred and fifty fathoms : 
this is called Barbary Point The eaflern bank is higher ; but they are both equally 
dry and barren, and produce only a few low plants. We did not perceive any trees, 
till we advanced two leagues higher, towards the Engiifh ifland ; and then we fpied 
fome mangroves, which are almoft die only tree we faw till we arrived at the ifland of 
Senegal, 

This place is fituated within three leagues of the mouth of the river, and two-thirds 
of a league from the Engiifh ifland. It is the chief fettlement of Senegal ; and the resi- 
dence of the director general. We arrived by night-fall at the harbour eaft of the fort, 
where we landed. As foon as I fet foot on fhore, I waited upon M. de la Brue, the 
director general, who gave me a molt kind reception, I delivered to him the letters of 
recommendation which I had from his uncle M. David, director of the Eaft India com* 
pany, who was pleafed to intereft himfelf in my favour : and they operated even beyond 
what I could pofilbly expect in a country fubject to fuch difficulties. In fhort, he 
promifed to affift me on all occafions, and he did it accordingly with fuch readinefs and 
good nature, as deferves a grateful acknowledgment from the lovers of natural hiilory, 
if I have done any t h ing towards promoting this branch of learning. 

He foon was as good as his word . I had the liberty of travelling up the country, and 
of examining into its various productions. To facilitate my defign, M. de la Brue pro* 
cured me a boat, with negroes, and an interpreter, in fhort all conveniencies, as fpe- 
cified by the Eaft-India company to the fuperior council, in a letter wherein they in* 
form him of my intentions.' 

Being arrived in a country fo different in every refpect from my own, and finding 
myfelf as it were in a new world, whatever I beheld drew my attention, becaufe it af- 
forded me matter of inftruction. The air, the climate, the inhabitants, the animals, 
the lands, and vegetables, all were new to me : not one object that offered itfelf to my 
view, was I accuftomed to. Which way foever I turned my eye, I faw nothing but 
fandy plains *, burnt by thejpoft fcorching heat of the fun. Even the very ifland I 
flood upon, is only a bank offand, about 1150 fathoms in length, and 150 or 200 at 
the molt in breadth, and almoft level with the furface of the water. It divides the 
river into two branches, one of which to the eaftward is about 300 fathoms broad, and 
the other weftward near 200, with aconliderable depth. 

This ifland, notwithftanding its fterility, was inhabited by upwards of three thoufead 
negroes, invited thither by the generality of the whites, into whofe fervice moft of them 
had entered. Here they have erefted houfes or huts, which occupy above one half of 
the ground. Thefe are a kind of dove or ice houfes, the walls of which are reeds 
fattened clofe together, and fupported by flakes driven into the ground. Thefe flakes 
are from five to fix feet high, and have a round covering of ftraw, of the fame height, 
and terminating in a point. Thus each hut has only a ground floor, and is from ten to 
fifteen feet diameter. They have but one fquare door, very low, and many of them 
with a threfhold railed a foot above the ground ; fo that in going in they muft incline 
their bodies, and lift a leg up very high, an attitude not only ridiculous but difegreeablfi* 

* The author is miitaken, or has forgot, for the Guinea-fide is all covered with woods : the ifland and 
the, Jlarbary fhore, or tongue of land, sue vsa&ly na he dejoibes. 
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One or two beds are frequently fufficient for a whole family, including domeftics, who 
lie pell-mell along with their mafters and the children. Their bed is a hurdle laid on 
crofs pieces of wood, and fupported by forkillas, or fmall forks, a foot above the 
ground ; over this they throw a mat, which ferves them for a paillajfe or ftraw bed, 
for a mattrefs, and generally for iheets and bed-clothes ; as to pillows they have none. 
Their furniture is not very cumberfome ; for it confifts only of a few earthen pots, 
called canaris, a few calabafhes, or gourd-bottles, with wooden bowls, and the like 
utenfils. 

All the huts belonging to the fame perfon are inclofed with a wall or palifade of reeds 
about fix feet high ; to which they give the name of tapade. Though the negroes ob- 
ferve very little fymmetry in the fituation of their houfes, yet the French of th'e illand of 
Senegal have taught them to follow a certain uniformity in the largenefs of the tapades , 
which they have regulated in fuch a manner, as to form a fmall town with feveral ftreets 
drawn in a dired fine. Thefe ftreets indeed are not paved; and luckily there is no oc- 
cafion for it ; fince they would be very much at a lofs to find the fmalleft pebble upwards 
of thirty leagues all round. The inhabitants find a greater conveniency in their fandy 
foil : for as it is very deep, and foft, it ferves them to fit upon ; it is alfo their fofa, 
their couch, their bed. Befides,it has feme other good ufes, namely, that there is no 
•danger in falling; and it is always very clean, even after the heavieft rains, becaufe it 
imbibes the water with great eafe, and there needs only an hour of fine weather to dry 
it. However, this town or village, which ever you pleafe to call it, is the^handfomeft, 
thelargeft, and the moft regular in the country : they reckon, as I have already men- 
tioned, upwards of three thoufand inhabitants : it is about a quarter of a league long, 
and the breadth equal to that of the ifland, whofe centre it occupies, being equally 
ranged on both fides of the fort by which it is commanded.. 

We may fafely affirm, that the negroes of Senegal are the likelieft men in all Nigritia 
or Negroland. They are generally above middle fized, well fhaped, and well-limbed. 
There is no fuch thing ever known among them as cripples, or hump-backs, or bandy 
legs, unlefs it be by accident. They are ltrong, robuft, and of a proper temperament 
for bearing fatigue. Their hair is black, curled, downy, and extremely fine. Their 
eyes are large and well cut, with very little beard ; their features agreeable enough, and 
their Ikin the deepeft black. 

Their ufual drefs confifts in a fmall piece of linen which pafles between their thighs ; 
and the two ends, being lifted up and folded, forma fort of drawers, which are tied with 
afillet before ; and thus they cover their nudity. They havelikewife a paan, that is a 
piece of calico, made in the form of a large napkin, which they carelefsly throw over 
their fhoulders, letting one end of it dangle againft their knees. 

The women are much about the fame fize and make as the men. Their {kin is fur- 
prifingly delicate and foft ; their mouth and lips are fmall ; and their features very 
regular. There are fome of them perfedl beauties *. They have a great fhare of 
vivacity, and a vaft deal of freedom and eafe, which renders them extremely agre eab le. 
For their clothing they make ufe of two patzns, one of which goes round their waift, 
hangs down to the knee; and fupplies the place of an under-petticoat ; the other covers 
both their fhoulders, and fometimes the head. This is a modeft drefs enough for fo hot a 
country': but they are generally fatisfied with the faan which ’'covers the reins; and 
they throw off the other whenever they find it troublefome. One may eafxly judge 
that they are not long a dreffing or undreffing, and that their toilette is foon made. 

, * The saft numbers of children, and children’* children, the French begat by them, and left there, 
jrove our author is not lingular in hu opinion. i 
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As the ifland of Senegal is "within the dependance of the kingdom of Oualo, the 
negroes who live there, efpecially thofe who are free, are of that nation. They are, 
generally fpeaking, very goodnatured, fociabie, and obliging. Thofe whom the com- 
pany entertained in my fervice, were Oualofes, as they call themfelves, or by corrup- 
tion, Jallofs. 

Immediately after my arrival, I employed fome months, not only in ftudying the 
manners and charafter of the inhabitants, but likewife in learning the Oualofe language 
which obtained moil generally in that country : for I was fenfibie that it would be of 
great fervice to me, and even indifpenfably neceffary in regard to the refearches I pur- 
pcfed to make. With this view I frequented their company, and was among them as 
often as poffible. At length when I looked upon myfelf as fuffidently acquainted with 
their ufages and manners, and able to judge how to conduct myfelf in a country which 
had long been the object of my moft ardent wifties, I determined to fet out upon a 
ramble. 

The quick fands of the iiland of Senegal, their dogs-grafs, mangroves, and bind- 
weed, could not long afford fufficient employment for a naturalifl. There was no 
way to get further inftruction, but by eroding the river in order to vifit the continent. 
With this view I went over as often as I could in my boat, and feveral days fucceffively. 
The ifland of Sor is the firftland that offers itfelf on the eaftem bank of the river, and 
is oppofite to the ifle of Senegal. It is above a league in length, and interfered by 
final! rivers, which are called marigots. The foil is fandy like that of the ifland of 
Senegal, but of furprifing fertility. In the middle of the ifland there are feveral hills 
of a very gentle afeent, covered with white and red gum trees*, and others of the fpinous 
kind, and of very difficult accefs. 

I landed the firft time on that ifland the ioth of May, attended by my interpreter, and 
the two negroes, who had rowed my boat. It is bordered by a very thick wood, where 
with a good deal of difficulty I found a path, which is the only pafiage to the inner part 
of the ifland. This would be no great harm, if a perfon was not flopped every moment 
by thorns, which are apt to catch his clothes, and tear his legs : for my part I came 
off with lofing a few feraps of my waiftcoat or fhirt, the only apparel one can bear in 
fo fultry a country, and where a fhirt. alone is very cumberfome. But my negroes, 
with all their agility, oftentimes left fome bits of fkin behind them, not to mention the 
thorns which ftuck* in their feet, moft of them going without fandals. Is it not amazing 
that the inhab itants of this ifland fhould have traded with thofe of Senegal more than 
thir ty years, and all this while not have given themfelves the trouble to. open a convenient 
road ! Can there be a ftronger proof of the lazinefs and indolence of the negroes ? 
Their high road, the great thoroughfare of this ifland, is a path, which does not even 
merit that name ; fince a perfon is often obliged to creep on all four in order to get 
through it. Notwithftanding thefe difficulties I forced my way. 

My negroes informed me, that there was fome game in this place. I had my gun, and 
each of them had theirs. I courfed for fome time without being difeouraged by the 
curvatures I was obliged to make every moment under the thorns. I killed a few par- 
tridges and hares, which made me amends for my pains. The hares of this country are 
not altogether like thofe of France : they are not fo large ; and their colour is fomething 
between a hare and a rabbet. Their fleffi is white, which gives them a greater refem- 
blance to a rabbet ; but they do not burrow : they are tender, and extremely well tailed. 
The fame cannot be faid of their partridges : they are fo tough, as to be good foe 

* A fort of aeacfc or Egyptian thorn, on which they gather two forts of gum, tne white and the *#d» 
heretofore known by the name of gum Arabic, and at preient by that of gum bensga. 
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nothing. I doubt much whether we ought not rather to call them wood-hens, for they 
are the fame iize, and much about the fame colour. They are fufficiently diftinguilhed 
from other birds of this kind, by two ftrong fpurs to their feet. 

Pleafed with my fport, I proceeded as rar as the village of Sor, which gives name 
to the ill and. Before I could get thither, I was obliged to crofs two marigots : thefe 
are rivulets with which the whole country is interfered in fuch a manner, that one 
cannot advance above two of three paces, without being obftru&ed. I had contrived 
an expedient, when they were not too deep ; which was, to make my negroes carry 
me over. On this occafion I made ufe of it : one of them took me upon his fhoulders, 
and as his clothes did not incommode him greatly, he was quickly up to his breaft in 
water \ fo that he wafted mein an inftant, as if he was running a race, over the firft 
marigot , which was broader than the Seine at Pont Royal. Thus was I mounted, if E 
may be permitted the term i and it is the fafeft method of eroding, becaufe the negroes 
are ufed to walk through thefe watry plains, as upon land, and they know all the roads j 
and indeed, as I had no other conveyance in eroding a river or a lake of a middling 
depth ; I fhall repeat it no more. 

Notwithstanding the care I had taken, my fhoes got wet, butwere not long a drying. 
I had to walk on fands, which it would be incorrect to call by any other epithet than 
burning , fince even in the molt moderate weather, they experience there a heat of do 
degrees and upwards as I afterwards found by the obfervations which I fcrupuloully fol- 
lowed with M. de Reaumur’s thermometer. A perfon may make an eflay by getting 
fuch a heat in his feet, at a time when that of the ambient air is 22 degrees in the 
lhade, as it was then in the ifland of Senegal the 10th of May, one of the coldeft win- 
ter days in that country : it is eafythen to judge of the extreme fenfibility of an Euro- 
pean, tranfplanted from a temperate climate, to the hottefl part of the globe. My 
fhoes grew tough like a horn, then cracked, and fell away to powder : even the feet of 
my negroes were chopped. The very reflection of the heat of the fun peeled the ikin 
off my face, and gave me a fmarting, which fometimes lafted five or fix days. Such 
were the ordinary effects of the great heat I had to fuffer, when I undertook this ram- 
ble over the diftrid of Senegal : effe&s which increafe in fuch a manner, that the heat 
of the place inftead of 22 degrees, mounted to 34 in the fliade, that is, in the coldeft 
air. To thefe inconveniencies I muft add that of the quick fands, which are exceffively 
fatiguing, becaufe you fink up to your ancle ; and your fhoes being filled therewith, 
become intolerably heavy and troublefome. Then, for the firft time, I perceived the 
ufe of that thick fkin, thicker than the breadth of a finger, with which nature has 
. ftrengthened the foies of the negroes feet, whereby they are fecured againft the hard- 
■ nefs of external bodies, fo as to have no occafion for fhoes. Yet I accuftomed myfelf 
by degrees to this kind of fatigue ; for there is nothing but what one may conapafs with 
a good will ; and this was not wanting. 

After thefe viciflitudes of a paffage through thorns, rivers, and burning fands, where 
I courfed and herborized all the way, I- arrived at length at the village of Sor. There 
I found the governor, whom the negroes diftinguifihed ,by the name of Borom-dek , that 
is, matter of the village. He was a venerable old man, about fifty, with a grey beard 
and hoary locks. When I call him an old man, of fifty, this is becaufe the negroes of 
Senegal are really old at the age of forty-five, and oftentimes fooner : and I remember 
to have heard the French inhabitants of Senegal fay feveral times, that according to the 
beft of their obfervation, the negroes of that country feldom lived to be older than fixty, 
which agrees exactly with the remarks I endeavoured to afeertain during my ftay at 
Senegal* But to return to the matter of the village of Sor j he was a lufty, well looking 

maD, 
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man, whofe phyiiognomy befpoke him a perfon of gentle manners and great good 
nature. His name was Baba-Sec : he was fitting on the fand, under the made of a 
jujube*, planted before his hut, where he was finoaking and ccnverfing with a few 
friends. As foon as he faw me, he rofe up, prefented his hand to me thrice, then laid 
it upon his forehead, and afterwards upon his breaft, afking me each time, in his 
language, how I did. I performed the fame ceremony myfelf at the fame time, 
becaufe I underftood that fuch was the manner of faluting in this country. He did not 
take off his cap, for he wore none : as to my part I followed the French cuftom, which 
is never to take off our hats to people of his complexion. He ordered a mat to be 
fet before me, and I fat down : then he placed himfelf in one of the comers ; and 
notwithftanding all I could do, there was no prevailing on him to draw towards the 
middle. This is a mark of refpect they Ihew the French, whom they look upon as 
great people ; that is, as great lords, and far their fuperiors. Indeed they are not 
much in the wrong ; and this kind of fubmiffion ought to be encouraged as much as 
poffible ; fo I did not prefs him hard. Two of his wives (for polygamy is eftablifhed 
in that country) came immediately after with their children, to pay their compliments 
to me, and they brought me a few bowls full of milk, with eggs and fowls. I drank 
fome of the milk, and thanked them for the reft. 

It was near their dinner time, and Baba-Sec depended upon my flaying. In the 
mean time, my curiofity led me to fee the village. The huts were neither fo large nor 
fo neat as thofe I had feen in the ifle of Senegal. In fome, the covering came down 
almoft to the ground, and was kept up before the door by a few flakes, to form a 
kind of pent-houfe, which {heltered them from the rays of the fun. In others, the 
walls were dene over with thick mud, mixed with cow-dung, which flunk abominably. 
The latter had two oppofite entrances, each of which was only an oval made in the 
wall, of a foot and half diameter, and two feet from the ground. I had found the 
fquare doors of the ifland of Senegal very uneafy ; but thefe were ftill more fo, fince 
there was no fuch thing as entering them without doubling my chin to my knees. The 
infide was in’ every refpe6t like what I had feen in Senegal. The ftreets were as irre- 
gular as the huts, and very narrow. Notwithftanding 'the little proportion obferved 
by thofe architects, the villages ftill are very agreeable, becaufe they are planted with 
trees, which befides the coolnefs of their fhade, refrelh the eye with a perpetual verdure. 

The children of both fexes, even fuch as were nine or ten years old, an age at which 
the marks of puberty begin to Ihew tbemfelves, were ftark naked. The girls had for 
ornament round their waift a girdle of glafs toys, or, where thofe could not be had, of 
a requien'sf knuckle-bones, or of cockle-fhells {fringed like a pair of beads. Some 
perhaps will imagine that thofe children, in this ftate of nakednefs, mult be dalhed at 
the fight of a ftranger : but far from it ; you may go up to them, and even play with 
them, they will give themfelves no fawcy airs j and though they are neither fhame- 
faced nor balhful, yet there is nothing in their countenance but what is natural and 
eafy. No doubt but it will be alfo furprifing to many, that children, who were fcarce 
fix months old, fhould begin to walk by themfelves. It was pleafant to fee thofe, little 
creatures tumbling on the land before the fun, and creeping on all four like little 
monkeys, '%nd to hear them utter inarticulately a few words between their teeth, with 
an air of contentment and pleafure. T. he women had all a balf-fuan round their waift, 
which ferved them for a petticoat ; but from their waift upwards they were na k e d . 

* Jujuba aculeata, nervofis foliis infra fericeis fla^irs. Burnt. Then. Zeyl. p. 131. Tai. 6 l. 

f A Toradoua fifh, of the nature of a fea dog. The young rtquitnt are a diih very much Iked by 
the negroes. 
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Being 1 generally well made, they have a very good air in this difhabille, efpecially when 
a perfon is ufed to their colour : thofe who are not accuftomed to them, muft be con- 
tent with admiring their fhape, which is extremely fine. 

Which way foever I turned my eves on this pleafant fpot, I beheld a perfect image 
of pure nature : an agreeable folirude. bounded on every fide by a charming landfcape; 
the rural fituation of cottages in the midft of trees ; the eafe and indolence of the 
negroes, reclined under the (hade of their fpreading foliage ; the fimplicity of their 
drefs and manners ; the whole revived in my mind, the idea of our firft parents, and 
I feemed to contemplate the world in its primeval ftate. 

My mind was agreeably amufed with thefe reveries, when word was brought me, 
from the governor of the village, that dinner waited for me. Upon which I turned 
back with my negroes, who conduSed me through that labyrinth of cottages, where 
otherwife I fhould have been eafily loft. I found the governor juft on the very fpot 
where I left him, with his children, and a few friends. They fat crofs-legged on the 
fand, round a large wooden bowl full of coufcous ; which is a thick-grained pap, made 
of two forts of millet. He made me fit down by him ; then he began to fall to, and 
thrufting his hand into the dilh, he took a handful of coufcous, which he roiled about 
with his fingers, for want of a fork and fpoon, a conveniency they have not yet learnt. 
He invited me afterwards to do the fame. I did not let him prefs me hard, but 
followed his example : for I never departed from this principle, that nothing con- 
tributes more to gain the confidence and friendlhip of ftrangers among whom you 
refide, than to conform to their cuftoms and manner of living ; and I always found 
my account in it. The coufcous was judged excellent ; and one of the molt convincing 
proofs thereof, \fras, that the difh was foon emptied. For my part I did not judge fo 
favourably of it $ nothing that I can think of is more infipid than this difh ; and the 
manner of eating it is every whit as difagreeable. However, I ufed myfelf to it j and 
found it afterwards very good. This lingle courfe conftituted our whole feaft. 

When dinner was over, a young fhe-flave, in her natural habit, prefented us all 
round a bowl full of water, out of which each perfon drank ; and then they made ufe 
of it to wafh the hand that had performed the office of a fpoon, which is always the 
right $ the left being defigned for ufes inconfiftent with cleanlinefs. Thefe praftices, 
like polygamy, are a confequence of the precepts of the Mahometan religion, which 
they have fo far embraced, as its principles are agreeable to their own cuftoms and 
eafy manner of living. I was very much furprized, not to fee any of my landlord’s 
wives eating in company with him, but I was told, that fuch was the cuflom of the 
country, and that no woman ever had that honour done her ; becaufe they are per- 
fuaded, like good Mahometans, that there is no paradife for the female fex. There- 
fore they dined after us, and in the fame manner ; that is, without table, plates, table- 
cloth, fpoons, knives, forks, or napkins. 

In order to make my hoft amends for his good entertainment, I prefented him 
with a few j>aties* of iron, and I diffcributed fome glafs toys among his wives and 
children. He wanted to keep me for a ball which was juft going to begin ; but I 
begged him to poftpone it till another time, becaufe it was near fun-fet. We parted 
extremely well fatisfied with each other. The guirictsf in return for the generality 
with which I had behaved towards them, attended me upwards of two hundred paces, 
beating on the drum, to the found of which all the young people danced in cadence, 

* The patte of iron is the twelfth part of a bar nine feet long; and ferves for money in this count ty. 

"f This is the name the negroes give to the nraficiana and drummers of the country. 

■ ’ expr effing. 
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expreffing their joy. At length I loft light of them, and made all the hafte I could, 
back to the ifland of Senegal. 

1 was not a little pleafed with this my firft reception at the lord of Sor’s. It convinced 
me, that there ought to be conudenble abatements made, in the accounts I had read 
and heard every where, of the lavage character of the Africans ; and I was of opinion, 
that this fhould not extend to the natives of Senegal. This gave me great encourage- 
ment to go oftener amongft them ; and I was highly delighted to hear a little while 
after, that a veffei was to fet out the month following, to buy fome oxen at the 
Mulketoe trading-place. An agent belonging to the company who was entnrfted with 
this commillion, engaged me to perform the voyage with him. Accordingly we 
embarked the 16th of June, early in the morning, upon the river Niger. "We 
afcended the ftream, and when we came to the point of the ifle of Bifeche, we began 
to lofe light of the ifland of Senegal, which is about a league diftant from thence. To 
the right we had the ifle of Bifeche, and the wood iilsnd to the left : they were both, 
bordered with mangroves ; fo that our navigation was as pleafant as if we had been 
failing through a large avenue of beautiful trees. The mangroves* have fomething fo 
extraordinary in their nature, that I cannot pafs them over in lilence. The largeft of 
thefe trees are generally no more than fifty feet high ; they grow only in the water, 
and on the banks of rivers where the tide goes up twice a-day. They preferve the 
verdure of their leaves throughout the year, which may be faid alfo of moft of the trees 
of this country : but what renders them more remarkable, is the long roots, which 
iffuing out of their loweft branches, hang down to the water, and penetrate into the 
earth. Then they refemble fo many arcades from five to ten feet high, which ferve 
to fupport the body of the tree, and even to advance it daily into the bed of the river. 
Thefe arcades are fo clofe, and intertwifted, one with another, that they form a kind 
of natural and tranfparent terrace, raffed with fuch foliaity over the water, that one 
might walk upon them, were it not that the branches are too much encumbered 
with leaves. 

Thus we advanced three leagues through mangroves, after which from the tnarigei 
of Kiala to that of Torkhod, within four leagues and a hal£ of the ifland of Senegal, 
we faw nothing on both banks of the river, but rulhes or weeds from ten to fifteen 
feet highf. Torkhod is a village fituate on the left fide of the river Niger, upon a 
hill of red fand, at the foot of which paffeth the marigct that bears its name. This 
is the only village we could fee the whole way from the ifland of Senegal. The 
mangroves had intercepted the profpect of the others, which are fcattered about the 
low lands overflown by the Niger. The advantageous fituation of Torkhod, the red 
colour of the hill, the beauty of the trees, with which it is adorned, and the meadows 
which it commands, all together afford a very agreeable profpect. The fifliermen 
belonging to the place brought us fome fhell-fifli by the French called rnachoirans\, with 
eels and other filh which they had catched in their little river. We bought about five 
dozen, which did not Hand us in three deniers a piece. From whence we continued 
our voyage, meeting with a few more mangroves, on the right bank of the river, till 
we came within a league of a village called Maka, where thefe trees terminate. 

The fame day we arrived before fun-fet at the Mulketoe trading-place ; where was 
to be the fale of cattle. This being the firft port we meet with, in going up the Niger, 

* Mangles aquatica, foliis fubrotundis Sc pun&atis. Plum. gin. pag. 13. 

-J- Gramen da&ylon bicorne tomentofum maximum, fpicis cumeromfimis. Shan. Jam. vol. I. tab. ig» 

j Nhamdia Brafilienlibus, bagre do Rio Lufitanis. Marogr . p. J49. 

„ Myilu* cirrhis fex loitgifEmis, pinna dorfi fecanda triangular*, Gronov. Muf, Jchth . p. 35. n. 84, 
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the fame is pra&ifed here, as at fea by thofe who pafs the tropic: the French, the 
firifc time they come this way, are bound to make a prefent to the laptots* ; and there- 
fore I gave them the ufual gratuity. The Muiketoe trading-place is only thirteen 
leagues to the north A north-eafl of the ifland of Senegal. This is a fruitful plain ex- 
tending on both fides the river as far as the village of Maka, which we left behind 
us : the whole trad of ground, upwards of feven leagues in length, is laid out in 
fpadous meadows, where the inhabitants breed a vaft number of cattle. The name of 
marigot , of the Mulketoes, is given to a fmall river, which falls into the Niger, a little 
below the trading-place; becaufe it is full of very high and thick weeds, which ferve 
to harbour a kind of Muiketoes called maringoins. Sometimes thofe little infeds iffue 
forth from thefe inacceffible places, in fuch fwarms, that they darken the air. It is 
very difficult to guard againfl them, becaufe their fling will penetrate through the 
compadefl woollen Huffs ; and the multitudes of them that attack a perfon all at the 
fame time, caufe a prodigious pain, and throw the whole body, as it were, into 
a ferment. This is one of the greatell inconveniences that all aquatic places are 
fubjed to. 

The Moors waited for us, within two hundred paces of the north bank of the river, 
where they were encamped. All over the country, nothing was to be feen but 
numerous flocks of oxen, wethers, kid, and camels, which ranged about in full liberty. 
The day following I went on fhore to view the oxen, which feemed to me very dif- 
ferent from thofe of Europe ; for molt of them were larger and higher legged ; but 
they were particularly remarkable for a lump of flefh, which rofe above a foot on the 
withers, between the two fhoulders. The rams (which they are not ufed to caftrate) 
are alfo of a very peculiar fort. They bear no refemblance to our French rams, 
except in their head and tail ; but as to their fize, and hair, they are more like a goat : 
the latter animal has nothing remarkable. The flefh of both is extremely delicate, 
but often too perfumed. It feems that a fleece of wool would have been inconvenient 
to fheep in fo hot a country ; and therefore, nature has changed it for thin hair of 
moderate length. 

As I rambled among thofe numerous flocks, I found myfelf approaching towards 
the adouar ; a name they give to a duller of tents, where the Moors are lodged. 
Thefe tents are all round in the form of a cone, and made of goats and camels hair, 
impenetrable to the rain. They were ranged near to one another, in a circular form, 
each fupported by a pole in the middle, and fixed all round with thongs of ox fkin, 
fattened to flakes about a foot from the ground. The infide of them was hung with 
feveral rows of mats, fecured on one fide by the tents, and on the other by their 
moveables : the latter confifl of a few borrachoes containing their cloaths, their 
milk, and butter ; in. fhort, all their provifions, and a few pieces of calabalhes, which 
ferve for utenfils. 

While the men looked after their cattle, the women were confined to their tents, 
where they employed their time in churning butter, in fpinning, and taking care of 
their children and other domeflic concerns. They are of an olive complexion, with 
very regular features, and large fparkling eyes j their hair is long and plaited ; feme 
have it hanging down, and others tied up. They feemed to be well made, though 
fmall } and a great deal more refereed than the negroe women. The men are not 
much taller than the negroes ; but they differ in their colour, which is red or a red 
brown ; in their hair, which is of a middling length, curled, and much thicker ; and 

* This is the name given to'the negroes in the fervice of the Eaft India company. 
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efpecially in their mufcles, which appear more under their fkin : they have alfo a more 
meager face, with lefs flelh; and their {kin is not fo fmootfc, The'drefs both of men 
and women, confifts in a long fhirt of black linen, and a paan, with which the women 
cover their head and fhoulders ; the men fometimes roll it about their bodies like a 
waift-band, and fometimes round their heads, in imitation of a turbant. This paan 
is not always black and made of cotton ; there are a great many men who wear it of 
white wool, and oftentimes edged with red, I fpoke once already of the repaft I 
made with the Negroes ; but the Moors are no way inferior to them in frugality. 
Their ordinary food is milk, either of camels, cows, goats, or {heep, with millet; 
and very often milk and gum alone is their whole repafi, and ferves them for mpat 
and drink. 

Though two mouths were not yet elapfed fince my coming to Senegal, I never- 
thelefs had an opportunity of feeing, and forming feme judgement, at leaf! as much 
as was neceffary, for the time prefent, of two nations, the moft diftant in their 
cuftoms and manner of living, of all thofe that inhabit this part of Africa, namely, 
the Moors and the Negroes. In both, I had obferved great humanity and fociablenefs, 
which cave me ftrong hopes, that I Ihould be very fafe among them, and meet with 
the fuccefs I defired in my inquiry after the curiofiries of their country. 

The next day 1 went a herborizing and courfmg over the beautiful fields on the op- 
pofite bank of the river.' At that time they were covered with a large kind of millet, 
called guiar-natt*, or guinea corn : it was now almoft ripe, and the Negroes had covered 
the ears with its own leaves, to fttelter it from the fparrows, which do a great deal of 
mifehief in this country. It was no finall labour to walk acrofs thofe fpaciaus fields of 
millet, the {talks being very large and compact, and full eight feet high. The heat 
was quite ftifling, for not the leaf! breath of air could be perceived amidft thofe high 
plants ; and the fun, at a very little diftance from the zenith, darted his rays almoft 
perpendicularly. My Negroes, in order to amufe themfelves in this long walk, and to 
quench their thirft, plucked feveral intire ftalks of millet, and fucked the juice, after 
ftripping it of its hulk. They gave me fome to tafte, and I found it fo fweet and 
pleafant, that I quickly followed their example. I do not at all doubt but the {balks 
of millet, prepared in the fame manner as fugar canes, would afford a very proper juice 
for making fugar. 

At length, after walking half an hour without feeing any thing but plants all round 
me, I arrived at the foot of a little hill, whereon was built a village, which the Ne- 
groes call Depleur. I had viewed it from the bank of the river, where it afforded a 
moft delightful profpe£t. The foot of this hill was all of pure red fend, and entirely 
planted with gardens. At that time there were giromons . a fort of rauflirooms peculiar 
to hot countries, and not at all inferior in fize to thofe of cold climates, but greatly fu- 
perior in fweetnefs and delicacy of tafte. The two fpecies of Indian ketmia f, the green 
and the red, grow, there extremely well ; they are Ihrubs four or five feet high, and 
refemble ours only in the tafte. The reft of the ground is covered with tobacco and 
French beans. 

From thefe gardens, I proceeded to the village, without intending to make any ftay 
there, becaufe it did not appear to me, to differ from thofe I had feen already. As it 
is not much frequented by the French, by reafon of its diftance from the river, the 
little children, who had never beheld any white people, were frightened greatly at feeing 
me ; and ran away as fall as they could, to feek for Ihelter between their mothers leg*: 

* Milium arundinaceum, fubrotundo femiue forgo nomiuatum. €• E* Pin * 26* 

t Ketmia Indica, goffvpii folio 3 acetofse fapore. Plum . Cat.p* 2, 
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at the fame time they gave very loud cries, which did not frighten me much, becaufe 
I foon difcovered die caufe. Yet I got a little out of the way, to avoid the frighful 
noife occasioned by my prefence ; when a woman who .law me gathering fruit in the 
garden, thought to oblige me, by bringing me fome of a fort greatly efteemed in that 
country. At the fame time flic conducted me into the middle of the village, where 
Hood the tree from which Ihe had plucked them. It was very large, but not high : by 
its fupple pendant boughs, and long thorns, I knew it to be the agihalid of Profper 
Alpinus*: The Negroes call it fownpe. As I flopped to view this tree, I was quickly 
furrounded by a number of bovs and girls, whom curiofity had drawn together. Some 
out ofrefpect, and fome out of fear, keep themfelves at a diftance : others were fami- 
liar enough to come near me, and to alkfor glafs trinkets ; for thefe, as I obferved be- 
fore, are the merchandife and ornament which the Negroes chiefly delight in. Mofl: 
of them had never feen a white man fo near ; fome touched my cloaths and my linen ; 
others took hold of my hat, and of my hair which I wore in a bag, thinking it im- 
poffible it lhould grow to fuch a length as they faw it about my ears ; others in Ihort, 
felt the bag itfelf, and affeed me for tobacco, with which they thought it to be filled, 
becaufe of its being fo very like a little fquare leather bag, wherein they are accultomed 
to carry tobacco upon their breafts ; but how great was their furprife, upon feeing me 
take off my bag, when my hair fell down to ..my waift. The liberty I gave them to 
examine both, foon undeceived them, as well in regard to the pretended ufe of the bag, 
as to my hair, the length of which they no longer doubted of, when they faw it really 
fattened to my head. 

This extraordinary and unexpected feene, occafionedmy making feveral reflections as 
I went from thence. It came Into my head, that my colour fo oppofite to the blacknefs 
of the Africans, was the fcrft thing that flruck the children : thefe poor little creatures 
were then in the fame cafe as our infants, the firfl: rime they fee a Negro. I recalled to 
mind alfo, that the fecond thing which furprifed the reft, was the length and thicknefs 
of my hair, compared to theirs, which looks like very fine curled wool : and in the laft 
place, the weight and conftraint of my apparel, which after all, confifted only of a 
very light callico waiftcoat. The reader will no longer be furprifed that fome of them 
ftiould aik me for merchandize, and others for tobacco, when he is informed, that 
Negroes of every age, fex, and condition, are ufed to afk even the fmalleft trifles of the. 
whites, when they cannot pilfer them-; it is with good reafon faid, that they are the 
moil; artful beggars, and the moft dextrous thieves in the univerfe. 

Inftead of following the road I had taken acrofs the tirefome fields of millet, to go 
to Depleur, I returned by the meadow above them. I faw there only a few gum trees, 
a prodigious quantity of tamarifks like thofe of Narbonne, the fhrub fejban f, and a 
large fpecies of fenfuive plant, which the Negroes call guerackiao , that is, good morrow , 
becaufe, they fay, when you. touch it, or draw near to fpeak to it, the plant imme- 
diately inclines its leaves to wilh you, as it were, a good morrow, and to fhew, that 
it is fenfible of the politenefs done it. Among tile herbs with which the meadow is 
ffrewed, I took notice of th ejuft<sa\, of arfmartf, chick weed 5, and feveral fpecies 
of moliugo ; of a great many forts of grafs, of the coldenia ||, and a fmall fenfitive plant, 
rampant, and not fpinous, infinitely more delicate and fenfible than all the fpecies that 
I know. 

, * Agjbalid. P, Alp. Mg#. vol. 3./. so. f Sefban. P.Alp. Merit, v. %■ p. 

t Julasca ere da, fioribus tetrapetalis odfcandris feffilibus. Linn . H. Zeyl . 170. 

f Perficaria niaderafpataaa, longiore folio furfuto, Pluh. Phytogr. tab. 210 .fig* 7. 

4 Alfiae lotoidw ficuk. Bote. rar. pi. so. || Coldenia. Linn.H. Zeyl. 69. 
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I did not neglect, the following days, to vifit the neighbouring villages and fields, 
where I found great plenty of a kind of fhrub hitherto unknown to botanifts which 
the Moors call guerzim. I likewife difeovered a considerable number of other new 
plants ; but it would be of no ufe to mention them here. 

There are a great many wild boars in thofe parts, but I never could come up with 
any of them. I killed feveral of thofe birds, which the French call large eyes : and, 
indeed, they are of a largenefs that has no fort of proportion to the head. In the form 
of their body, and of their feet, which are fplit into three toes, they are very like a 
buftard : they are as large as a hen, and their feathers are of an aft-grey, mixed with 
white. .Their flefh is tender, and may be eaten. I could not avoid having very good 
fport in the meadow, for there is plenty of game : but it was interrupted every 
moment by the loud and importunate cries of a kind of bird, which the Negroes call 
mtt-xiett , the French fquallers or bawlers, becaufe as foon as they fee a man, 
they let up a loud fereaming, and keep flying round him, as if their intent was to warn 
the other birds which upon hearing the cry immediately take wing. Thefe birds are the 
bane of fportfmen, who are fure to find the place clear of all game foon after their arrival. 
In fhort, they put me into a paffion, which coft them very dear ; for, as they always fly 
in pairs, I killed feveral brace. There were two forts ; and neither of them hardly ex- 
ceeded the bignefs of a pigeon ; but they were high-legged, and had a very long neck. 
The colour of one was aft-grey on the back and wings, the reft of their body was al- 
together white. The other had their wings and part of the tail black, and their fhoul- 
ders were armed with a fmall horn of the fame colour, very long, of the fhape and hard 
confiftency of a fpur, which ferved them as an offenfive and defenfive weapon againft 
the other birds. ■ 

Wewere now in the eighth day of our voyage, when we finifhed our bufinefs, and 
thought of returning to the ifland of Senegal. The Moors, who had repaired to this place 
only to fell their cattle, having foraged the country all round, were preparing to en- 
camp on another fpot, and even to retire towards the mountains, at a great diftance 
northward of the river, to avoid the inundations with which the firft rains of the 
month of June had lately threatened them. Their tents were already ftruck, and, 
they had put them, together with their furniture and utenfils, into facks of leather 
neatly dreffed. The whole was loaded on the backs of camels and oxen, which car- 
ried their houfes, moveables, wives and children. Such is the life the Moors lead ; 
they are never fixed to a fpot : their flocks, in which confifts their whole wealth, oblige 
them to change quarters, according as the feafons and the nature of their pafturage 
require. _ 

Soon after my return to the ifland of Senegal, an opportunity offered of going to Podor, 
a fattory belonging to the company, diftant from this ifland fixty leagues or thereabouts, 
on the river Niger. The veffel was to go and return without flopping ; yet I went on 
board. My Negroes did not want folicitadon to follow me 5 fo they joined with the 
fhip’s company. We fet fail the 30th of June, afeending the river nearly from weft to 
eaft. The winds were fo favourable, that we arrived in three days at Podor. As fo 
expeditious a navigation did" not allow me time to go on fhore, I embraced this oppor- 
tunity of taking a plan of the courfe of the river. I obferved the different widths of its 
bed, and of the mouths of rivers that empty themfelves into it, the angle which the 
latter form in their difemboguing, the iflands we found by the way, and their length: 
I likewife founded their depth ; in fhort, I neglected nothing that was capable of ren- 
dering my obfervations moft accurate. For this purpofe I made ufe ofthe compafeto 
mark the changes of direction in its courfe, meafuring from time to time its velocity 
or that of the veffel : fometimes I added to thefe two methods an elbmate of the grew* 
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nefs of the diftances, in -which I had every conveniency, and met with ail the fuccefs 
I could wiih. If we except a few ihoais here and there in the bed of the Niger, which 
may be eafily avoided when the winds are not quite contrary, one is fure of finding it 
navigable throughout. Though it was then at its greateft ebb, yet it was from twenty 
to thirty feet and more deep. The fea-water, which flows every common year as high 
up as the marigot of the Mufketoes, that is, about fifteen leagues from the mouth of the 
river, had reached this year as far as the defert, that is, upwards of thirty leagues. 
This is about the difiance where the fait water ftops : but the tide is perceived a great 
deal higher up ; it reaches as far as Podor, where it is vifible by the rifing of the frefh 
water, which is iubject to the fame vicifiitudes of tide, but at lefs equal periods. The 
higheft flood which I meafured on the banks of the fea, near the ifland of Senegal, is 
but two feet and a half in the great equinoctial tides. It feems therefore that the Niger 
from Podor to the fea, that is, in the courfe of fixty leagues, has not an inclination of 
above two feet and a half ; fo that there is reafon to believe that this entire trad of land, 
excepting the land-hills fcattered here and there, forms a plain exceffively low and flat, 
and of fuch a level, that if the fea was to rife every where alike from twenty to thirty 
feet, the whole country would be overflowed. 

The fort of Podor is built on the fouth bank of the river Niger, on a fpot heretofore 
covered with wood; but the great quantity which the French have cut down for 
upwards of ten years, that they have been fettled there, has removed the foreft 
farther back to the diftance of a fmall half league. Here are moll beautiful tamarifks, 
red gum-trees, and feveral other forts of thorny acacias , the wood of which is extremely 
hard, and in the colour and beauty of its veins not unlike thofe which we ufe in 
inlaid work. The button-tree, of a very different fpecies from that of America, grow* 
here very common. The eafe with which this tree receives the tool, and its fine yellow, 
render it preferable to all other forts of yood in joiners’ work. It is known among the 
Negroes by the name of khofs. The rich foil of this country is a great encouragement 
to gardening. And indeed the French have planted feveral which thrive amazingly, 
fuch as orange, citron, lemon, fig, and pomegranate-trees, befides guavas, ananas, 
papaws, and four-fops *, and a fpecies of cafhew-nut, which paffeth for one of the beft 
fruit-trees that grow in hot countries. The different legumes of Europe thrive here 
in great perfection. They have plenty of potatoes which multiply greatly in wet marlhy 
lands, where they have been once planted. This root ferves them inftead of chefouts, 
which it greatly excels in goodnefs and delicacy of tafte. The acidity of the other 
fruits fumilhes them with a juice, more fuited to the inhabitants of a warm climate. 

During the few days that I ftaid at Podor, the thermometer gave me one degree of 
heat more than I had felt on the ifland of Senegal before my departure : it marked 
from thirty to thirty-one degrees. The fifth of July, it was ftill at thirty degrees at 
feven o’ clock in the evening after fun-fet, in the coldeft expofition of the open air to 
the north, declining to the eaft. 

The fame day two oftriches, which had been bred near two years in the faftory, af- 
forded me a fight of fo extraordinary a nature, as to deferve a place in this narrative. 
Thefe gigantic birds I had feen only by the way, as I travelled over the burning fands 
on the left of the Niger, but now I had a full view of them at my eafe. Though they 
were butyoung, ftill they were very near of an equal fize with the largeft. They were 
fo tame, that two little blacks mounted both together on the back of the largeft : no 
fooner did he feel their weight, than he began to run as faft as ever he could, till he 
carried them feveral times round the village ; and it was impoflrble to flop him, other- 

* Anooa maxima, folii» ktis fplendentibss, frufta maxiroo, viridi conoide, tuberculis feu fpinulis 
knocentibus afpsro. Sloan. Jam. <voh z. tsi. 325. . .s 
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wife than by obftruffingthepafTage. This fight pleafed ms fa well, th^t I would have 
it repeated : and to try their ftrength, I made a full-grown Negro mount the fmaileft, 
and two others the largeft, This burden did net feem to me at ail cifpropoi tioned to 
their ftrength. At firfh they went a moderate gall ip ; when they were heated a little, 
they expanded their wigs as if it were to catch the wind, and they moved with fuch 
fleetnefs, that they feemed to be off the ground. Every body muft fome time or other 
have feen a partridge run, confequently muft know there is no man whatever able to 
keep up with it ; and it is eafy to imagine, that if this bird had a longer itep, its fpeed 
would be confiderably augmented. The oftrich moves like the partridge, with both 
thefe advantages ; and I am fatisned that tliofe 1 am fpeaking cf, would have diitancad 
the fleeted: race-horfes that were ever bred in England. It is true they would not hold 
out fo long as a horfe ; but without all doubt they would be able to perform the race 
in lefs time. 1 have frequently beheld this fight, which is capable of giving one an 
idea of the prodigious ftrength of an oftrich ; and of {hewing what ufe it might be of, 
had we but the method of breaking and managing it as we do a horfe. 

I was not fo long in falling down the river to the ifiand of Senegal, as I had been in 
going up to Podor. The north-eaft winds, and the current of the ftreams, which had 
been confiderably fwelled by the late rains, proved fo favourable to us, that we feized 
the opportunity to make the belt of our way back, without flopping or going afliore. 
Yet I did not repent this firft voyage ; for I learnt thereby the many advantages I 
might derive from a fecond, and even from a third. In taking a plan of the river 
Niger, I had reckoned nine or ten villages on the north bank, and forty-feven on the 
fouth. A river from two to three hundred fathoms broad, the banks planted with 
trees of various kinds, and the leaves in perpetual verdure ; the numerous droves of 
elephants walking on its borders ; the fea horfes, the crocodiles, with an infinite mul- 
titude of other very extraordinary animals, aad a far greater number of birds remark- 
able for the brightnefs and variety of their colours ; all this together feemed to open an 
ample field for new and important obfervations. 

At my return to the ifland of Senegal the 15th of July, I perceived the effect of the 
rains, which had fallen in vaft abundance for fome days. The fwell of the river was 
fo fudden, that the 19th there was a return of frefh water at its mouth ; where, two 
days before, the water was perfectly fait. This term ferves to divide the year into two 
feafons, which differ very little from one another. The firft is, when it does not rain 
at all, and when the waters of the Niger are fpoiled by thofe of the fea : this begins 
in December, and ends in June or July. The fecond is, when it is fubject to rains, and 
the river water is frefti. The rains feldom laft more than three months j they begin at 
the end of June, and end in the month of September. 

If the word Summer belongs to the hotteft, and that of Winter, to the coldeft wea- 
ther, I cannot fee the reafon why all our ancient voyagers give the name of fummer 
to the dry feafon under the torrid feafon, and that of winter to the rainy feafon : for it 
is certain, and I know it by obfervations performed with the thermometer, during the 
fpace of five years, that the greateft heats are generally in the rainy feafon, to which 
they have given the name of winter. The French at Senegal, who perceived the error 
into which voyagers were fallen, attempted modeftly to correct it, by changing the word 
fummer into that of hiv feafon , that is, when the waters of the Niger are low ; and they 
have given the name of high feafon , to the winter of the ancients, becaufe the waters of the 
Niger are then very high. 'Without examining into this error, which has been blpdly 
embraced by moft of the writers on natural hiftory in our time, and being diffufed through 
their principal works, has long had a confiderable effect on the ftudy of natural philo 
fophy, and particularly on meteorological knowledge, a branch at this time fo greatly . 
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embroiled : I ftiall be . fatisfied here with obferving, that this miftake requires a fevere 
animadverfion. I fhall therefore, with the French inhabiting Senegal, give the name 
of low feafon to. that of drought, and high feafon to that of the rains : or hill, in order 
to conform to the terms received in Europe, and to be underftood by all the world, 

I lhall diftinguifh the former by the name of Summer, and the latter by that of Winter ; 
fo that thefe two feafons will be at Senegal, pretty much about the fame time as in France. 
Thefe two are therefore the only feafons they are fubject to ; they know neither fpring nor 
autumn. "When I make ufe of the word Winter, the reader is not to imagine that they 
have any hail, fnow, or ice : thefe are things they are ftrangers to at Senegal ; nor is it 
poffible, whatever companion you make, to give the natives of the country the leaft idea 
•of them. The winter in Senegal is only a feafon not fo warm as the reft of the year, though 
it is always warmer than T>ur fummers in France, in which we rarely fee any fnow or hail. 

To return to the waters of the Niger, which gave occalion to this fhort digrellion : 
they are fait one half of the year towards the ifland of Senegal. As the country is very 
low, and has neither rocks, or ftones, but only quickfands, for this very reafon it 
has no fprings : they are therefore obliged to dig wells, which indeed do not give them 
much trouble, for they find water within three or four, and oftentimes within two feet 
depth ; but then it is brackifh, that is, it has a faltilh tafte, communicated to the fands 
by the proximity of the fea. 

The 8th of Auguft the fun paffed perpendicularly over our heads ; and our lhadows 
weTe exaftly under our feet. This was the fecond time I beheld this phenomenon lince. 
my arrival at Senegal : the firlt time I faw it was on the fourth of May; and it was to 
return every year much about the fame time. The heat it occafioned at its return 
from the tropic of cancer towards the equator, was much greater than that which we 
felt at its firft paffage : for the thermometer marked the nights of the month of May at 
22 degrees, and the days from 26 to 28 ; whereas the nights of Auguft were at 26 
degrees, and the days at 32. 

The ninth of Auguft, and the following^days, I walked about in the neighbourhood 
of the ifland of Senegal, and returned to tliC-iiland of Sor, of which mention has been 
made already. Our European boats appearing--tq_ me too heavy and cumberfome, to-- 
make ufe of them every day in palling that river ; I therefore thought proper to exchange- 
them for a kind of Negro canoe, which the French call pirogue. Thefe little boats are 
made all of one piece of wood, that is, of the trunk of a tree cut into a hollow veffel,. 
and very light. They are from ten to thirty feet long, from one to two feet in breadth 
and depth, and both ends terminate in a point. Mine was one of the largeft. As foon 
as I got into it, my two Negroes placed themfelves at both extremities, one at the prow 
and file other at the ftem. For my part I put myfelf in the middle, where I had no. 
other feat but a piece of wood laid acrofs, which was faftened at both ends - into the 
fides of the pirogue. My Negroes had each a paddle in their hands :, thefe are fmall 
fiat boards, laid acrofs one another, and fixed to the end of a ftick, which they make- 
ufe of for rowing. The Negro at the prow was Handing, and beat the water behind • 
him with his paddle : the other was feated, and fleered with his. As foon as we reached 
the oppofite fhore, they drew the pirogue aground: this is the only way the people of 
the country have to fecure thefe little vefiels againft the waves, which would foon fill; 
them wfth water ; whereas they cannot fo much as wet them, when they are far enough, 
from- the (bore. 

I was not long in crofting over, and immediately I directed my fteps to the village of 
Sor. There I met with a very good reception, according to cuftom;. and I. defired 
they would lhew methe propereft places for courfing. That very day I had difmiflfed my- 
interpreterjrbeeaufelhad acquired a fufEcient fmattering.inthe language, of. the country,, to > 
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te able to underftand all that the Negroes laid to me, and to explain my mind to them. 
They carried me to a particular fpot, -where I faw a herd of antelopes ; but I laid a fide 
all thoughts of fport, as foon as I perceived a tree of a prodigious thicknefs, which 
drew my whole attention. This was a calabafh-tree *, which the Jaloffes call gsui in 
their language. There was nothing extraordinary in its height ; for it was only about 
fixty feet : but its trunk was of a prodigious thicknefs. I extended my arms, as wide 
as poffibly I could, thirteen times, before I embraced its circumference j and for greater 
exadlnefs, I meafured it afterwards round with packthread, and found it to be fixty- 
five feet : confequently the diameter was near twenty-two. I do not believe that the 
like was ever feen in any other part of the world ; and I am perfuaded, that if our 
ancient voyagers had been acquainted with this tree, they would have added fome fur- 
prifing circumftances to its defcription. It is very extraordinary, that this tree fhould 
have been entirely forgot by thofe who have given us the hiftory of Senegal j efpecially 
as there is hardly any other fo common in the country. Out of the trunk I have been 
defcribing, of twenty-two feet in diameter, and from eight to twelve feet high, there 
iffued forth feveral branches, fome of which extended themfelves horizontally, fo that" 
the ends of them reached the ground: thefe being the largeft, were from forty-five to 
fifty-five feet in length. Each of thofe branches would have made one of the largeft 
trees in Europe ; in fhort, the whole of this calabaih-tree feemed to form a foreft of' 
itfelf. This was not all : the Negro, my guide, led me to a fecond, which was fixty- 
three feet in circumference, that is, one and twenty in diameter : and one of its roots, 
which had been for the mofl part laid bare by a neighbouring river, was a hundred and 
ten feet in length, without reckoning the part that lay hid under the water, and which 
I could not uncover. The fame Negro (hewed me a third, not very far from thence ; 
and moreover added, that without going out of the illand, I might fee a great many- 
more, not at all inferior to thofe in magnitude. My furprize was then at an end j and: 
fatisfied with feeing three, I got ready for the chace. 

I was prevented from going farther by an eafterly wind, which rofe all of a fudden 
with fuch fury, that it feemed as if it would tear up the trees by the root. Thefe gufts 
of wind are generally forerunners of rain ; and this brought a thick cloud along with 
it, which burft immediately. The village was at fome diftance, fo that there were no 
hopes of reaching it time enough. My Negroes feeing there was no place of fhelter 
for them, threw off their paans , and plunged into a little river which paffed clofe by 
the fpot. This is their cuftom, whenever they are caughtln a ftorm, to jump into the 
water, rather than run the rilk of being wet by the rain, dreading its bad effe&s. For 
my part, having neither time nor inclination to follow them, I retired under one of 
largeft cal a ba fli -trees then in fight, reckoning I fhould be as fafe there as under the 
roof of a houfe. The rain poured down with fuch violence, that it feemed as if heaven- 
and earth were coming together ; every drop that fell, expanded itfelf a whole hand’s 
breadth on the ground. I felt nothing of the firft efforts of this ftorm : but a few mi- 
nutes after, when the tree came to be well foaked, I was overwhelmed by the water 
that gufhed out of its branches ; and their different formations formed fo many beds, 
from whence rufhed forth whole torrents, which uniting on the vaft furface of the 
trunk, difcharged themfelves from thence like a river.. The reader may eafily. 
imagine, I could have no fine time of it, to flay under this tree $ I therefore got 
away from thence as quick as poffible, and flood in the open field, where I did; 
not fare much better : for I was expofed to the whole violence of the ftorm, 
which lafted a full hour, and at my return to the ifland of Senegal, I was informed, 
that there fell two inches three lines of water. 
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The river Niger being arrived at its higheOr increafe, overflowed all the country round 
the ifland of Senegal, fo as to render it impaffable. Being therefore obliged to relin- 
.quilh my walks, I faw but one way to employ the long interval of time that the inun- 
dation was to laft ; and this was, to go ever to a country not fubjeCt to be overflown. 
A veffel was ready to fail for Goree, a fmall ifland, diftant about thirty-five fea 
leagues, fouth-fouth-eafl from the ifland of Senegal, and very near Cape Verd. I 
thought I could do nothing better than to embrace fo favourable an opportunity ; 
and therefore I embarked. We put to fea the 27th of Auguft, with the wind to 
the weftward, and not all favourable; but a fudden ftorm * burfiing upon us one 
night, with a terrible eafb wind, drove us with fuch violence, that only putting 
right before the wind, without any fail at all, we made more way than we had done 
for feven days before. During this tempefl we faw a light, which the mariners call the 
fire of St. Elme: it winded near a ipinute about the top of the maft, and the extremity 
of the weather-fiag, and then it difperfed. The failors looked upon it as a lucky omen, 
which encouraged them to hope that the tempefl was near at an end, and they were 
not deceived in their expectations. The wind fubfided foon after, aud the fea was 
reftored to its former tranquillity. 

The fourth of September, by break of day, we found ourfelves off Cape Verd : this 
to me was a new fight, who during four months that I had been at Senegal, had feen 
no fuch thing as hills, and efpecially of {tone. Soon after this, we efpied the Magdalen 
iflands, and that morning we call anchor in the bay of Goree. This ifland confilts of 
a low narrow piece of land, and a fmall but very fteep mountain, the whole the fixth 
part of a league in length. Notwithflanding its confined extent, the fituation renders 
it a very agreeable place : towards the fouth you enjoy a profpett. terminated only by 
the fea ; northward, you difeover at a diftance Cape Verd, and all the other capes and 
neighbouring promontories. Though it is in the torrid zone, yet they breathe a cool 
and temperate air almofl: the whole year round : which is owing to the equality of days 
and nights, and its being continually refrefhed by alternate breezes from the land and 
fea. M. de S. Jean, the director of this ifland, has embellilhed it with feveral fine 
buildings: he has likewife fortified it, and is adding every day to the works; fo that it 
is now become impregnable f. By his diligence, feveral frefh fprings have been dis- 
covered ; the gardens have been planted with excellent fruit-trees ; legumes have been 
made to grow in great plenty ; in fhort, by thefe different advantages, of a fmall barren 
ifland, he has made it a fafe and delightful refidence. I had been recommended to him 
by M. de la Brae, his brother, direftor-general of the Settlement, and I could not but 
in confequence meet with every kind of encouragement. 

The rocks with which the ifland of Goree is furrounded, produce an infinite number 
of fhell and other nfh, which amufed me for fome days; after which I embarked, the 
1 3th of the fame month, on board a fmall vefTel bound to Portudal, in order, to trade 
for oxen and millet. This port, which the Negroes called Sali, is only nine leagues 
fouth of the ifle of Goree. The bar obliged us to anchor within half a league of the 
fhore, that we might not be dafhed to pieces. A •pirogue landed me without any acci- 
dent. I found the foil fandy, but of amazing fertility, and all covered with wood. 
The grewia afpecies of polygala, the rsbreup J, and the dembeuttorm J, formed a kind 
of copfe, over which the monbins ||, or hog-plum-trees, known by the name of fob in 
the language of. that country, raife their heads, loaded with fruit. ' By its leaves, this 

* We give this name to all tempefluous gufts of wind, accompanied with rain, thuuder, and lightning ; 
and we make ufe of the Ward dry Jcrm, tn diftinguifh. thofe gulls that are without rain. 

t Commodore Kepple has lately demon ftrated oar author’s mi (lake. £ Trees unknown to Europe. 

8 Monhin ariur foliis fraxini, fmaulateo racemofo. Plum.gtn-p. 4 4 . 
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has fcmething of the appearance of an afh-tree ; but it is foon known by its fruit, which 
in fize, lhape and colour, rel'emble the plums of St. Catherine : they were ripe at 
that time j and I atefomeof them, which had a fharp, aromatic and very agreeable tafte. 

I faw alfo in thofe parts feveral fpinous filk cotton-trees *, known to me inhabitants 
by the name of benten, and many other large trees. The Negroes had cut down a 
good deal of this wood to fow fields of fmall -millet ; and it was then almoft at its full 
maturity. 

All this fine country abounded with birds of the greateft beauty. The jav, which I 
mentioned already, was there in. Socks : the brightnsfs of its azure t hers, lc fixed 
to the lively yellownefs of the birds called cardinal fparrows, with which all the fields 
were covered, had an admirable effect. Here was the only 'kind of fxta.il ~ that ever I 
obferred in the whole country. I found it very frequently in an cpen meadow, full of 
rulhes and fea ambroua : I faw even many of them alive, at the foot of the neighbour- 
ing trees, where they were enjoying the ftiade. It is a thing worthy of obfervation, and 
which doubtlefs will appear furprifing, that in fuch a vaft extent of wooded country, 
there fhould be but one fort of fhail, while we meet with fo great a variety in 
temperate climates. 

The French have never a factory at Portudal ; but when they go to trade there, they 
land at the Alker’s, or the governor of the village, who owns a great number of cot- 
tages. He appointed one for me, where I took up my quarters. One night when I was 
fall afleep, I was wakened by a horrid fhrieking, which threw the whole village into an up- 
roar. Immediately I inquired what was the matter ; and was told, that they were bewail- 
ing the death of a young woman, who had been bit about four leagues off by a ferpent, 
and died of the poifoa in lefs than two hours ; and that her body had been juft now 
removed to her cottage. The firft ftiriek was niade, according to cuftom, by one of 
the female relations of the deceafed, before her door, which was very near to mine. At 
thisfignal, all the women in the village came out, and fetting up a molt terrible howl, 
they flocked about the place from whence the firft noife had iffued. One would have 
imagined that they were all related to the deceafed, fo greatly did they feem to grieve 
and mourn ; and, undoubtedly, this would have been a ftrong proof of their concern, 
if thofe lamentations had come from the bottom of their hearts : but they were no more 
outward fhow, and merely the effect of national cuftom. This Ihocking noife lafted 
feme hours, that is, till break of day : then the relations of the deceafed, coming into 
the cottage, took hold of her hand, and afked her feveral queftions. which were followed 
by offers of fervice : but finding that fhe made them no anfvver, they withdrew, faying : 
Alas 1 (he is dead. Her friends did the fame ; afterwards they conveyed her body into 
the ground ; and on each fide they put an earthen pot, one full of water, and the other 
of coufcous : this without doubt was intended for her nourifhment, in. cafe fhe fhould 
once more take it into her head to eat or to drink. When the burial was over, die cries 
and lamentations ceafed. Thus ended the lugubrious ceremony : their thoughts were 
now turned towards making an entertainment in honour of the deceafed ; and that fame 
evening they had a foliar, or a dance, which they continued for three nighty fuccef- 
fively ; it was conducted in this manner : ... 

A H the young people of the village gathered together in a large area, in the middle 
of which they- bad lighted a great fire. The fpectators formed a long fquare, at both 
ends of which the dancers were ranged in two oppofite lines, the men on one fide, the 
women on the other. There were two tabors to regulate the dance ; and as foon as 

• Ceyba -viticis folio, candice aculeate. Plum geu.p 42. 

.j. gee the natural hiftory cf univalve Jbills, kind 5th ; the fnail, plate 1, fig. 1. hamixnl. 
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they had beat a match, the performers began a fong, the burden of which was repeated 
by all the fpe&ators. At the fame time a dancer ftepping forth from each line, ad- 
vanced towards the oppofite perfon that pleafed him raoft, to the diftance of two or 
three feet, and prefently drew back in cadence, till the found of the tabor ferved as a 
iignal for them to come clofe, and to ftrike their thighs againft each other, that is, 
man to woman, and woman to man : this done, they drew back once more, and foon 
after renewed the fame monkey tricks, diverfifying their movements as often as the 
tabor directed them, till at length they returned to their place. The other performers 
did the fame, each in their turn, but without a repetition ; then the two lines drew 
near to one another, and acted their part in the fame manner. That thefe geftures are 
very immodeft, is obvious ; but the other movements, which are hardly perceived, 
unlefs one is ufed to them, mult be much more fo. The Negroes do not dance a ftep, 
but every member of their body, every joint, and even the head itfelf, expreffeth a 
different motion, always keeping time, let it be never fo quick. And it is in the exadfc 
proportioning of this infinite number of motions, that the Negroes dexterity in dancing 
chiefly confifts : none but thofe that are as fupple as they, can poffibly imitate their 
agility. Notwithftanding the violence of this exercife, it lafted a good part of the night, 
during which they drank off feveral pots of a very ftrong fort of beer made of millet. 
They began the fame fcene the two nights following, and the third their entertain- 
ments ceafed. An European, on fuch an occaiion, would have gone into mourning 
for fome months ; while the African feizes this opportunity to rejoice : fuch are the 
whimfical cufboms of different nations j what produceth joy and pleafure to one, is a 
fubjedt of grief to another. 

I had landed very eafily upon my arrival at Portudal, becaufe the fea was gentle and 
calm : but at my return I was much embarraffed how to reach our veffel ; as there 
was then a great fwell, and the agitation of the waves upon the bar rendered it very 
dangerous and difficult to get over. We ventured neverthelcfs in a large pirogue , the 
agent for the company, a few paffengers, and myfelf ; who were prepared to empty 
the water as faff as it came in, with half calabafhes. The boat was thus laden, when a 
wave drove on fhore, and lifted it off, with the afliftance of four Negroes, all good fwim- 
mers ; they pufhed it forwards with their whole might, and leaped in as fall as the part 
where they were to row entered the water. We foon found ourfelves in a very high fea, 
when the waves fwelling like a ridge of hills, drove againft the pirogue , and wafted it 
all over. We worked hard, and with great rel'olution, to empty it again ; and indeed 
we had enough upon our hands, while the Negroes rowed with all their might, to avoid 
the waves, which came rolling upon them. Now the pirogue raffed its prow upon the 
back of a billow, while its ftern funk deep into the water : now it was fupported as it 
were at both ends on the edge of two different waves : now only the middle of it was 
fufpended upon a rolling furge, fo that the extremities feemed to be poifed in the air. 
In this manner, apprehending every moment to be overfet and inevitably loft, we got 
over the bar with great good fortune, and went on board the veffel, which carried us 
to the Me of Goree, where we arrived the 24th of September, about night-fall. 

Two dap after, M. de Saint Jean, intending to favour me with an excurfion to the 
Magdalen illands, diftant a league from Goree, fitted out a veffel on which I embarked 
along with him and fome officers of his department. Of thefe two illands only one is 
accefftble ; the other is a naked fteep rock, very high above the furface of the water, 
and all white with the ordure, which plungeons, gulls, and other feaffowls, leave behind 
them. The chief Magdalen ifland, though fmall, might be inhabited, if it had but a 
harbour j but it is accelEble only by a fmall creek, full of rocks, and generally tem- 
pefiuous. This creek forms a land of long canal, which terminates in a natural baftn 
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of an oval figure, hollowed in the rock, twelve feet deep, and twelve fathoms long, 
with tranfparent water, where one may bathe ia fafetv. The ill and is only one con- 
tinued mountain, almoft round, and like that of Goree : it has alfo two fniall fprings, 
which are dried up in the winter. The profpect from thence is very beautiful and ex- 
lenfive, and the air extremely frefh : but it would not be worth while to flay there for 
this alone. Its rocks ferve for a receptacle to an infinite number of ring-doves, natural 
to that country, and which differ from thofe of Europe only in the fuperior delicacy and 
tafte of their flefh. 

Having already obferved that the Negroes are negligent and idle to excels, I (foil 
give here another proof of it. M. de Saint Jean had caufed fome potatoes to be planted 
in this ifl'and, in order to engage the neighbouring Negroes, who come hither very 
often, to continue and improve the culture of them, by which means they might fell 
them afterwards to the company. Accordingly, they came a few days before us, and 
carried away all the potatoes, without minding to plant the off-fets again, which we 
found lying upon the ground, dried up with the heat of the fun. 

The mod remarkable plants' on this ifland, were the fame asthofe which I had obferved 
at Goree. Below I faw feveral new fpecies of fpermacoce and beliantbema;des> which the 
French call falade de matelote , that is, failor’s fallet, becaufe they eat the leaves of it 
like purflane, which it refembles in tafte. Higher up, there were corcborus’s, or Jew’s 
mallows*, and a great deal of bindweed with cut leaves. The fummit of the mountain 
was covered with variety of fhrubs, fuch as palma Cbriftts , tapia’ff, and (linking caffia, 
among which there was great plenty of dracunculus\ , as alio of ernitbogalum with green 
leaves, and a very pretty fpecies of amaranthus |j. There were alfo fome calabafh trees 
from five to fix feet diameter : they had all of them European names, with the letters 
cut very deep into the bark. We did not chufe to deviate from the cuftom, therefore 
each man cut his name. For my part, I was fatisfied with repairing two of them, 
which were old enough to deferve the trouble : one was dated the fifteenth, and the 
other the fixteenth century. The letters were about fix inches long ; but in breadth • 
they occupied only a very fmall part of the circumference of the trunk ; from whence 
I concluded they had not been cut when thofe trees were young. However, thefe in- 
fcriptions are fufficient, I think, to determine pretty nearly die age which thefe calabafh 
trees may live to ; for, if we fuppofe, that thofe in queftion were cut in their early 
years, and that they grew fix feet in the fpace of two centuries, one may reckon how 
many centuries are requifite, for their {hooting up to five and twenty feet, which is 
the laft term of their growth. 

After fpending three days agreeably in herborizing on the ifland of Magdalen, and 
in obferving the beautiful (hells which it produces, we returned to Goree, from whence 
I fet fail the 2 d of 0£tober for the ifland of Senegal. Ten days was I detained at fea, 
by contrary winds at N. E. which would have made me extremely uneafy, had they 
not afforded me an opportunity of making a very important obfervation. The 6th of 
the fame month, at half an hour pad fix in the evening, we were about fifty leagues 
from the coaft, when four fwallows came to take their night’s lodging in our veffel, 
and pitched upon the fhrouds. . I catched them all four with great eafe, and found them 
to be European fwallows. This lucky incident confirmed me in the fufpicion I had 
formerly entertained, that thofe birds crofted the fea to get into the torrid zone, as fooa, 

* Corchorus five melochia. J. B. 2. 9S2. 

*}* Tapia aiborea triphylla. Plum, gen* pag. 22. In Englifh, The garlic pear-tree. 

^ Arum polyphyllum ceylanicum, cauie fcabro, viridi diin to, maculis albicfcntibus notate. Comm. Hurt* 
Amfi. vol. i. tab . 52. 

|[ Amaranthus verticillatiis minor, Bengalenfis ferpylli foliis incalis. Pint, pbytog. tab* io.jfy. 3. 

vol* xvi. 4L as 
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as tfie winter approached : and indeed I have obferved fince, that they are never feen 
but at this time of the year at Senegal, along with quails, wagtails, kites and fome 
other birds of paffage, which go thither every year, when the cold drives them away 
from the temperate countries of Europe. Another fad not lefs worthy of remark is, 
that the fwallows do not build their nefts in Senegal as in Europe ; they lie every night, 
two and two, or Angle, on the fea-fhore, which they deem to like better than inland 
places. 

I was likewife imufed in this long paffage with looking at the flying fifhes. It was 
then their feafon, and the fea was, in fome meafure, filled with them. In fize they 
are equal to a gudgeon or a whiting : they have two fins almoft as long as their whole 
body, which ferve them for wings to fly upon the water. The gold fifh and bonitoe 
are extremely greedy of the flying fifh, and at that time were in full purfuit of them ; 
fo that every minute you might fee little clouds of the latter rifing above the water, and 
endeavouring to avoid their cruel enemies. As they balance themfelves in the air, 
merely by the humidity of their wings, their flight was very fhort : a great many of 
thofe that had flown above the fhip, fell down again j and we caught a co nfi derable 
number of them, without any further trouble. I ate fome, which I found very tender 
and well tailed. 

1 arrived at Senegal the 12th of October, when the trees, the fields and the meadows, 
felt equally the effects of the frelhnefs of the feafon, occafioned by the rain ; and the 
eye was delighted with an agreeable verdure, which had fucceeded a frightful drought. 
The rains were over : and as the bed of the Niger began to fall, the voyage to Podor 
feemed of courfe more prafticable. I could not feize on a better opportunity for my 
refearches on the banks of that river ; and therefore I thought of taking a fecond trip 
to that place. I knew that as the. winds are feldom favourable at this feafon of the year, 
our voyage would not be very expeditious. Flattering myfelf therefore, with the hopes 
of great fuccefs in the obfervations I was about to make, I embarked the twenty-third 
of the fame month. It is common for the veffels that undertake this voyage, to pro- 
vide themfelves with wood over againfl the point of the ifle Bifeche, in a place that 
has fince retained the name of the Wood-illand, within a fhort league of Senegal. 
Here we ftopt at a very agreeable fpot, where the veffel entered with all eafe among 
the mangroves, and was fhadcd with their verdant foliage. While we were taking in 
our wood, I went afhore on the ifland, which by the inundation had been rendered one 
continued flough or morafs. On each fide I fmelt a delicious fragrancy, the caufe of 
which I could not divine, till advancing into the wood, I arrived half- knee deep in 
water, at a fpot which I faw all covered with a kind of mufhroom, different from 
the JEgyptian. It was then in bloffom, and diffufed, as I obferved before, a moft 
pleafmg odour. 

From this place to the village of Maka, both banks of the Niger are fo covered with 
mangroves, that it is impoffible to walk on foot. As we had no wind, the lapots were 
obliged to hawl the veffel with a rope up to their waift in water, and fometimes deeper. 
At firft we advanced five or fix leagues a day, before we reached the Mnfketoe trading, 
place, becaufe the river runs almoft north and fouth, till it comes to that place, and 
the winds were not quite contrary : but from thence to Podor, it changes its diredfion 
from welt to eaftj and with a good deal of difficulty could we proceed three leagues a 
day. One time we were retarded by a fhoal ; another time the trees along the banks 
hindered the bawling of the veffel, and a good part of the day was fpent in towing it*\ 

* f- a a wflS, is to draw it by a rope fattened to a tree, or to an anchor, which is let drop into the 
water. - ' r 
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As thefc cbflru&ions afforded me time and opportunity to reconnoitre the country, I 
went on fliore morning and evening, where I pierced my way through the woeas, and 
traverfed the morafles and the fields, herborizing and courting ell the way; to thu I 
never returned empty handed. In one place, z plant cr an infect, hepped me : in 
another, fome extraordinary quadruped, or fonts bird decked with the naft beautiful 
feathers ; every object that offered itfelf to my fight, was new to ms. 

A little above the P.Iufketoe trading-place, I began to fee crocodiles : when I fay I 
began to fee them, I mean by hundreds ; fer there are fome towards the island of 
Senegal. But this fpet Teems to be their general rendezvous, even c£ the very iargeit : 
for I have beheld fome that were from fifteen to eighteen feet long ; and I do not 
know that there are any above this lize. There were upwards of two hundred, which 
appeared all at the fame time above water. As the vefiel paffed that way, they were 
frightened, and immediately plunged their heads into the river, but rofe again very 
foon to take breath, becaufe they cannot keep more than a few minutes under water. 
When they fwim on. the furface, you fee only the upper part of their head, and a 
fmall part of the back ; at which time they bear not the leaft refemblance to live crea- 
tures ; but one would take them for the trunks of trees floating on the river. In this 
attitude, which leaves them the ufe of their eyes, they fee what paffes on both banks ; 
and as foon as they perceive any animal coming to drink, they plunge under water, and 
fwim up to it with thegreateft expedition ; then feizing it by the leg, they drag it into 
the ftream, where it is foon drowned, and then they devour it. 

We had not yet advanced five and twenty leagues the 30th October. That morning 
I efpied a very beautiful plain to the left of the river Niger, oppofite the village of 
Gandor ; pleaded with the profped, I went a-fhore, but foon had reafon to repent it. 
After having walked about an hour, I found the pafiage flopped up by the marigot of 
Ouafoul, which was then very confiderable. The river makes an elbow a little above 
this fpot. The fhip’s company finding the wind favourable, had gained above a league 
upon me, and had no thoughts of waiting, not knowing the perplexity I was under; 
and yet \ was obliged to come up with them. I had taken with me only a Negroe of 
Banbara, who had offered his fervice on the occafion : for it is not to be*imagined 
what difficulty I had to prevail on any of thofe, who had once made an excurfion with 
me to attend me again : they were but too fenfible of the rifks I ran ; and they did not 
receive pieafure ^enough to like a fhare of my toils. 

With my Banbara I advanced about half a league through a morafs, formed by an 
inundation of the waters of the marigot on thofe low lands, from whence I extricated 
myfelf with difficulty, wading up to my knees in water, and meeting every minute with 
prodigious large ferpents, efpedally of that fpecies whofe bodies are furprizingly thick 
in comparifon to their length. I avoided thofe animals as foon as I efpied them ; but 
my Negroe heartened me, by affirming they were not noxious. I fhot one very near 
me, that was almoft a foot in diameter, and eight and a half in length. The Negroe 
threw it over his fhoulder, reckoning to feafl upon it with his comrades. 

When I had advanced a few ft eps towards the bed of the marigot , I entered, though I 
had my clothes on, into the water up to my waift ; but I did not care to go further, as I 
might have met with fome hole, which would have embarraffed me greatly. I there- 
fore fent my Negroe to found the bottom ; and in the meanwhile I got upon a tree, in 
order to avoid the ferpents and the water, which began to fatigue me. After founding 
three different places, he was of opinion he could carry me over a particular fpot, 
where the water came up -only to his noftrils, when he flood on tip-toe. The fellow 
was,tall, being fix feet fome inches. I mounted upon his fhoulders, with my gun in 
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my hand, a few birds, and a bundle of plants. He was foon in the water up to his 
neck 5 and I was not without fome apprehenfion, when I faw myfelf defcend gradually 
up to my waift : however, 1 refigned myfelf to his fkilful guidance, or rather to my 
own good fortune, and I let him do as he pleaded. He waded through the middle of 
the marigot with amazing refolution, without being in the leaf! daunted, though he was 
obliged to fwallow three large gulps of water, which for fome time took away his 
breath. As foon as I efcaped this danger, I efpied a plant of very extraordinary beauty, 
floating on the water : this was a cadelari*, with foft filver leaves. That moment I 
forgot every other objed, and though my Banbara was (till up to his chin in water, I 
ventured to pluck the charming plant. Thus I efcaped very luckily out of the marigot 
of Ouafoul, which at that time was very near a hundred and twenty fathoms broad, 
that is, about twice the breadth of the Seine at Pont Royal ; and I overtook the vefiel 
before noon. 

That very evening, doubting whether I ftjould be able to find my way. on the fide of 
the river, where I had run fuch a rifk in the morning, I landed on the oppofite bank, 
but was not more fortunate. Every now and then I met with forefts of reeds from ten 
to twelve feet high, which tried my patience to the full, when I was obliged to go 
through them. There was no fort of path ; and in many places the reeds Hood fo 
thick, as to deprive me, in a manner, from feeing either Iky or land. 

The following days I fpent more agreeably ; we arrived in thofe parts, where the 
hippopotami or fea horfes, are very common. This is the larged of all amphibious 
animals, and is to be found no where but in the African rivers, in frefh water : and 
one thing worthy of obfervation is, that it has been never feen any where elfe but in 
this part of the world, to which it feems particularly to belong. It is commonly drawn 
in the figure of an ox, which indeed is the animal it refembles molt ; but its legs are 
much fhorter, and its head is monftrous large. In regard to its fize, the fea horfe may 
take precedency after the elephant and the rhinoceros. Its jaws are armed with four 
large tufks, wherewith it loofens the roots of trees, on which it feeds. It cannot abide 
long under water, for want of refpiration ; which obliges it to carry its head now and 
then above the furface, in the fame manner as the crocodile. It neighs much in the 
fame manner as a horfe, but with fuch vehemence, that it may be heard very diftindly 
a quarter of a league off. 

In this very neighbourhood, befides the fea horfe there is a fecond fpedes of croco- 
dile, not at all inferior to the other in dimenfions. It is diftinguifiied by its colour, 
which is black ; and by its jaws, which are a great deal longer than the others : it is 
alfo more carnivorous, and is even faid to be greedy after human flefli. 

The vefiel fometimes plied on one, and fometim.es on the other bank of the river, 
which were all along bordered, with i’hrubs, commonly of willows, or fefbans, covered 
with bind- weeds, or dog’s bar.e, of feveral kinds, which after creeping round their 
branches, hung their fprigs, loaded with flowers of various colours. At the foot of 
thefe fhrubs waved the peril caria, alfo in flower. Thus I failed along a charming mea- 
dow, on which were feeding a multitude of grafs-hoppers, whofe beautiful green, 
variegated. with the livelieft red, had an admirable effed. Further on, the palmettos 
reared their lofty heads above the fentdiers ' f and acacia s, which overfpread the reft of 
the ground. In fhort, nothing could be more beautiful than the profped with which 
my eye was refrefhed, the fpace of fifteen leagues and upwards, from the defert to 

the village of Bokol. And indeed this would be the moil agreeable river in the world, 

\ 
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were it not from the continual apprehenfion from the crocodiles, and fometimes from, 
the fea horfes with which it abounds. 

The above-mentioned palmetto is what the Negroes call ronn*, a namp which the 
French have been pleafed to change into that of rondier . Its trunk is very large 2 .nd 
ftraight, like a column from fifty to fixty feet high, from the upper end whereof iflues 
forth a bundle of leaves, which, in turning off, form a round head : each leaf repre- 
fents a fen of five or fix feet in expanfion, fupported by a tail of the fame length. Of 
thefe trees feme produce male flowers, which are barren : others, called female, are 
loaded with fruit, which fucceed each other uninterruptedly, almoft the whole year 
round. They brought me feveral of the bignefs of an ordinary melon, but fomewhat 
rounder. They were inveloped in two fkins as tough as leather, and thick as ftrong 
parchment ; within-fide the fruit was yellowifh, and full of filaments, fattened to three 
large kernels in the middle. The Negroes are very fond of this fruit : when it is 
baked under the afhes, it taftes very much like a quince $ it has a pretty ftrong feent, 
but extremely agreeable. 

The Niger willow is different from the European. It has the trunk and the weak- 
nefs of the ofier ; but its leaves are very fhort, and made round at the ends. The 
Negroes give it the name of kelele : of all the trees in the country, it is one of the 
xnoft refpe&ed ; its younger branches pafs into the hands of the ladies, who make 
pick-tooths of them j and for want of thefe, which leave a little bittemefs in the mouth, 
they ufe the branches of fome other fine feented trees. Thefe different forts of pick- 
tooths are called fokiou. 

I few every day fo great a number of elephants all along the banks of the river, that 
the fight was no longer a furprize to me. The fifth of November, as I was walking 
in the woods over againft the village of Dagana, I perceived a number of their footfteps 
very frefli. I traced them clofe almoft two leagues, and at length I difeovered five of 
thofe animals, three of which were weltering in their filth like fwine, and the fourth 
■was Handing up with its little one, eating the ends of the branches of an acacia, which 
it had but juft broke. By comparing the height of the tree againft which this elephant 
flood, I judged that it was at leaft eleven or twelve feet, from the foie of its foot to 
the buttocks ; its tjifks projefited the length of near three feet. Though thofe animals 
did not appear to be affefted at feeing me, yet I thought it advifable to retire. Con- 
tinuing my journey, I found very ftrong impreffions of their footfteps, which I mea- 
fured, and they were near a foot and a half diameter. Their dung was a good deal 
like that of a horfe and formed balls leven or eight inches thick. 

The next day I had an infinite pleafure in viiiting the beautiful fields on the fide of 
Bokol. Firft of all I walked under trees full of green monkeys, whofe gambols were very 
diverting. Next 1 came to a place abounding with game, where I lad excellent fport. 
From thence 1 entered into a little thicket near a morafs, which drew whole flocks of 
Guinea-hens. While I was lying in ambulh on this fpot, I efpied one of thofe enor- 
mous wild boars, peculiar to Africa, and of which I do not remember, that any natural 
hiftcrian has made mention. He was coming full drive at me, and would have certainly 
overtaken me if I had not warned him, as it were, to direfit his fteps another way, by 
the noife I made in taking aim at him. He was black like our European wild boars, but 
a vaft deal larger. He had four great talks, the two uppermoft of which were bent into a 
femicircle towards the forehead, where they refembled the horns worn by other animals. 

The nearei 1 drew to Podor, the more I was expofad to danger, becaufe the banks 
of the Niger are more lonefome, efpedally that towards the north. Yet neither the 
dangers 1 was expofed to from wild beafts, nor the toil of courfing in the woods, 

* Carin-pana. Hort, Molab. vol. i. p. 1 1 . tub. 9 . 
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which are rendered inacceffible by thorns ; nor the fultry heats of the eaft wind, that 
obliged me every inftant to have recourfe to the river waters, in order to quench my 
violent third; ; none of all thefe inconveniences deterred me ; nothing was capable of 
cooling my courage. I had an amazing good ftate of health ; and this bore me up 
in the midft of fo many perils and toils, under which a great many would have funk. 

The feventh of 'November there happened to me an adventure, far more critical and 
more terrifying than any I had hitherto met with. I ufed alternately to walk on either 
bank of the river, but that day I happened to be on the north fide. I walked and 
courfed in a defert country, that had never been cultivated, over-run with wood, as 
ancient as the country itfelf, and the thicknefs of which, independently of the wild 
beafls that lurk there, ought naturally to have filled me with horror. In fpite of the 
dangers and inconveniencies infeparable from this kind of Iport, my curiofity led me 
into the thickeft parts of the wood, invited by the animals, plants, and birds, of which 
there was prodigious plenty. The negroe, whom I had taken with me as a com- 
panion, followed me at a great diftance. It was now noon-day, and I had fcarcely loaded 
my piece, after killing two toucans , when I beheld a tiger at a little diftance. He had 
not as yet efpied me, for there was a tree between us ; but he walked with a very 
flow pace, his head inclining towards the ground. Inftantly I clapped a ball into my 
piece, in order to take aim of him behind a tree, and in my left hand I held a hanger. 
Hearing thefe motions, the tiger turned quickly towards where I was, and darted his 
angry eyes at me. Though I was not twelve feet diftant from him, ftill I thought it 
imprudent to fire, becaufe I was alone, and Ihould have run a very great rifk, if 1 did 
not lay him dead upon the fpot. I therefore took the refolution, which feemed to me 
the moft prudent on the like occafion : this was ftill to keep full aim at him, with one 
knee bent for greater fecurity, and to beat the ground with the other foot without 
appearing difmayed, in order to determine him to purfue his way. This he did in an 
inftant ; and taking fuch a leap, as I never beheld in my life, he freed me from the 
uneafinefs into which his difagreeable prefence had thrown me. 

That very inftant I quitted the wood, to draw near the river-fide, where my negroe 
did not come to me till an hour after. We waited a long time for the veffel without 
hearing any tidings of it : we likewife went on a little further ; but all to no purpofe. 
We bad left it above two leagues behind us, and there was no probability of its arrival 
before fun-fet. It was four o’clock in the afternoon ; and from fix in the morning 
that I had been toiling, I had tailed nothing but # water, of which I had drank a great 
quantity, to temper the heats I felt from the fcorching rays of the fun. Being now 
oppreffed with hunger, as well as my negroe, I determined to dine after the favage 
fefeion. All the requifites were at hand. I had killed in my walks more game than 
four hungry men could devour at one meal. My negroe was not embarrafled to 
roaft it : he rubbed two flicks together, which took fire in an inftant ; then he made 
a wooden fpit, and garniftied it with a toucan , two partridges, and two Guinea-hens. 
As foon as I had dined, which I may be faid to have done with more frugality and 
lefs ceremony than the negroes themfelves ; I thought I could do no greater fervice 
to myfelf, and to every Frenchman that fliould happen hereafter to walk in this dan- 
gerous neighbourhood, than to fet fire to the wood, in the manner praQifed by the 
negrpes. During the fpace of two hours that I ftaid there, I threw in fuel fuffident 
tp %tead the conflagration for feveral leagues through this vaft defert, which extends 
from the village called Ndounnmangas as far as Podor, for a fpace of above twenty 
leagues ; it is frequented but very rarely by the Moors, who encamp in feme places, 
winch they previoufly fet on fire. At feven in the even, the long wilhed-for vefiel 
arrived} when 1 went on board with great, fatisfadhon, by the blaze of the bonfire: 

4 eight 
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eight days afterwards I heard, that it was ftill burning, and had laid the country open 
for feveral leagues. 3 r 

The eighth we arrived at Lamnai, a fmall ifland, which very juftly might be called 
the ifland of birds : it lies very low, and is not two hundred fathoms in length. The 
trees were covered with fuch a prodigious number of cormorants and herons of every 
kind, that the laptots, in going up a rivulet, filled a boat, in lefs than half an hour, 
as well with the young ones, which they took either with their hands, or knocked 
down with flicks ; as with the old ones, of which every fliot brought down feveral dozens. 

In this ifland I found a plant, which I had not yet feen ; it is well known by the 
name of thzjlratiote of Egypt, that furprizing plant, which is faid to move on the 
waters of the Nile, feeking for nutrition in the fame manner as animals. Surely this 
is a made ftory, or perhaps the loofe defcriptions which travellers have given of it," have 
been interpreted in a wrong fenfe. The Jtraliote of the Niger is the fame as that of 
the Nile, of which we have a figure in Profper Alpir.us *, and in the garden of Mala- 
bar f : and its roots are fo deeply fixed in the earth, that it is with difficulty they can 
be plucked up. What has given rife to this error is, that the above-mentioned plant 
produces fmall tufts of leaves, at a very great diftance from each other, and fupported 
by a ftem, which, after floating on the water, lofes itfelf infenfibly in the earth ;"much 
in the fame manner as the potamogetons , the nymphoides , and even the leaves of the fis- 
nufar , orwater-lilly. 

Being fo near to Podor, which we defcried from afar, over the low lands, I began 
the more ardently to wifh for the happy hour of landing, as the veffel hardly advanced 
above three or four leagues a day. At length this hour came the tenth of Novem- 
ber ; and the nineteenth day put a period to this tedious and laborious voyage, which 
I had performed in the hotteft month of the year. The thermometer could not be 
expofed with any fafety, except in the Ihips cabin ; where it marked by twelve at 
noon from 40. to 45 degrees. This cabin was fo greatly warmed by the fun, that 
even in the night-time it ftill preferved from 30' to 32 degrees of heat : it was like a 
ftove, or rather a fiery furnace ; the pitch and tar were melted to fuch a degree, as to 
pafs through all the joints of the veffel. In fhort, the heat I endured in this voyage, 
was fuch, that I do not think it can poffibly be more violent in any other part of the 
world : hence I am not at all furprized, that moil of the French, who are near two months 
in performing the voyage of Galam J in July and Auguft, Ihould feldom get there 
without being feized with burning fevers. And therefore it is that thofe, whom ex- 
perience or a thorough knowledge of the country has rendered more prudent, do not 
fail to embark in the month of June, as foon as the waters are high enough. Then 
they have a great deal lefs to fuffer from the intemperatenefs of the rainy feafon, and 
of the heats, which increafe daily from the month of June to November ; fo that they 
would never be able to bear them, were they to fet out in September or October. 

Another inconveniency of the voyage to Podor or Galam, in the month of October, 
is owing to the mufketoes and bees. I have elfewhere mentioned how troublefome the 
former are : but the latter are ftill more fo. * Every day towards twelve o'clock, I was 
fure of being vifited by one, two, and fometimes more fwarms, which made their 
entrance into the cabbin, attracted, in 'all probability, by the penetrating and refinous 
fmell of the pitch and tar. Such tormenting vifitors obliged me to quit the v effel, 
and to feek for peace on ihore. 

* Hay alem el maovi, id eft, {Initiates. Profp. Alp. Mgypt. «r. a. p. 51. 

f Kidda-pail. Hart. Mai. vol. il.p, 33. tab. 63. 

t Galam is upwards of 700 miles above the mouth of the River, and the principal place of trade for gold, 
Oaves, &c. 
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The fame thing happened to me at Podor in November and December. It is very 
likely, that during thofe three months the fwarms quit their old hives to build new 
ones : for at that time, you frequently meet with very confiderable heaps of them. 
One day I faw the roof of a houfe, the furface of which was fixteen fquare feet, 
covered with a lay or bed, four fingers thick, of bees heaped up in this manner. 
This is an evident proof of the prodigious number of thofe infedls, They lodge every 
where, but more particularly in the trunks of trees made hollow by time. This year 
they had three hives at our fettlement at Podor ; one between the (butter's and the 
window of the room on the fiirft floor : the other on the ground floor, in a fmall prefs 
full of old iron, a leaf of which was opened every day ; and it flood at the bottom 
of a very dark warehoufe : the third was in the ceiling of another warehoufe, juft 
behind the door. With difficulty could we drive away thofe infers, even in the night 
and with the help of fire : they know how to diftinguifh in the dark thofe who moled 
them, and they (hew their revenge by moft pungent flings. 

Thefe bees differ from thofe of Europe only in fize. There is this Angularity in 
their honey, that it never acquires a confiftency like ours ; but is always liquid and 
like a brown fyrup. We may affirm, it is infinitely fuperior, both in delicacy and 
tafte, to the beft honey collected in the fouthern parts of France. 

The country about Podor had now a very different face from what it wore at the 
time of my firft voyage. Inftead of a dry barren plain, I beheld an agreeable cham- 
paign, interfected with moralfes, where rice grew naturally without being fown. The 
higher grounds were covered with millet : and there alfo the indigo and cotton plants 
difplayed a moft lovely verdure. Almoft all the aquatic plants of warm climates, 
paffed in review before me : I obferved the •water-lilly *, two forts of pontederia f, the 
juJJiatJs the lemmas and the pongati §, of the garden of Malabar. I likewife met with 
feveral fpecies of alifma , bindweed , nenuphar , utriculaire , bottonia. ||, adhatoda , befides 
a great multitude of cyperufes, or galingales, and other, moftly unknown, plants. 

My curiofity was not confined to the adjacent fields ; it extended alfo to the woods 
and marigots two leagues all round. There I found many new fpecies of trees and 
birds of exquifite beauty. But of all the extraordinary things I obferved, nothing 
(truck me more than certain eminencies, which, by their height and regularity, made 
me take them at a diftance, for an affemblage of Negroes huts, or a confiderable vil- 
lage : and yet they were only the nefts of certain infedts. They are round pyramids, 
from eight to ten feet high, upon nearly the fame bafe, with a finooth furface of rich 
clay, exceflively hard and well built. The infide is a labyrinth of little galleries, in- 
terwoven (me with the other, and anfwering to a fmall opening, which gives ingrefs 
and regrefs to the infects that inhabit it. They are called ‘vag-’vagues ; and perhaps 
are the fame as thofe which go by the name of wood-lice and white ants in America 
and the Eaft Indies. They axe (haped like the common ants ; but their members are 
not fo diftinct. Their body, befides being of a dirty white, is alfo much fofter, fuller^ 
and as it were, of an unduous nature. Thefe creatures multiply prodigioufly ; and 
when they want to make a lodgment, they attack fome dead trunk of a tree, into which 
they quickly eat their way. 

In my two voyages I had carefully drawn a plan of the river Niger, from its mouth 

Podor : fo that there remained only for me, to know the latitude of this place. 
T&& difference I found between my plan, and that of the ancient and modern charts, 

* Nynsphssa Indica minor Is? is. Rumph. fferl. Amb. m. 6. p. 16]* tab. 72. Jig. 3. 

t Pontederia floribus umbelktis. Lin. fi. Zeyl. 129. $ New fpecies. 

$ P ngati. Sort.- Maleb. v. M . p. 47. tab. 24. 

IjHoUonia flore folitario, sc foliorum alis proveniente. Bum. Tb. Zeyl. pag. isi. tab, 55. Jig. 1. 
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made me fufpeft that the latitude had not been rightly determined ; if it be true that 
they worked upon it at all. In order to be certain, I fixed, with the requisite pr 
cautions, a gnomcui eight feet one inch and a line in height, upon a platform, reduced 
to a very exafi level. During the month of November and part of December, I ob- 
ferved thereon different points of the fun’s Ihadow, which by calculation gave me its 
height. Thence I concluded Podor to be 16 degrees 444- minutes north latitude, ac- 
cording to the account I tranfmitted at that time to M. Le Monnier, who was pleafed 
to communicate it to the academy of fciences *. This obfervation is of feme importance, 
fince it correcls an error of above 15 minutes, by which all other maps p'ace Podor 
too far north ; and it greatly dimi nifties the length of this river, whole direcn on has 
been alfo wrong laid down by raoft geographers. Thus, befides the advantage I reaped 
from my fecond voyage to Podor, in informing myfelf of the natural hiilorv of the 
country ; it likewife enabled me to verify and correct an effential point of geography, 
with regard to the courfe of the Niger, of which we know but a very fmail part 
as yet. 

In failing down this river, the winds were as favourable to us as thev had been ad- 
verfe in afeending. I left Podor the 17th of December, and arrived the 2 n't at the 
ifland of Senegal ; fo that I was only five days in my return, whereas I had been nine- 
teen in going to Podor. As the waters decreafed, they left on the banks of the river 
a flime, which the Negroes know how to make the moft of ; for they had fown every 
part of it with large millet, tobacco, and feveral forts of French beans. 

I did not flay long upon the ifland of Senegal ; for I left it the nth of January the 
An fning year, to return a fecond time to the ifland of Goree, where I arrived the 1 5th. 
From thence I was to make the voyage of Gambia, with MeC de la Brue and de 
Saint Jean ; one the director of the fettlement of Senegal, the other of the ifle of Goree. 
They were going to reftore the French factory of Albreda, fituate upon this river, 
within fix or feven leagues of its mouth, and about fifty from the ifle of Goree. Three 
veflels fet fail together the 10th of February, and entered the river Gambia the 20th. 
Its mouth does not begin, properly fpeaking, till you are at the point of the bar ; 
though its bed advances a good way into the fea, by means of the fand banks or flats 
betwixt the Ifland of Birds and Cape St. Mary. The cape is a high land, which you 
leave upon your right. From the point of the bar to the factory of Albreda, the river 
has a very unequal breadth ; in fome places it is a league over, and a little more in 
others. Its banks are very high, and bordered on both fides with tall trees, which 
plainly fhew the goodnefs of the foil. 

We call anchor over againfl the fafiory, and fbid a few days in the road, without 
going afliore. There we lived very well : the negroes brought us plenty of excellent 
as thornbacks, foies, monftrous large rock fifh and a great many . tree-oyfters t, 
which abound in that river. Here they have every thing requilite for their fuftenance. 
The hanlrg of the river being lined with mangroves, they fallen to the roots thereof: 
and the fea water never lofeth its faltnefs in this fpot. What is very extraordinary, 
every where elfe, oyfters are loofened from rocks ; here they are gathered upon trees ! 
At low water, they are left bare, and feen hanging at their roots. This is what made 
fome voyagers, who had feen the like in America, affirm, that they perched upon trees. 
The Negroes have not fo much difficulty as one would imagine, in gathering them ; 
they need only to cut off the branch, to which the oyfters are fattened. A Angle root 

* This obfervation was printed in the fecond volume of the memoirs prefented to the Academy by direr* 
learned men, pag. 605. 

•J See the natural hiftory of bivalveus {hells. Special, tyflers, plate 14. j%v I. 
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bears fometimes upwards of two hundred ; and if it has feveral branches, it forms a 
clufter which one man would, find difficult to carry. The Ihells of thefe oyfters differ 
from thofe of Europe, being longer, narrower and thinner ; but as to the delicacy and 
relifh of the meat, connoiffeurs know no difference. 

In this voyage I was witnefs myfelf, for the firft time, to the mifchief done' by locufts, 
that fcourge, fo dreadful to hot climates. The third day after our arrival we were 
ftill in the road $ when there fuddenly arofe over our heads, towards eight o’clock in 
the morning, a thick cloud, which darkened the air and deprived us of the rays of 
the fun. Every body was furprized at fo fudden a change in the Iky, which is feldom 
overcaft in this feafon : but we foon found that it was owing to a cloud of locufts, 
raifed about twenty or thirty fathoms from the ground, and covering an extent of 
feveral leagues, upon which it poured a ihower of thofe infe&s, which fell to devour- 
ing while they refted themfelves, and then refumed their flight. This cloud was brought 
by a very ftrong eall wind $ it was all the morning in pafling over the adjacent coun- 
try j and we imagined that the fame wind drove the locufts into the fea. They fpread 
defolation wherever they came : after devouring the herbage, with the fruits and leaves 
of trees, they attacked even the buds and the very bark : they did not fo much as 
fpare the reeds, with which the huts were thatched, notwithftanding that thefe were 
fo dry : in ihort, they did all the mifchief that can be dreaded from fo voracious an 
infe£t. I took a great number of them, which are ftill to be feen in my cabinet : they 
were intirely brown, of the breadth and length of one’s finger, and armed with two 
ftrong jaw bones, dented like a faw. Their wings were much longer than thofe of 
any locufts I had ever feen before : and no doubt, but it was owing to the largenefs 
of thofe wings, that they could fly ••with, fuch eafe, and poife themfelves in the air. 

One would not imagine that fo fhocking an infedt, as the locuft, fhould ever be 
food for man. And yet it is an undoubted fa£t, that in feveral parts of this country, 
the people eat of it : nay they have different ways of dreffing this extraordinary difli. 
Some pound them, and boil them with milk ; others only broil them on the coals, 
and think them excellent food. There is no difputing of taftes : for my part I fhould 
willingly refign whole clouds of locufts to the Negroes of Gambia, for the meaneft 
of their fifties. 

One thing which always furprized me, is the prodigious rapidity, with which the 
fap of trees repairs any lofs they may happen to fuftain in that country : and I was 
never more affoniflied, than when, upon landing four days after that terrible invafion 
of locufts, I faw the trees covered with new leaves ; and they did not fcem to me to 
have fuffered much. The herbs bore marks of the devaftation fomewhat longer j but 
a few days were fufficient to repair all the mifchief. 

The people inhabiting the country along the Gambia, are Mandingoes or Sofes, to 
exprefs myfelf in their way. Their manner of life, and drefs, is not preferable to that 
of the other blacks 5 but their huts are better built : and perhaps they are obliged for 
their tafte of architecture to the Portuguefe, who were formerly fettled in thofe parts. 
The walls are made of a fat binding clay, which foon hardens. They are all thatched 
with ftraw, which hangs down to another little wall breaft high ; and this mak-ps a 
finall gallery round the hut, where they are flieltered from the rays of the fun. The 
village having taken fire a little after my arrival, the walls of thofe huts that with- 
ftood it, were partly of a beautiful red, and partly vitrified by the violence of the fire : 
at a diftance they feemed to be done over with a very bright enamel . 

The hut where 1 lodged was large and commodious, but as dark as a fubterraneaus 
cavern, evenat noon-day, becaufe it had no other opening but a door pierced at each 
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end. Here I muft obferve, left I fhould forget it, that a great number of our Euro* 
pean fwallows reforted hither every evening, and paffed the night upon the rafters ; for, 
as I have elfewhere mentioned, they do net build nefts in this country, but only come 
to fpend the •winter. 

As my view in going up the Gambia was to make experiments in natural hiftory, I 
wanted a lightfome place to perform my operations : and the huts throughout the village 
were all too dark ; I contrived therefore to make ufe of a tamarind-tree in the middle of 
the garden, which belonged to my hut, and was planted with fine orange, citron, 
papaws, and other fruit-trees. I made an inclofure of ftraw under its verdant foliage, 
which, befides affording me a cool retreat, invited the feathered chorifters to warble 
out their notes. In fhort, it was a real cabinet of natural philofophy, and I queftion 
whether fo rural a one was ever feen before. For my part the memory thereof is ftill 
dear to me, becaufe of the knowledge I thereby acquired of an infinite multitude of 
new and curious plants, the growth of this country, which is doubtlefc one of the 
fineft fpots of all Africa. 1 

The foil is rich and deep, and amazingly fertile : it produces fpontaneoufly and 
almoft without cultivation, all the neceffaries of life, as grain, fruits, legumes, and 
roots. On the high and fomewhat drier grounds you fee guavas, acajous, two forts 
of papaws with orange and citron trees of exquifite beauty : I meafured fome myfelf 
that were above five and twenty feet high, and a foot and a half the diameter of the 
trunk. The roots of manioc, igname, and batatee multiply greatly in open places. The 
black and moift clays are taken up with forefts of bananas, at the feet of which both 
pepper and ginger grow. Every thing matures to perfection, and is excellent in its 
kind. They likewife make a great deal of date-wine, which is very delicious. 

The pepper of this place is not the fame as that of India. It is a round berry about 
the bignefs of a hemp-feed, which ripens to a red colour, and has a fweetilh tafte. It 
contains a feed of the fhape and bignefs of a grain of cabbage, but very hard, and in 
tafte like aromatic pepper, which has an agreeable poignancy. This fruit grows in 
fmall bunches on a fhrub three or four feet high, whofe thin fupple branches are fur- 
niflied with oval leaves, pointed at the ends, verygreafy, and pretty much like thole 
of the privet or prime print. 

Rice is almoft the only grain fown at Gambia in the lands overflown by the rains 
of the high feafon. The negroes cut all thefe lands with fmall caufeys which with-hold 
the waters in fuch a manner, that their rice is always moiftened. They had got in their 
crop long before my arrival j fo that the rice fields in the month of February were a fort 
of drained, moraffes, on which grew a few wild herbs. Every night we faw {hining flies 
which flew on all fides j and, wherever they paffed, they diffufed a light fimilar to that 
of twinkling ftars. I walked there feveral times at night fell, and perceived that they 
came out of crevices or gaps formed in that marihy foil when dried by the fun, and in 
which they had made their nefts. I obferved alfo, that thofe which had wings, emitted 
light as well as thofe which had none; contrary to what we fee in France, where the former 
have not this advantage. In Ihort, they flew about only for three or four hours at the 
moft, after which they returned to their holes. I gathered a great number of them, 
which I kept for fome days in fmall phials, where they gave a light fo long as they lived ; 
but it grew dim in proportion as the infeft drew towards its end. This little creature 
is improperly called a glow-worm or fire-fly ; fince it is neither a worm, nor fly j but a 
fmall beetle, of a brown colour, and its body flat and fcaly, like that of other beetles. 
Its wings are covered with two cafes, alfo fcaly, though very foft. The light with which 
it is furnifhed, is lodged only in the three laft rings of its body j and fome modem muft 
be impreffed on them, for the light to fliew itfeif outwardly. 

4 m z Leaving 
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Leaving the river, we found a rich foil, of red fand, extremely fine, and uncon- 
ceiveably fruitful : this appears by the trees with which it is covered. Here you fee 
thickets impenetrable, not becaufe of the thorns, for there are very few ; but by reafon 
the trees Hand fo clofe ; among the reft I met with fome wild vines, not unlike the .Eu- 
ropean. There you behold a foreft of lofty trees, bending under the weight of the 
ciffirs’s * which would be called ivy in America, from the manner in which they fallen 
themfelves, afcending and defcending, intertwined with each other, and feeming to 
bend downwards and to fubmit their branches, juft like the tackling of a fhip in regard to 
its yards and mails. It was in thefe fine fields I beheld thofe trees of fuch prodigious 
dimenfions, -viz. father Plumier’s cejba’s f which, as I have elfewhere obferved, the 
negroes of St negal call benten. 

The benten furpaffes all the trees of Senegal in height, as the calabalh-tree furpaffes 
them in thicknefs. There are fome a hundred and ten, and even a hundred and twenty 
feet high, the trunk of which is from eight to ten feet at the moll in diameter, and 
extremely ereQ ; between the root and branches, it is fifty or fixty feet, and oftentimes 
more, in length. 1'he chamferings or kind of fmall wings, which fometimes grow the 
whole length of the trunk, do not in the leaft diminilh the beauty of its white bark, nor 
the boldnefs with which it carries its round fpreading top. It is of this tree the negroes 
make their pirogues, by hollowing its trunk ; the wood being very fofit, denfe, and ex- 
tremely light. Thofe who inhabit the banks of the Gambia being poffeffed of the largeft 
bentens, m;.ke likewife the largeft pirogues : they have fome from forty to fifty feet long, 
and from four to five feet in breadth, and fomewhat lefs in depth. 

The farcbier is another large tree alfo as common as the benten, but of quite a different 
ufe, becaufe of the hardnefs and weight of the wood. The negroes are very fopd of its 
fruit, which is a kind of cod or hulk like that of a French bean, but above a foot in 
length, containing a black flat feed, like large lentils, enveloped in a yellow farinaceous 
fubftance." This fruit frequently ferves them inftead of every other fuftenapce, efpe- 
cially when they travel : it is extremely good, and nourifiiing ; and taftes much like 
the bell ginger bread cake. 

At the eaft end of the village of Albreda, I faw a wild fig-tree of an extraordinary 
fhape and fize. It was not very high ; but its trunk was about ten feet diameter, 
and cut with fo many chamferings, that it feemed to be compofed of feveral trees, 
whofe truri. s joined to each other, moll of them fpreading chiefly more towards the 
roots, where they formed a kind of buttrels. This trunk was not above, fifteen feet 
high, but it was d vided into feveral large branches, well covered with leaves, which 
made it very agreeable, as it afforded a moll refrelhing lhade. The inhabitants had 
pitched upon this fpot to build a caldS, that is, a public hall. This confifted of a floor 
railed two or three feet above the earth, and compofed of feveral forked {hoots planted 
near to one another, over which crols {hoots were laid. The whole was covered with 
hurdles put clofe together, and fome mats over them. This was the place where 
their affemblies were held: here the lazy and the indolent met to fmoke and converfe ; 
here the newlhiongers fat loitering ; in a word, here they tranfa&ed all the affairs and 
concerns of the village. 

- It is not at all furprifmg that in a moilt country there Ihould be plenty of frogs : but 
furely I had great reafon to be furprifed, not having met as yet with any in all my ex- 
curfions, From Podor to Gambia, which, including the ille of Senegal, and that of 

* Ce r eo affipiafcandena plaata apbylla ; caule rfctundo, articalato, glabro, fuccuknto, ft tu rate, viridi. 
Sean Jam. vol n. tab. 214. Jig. 5 Jsf 4. 

fCeyba viticis foiio caudiee glabro. Plum. Gen. pag. 42. 
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Goree, with Portudal, and feveral other places where I had been, contains a fpace of 
a hundred and fifty leagues, and a country that I was well acquainted with, I had as 
yet feen none but toads. It was in a well, which had been dug at the weft end of the 
village of Albreda, that I difcovered the firft frogs : and thefe could not get away from, 
thence, the borders being raifed fix feet, and cut vertically. I faw none except in this 
well-, which contained fuch a prodigious multitude of them, that, when they rofe above 
the water, they abfolutelv hid the whole furface of it, covering one another over again, 
nearly in the fame manner as tiles are laid on the tops of houfes. Their bodies were 
fmaller, but more compact than thofe of our European frogs; their colour was green, 
agreeably variegated with black fpots ; fo that I looked upon them as a very particular 
fpecies. 

Botany, and every other branch of natural hiftory, hd greatly improved under my 
tare in this fruitful country ; and I (hculd have confiderably added to my ftore of obfer- 
vations, if I had been permitted to continue there for any time : but the circumftances, 
and difficulties attending a new fettlemenr, prevented my tarrying any longer. I there- 
fore fet out on the 12th of March upon my return to Goree, along with the directors 
of that ifland, and of Senegal, who had taken care that I fliould want for nothing while 
I was at Gambia. 

Our paffage was tedious, fo that we had full leifure to take a very near view of two 
whales, which we had feen already in our firft voyage. They followed us a great deal 
longer in this, and we had the pleafure of feeing the fports and majeftic movements of 
thofe monftrous animals , which amufed us with their company, only when they did 
pot come too near our veffel. I reckoned their length to have been about a hundred 
and fifty-five or fixty feet : the part of their back which they held always above water, 
was twelve feet long, and from four to five broad, without reckoning the head, which 
it raifed fometimes for refpiration, but made no more node than a horfe, that puffs and 
blows when he is drinking. They did not throw water out of their noftrils^ after the 
manner of all blowing whales, which are alfo very common in the tropic feas : in fhort 
I faw no appearance of fins on their back. No doubt but a vertebre of fourteen inches 
diameter and eight high, which I had occafion to fee afterwards on the fea ihore,with 
fome ribs upwards of ten feet in length, muft have formerly belonged to this fpecies of 
whale. Some perhaps will be furprized that I fhould take notice of thefe animals, when 
I have nothing more particular to fay about them : yet as they are to be found in lari* 
tudes where the negroes are neither defirous nor accuftomed to fifli for them ; and as 
there is no probability that there ever will be any feen nearer, or more conveniently than 
thefe were beheld by me ; I thought it my duty to communicate the prefent remarks, 
in order to £hew how large the whales of the torrid zone are, fuppofing them to be a 
diftinct fort from thofe of the northern climates. 

By day we were diverted with the whales, and by night with the luftre of the fea. 
As foon as the fun dipped beneath the horizon, and night overfpread the earth with 
darknefs, the fea lent us its friendly light. While the prow of our veffel ploughed the 
foaming furges, it feemed to fet them all on. fire ; thus we failed in a luminous inclo* 
fure, which furrounded us like a large circle of rays, from whence darted in the wake 
of the fhip along ftream of light, which followed us to the ifle of Goree, where we 
landed the twenty-third of the fame month. 

Inftead of returning directly to the ifland of Senegal, I refolved to ftay at Goree, in 
order to complete the observations on. plants, and particularly on fhells and other lea 
bodies, which had efcaped me in my two former voyages. It was then the fifh feafon, 
at leaft , for fifh of a moderate fize. The fea feemed to be full ot the latter ; when they 

happened 
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happened to be purfued by the large ones, you might fee them in Iholes approaching 
towards land ; and oftemtimes they ran afhore. Some of thofe Iholes were fifty fathoms 
fquare, and the fiihes crowded together in fuch a maimer, as to roll upon one another 
without being able to fwim. As foon as the negroes perceive them coming towards 
land, they jump into the water, with a bafket in one hand to catch the filh, and fwim 
with the other. It is curious to behold them in this uneafy attitude, penetrating through 
the finny fwarm ; they need only to plunge and to lift up their bafkets, and they are 
fureto return loaded with filh. 

I was prefent at a very extraordinary capture of fifh made the fame month, on the 
coaftof Ben, within a league of the ifland of Goree, by the company belonging to one 
of the French Eaft-India fhips, which had anchored in the road. They had only a nec 
of about fixty fathoms, which they threw at a venture into the fea ; for they were not 
fo lucky as to efpy any of thofe iholes of fiihes : yet they had fuch furprifing fuccefs, 
that the Chore was covered, the whole length of the net, with the filh they caught, 
though the net was in a bad condition. I reckoned part of them, and judged, that they 
might in all be upwards of fix thoufand, the leaft of them as large as a fine carp. There 
you might fee pilchards, rock-fifh, mullets or gull-fifh of different forts; molebats, 
with other fiihes very little known. The negroes of the neighbouring village took each 
their load, and the Chip’s crew filled their boat till it was ready to fink, leaving the reft: 
on the fea ihore. In any other country, fuch a capture of fiih would, without all doubt, 
pafs for a miracle. 

I have already obferved that, in the ifland of Goree, there is a low land called 
Savana. There I lodged in a hut of ftraw, built in a negroe manner : it was new when. 
I went into it ; but in Iefs than a month you might fee through it, I inquired into the 
caufe of this, which I found to be as follows. The earth hereabouts was all filled with 
a fpecies of white ant, called vag-vague, different from that which 1 have elfewhere 
deferibed. # This, here, inftead of railing pyramids, continues buried under ground, 
and never makes itfelf known but by fmall cylindrical galleries, of the thicknefs of a 
goofe quill, which it eredts againft the feveral bodies it defigns to attack. Thefe 
galleries are formed of earth with infinite delicacy of workmanfnip. The vag-vagues 
make ufe of them, as of covert-ways, to work without being feen : and whatever they 
fatten themfelves to, whether it be leather, cloth, linen, books or wood/ it is furely 
gnawed and confumed. I Ihould have thought myfelf pretty well off, had they only 
attacked the reeds of my hut ; but they pierced through a trunk which ftood on treftles 
a foot above the ground, and gnawed moft of my books. Even my bed yas not fpared, 
and though I took care every evening to beat down the galleries, yet they were frequently 
ere&ed again, in the middle of the night, up to my bolfter ; and the vag-vagy.es got 
into the bed, where, after cutting the linen and mattrefs, they came to my flefh and 
bit me moft cruelly. I fhall be excufed from mentioning the fwellings and acute pains 
which followed. Their fize is hardly bigger than that of our large European ants ; 
yet they are of fuch a conftitution, that neither frefh nor fait water, nor vinegar, nor any 
other ftrong liquors, with which I often covered the floor of my chamber, were able to 
deftroy them ; fo that every method I took to extirpate the breed proved ineffectual. 
The infinite havock which thefe infers make, has fet people upon thinking of different 
contrivances to exterminate them. Among others, Arfenic has been propofed as an 
infallible remedy ; but it would not be prudent to advife and much lefs to pradife it. 
If fire -fcas not apt to caufe greater mifehief than that arifing from the vag-vagues, it 
would be a cheaper and more effectual remedy ; for we feldom fee thofe infe&s in places 
that have undergone this operation. 

Though 
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Though I fuffered greatly from the hoftilities of the vag-vagues, yet I muft confefs, they 
contributed to a confiderable number of obfervatious ; and were the caufe of a frequent 
repetition of experiments, -which perhaps I fhould otherwife have performed but very 
feldom. My room was full of pails of fea water, where I conftandy kept live fifh, 
which in the night time emitted a light, not unlike that of phofphoriis. The mugs full 
of fhells, and even the fifh that lay dead on the table, gave the feme light. All thefe 
illuminations put together, and reflected 'upon different parts of the room, made it 
appear as if it was on fire ; and I mufl own, that I was of that opinion the firft time I 
few this flrange phenomenon : for it made the impreffion on me, which it k natural 
for every man to feel in the like cafe. The vag-vagues, by awaking me fuddenly out 
of my fleep, renewed my fright, much oftener than 1 could have wifhed in the beginning, 
but my apprehenfion gradually ceafed, by feeing the thing often repeated'; till I at 
length received a pleafure from this extraordinary fight. What was moft engaging, 
each' fifh fhewed itfelf plainly to the eye, by the light emitted from its' body j and the 
fame effect was produced by the fhells and other fea bodies which I had with me j even 
the pails themfelves looked like a burning furface. This was not all : every day the 
fight was new, becaufe I had new fifhes and new fhells to obferve : now it was a pilchard, 
now a molebat : one time a purple fifh, another time a periwinkle : onetime a polypus, 
a crab, or a ftar-fifli, that fhewed its luminous rays in the dark : in fhort, I perfectly 
diltinguifhed the fhape of all thofe different fifhes, by rays of light, which Ha-r tpr) from 
every part of their bodies ; and, as I could place them in a thoufand different pontions, 
1 had it in my power to give an infinite variety to this beautiful illumination. 

When the vag-vagues obliged me to quit this glittering manfion, and to look for 
relief abroad, the angry ocean prefenled me with the fame phenomenon in great. The 
foaming billows feemed to metamorphofe themfelves into mountains of fire, and ex- 
hibited to my view a moft amazing fpe&acle, more capable of exciting admiration than 
fear, even in the minds of perfons expofed to their fury. 

Notwithftanding the fea about the ifland of Goree was moft violently agitated at 
this time, in confequence of the vernal equinox, yet I croffed it very often in a fmaU 
boat, in going over to the continent. One day I was bound for Cape Bernard, I had 
like to have loft my life. This cape is not above the third part of a league from 
Goree; and this was the firft time I thought of landing there. At a diftance it feemed 
to me, as if it formed a creek, fomewhat like a fmall haven ; and I made no doubt, 
but I fhould be able to get on fhore with all eafe : but the nearer I drew, the more 
difficult I found it ; for the furf ran fo high, that I could fee no fafe place to land. 
During this uncertainty, the waves were driving us towards fhore ; when all of a 
fudden I few myfelf environed by a huge furge, which threw the boat upon a rock 
where it overfet ! Luckily I did not lofe my prefence of mind, notwithftanding this 
difefter ; and, as the boat overfet, it ftuck to the rock, where it was fupported like 
an arch, under which my two negroes made their efcape. I did not wait for another 
wave to come and fet it right again, and perhaps to overwhelm me, which would 
have inevitably happened : but 1 made ufe of my legs, to get to the further end of 
the beach, where I walked in the fun to dry myfelf, and that was all the harm 
I fuffered. 

Hitherto no difficulty had been able to flop me in my career ; yet this accident; 
together with the fea-ficknefs with which I was always affli&ed, occafioned me to 
make very ferious refteftions, on the rifles I underwent, in croffing every day from 
Goree to the continent, on board fo fmall a veffel. M. de Saint Jean, direftor of the 
ifland, having the greateft regard for me, and even more than I had for myfelf, was 
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defirous to prevent the trouble and danger to which I expofed myfelf daily : for which 
reafon he propofed to the matter of Ben, a fmall village on the continent, within a 
league north of Goree, to entertain me at his houfe, and to procure me all neceflarv 
fafe-guards in walking over his lands, or in any other excurfion I Ihould chufe to make. 
This negroe lord, having a very high affection for the French nation, was overjoyed 
at the opportunity of entertaining a native of that country for fome months. The 
24th of April, upon arriving at the village, I found a very convenient hut, which he 
had lately built for his own ufe. It was furrounded by feveral courts and gardens, 
where he had likewife got a fmall but light clofet for me, in fuch a tttuation as I had 
defired on account of my obfervations. Nothing could be more conducive to my 
purpofe, than the advantageous tttuation of the village. On the one fide, the fea fur- 
niflied' me with every thing I could with in regard to fifties and /hells ; and on the 
other I had plains, a confiderable foreft, and, two leagues further, the mountains of 
Cape Verd. Here I had an ample field for my curiofity, as well concerning: plants, 
as every fpecies of animals. a 

This is quite a fandy country like the neighbourhood of Senegal ; but it forms 
a more rifing ground. Befides the fame plants, it produces a great number of others 
particular to itfelf ; and a vaft many acacia; and calabafh trees. Going from Ben to 
Cape Verd, I met upon the road, about half way, with two of the latter ftill larger 
than thofe I had admired in the neighbourhood of the ifland of Senegal. I meafured 
their trunks with a packthread, and found the one to be feventy-four feet, and the 
other feventy-feven ill circumference, that is, upwards of five and twenty feet diameter. 
Thefe were the thickeft I ever faw of the kind : and as Africa may boaft of pro- 
ducing the largeft of animals, viz. the oftrich and the elephant ; fo it may be faid, not 
to degenerate with regard to vegetables, fince it gives birth to calabafh trees, which 
are immenfely larger than any other tree now emitting, at lead that we know of • 
and probably the largeft on the terreftrial globe. 5 

I law on the branches of thofe trees fome birds nefts, fo vaftly capacious as to 
furprize me as much as the trees tnemfelves ! They were at leaf!; three feet long, 
and refembled oval bafkets, open below, and confufedly interwoven with very large 
t "’JS s - 1 had not the pleafure of feeing the birds that built them ; but the people of the 
village allured me, they had pretty much the figure of that kind of eagle which they 
call ntann. To judge of the fize of thofe birds by their nefts, they cannot be much 
inferior to an oftrich. 


The double mountain of Cape Verd was the only land-mark I had, to fleer my courfe 
through this vaft plain ; for the fands were tolled fo impetuoufly from one place to another 
by the winds, that it was impoffible to diftinguifh any path or trace whatever: and 
even the eminences, which I met now and then, ferved only to bewilder me and my 
negroes, by being fo uniform. The only verdure they had upon them, was fome 
ihrubs known m India by the name of boh de renetie*. Sometimes I walked through 
ipacious fields, naturally fown with a kind of herb bal'd, peculiar to the country. 
-? t 1 w hat feemed worthy of obfervation to me, was, wherever it grew, it was very 
tluck ; and that very rarely any other plants whatever could be feen there, not even 
cm thole Jpots that were thinneft fown ; as if the proximity thereof was hurtfiil to them. 
a be T, bafil 1S h §? eous 311(1 UveI 7 : k forms a fhrub two feet high, whofe 
nW,^ ?L m r are J ° f t green, and difiufe a, citron fragrancy, extremely 
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many other plants, and efpeciaily dog-grafs, with which nearly their whole furface 
was covered. 

My moll ufual walk was in the'foreft of Krampfane, which I likewife called the forett 
of palmetto trees, becaafe indeed there is hardly any other to be feen in that neigh- 
bourhood. It begins within half a league of the village of Ben, and extends two 
leagues north-eaft, making a femicircle, and paOing within a quarter of a- league of a 
ruinous village, called Mabas, fituate on the fea-fnore within a league and a half of 
Ben. Its breadth is, throughout, nearly a quarter of a league. The foil is low, 
and in fome places hoilow like a canal, and feems to have been heretofore either a 
bafon overflown by the ocean, or at lead a falt-pan, which in drying up retained a 
black flimy fand, from whence the rain waters imbibe a fame tatte, that prevents their 
being drinkable. I would even venture to alarm that this canal was formerly a 
branch of the marigot or Kann, whofe communication has, without ail manner of 
doubt, been interrupted by a fand-bank, which the winds have thrown up near 
its mouth. 

From the fide towards Ben, as far as two-thirds of its extent in length, this for eft 
confifts entirely of date-trees, at the entrance of which there are fmall groves of oilv 
palms : in the other part you fee only the latter fort. The date-tree of this country is 
wild, and grows without any culture. The Serera negroes of the kingdom of Kaior, 
which includes Cape Verd, call it Kior.komm ; and the natives of the country of Oualo, 
towards the ifland of Senegal, give it the name of Scr-for. It feldom riles higher than 
from twenty to thirty feet : its trunk is round and upright, of a dun colour, and fix 
inches at the molt in diameter. From the top of it there kibes forth a duller of leaves 
from eight to nine feet in length, which extend all round like a parafol, and bend a 
little -towards the earth. The bottom part produces an infinite number of llalks like 
that of the middle ; but they feldom (hoot fo high a? four or five feet. Thefe llalks - 
fpread the tree very confiderably, fo that, wherever it naturally grows in forefis, you 
find it difficult to open a paflage through its prickly - leaves. The fruit thereof is 
Ihcyter than that of the other fort of date-tree; but the pulp is much thicker. It has 
a fugary and agreeable talle, infinitely fuperior to the v$ry bell dates of the Levant ; 
perhaps becaule it ripens better on the tree. 

The oily palm* is of all ethers that which (hoots to the greated he'ght. Here are 
fome from fixty to eighty feet in the ftalk, without any branches. The trunk is 
outwardly black, equally large through the whole length of it, and from one to two 
feet in djameter, Its head is loaded with leaves pretty much like the date-tree. It 
bears a round fruit the fize of a fmall nut, and covered with a yellow pulp of which they 
make the palm oil. The negroes call it tir. 

It is from thefe two trees they extract the palm wine, which is exactly the colour 
of whey. There arefeveral methods of extracting it : the firll practifed by the negroes, 
and which I have often followed, after their example, in regard to the date-tree of the 
foreft of Krampfane, is this : They cut a ftalk a few inches under the crown, and 
leave only fome leaves (landing : then they lay the leaves above the incifion, and 
fatten them with a peg to the tree. The extremity of thofe leaves is folded afterwards 
into a calabalh, or into a fmall earthen pot, narrow-mouthed, and fnipended fo as not 
to quit the leaves, or to fall. By this method the fap which ifliies from the ftalk, 
diftils along the leaves, and is collected together in the earthen pot. 

The fecond method of extracting the palm wine confifts in making a round 
hole under the head of the tree, initead of cutting it ; and in introducing into this 

* Palma altifiima, non fpinofa, fructu pruniformi minore, racemofo, fparfo. Sloan Jan. vol. ii. tab. a *5. 
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hole a few folded leaves, which ferve as a gutter or pafifage to convey the liquor into 
the pot or veiTel faftened to it. 

Thefe two methods are eafy to practife in regard to the date-tree, as they only make 
anincifionin the ftalk, which is not above five feet high. But when they are obliged 
to extra# the wine from a very tall tree, as from the oily palm, there is a great deal 
more difficulty in the operation. The negroes have an admirable way of doing it. 
They take a girth of the bark of bauhinia, or of the leaves of a palmetto tree, dried 
in the fun, beaten and twilled, the breadth of thrice the thicknefs of one’s finger. At 
one end they make an oilet-hole, into which they put a little ftick faftened acrofs the 
other end, to ferve as a button. This girth mull be neither too pliant nor too lliff, but 
Ihould have a fufficient. elafticity to hinder it from giving way too much; It makes a 
fort of circle of two feet and a half diameter ; and, when ftretched by the man’s body 
and the tree, it becomes an oval, leaving the dillance of a foot and half between both. 
With this girth, they tie themfelves as it were to the oily palm, and climb up at firft 
with their feet, then working with their hands and knees, till the part of the girth 
faftened to the tree becomes lower than that which fupports their reins and thighs, 
and ferves them as a feat to reft upon : then they draw near the tree, in order to raife 
the oppofite end, which is foon after brought down below the part that fuftains their 
reins, which have been raifed by working with the feet and knees. The girth cannot 
flip, becaufe it is always very tight between the man and the trunk, and the latter 
is moreover very rough. In this manner they foon get to the top : there they fit on 
their girth, and, enjoying the liberty of their arms, they firft cut the bottom of thofe 
fruits which they think are ripe ; then fattening them to calabalhes, they fill thefe with 
wine, and let them down by a cerd : for they never forget, in going up, to carry 
with them a bandolier, containing every thing requifite for this kind of work ; fuch as 
a cord, a knife, and empty calabalhtes, to fupply the place of thofe which they have 
filled with liquor. When they want to come down, they go a contrary way to work, 
to 'what they did in climbing up ; that is, they lower the girth from time to time 
inllead of railing it. Their quicknefs and refolution in this toilfope talk, fhew plainly 
how fupple and dextrous they mull be : for it is never mentioned that any accident 
has happened them ; and they have nothing to fear but the breaking of the girth. 

This kind of vintage mutt coft the negroes very little trouble, fince their wine is 
. fo cheap, that you have above forty pints upon the fpot for ten fous, and very often 
for half that price. It is not all made at the fame time, according to the cuftom of 
making wine of the juice of the grape in temperate countries. The trees furnilh daily 
but a finall quantity of this liquor ; and they are obliged to confume it direfilly, becaufe 
it foon grows lour. The negroes do not drink it till twenty-four hours after it is 
drawn, that is, till it has fermented enough to ftimulate the palate agreeably. It is 
drinkable till the third day, but then it grows heady, and there is danger in being 
intoxicated with it. After that time it turns into bad vinegar, which foon contrafils 
an abominable fmell. For my part, and it will be ever the fame with fuch as defire 
rather delicacy than ftrength in wine, I always obferved tlSiat it is delicious when new ; 
and the newer the better : I have drunk of it a hundred times out of the calabalhes 
faftened to the trees, and I never found it better than immediately after it is firft 
extracted : then it has every good quality ; which cannot be expefited twelve hours 
after. It has as fweet a tafte as is requifite, heightened oftentimes with a light tartnefs, 
extremely grateful to the palate. In fliort, the only fault we can reproach this liquor 
with, is that it will not keep for exportation to our part of the world, where it would 
be much more efteemed than in its native foil.. I mull own notwithftanding that, as 
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pleaffflg as this wine may be, yet it has not the good qualifies of the juice of the 
grape. In what condition foever it may be when you drink it, fiveet or four, there 
is always a corrofive quality in it ; at lead; I have reafon to pafs this judgment upon it, 
after having made it my only drink during the fifteen days that I flaid at Ben. For, 
fo long as it continues fweet, it is not dangerous, whatever quantity you drink of it : 
and perhaps I was more affected with its corrofive quality, becaufe I had not been 
ufed to any fort of wine. 

Among the prodigious multitude of palmettos with which the forefl of Krampfane 
abounded, I faw a great many fcarce trees and plants. There were two fpecies of 
tabernxmontam, which I diftinguifhed by the beauty of their foliage, of a lively bright 
green : there was likewife a new fpecies of bignonia, remarkable for the bulk of its 
flowers and the Angularity of its fruit, which hung like large cucumbers at the end 
of its branches. Near the village of Mbao , I found the pepper plant of iEthiopia, 
that aromatic tree, which the French who are fettled at Senegal diftinguifh by the name 
of maniguette. Towards the extremity of the forefl, I faw feveral fpecies of anonas or 
corofoliers 7 the largeft of which were in the woods, the middling ones on the hills, and 
the fmalleft in the plains expofed to the fun, moll of them loaded with excellent fruit. 
Following the fea-coaft from Mbao as far as Rufifk, which is a confiderable village two 
leagues and a half from thence, I walked on fands all covered with fophora *, and with 
the Guinea aloe f, of which the negroes in that neighbourhood make very good ropes, 
not fo apt to rot in the water. 

From the ifle of Goree to Rufifk they reckon three leagues in a direfi line. This 
voyage I had made by fea : but it is very difficult to land at the village, efpedally 
when the fea runs high, becaufe the coaflis low, and full of fharp rocks. 'When you 
come to anchor oppofite the place, you have a moft agreeable profpett : the fituation 
upon a hill planted with trees ; the little rivulet whofe brackifh waters wind to the right, 
and form a peninfula ; the foreft with perpetual verdure, rifing behind you in the form 
of an amphitheatre, conflitute altogether a moft delightful iandfcape, hardly to be 
matched in any other ^rt of the world. 

The negroes hereabouts feem to me to be very induflrious : fome of them were bufy 
in beating the leaves of the Guinea aloe, to get out the hemp ; others were twilling it, 
and making fifhing lines and nets ; others in fine were employed in framing bows and 
arrows for the chace. After vifiting all the houfes in Rufifk, I was very much furprized 
upon entering as it were into a fecond village : this was a clutter of huts not quite fo 
large as the others, covered with fand, and like fo many maufoleums or tombs ere&ed 
over the dead bodies, that had been interred there, according to the cuftom eftablifhed 
among the feveral clans of the Serera nation. 

I had never as yet met with any attack from the negroes till the 4th of May, when 
walking along the fea-fide from Rufifk to Ben, which is above three leagues from thence, 
I was purfued by a Serera negro, who, rufhing out of the neighbouring woods, fliot his 
poifoned arrows againfl me and my negro fervant. I was above two hundred paces 
before him befides, I was a very good walker, and ufed to thofe fatiguing fands, into 
which a perfon often finks up to the calf of his leg. I therefore went on, but doubled 
my pace, without putting myfelf out of breath, or feeming to mind the menacing 
figns, by which he hoped to intimidate me and oblige me to flop j for I had another 


* Sophora tomentofa, foliis fubrotundis, Lim. Fl. Zcyl. 163. 

•j. Aloe Guineentfis, radice geniculata, foliis eviridi & atro uadulatim variegatis. 
vof. ii. pag. 39. tab. 20. 
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refource in my gun, fuppofe he had come within reach. Doubtlefs this was one of thofe 
Serera favages, who are united under the form of a petty republic within ten leagues 
from thence ; and he was come out of his own country in quell of plunder. Nothing 
could have tempted him but my gun ; and, had he been more alert and crafty, he would 
not certainly have fpared my life to come at it. This manner of attacking is very com- 
mon with a race of Moors called dzounas , who follow no other profeffion than that 
of lying in ambulh behind a tree, either with a gun or a bow, in order to Ihoot a perfont 
whom they want to rob of his arms. The like accident had happened to me in ray 
feeond voyage to Podor ; but the Moor whom I el'pied, looked feveral times before he 
would attack me ; and feemed greatly difconcerted, when he perceived that I was upon 
my guard, and aimed my piece at him. 

As fcon as I was out of danger from the Serera favage, I had all the pleafure in 
the world in walking along a very white Ihore, where the fea continually throws 
up an infinite number of ihells. There I beheld two fpecies of what we call the concha. 
Fetjica *, which is thelargell upon the coaft: the fifli it contains weighs fometimes five 
or fix pounds. The negroes broil and preferve it for times of famine, when they have/e- 
courfe to this meat, which is tough and inlipid, yet a great relief in cafe of urgent want. 
There was alfo plenty of cockles f, and ion?ies\, and a vail number of bivalvous Ihells, 
particularly what we call the concha mu&onata §. 

As often as I went to the foreft of Krampfane, I took different and round-abou 
ways. Sometimes I dire&ed my fteps along the iea-lide, and found the fpartium ||t 
and th ekeimia with leaves like thofe of a linden tree, on the banks of the inarigot of 
Kann : I likewife met with the ximenia ^[, the rimbot , the f agar a, and fome acacia s 
or thorny plants upon hills. At other times I traverfed the fertile fields, which were 
filled with a fmall fpecies of anonas, and feveral of thofe citron trees, called toll by the 
negroes. Their fruit refembles very much that of the m'anguier of India, and has both 
the figure and tafte of a citron. There was no want of game in thofe parts : there wfis 
likewife a great number of antelopes, and of a fmall fpecies of hinds**, hardly as big as 
a hare. The latter ftarted as it were, wherever I trod : one o>||my negroes happened 
twice to dart his hafiagaye at them, and twice he hit his aim : heaffured me that he never 
courfed this, animal any other way. The haffagaye is a kind of fpear feven or eight 
feet long, with a piece of iron at the end of it like a pike. This is the weapon which 
the negroes moil commonly ufe ; and they dart it with their hand. My negro threw 
his with great force and dexterity ; and I learnt a few leffons of him, which gave me 
great pleafure. 0 

My time was divided among plants, animals, and ihells 5 but the latter occupied me 
as much as all the reft. I availed myfelf of the opportunity of being in a country, 
where they are in great plenty. The rocks of Cape Bernard and Cape Manuel, oppofite 
the iiland of Goree, fumiflied me with a vaft number of very beautiful ihells, fuch as 
the purple fifh, the iargeft fpecies of ft ar- fifli ; and feveral foft fifties, as fea hares, cut- 
tie filh, and polypus. Among the lands of the creek of Ben, I met with fome cockles 

* See the natural hiftory* of univalve Jhells, fpecies 8. plate 3. fig. 1 and 2, 

\ Ibid, fpecies, 9. plat. 4, fig. 5, Favel. 
j Ibid, of concha operculata , fpecies 2. plat. 7- fig. 5. Tefart. 

| Ibid, of bivahous Jhells, fpecies 6, plat.iS. fig. 2. Koman. , 

8 Spartium fcandens, citri foliis, fioribus atbis, ad nodes confertim nafeentibns. Plum, cat. p. m* 
K Ximenia aculeata, fiore villofo, fructuluteo. Plum, f pec. 6, ' * 

** CemsjuTeacu s, perpufillua Guineenfis. voL i. p. 70* tab- 43, fig, i, ^and 3, 
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and holothuria . Sometimes I entered the water up to my knee?, to extract the {hells 
hidden, under the fand, -while the negroes went further cut to fifh. Thev are accu r - 
tomed to catch them in this fpot with the haifayaye, wading through the water up to 
the waift, and oftentimes deeper. When they perceive tire tunny, the cji:tz:::c, the fore 
mullet, or fome fuch large fifh, they dart their hdfagaye with a marvelirus dexterity, 
and feldom mifs their, aim. This bay fupplics them likewife with a trek; tads cf mid- 
dling fifh, which they catch with nets. They fpiit them in two, and kv them before 
the fun to' dry, and then they fell them to the Meors ; tbefe in exchange (apply them 
with millet, which is wanting in their county. 

Tfcefe fillies procured me an obfervation, which would not perhaps have offered hfelf 
elfewhere. As the negroes leave them to dry on the top of their huts, the lions, tygers 
and wolves, which inceffantly roam in the neighbourhood, are frequently enticed, by 
the fight and fmell thereof, into the village ; and then woe be to the children, cr evert 
to the men that are found abroad. One night a lion and a wclf happened to enter, 
both together, into the yard belonging to the hut where I ky : they raffed alternately 
their fore feet up to the roof, which I could eafily hear them do, and they carried off 
their provilion. The next day we were certain, by the impreffen of their feet, which 
was ftrongly marked in the fand, that they came together ; and we difeovered the place 
from whence they had taken the two fi flies ; and no doubt but eachcf them feised bis prey. 
This was very moderate for two fuch voracious animals ; but indeed they had not pitched 
upon the fmaileit. I know not whether this remark was ever made before, that the lion 
and the wolf prowl together ; yet it is not an uncommon thing ; there are daily infra rices 
of it in thofe parts ; almoil every night the wolf is heard to howl clofe by the lion. 
The fame thing I have obferved, myfelf, a hundred times, in my excurfionsup the Niger j 
and I am perfectly lure, that the wolf frequently afiociates with the lion, without having 
any apprehenfion of danger. Not that the fize of the African wolf, which is much 
fuperior to that of the European, makes any impreffion on the lion ; hut the reafoa is, 
he is no way tempted by the wolf’s flelh. And what confirms mein this opinion, is, that 
I never obferved, thajmie two lions which were brought up in the village of Senegal,, 
ever attacked the dogs lthat were expofed to them, or that fell in their way, when they 
were unchained ; whereas they darted iaftantly upon the firfl: herfe, or the firft child 
they happened to meet. 

A few days after this vifit from the lion and the wolf, we received another from a 
tigrefs, which came to the fame hut along with her young one, and likewife carried 
off two fifhes. There need only thefe two inftances to (hew how lazy and indifferent 
are the negroes, in regard to the damage thefe animals do them, and the danger to 
which their own perfons are continually expofed. When one afks them for what reafoa 
they do not either chace away thofe animals, or withdraw their filh at leafl in the 
night $ they are fatisfied with anfwering, that all the world mud live, and that it would 
•be a greater flavery for them to lock up their fifh every night than to catch them. 
And indeed wc muft own that the fifhery on this coaft is carried on with amazing 
facility. 

Then- lands lie entirely uncultivated ; either, becaufe the fands are too ungrateful, 
or becaufe, being accuftomed to the fifliing trade, which cells them lefs trouble, they 
negkS all agriculture, and rely on the Moors for every fort of neceffaries. Thefe 
people were here at that time, and had brought their baggage and provifions with them, 
not loaded upon oxen and camels ; as I had feen before to the north of the Niger, but 
only on affes, of which they had great plenty. With difficulty did I know this animal, 

5 he 
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he had fo fine a coat and looked To handfotne in comparifon to thofe of Europe ; 
which I believe neverthelefs would make as good a figure, if the drudgery they are 
put to, did not greatly coritribute to deform them. The hair of the Mooriih affes 
was of a fine bright moufe colour, over which the black leather thong which is 
la ; d along their backs, and afterwards croffes over their (boulders, has a very good 
effect. Thefe animals are fomewhat larger than ours, but they have lijcewife fomt thing 
in the make of their heads, that diftinguilhes them from a hcrfe, and efpecially front 
a Barbary horfe, which is the natural growth of the country, like themfelves, but of a 
larger fize. 

I had fome time before fpent a few days among the negroes ; but I never made fuch 
a long flay with them as at prelent by myfelf, and remote from any communication 
with my own countrymen. Then it was, that 1 had an opportunity of being perfeSly 
acquainted with their character, cuftcms, and manner of living : I was even prefent 
once at their ceremony of marriage ; but this would make me digrefs too far from my 
fubjedl ; I lhall only obferve that in general they are very humane and hofpitable. 

The ninth of May, I returned from Ben to Goree, from whence I fet out the ioth 
of the enfuing month for the ifland of Senegal. I arrived the 15th at the bar, where 
I was obliged to wait for wind four whole days. The reader may judge, what uneafi- 
nefs I muft have fuffered in a fmall veffel, tolled to and fro by the rolling billows. 
There I had leifure to conlider the furprifing effect of the waves off the bar, and to 
direct my eye all round me, without perceiving any thing elfe but dazzling fands on 
one fide, and the liquid main on the other. True it is, that this famenefs of profpeft 
was varied a little, by feeing the pirogues of the negro fifhermen, who bravely ven- 
tured over the bar, to bring us provifions on board. Though the fea runs very high 
upon the coaft, yet there is a great deal of fi(h in the road. Our failors catched abun- 
dance with their line, efpecially a fort of fea trulh, which is very common in that fea. 
This filh is very ready to bite ; and, as foon as it has laid hold of the hook, it is plea- 
fant to fee what jerks and leaps it makes to get free ; to fuch a degree, that it inverts 
its ftomach, which you fee ifiuing out of its mouth in the fhape : , of a carp’s bladder : 
thefe ffcrugglings are alfo attended with a hollow rumbling aoife, which has given it the 
name of grondin, or grumbler, whereby it is known on this coaft. 

A westerly wind refeued me from this wretched fituation, and carried me over the 
bar to the ifland of Senegal the 20th of June. I flood in great need of repofe, after 
the fatigues I had undergone in my voyage, from which I fuffered much more than I 
(hould have done from a long fit of illnefs. Every body knows, that the fea ficknefs 
is a kind of weaknefs or faintnefs, which caufeth a naufeoufnefs and vomiting, more or 
lefs, according to the difference of conftitutions expofed to that element. Some people 
are never feized with it : others feel the effefls of it but the firft day or two, and then 
it leaves behind it a certain dizzinefs : others are never feized with this diforder, except 
when the fea is very much agitated, and the motion of the fhip becomes extremely 
violent : others, in fhort, and of this number was I, are troubled with it the whole 
time they are at fea, in (hort voyages even of two hours, as well as in long ones 5 in 
calms as well as in ftormy weather. Robuft and feeble conftitutions are attacked with 
it all the fame : there are only fome particular habits of body, thofe of children for 
example, and perfons weakened by ficknefs, and a few others in health, that are 
exempt from it. But of the latter, why fome Ihould be fubjeft to, and others free 
from this illnefc, is not yet known. The general utility that would refult from this, 
knowledge, which, & fo learned an age, might pafs for a real difeovery, deferves the 
, 4 attention 
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attention of the gentlemen of the faculty *, who have occafion to perform a voyage by 
fea, or an opportunity of making thefe experiments. If once the caufe of this malady 
were known, fome fafe prefervative might be found out, which would render this 
element acceffible to perfons, who, with abilities and the beft difpofition in the world 
for fea voyages, are offen difcouraged merely by this obftruciion. 

To fuch a degree had this complaint (which does not however meet wi:h its due 
degree of pity) ruined and difordered my ftomach, that, upon my arrival at the bland 
of Senegal, I faw no other way to re-eftabliih my health, than by fixing my abode 
there, and renouncing ail fea voyages, with a firm refolution not to go to fea again, 
till my return to France. Befides, I had reafon to be fatisfied with the voyages I had 
already made, as they had turned out fo greatly to the advancement of natural hiirory, 
fo far as it regards the fouthem parts of our fettlement : and the neighbourhood of the 
ifland of Senegal, and the Niger, was likely to furnifh me with many obfervadons in 
phyfics and natural hiftory, which had efcaped me before. I ftaid therefore cn this 
fpot fome years longer, during which time, befides thefe remarks, I had leifure to draw 
a few topographical charts, by which I defigned to fleer my courfe in pay little voyages. 
In the fequel of this narrative, I fhall only take notice of the moft remarkable occur- 
rences in thofe excurfions in the neighbourhood of the ifland of Senegal. 

I had been long defirous of making a vifit to the village of Kionk, which is in the 
Wood Hand, within a league north of the ifland of Senegal. Thither at length I went 
the fourth of September in a fhallop ; but I was not fortunate in my return, for, when 
we were in the. middle of the river, a violent eaft-wrad arofe, which warned us to 
make the beft of our way to land, in order to avoid the impending ftorm. And 
indeed, I had hardly croffed the point of the Wood Ifland , when the tempeft burft. As 
it was impoffible for me to reach the fhore, make what hafte I would, and the danger 
was imminent, I immediately made for the fand-bank, which joins this point to the 
ifland of Senegal. The negroes belonging to a pirogue, which had been alfo catched 
in the ftorm, leaped into the water up to their waift on this very fand-bank, and up- 
held it againft the violence of the waves, which had overwhelmed it in the beginning ; 
their example was followed by the fix negroes belonging to my fhallop, and by ten 
other men and women paflengers, who jumped immediately into the water, and dividing 
themfelves all round the boat, fupported it againft the raging elements. This was the 
fureft way to hinder it from being overfet, or thrown upon the bank, where it would 
have been infallibly broke to pieces ; and we had reafon to be afraid of one or other 
of thofe accidents, the bed of the Niger being confiderably widened in this fpot by the 
junction of its two branches, which form a laud of lake, of fo fpacious an extent, as 
to be open on every fide to raving tempefts. The prefent .weather might really 
deferve that name, the wind and rain being attended with flaihes of lightning and loud 
claps'of thunder. Notwithftanding that the negroes were fo careful as to uphold my 

* To feme the gentlemen of the faculty, who may chance to fet about an inquiry into the caufe of this 
diforder, I {hall infert here a few more remarks which I have made on this fubjeft. i. Thofe- who were 
lick during the whole voyage, the firfl: time they embarked on board a middling {hip of 500 tons, did uot 
feel a dizzinefs or head-ache, till after four hours were expired ; the vomiting did uot come on till the 
feventh hour, and continued the whole time of the voyage, which was two months. 2. When I did not 
ftay long enough at fea to be troubled with a vomiting, it feized me an hour or two after I went on fhore, 
whether I had eaten or not at my landing. 3 . It very rarely happens that a fea ficknefs produceth a fever ; 
it only diforders the ftomach, without taking away the appetite. 4. I obfenred that more women by far 
than men, efcaped this iilnefs ; and more of thofe who are fhort-fighted than otherwife. 5. Finally, I took 
notice, that thofe who have been moft afiK&ed with this complaint at fea, have always much better health 
on fhore, than fuch as feemed to be the moft vigorous and hearty at fea. 
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boat, yet tin's did not hinder it from making a foot and a half of water, partly with 
what fell from the heavens, and partly with the waves, which fometimes inwrapped it 
in the form of a fheet, in which I was alfo enveloped. Beftdes, I was wafhed, and, 
as it were, fcowered by the rain, which the wind impelled againft me with the uttnoft 
violence ; and it came fo very quick upon me, as almoft tb take away my breath, 
though I had flickered myfelf under one of the failor’s cloaks. Thus the boifterous 
elements drove my negroes and the boat with fuch force, that I began to be afraid both 
for them and for myfelf. Yet they did not let go their hoid ; their courage fupported 
them upwards of two hours, and preferved us from ruin. 

' This whirlwind began at three o’clock in the afternoon, but did not afford matter of 
obfervation, till towards the end. The wind ceaiing about five, gave us an opportunity 
to fleer to the north point of the ifland of Senegal. This was the neareft land, and I 
was in a hurry to reach it, in order to dry myfelf as foon as pofiible ; for the boat was 
ftill half full of water, notwithftanding the pains the ten paflengers had taken to empty 
it, as fall as the waves broke over it, which was almoft every inftant. While we were 
advancing with eur oars, there appeared a phenomenon, which I had never feea 
before fo near ; and I do not remember, that any writer has ever mentioned it. This 
was a kind of ball, like unto a column of fmoke, that turned round upon itfelf ; it 
was from ten to twelve feet broad, and about two hundred and fifty in height ; its bafe 
was upon the -water, and aneaflerly wind was wafting it towards us. As" foon as the 
negroes faw it, they rowed as hard as they could to avoid it. They were better ac- 
quainted than I with the danger to which we muft have been expofed, had this whirl- 
wind burft over us ; its ufual effedt being to ftifle thofe it envelopes, with heat, and 
fometimes to fet fome of their houfes on fire ; and they knew feveral inftances of 
people who had loft their lives by the like accident. They were fo fortunate as to 
leave this dangerous phenomenon upwards of eighteen fathoms behind the fhallop; and 
they congratulated each other upon having fo luckily efcaped a torrent of fire, which 
by day-light appeared only as a thick fmoke. The heat thereof, though at the diftance of 
above a hundred feet, was very ftrong, fo as to make my clothes fmoke, though it had 
not time to dry them. The atmofphere had then 25 degrees of heat ; and I believe 
that the column of fmoke muft ar leak have had fifty, to render the humidity fenfible 
to us. It left behind it a very ftrong fmell, more nitrous than fulphureous, which 
annoyed us a long time, and the firft impreffion was made by a light ftimulation in 
the noftrils. This occafioned fome to fneeze, but in me it produced a heavinefs and 
difficulty of refpiration. 

In the month of March, in the year 1751, I began to take the plan of the neigh- 
bourhood of the ifland of Senegal. The eighth, I fet out in my pirogue, with my 
two cubiilcfs, (the name ufually given to the negro fifhermen) intending to make a 
tour round the ifland of Sor by water, as I was well acquainted with the inland parts. 
1 therefore went up the Niger, keeping clofe along the ifland up to its northern point, 
in order to enter the marigot of Kdntai, which wafhes its eaftem fhore, and to trace 
its courfe. As foon as I entered it, I thought myfelf rather in a fifh-pond, than fo a 
river from fifteen to twenty fathoms broad ; fo greatly did it abound with fifh. It was a 
pleafure to fail along a ftream as tranfparent and fmooth as glafs, while the banks 
were planted with very high mangroves, which afforded a verdant fhade above the 
fpace of a league.* The fifh bounced and leaped on every fide of us; but what was 
moft extraordinary, wherever we puffed, fome of them were continually leaping into 
the boat. The laTgeft, as the beft jumpers, paffed over us ; but almoft all the middling 
ones fell in. As their morions fo whirling about did not feem natural or voluntary, I 

examined 



A» Arson’s VOYAGE TO SENEGAL, &C. 649 

examined into them, in order to difcover their caufe ; and I found, moft of them had 
received the impreffion of teeth on fome parts of their bodies ; from whence 1 cm« 
duded, that they had been' purfued by the Larger fifh that wanted to or er upon them. 
For two hours that I kept failing along this marigoi, I reckoned two hundred and thirty 
fiflies called carpets *, which were catched in this manner without any other artifice. 
This was a moderate fifhing to my Negroes : as they were cubahis , that is, fishermen 
by trade, they did not feem to be much furprized at it : nay, they told me, that when they 
fifhed for the large fifh with the line or rod, they let their plrcgue go down the cur- 
rent of thefe little rivers, and frequently depended more on the final! fifh that were 
taken in this manner, than on the chance of the large ones. 

Never had cormorants, duckers, and falcon-fifhers, finer fport ; and indeed ail the 
mangroves were covered with them. The falcon-fifher, which the Jaloffs call by the 
name of jigularhsl, and the French by that of nanette, is a bird about the bigncfs of 
a goofe, with brown feathers, except the head, n=ck, breaft, and tail, which are a 
beautiful white. _ It has a ftrong hooked bill like an eagle, with fharp talons, ir.cur- 
vated in a lend circular form, which it ufes mod dexteroufly in fifhing. It generally 
perches on trees near the water ; where, as foon as it fees a fifh draw near the furface, 
it darts upon and feizes it with its talons. I killed one of them, which made my 
negroes look upon me with a very bad eye, becaufe they fear and reverence this bird; 
they even carry their fuperftition fo far, as to place it among the number of their 
marabous , that is, of their priefls, whom they look upon as perfons facred and divine. 
Yet they were appeafed, when they faw, I had got them a fifh of above four pounds, 
which this pretended marabou had carried to the bank of the river, in order to feaffc upon it. 

There happened to me another adventure, of much the fame nature, on the 3 2d 
of April, at the village of Sor. I was fitting on a mat in the middle of a court yard, 
with t".e governor of the village, and his whole family ; when a viper of the mif- 
chievous kind, after winding round the company, was drawing near to me. This 
familiarity I did not at all relifih ; and, to prevent any accident, I thought proper to 
kill it dire&ly, with a flick I had in my hand. Inflantly, the whole company flarting 
up, made loud outcries, as if I had committed murder ; and they all flew away, fo 
that the place was foon deferred. As the affair grew ferious, and the report thereof 
was fpread over the village, I laid hold of this opportunity, now that I was by myfelf, 
to put the viper into my handkerchief, and to hide it in my waiftcoat pocket. This 
was the belt method to make fare of this animal, which is fo difficult to be had in that 
country ; and at the fame timq, the way to calm their minds, by removing it out of 
fight. I was not very fafe upon that fpot ; and, perhaps they would have done me 
fome mifchief ; but the mafter of the village, a man of good fenfe, in whofe houfe 
this whole affair had paffed, foon reflected that both his honour and intereft called upon 
him to quiet the tumult, and to filence the report. This he did effectually by means 
of his authority as governor ; though his prudent conduCt, and his character as marabou , 
were of no fmall affiftance to him. This fpecimen fhews how zealouily the negroes 
are attached to their religion, and to their fuperftitious obfervances. They do not look 
upon ferpents as deities, yet they refpeCt them enough not to kill them : they let them 
grow and multiply in their huts, though thefe animals frequently eat their chickens, 
and dare to He, as it were, with themfelves. True it is, they feldom hurt any body ; 
they muft be either attacked, or wounded, or trod upon, before they will be pro- 
voked to bite. 
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The 7th of May, I fell down the Niger, in order to vilit tfjte marigot of Del, 
which is not very far from its mouth. The wind was favourable ; and my negroes, 
to avoid the trouble of rowing, put up their fail. A pirogue only thirty feet in length 
could not want a very large fail ; and indeed they were not much at a lofs to find one. 
A negro ere&ed a pole of about ten feet, in the fore part of the boat, and then fet another 
fmall one acrofs the top of it, whereon he hung his paan. Thefe pnans are very ufeful: their 
fhape is fuch, that you may occafionally make them ferve for a fail, a fheet, a bed covering, 
a cloak, a petticoat, or a fafh. I cannot compare the figure of this fail to any thing better 
than that of a banner or fiandard, with the two lower ends fattened to each fide of 
the pirogue. The negro who was upon the poop, fleered with his paddle ; while the 
other managed the fail, and turned it to the wind. With this feeble aid, I advanced 
near two leagues in lefs than an hour’s time, and arrived at: the entrance of the marigot 
of Del. Juft where it difcharges itfelf into the Niger, it is flopped up by a bar of fand, 
where the river is fometimes fo rough, when a north wind blows, as to hinder the 
large pirogues from entering. My. people concerted their matters fo well, that they 
got over the difficulty, and, after conducing me through all the windings of the 
marigot , they landed me at the village of Del, which was built on the extremity of a 
bank of fhells, that extended near a league to the northward. It appeared remarkable, 
that this bank was entirely bare to the furface, and that all the fhells were of one 
fpecies ofoyflers, which had heretofore lived on the mangroves of the neighbouring 
marigots , in the fame manner as I had obferved of thefe in the river Gambia. 

The fea had brought into the Niger a prodigious quantity of fea poumons and velettes , 
which upon my return I had leifufe to fee floating on the water. The former of 
thofe fiihes are known in this country by the name of Flemifh caps, and the latter by 
that of galeres * . Nothing can bear a nearer refemblance to a bladder filled' with air, 
and painted a beautiful red, than the body of the galere. You can hardly diftinguifh 
any other part of it than a fringe upon the back, and eight fillets under the belly, 
that defcend downwards, to ferve, as it were, for a ballaft to the bladder which floats 
above water, and is totted to and fro by the winds. This animal, though unfhapen and 
almolt without any fenfible motion, is cauflic to fuch a degree, that, when you touch 
it, you immediately feel a pain as if you were burnt. I took one into my hand to 
make a trial, and held it till I began to feel its effeft : this appeared externally by a 
little rednefs, followed by a pricking and an inflammation, which did not ceafe till four 
hours after. The pain was communicated to all the tender parts of the body, as to 
the face, and efpecially to the eye-brows, by a very flender contact of the hand' inflamed. 

The remarks I had made for fome years, with great attention, and with particular 
views, in regard to the heats of the country, appeared to me important enough to be 
enlarged, in fuch a manner as to render them fufceptible of comparifon. I refolved 
therefore to obferve, during the hottell days in the year, the degrees marked by 
M. de Reaumur's thermometer, when expofed to the open air ; and thofe which a 
fecond inflrument of the like nature would mark, during, the fame time, in the fands 
expofed to the fun, M. Andriot , who, befides being erxtremely well {killed in natural 
philofophy, is a very accurate obferver, was of great aflillance to me on this occalion ; 
for he Vras fo good as to be at equal trouble with me, whenever I wanted a perfon to 
make experiments in one place correfpoxident to thofe I was performing in another. 
Such was the tribute we mutually paid to the ffiendlhip, which had fo clofely united us 
ever fince our youth. ’ 

• tlrtka marina foluta purpurea, oblonga, cirrhis longiffimfs. Shan. Jam. Vol. 1. pag. 7. Tab. 4. Fig. 5. 
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I pitched upon the 4th of July, to make one of tkofe important obfervatians on 
the ifland of Senegal. The fun was then diftant from our zenith, no more than ieven 
degrees north, fo that it might be looked upon as vertical towards noon-day. The 
Savanna which extends weft of the fort St. Lewis, like a great plain, level with the 
neighbouring fea, and expofed to the winds on all fides, efpecially to the weft, which 
blew that day, afforded me the bell place I could delire for my purpcfe, becaufe it has 
no fhelter. A little fand-hill about four feet high, that Hood very convenientlv in the 
middle of the plain, was the fpot on which I fet an exacl thermometer before the fun, 
fixing the ball in the fand. I placed it towards ten o’clock in the morning, and there 
it ftaid till three in the afternoon. During this whole time, I obferved the degrees of 
afcenfion in the liquor of the thermometer every five minutes. M. Andriot kept an 
account thereof, under a fmall Ihed. of ftraw, whither I retired from time to time, to 
fkreen myfeif from the rays of the fun, which made my head very dizzy. He ftaid to 
watch this inftrument, and to make his obfervations, while I went to the fort, in order 
to confult another thermometer, which I held continually fufpended in the open air, 
in the fhade eighteen feet from the ground, to avoid the reflection of heat. This 
marked 30 degrees for the heat of the open air, in the coldeft expofition of the ifland, 
while the other marked the heat of the fand at 60 degrees 4 . I had put three eggs 
into the ground, and covered them with fand, where I left them about three hours, 
in order to know for certain what effect this heat would produce upon them : I per- 
ceived they were not hard, but the white ftuck a little round the Ihell ; and they were 
fit for eating : accordingly we dined upon them, and found them very good. There is 
reafon to believe that, if the tube of the thermometer had been long enough to give 
more room for the liquor to play, it would have afcended a great deal higher than 6o 
degrees 4 , as I perceived afterwards, upon repeating thefe obfervations with other 
thermometers graduated up to boiling water. I {hall not defcant any further on thefe 
experiments ; it will fuffice at prefent to have only hinted at them, as I intend to enter 
into a more minute detail, in my treatife of obfervations on natural hiftorv. 

The ninth of September, there arofe in the. night a violent eaft wind, which brought 
on a very heavy rain, attended with fuch quick flafhes of lightning, that they feemed 
to be one continued corufcation. The thunder burft at the fame time in two different 
places in the ifland of Senegal ; one was the maft of a veffel ; the other the hofpital ; 
within two hundred fathoms of one another on the fame bank of the Niger. That 
■which fell on the hofpital, did no otheriharm than breaking two weather-cocks on the 
fame pavillion, knocking a few tiles off the top of the houfe, fplitting feveral of the 
rafters, and burfting three ftones on the floor, where it fpent itfelf on the lime, without 
hurting any of the fick that were very near. There waS fomething more remarkable 
in what happened to the maft of the fliip, which was about forty feet high, and 
done all over with pitch and tar. The thunder furrowed it two inches deep, but un- 
equally, from one end to the other, without touching the iron work, the tackling, or 
any of the pitched cordage with which it was furrounded ; and it fpent itfelf on the 
-quarter-deck, which was covered with a large tarpawling of thick canvafs, alfo done 
over with pitch'and tar. It feems as if the rofin broke the violence of the thunder, 
and diverted it another way. It is well known, that the outfides of thofe veflels aro 
well fecured with pitch and tar, fo that their external furface may be confidered as 
one continued lay of rofin. A negro, who had been entrufted with the care of the 
fhip that night, having laid himfelf down to fleep in the back cabin, felt a fudden 
•ihock, of which there remained very ftrong impreifions the next day, in everypart-pf 
his body. I leave it to philofophers, curious about this fort of phenomena, to judge 
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whether there can be a greater analogy between the ordinary effe&s of electricity, and 
thofe produced on this occafion by thunder. 

The waters of the Niger were fo fwelled with this florin of rain, and rufhed on with 
fuch precipitation, that they loofened, four or five leagues from thence, a little flip of land ' 
which floated along with the flream. The next morning it was feen like another Delos, 
following the current of the Niger, and (leering its courfe towards the fea. Its agree- 
able verdure, and the beautiful difpofition of the trees with which it was covered, gave 
it the air of an enchanted ifland, and railed a defire in the inhabitants of Senegal to get 
it into their poffeffion. Immediately a boat was lent, and overtook it ; the feilors fattened 
feveral ropes to the trees, and obliged it, in fpite of all the refinance it could make, to 
join the fands of Senegal. The whole village flocked to fee this curious fpedtacle ; 
never had they beheld fo delightful an ifland : they all feemed eager to go upon it, but 
were afraid of its roots, which they took for ferpents. I meafured it, and found it but 
four fathoms diameter : it was round, and bore only a fpinous fhrub ten feet high, to 
which the negroes give the name of billeur*. Its roots were extremely clofe and inter- 
twifted one within the other : they held but very little clay together, which the water 
could not wadi away. The wood of this plant is a vatt deal lighter than cork : the 
inhabitants of the country make ufe of it in (idling, when they want to fwim over the 
river, where it happens to be too broad. 

The negroes are all excellent fwimmers ; and nothing can be a (Ironger proof of this, 
than the intrepidity, with which they expofe themfelves on the bar. The twenty -fifth of 
the fame month, I was on the fea (bore, buficd in obferving the height of the equi- 
noctial tides, when a French veffel arrived oppofite to the for r of Senegal. The (hip’s 
boat advanced towards the bar ; and there waited till fomebody from fliore came to 
fee what difpatch.es it brought. The negro, who was ufed to this bufinefs, jumped 
into the water to fetch the letters, though there was a greater fwell than ufuul, becaufe 
the tides rofe to a higher pitch. To behold the violent agitation of the fea, the billows 
Tiling above ten feet, and then falling like fo many (heets of water, with prodigious noife 
and weight, one would never imagine that he could pofiibly furmount them: yet he 
palled them all, riding upon the backs of fome, and plunging under t.'thers, where he 
feemed to be buried, till at length he happily got on fnore, with the difpatches com- 
mitted to his care. Neither is the fea the object moftto be dreaded during this paffage ; 
there are fuch terrible requiem on the bar, that they oftentimes devour the divers. No 
doubt but it was owing to fome accident- cf this kind, that a negro difappeaxed this very 
month, and was never more heard of. 

The next day we catched a fi(h ih the river, that has very little relation to any of 
the known inhabitants of the liquid element. Its body is round, without fcales, and 
fmootfr as an eel, but much thicker in proportion to its length. The negroes call it 
tuaniear , and the French irembieur. , or qitaker, from the effeft it produces, which is not 
a numbnefs like that arifing from the cramp-filh, but a very painful trembling in the limbs 
of thofe who touch it. This effect did not appear to differ fenlibly from the electrical 
motion of the Leyden experiment, which I had felt feveral times: and it is communicated 
in the fame manner by Ample contact, with a flick or iron rod five or fix feet long; 
to as to make you inftantly drop whatever you hold in your hand. I have tried this 
experiment feveral times, as well as that of eating of this fifh, which, though very well 
tatted, i$ not equally proper for ail conflitutioas. 

The ifland of Senegal, as I have feveral times obferved, is no more than a naked ' 
"fend- bank, which produces but a few herbs, and whofe infufficient and improper to 
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feed the Company’s flocks. This has obliged them to look out for a place, where the 
cattle might find pafture, and fecurity again ft the depredations of the Moors and the 
negroes. Thefe advantages are in fome meafure found cn a pretty large Aland, called 
Griel, within two leagues north of Senegal. The conveniency of getting to this place 
by means of a fmall river of the fame name, and the agreeable defcription I had heard 
or it, induced me to take a trip thither for a few days. I fet cut the 2 d of October, 
by the fame canal which is parallel to the principal branch of the Niger, and leparated 
all along from the fea, only by a narrow neck of fand, about a hundred fathoms at 
ffloft in breadth. It was covered with pelicans, or wide-throats, which moved with 
great ftate, like fwans upon the water. Without doubt, thefe are the largeti birds in 
the country, next to the oflrich. I killed one, whofe wings, meafuriag from one end 
to the other, were above ten feet wide. Its bili was upwards of a foot and a half long ; 
and the bag, fattened underneath, held near two and twenty pints of water. This bag is 
not only for fiflung ; but is like a kind of catting net, which nature hath given thofe birds, 
to facilitate the means of providing for their wants. It could not be given to any 
animal that knows how to make better ufe of it, for they may be laid to filh in per- 
fection- They generally fwim in flocks in deep water, and form at firft a large circle, 
but contract it afterwards, by drawing near to one another gradually, in order to bring 
the filh along with them, which the motion of their feet has confined within that fpace ; 
and as foon as they fee a fufficient number of them together, they plunge their bill wide 
open into the water, and Ihut it again as quick as a fifherman calls and draws his net. 
In order to empty their bag of the water with which it is filled, they only lean their 
bill on one fide, and open it gently ; then the water runs out, and leaves the fifties dry, 
which they eat very quietly on Ihore. 

When we were within a quarter of a league of the ifland of Griel, we thought we 
faw a beautiful avenue of trees, which prefents itfelf Tideways : their fymmetry would 
even make one imagine, that they were planted on purpofe to form a delightful villa ; 
yet they were only calabafhes, fwn by the hands of nature, and eafily known by their 
make and fize. Except thefe trees, of which there is a great number on this point, and 
a few mangroves, there are hardly any others on the ifland. The meadow is on this 
feme fide, on a red land-hiil, which is f. wn here and there with a few Ihiubs, and 
efpecially wiih tithymals, whofe white flowers are agreeably intermixed with the lively 
colours of the fuperb lily* by which they are topped. The reft of the ifland is a fmooth 
even plain, the greateft part of which is laid under water during the rainy feafon : 
it is uncovered in the winter by draining the waters into a fmall rivulet, which feems to 
form a little ifle in the larger ifland of Griel. This part balances the good qualities of 
the other ; for it produces only two forts of pianist, of which the cattle do not feem 
to be very fond. 

After paffing the rivulet that feparates the little ifle from the larger iftand of Griel, I found 
towards the north the village of Dounn on a reddilh fand, the ground fomewhat higher 
and furprizingly fruitful. Proceeding ftill further north, I came to the village of Nguiago, 
from whence I perceived, at the diftance of a league to the right, the village of Torkrod, 
which is feparatedfrom thence all the way by a morals. As this morafs is full of water and 
reeds, it abounds with aquatic birds, fuch as curlews, woodcocks, teals, and wild 
ducks. The latter are of a fmall fize, and a little different from our European 
wild duck : there is fuch plenty or them in this neighbourhood, as to cover 
a very large tract of ground: they fhew themfelves by thoufands, and you kill 
them, as it were, by thoufands. It is not uncommon to fee thirty of them 
drop at one fliot, and oftentimes twice the number. True it is, that thefe 

* A new ipecks of aethonka. f The marina crifta or falicomia, and Linnaeus’* crcffa. Spec. Plata, p. 2 33* 
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lucky ffiots are referred for the negroes : for befides their being very good markfinen 
and their making ufe only of thofe large fowling-pieces called buccaneers, and aiming 
at thofe birds only upon level ground and in large plains, they have ftill another advan- 
tage over Europeans : they can draw near the game by means of the colour of their 
bodies, which, being black from head to foot, are confounded with the verdure of the 
field ; whereas the white face of the Europeans, or the fmalleft bit of a fleeve or neck- 
cloth, is perceived afar off by thofe birds, and the leaflnoifein the world frightens 
them away, before you come within reach of them. 

The negroes of this neighbourhood are obliged to lie on very high beds, in order 
to befheltered from the mulketoes, of which there are great fwarms, efpecially in this 
month. Tbefe beds are from five to fix feet fquare, and confift of a double texture of 
flicks laid very clofe together, and fupported by four polls, which are raifed eight or nine 
feet from the ground. They mount this kind of platform by ftep-ladders, fattened to 
two of the pofts perpendicularly over one another. This iituation is far from being 
convenient ; for it is very difficult to attend thofe ladders, molt of them being out of 
order by frequent mounting ; and one’s foot is apt to flip towards that fide which they 
incline to : yet the negroes climb them, with great eafe. At fun-fet, the mulketoes iffue 
forth in fwarms, and then the negroes betake themfelves to their platform. There they 
fup and finoke, and chat for a great part of the night, after which they lleep till day 
in the open air. I had never ufed die precaution to take a tent with me ; fo that I 
lay with them and in their manner, that is, alraofl naked, the great heat not permitting 
me to wear any fort of garment. The mulketoes indeed were not fo troublefome here 
as under cover ; ftill they fucked a good deal of blood, and every morning I had my 
face disfigured with pimples. This, however, did not hinder me from patting my nights 
very agreeably. 

Befides the amufement I received from the fables, dialogues, and witty flories, with, 
which the negroes entertained each other alternately, according- to their cuftom ; I 
was ravilhed with beholding a Iky ever blue and ferene, and belpangled with ftars 
that flione forth with the brighteft luftre. Raifed on* this platform as on a fmall 
obfervatory, open on all fides, I could eafily accompany thofe luminaries with my eye 
In their common revolution from eaft to weft. Oftentimes, I did not lofe fight of the 
upper edge of the dilk of the fun and of the larger ftars, till they plunged un der the 
horizon of the ocean : and it was not uncommon for me, to pay the fame attendance 
upon fome ftars, much below the fecond magnitude ; though they could not be dif- 
cerned after their rife, till towards the third or fourth degree of their afcenfion above the 
horizon, by reafon of the vapours, which are more frequent upon land. 

The negroes likewife pointed to me a confiderable number of the ftars, that form 
the chief conftellations, as Leo, Scorpio, Aquile, Pegafus, Orion, Sirius, Procyon, 
Spica, Canopus, befides moil of the planets, wherewith they were well acquainted, £Tay, 
they went fo far, as to diftinguilh the fcintillations of the ftars, which at that time 
■began to be vifible to the eye. It is amazing, that fuch a rude and illiterate people 
.-fhould reafon fo pertinently in regard to thofe heavenly bodies ; for there is no man- 
ner of doubt but that, with proper inflruments and a good will, they would become 
excellent aftronomers j by reafon that they live in a climate that enjoys a clear fky, 
almoft the year round ; and, as they fpend their time out of doors, they have all man- 
ner of conveniencies for examining, every moment, into what pafles in the ftarry 
regions. 

A few days after my return to the ifland of Senegal, the north part of the village 
was burnt down to the ground. The reader may eafily imagine what havock the flames, 
efpecially when fanned by a very ftrong north-eaft wind, mutt have made among a 

1 parcel 



ABANSON’s VOYAGE TO SENEGAL, &C, 655 

parcel of ftraw huts, that flood extremely clofe to each other, and had been dried by 
the heat of the fun. In vain did the marabous climb on the top cf the cottages, and 
fpit into the blaze ; in vain did they mumble over their prayers, and act a tho ufand 
ridiculous mummeries ; not one -of the huts, over which they performed thofe charms, 
efcaped: neither was the fury of the flames afluaged, till the inhabitants, finding the 
inutility of thofe fuperftitious incantations, beftirred themfeives with all their might, in 
throwing water and fand to extinguifh the fire. The day following, they endeavoured to 
repair their Iofs ; new cottages were raifed on the fame fpot $ and in a few days there were 
no veftiges remaining of the damage done by this conflagration. So common are thele 
accidents in this country, that I remember fome years, wherein not a month, nay feme- 
times not above a week or a fortnight elapfed, vvitout one hut or another taking fire : 
and fometimes it fpreads with fuch fury, that in the fpace of fiye years, one half of 
the village of Senegal, extending very near four hundred fathoms, was twice burnt 
down to the ground, in lefs than four and twenty hours. The caufe of thefe misfortunes 
is frequently unknown, for they commonly happen in the day-time, during the moil 
fcorching heats of the fun ; and the negroes are fo ufed to them, that they feldom lofe 
either their lives or effects, fo that they expect them continually, without living under 
any great apprehenfion. 

The ifland of Sor is divided into two unequal parts by a fmall mariget, the mouth of 
which is oppofite to the fort on the ifland of Senegal. I entered it the firft time, in my 
progue, the 8th of December. This rivulet is fo narrow, that the branches of the 
mangroves on each fide join together, and form a kind of ifle or covered alley, which 
extends almoft a quarter of a league in length. I paid dearly for the fervice thofe trees 
did me, in fheltering me from the heat of the fun ; for in an inftanil was attacked by 
a prodigious fwarm of mufketoes, and large flies *, whofe flings are as painful as thofe 
of bees. My negroes, being naked, fuffered infinitely more than I ; their bodies were 
covered with thefe infects in fuch a manner, that they made feveral rows clofe upon one 
another. I really believe fuch a fpe&acle was never feen before ; and that all thefe 
ftingings drained them of as much blood, as they would have loft by a copious bleed- 
ing. T his canal rouft have been the great thoroughfare for the mufketoes coming from 
the bottom of the wood, which feems to be the general magazine of the country, from 
whence they iffiie out in fwarms, and fpread themfeives among the villages and other 
places inhabited by manor beaft. 

Were it not for the above inconveniency, this rivulet would be the fineft place in the 
world for a trip on the water. The breadth of it is from two to four fathoms ; with as 
many, and fometimes more in depth. It is frequented by a great number* of birds, 
all excelling each other in beauty ; and efpecially by feveral fpecies of the king-fifher, 
whofe plumage is agreeably depi&ed with variety of the moft lively colours. There 
you hear alfo a continual warbling of birds, with repeated echoes from the many trunks 
of trees, with which the banks are lined. The two extremities thereof are flopped up 
with a fhoal, which admits of none but pirogues to enter : yet taking the opportunity 
of the tide, fhallops might befent up it by the marigot of Kantai, to cut down a confi- 
derable qu antit y of mangroves, moft of which are from twelve to fifteen inches in dia- 
meter, Mid might be of excellent ufe for -timber to build houfes. The bank at the eaft 
end of the rivulet is a flimy fand, which is bare at low water. When I paffed that way, 
half a dozen crocodiles lay ftretched out before the fun, immoveable, like fo many pieces 
'of log-wood, on the ground. Whenever the negroes come near this place, they arefure 
to find thefe animats here ; and thence it is that they call this rivulet the morigrt of the 
diajiks, which, in their language, fignifies the rivulet of the crocodiles. 

* Tabanus { the gad-fly. 
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To the right of this fhoal, I entered the marigot of Kantai, where the "negroes were 
ct that time very bufy in fifhing for the lamantin, or fea-cow. This filh, which has 
been mentioned by all voyagers, and which many have defcribed without being well ac- 
quainted with it, and which probably gave rife to the fable of the mermaids, deferves fo 
particular a defcription, that I iha.ll be excufed from faying any thing more about it in 
this compendious narrative. There does not pafs a year in which the negro inhabi- 
tants of this neighbourhood, who have referred the filhery to themfelves, exclufive of 
all others, do not catch half a dozen, the greateft part of which they fell to the fort of 
Senegal. It is caught only in December and January, which are the moil favourable 
months. The fleih of it is fine eating ; being of the colour of veal or pork, and in tafte 
partaking of both ; but it feldom is fo tender. 

Afcending the Niger, as we came out of the marigois of Kantai and Guaira, I faw 
along the coaft of Barbary the feveral gutters, which the fea had made' the day before 
by daihing with fuch violence againil the fands. It was ftill high enough to pour its 
waters into the river ; and what is very remarkable, in regard to this effect of a fwelling 
fea, is, its having appeared feveral years fuccelllvely during the winter folftice, and not 
in the equinoxes, as if the tides were ftronger in that feafon of the year than in this. 

Notwithstanding that I made all the hafte I could, yet I did not get back to the point 
of the ifland of Senegal till fix in the evening ; and when I reached the fort, it was 
night. For in thofe countries, where the nights and days are almoft equal the year 
round, they have but very little twilight, and there is not the difference of a quarter 
of an hour between fun-fct and darknefs : fo that, as foon as it is ten or fifteen degrees 
below the horizon, an opake gloom fpreads itfelf over the furface of the earth, and it 
is then as dark as midnight. 

Pleafed with what I had learned by a conftant navigation for feveral months fucceflively 
in all the fmall rivers of the neighbourhood of the ifle of Sor, I was not willing t;o lofe 
the opportunity of feeing their method of tillage, which was to be in the beginning of 
the month of June the next year, in that ifland. Early in the morning, the 8th of 
June, all the inhabitants attended the lord of the village into the field, finging and 
dancing as on a great feflival : fome carried their tabor and pipe; others had no other 
tool or inflrament than a fmall fpade helved with a flick, which was bent in the middle, 
.and long enough to prevent their being obliged to {loop to work. After they had all 
danced a few minutes on the veiy (pot, the latter, without interrupting the cadence, 
began to throw up the ground with their fpades, in order to root out the weeds. 
During this operation they accorded fo well with the found and meafure of the inftru- 
ments ir# their motions and finging, that you would have concluded all thofe hufband- 
men to be profeffed dancers and fingers. It was pleafing to fee how they toflfed their 
arms and legs, and into what contortions they threw themfelves with an air of content, 
according as the found of the tabor was more or lefs quick, and as the guiriots gave 
more life to their finging. They were not to leave off working till night ; in two days 
they were to refume their work again: and then their talk confifls in digging with the 
fame fpade a few holes, into which they throw a few grains of millet, over which 
.they immediately fpread the earth with their feet. "When this is done, they rely upon 
the rains for every thing elfe, and they are excufed from all kind of labour till harveft 
.time. Their lougans, for fuch is the name they have given to their ploughed lands, are 
. generally inclofed with a hedge of thorns, or a kind of tithymallus, or herb fpurge, which 
?is never very large, nor tall. The bark of it is fo white as to render it remarkable 
above all other trees. It grows very fad after the manner of all foft wood, and when 
•cut, it fheds a large quantity of white thick liquor like milk, which flows in great 
.abundance. 
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When thefe hufbandmen were fer about their work, I left them to go a (hooting as 
far as the village of Sornguiann, which is within a fmall half-league of Sor, or Sor- 
baba. I killed fome woodpeckers, partridges, larks, and a few geefe. The geefe of 
this country, which the negroes call hilt , have nothing p leafing in the colour of their 
feathers j but they are remarkable for a large bunch on their head, crowned with feveral 
caruncles, which ferve for an orna m ent. Their (houlders, juft on the fpot where the 
inflection of the wing is made, are alfo armed with a bom like a prickle, near an inch 
in length : and they ufe it very dexteroufly againfi: birds of prey that want to attack 
them. 

My courting was greatly improved by the difcovery I made, keeping along the bank 
of the neighbouring marigot of Sor-baba. There were frefli traces impreffed in the 
land, which I eafily found to have been made by a crocodile : this excited my curiofity : 

I wanted to fellow the feent, in order to find out this animal ; but after feeking for it 
in vain, I came to a place about fifty paces diftant from the rivulet, where the fand 
feemed to have been difturbed. My negroes judged that this might be the place where 
the crocodile layed its eggs ; and they were not miftaken : for, after digging about 
half a foot, they found thirty eggs, which they carried away, intending to make good 
cheer with them. They were hardly larger than goofe eggs, but call a finall feent of 
mufk, which would doubtlefs have been very agreeable to thofe who like that fmell. 

I haH been now upwards of three years in the country without having had any op- 
portunity offering the lime-kiln. This is a place fo called from the lime made of {hells, 
of which there is prodigious plenty in that neighbourhood. As it is on the bank of a 
fmall river which communicates with the Niger, the paSage to it, from the ifland of 
Senegal, is eafy by water. I arrived there the 20th of Auguft, on board a veffel which 
was going to load with lime. This is one of the molt delicious countries upon earth, 
being diverfified with large plains, agreeable valleys, excellent pafturage at all times 
for black and for fmall cattle, and with litde rivers, the banks of which are covered 
with mangroves and other trees in perpetual verdure. The chief of thofe rivers bears 
the name of the lime-mariget : it is large, and very full of fifli, abounding efpecially with 
fine eels, carp, and macheirans . The latter is very good fifh, and extremely fat ; but it 
is dan gerous while alive, being armed 'on the two fins of each fide, and on that of the 
back, with a very (harp dart, wherewith it wounds thofe who attempt to catch it. 
Thefe wounds are venomous, and difficult to cure. 

Going afliore on the fouth fide of this marigot , I found myfelf on a bank of {hells, 
where a number of lime-kilns had been dug very near the fea-fi.de. This bank, though 
bare of earth, was covered with a very thick wood ; there were even fome cal ab aJ h -trees 
of above three feet diameter. I kept walking among the (hells as far as the village 
rallpd Montel, which is more than half a league from thence fouthward ; and I came 
back another way, in order to difeover the breadth of it. What diverted me moft in 
in this expedition was, to fee the manner in which one of my negrosj killed a crocodile 
feven feet long. Having fpied this animal afleep among brambles, at the foot of a tree 
that grew near the bank of a river, he approached fo foftly as not to awake him, and then 
ftruck him very dexteroufly with his knife in that part of the neck where there are no 
bones nor feales, and pierced him nearly quite through. . The animal, mortally 
wounded, and curling himfelf, though with fome difficulty, hit the negro on the legs 
with the end of his tail ; and fuch was the violence of the blow, that he laid him flat 
upon the ground. The latter, without letting go his hold, rofe up again immediately ^ 
and, that he might have nothing to fear from the crocodile s devouring jaw, he en- 
wrapped it with a paan , while his comrade held the tail, and I got upon his body m 
order to keep him down. Then the negro drew out his knife again, and cut off the 
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head quite clean from the body. This expedition was foon over. The negroes did all 
they could to drag the body of the crocodile as far as the vefiel, for it was too heavy 
for them to carry ; but finding their endeavours ineffectual, they got it into a boat in 
order to put it on board. By this exploit my negro acquired high applaufe from all 
the hptots of the veflfel, and from the neighbouring inhabitants, who had been Ionp ac- 
quainted with his dexterity in hunting the crocodile. They did honour to their prey j 
for that very evening they ate feveral flices of it. I tafted fome, which to me did not 
appear to have fo ftrong a fcentof mufk, as it is generally faid to have, and I found it 
tolerable good eating. 

The day following I made anexcurfion on the other fide the lime-marigot , and was 
not a little furprifed to find a great number of hills of red fand upwards of thirty feet 
high. The * neons, the * dethars, and feveral other fruit-trees, gave undoubted proofs 
of the fecundity of this foil : I faw cameleons on every fhrub ; and when they were 
touched, they changed from a green colour into black. They had fine fport at 
that time in .hunting, of grafshoppers, with which the earth was in fome meafure 
covered ; for it is a miftake to imagine that this animal does not eat. Let not its meagre 
body impofe on us : as many as I found, had their ftomachs filled with butterflies, and 
efpecially with grafshoppers ; which fhews that they do not fall fo rigidly as the vulgar 
formerly imagined.- but this is not the only error from which they ought to be fet free. 

To return to the banks of oyfter-fhells which cover the lime-fields upwards of half a 
league ; the negroes have alfo their prejudices. Some of them tell us, that this bank 
was the work of monkeys in former ages ; and that thefe animals, being then more 
numerous than they are at prelent, ate up thofe oyflers. Others will have them to be 
the fhells of oyfters which their forefathers fmoak-dried, as t^iey themfelves ufed to do 
not a great many years ago, when the mangroves of this river fumifhed them with 
wood, as thofe of the river Gambia do to this very day. The French, who have exa- 
mined thefe banks, and heard the reafonings of the negroes in regard to their formation 
are of the latter opinion. But even were we to grant both thefe points, ftill they will 
bepuzzled to account how thefe fhells fhould be arranged thus in the regular manner 
we find them, without any intermixture. Befides, the quantity of oyfters that could 
be fhelled and dried in a day, is fo very fmall in comparison to the immenfe heap of 
fhells in queihon, and. would fuppofe fuch a feries of ages to form this bank, that the 
thing Ioleth all probability in the fupputation. Without haying recourfe to fuch pre- 
carious proofs, in order to explain in what manner this and fuch other heaps of fhells 
have been formed, we have only to refleft on what paffeth in the river Gambia, where 
die oyfters coufiderably multiply on the roots of mangroves, and in feveral parts have 
formed many high banks of fhells : and we fhall have reafon to believe, that thefe fpots 
were formerly the beds- of rivers, where the oyfters alfo lived on mangroves : that thefe 
beds fucceffively changed place, and that the fea retiring left thefe banks bare, and 
upon a level 3 eight or ten feet above itsfurface. 

The 23d I returned to the Aland of Senegal in my pirogue: though it was very 
light and tottermg, yet I chofe rather ,0 niali ufeof it.Van to wl S for ™ 
vemency of he veffel that had brought me from thence. My negroes ftfove who 
fhould fwim the fafteft, and re-condufted me, in lefs than two hours, two leagues and 
a half which is the chftance from the lime-kiln to the ifland of Senegal. NotJthftand- 
Sw?y o rAfV the .™ ter ’ and a ftrong guft of wind which blew from the eaft 

\ jet ? 0t a fm S le J*T e broke in upon us, nor did we 
perceive the leafl: fpnnklmg, becaufe we were fheltered under the mangroves. The 
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wind was ’now quite down, and there were only a few large waves here and there 
when a pirogue put off to crofs the river : the pirogue was fmail, and had three men. in 
it ; two of them rowed with a paddle, during which exercize they fung a kind of fong, 
the burden of which I heard at a great diftance, and it was not difagreeable. The 
negro, who fteered with his paddle, was probably in the fault ; or eife he who was 
employed in the middle to empty the water which entered the plrcgus, muff have 
inclined too much on one fide, and deffroyed its equilibrium ; or, whatever other caufe 
it might be, the boat overfet, with the negroes in it. Though they were very active 
fellows, they had all the difficulty in the world to fet it right again ; yet, at length, by 
pufhing it backwards and forwards, and frill continuing to fwim, they emptied the water 
out of it, and got into it once more. In any other circumftance it would have been a 
diverfion to fee their manner of aSing, as well as the dexterity and ffrength with which 
they extricated themfelves out of danger ; and it may be laid, that they fucceeded 
extremely well. This accident is not uncommon ; but as they are all excellent 
fwimmers, there is no inftance that any of them ever psriffied. 

Towards the middle of the next month, I had a prefent made me of a young fer- 
pent of the gigantic fpecies. This prefent gave me great pleafure, becaufe it was the 
firft of the kind that I had feen ; and I have {fill preserved the fiii of it entire in my 
cabinet. It had been lately caught in the marigct of the ifland of Senegal, and was yet 
quite alive. The length of it was three feet and fomewhat more : its colour was a 
yellow livid ground, with a large blackifh band* all along its back, on which were 
fcattered a few yellow irregular fpots. There was a gloffinefs over its whole body, 
which gave it a finoolh polifh as if it was yamifhed. Its head was neither flat nor 
triangular like that off a riper, but round and fomewhat long. This ferpent, fmail as 
it was, gave me a fufficient idea to diflinguiih it from all the other fpecies ; yet it was 
only an imperfedfc reprefentation of the large ones, of which I fhould never have 
formed an adequate notion, if a little while after they had not brought me, at different 
times, two of a middling fize, the largeft of which was twenty-two feet and a few inches 
long, and eight inches broad. The colour of its fkin yvas a dark grey, with a few 
yellowifh lines not very apparent : the fkin, ftretched out, was from five-and-twenty to 
fix-and-twenty inches broad. They left it with me entire, with a flice of its flefh, the 
remainder of which was to ferve as a regale for feveral days, to the perfon who caught 
it, together with the reft of the village. The head, which was ftill to it, was of the 
fame fize as that of a crocodile from five to fix feet *, its teeth were upwards of half 
an inch long, ftrong and fharp ; and its throat was more than wide enough to fvrallov 
a hare, or even a pretty large dog, without having any occafion to chew it. 

By feeing thofe two ferpents, which, according to the teftimony of my negroes and 
of all thofe who had beheld great numbers of them, were but of an indifferent fize, 
I had no longer the leaft room to doubt of the truth of what I had heard a thoufand 
times in that country, and which I had always looked upon as a fable. Even the 
negroes themfelves, to whom I was indebted for thefe, allured me, that I had feen 
nothing extraordinary, and that it was not unufual to meet with fome, within a few 
leagues eaft of the ifland of Senegal, as large and as long as the mail of a common Ihip. 
The people of Biffao told me, they had feen fome in their country, that were a great 
deal longer than mafts. It was not difficult for me to judge, by comparing their accounts 
to the ferpents I had before me, that the largeft of that fpecies, upon a juft computation, 
muft be from forty to fifty feet long, and from one foot to one and a half broad. 

The manner in which this animal feeks his prey, is not lefs extraordinary than, hie 
enormous fize. He lurks in moraffes and plac# not far from the water. His tail is 

4 p 2 curled 



ggo ADANSON’s VOYAGE TO SENEGAL, &C. 

curled two or three rounds of a circle, which include a circumference from five to fix 
feet diameter, over which he rears his head with part of his body. In this attitude, 
and as it were immoveable, he throws his eyes all round, and when he perceives an 
znimal within reach, he darts upon it by means of the circumvolutions of his tail, which 
have the fame effect as a ftrong fpring. If the animal he has feized is too large to be 
fwallowed up entire, (as for inltance, an ox, an antelope, or a large African ram), after 
giving it a few bites with his deftru&ive teeth, he crufhes and breaks its bones, either 
by fqaeezing it with a few twills, or by preffmg it with the weight of his whole body, 
which he Aides over it ; then he takes it up again into his mouth, and covers it with a 
frothy fpittle, to render it more eafy to fwallow without chewing ; for he has this in 
common with a great many more ferpents and lizards, which never chew their food, 
but fwallow it up entire. 

This monfter, terrible as he may feem by his Aze and ftrength, does not make the 
ravage that one would naturally imagine. He is eafily difcovered, by reafon of his 
voluminous fize, from whence arifeth the fecurity of animals weaker than himfelf. 
His body, writhed in fpiral curls, appears at a great diftance like the brink of a 
well; and this is warning enough to travellers, and even to the cattle themfelves, 
to turn another way. We never hear that he attacks the human fpecies; at leaft, 
examples of this fort are very rare. Befides, the hunting of large animals, fuch as 
horfes, oxen, flags, and other the like quadrupeds, whofe fafety depends upon their 
legs, is not very agreeable to him, either becaufe he finds it too troublefome, or it is 
not fo fure, or their flefh is not agreeable to his palate. He is much better pleafed 
with devouring other leffer ferpents, lizards, and efpecially toads and locufls, which 
feem to rife in clouds in this country, only to fatisfy his all-devouring jaws. Upon the 
whple, it may be faid of thefe ferpents, that they do more good than harm, fince they 
cleanfe the earth of an innumerable number of noxious infects and reptiles, which would 
otherwife oblige the inhabitants to defert thofe fruitful countries, where they are now 
fettled ; fo that it is the intereit of the negroes, to fuffer thofe monfters to live 
unmolefied. 

But to refume the thread of my narration : The neceflity I was under of returning 
ten times to the fame places, and in different feafons, gave me an opportunity, the 1 2th 
of the month of October, of difcovering a thing which was very remote from my 
thoughts. Croffing, at leaft the twentieth time, the Wood Ifland, in order to reach 
the village of Kionk, I perceived feveral fmall fifties in moraffes formed by rain-water. 
They were all of the fame fpecies ; and, by their lively red, I knew them to be the 
leffer kind of roaches. The rains had fubfided, and the water was beginning to dry 
up in thofe ponds; a fure fign that the fifh were not long-lived. They mull have 
died very foon, for I faw the ground two days after, when the waters were dried up. 
One would imagine, that the fpecies was loft for e'ver in regard to that particular fpot ; 
but, far from it, the next year new ones appeared, entirely like thofe of the preceding 
years. Here is a fail the more worthy of notice, as it does not appear by what means 
the fiih could be conveyed to that place ; for, on the one hand, the ponds, though 
deep, have no communication with the waters of the Niger, which is about three hun- 
dred fathoms from thence; and befides, this fpecies of fifh is unknown to that river: 
fo that it cannot be fuppofed, that any of the aquatic birds fhould bring away the eggs. 
Surely nobody will pretend to fayy that the roaches lay their eggs every year in the 
bottom of thofe ponds, where they are preferved during the nine months of drought, 
till the return of the rain ; becaufe the fame difficulty would Hill fubfift in regard to the 
origin of the firft. It would be at leaft equally abfurd to imagine, that their feeds were 
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conveyed to other places by vapours, which, as they fell down, flattered them here and 
there into different bafons. 

I flopped on this morafs no longer than was neceflary to crcfs it, becaufe it was very 
late. Thence I proceeded to a fine country, where, in the midft of a prodigious quantity 
of uncommon plants, the narcijfus ceylanicus * diftinguifhed itfelf, as well by its agreeable 
flavour, as by the whitenefs of its flowers. I arrived at Kionk juft as the night came 
on, which the mufketoes made me pafs very difagreeably. Notwiihftandlng all the 
precautions which the governor of the village had taken to fcreen me from their pur- 
suits, by making me lodge in one of his own huts, newly plaiftered with mud and 
cow-dung, and filling it all night with fmoke ; ftill there entered a fufficient number 
of thofe noifome infeQs to drive me almoft mad. This, together with the ftink of 
the dung and the fmoke, infupportable to any other of the human fpedes but negroes, 
obliged me to decamp. I ran all over the village from hut to hut, to look for better 
quarters. Wherever I entered, I found the beds all full : without regard to fex, age, 
kindred, or condition, they all lay promifcuoufly fide by fide, fometimes five or fix, 
and even eight in the fame bed, naked as they came out of their mother’s womb. But 
what furprized me the moft was, the profound quiet with which they flept in the 
midft of fo thick a fmoke, that one would imagine it muft have fuffocated them. 
In fliort, after rambling about a good deal, I had no other refource left, than to lay 
myfelf down in the open air on two mats, extended between two fires ; and even 
here, the mufketoes made me pay very dear for a few moments of reft. 

With impatience I waited for day ; and as foon as it began to peep, the lord of the 
village, defirous of diverting me with a walk, conduced me into his gardens. The 
whole neighbourhood was very agreeable ; the fallow grounds formed large meadows, 
checkered with mangroves and calabafh-trees, which made a delightful landfcape. At 
that time the fmall millet, which, the negroes live upon, and which in their language 
they call dougoup-nioul* , fliewed its golden ears. The grain was almoft ripe, and drew 
an infinite number of birds, that made a vaft havock. In order to fcare them away s 
. the inhabitants had croffed their lougans with a great number of threads, to which 
they hung fhells, bones, and other iuch bodies, that are apt to rr.2ke a noife upon 
the leaft collifion. The whole was to be put in motion by four cords, which were 
ftretched to four corners of the field, where juft as many women or children kept 
watch upon fheds or covered platforms, from feven to eight feet high, and each of 
them drew a cord, as foon as they faw the birds come near. Befides this noife, they 
.. made a loud hallooing, and kept clapping their hands. This watch was to continue 
till the millet was fit to cut ; yet in fpite of all their care and vigilance, they were 
often deceived by the feathered plunderers. Small bengaiis, black and red fparrows, 
and other pretty birds, which change their colour once a year, and which die French call 
fenegalis , flocked thither every morning in vaft numbers. But the moft terrible fcourge of 
all was a large fpecies of yellow and black fparrows, clouds of which fell like hail upon 
the grain ; and when they had fpread deflation in one quarter, they flew to another. 
Let their flay be never fo fhort, and very often before me negroes had time, to put 
their fcare-crow m motion, thefe birds did irreparable mifchief. I have read in fome 
relation, that the Egyptians have no other remedy; but either they muft fow more 
grain, or the deftru&ive fparrows muft be lefs numerous in their country, fince we do 
not hear that they occafion famines fo frequently as among our negroes. 


* Narciffus ceylanicus, fiore albo hexagoao odorato. Cons. Hart. Arrji. vol, I. page 75. talk 3$ 
y Panicum Indicum, fpica longiffima. C. B, Pin. pag. 27. - < 
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Near thofe fields of millet there were hugans of cotton, indigo, tobacco, water- 
melons, French-beans, and other legumes. Each of them was inclofed with a hedge 
of brambles, with which was entwined a fpecies of wild ‘cucumber, known in the 
country by the name of moi-moi *. This plant was loaded with a fmall fruit, which is 
of a fine coral red when it comes to full maturity ; and fome of it had been plundered 
by the ferpents, lizards, and birds. My people perceiving the fruit, gathered a good 
deal of it, which they prefented to me, after tailing of it themfelves. I had known 
it a long time ; and had feen the people of the country eat of it often ; nay I had 
feveral times eat as many as a dozen, to quench my third in the violent heats, without 
ever feeling any bad confequence, or the leaft inconveniency : but that day I thought 
proper to eat a much larger quantity of it. I dined towards noon with a very good 
appetite ; and 1 likewife fupped without feeling any bad fymptom. It was not dll nine 
„ o’clock that this fruit began to operate, when I was fuddenly feized with a fuffocating, 
or ftoppage of breath ; afterwards it worked me as violently as any emetic I ever took 
in my life ; and this operation lafted near eight hours. One of my negroes, who was 
twenty years of age, and who had eaten more plentifully of this fruit than I, was feized 
in like manner towards midnight ; but did not get off fo cheap. This emetic continued 
to work him above four and twenty hours, with fuch violence, that he did not know 
whereabouts he was all the time ; and it had like to have colt him his life. ' Had fuch 
an .experiment been made on purpofe, I do not think a more favourable fuccefs could 
be expeded from it: and what is moll remarkable, each fulfered in proportion to the 
quantity he had eaten of this fruit ; but it had no effed at all on him who eat only 
a dozen ; and even he who differed molt by it, was as well two days after, as if he 
had not been ill at all. 

Tired with going through fo may hardlhips at Kionk, I returned to ithe illand of 
Senegal, where I arrived time enough to be prefent at the fealt of the tabafke. The 
Mahometans, of the fed of Sina-Ali, founded this fealt to commemorate the nativity 
of their prophet : it falls yearly towards the middle of the Odober moon ; and this 
year it was celebrated the 1 8 th. The whole day was fpent in fealting and merriment, 
during which time the Saint, in whofe honour the feltival had been militated, feemed 
to be very remote from their thoughts. It ended with a general dance in the favana, 
over-againlt the forts, whither people of all ages and fexes repaired. The ball was 
opened at four in the afternoon, with tabor and pipe- and vocal mufic. The young 
people, in their gayeft array, difplayed their feveral abilities in this kind of diverfion. 
When they had tired themfelves for two hours, in dancing according to the manner 
of the country, that is, in poltures and movements the molt indecent, and moll oppofite 
to our ideas of modelty and lhame, the fcene varied : they made a large circle, to give 
place to lords and perlons of diftinclion, who were mounted on horfes magnificently 
caparifoned. Nothing could be more entertaining than to fee thofe proud courfers, 
forgetting^ their mettle and fire, and conforming . to the intent of the feltival : they 
railed their feet and touched the grouud lightly and in cadence j all the movements of, 
their bodies exadly accorded with the found of the inltruments ; in a word, their 
geftures bore a perfect relemblance to a molt regular dance. The feltival feemed to 
be intended for them only, fo greatly were they affected with it, and fo fenfzble of 
applaufe. _ I do not think there can be a nobler fight than that of horfes trained to 
this exercife, and efpeci^lly of fuch fine beautiful creatures as our Arabian horfes of 
Senegal.. The horfemen themfelves greatly added to thofe fports; for they managed 

Bryonia folio angubfo acuto glabro. Burin, Tie/, Zeyl, pag. 48. tab. ip. fig. 1. 
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their horfes, and made them imitate whatever they pleafed, feigning by their gefhire 
and attitude, fometimes a combat, and other times a juftling, a chace, or dance. The 
fpe&ators, wrapped in admiration, were difpleafed at the too rapid approach of 
night, which put an end to amufements, where nought was heard but jov, feftivity, 
and mirth. 

A journey over land from the ifland of Senegal to la Chaux, or the lime-kiln , was 
likely to give me a further knowledge of a country, that had pleafed me fo greatly 
at my firft vifit. I undertook it the 4 th of November: my pingue carried me a 
league and a quarter by water, as far as the port of Galel, where 1 went afhore, 
intending to walk to the village of the fame name,' about five hundred fathoms from 
the river fide. The way was over barren fands, and that day was remarkable for one 
of the fultrieft eaft winds that had been ever felt in this feafon : but the heat I endured 
in travelling over thofe fands was nothing, when compared to what I fuSered in the 
road to the lime-kiln. 

I had now a long . league to reach that place. In felting out I went over a fandy 
difagreeable plain, where, among other fpinous (hrubs that are fond of a very dry foil, 

I met with what the Jallofs call the niotoutt : it has a good deal cf that refmous gum, 
known by the name of bdellium ; and its branches ferve for a fokiozi , that is, for a 
tooth-picker to the women of the country. Though the fun had not yet reached the 
meridian, the fands were all on fire ; and my Ihoes were foon cracked and burnt with 
the fcorching heat. At any other time I fhould have moiilened thoie burning fands 
with drops of fweat ; but the eaft wind is naturally fo parching, that, notwithitanding 
the violent heat of the air and the fun, my fkin was dried up, before the fweat had 
time to fhew itfelf. I had violent prickings over all my body ; and the blood often- 
times opened itfelf a pafiage through my pores, which the fweat cculd not pervade. 
My negroes were no longer of a black complexion, but as red as copper : they were 
tormented with thirft, the infeparable' companion of parching heat, which obliged 
them to hang out their tongues, in order to breathe more freely. I was as thirfty as 
they ; and I may venture to affirm, that this is one of the greateft miferies a perfon 
is expofed to in thefe fcorching plains, where there is not a drop of water to be had. 
No doubt but it would have been very great relief to us, almoft perifhing with thirft, 
and broiled in the fun : but the inhabitants of that country are not like thofe of more 
■ temperate climates ; they keep no refervoirs of water on the high roads -for the 
accommodation of travellers. 

After having walked an hour over thofe fands, expofed to the fcorching rays of 
the fun, I came to a dry meadow, full of thick rallies, from three to four feet high, 
which greatly tried my patience. What little water there was, I found it faltilh, 
ftagnated, and fpoilt by crabs. Never did I behold fuch a fight of thofe animals as 
on this very fpot i fome were red, others dark grey, with fuch prodigious claws, that 
they could eafily fpan my leg, without fqueezing it. In fine, this continued foreft 
of rulhes (for I met with nothing elfe for the fpace of half a league) brought me as far 
as the lime-bank. 

I was fo tired that I wanted to reft myfelf : for which reafon I ftaid here fome 
time, and dined under the trees, with a few provifions and a water-melon, which I 
had brought with me from Galel. This is a very wholefome fruit, efpecially. after 
repaft ; and I have often eat for my own defert, from five to fix pounds of it, without 
any inconveniency or furfeit, though I had made a hearty dinner. While I was feated 
under thofe trees, I heard the parakites and parrots over my head j and fome of the 
kernels of acacias and gum-trees, which they were eating, dropped down at my feet. 

» la 
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Ia the mean time my negroes, who had fuffered greatly by the exceffive heat, were 
rubbing their foreheads with live toads, a few of which they found under the briars : 
this is their ufual remedy, when they are afflicted with a megrim or dizzinefs ; and 
it gave them relief. I fuffered as much from the fame complaint as they, and fhould 
readily have followed their example : but the want of being ufed to thofe animqlq 
together with an almoft invincible repugnance, which I look upon as natural to 
every body that has not been accuftomed to handle them, hindered me from having 
recourfe to this innocent and wholefome remedy. 

I came back the fame way I went to the lime-kiln, for there is no other. In the 
meadow I killed a fiamant *, and a buftard of a different fpecies from the European : 
it differs in the colour of its feathers, which are generally of a dark grey ; its neck is 
alfo very long ; and, like the lark, it has a kind of tuft on the back part of its head. 
The. French in that country call it a fiying-oftrich : whether this name fuits it or not, 
this is not a fit place to examine ; it may be faid, however, that the above bird refembles 
an oftrich in many refpeds. 

It was very late when I pafied within fight of Galel ; and the negroes had fet fire to 
the herbs and brambles, as well to render the country paffable, as to prepare it for being 
fown the next year. Thus the heat of no&umal fire fucceeded to that of the fun ; and 
I walked by the light thereof as far as the port, where I embarked for the ifland of 
Senegal. There I arrived fo fatigued and exhaufted, which was alfo the cafe with my 
negroes, that I do not think I ever flood more in need of repofe in my whole life. 

In this and every expedition I made fince the month of June, my principal view was 
to acquire fome knowledge of the plantations of indigo. I was curious to know what 
quantity and quality the negroes low in the neighbourhood of the ifland of Senegal, 
beeaufe I had a mind to repeat fome experiments, which I had imparted in proper time 
to the Eaft-India Company. Thofe people do not take much pains to draw the die out 
of this plant : they are fatisfied with gathering the leaves at any time of the y ear ,' 
■with pounding them . in a mortar to reduce them to a pafte, and with making 
them up into loaves, in order to preferve them dry. When they want to make * 
ufe of them, they diffolve them in a kind of lye, made of the allies of an unduous 
plant which grows in their fields, and by them is called rheme f.-This diffolution im- 
bibes a tindure of the indigo, into which they dip their linen cold, as often as they 
think neceffary, according to the deepnefs of the colour. 1 

I know what fympathy there is between the cacrelats and indigo ; but, as often as I 
happened to leave a bundle of this plant in my room in the night time, I was fure to 
find fome hundreds of thofe infeds lodged in it the next day j and it feemed as if they 
were all got together. They are as troublefome as -they are common in the ifland of 
Senegal. . Though they are fcarce an inch thick, they do an incredible deal of mifchief. 
They gnaw linen, fheets, wood, paper, books, and, in Ihort, whatever comes in their 
way : they, attack even the aloes, the bitternefs of which keeps off all other infeds. 
They are likewife very difagreeable by the flench that comes from their bodies ; and 
they are moft horrid enemies to the perfons with whom they take up their quarters • 
for they never ftir out till night, then they hover round the room, and make as great 
a nolle as if there was a large cage full of birds. In fhort the cacrelat multiplies fo fafb, 
thatit would be a moft dangerous infedr, had it not a great number of >npmUc, 

Thofe it has. the moft reafon to be afraid of, are the fpider and the fourd : the 
tatter is a fpeaes of lizard, faid to be venomous, and as lickerilh after the cacrelat as 

* Pbc&nicoftenis Bahamenlis. Qatejhy> vol> £. tab, 73 ja, 

t Poitulaca jnarina latifolia, flore iuave rubenti. Plum. Caj. pag, $ % 
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the fpider. They both ref.ds in bed-chambers as veil as that in fc&, and are at 
continual war with it ; which fecures the trine Jllky cf thole with mhcm they have once 
taken up their quarters. The hedge-hcq likemifc perfecutss it : that cf Seneca! hirers 
from the European in fize only : it panes, like the latter, feme part oftheTw loafer., 
that is, of the cold and dry feafon, in a fpecies cf lethargy, curing which it ab; tains from 
nourifhment, rarely going abroad in fearer, of any j but it knows very well hew to 
repair this left in the fu muter nights. I kept one for above three years in my chamber, 
where it did me imnenfe fervice, by freeing me from fptders, cucreLii;, f:urdj, ants, ar.d 
other infers, with which the room had been in: cited. The hedge-hog is exceeding 
good eating, and very tender, efpecialiy if you take it about the time when i: begins 


to enter into its lethargic lie 


Another inconveniency, efpecialiy during the winter or lew feafon, are the fand-£eas, 
which are fo called became they lodge in the fand of inhabited huts. Thefe are fo 
full of them, that as foon as you fet foot therein, they cover you all over ; and they 
are fo very /mail, that you can perceive them only by their numbers. They do net 
bite hard ; yet, when there are great multitudes of them, -hey produce an itching or {ting- 
ing almoft intolerable. What is moft extraordinary in this infect, it never leaps cr jumps 
higher than three or four inches : fo that, when aperfon takes care to keep himfelf half 
a foe: above ground, he is fure there is nothing to fear from that quarter. 

This, I believe, is the proper place, fince I am upon the article cf Senegal, to take 
notice alfo of fome of its advantages. Though the heats of this climate are excefnve, 
to fuch a degree, that their winter is much warmer than our fummer in France, yet 
they are fupportable. One is accuftomed to them by degrees ; becaufe the air is every- 
day refrefhed with fea and land breezes, which blow alternately. The way therefore 
for a perfon to cool himfelf, is to catch the fanning breezes, or to take {belter within 
doors, when there is a thorough air, and the windows are made of fine linen. 

It is to thefe heats that they are partly indebted for the fertility of their lands. The 
fands of this ifland are converted into gardens of confiderable produce. Independently 
of the legumes and fruits of the country, fuch as the Guinea cfeille, batates,* ananas, 
guavas, and fome others, they likewife plant, in the winter feafon, moll of the European 
herbs and legumes. The fig tree, the pomegranate, and the vine, are loaded every 
year with excellent fruit. With a little labour and care, there is no fruit nor grain 
but would grow there in great plenty : they might raife whatever they want, and 
generally all the neceffaries cf life. In fnort, the foil of the illacd of Senegal, notvsith- 
ftanding its being fo fandv, is yet fo very fruitful, that a great many plants yield feveral 
times a year. This I faw myfelf, in a garden which I kept on purpefe fox fuch experi- 
ments : and what without all manner of doubt will appear very furprifing, is, my 
having fown particular legumes of which I had above twelve crops the fame year. But 
this curious detail I refer to another work. 

There is not perhaps a country in the world where poultry are mere common. 
They breed turkeys, Guinea-hens, geeie, ducks, and a prodigious number of fowls. 
Their pigeons are in admirable perfection ; and their hogs multiply very fait. There 
is alfo plenty of fifh, and efpecialiy in the Niger, where you may catch carps with your 
hand. This rivers, befides the lamantin or fea-cow, abounds in captains, * mullets, 
furmullets, foies, rays, and other excellent fifli : it has alfo plenty of crabs and lobfters. 
Moft of thefe fifli come from the fea : and it is faid, that when they are caught in the river 


* 


A fifli fo called, becaufe it is very red, and its fins referable a feather: it is very like a carp, but larger. 
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it improves' them ; becaufe the mixture of the frefh with the fait water makes them 
more delicate and tender. To all thefe advantages we may add the pleafure of fportingj 
for this ifland is furnilhed with little moor-hens, with larks, thrulhes, fea-partridges, 
and yellow wag-tails, or, to exprefs myfelf better, the ortolans of the country: thefe 
are fmall lumps of fat, exceedingly well tailed. 

The only thing wanting in the ifland of Senegal, are walks ; for they fay it is too 
fmall, and too naked. They might, without doubt, have umbrageous avenues for the 
fake ofalhady walk, were they to plant calabafh-trees, and the like, which delight in 
rooift fands : but of what ufe would it be, to make a harbour for the mufketoes, that 
is, for a greater plague than the molt exceflive heats ? Of what fcrvice would thofe 
avenues be in a country, where the time of walking is not till fun-fet ? Ought they 
to regret this lofs, when they have gardens enamelled with perpetual verdure, which 
every day prefent the eye with new decorations, where fuch a multitude of flowers, as 
agreeable by their fragrant odours as by the variety of their colours, flioot up almofl with- 
our care or culture ? There you fee, fweetbafil of all fizes and colours, tiiberofes, daffo- 
dills, afphodel-lilies ; among which the night-fliade, the African pink, the amaranth, and 
pomegranates in bloffom, produce an excellent effect. The blue and gilt lizards, with 
butterflies and other infeds, all equally beautiful, delight in coming hither to mix their 
different colours, and to diverfify that lamenefs which one fees in molt gardens. 

I had taken a plan of the Wood Ifland, as well as of that of Griel, the lime-kiln, the 
Iflands of Sor, Bokos, and feveral others ; and nothing further remained for me th^n 
to add the point of Barbary and the falt-pans to it : then I fhould have a complete map 
of the neighbourhood of the ifland of Senegal, from the village of Mouitt to the mouth 
of the Niger, as far as the village of Torkhod, feven leagues to the north. The 
deftre I had of finilhing a work already far advanced, and which had coft me fuch a 
deal of trouble, and fo many excuifions over the burning fands, induced me to under- 
take an expedition to the falt-pans. I therefore embarked the 15th of J ane , 1753, on 
board a veffel that was going to trade there for fait. As it was well equipped, and 
the wind proved favourable, we foon got beyond the Englifli ifland, which is only a 
flip of marfhy land, a hundred fathoms in diameter, covered with reeds and almofl: 
impenetrable mangroves. We paffed the ifle of Bokos with the fame quicknefs ; and 
as foon as we came acrofs the fouth point of the marigot of Del, I went on fliore in 
order to fathom the neighbouring parts, while the veffel continued its couife to the 
place where it was to anchor. 

Walking over the fands of this point, I met with fuch a multitude of feipehts, that 
they feemed to grow wherever I trod : fortunately for me they were neither large nor 
venomous, bang hardly fo big as one’s little finger ; fo that their bite could not be 
dangerous, Thefe fands brought me to the falt-pans, which were two-thirds of a 
league from the marigot ; they are a kind of morafs, from two to three hundred fathoms 
long, and one third broad, filled with a fait water extremely {harp. It is fo impreg-' 
nated with fait, as to yield one third of its quantity, and rather more; and, when con- 
gealed, it covers the bottom with a thick folid cruft. The negroes enter up to the 
knee, and oftentimes deeper, into this water, which may be faid almofl: to boil with 
the heat of the fun. They are provided with flakes of hard wood, with which they 
break the fait ; and afterwards they carry it to the riyer fide, where the French traffick 
with them. This fait is generally fo white as to dazzle the eye : fome of it is alfo of 
a carnation colour : but it has always a bitter fliarpnefs, difagreeable to the tafte ; and it 
is this corrofive quality, that renders it not fo proper for falling of frefh meat and fi(h. 

9 One 
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One would imagine, that thefe fait moraffes have fome communication with the fea. 
I had been of this opinion, before I vifited the fpot; but- then I perceived the impoffi- 
bility of it. They are feparated from the Niger by a neck of land, of above five hun- 
dred fathoms, where a chain of fand-hills rifeth, which neither the waters of the river, 
nor even thofe of the fea, when moft tempeftuous, do ever reach. The furvey I took 
of this ground that day, convinced me further, that the bottom of this morafs is higher 
than the furface of the river : whence I concluded, that we mult trace the origin of this 
fait, which is every year produced in fuch abundance, up to fome other caufe than the 
a&ual communication of the fea-water. 

When I had examined the falt-pans, and finiflied all my furveying, I went to the 
trading place called by the name of Piquet, where the exchange of goods was to be 
made, and oppofite to which the veffel had anchored. The agent for this bufinefs 
had already caufed a tent to be pitched upon the fhore, and fome huts to be built of 
leaves of trees, under which we were to lie. The negro lord, mailer of the fait- 
pans, otherwife called korom-ajfou , or kram ajfou, having notice of his arrival, came to 
pay him a vifit. He feemed to be about forty ; was large, and well made : his com* 
plexion was not a deep black, but with a little tincture of red : he had a noble air, 
though not handfome ; a quick conception, an eafy carriage, and a foft agreeable tone 
of voice : he explained himfelf very well, and with gravity. After half an hour’s con- 
verfation, when he had agreed with the agent, he conduced us a quarter of a league 
off to the village of Guebenn, of which he was governor. There he received us very 
civilly, and even with a politenefs which one could hardly have expected from a man 
of his colour. He gave us a collation of new milk, palm wine, icaque plums, called 
mrai, and other fruits of the country. He had fummoned all the young people of the 
village to give us a ball ; and accordingly they attended us, dancing to vocal and in- 
ftrumental mufic, as far as the trading place, where they continued thefe fports till 
midnight. Dancing is the favourite entertainment of, the negroes ; they fometimes 
bring young children with them that can hardly ftand : one would be apt to fay, that 
they are bom dancing, to fee the exactnefs of their movements. The fame amufe- 
ments were renewed every evening. In fhort, this good man did all he could to pro- 
cure us diverfion j and this was not a fmall comfort to us in fo defert and forlorn a 
place. 

The next day I went to reconnoitre the neighbourhood of Mouitt, which is within 
two thirds of a league to the fouthward of Piquet. It is a pretty large trading village, 
advantageoully fituate on a hill well planted with calabafh-trees, and wild figs, of a 
very great height ; the latter bear a ftrong refemblance to the fycamore of the ancients. 
By the way I palled near a great number of fmall falt-pans, full of a ftrong red fait, 
infinitely more fharp and more corrofive than that of the large falt-pans of Guebenn. 
I likewife met with foxes, antelopes, and the footfteps of wild boars and wolves lately 
imprinted on the fand : but the Ihooting of thofe animals, with which I was well ac- 
quainted, did not tempt me fo much as that of certain black birds, which I deferred 
eaftward of the village. They were fo like a turkey, both as to fize and feathers, that 
one might very eafily miftake them. I killed two with the fame fhot, one male, and 
the other female. They had both a kind of black hollow helmet on the head, of the 
fame bulk and figure as that of the cafoar upon their neck they had a long plate 
a very bright vellum, which was red in the male, and blue in the female. This bird 
might be the gallinache of thePortuguefe, or what the French in the American illands 
call marchan j but the negroes give it the name of guinar. The inhabitants of this neigh- 
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bourhood look upon it as a marabou , that is, as a facred animal ; perhaps, becaufe it 
generally lives longer than, the fmall ferpents, fo common in the neighbourhood, and 
for which the negroes have a fuperftitious veneration. They could not bear that I 
fhould be fo audacious as to facrifice their marabous to my pleafure : nay, they looked 
upon me as a conjurer, when I brought them to the ground with the very nr ft. fliot j 
for they imagined thofe birds to be invulnerable. They carried their fuperftition fo 
far, as to tell me, that I fhould infallibly die on my journey, for having committed fo 

heinous a crime. _ . 

This action did not gain me the efteem of the inhabitants of Mouitt : however, I got 
away from thence without any harm, and continued my journey towards the village of 
Guioel and Guebenn, where I found a fhrub, called foudenn in the country ; it is a. kind 
of alkanna * s the leaves of which are ufed by the negro men and women to give a 
red die to their nails, and they never lofe this colour till they come to grow again. From 
thence I continued my journey as far as the village of Del, and then I returned to the 
trading place. The banks of the Niger were at that time covered in this fpot with a 
fmall kind of filh, fcarce fo large as half agoofe quill • they were white and tranfpa* 
rent as chryftal, and each fide of them was marked with a narrow fiber line. 

After {pending three days at the falt-pans of Guebenn, I fet out from, thence the 
1 8th in the evening, and returned to the iiland of Senegal, directing my courfe by the 
point of Barbarv, in order to be able to fettle it in my map. I travelled very near 
three leagues on foot, coafting its lands through all their windings, from the bar upon 
the weftern bank of the Niger, as far as the village of Gueutt, which is parallel to the 
middle of the iiland of Senegal. My canoe followed me along fiiore, and kept as near 
to land as poffible, in order to take me in, if I fhould happen to be Itopped by a 
rivulet, or by any of thofe thickets of tamarifk and fanar, which are Scattered upon the 
coaft. All the way I faw nothing but yellow crabs, which covered the earth in fuch 
a manner, that fometimes I went over plains of above fifty fathoms, without being 
able to difcover one foot of bare ground. On thofe white finds the fea bind-weed f. 
expanding its purple flowers, amidfl the agreeable verdure of its trailing ftalks, formed 
altogether an admirable embroidery. The flirubs I faw there were a few tamarisks, 
the beidel-ofar\, the paretuiver §, the fanar §, the fpartium||, the i conocarpus«j[; and great 
numbers of lobelia**, and icaque ff. The latter is a receptacle for a kind of red ants, 
which ledge in its branches : among the leaves they form a kind of neft, from whence 
they aflail thofe who are fo imprudent as to draw near to gather the fruit ; and they 
bite them moll unmercifully. I could not efcape thofe infe&s, as I had a good deal of 
the wood to traverfe. There was fometliing fo venomous in their fling, that my face 
and hands were covered with blifters, as if they had been fealded : the pain was not 
affuaged, till I got thoroughly wet with a heavy rain, which fell in the beginning of 
the night, and was attended with thunder and lightning, by the help of which I faw. 
my way to crofs the river, and got back to the ifland of Senegal. 

* Liguflnini -Egyptiuic, el henne vel tamar-endi. P.Alp.JEgyp.pag. 23.* 

X Convolvulus marinns catharticus, folio rotundo, flore purpureo. Plum. Plant ie PAmerique, pag. 89*. 
fh. 104, 

% BeLdel-ofFar. P. Alp . JEgyp. pag. 85. ^ § Trees which have not been yet deferibed, 

j Spartium fcandess,, eitreis foliis, floribus albis, ad nodos confertim nafeentibus. Plum. Cat* pag* 19*- 
^ Coaocssrpus. Linn. Bori. Cliff pag. 485. 

** Lobelia fratefeens, portulacsc folio. Plum. Gen . pag. 21* 

XX Icaco fru&o ex dbo rubefeente. Plum. Gen . pag . 43. 
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As Toon as I arrived there, I began to think of returning to France. I had' been- 
abfent from home upwards of four years ; and during that time I had had occaficn to 
make as numerous a feries of obfervations, as could reafonably be expected in the fet- 
tlement of Senegal : at leaft if there were any more remaining, they were only fuch as 
might be deemed a mere matter of curiofity, or generally efcape the eye of even the 
molt clear fighted, or require too long a ftay to finifh. Thele conliderations were fuf- 
ficient to determine me ; and as feveral veffels were expected that very fame month, I 
refolved to embrace that opportunity. ^ 

Though I had fent yearly into France to Meflieurs de Reaumur and de Juffieu, a 
great number of animals, birds, fifties, infe&s, herbs, feeds of plants and other pro* 
duftions of the country, according as they fell in my way ; yet I was fenfible that 
many things were itill wanting, efpecially feveral trees and ftivubs which had never, yet 
been feen in Europe, not even in the king’s gardens. Being apprized ; of the particu- 
lar encouragement his majefty vouchfafes to give to botanifts, and excited moreover 
by the orders of the Duke d’ Avsn, which I received by means of M. B. de Juffieu, I 
thought my honour concerned, as a naturalift, not to return to France, without - 
bringing along with me the moil remarkable plants that grow in the fcorching climate 
of Senegal, to add them to thofe which his majefty has collected,, from both hemi- 
fpheres, and which are preferved with fuch tafte and magnificence in the green-houfes 
at Trianon, Choifi, and Paris. 

"With this view I refolved to take one trip more to Podor ; and accordingly I fet 
out the tenth of July with a favourable wind. Since I had been in the country, I 
had never feen but two European plants, the tamarifk and purflane : and this third 
expedition gave me an opportunity to obferve, that of all the trees which line the banks 
of the Niger, there is not an eighth part, but what are of a very hard fpinous wood, 
chiefly acacias, taller and flenderer in proportion as they are more'remote from the fea- 
coaft. But what ftruck me moft, was the {hooting of monkeys, which I enjoyed within 
fix leagues this fide of Podor, on the lands to the fouth of Donai, otherwife called 
Coq j and I do not think there ever was better fport. The veffel being obliged to 
ftay there one morning, I went on fhyre, to divert myfelf with my gun. The place 
was very woody, and full of green monkeys, which I did not perceive but by their 
breaking the boughs on the tops of the trees, from whence they tumbled down upon 
me : for in other refpects they were fo filent and nimble in their tricks, that it would 
have been difficult to hear them. Here I flopped, and killed two or three of them, before 
the others feemed to be much frighted : however, when they found themfelves wounded, 
they began to look for flielter ; i'ome by hiding themfelves among the large boughs ; 
others by coming down upon the ground ; others, in fine, and thefe were the greateft 
number, by jumping from one tree to another. Nothing could be more entertaining, 
when feveral of them jumped together on the fame bough, than to fee it bend under 
them, and the hithermoft to drop down to the ground, while the reft got further on, . 
and others were ftill fufpended in. the air. As this game was going on, I continued , 
ftill to flioot at them ; and though I killed no lefs than three and twenty in lefs than 
an hour, and within the fpace of twenty fathoms, yet not one of them fcreeched the 
whole time, notwithftanding that they united ia companies, knit their brows, gnafhed 
their teeth, and feemed as if they intended to attack me. . 

My firft care, upon my arrival at Podor, was to gather as many pliints as poffible ■ 
for the king's garden j and I had great fuccefs in collecting and putting into two large . 
chefts three hundred different trees, before I left the factory : for the laft time I went a 

4 {hooting; 
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{hooting, upon my return to the neighbourhood of Brikol, ■which was on the fecond of Au- 
guft, by walking in the heat of the fun, I had been feized with a burning fever, of that 
malignant fort which carries off moft Europeans in lefs than two days. Thus this voyage 
proved more dangerous to me, than all my former expeditions and fatigues, in the f pace 
of four years, during which time I never had the leaft illnefs. I was three days with- 
out any afSftance, before I arrived at the ifland of Senegal, where I {struggled with the 
diftemper a whole month ; and after a relapfe, which brought me within an inch or my 
grave, at length I totally recovered. My youth, and a found conftitution, which had 
never been hurt by debauch, together with the generous affiftance cf the tendered of 
friends*, preferveid my life. 

Of all the veffels that came this year upon the coaft, there was only one left, with 
which I could return to Prance, I went on hoard her in a {bate of convalefcence, after 
p ailing the bar the fixth time, and we weighed from the road of Senegal the 6th 
of September. The contrary winds which prevail at that time of the year did not pro- 
mife us a fhort voyage ; and as they blew from the north and north-eaft, we could not 
ftretch northward, but were conftantly obliged to bear to the weft. Upon our way, 
within ten leagues of the iflands of Cape Verd, perceiving a very white fea, we founded 
a hundred fathoms or more, without finding any bottom : after which the fea having 
refumed its ufual colour* we imagined we had paffed over a white fand-bank, which 
the Dutch charts mark at eighty fathoms. 

At a time when we were within two hundred leagues of the coaft, between the 17th 
and 18th degree of latitude, a calm came on, which lafted almoft fifteen days, with 
fuffocating heats : it was fo ftill, that the {hip did not feem to change fituation, though 
the current had carried us a great way fouthward. This was the propereft place in 
the world to find the fea water in its full faltnefs ; fince we were at fufEcient diftance 
from land, to be under no apprehenfion that the river waters could communicate any 
of their freflmefs. to it ; I therefore filled a bottle, which I fealed hermetically, with an 
intention of making an analyfis of it at my return to France. 

There is nothing more tirefome than to be in a veffel becalmed ; and nothing more 
dreadful than to be far out at fea, when provifions begin to fall lhort. We made life 
of this unlucky accident to catch fome fifh, and were very much in the right ; for the 
Snail quantity of frefh provifions we had taken in at Senegal, was confirmed ; fo that 
we were now reduced to fait meat, and likely to be ftill a long time at fea. 

^ At that time there was great plenty of requiens, bonites, grand oreilles, and golden- 
nxs ; the three latter live only on flying fifh, of which they are fo greedy, that if you 
only counterfeit one of them, by covering the hook with a little linen, and two white 
feathers, and let it hang at the end of a rod, or behind the ftern, they will be lure to 
bite direQly. . We ufed no other bait, and it fucceeded fo well, that we took a pro- 
digious quantity of them, part of which we falted, for fear of fcarcity. The bonite and 
* grand oreille are a middling fpecies of tunny.filh, and have altogether the fame tafte : 
the goldennis is Ibmewhat inferior to them in this refpect, but greatly furpafles them in 
beauty ; and without doubt it is the beautifulleft fifh in the fea. The colour of its body 
is a dark blue ground, which iu the water appears like an azure blue, and after palling 
through ail the gradations of green and violet, is loft in a gold luftre, diffufed allround 
its fides, which gives it the richeft drefs that can poffibly be imagined. 

* M. Andriot, whom I have already mentioned. 


To 
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To this fxrft calm fucceeded feveral others, the fhorteft of which were from three to 
eight days ; nor did they leave us till we had pafled the 30th degree of latitude. There 
we had fouth-weft winds, by the help of which we intended to put into the neareil of 
the Azores. This was the bell thing we could do in our prefent fituation, when we. 
wanted both bifcuit and frefh water, and the greateft part of our ihip’s company were 
unfit for fervice. 

A few days after we defcried a very high foggy land, which we found to be the ifle 
of Pico ; and near it was that of Fayal. We made all the fail we could towards the 
latter, and entered the harbour to the eaftward the 20th of O Sober. There we call 
anchor in fifteen fathoms, afterwards in nine, a fandy bottom, fubjefl: to magnetical 
attra&ion, and a bad holding ground. This is the only port in the ifland of Fayal j, 
and though it feems to be fheltered by two great mountains, yet it is expofed to the 
north-eaft and fouth-eaft winds, which occaficn a very rough fea, efpecially in autumn* 
and drive the {hips off the coaft, unlefs they are well moored with three and even four 
anchors. From the weft winds it is covered by the ifland itfelf, out of which it is 
fcooped, as it were, in a femicircle, four hundred fathoms wide, and three hundred 
deep. The ifland of Pico, which is two leagues over againft it, fhelters it alfo from 
the general eaft winds j but on the other hand, it is the caufe of its being annoyed by 
others far more dangerous ; for it reflects the fouth-weft and north-weft winds that 
come towards it ; and it flops the clouds, which occafion fuch a variation of winds. I 
obferved during my flay at Fayal, and the inhabitants affured me, they had long ex- 
perienced it, that as often as the ifle of Pico is darkened by a fog, it is productive of 
wind; and this they look upon as their moil faithful anemofcope*. It is likely that, 
this mountain has the fame effect as an uneledrified body, which attrafleth the clouds; 
whence it happens, that the ambient air, being preffed unequally on all fides, is forced to 
take an irregular courfe. 

The Pico of the Azores is hardly more than half a league in perpendicular height r 
when viewed from the fide of Fayal, it has the form of a Ihort cone; terminating in 
a {harp nipple, and is in 38 deg. 35 m. north latitude, and 3* deg., weft longitude. 
This is the only mountain in the ifland of the fame name, which may be looked upon 
as the vineyard plot of Fayal : for. the latter depends thereon, and all its inhabitants- 
have their country houfes there, with their farms and vineyards, which they cultivate 
with great care. Thither, they go every year to attend their vintage, which produceth 
two forts of white wine, like fack, but of an inferior quality. Their malmfey is not fo 
lufcious : but the dry or table wine is almoft as ftrong as brandy^ and quickly mounts 
up to the head. As foon as their wines are made, they convey them in September and 
October to their cellars in Fayal, from whence they are exported to Brazil and fome 
other parts of the world, by the name of wines of Fayal, though this ifland produceth 
none, and they all come from Pico. • 

If Fayal was not expofed to fuch frequent gufts of wind, it would be one of the moft 
beautiful harbours in the world, becaufe of the delightful profpedt it affords, to thofe 
who approach it by fea. The ftay we made there, before we went on fhore, gave me 
an opportunity to view it at my full leifure. It appears like a mountain fcooped into a 
femicircle, and divided into four or fiv? fummits, covered with trees, which defcend 
down, as far as the fea, by a very gentle declivity. At the foot of this mountain the 
town winds along the port, and is.furrounded with a great number. of gardens, ranged 

* An in liniment which {hews from, what fide the winds blow. 


one 
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one ever the other in the form of an amph:tbeatr°, which even in its irregularity affords 
a me:' 7 ; charming view to the eye. The anchoring place is like that of Santa Cruz in 
the iiknd c-f Tenerif, with this difference, that the there is lefs fteep, and is covered 
with a pretty fine fand or gravel, cf a biackifh colour, on which, it is eafier landing. 

About the middle of the harbour there is a kind of fort, the walls of which are 
walked by the fea. The town comes nest, and is of the fame figure as the harbour ; 
it is governed by a Caiitan mar and very populous. There are five thoufand inhabi- 
tants, all Portuguefe, molt of them ecclefiaftics, and religious of both fexes ; for indeed, 
I never faw fo many convents in one town. The churches are handfome, and properly 
maintained. There are alfo feveral good buildings, among the reft the college be- 
longing to the Jefuits, who are temporal lords of the ifl 2 nd. The burghers houfes are 
very neat, all waiafeotted and inlaid, whence one may judge that they are in no want 
of wood. 

The iiland of Fayal is in a fine climate ; the air is very good, and preferves during 
the whole winter a fufficient temperature, to have no occaficn for fire ; and indeed they 
never warm tliemfelves, nor do you fee any- chimney in their houfes. In fummer it is 
cor. Handy refreshed with breezes : for as it is fituate in the middle of the fea, it is fure 
to receive diem from what quarter foever they blow; and they render the heats fup- 
portable. 

The foil is not lefs to be admired than the temperature of the air : as it is red and 
ftony, and in that refpecl very like the foil of the ifle of Pico, it would be extremely 
fit for producing good wines; but there is not room enough, and therefore they are 
fatisfied with planting fuch things as are molt necefiary for life. The moifture of the 
mountains preferves its fertility : their tops are covered with very beautiful trees, as 
walnut and chefnut trees, white poplars, and efpecially ftrawberry-trees, that never 
lofe them verdure. It is owing to the prodigious quantity of the latter in this ifland, 
that the Portuguefe have given it the name of Fayal, which in their language fignifies a 
flrawberry-tree. The juice or moifture of the earth is wonderful, being in conftant 
culture : it never hes idle, and yet is continually producing the feveral fruits of the 
earth. On the umbrageous hills they plant a great many roots, as potatoes and colocafia, 
which ferve to feed their domeftics. The fields are like unto fo man y gardens, parted 
from one another by dry walls, breaft high : they are fetafide for corn; but what little 
they is hardk fufScient to maintain the inhabitants ; who fupply what is wanting 

vi:£ maize, lupines, little ciches, and fome other legumes, which grow better upon the 
fide of the hill. 

They have likewife a confxderable dependence upon their gardens, where they culti- 
vate a great number of fruit trees, oranges^ and citrons of all forts, pear, apple, fig, 
and pomegranate trees, vines, and olives, with herbs of various forts. Melons, girontons, 
Jweet c_alabuff.es f, and feveral other fruits of the earth, grow almolt fpontaneoully. 
1 nere is nothing wanting, but for the inhabitants to lay out their gardens in more order 
c.nd to drefs them a little better ; as they have plenty of flowers. For borders, they 
have a great deal of onions, thyme, lavender, fage, rofemary, fweet balii, and aroma- 
tic plants. The pink, the gillifiower, the balfam apple, the jeffamin, the ba&fier J, 


Ttefollowir.g are the governor’s titles, which he gave me in writing: « Signor Jeronimo de Bum da 
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the afphodel-lilies *, the daffodils, and the tuberofe, were in flower in the beginning 
of the month of November. At the fame time the lupines f, with which they had 
planted the hills, hadfhot out of the ground, and probably were to be ripe the month 
of January following. 

It is impoffible to find any where elfe greater plenty of cattle. They have excellent 
oxen, fheep, and fwine : they likewife breed all forts of poultry. Fifh is not very com- 
mon, and they have none but from the fea. At that time they were fifhing for fmall 
foies and flounders, which they catched eafily with a rod. I obferved a certain confor- 
mity between this ifland and that of Tenerif, as it has very little game, and few birds. 
In feveral of my walks, for two leagues all round, I met with only a few hares, and 
fome quail fcattered about the fields. True it is, that there were blackbirds on the 
tops of the mountains ; and I faw a great number of them myfelf, whofe black plumage 
was agreeably fpeckled with white : they perched in flocks on ftrawberry-trees, eating 
the fruit and chattering all the time. 

Though autumn is a very agreeable feafon in the Azores or Weftern- Tiles, yet the 
fkies began to be over-call and to threaten rain. The ifland of Fayal is more rainy than 
the reft; doubtlefs, becaufe of the Ifle of Pico, and its own mountains, which determine 
the clouds to Hop there. Hence arife a great number of fprings, which appear every 
where, even in feveral parts of the town, where they are collefted in well-paved ciftems. 
The water of thefe fprings, though very pure, is heavy and extremely crude ; to me it 
appeared to have a rinfture of mineral, and of the ferruginous kind. 

The higheft mountain in this ifland is very near its centre, within two leagues and a 
half from the town. Heretofore it vomited fire with combuftible matter, and caufed 
frequent earthquakes. The eruption iD 1672 was the laft : it left at the mouth of the 
volcano a large bafon, which, according to the teftimony of the inhabitants, has the 
figure of a parellelogram, furrounded with a very high wall, and fo regular, that one 
would take it to be done by art, if we did not know for certain, that it owes its origin 
to fubterraneous fires. The rain-waters have now filled this bafon, and formed it into 
a kind of lake, or to exprefs myfelf more properly, a refervoir of fine water, greatly 
admired by the inhabitants. There can be no doubt, but that the whole furface of the 
ifland has been raifed by means of this or feveral volcanos together ; for it has no other 
ftone than different kinds of lavas, mixed with burnt Hones and pumices^ The grain 
of thofe lavas is much thicker than that of the Hones of the ifland of Tenerif, of which I 
have made mention in the beginning of this narrative. 

This relaxation, though fomewhat long, gave me a great deal of pleafure. Befides 
the knowledge I thereby acquired of a country, which I had never feen before, I re- 
frefhed myfelf after the fatigues of my voyage, and was better prepared for that to 
France. The ufual flownefs of thePortuguefe, and the difficulty we had, from the rough- 
nefs of the fea, in laying in a frefh ftore of water, wood, bifcuit, flour, beef, fowls, 
and other provifions, hindered us from leaving the port of Fayal till the 8th of Novem- 
ber. The wind was at fouth-weft, fo that we foon loft fight of the Azores. I em- 
braced the opportunity of the calmnefs of the weather, to fill a fecond bottle of water 
within three hundred leagues of the coaft of France : and this was all I wanted, in order 
to make a comparifon between it, and the bottle I had filled in the fea of Senegal. 

Our voyage from Senegal to Fayal had been very tedious ; but that from Fayal to 
France proved moft dangerous. We had fcarcely advanced fifty leagues from the 

* Lilio-afphodelus puniceus. Cluf. Hsfi. 1. pag. 137. 
t Lvpiuui albus. Fart. Morif. flift, fed. a. tab. 7. fig. 3, 

vol. xvi. 4 r Azores, 
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Azores, when a bciftercus fouth-eaft wind fpread itfelf over the deep, and availed us 
with a ftorm which lafted two months. We were obliged to furl our fails ; and in this 
condition we tumbled and toffed about, at the mercy of the waves. Imagine to your- 
felf the fituation of a crazy veffei, expofed to a tempefluous ocean, now rifing a-top a 
watery mountain, and now finking into an abyfs ; battered in flank by one wave, over- 
borne by another, which in falling feems as if it would daih it into a thoufand pieces. 
Imagine at the fame time the uneafy condition of a voyager, who feeks for repofe, 
which he can no where find ; the perplexity of a pilot, whofe art is baffled, and who 
in vain looks up to the heavens to find out his courfe, while thick clouds and foaming 
billows feem to confpire againll him : imagine, in fhort, the confufion even of the 
moft experienced mariner, who fees a flup difappear on one fide of him ; how forlorn, 
how comfortlefs the fcene ! 

Such was our fituation during the two {hotted months in the year ; and in fuch dif- 
trefs were we tolled to and fro, both in the Ocean and the Channel, whither we were 
forced by the currents, and where we were every day-obliged to avoid the very land 
we fought for left we fhould fplit on the rocks, which abounded on that coaft : when a 
calm enfuing, we took advantage of it to get., ttof the Channel, and to feek for {belter 
in Breft. For the violence of the florin J temperSu£. ur to pieces, broke all our 
tackling, and damaged the body of the /of the ifle ofMl rov i^ ons were a ^° fhort, we 
could not in this condition reach L’Oriev j s no t room enougl our > even - ^ we had had the 
moft favourable gales. 'oft neceffary for lift 

Asfoon as we came to the ifle of TJfhant, <f coafting pilot on board, ^who 

brought us into the harbour of Bred, the 4th of January, 1754. The reader may 
judge of the ftate I was in, upon my arrival at this port, after a very hard voyage of 
four months, which I had undertaken juft as I was recovering from a dangerous fick- 
nefs, the remembrance whereof was ftill more afflicting to me, when I perceived that 
moft of the plants which occalioned it, were deftroyed. by the feverity of the feafon. 
"While our veffei was refuting, in order to proceed on her voyage to port L’ Orient, I 
palfed a month at Breft for the recovery of my health, and to prepare myfelf for my 
journey to Paris: this I performed in the midft of the froft and fnows of the month of 
February, which, as every body knows, were extremely piercing, efpecially in Brit- 
tany. The reft of my plants were killed by the cold : however they did me a piece 
of fer\-ice in convincing me, that even the falteft water, fuch as that of Senegal, is 
capable of being frozen. The two bottles I brought from thence, well covered with 
hay, were broke by the ice congealed within them, which tailed quite ffefh, as Mr. de 
Juffieu and I obferved, upon my arrival at Paris the iSth of February, after upwards 
of five years abfence. 
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BOOK L 

CONTAINING A SUCCINCT RELATION OP THE MOST CURIOUS AND REMARKABLE 
PRODUCTIONS OF THE COUNTRY. 


CHAP. I. — Of the three Divijions of the Worlds and the Fourth added to thefe by Don 

Emmanuel King of Portugal. 

npHIS great monarch, crowned in the year 1496, was fo fortunate during his reign as 
to chfcover empires fo numerous, that he excited the wonder of the whole world 
at his fuccefs, his. prudence, and good management ; for, not a nation exilted but 
looked on him with reverence, not a province in which he was unknown. 

The geographers of his day afcertained that the world was of greater extent than 
before imagined ; the ancients limiting it to three divifions only, to thefe this fovereign 
added a fourth, in America, which was difcovered under his reign, and fubjeflred to 
his dominion. Intent on aggrandizing himfelf 'in this quarter, Emmanuel, notwith- 
ftanding he could with facility have done them much injury, refrained from difturbing 
the tranquillity of the Caftilians ; preferring conquefts obtained over diftant and barba- 
rous countries to warring with Catholics, with whom the didates of confcience enjoined 
him to live in peace j and applying the whole bent of his mind to the extermination of 
idolatry in the Indies, and the fubftitution of the only true faith. 

Infpired with zeal thus laudable he determined, if neceffary, to profecute his inten- 
tion in perfon ; but previoufly he fitted an armament, deftined, either with allowance 
of the fovereigns of thefe countries or by force, to effe£fc fettlements among them. With 
this view many fhips of war were equipped in 1 586*, on board of which fome excellent 

* This is an error of the prefs, the date fhould be 1506. Emmanuel fucceeded John II. in the throne 
of Portugal in 1495-6, and Naya difcovered the empire of the Monomotopa in 1505-6. See Murr’s 
Differtation on Martin Behaim, voL xi. p.302. of this work. Dos Santos, as the reader will perceive, appears 
not to have compofed his work until many years after the expedition, feeing he notices the difcovery of 
the ftrait of Magellan by the navigator of that name, an event which did not occur until the year 1520. 
See the Voyage of Pigafetta round the World, vol. xi. p.288. of this work. Ens. Trass. 
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troops were embarked and ftore of valuable merchandize ; and the command of the 
expedition was entrufted to Pedro de Naya, who was felicitous of labourers to toil in 
the vineyard of the Lord. Learning the praife- worthy defign of His Portuguefe Majefty, 
I offered, in conjunction with many other miffionaries to fail with the fleet, and take 
charge of the ghoftly health of his troops, adminifter the facraments to them, during 
their long voyage, and ftimulate them to fight with ardour for the glory of God, and 
the aggrandizement of the Portuguefe throne and nation. 

In the beginning of April 1506, I repaired to Lifbon, accompanied by the other 
miffionaries of the order of Santo Domingo, hoping for favourable winds, and expedl- 
ing to fail immediately after our arrival ; but we were taught to have no reliance on the 
weather, for no fooner did the wind begin to blow, as we wiflied, than it changed to 
an adverfe diredlion ; this, however, did not prevent our embarking, though it delayed 
our departure till the 13th of the month, when we fleered towards the Brazils ; but 
fcarcely had we got well out to fea before we experienced a gale fo violent as placed 
us in great peril 5 fucceffive florins alfo delayed our progrefs in fuch manner that we 
were unable to double the Cape of Good Hope before the 2d of July of the fame 
year*. 

We made Mozambieo on the 13th of Augufl following, whence we failed fpr Sofala, 
the place where firfl our Portuguefe by ftratagem contrived to fortify thernfelves, per- 
fuading the Moorifh fovereign of the country that the building which they conftrucied 
with Ms permiflion, and which was made a place of ftrength, was merely intended for 
a warehoufe to fecure their merchandize from the weather and robbery. 

This prince, who had heard of the grandeur of the Kings of Portugal, and who had 
long fought a friendly connexion with them, was charmed at having an occafion to oblige 
the Portuguefe, and with the greatefl readinefs granted what they fo ardently defired, 
that is to fay, the formation of a mercantile eftablifhment. But after a little time he 
regretted, and fought to recall the conceffion he had made ; for his courtiers repre- 
fented to him that our people had deceived him, that inftead of a Ample warehoufe 
they were eredting fortifications ; that there were fufficient grounds for fuppofing they 
had intentions of making thernfelves mailers of the place, and that if they were per- 
mitted to profecute their works, it might be a difficult matter to difpofiefs them. The 
King, in confequence, refolved on attacking us by furprize, with defign to drive us, 
not only from the poft we occupied, but likewife from the country which it appeared 
to him we had in contemplation to feize upon, and of which eventually we made our- 
felves mailers, as will be feen in the following chapter. Before I proceed, however, 
to narrate the particulars of this conqueft, that I may render more intelligible 
what I fhall have to^ impart, it is meet I ihould give a curfory detail of the general dif- 
pofition of the four quarters of the world. 

Oforius, following ancient geographers, divides the globe into three parts only, 
Europe, Alia, and Africa; but moderns, more enlightened, have added to thefe 
America, difcovered in the year 1497, and juftly entitled to form a fourth divifion, 
being of greater extent and richer than the other three. 

Without entering into the merits of thedifputed point, contended for by the Spaniards 
and other nations, of who firfl had the honour and good fortune of difcovering this 

* Tbewogrek of the Portuguefe in the art of navigation at this early period is highly -worthy of 
remark already, in 1506, their be ft marines feem to have been acquainted with the winds, prevalent in 
the tropical regkms, and the advantage of fleering to the weft, in order with greater eafe to double the 
Cape of Good Hope, and avoid the calms and .floras, which, on coafting Africa, though the neareft 
courle, fo much procnftixnte a voyage to the Indies. TsukHs, 


extenfive 



SANTOS* HISTORY OF EASTERN ETHIOPIA. 


339 

^attentive and beautiful portion of the globe, I may fafely advance that many perfons 
•contributed to its exploration. Alvarez Cabral, a Portuguefe, while failing along the 
coaft of Africa, was carried away fo much to the weftward by certain violent winds, 
that, without any defign on his part, he made the coaft of the Brazils* ; Chriftoval 
Colon, a Genoefe, is reputed to have failed ftill farther weftward, and Americo Vef- 
pucci, a Florentine, is held merely to have accomplished what the others had begun. 
However this may be, general confent, about the year 1500, applied the name of the 
laft navigator to this part of the globe. It is furrounded by die fea, which, in the 
northern part, feparates it from the other divifions, and in the fouth forms the ftrait dif- 
covered by Fernando Magellan, a Portuguefe, in 1520. 

As the beauty and abundance of a country are in proportion to the number of the 
rivers it can boaft, and as thefe facilitate communication between its parts, the fecundity 
and value of this is inconteftible, for it is watered by numerous, broad, and deep ftreams. 
Of thefe the chief are : the Orellana, which is fifty leagues in breadth and more than 
fifteen hundred long ; the Maranan, fifteen leagues broad ; the Prata (or Silver River), 
from Peru, whence the filver is brought which forms the medium of the whole world’s 
commerce. 

This divifion of the globe moreover furpaffes the others by its iflands, of which there 
are five remarkable ones. The ftrft is Cuba, two hundred leagues in length and feventy 
in breadth ; the fecond Santo Domingo, one hundred and fifty leagues by eighteen ; 
the third St. John, fifty leagues by eighteen ; the fourth ifland is that of St. James, its 
dimenfions fifty leagues by twenty ; Maracapana makes the fifth, that m which three 
brethren of our order fuffered martyrdom from the infidels. 

If we credit the relation of Herodotus refpecting the origin of the denominations 
given to three of the divifions of the globe, we muft attribute that of Afia to a fon of 
Maneo, of fimilar name, fo called from the defcent of his family, bang from a tribe 
inhabiting the city of Sardis, the members of which tribe were called Allans. This 
divifion is bounded, weftward, by the Red Sea, which feparates it from Africa ; north- 
ward, by the Mediterranean, the Black Sea, the Tanais, Dwina and the Palus 
Maoris, which feparate it from Europe. St. Anfelm ftates it to contain thirty pro- 
vinces, while others make their number forty-two. However this may be, it is noto- 
rious that in its dimenfions, as in wealth, it furpaffes Europe and Africa united. It 
was antiently celebrated as the fite of the empire of the Affyrians and Medes, and is 
ftill famous from containing the powerful dominions of the Perfians and Turks. In 
this part of the world did the Almighty create our primogenitor Adam, and place him 
in a terreftrial paradife ; here it was that a veftige of the former world was preferved 
in Noah’s ark from the devaftation of the general deluge; and here moft of the 
events related in the old and new teftaments occurred. 

• . Jofephus, in the firft book of his Jewifh Antiquities (Lib. xv.), affirms, that Africa de- 
rives its name from Opher, agrandfon of Abraham, who went into Lybia at the head of a 
powerful army. After fighting and overcoming his enemies, he fojoumed in the land ; 
where his prefence was neceffary, not only to curb the Africans, but alfo the Ethiopians , 
Phenicians, and Greeks, by whom it was inhabited. The Carthaginians gave fplen- 

* The date of the difcovery of the Brazils by Cabral, according to Bams, Da a da primeira della 
■dfta, lib.iv. c. 2. was the 24th of April 1502. Americo Vefpucci was difpatched by Emmanuel on a 
voyage of difcovery to the South Atlantic in 1501 } and, on the ift of April 1502, made the coaft of 
the province now termed the Terra Firaa j but he was preceded, according to fome authors, in the dif- 
covery of this part of America by Rodrigo de Baftidiasand Joano de la Cofa. The merit of the firft dif- 
covery of America is unqueftionably to be attributed to Colon. Eks. Trass. 
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dour to this quarter of the world by the ftrength of their immenfe armies, which 
were univerfally dreaded. Africa contains many different nations deferring of notice, 
from the manner in which they live, and their ftrange and diffimilar cuftoms ; for 
a m ong them arefome, the Adrimachides for example, who eat not either of thefieih of 
oxen or fwine. The inhabitants of Mount Atlas feed on pulfe alone. The Africans, 
or Lybians, fupport themfelves commonly on milk and wild animals ; and, while they 
permit the hair to grow on the right Me of the head, fhave that which grows on the 
left. The Macas and Guidanes are entirely (horn, and wear crowns fimilar to the 
fillets of our priefts. The Aufes fuffer the hair in front to grow over their forehead, 
fo as to cover the face, but bare the reft of the head. The Zingantes generally dwell 
in forefts, and fubfift on honey and wild beafts ; as foon as their children are capable 
of toil, they are taught to cultivate the ground, at which employ they are aflifted by 
their mothers, while the fathers go to war. 

Pomponius Mela afcribes the derivation of the name of Europe to a princefe, daugh- 
ter of Agenor, King of Tyre in the province of Phenicia, who was feized upon by 
Jupiter and home to the illand of Crete, the prefent Candia. 

This laft divifion is parted into many kingdoms, France, Portugal, Spain, England, 
Germany, Poland, &c. France is one of the chief kingdoms of Europe ; its fovereign 
is very powerful both by fea and land, and all its governments are fo amply endowed 
with every fpecies of natural produce, and abound in fuch degree in all kinds of mer- 
chandize, as to have no need of the afliftance of foreign countries ; moreover, without 
going to the Indies, it polfeffes within itfelf mines of gold and iilver adequate to its 
wants*. 

But now, entering upon the fubjedt of our prefent work, I fhall obferve that Ethiopia 
is divided into two provinces, eaftem, and weftem. 

* This paffage, no doubt, is an interpolation of Don Gaetan Charpy, fromwhofe tranflation into French, 
of tie. work of Dos Saatos, effe&ed at the inftigation of, and dedicated to the great Colbert, the prefent 
Englifh tranflation is given. There can be no queftion of the adequacy of the produce of France to 
anfwer all the natural wants of its population, but luxury has introduced artificial wants which neceffi* 
tate a foreign commerce. As the mines of France are here noticed, and as little in Young’s or Lifter’s 
tour through Fiance, given in this work, is mentioned refpe&ing them, the following account of their 
productions in weight and value, extra&ed from the “ Statiflique de la France et fes Colonies par une 
Societe de Gens de Lettres et de Savans. ,, Paris An xii. 1804, will probably not be unacceptable 
to the reader, efpecially as the original account, printed under the patronage of the government, and 
com po fed in great meafure by individuals belonging to the different Bureaux, may be regarded as 
official. 
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2,400,000 
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do. 
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300,000 
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do. 
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Antimony, 
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do. 

18,000 

Mineral Salt, 

Mineral Acids, 

Coal, .... 

82,0:0, OCO 

do. 

3,000,000 
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89.489,300 
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'Eaftern Ethiopia begins at the Cape of Good Hope and extends along tile coafl of 
the Ocean and the Eaftern Sea to the Red Sea. It is a very fertile province, peopled, 
as is W eftem Ethiopia, by different nations, whofe cuftoms greatly vary. The climate 
is exceedingly hot and unwholefome. efpecially for ftr angers, as is experienced by the 
Portuguefe who dwell in this countr) . who moftly are feized with maladies and die of 
fever ; ftill is not the mortality of the climate of fufficient weight to deter them from 
adventuring hither, or allay their thirft for gold. 

Weller n Ethiopia commences likewife at the Cape of Good Hope, ftretches to the 
boundaries of Egypt on the eaftern fide of the peninfula of Africa, and is confined on 
the fouth, by the Ethiopia above Egypt, on the north by the borders of Lybia, em- 
bracing the count'y inhabited by the Troglodites, called by the Greeks Paftors or 
Wild Men, owing to their perpetual refidence in groves and forefts, where they fubfift 
on hunting and plunder. 

Thefe Ethiopians efteem fo highly thofe animals on which they fubfift, that at the 
time of circumcifmg their children, they give them the name, of the ox, the Iheep, the 
lion, &c. regarding thefe animals, from affording the means of fupporting life, as coad- 
jutors with their fathers and mothers in the exiftence of their offspring. 

Their wives, to whom the lot is afiigned of cultivating and fowing the land, are held 
in fo much honour, that where any difference or difpute occurs between two parties, 
the}' fummon the difputants before them, adjudge the point in queftion, and fo per- 
fectly by their authority terminate the quarrel, that nothing more is heard between the 
parties. In thefe people what is molt worthy of remark, is to find men of fuch un- 
daunted fpirit, that they combat fearlefsly the lion and the tiger, and are fo eager .after 
reputation, as to reckon life no longer worth preferring when the feeblenefs of age 
reftrains the.exercife of their natural heroifm, yet at the fame time thus fubmiffive to 
women. With them it is held unworthy of a manly character to be felicitous of 
acquifitions, the after-privation of which would be followed with pain ; yet does not this 
opinion, by no means a barbarous one, prevent their perfect refignadon to the will of 
their wives. 


CHAP. II. — Of the Manner in which the Portuguefe fortified tbemf elves in Sofala. — The 
Jealoufy of the King in confequence. — The War he waged againjl them, in the courfe of 
which he loji his Life, and the Portuguefe were confirmed Maflers of the Fort refs. 

SOFALA is a fmall maritime kingdom of Eaftern Ethiopia, dependent on the 
fovereign of Quiteva, fituate between the river Cuama and Mount Manica, in 2 of 0 
of fouthern latitude. It extends along the fea and the banks of a river, a league in 
width, which flows through the country called Mocarangua, by Zimboe, the capital 
and refidence of the King of Quiteva. The King has dominion over the whole of this 
country, as well as the river of Sofala, whence the inhabitants carry on uninterrupted 
commerce with thofe of Manica, who make return for the merchandize they takp i n 
gold duft. , - 

While the people of Sofala are abfent on their traffic to Manica, and collecting gold, 
ivory, amber, and- Haves, their wives cultivate the land. 

The fortrefs of Sofala is a perfect fquare building, furrounded by a good wall, 
flanked by four baftions well mounted with artillery. It was begun in 1505, by order 
of Emmanuel, King of Portugal, under pretence of making it a magazine for mer- 
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chandize ; and the Queen, Dona Catalina, who governed awhile during the minority 
of her grandfon, Don Sebaftiau, caufed its fortifications to be completed in 1 580.* 

The governors, or captains-general, formerly refided fix months atMozambico, and 
the refidue of the year at Sofala ; but now they dwell altogether at Mozambico, and 
appoint a fubftitute, who governs at Sofala, and fuperintends the merchandize in the 
warehoufes there. 

The fame Queen, Dona Catalina t, anxious to render herfelf miftrefs of Sofala, caufed 
fix large fhips to be equipped, the command of which was entrufted to Pedro da Naya, 
who, after great perils and fuffering much from ftorms, entered the river of Sofala 
with four of his fhips, and effected a landing. The two other fhips of his fquadron, 
of greater burthen, kept the fea, as well for the purpofe of oppofmg any enemies which 
might appear as on account of the fhaliownefs of the river, which could not admit 
veffels of their draught of water. The Moorifh King, whofe name was Ruffe, was 
much furprifed at hearing the Portuguefe had difembarked without afking his per- 
miffion ; but the news which firft occafioned alarm, and made him refolve on attacking 
them with all his powers, was a fource of pleafure to him, on his receiving a compli- 
mentary deputation from the commander of the armament, with an affurance that he 
had bean obliged to feek fhelter in the port in confequence of bad weather, and re- 
queuing his confent to erect a warehoufe for the fecurity of their perfons, and the 
merchandize with which the fquadron was freighted. 

This fovereign, who was blind, governed his ftates in oppofition to an efiablifhed 
law, by which a King or Prince, having any bodily defeft, is held incapable of retain- 
ing the fceptre ; in this cafe death is efteemed by thefe people preferable to life. But 
this monarch, who owed his blindnefs to accident, difregarded the law, which, as he 
fhortly after obferved to Pedro da Naya, was made for others, but not for him. 

The courtiers of this Prince, as noticed in the firft chapter, informed him 
that the Portuguefe took advantage of his conceffion of leave to build themfelves a 
warehoufe, and that inflead they were haftily fortifying themfelves, and giving room 
for fufpidons of their entertaining wrong defigns ; they at the fame time recommended 
him to prevent their putting thofe in execution, either by a prohibition ag ain ft their 
further profecuting their fortifications, or by obliging them, by force of arms, to demolifh 
what they had begun. After mature reflection on the fubject, -the King faw his fault, 
and determined on driving the intruders from their poft, when they fhould leaft fufpeft 
his intentions, make a general maffacre of them, and give up their merchandize as 
plunder to his troops ; a meafure which he reckoned would be ealily effected, by taking 
the Portuguefe by furprize. The defign of the monarch being promulgated among the 
Moors, a large army was fpeedily collected, all being alike animated with the defire of 
making a rich booty. 

The intended treachery, on its coming to the knowledge of a Moor, named Abexin, 
was viewed by him with horror, and immediately after, with intent to counteract it, 

* This date is wrong. John III. died June 11, 1557, and the education of his grandfon Sebaftian, and 
the regency, were entrafted to Catalina his Queen. She, notwithftanding the excellence of her govern- 
ment, was obnoxious to tbe Portuguefe, on account of her being a Caftillian ; and in confequence, after 
afeo rt t ime, Ihe refigned the regency to her brother-in-law, Cardinal Henry, and retired to a convent. 
Tltt deration of her foray m Portugal being very ihort, provided the fort was completed as here affirmed, 
while me held the reigns of government, it will probably have been in 1558, and not in 1580. Eng. 

f Again Bo* Sas do* h in error. In the firft ehapter he notices the expedition of Da Naya, and the 
tettlement at Sohla, ut winch he is correct, to have taien place in the reign of Emmanuel, in 1505-6. 

£tKG* JLILaHS# 

he 



SANTOS* HISTORY OF EASTERN ETHIOPIA. 


343 


he imparted what he had learnt to Pedro da Naya. The Portuguefe, unconfcious of 
having done any thing either againft the King or the flate which could provoke fuch 
treatment, was miftruftful at firft of the truth of the, communication, for the Moors 
are but little famed for fincerity ; but Abexin adduced fuch proofs for what he ad- 
vanced, that Pedro da Naya profited by the information, and kept on his guard. 

The appointed time for carrying into effect the meditated maffacre being at hand, he 
ordered his whole force under arms, to await the enemy, who affailed tne Portuguefe 
in the night, at many points, and with vigour incredible, though furpaffed by that 
evinced by the attacked ; thefe, on this occafion, taught the Moors, at their coft, to fet 
a high value on the courage of the nation they provoked to war. After a long conflift, 
overpowered by the artillery and frequent fallies of the Portuguefe, they at length 
took to flight in confufion, and fought refuge in the palace of the Prince ; but hither 
they were purfued by our people, at the point of the fword ; and the King, who was 
among the fugitives, being flain, this circumftance encreafed the inveteracy of the 
Moors, who fought now not only to defend themfelves, but to revenge their fovereign’s 
death. The refolution, the obftinacy of the inhabitants, was on each fide equal, and 
victory hovered awhile over either banner ; indeed, towards the clofe we Ihould have 
been beaten, but for the timely fuccour brought forward by Abexin ; this Moor joined 
the Portuguefe with a number of partifans, turned the tide of the battle, and caufed 
the complete overthrow of the enemy, but not before they had dangeroufly wounded 
Pedro da Naya. The generous, friendly, and critical affiftance of Abexin was liberally 
rewarded : Da Naya, as an acknowledgment for the fidelity with w hich he had fulfilled 
his engagements, and the zeal which he had fhewn in the moment of danger, after he 
had completely fortified his magazine, and obtained fettled poffeffion of Sofala, caufed 
him to be proclaimed King of the country ; and over it he reigned many years. This 
fovereignwas a truftyandfincere friend conflantly to the Portuguefe, and a great enemy 
to his fellow-countrymen, who unwillingly faw themfelves obliged to fubmit to the 
dominion of the Portuguefe, in lieu of that of the King of Quiteva, formerly lord of 
all this country. In procefs of time this latter monarch was aifo made tributary to the 
crown of Portugal, which had, at an after-period, no lefs than twenty-two Kings who 
did homage to it for their thrones. . 


CHAP. III. — Of the Trees and Fruits which fiourijh throughout the whole of the Tear 

in the Territory of Sofala. 

WITH truth may it be affirmed that Sofala is the garden of all this continent ; it is 
overfpread with jeffamine, perpetually green and perpetually in flower, which by the 
beautiful contraft of its white flowers and lively verdure furnifhes an enamel than which 
nothing can be more grateful to the eye. On every fide are feen, orange, lemon, an d 
other curious trees, the Romeyra for example, on which fruit and flowers are feen 
growing at the fame time in conftant fuccelfion through the year. The vines are almoft 
equally exuberant, for the vintages are two-fold, the firft in January, the other in July. 
Pine-apples, refembling our peaches in flavour, but far preferable, are very numerous ; 
and, among others, the fig-trees are lb heavily laden with fruit, as pleafing to the eye 
as they are grateful to the palate, that the branches bend beneath their oppreffive weight. 
Finally, the fugar-cane is cultivated along the banks of the river by the Caffres, who 
fubfift on its juice throughout the major part of the year, but who have not the inge- 
nuity poffeffedby the inhabitants of other' countries of cryftallizing the fweet they yield. 

3 Here 
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Here the people preferve their oranges and lemons, and carry on traffic in them with 
the Indies where they are eaten with rice. 

But, however fruitful the neighbourhood of Sofala, in the offerings of Pomona, its 
Cereal productions are fo limited, that the inhabitants are conftrained to make their 
bread half of rice and half of millet. This bread is formed into a kind of cake, not 
edible except while warm, for when it becomes cold it is harfh, and fo dry, that it 
cannot be fwallowed without firft being foaked in a vinous preparation from millet* 
This extract is equally potent with the wine preffed from grapes, and is much drank 
by the Caffres, but the Portuguefe ufe a different wine obtained, as will be feen, from 
the palm-tree. 

If the bread and wine of thefe poor people be little pleafant to the tafte, they are 
on the other hand indemnified by an abundance of meat, for their flock of oxen, cows, 
ifaeep, fvvine, and wild cattle is very conliderable, exclufive of every fpecies of poultry, 
which is fo plenteous that fifteen, large fowls are bought for a Bertangy, a coin equal 
to two teftoons or about eleven-pence fterling. This great plenteoufhefs of food enables 
the lower orders to live very comfortably, and the rich to indulge to fuperfluity in all 
kinds of provifion. 

Befides the fecret of foftening their bread, the Caffres have difcovered means of 
making a fubftitute for butter, which they ufe as a fauce for boiled rice. They extraft 
this butter from the cakes of preffed Gergelins whence previoufly oil has been expreffed ; 
this oil ferves better for burning than olive oil, and is ufed as an unguent for all kind s 
of wounds. To fecure a provifion of butter and oil, therefore, every individual lays in 
a flock of Gergelins. 


CHAP. IV . — Of the Manner in which the Ring of Quiteva takes poff effort of his Domi- 
nions, and the Mode of his giving Audience. — Of the prevalent Cujlom of the Country , 
according to which all the Wives and Concubines of the King devote themfilves to Death , 
upon his lofing his Life. 

THE- name of Quiteva is common to the fovereign lord of the country bordering on 
the river Sofala, which, at his acceffion to that dignity, he affumes to the exclufion of the 
titles he might before have been known by, this dignity in the efteem of the people 
placing him on a par with the Deity ; indeed, the Caffres acknowledge no other gods 
than their monarch, and to him they addrefs thofe prayers which other nqfinns are 
wont to prefer to heaven. 

The Quiteva maintains a number of wives, the chief of whom are his near relations, ■ 
and are denominated his queens ; the refidue, by whom alfo he has children, are 
regarded merely as his concubines ; from this circumflance, when he dies a great con- 
fufionis created on nominating his fucceffor. The new Quiteva is commonly fele&ed . 
from among thofe of his children who are the offspring of his own daughters, or filters ; 
with thefe near relatives he has exclufively the privilege of cohabiting, the laws of the 
country forbidding, in an exprefs maimer, his fubje&s from intermarrying with their 
fillers or daughters under penalty of death. 

If the women of whom I fpeak, on the one hand, enjoy the favour and countenance 
of the KHg during his life, they are, on the other, obliged to give themfelves up to 
death when he happens to die ; for this purpofe, that they may be conftantly ready ' 
to accompany him in cafe of his fuddenly expiring, they are always provided with a dofe 
of poifon. 
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The erroneous perfuafion of the princes and vaffals of this country that this mortal* 
life is fucceeded by another, in "which ftill higher rank awaits the great than they 
enjoyed in this world, occafions thofe (whom the more powerful on account of their 
being of oppofite parties make the victims of their intereft), to fubmit with joy to their 
fate, in hopes to be courtiers about their King in another world. 

As foon as the Quiteva ceafes to live, a fucceffor is chofen, capable of governing with 
wifdom and prudence. Commonly for this purpofe, his eldeft fon by the royal blood 
is feleded, and fhould he fail in the requifite qualifications, the nest oldeft, and thus 
in fuccelfion the reft ; and when among the whole it chances to happen that not one 
adequate to the high poll is found, his fucceffor is the minifter to whom the defund 
was accuftomed to impart his fecrets. This rule of fucceffion is however not fo ftridly 
followed but that fome deviations from it occafionally take place. 

Thus, for example, while I was at Sofala, the Quiteva died, and left upwards of, 
thirty children, legitimate and illegitimate ; Hill not one of thefe was nominated to fuc- 
ceed him on the throne, but the brother of the deceafed, who, to a thorough know- 
ledge of the affairs of ftate, joined all the qualifications neceflary for a governor ; and 
indeed fhould he be deficient in this refped, it would be enough that a majority of the 
King’s concubines fliould j oin in his favour, as on thefe the poffeffion of the throne depends. 

As foon as the Quiteva is dead, he is buried with his predeceffors, and after his obfequies 
are terminated, on the fucceeding day, his fucceffor repairs to the royal palace, where he 
meets with fome of the concubines of the late King (for it is only thofe mod beloved and in 
whom he was wont to place the utmoft confidence, that take poifon on his dying), and with 
their confent he feats himfelf on the throne prepared for him in the midft of a large hall ; 
when feated here, a curtain is drawn before him and his wives : hence he iffues orders 
for his proclamation through the ftreets; this is the fignal for the people to flock to render 
him homage and fwear obedience, a ceremony which is performed amid great rejoicings. 

The officers and foldiers belonging to his guard in the mean-time place themfelves at 
the gates, and prevent the entrance of more than fufficient to fill the hall, that no 
difturbance or confufion may take place. i At firft, thofe admitted proftrate themfelves 
on their knees, and thus advance towards the throne one after the other, when they 
addrefs the monarch, -he remaining conftantly behind the curtain, without expofing 
himfelf to the public view until every one that has entered, has done him homage. After 
this has been effe&ed, each, according to the cuftom of the country, lhakes hands with 
the Quiteva, and retires ; he again places himfelf behind the curtain till the hall is once 
more filled, and the fame ceremony is again repeated : in this manner the whole day 
paftes in receiving homage. The next, the King fends his ambaffadors to publiffi the 
death of the late prince, and the peaceable inftallation in his ftead of the new fovereign. 

So great is the refped the Caffres ffiew their Bong, that on being admitted to his 
prefence they never prefume to look him in the face, or front him ; but withdrawing 
on one fide, they keep their eyes conftantly bent on the ground, and never fpeak to 
him but on their knees. The Portuguefe alone are allowed the privilege of addreffing 
him Handing ; they otherwife follow the example of the Caffres, and at intervals clap 
their hands as a token of joy. 

When all have been admitted to the prefence, and the levee is finilhed, the King 
caufes wine, ex traded from millet and called Pombe, to be prefented to the whole of 
the company. Should it happen that any one from apprehenfion ihould objed to drink 
of the proffered beverage, the refufal is regarded as an infult by the Quiteva, and the 
individual guilty of fuch ill-manners is ordered not to quit the town except with his 
permiffion, which, as it is never granted, caufes the delinquent to be thus configned to 
perpetual imprifonment. 
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CHAP. V . — Of the Ceremonies obferved in caitfmg one of the Children of the late King 
to be placed on the Throne. — Of the civil Wars occaftoned by fuch Succejftons, and the 
Ctiftom vfual with the Quiteva if devoting himfelf to Death in cafe of any natural 
Dfed. . 

THE numerous offspring of the Quiteva occafions many candidates for the throne; 
and as every one of his wives tries her efforts to advance her own progeny to this dig- 
nity, that much, intrigue and difturbance Ihould accompany their projeds cannot be 
confidered a matter of furprize. Each endeavours, by prefents and magnificent pro- 
mifes, to increafe the number of her partizans and aggrandife her intereft, at the expenfe 
of that of her competitors, to caufe one of the princes, all of whom are educated in 
another quarter, to be admitted into the palace, for none can come to court without 
the exprefs confent of the King, who in confequence is inceffantly folicited at every 
hand. For, when with royal permillion .a prince once enters the palace, his preten- 
fions to the throne are regarded as indifputable ; thofe, however, who have not this 
pernufBon, and by force feek to obtain this fecurity of fucceffion, by fuch demeanour 
not only render themfelves criminal, but forfeit all pretenfions to the fovereignty. 

Contiguous to the dominions of the Quiteva, are thofe of another prince called 
Sedanda. This prince becoming afflicted with leprofy, refolved on following implicitly 
the laws of the country, and poifoning himfelf, conceiving his malady to be incurable, 
or at leaf! that it would render him fo loathfome in the eyes of his people, that they 
would with difficulty recognize him. In confequence he nominated his fucceffor, 
holding- as his opinion that fovereigns, who fhould ferve in all things as an example to 
their people, ought to have no defed whatever, even in their perfons ; that when any 
defe&s may chance to befal them, they ceafe to be worthy of life and of governing their 
dominions; and preferring death in compliance with this law, to life, with the reproach 
of having been its violator. 

But this law was not obferved with equal fcrupulofily by one of the Quitevas, who, 
having loft a tooth, and feeling no difpofition to follow the pradice of his predeceffors, 
publifhed to the people that he had loft a front tooth, in order that when they might 
behold, they yet might be able to recognize him ; declaring at the fame time that he 
was refolved on living and reigning as long as he could, efteeming his exiftence requi- 
fite for the welfare of Ms fubjeds. He at the fame time loudly condemned the prac- 
tice.of his predeceffors, whom he taxed with imprudence, nay even with marines , for 
having condemned themfelves to death for cafual accidents to their perfons, confeffing 
plainly, that it would be with much regret, even when the courfe of nature fhould 
bring him to his end, that he fhould fubrnit to die. He obferved, moreover, that no 
reafonable being, much lefs a monarch, ought to anticipate the fcythe of time ; and, 
abrogating this mortal law, he ordained that ail his fucceffors, if fane, fhould follow 
the precedent he gave, and the new law eftablifhed by him. He likewife flattered his 
fubjeds with the hope of their feeing a new tooth grow in lieu of the one he had loft, 
and adverting to the regret they would experience on lofing a prince whom they loved, 
on account of a defed which time and patience might eventually remedy. 

A neighbouring Sedanda, having once been nominated for his fucceffor by a Quiteva, 
on his dying, with reafon attempted to enter the palace, and feat himfelf among the 
women of the defund, expeding according to cuftom that every one would acknow- 
ledge his right j but he found his e \peftations vain, as the women with whom he was 
at enmity, began to intrigue together to exclude him from the throne. With this view 
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they imputed to him many imperfe&ions ; openly oppofed his peaceable initiation, and 
obje&ed to his entering the palace. The prince, who trailed to reconcile them to his 
intereft by dint of prefents and promifes, imagined their averfion would be of ihort 
duration, and that with the fhades of night all difficulty would, vanilh ; he confe- 
quently, unapprehenfxve of the lengths to which they were capable of going, fuffered 
the night to pafs without offering the flighteft umbrage. In the morning he again pre- 
fented himfelf in front of the palace, but encountered ftill greater refiftance than on the 
preceding day, which obliged him a fecond time to retire. As foon as he was gone, the 
women immediately fent to another prince who was abfent, enjoining him to repair 
without delay to the palace, to take his feat among them, and affume the throne. This 
being effe&ed without any parade, the poor Sedanda found himfelf fupplanted in a 
throne which he confidered infallibly his own ; and refenting the affront thus put upon 
him, he fought for vengeance by a refort to arms ; in this view he applied to his 
friends and partizans, who promifed him fupport : but as thofe to whom he addrefled 
himfelf were mere courtiers, who looked to improve their fortunes by his fuccels, and 
as by having recourfe to arms they would, according to the conftru&ion of law, b® 
guilty of treafon, they, as foon as they were informed that the other prince had been 
proclaimed King, and had peaceable poffeffion of the crown, abandoned him to his fate : 
thus the unfortunate Sedanda faw all his hopes deftroyed, and was even obliged to fly 
for fafety to the territories of his neighbours. 

As foon as the new King is acknowledged legal poffeffor of the throne, he fummons 
all his grandees to repair to court, to affift at the ceremony of breaking the bow of the 
deceafed Quiteva, which bow is the fame as was made on his acceffion to the kingdom. 
This aggregation of the nobility is a ftratagem ufed by the fovereign to enable him to 
rid himfelf of his enemies, for under pretence of making a court iu the other world for 
the deceafed, he caufes thofe grandees who are obnoxious to him to be affaffinated for 
the purpofe of attending that monarch, and gives the polls which they enjoyed to fuch 
as poffefs his favour : thofe however who are inimical to the new King are not accuftomed 
to obey the fummons, but prefer retiring to the dominions of fome neighbouring prince, 
where they pafs the remainder of their days : in this they are imitated by all who may 
have obje&ed to the nomination of the King. 

CHAP. VI. — Of the Exceffes of the Cajfres every Tear on occafion of the Anniverfary 
of the funeral Obfequies of the Kings Predeceffors- — How at thefe Times the King puf- 
fers himfelf to be vijibly impofed upon by a Sorcerer , who counterfeits the Voice of the laji 
defundt Monarch ; and <g the ejleem this engenders for him among the People. 

THE King, every year, on the appearance of the new moon in the month of Septem- 
ber, repairs to a mountain covered by a large foreft called Zimboe, which is the place 
of fepulture of the Kings. By a convocation of all his courtiers, and others who flock 
hither from every part to be prefent at the ceremonies ufed on the occafion of the cele- 
bration of the obfequies of the Kings, he pretends to afford comfort to the fouls of his 
predeceffors. As however the ceremonies confift chiefly of exceffes, it is by no means 
wonderful thefe monarchs lhould perfift in their errors ; they bewail the dea d by dint 
of drinking, and defill from leaping and dancing, then only when fatigue obliges them 
to ceafe. The order of this anniverfary is as follows : 

On the appointed day they repair to the mountain, and in the foreft find materials 
for feafting already prepared ; here they eat and drink fo plenteoufly, that throughout 
the week thefe orgies laft, no one knows his companion. 
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The King, who excites the company to drink, prides himfelf on being the beft and 
greateft toper of the affemblage ; but the moil diverting part of the fcene is to fee a 
troop of people drunk with wine, and fcarcely able to ftand, fo mad as to exhibit 
a mpck-engagemeq£. For this purpofe they divide themfelves into two parties, one 
oppofite to the other, their bows in their hands, from which they inceflantly difcharge 
flights of arrows into the air as fignals of rejoicing. Now they advance towards each 
other like two battalions about to engage, now ftrive each party to break through the 
ranks of the one oppofed, mingling in a pleafing manner their forces, and playing off 
a number of manoeuvres. Thofe who remain firm on the field of battle are acknow- 
ledged the moll valiant, and bear away the prize fet afide for thefe gambols ; but the 
adjudgment, it will readily be conceived, is not always the molt corredt, nor can thofe 
who beft fullained the fhock at all times be rightly thought the braveft, as the conflidt 
is between men fo deeply intoxicated as not to know their next companion. 

The feafting terminated, the King and all his courtiers pretend for three days to 
bewail the death of their former Kings ; after this period a demon enters into a Caffre 
forcerer, and fo well imitates the voice of the laft King whofe obfequies are celebrated, 
that every one is deceived, and imagines that it is the foul of The King from the other 
world, returned to teach the reigning prince how to govern his people, which fpeaks. 
The King now advances to confer with the forcerer; every one proftrates himfelf; and 
after other marks of refpedt for the foul of the prince, all retire, and leave the King 
tete-a-tete with the man poflefled, who not only imitates the voice of the deceafed King, 
but fpeaks in all kinds of languages if required, and holds converfation with the mo- 
narch with the fame familiarity a father would with a fon who might interrogate him 
on what is to happen in his kingdom. The demon pretends to unfold the future, 
declares whether or no war will take place, and if the living King foall prevail or be 
vanquished ; whether his fubjedts fhall revolt ; and many other fimilar things, in which 
divers impoftures are dealt : and notwithftanding the King is aware of the cheat, he 
neverthelefs annually continues the farce on account of the profit he derives from it in 
prefents made on the occafion, and the efteem this mock-conference nourifhes- for him 
in the minds of the people ; thofe regarding him as the favourite of the fouls of the 
dead, and believing he holds converfe with them when he will ; that he learns from 
them, as oracles, whatever paffes in his dominions ; and is inftrudted thus in the 
rule of government he fhould follow. 

It is not only at Sofala that recourfejs had to demons, the like pradHce is co mm on 
in China. Father Mendoza, in his hiftory of that country, relates thefe gentile bar- 
barians to be accuftomed to addrefs themfelves to demons, with whom they hold con- 
verfe at pleafure ; he even adduces an inftance to this effedfc ; on failing from China to 
the Philippines in a Chinefe junk, fo dreadful a tempeft arofe that all on board gave 
themfelves up^ for loft. The Chinefe at this time began invoking their demons ; the 
which perceiving the monks on board addreffed their prayers to heaven, and thefe pre- 
vented the effedt of the incantations of the Chinefe ; and as the infidels were felicitous 
of knowing why they received no fuccour when in fuch preffing need, and wherefore 
fo far from their danger 'diminifliing, as often before had been the cafe, it increafed, the 
demons, though they alone were the authors of the lie, were conftrained to. acknow- 
ledge the truth of the cafe, confeffing they were unabler to effect any thing owing to 
the prayers of the monks on board ; a confeffion, however, which put thefe fervants 
ot mdanger of being affaffinated every inilant by the Chinefe, and call into the 
lea. 1! tie Chinefe at length added written invocations to thofe they had uttered aloud, 
to which they received for anfwer, that they had nothing to apprehend, as before three 
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days elapfed, they would arrive at the defired heaven in fafety. The fallity of this pre- 
diction was, however, made clear by the event, for the time expreffed was much ex- 
ceeded, and frefh tempefts arofe before they made the port, tempefts which vilibly 
abated at the interceflion and prayer of thefe good monks, as even the Chinefe them- 
felves allowed. This confeffion, indeed, on their part, extorted by the fad, was the 
caufe of fome among them abandoning their fuperftitions, and embracing the true 
religion. 


CHAP. VII. — Of the Obfervance on the part of the Caffres of certain Feftivah, during 
which no Labour is followed", and of the Punifhment inflifted by them on a Portuguefe, 
on occajion of his killing a Calf on one of thefe /acred Days. — Of the twenty feven 
Paradifes they expeft to find in another World, and the Chafiifement they will have to 
endure in one of the thirteen Hells they imagine to exifi. 

IT is not without reafon the Caffres are regarded as one of the molt wicked and 
barbarous nations upon earth, for they are perfedly ignorant of all things neceffary to 
falvation. They are without religion, have neither temples nor altars, offer no facri- 
fices, have no minifters of worfhip, nor images reprefenting a divinity, though they 
have a confufed idea, the refult of natural inftind, which internally admonifhes them 
of the exiftence of fome preternatural principle. They hence acknowledge a God, 
who both in this and the world to come they fancy meafures retribution for the good 
and evil done in this. They likewife believe in the exiftence of twenty-feven paradifes, 
where every one enjoys a pleafure proportionate to the merits of his life. They do not 
conceive that animals ad from pure inftind, but allowing them a reafonable faculty, 
hold them alike amenable with man to reward and punifhment, and align them a 
fpecial feat of blifs, to which the fouls of Caffres will have accefs, thofe only excepted, 
who, notwithftanding they believe in a great God whom they call Molungo, have yet 
paffed their lives in wickednefs. Thefe, they fancy, will be condemned to a privation 
from the fight of his holy prefence, and fuffer torment in one of the thirteen hells they 
admit, each proportionate to the evil they have done. Thefe opinions are traditions 
handed down from father to fon, as they have no written teftimonies, and refrain from 
• learning either to read or wnte. 

Notwithftanding thefe are merely' traditions, they yet are firmly perfuaded of their 
truth. They, moreover, implicitly believe that monkeys have formerly been human 
beings, endowed with reafoning faculties equal to thofe of the human fpecies, and 
that even now they are dumb merely from apprehenfion that if they fhould talk they 
would be made to work. 

Though convinced of the exiftence of a Deity, they neither adore nor pray to him, 
but addrefs themfelves wholly to their fovereigns, through whofe interceffioa with 
heaven, as they hold him to be capable of converiing with the fouls of the dead, they 
look to obtain whatever they require. 

The King, profiting by the fimplidty of his fubjects, never grants themaudience with- 
out they bring with them handfome prefents : hence thefe unfortunate beings, under 
the perfuafion that their Bang is a Deity, exhauft their utmoft means,, and ruin them- 
felves in gifts to obtain with more facility what they need. Thus, proftrate at his feet, 
they implore of him, when the weather long continues, dry, to intercede with heaven 
that they may have rain ; and when too much rain has fallen, that they may have fair 
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■weather ; thus alfo in cafe of winds, florins, and every thing they would ether depre- 
cate or implore. 

The King, well convinced that he poffefles no fuch power, and that fuch things 
depend on a great God, Lord of heaven and earth, never fails of returning an encou- 
raging anfwer, couched in general terms, telling them, to go back to their houfes, 
that he will refleQ: on what they aik, that he will ufe his beft efforts for their comfort, 
and that, after a fhort time, if their wifhes fhould not be fatisfied, they muff again 
come to him to iterate their prayers without dread of tiring his patience, for that he 
deems it a pleafure to liften to the complaints of his people, that he may be employed 
in, procuring a remedy as ample as his power admits. 

The people, notwithftanding they obtain nothing of what they afk from the King, 
{till perfevere in their entreaties ; and as they never go empty-handed to his prefence, 
but conftandy with prefents adequate to what they require, they ftrip themfelves of 
nearly all they are worth. In the mean time rain fells or ceafes ; the wind, which cannot 
blow for ever, finks into a calm : but, inftead of attributing thefe events to the great 
Molungo, the immutable decrees of God who wills the fucceffion of feafons, they 
afcribe them to the King, on whom the people rely, from the facility he pofleffes of 
communicating with the fouls of their Engs. Thus does the King take advantage of 
the ignorance of his fubje&s, and profit by popular fuperftition, which he promotes 
by a variety of iflufive practices. 

On interrogating feme of the beft: informed among them refpe&ing where they con- 
ceived the fouls of thofe to be who had lived a good life and fulfilled their moral 
duties upon earth, and whether they were in the heaven of Molungo, the anfwer was 
— That this feat of beatitude was inhabited by God alone; that the bleft had for 
their abode certain delightful fpots, where they enjoyed three times thrice three limps 
told that portion of enjoyment they had experienced in this life ; that the fouls of men 
■were imperilhable ; and that the joys of the future life vaftly exceed whatever can be 
known on earth. Thefe opinions afford ground for belief, that at feme former period 
many among them enjoyed a knowledge of true religion ; and this is corroborated not 
only by their creed, refpedting the immortality of the foul, but alfo by their obfer- 
vance of occafional feftivals, with a ftridtnefs which might put Chriftians to the blufli; 
for many Chriftians profane them by dedicating them to labour, or pay but little re- 
gard to their feftivals, whereas thefe infidels fcrupuloufly obey the law which forbids 
Stem to kill on thefe days any living thing whatever, even for their fupport, as will 
be feen by the following relation. 

_ A Portuguefe merchant, travelling with his people from Sofala to Zimboe, was ob- 
liged, owing to bad weather, to remain during one of thefe feftivals in the town of 
Quiteva ; and, being ignorant of the rigorous law forbidding the killing of any animal 
oa this day, he had an ox flaughtered for himfelf and his flaves. The Quiteva, to whom 
this was immediately reported by fpies maintained by him in the town, who bring him 
intelligence of all that paffes, was exceedingly angry that the Portuguefe fhould prefume 
to violate a day fo facred, and, as a punifhment for the crime committed againft the 
great Molungo, forbade either himfelf or his flaves to eat of the ox he had killed, and 
not only this, but ordered that it fhould he kept in his houfe till fuch time as the 
Mu£mo, or faint of the day, whofe feftival it was, fhould come and continue it. 

The unfortunate Portuguefe, not daring after this order to touch the bead, left it 
in the condition it was on his receiving the King’s command ; and, as he had not 
hitherto withdrawn the entrails, the great heat which prevails at that feafon of the year- 
fbon rendered it putrid. It afterwards fmelt fo badly that the merchant could not bear 
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the boufe, where however he was, by exprefs direction of the King, obliged to abide, 
as a puniflunent for having profaned the fan&ity of the day. Prefents were now reforted 
to, but in vain ; nothing could fliake the refolurion of the King, nor induce him to 
grant permiffion to flaughter another beaft for the fupport of the Portuguefe and his 
fervants. Here may be remarked the religious fcrupulofity of this barbarous King, 
who preferred expofing a whole town to infection from, the putrefaction of the animal, 
to allowing the infraction of the holy law. This regularity in an infidel prince Ihould 
ferve as an example to thofe Chriftians who have fo little regard for the due obfervance 
of the holy fabbath, and other feftivals. 


♦ 

CHAP. VIII. — Of the Title given by the Caffres to the Quiteva , ejietmedby sr injurious , 
and which with them are looked upon as honourable Difimclionsy and of their Manner of 
Procedure on Trials. 

THE Quiteva has three or four hundred men for his guards, who are called Inficis, 
that is to fay, butchers or executioners, who faithfully execute his orders on thofe 
whom their fovereign condemns to death. Indeed, their mere appearance occafions 
terror ; for with them they carry all the inflruments requifite for the prompt execution 
of their duty, according to the fentence pronounced, and without any form of procefs 
behead, hang, or otherwife put to death on the fpot, whenever the King condemns j 
on this account all avoid coming in their way as much as poffible, left they fhould be 
the fubjeCt of their orders, or the victim, of their error or indignation. 

Previous to performing an office enjoined them, they affemble round the palace of 
the King, crying aloud, “ Inhama, Inhama,” words that fignify they are about to put 
fome one to death. With this objeCt in view, they carry a long cord round their necks, 
and another round their waift, for taking thofe with who are condemned. ; when they 
have in one hand a cutlafs, and in the other a large club, it is a fignal of fome one 
being to be beheaded. As foon as the criminal is apprehended, they give him a heavy 
blow on the head with the club, which felling him to the ground, they immediately 
fall upon him and cut off his head. 

There are other Caffres who are likewife attendants on the King, and are called 
Marombes. Thefe furround the palace, and fing the praife of the King, whom they 
term lord of the fun and moon, king of the earth, of mountains, woods, and forefts, 
the conqueror of his enemies, great in all things, the great forcerer, the great thief, the 
great lion, giving him alfo the name of other beafts, names which are not confidered 
injurious, provided they be accompanied by the defignation Great: when the King travels 
to any part alfo, he is attended by muficians who fing his praife. 

Of thefe people the King makes ufe for carrying his orders where requifite, and 
wherever they pafs all are emulous of entertaining them in the bell poffible manner, and 
of making them the moll valuable prefents. If any thing attracts their fancy, they give 
a hint of its pleafing them firll, but if the poffeffor Ihould not of himfelf be fo com.* 
plaifant to prefent it Co them, they are impudent enough to feize upon it without any 
daring to refill them ; fo far from it, every one efteerus himfelf fortunate provided he 
Ihould have .any thing worthy acceptance. Sometimes, indeed, they are guilty of out- 
rage ou individuals to polfefs themfelves of their property ; and at others they meet 
with people who refill their depredations, and oblige them to undergo one of the three 
following ordeals for difcovering the truth before the judge. 


The 
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The modes of adminiitering juflice are three, by what are termed oaths, but which 
are frightful proceffes. The firft confifts hr {wallowing poifon without ill confequences j 
the fecond in licking a bar of red-hot iron ; and the third in f wallowing bitter water 
without inconvenience. 

The firft of thefe oaths or ordeals is termed by the Cafires, Lucaffe. A vafe full of 
poifon is prefented to the perfon, who by oath is to purge himfelf of a crime with which 
he is charged, and who is affined that it will do him no harm provided he be innocent ; 
but alfo, provided he be guilty and conceal the truth, that it will furely prove his death. 
The dread of this trial often induces criminals to confefs the deeds they are charged 
with, which are exemplarily punifhed ; for the judge condemns the aggreffor or he who 
made falfe depofition, together with his wife and children, to become for ever the flaves 
of the injured party, and half his goods and poffeffions advert to that party, and half 
to the crown. But what is molt aftonifhing, if the perfon accufed be innocent, the 
poifon does him no injury whatever, whereas if he be guilty he expires immediately 
after fwallowing the draught. 

The fecond oath or ordeal is termed Xoqua : a piece of iron is heated red-hot in a 
furnace, from which it is taken by a pair of tongs, and prefented to the perfon who 
has to undergo the proof, and who is directed to lick it, with affiirance that his inno- 
cence or guilt will appear by the experiment ; for that, if he be criminal, it will not 
only bum his tongue but his face alfo, but that if guilty it will do him no injury. The 
afpech of this frightful apparatus fo much terrifies the tmfortunate beings, fubjed to its 
proof, as to make them fweat and tremble exceedingly, and almoft become petrified, 
wavering in irrefolution whether to maintain their falfity or confefs their crime, in 
order to avoid a torture capable of drawing confellion of that even of which they have 
not been guilty. What, however, is certainly fhamefnl, fome Chriftians have been 
known to fubjed their flaves to this ordeal j and of them feveral have even for three 
fuqceffive times licked a red-hot bar without experiencing the leaft hurt. 

The third oath or ordeal is not equally dangerous with the preceding. It is termed 
by the Caffres, Calang. A beverage is compofed of difagreeable herbs boiled in a pot, 
the juice of which is exceedingly bitter, and this is prefented to the accufed with ad- 
monifhment, that if innocent he will take the whole at a draught, and vomit it back 
without any confequence ; but that he mull take care of what he is about to do, fince 
if culpable, and defirous yet of deceiving, and feeming innocent, on fwallowing the 
finallell portion of the_ beverage it will choak him, an event which has oftentimes 
occurred. 

•One is-at lofe to what, unlefs the interpofidon of the Deity, a drcumflance fo ex- 
traordinary is to be afcribed. It is poffiblej that divine interference may on fuch occa- 
sions be exerdfed for the manifeftation of the innocence of the perfon accufed, and to 
draw down a merited chaftifement on the guilty. This ordeal is indifputably founded 
on holy writ, for -in the Old Teftament are many examples almoft in every refped ac- 
cordant. In the book of Numbers, chap. v. efpecially, it is ftated as an ordonnance, 
when a hufband difputes'the fidelity of his wife, that he fhould condud her to a Levite, 
who fhould adminifter to her certain hitter waters to drink, and that if fhe had been 
unfaithful, her entrails in confequence would be fo powerfully 'affeded that fhe would 
fhcrtly after burft, but that if innocent they would do her no harm. 

Tnere is, moreover, in Sardinia, a certain well, the waters of which are in no refped 
lefs miraculous; for if an individual has been guilty of robbery, or if any defire exift 
of knowing the truth of any fecret or important adion, in one or the other cafe, pro- 
vided the perfon fulpe&ed in the one inftance of theft, or in the other of falfehood, be 

brought 



SANTOS* HISTORY OP EASTERN ETHIOPIA. gjj 

brought to the well, and his face be wafhed with the water drawn .from it, if he be 
guilty he immediately becomes blind, but if innocent, it will benefit and ftrenethen 
the fight. • 6 


CHAP. IX. — Of the ridiculous Drefs of the Caffres ; their fingular Manner of cutting 

their Hair, fo different from, that of the Quiteca, who wears a Refemblance of Four 

Horns on his Head, his Subjects being allowed but three. — Of their Mode of hunting. 

ALL the Caffres are well made, and of good appearance ; but they render them- 
felves ridiculous by the extravagant mode of their dreffing their hair, which is frizzled 
and cut in luch manner as to prefent the appearance of horns on each fide of the h P qd , 
and on their forehead * ; to keep it erect, they tie the hair round a ftick with a kind of 
grafs, which ferves them for ribbons. This pra&ice they adopt, as they fay, to imitate 
male animals, on whom nature has beftowed the ornament of horns to diftinguifh them 
from females ; women, that art may prefent the fame diftinftion with the h uman., as 
nature does with the brute creation, are prohibited from wearing their hair dreffed in 
this manner. Moreover, as well in the difpofition as the number of the horns, there 
is a difference between the Quiteva and his fubjects ; this prince wearing one on 
his forehead half a foot long, two others above his ears, and one on the nape of hi* 
neck, whereas his fubjeQs are permitted to wear no more than three. 

There is little difference between the drefs of the fovereign and the great, and that 
of the common people: the former are clad, from the waift downwards, in a robe of cot- 
ton or filk; the latter in the flrins of monkeys, or other animals killed in hunting. Thofe 
who are deftitute of means to clothe themfelves go entirely naked, without any one 
taking exception ; the more wealthy wear at times Machiras, or long cloaks, which 
train on the ground. Thefe are worn faftened to the left fhoulder only ; and the length 
of the train of them is deemed to add to the gravity of the walk of the wearers while 
it denotes the eafe of their circumftances. As to what regards hofe, Ihoes and ftock- 
ings are unknown, the King and the people alike going bare-foor, that they may be more 
aftive in running and hunting. 

They have ever been paffionately attached to the latter exercife, lefs for the pleafure 
it affords, than from their antipathy to labour, being naturally fo idle, that when obliged 
to remain at home, they pafs the day in drinking, dancing, and jumping, leaving to 
their wives the culture of the ground, and fpending their whole lives in paflime and 
pleafure; this indeed fo generally, that there are no exceptions but a fmall number of 
artilans, employed in fabricating cloths and fluffs of cotton-wool, and in tipping their 
arrows, in arming their clubs with iron, and fabricating offenfive and defenfive weapons, 
as well for ufe in war as in hunting. 

When a hunting-party is propofed, the people go out conftantly accompanied by the 
majority of their mod intimate friends, and efpecially when the Quiteva intends a royal 
hunt. On this laft oceafion, all the Caffres of the neighbourhood of the ipot where it 
is to take place, are advifed of his intention, and affemble to the number of four or 
five hundred men. Thefe furround fome wood in which they know there is game, 
keeping clofe together, penetrate the clofeft thickets, ejaculate loud cries, beat the 

* Mofes in ancient paintings, is reprefented with two horns on the head. "Was this mode of dreffing 
the hair ever common in Egypt ? and did the Egyptians, in this cafe, fet the fafhion themfelves, or re- 
ceive it from the Ethiopians ? Eng. Tslans. . . 

vol. xvi. 4 u bufhes. 
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bufhes, and fo intimidate the tenants of the fore ft, little accuftomed to hear the filence 
of their lhades invaded by the fhouts of man, that they leave their haunts and peaceable 
retreats to fly for fafety to the open country. Here they find themfelves befet by a 
multitude of hunters and hounds, by whom they are puifued and overwhelmed with 
clouds of arrows. It is only when the monarch is prefent, that a lion is allowed to be 
killed, for of all his titles, that on which he moil prides himfelf, is king of thefe ani- 
.mals ; fuch as fhould prefume to violate the ordinance which profcribes the hunting of 
lions, except on occafion of the prefence of the king, would expofe himfelf to be 
feverely mulcted, or even perhaps to the penalty of death. 


CHAP. X. — Of three Modes of hunting ufual with the Caff-res ; and of what befel a 
certain Portuguefe , who in the Abfence of the Quiteva 3 happened to kill a Lion . 

THERE refided at Sofala a certain Portuguefe, called Rodriguez Lobo, who had fo 
much ingratiated himfelf with the Quiteva, that he obtained from him a grant of the 
major part of the ifland of Maroopa, on the river Sofala. This monarch, imitating 
the conduct of other fovereigns towards their favourites, ftrove by every to 

aggrandize Lobo, and elevate him above the reft of his courtiers ; and, to crown his 
largefTes, bellowed on him the title of his wife, as one of the moll ftriking tokens of 
his attachment. Rodriguez, who, on his fide, was as little free as others from the 
common failing of favourites, of abufmg the confidence of their prince, imagined all 
was permitted him, confcious, as he was, of the king having ordered all his fubjects to 
treat him as his wife. He, confequently, one day aflembled a number of friends and 
Haves to take the diverfion of hunting, and, roufing a lion, he Ihot at and killed the 
bead, notwithstanding he knew that an action of this kind was prohibite^under penalty 
of death. The favourite, whofe good fortune had drawn on him a hoft of enemies, 
was ftiortly, after denounced to the King, as a /violator of the law j the denouncers 
thinking thereby to ruin him in the royal efteem, and, by his difgrace, to pave the 
way to their own advancement. Their defign fucceeded ; they found the king difpofed 
to chaftife the prefumption of Rodriguez, and make him an example to the whole kin g, 
dom, which fhould deter others from daring to repeat fuch deeds in oppofition to his 
decrees. 

Lobo, aware of his crime, and fearful left his enemies fhould prevail to his prejudice, 
had recourfe to ftratagera. He caufed the lion to be covered with leaves as if he would 
conceal it, and, enveloping it with a number of pieces of cloth, prefented it in this Hate 
to the king, to whom he direded to be Hated, that Rodriguez Lobo, whom he had 
honoured with the title of his well-beloved wife, while hunting, was attacked by a lion 
whofe fury threatened his life ; and that, defirous of preferving it, lefs on his own 
account than for the fatisfadion of his lord, for whom he lived more than for himfelf 
he had lanced a javelin at, and killed the terrible animal ; and the better to fulfil his 
vengeance for the daringnefs of the beaft, he had thought right to fend it to him as the 
great king of the lions, that his orders might juftify the deed, which in itfelf was in- 
npcmt; and that Ms fubjeds might look upon it as one of which he moft humbly befought 
his Majefty to believe he could not premeditatedly have been guilty. The handfome 
turn given to this fpeech by Rodriguez Lobo fo much pleafed the King, that he fent 
him word he nmgbt make himfelf eafy on the fcore of the lion, fince he might have 
been in iome danger from it j and that in future he was at liberty, as long as any lions 

6 remained 
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remained on his ifland, to facrifice as many as he pleafed, either for his amufement, or 
to revenge their depredations. . The courtiers, v;ho were prefant at this determination 
of the fovereign, applauded its propriety, and were as loud in the praife of Rodriguez 
as they had fliortly before been violent again tl him. In the mean-time, that his favou- 
rite might be juftified in the eyes of the people, he iffued a proclamation, by which all 
people, Rodrigues Lobo his dear wife alone excepted, were prohibited, under pain of 
death and confifcation of all their goods, from killing lions. 

The Caffres being expert hunters, ule a variety of means in furprifing animals : fome- 
times they dig pits four or five feet deep, and feven or eight long, but wider at the top 
-than the bottom : thefe they cover with branches of trees and draw, in order that the 
more weighty animals, tigers for example and elephants, falling into them, maybefo 
much hurt as to be unable to releafe themfelves, and thus remain at the difcretionof the 
hunters, to perifh of hunger, or by fhots or arrows. 

At other times they furround the coverts in which the game lie, as I have before 
defcribed, and oblige them to take to the river ; when, from the oppofite fide, they 
fhoot at them till fome lucky arrow pierces a mortal part. 

Now again, when the equinoctial rains fwell the volume of the river and make it 
overflow, and the wild beafts are driven from their holds by the inundation, they await 
them on the upper grounds, whither they repair to avoid the waters, and find them 
collected in fuch numbers, that fcarcely an arrow is fhot but kills fome or other of the 
herds ; for, on this occafion, though their natural ferocity at other times is fuch that 
they prey on each other, this fiercenefs undergoes a change which is furprifing ; they 
feem united as much as when they entered into the ark, and peaceably collect in bands 
and herds as if the common danger alone engroffed their faculties, and rendered them 
common friends. 

The lord of the ifland in the river, folicitous once of exhibiting a bunting match 
to Father Dos Santos, affembled more than five hundred men, armed with bows 
and arrows and fome match locks. On entering the wood they killed three wild boars, 
and purfued feveral others, as well as fome elephants and tigers, which were fo much 
intimidated that they fled to another quarter ; while, however, they were in purfuit of 
thefe, they found a young lion and a tiger whelp, which they captured, and which were 
prefented to Father Dos Santos j he accepted them with great pleafure, but foon had 
reafon to repent his poffeffion of them, for the mother-tiger ■ Renting her young in 
his houfe, came the following night, making hideous outcries in the neighbourhood as 
if ready to devour all the inhabitants, and dafhing with violence againft the doors and 
windows, a practice fhe repeated four nights running. But whether tigers cannot 
bear confinement, whether the whelp was too young to be parted from its mother, .it 
died at the end of the fourth day ; and the carcafe being thrown into the fields, was 
not found again on the next morning, whence it was fuppofed the mother had borne 
it away. 

At another time Father Dos Santos, in company with another monk, were much 
terrified at feeing a Caffre making towards them at full fpeed, and feemingly admonifh- 
ing them of fome danger they did not perceive. On his joining them, however, they 
found his motive to be merely to induce them to quicken their pace that they might 
. behold fix lions, which had juft paffed the river, and which were traverfing a neigh- 
bouring valley. The monks made hafte towards the fpot, but not trufting too much 
either to the Caffres or the lions, which were rifibleonly by the trace they made in 
the grafs, of great height and very thick, they had the precaution to take their fiathn 
on the fummit of a hill. 
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The monks, who palled the night here, towards day break overheard the roaring of 
lions and tigers, feemingly difputing the prey one of them had taken. This as he 
devoured kept growling at and threatening the others to prevent their feizing it from 
him. 

Tigers are fo fond of human flefh, whether alive or dead, that in the latter cafe, 
when they fcent the putrifying bodies, they enter the places of fepulture to tear them 
from their graves ; to prevent this, the graves are dug to fome depth, and over them a 
large ftoneislaid. One morning a dead tiger was found on a tomb, after vain efforts 
to tear from the grave beneath a body which was interred, and after, in the attempt, 
having dug a grave for himfelf, in which he expired of old age, wounds, and 
hunger. 

Befides lions, tigers, and leopards found in this country, naturalifts relate that it pro- 
duces reptiles called Inhazaras*, which have four toes to the fore feet, and five to the 
hinder : they live like rabbits in warrens, whence they occafionally go abroad for fub- 
fiftence, and feed on ants. Many affirm they fubfift on air, grounding their opinion 
on the circumftance of nothing but air being found in their entrails after their death ; 
but the moft probable matter, as they have no teeth, is, that ants are their fupport, 
for they are conftantly found near ant-nefts with their mouth open and tongue pro- 
truded, whence the little induftrious inhabitants, continually Tallying forth to fwell 
their wintry ftore, colled on the tongue of the Inhazara, as if they would carry it 
away to their hoard $ and when this reptile feels its tongue fufficiently loaded it draws 
it in, clofes its jaws, and at once devours the little family which, hoped to eat him 
piecemeal. 


CH AP. XI. — Of the uncertain Abodes of the Caffres, who pitch their Tents where Plenty 
reigns. The Manner in which their Law-fuits are terminated, whether before the 
King or Governors of Provinces.— 'Their Mode of making Wine from Millet and Rice. 


THE Caffres, being naturally idle and avcrfe from labour, conftantly pitch for their 
refidence on fpots productive of abundance of the means of fupport, which, however, 
it is difficult for them to find, as they commonly remove in bodies of from three to 
four thoufand, and encamp now in one now in another quarter ; and as they do not 
very willingly quit their abodes, though but of ftraw, when they begin their march 
their camp is fet on fire in order that none may linger or return ; when they arrive at 
a Ipot fuited to their purpofe they conftrud others. Their ftock of moveables is very 
{lender, .confiding merely of a bow and arrows for each male, a fingle pot for each 
family, in which their millet and rice is cooked, and two fpoons, one for ftirring their 
rice and another to eat with. In general they ileep on a mat of reeds fpread on the 
ground ; and in the midft of winter they kindle a fire in the middle of the houfe, round 
which each places himfelf to fleep or reft. Their idle nature inclines them to prefer 
dwelling in woods, and forefts, rather than in the open country, that they may not 
have to go too far in fearch of what is neceffary for them ; and here they build their 
huts,^ and live like wild beafts when weary of one abode changing it for another, 
elpecially at the injunction of their captain or governor. 

As for. any disputes which may arife between the different individuals of an encamp- 
moat, the captain or chief of it, who is appointed by the king, fits as judge and de- 
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eides fummarily, ■without any appeal being allowed to the fovereign, who merely takes 
cognizance of matters of greater ccnfequence. In the inftance either of the Sovereign, 
or the chief of an encampment fitting as judge, the parties plead their own caufe in 
court, the injurious pradice of employing lawyers and council being unknown. After 
hearing the caufe, the judge gives fentence ; the party who lofes forfeits all his property, 
of which one half goes to the judge, and the refidue to the one who gains the fuit. 

Hunting is not only a paftime, it is with them indifpenfable, as they principally de- 
pend on it for fubfiftence : and when it chances they are unfuccefsful, they live on what- 
ever kind of animal comes in their way ; for example, monkeys, cats, rats, &c. 
making up with fifh and vegetables ; but their principal food confifts of millet and rice, • 
both which likewife yield them a kind of wine. 

When about to prepare this wine, they foak the requifite quantity of millet in water, 
leaving it for two or three days till it begins to four ; afterwards, taking it out, it is 
fuffered to drain the fpace of two or three hours ; they next place it in a mortar, in 
which it is pounded till reduced to a pafte ; this done, a cauldron half full of water 
is placed over the fire, into which, when it begins to boil, as much of the pafte before 
defcribed is gradually thrown in as of rice flour, and the mixture is ftirred up that it 
may unite ; when the quantity intended to be prepared is thus blended together, and 
the whole has well boiled, the cauldron is taken off the fire that the beverage may cool : 
the drink is called Pombe j the boiled grain ferves for food. 

This extract of rice and the pafte of millet, after remaining at reft for two or three 
days, heats and ferments, nearly in the fame manner as new wine does with us ; but 
the people never drink of it till the fermentation has ceafed, when they ufe it with 
fuch little moderation as often to become intoxicated : in order that they may con- 
ftantly have ftore, they every day make a frefh fupply, for the longer it remains fo as to 
become four and what we fhould deem fpoiled, the better they reckon it, the more 
anxious after it they become, and attribute to it the greater virtue. 

Thofe not partial to this beverage make another, compofed of certain herbs refembling 
the Cointtej ofthefe they afterwards take the leaves, which, drying and reducing to 
powder, they eat, and find highly nutritious. By eating thefe leaves, and drinking 
the water in which they have been infufed, they fubfift for days together, taking 
nothing elfe. 


CHAP. XII. — How the Stuiteva wifhes to be thought the only Sorcerer in the Kingdom, 
and of the Punijhment incurred by thofe who ajfume this Title. — Of the fuperjlitious 
Ceremonies obferved by the Caffres at their Nuptials ; and the injurious Epithets befowed 
on their Slaves. 

THE Quiteva, efteeming as honorary diftinQdons titles which with us would be' 
regarded as offenfive, is fo jealous of that of forcerer that he forbids all his fubjeds under 
pain of death to affume it without his permiffion, being unwilling to fhare this coveted 
privilege, other than with his deareft confidants, to whom he grants it as a fpecial 
favour : fo much is this the cafe, that if any rogue fufpeded of withcraft ' be found, 
it is allowable to put him to death ; and fhe murderer, far from incurring a penalty, 
is rewarded with half the property of the perfon flain, while the other half belongs to 
the King. 

If any one difcovering a raalefador takes upon himfelf to purfue him in order to 
obtain fentence for the crimes of which he may have been guilty, and he be condemned, 
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the perfon thus engaging on. this object becomes matter of his fate, whether to live or 
die. If he preferve his life, the culprit afterwards remains his flave, and is known 
folely by t.he name of the crimes of which he has been guilty, fuch as thief, mur- 
derer, &c. ; and this that the wretch, continually hearing thefe names repeated, may 
be put in mind of the crime of which he has been guilty, and which has reduced 
him to flavery, may be rendered more humble, and bear in memory the laws he has 
violated, and the punilhment, but for the mercy of his mailer in commuting it for 
flavery, he would have undergone. 

The King, defirous of being eileemed the only forcerer within his dominions, is in 
confequence the only one who enjoys the title ; this, however, is no impediment to 
the confkmt facrileges of the fuperftitious Caffres : thefe never begin any the flightefl 
affair, neither fow, plant, nor fet out on a journey without confulting, by catting lots, 
on the fate of the undertaking ; when, Ihould chance be adverfe to their wifhes and 
expectations, they lay the blame oh their images, which they abufe and ill-treat in con- 
fequence- That they may never be devoid of means of divining the future, they 
always carry about them certain round pieces of wood, with a hole through the middle, 
which they throw in the fame manner as we do dice ; and notwithflanding the vanity 
of this idle piece of fuperflition, they neverthelefs are exceedingly partial to its 
practice. , 

Others there are who imitate the Chinefe in their manner of telling fortunes. In 
this view they play at a game of hazard before their idols, and Ihould chance be againft: 
them kick and box their idols, but if after this correction, on purfuing their expe rimen ts 
they Ihould continue unfuccefsful, they bum the hands and feet of them in the fire ; 
Ihould ill fortune ftill attend them, they call the idols on the ground, trample them under 
feet, and dafh them about with fuch force as to break them in pieces. Some indeed, 
who Ihow greater veneration to their images, content themfelves with fettering and 
binding them till they have obtained their end; but fhould not this take place as early 
as their impatience looks for, they fatten them to a cord and gradually let them down 
into the water, even to the bottom, thus trufting to force them to be propitious : if 
after this, good fortune fhould not follow, the idols are then withdrawn from the water, 
the patience of even thefe milder Caffres becomes exhaufted, and the images are fubjected 
to the groffefl indignities. 

Thefe people are not fuperftitious merely in matters dependant on chance, they are 
io in what regards their nuptials. The bridegroom mutt meet with a man flrong 
.enough to carry him on his back to the abode of his intended fpoufe without halting ; 
ihould he ftop by the way the wedding does not take place on that day, but is deferred to 
a future period. 

When a young man feels difpofed to marry, he applies to the father and mother of 
his intended, and treats with them for their daughter, not as for a companion and wife, 
but as for a flave, bargaining with them in like manner we Would do for merchandize* 
and haggling about the number of cows and flieep to be given in exchange. The price 
bong at^ length fettled, the relatives and friends of both parties affemble to celebrate 
the marriage, and the bridegroom being carried by fome friend without reding from his 
own houfe to the houfe'of his bride, the exchange is made, and the parties attending 
make pnffents to the newly-joined couple, of rice, millet, and other things neceffary to 
begin houfe-keeping. 

The tide of flave would certainly be more appropriate to the newly-married bride 
than that of wife, for provided the hufband after marriage Ihould be tired of his com* 
paaion, he is at liberty to jfead her back to her parents, who are obliged to receive her 

again | 
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again ; thefe may again fell her to any other perfon, her firft hufband ceafing to hare 
any controul over her. Thus the only advantage accruing to the wife or her parents 
is the cattle given in barter. By fuch means thofe fathers of families whofe daughters 
are numerous, become wealthy. But this renunciation which is allowed to the huiband, 
is not alike permitted by the law of the country to the wife, in order no doubt to pre- 
vent the great plurality and frequent change of hufbands which would otherwife be the 
confequence. The man is not reftricted to any number of wives, but is free to pur- 
chafe and keep as many as he can maintain. 

Before they marry, thefe people pay attention whether or no the {lave they are about 
to purchafe, has either any part of the body, the eve-brows or eyes, of a white colour j 
this fometimes happens to be the cafe, and is a fource of great alarm to a Caffre, who 
imagines fuch to be children of the devil, not being able to comprehend how it is 
poffible their wives Ihould produce white children. It is related that in the year 1600, 
Don Jerome Continho, on his return from the Indies, where he commanded the forces- 
of Portugal, brought with him a girl with eyes entirely white, but {he died at fea, after, 
the veffel in which {he came had paffed the ifland of St. Helena. 

Among this people are women who are in a maimer favages, and perpetually dwell-' 
among the woods; when near the time of their pregnancy, they are conftantly in 
motion, like does, running by the fide of bufties in order to leffen the pains of child-birth 
by the odours they inhale ; what however is ftill more fingular, as foon as they are 
delivered, they feek fome fpring or fountain in which to wafli both themfelves and their 
offspring, and return to their dwellings, where they continue to follow their houfehold 
affairs in the fame manner as if nothing had happened, though oftentimes they will 
have produced two and even three children at a birth. Moreover, as their means 
would be inadequate to the fupport of fo many young ones at a time, God provides for 
the exigence by bellowing on the men breafts of milk as amply fupplied as thofe of the 
women, as was feen by ourfelves in the inftance of a perfon of the name Pedro de 
Sofala, whofe wife died after having brought forth a girl. This unfortunate father 
poffeffing no means of maintaining a nurfe for fuckling his child, placed it to his own 
breaft, and fuckled it the fpace of a year ; he would have done a ftill longer time 
indeed, had not the infant died, after which the breafts of this charitable father ceafed 
to give milk. Like inftances, however extraordinary, have often occurred in the town 
of Sofala, as well as at Hormouz ; and a fimilar event is related to have taken place in 
the town of Moura in Portugal, where an old man, fixty years of age, and obliged 
to fupport himfeif by the fweat of his brow, did notwithftanding fuckle from his 
breafts the two orphans of a female relation. 

In an ifland called Inhaquea, between Sofala and the River Luabo, an old woman of 
fixty years of age becoming pregnant, produced a child ; and notwithftanding her 
great age, reared it and gave it fuck herfelf. 

However barbarous thefe people be by nature, they yet are not devoid of feeling for 
their children ; thefe they rear with niceft care, and for their provifion ftrive to amafs 
what property they can. But as the King is fo perfe&ly abfolute as at pleafure to dif- 
pofe of the property and even the lives of all his fubjedls, thefe, as foon as they have 
amaffed a property which may invite the eye of cupidity, prepare to lofe it; being fatis- 
fiedthat, foon or late, imaginary crimes will be imputed to them, of which they will 
be adjudged guilty, that opportunity may be offered of confifcating what they poffefe 
to the King ; hence it is a current faying among them, that whatever they amafs by 
their toil and induftry, does not belong to themfelves but to the fovereign, regarding 
themfelves merely as the depolitaries of what fome day mult pals to him, and their 
children be unjuftly deprived of. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIII . — Of the four Ambaffadors fent by the Quitem to colled Tribute, ibefirjt 
of whom reprefents the King hlmjelf the fecond his Mouthy the third his Eyes, and the 
fourth his Ears . 

ft* 

•WHEN the rime for collefting the annual tribute is at hand, the King feleSs four 
atribaffadors for the purpofe of receiving if, each of ■whom has a difrintt title. The 
whole four reprefent the Ouiteva himfelf, but efpecially the firft, who is treated with 
the moft profound refpe£i; he, that he may preferve a proportionate dignity, remains 
perpetually filent. The fecond is termed the King’s mouth, his function, to interpret 
the orders of the monarch, and explain the fubject of his embaffy. The third is deno- 
minated the King’s eye, his duty, diligently to remark whatever paries on the embaffy, in 
order on his return that he may render a faithful account, and efpecially to have a 
fharp look after the number and quality of the articles presented, that none may be 
pilfered, nor any of value be fubftituted by thofe of lefs. The fourth bears the name of 
the King’s ears, his charge, to fee and hear every thing, and chiefly to watch that the 
ambaffador who fpeaks, does not either augment or diminifh aught contained in his 
init ructions, the particulars of which are detailed to the three others. The Caffres 
generally call thefe ambaffadors Mutunaos ; they are always the chiefs of the kingdom, 
and particularly he who reprefents the fovereign’s perfon ; this individual is one of his 
fons, and in confequence is treated with greater deference by the people than the reft. 
Thefe four ambaffadors take with them more than a hundred Caffres, deftined to carry 
the articles of tribute received. When they approach a fpot where they intend to fo- 
joum, they fend an exprefs to the- captain or governor of the diftrict, to inform, him of 
their arrival, in order that he may come out to meet and render them the cuftomary 
honours. The captain, on receiving the information, advances to meet them as far as 
the entrance into the town, accompanied by a number of muficians and dancers, who 
play and exhibit their gambols before the ambaffadors in the proceffion, while the noife 
of the drums, in unifon with the public acclamations, fill the air with a pleafing fym- 
phony. The Caffres of the embaffy march in a body, but their apparel is plain and 
uncoftly, their only ornament being a coronet on the head, made of hen’s feathers, and 
adjufted after a particular manner. This troop marches before the four Mutumos, 
who take ftarion according to their rank ; the laft, being of higheft dignity, has the 
greateft number of people about him. When they reach the entrance into the town, 
the governor, who is there in waiting, receives them with all imaginable refpeft, and 
conducts them through the croud to the apartments prepared for their reception. 

On entering the gates of towns which are fortified, it is cuftomary to falute the 
Mutomos by a difcharge of artillery. . Thefe gentlemen, on their firft vifiting Sofala 
after it was poffeffed by the Portuguefe, were not a little alarmed at the report of the 
artillery, and imagining that fuch loud firing could not be without^ fome danger to 
their perfons, they begged as a favour of tbe governor of Sofala to difcharge no more 
cannon, as the mere report had already caufedthe death of one of the attendants on the 
embaffay, who was a£fcually killed with dread ; recovering afterwards from their con- 
flemation, they expreffed a wifh to fee the artillery. This, at firft, they viewed from a 
refpe&ful diftance but, familiarifed with the fight of it by degrees, they ventured at 
length to touch the guns, but never were able fo far to furmount their fears as to 
ftand before the mouths of them, efpecially the three great pieces at the entrance of 
the gate. 
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As long as they ftay, nothing goes forward but feafting and entertainment : at length 
the tribute due to. the Quiteva is demanded, and after it has been paid, the ambafladors 
are conduced out of the town with the fame ceremonies they experienced on their en- 
trance. They then immediately return to the Quiteva, to whom they reader account 
of all that has paffed, and in whofe magazines all the rice and millet they have col- 
lected is depofited. The taxes levied on the Cadres are much heavier than thofe exacted 
from the Portuguefe, the former paying three pieces out of each twenty, the latter but 
one. Thefe proportions are rigoroufly attended to by the ambafladors, for fliould they 
depart from the regulations prefcribed to them, the king would punifh them with 
feverity ; whereas by attending duly to the objeft of their million, they are fure of a 
liberal reward. 


CHAP. XIV. — Of certain Birds of Prey which fly away with Ter ref rial Animals of 
the largeji Size , and afterwards let them fall , to kill and devour them. Of Terreftrutl 
and Marine Crocodiles ; the Manner of taking them ; and. of the Mermaid and its 
Virtues. 

PAOLO Marco the Venetian relates, in his third book, chapriv. that in the iflaad 
St. Lawrence* are certain birds of immenfe fize and fuch prodigious ftrength as to be 
able to bear away even elephants in their claws, and fly off with them with incredible 
fpeed ; but being unable to fupport for any length of rime fo great a weight, they let 
their burthen drop from as high a point as they can reach, in order to kill it with the 
fell, when they pounce upon and devour it. ... 

A Portuguefe travelling inland one day to purchafe ivory, and feeling tired with lead- 
ing a large monkey which weighed more than, fifteen pounds, he faftened it with an iron 
r-hain to the trunk of a tree ; after taking reft for a time, he perceived the air dark- 
ened as if by a cloud about to burft over him, when railing his eyes, he . r difhnguifhed 
the obfcurity to be occafioned by the body and wings of a bird of prey, which had borne 
away his monkey, together with the tree to which it was faftened, and which he let 
drop from a confiderable height to prey upon after thus killing it. In confecjuen.ee o£ 
accidents of this nature the inhabitants of thefe parts are accuftomed to keep conftant 
watch, and in order to be fecure from depredations are conftantly armed. 

In the river of Sofela are man y crocodiles, which are carnivorous, and live on iuch 
animals and human beings as venture into the river. The Negroes and Moors, though 
ufed to the country and thefe animals, with difficulty at times efcape their murderous, 
jaws, when they repair for water to the rivers banks ; for they have the cunning to lie 
flat on their bellies for fear of being feen, and only rife to rufh on their prey.; this if 
they faze, they bear with them to the bottom of the river to devour it; which they 
are unable to do out of the water, as they have no tongue to aflift them in fwal- 
lowing, but wafh down their food by taking a gulp of water as often as they would 
fwallow what they have mafticated. Notwithftanding the voracity of thefe animals is 
without parallel, they yet never eat food which is tainted ; ftill the ftench proceed- 
ing from their throat is. fo great that it attra&s flies in abundance, which the animal 
enclofes in one tomb by (hutting its jaws, and thus obtains other nourifhment. 

The whole difference between young and old crocodiles confifts in the former leaving 
the river every morning and evening to bafk, lying on their belly in the fun, while 

* Madagascar. 
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the latter feldom entirely leave the water ; when out of the water, however, both the 
one and the other lofe their natural ferocity, and alarmed at the leaft noife, except 
indeed when driven by hunger to extremity, fly for refuge to the river. 

Gabriel Robel relates, in his book on the remarkable things of the Molucca iflands, 
that thefe iflands contain many fea crocodiles with four eyes, two in the head and two 
in the throat. Thefe crocodiles have many rows of teeth, which are exceedingly filthy, 
as they are unab le to clean them with their tongue, though this fpgcies of crocodile 
poffefles one. 

"When the crocodiles are about to lay their eggs, they dig a hole, advancing on to 
the fhore for the purpofe, as deep as they are able, and in this depofit a number at 
once, covering them with fand, and trufling to the warmth of the fun to hatch them. 
The young, as foon as they break the ftiell,^ though bom on fhore, immediately take 
to the water, and never return without committing ravages which render them moft 
unwelcome neighbours to the inhabitants of the country, who are forbid under pain 
of death killing any of them. The caufe affigned for this prohibition is, that the liver 
of this animal is one of the moft fubtil poifons that can be. Some waiters indeed re- 
late, that it bears about it an antidote ; but as thefe are two contrarieties fo lingular, it 
is difficult for one to credit they fhould exift in the fame animal. Still we read, that in 
the peninfula of Malacca trees grow with roots, part of which are poifon, and part of 
them antidotes 5 a drcumftance fimilar to which is remarked by Father Mendoza in 
his book, on the New World. 

Though crocodiles are carnivorous, and fubfift wholly on the flefli of animals and 
human beings, yet has God endowed this country with a fimple called nicirini, growing 
on the margin of the river Sofala, with which the people who are acquainted with its 
virtues having rubbed themfelves, the crocodiles dare not venture near to bite them, 
and if they fhould their teeth become foft as wax, and without ftrength. When the 
Caffres wifh to prove if the herb they imagine be the real one poffeffing thefe qualities, 
they place it on their head, and if they find' it foften their teeth, they rub the whole of 
their body with it before they enter the water, fafe by this precaution from the bite of 
the crocodile. 

The interdict of the Quiteva againft killing crocodiles is confined to his own de- 
pendants ; the inhabitants of the river Cuama, who are not his fubjedts, both fifh for 
and eat this animal. The manner of obtaining it ufed by this people, as it is curious, 
I have deemed right to detail. 

They prepare a piece of wood two feet in length, and of tolerable breadth ; length- 
wife, through this, a hole is bored for a cord to pafs, at the extremity of which 
is a large hook baited with frelh meat ; this they call into the river. Soon as the 
crocodile perceives the meat, it immediately fwallows it, and fancying that all it 
fees is of the fame nature, endeavours to feize on the wood alfo ; but this flicking 
in its maw, prevents the jaws doling, when the water rufhing without impediment 
down its tbrtoat, drowns the animal. The filhermen, when they perceive it at the 
Ialt extremity, draw it on the fhore and difpatch it with clubs. The Caffres notice 
"when the animal is being killed, that it groans and cries like a reafoning bring, 
whence doubtlefs the proverb of “ crocodiles’ tears/’ to exprefs a forced lamen- 
tation. • 

At the dHbance of fifteen leagues from Sofala, among the iflands Boccicas , a fifh is 
found, denominated by the iflanders the mermaid, or woman Jifh, the flefh of which is 
of excellent flavour when eaten boiled like other meat, and which alfo ferves to make 
highly favoury Haulages. From the waift to the neck, this fifh much refembles the 
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human fpecies : the females fuckle their young in the fame manner as women; but 
the fifh has neither arms nor hands, and as to its features, they bear not the flighted 
refemblance to thofe of the human countenance ; but its head is rather like that of a 
maid or thornback, and its mouth full of teeth like that of a dog, but with four of 
them proje&ing the length of a foot in the fame manner as the talks of a boar. Thefe 
teeth hare the property of flaying a flux of blood, and foftening the panful fenfations 
■which attend the piles. The proof of it is eafy, and the remedy common : all that is 
requifite, is to wear them near that part of the body where the pain is felt. This fifh 
originated the fable of the Syrens in the works of the poets; but they gave by far too 
great loofe to their imagination when they attributed to it a long head of hair, a hairy 
body, a human face, and a voice fo mufical as to enchant marine rs ; for this fea 
monfter has neither hair on the body nor the head : its head is monftrous, and nothing 
refembles the human countenance ; and as to finging, it neither lings nor fpeaks, being 
like every other filh condemned to eternal filence. 

There is likewife found in the marfhes of Sofala a filh called by naturalifts Macon, 
which has two holes in its neck like a lamprey ; raoftly it inhabits the mar-fops, but when 
thefe become dry it peregrinates inland in fearch of moifture ; and though the drought 
oftentimes continues four or even five months, this fifh, by burying itfelf, ftill fubfifts 
where others would die, leaving its holes only when it rains, at which time the Caffres 
lie in wait for it ; Ihould however the drought continue unufually long, and the earth 
no longer retain fufficient moifture to keep it in life, it devours itfelf. 

In the rivers Cuama and Sofala fea horfes (Hippopotami) are common. Thefe animals 
are amphibious, and leave the water for the land, where they feek for food and com- 
mit great ravage on the circumjacent country, and efpecially in that which is fown. 
The head of this animal 'is three times as large as that of our common horfe, and the 
body large in proportion : ' in the middle of its forehead it has a white ftar : its legs are 
fliort and very thick, with five toes to the fore and only four to the hind feet : its 
mouth is very large, and full of teeth, four of which are more than two feet long, and. 
curved like the talks of a boar. What however is extraordinary in tins fpedes ©f 
animals, is, their practice of deftroying each other for food ; hence it rarely happens 
that two are found together, unlefs indeed where a male is followed by feveral females 
about to drop their young, on which occafion they alter into the woods adjoining the 
river, where they foal : the young colts, whenever they fee the old ones approach, 
afraid of bang foiled, throw themfelves into the water. 

This animal is naturally of a fickly cohftitution, and fubject to gouty pains, which 
it cures by feratching the ftomach with the left foot ; and it has further been noticed, 
when it withes to effect a perfect cure, that it falls on the hom of the hpof of the left 
foot; this, entering the ftomach, appeafes and terminates their pain. Hen:e the Caffres 
and Moors of this country make ufe of the horn of the hoof of this animal as a re- 
medy for the gout. 

Befides hippopotami, in thefe rivers, other amphibious animals are found, remark- 
afrje for horns fimilar to thofe of the bull, and having their hoof divided like theirs. 
Here likewife are horned afies, theflelh of which boiled with rice and millet is excellent 
.food : this flefli ferves the Caffres for fubfiftence through great part of the year; and 
they are fo fond of it, that without having patience to wait till it has become fufficiently 
cool to be eaten, they devour it hot as it is from the pot, and by this practice much 
injure their teeth ; thefe in confequence fhordy become rotten and fall out, unkfr 
tain fimples be ufed, with which they are acquainted, to prevent them. 
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CHAP. XV.— Of the Manner in which Amber is found ; of its different Species ; and 
if it be true that Whales make it their Food. 

I HAVE thought I could not more ufefully terminate this book, than by releafing 
the public from the uncertainty in which they have been placed by the difputes o f 
different writers refpecting the manner in which amber is found, its nature, and its 
different fpecies. But before I proceed to fpeak of the places where it is found, I muft 
premife that thofe who would perfuade their readers it is vomited by whales, are 
egregioufly wrong, as is evident from the account we have of a piece found on the 
coafts of Melinda in 1596, fo large that a perfon might with eafe conceal himfelf 
behind it ; the value of this piece, from its great dimensions, was fo highly rated that 
no perfon could be found poffeffed of means fuflicient for its purchafe, whence the 
proprietor was obliged to divide it into pieces. A part of thefe pieces was bought by 
Don Pedro de Soufa, captain general of Mozambico. This one example fuffices to con- 
trovert the opinion of thofe who affume that amber is produced in the interior of, and 
is an excrement of the whale. 

It is moreover well authenticated, that between the rivers Lindo and Quilinvano a 
piece was found which weighed upwards of twenty pounds; and when Roch de 
Britto Falcon was taken by the Turks, on his paffage from Melinda to the Indies, he 
one day, in the place where he held the appointment of captain, bought a piece of 
amber two feet high and a foot wide. The origin of the vulgar error that amber is 
vomited by whales is, probably, the fa£t of whales having been feen eating this fub- 
ftance, Specially that fpecies of it which is black, and fo tender that even birds pick 
at and make it their food. 

As to the places where amber is found, fome ftate that fo obtain it, it is neceffary 
to double the Cape of Good Hope and proceed as far as the Red Sea, where it 
abounds : others again deny this ; but it is moft probable that amber proceeds from 
the bottom of the fea, where it is produced, and from which it is torn by the motion 
of the waves and the aflion of ftorms, which fhake it in fuch a manner as to feparate 
it from the rocks or the bottom to which it adheres-, when, after the tempefts fubfide, 
it is collected : this opinion is alfo corroborated by the relation we have of a veffel 
obliged to caft anchor off the ifland of St. Lawrence (Madagafcar), in a fpot where 
there was but twenty fathoms water ; in rjifing the anchor of this veffel the next day, 
it was found covered with pieces of amber brought up from the fandy bottom. 

In this country indeed three kinds of amber are found, yellow, black, and grey, 
which enrich this people by the profit they derive from them : the yellow is preferred 
to the black ; but the grey is efteemed of greater value than either. 

Other authors again, who have written in modern times, afcribe a different origin 
to this matter, and believe that in the iflands in the north a particular liquor occurs, 
differing but little from that kind of gum common in our cherry trees, which falling 
into the fea becomes indurate from the adtion of the water, and is afterwards caft <pn 
the fea fhore, where the air completes its petrifaction. That it is progrelfive in its forma- 
tion from a fluid ftate to that in which it is found, indeed, is proved from the many 
inftances afforded of amber in the cabinets of the curious, in which, owing to its pellu- 
cidity, flies, fpideis, ^ and bees are diftinguifhed ; thefe, caught either by their feet or 
other portions of their body, when the amber was yet foft, have become enveloped in 
the accumulating mafs, and thus remain in an incorruptible ftate, owing to the ex- 
clufion of air. Nonce of this circumftance may even be feen in the epigrams of 
Martial, No. 32. and No. 39. 



SANTOS* HISTORY OF EASTERN ETHIOPIA. 


7°3 


HISTORY OF EASTERN ETHIOPIA. 

BOOK n. 

Of the army sent by the king don Sebastian to the kingdom of MACO- 
RONGA; THE VICTORIES OBTAINED BY THE PORTUGUESE OVER SEVERAL 

MONARCHS, WITH WHOM THEY -WERE OBLIGED TO FIGHT BEFORE THEY 

CAME TO THE GOLD MINES ; THE MANNER IN WHICH THESE ARE WORKED.— 

Of the rivers, fountains, and lake of cuama. 

CHAP. I. — The Portuguefe Army enters the kingdom of Macoronga infearcbcf Gold 
Mines. The manner in which the Gold is dug. 

DON Sebaftian was fcarcely feated on the throne, before he refolved on extending 
his dominions by means of new conquefts. In this view he caufed a number of veflels 
to be equipped for an expedition to Sofala, the command of which was entrufted to 
Francis Baretto, who, penetrating into the kingdoms of Macoronga and Manica, difco- 
vered mines of gold in thefe countries, of which by his prudence and valour he made 
himfelf mafter. 

In the profecution of his defigns, it was neceffary he fliould pafs through the territo. 
ries of the Quiteva, who objected to this meafure, and prepared to refill by force any 
attempt on the part of the Portuguefe to enter his dominions. He feared a junction of 
their forces with thofe of the King of Chicanga, a monarch more powerful than him- 
felf and his fwom enemy, apprehenfive left die confequence would be his becoming 
tributary to the European power. He therefore gave orders that every ftep fhould be 
difputed ; and, in addition .to the army fent to oppofe the Portuguefe, he fet another on 
foot to prevent a diverfion on the part of the troops of the King of Chicanga j he alfo placed 
ambufcades in every favourable fpot by which theenemy might be furprized, andfkirmifhes 
repeatedly took place, in which the Portuguefe conftantly had the advantage, though 
with fome lofs on their fide. Still the haraffing warfare they were obliged to maintain, 
difgufted them with an enterprize fo difficult ; and, from their having no means of re- 
cruiting their Ioffes, each man of theirs killed was equal to a hundred of the enemy, 
who were able immediately to bring others into the field to fupply the place of fuch as 
were flain. Notwithftanding this, the refolution of the Portuguefe fupported them 
under their difficulties, and enabled them to open themfelves a paffage through the 
files of the enemy. 

The Caffres, who had now repeatedly experienced the courage of thofe they had to 
oppofe, no longer confidered themfelves fafe in their towns, but, to efcape flavery or 
dfoflh, abandoned them, carrying off all their cattle and provifions, and trailing by this 
means to oblige the Portuguefe, in defpight of their victories, to retreat, owing to want 
of the neceflaries for fupporting their army. 

Still the brave Baretto continued to follow up his conquefts both by fea and land, and 
fpread fuch conftemation through the country, that the Quit eva, who refided at Zimbo6, 
having intelligence of the approach of this general, took to flight with all the inhabitants 
of the city and withdrew to a 'large foreft in the neighbourhood, not choofing to 
rifk the defence of the town. Baretto confequently entered it without refinance? and 
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as he had not a fuffident force to garrifon, and indeed did not wifh to preferve it, 
he gave it up to pillage, and after fetting it on fire continued his march towards 
the kingdom of Manica, which in the fpace of a few days he entered. 

The monarch of this country, concealing the vexation he felt at his arrival, fent a 
deputation to compliment him on the occafion, and exprefs his fatisfaciion at his vifit, 
the perfons fent bearing with them a prefent of provifions. Baretto, highly pleafed 
at meeting with a friendly reception, fent meflengers in return to render thanks for 
his civility, and entreat his acceptance of the prefents intended for him by the King 
of Portugal. The Moorifh King upon, this expreffed a wifh to fee the Portuguefe 
general; and the latter, at the interview which in confequence took place, commu- 
nicated the inflruciions he had received from his court, the principal of which was, 
to negociate a treaty of amity and intercourfe between the two monarchs. 

This Sovereign, on the approach of Baretto, went forward to meet him, marking by 
this unufual condefcenfion the efteem in which he held the King his mailer, and the 
refpecl he bore his ambaflador ; at the fame time he communicated to him, that as long 
as he might choofe to remain in his dominions the whole of his companions fhould be 
maintained at his expenfe, and in the courfe of the conference all the articles of the treaty 
of amity were agreed upon ; among which the fecond was, that the King of Chicanga 
fhould freely admit the Portuguefe throughout his territories for the purpofe of traf- 
ficking, as well in gold dull as in other merchandize ; of the former the quantity bar- 
tered is very confiderable in this country. 

The Portuguefe were enchanted at having in fo fhort a time concluded a treaty of 
fuch advantage to their Sovereign, and fo beneficial to the realm ; they moreover flat- 
tered themfelves with the hope of acquiring ftore of gold with which to return enriched 
to their country ; but when they faw what toil was requilite for extrading this precious 
metal from the bowels of the earth, and the danger incurred by thofe who worked in 
the%imes, they were fpeedily undeceived, and no longer regarded their fortunes as in- 
flantaneoufly made. At the fame time they were induced to refled, that the labour and 
rifk of digging the gold from the abyffes whence it is drawn, are fuch as with juftice 
to flamp that value on it which it bears from its confequent rarity. 

Thefe people have divers methods of extrading the gold, and feparating it from 
the earth with which it is blended ; but the moft common is, to open the ground, and 
proceed towards the fpot where, from certain indications, ore is fuppofed to abound. 
For this purpofe they excavate vaults, /uftained at intervals by pillars, and, notwith- 
standing they make ufe of every poflible precaution, it often happens that the vaults 
give way and bury the fubterranean fappers beneath their ruins. When they reach the 
vein in which the gold is found mixed with the earth, they take the ore as it is, and 
put it into veffels full of water, and by dint of ftirring about the water, the earth is 
diffolved and the gold remains at bottom. 

They likewife take advantage of heavy rains, which, occafioning torrents, carry 
before them whatever loofe earth they meet in their way, and thus lay open the fpots 
where gold is embedded in the ravines. This the Cafires colled and wafh with gare, 
to purify from'the groffer part of its earthy admixture. 

Thefe people alfo, however unpolifhed they may feem, yet poflefs a fecret peculiar 
to themfelves for difcovexing the gold concealed in certain ftones*', which they likewife 

* This fecret confiits, it is highly probable, in the ftcae containing the gold being foftened, and its 
natural colour changed by the prefence of gold, a circumftance noticed conftantly by the gold feekers of 
Celebes. See, in the portion of this work allotted to Afia, a defeription of the sold mines of Celebes, by 
VonWurmb. Ekg.Tjlm*. 

have 
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have the ingenuity of extracting, conftantly obferving the feme pra&ice of waftn*w^& well 
to feparate all earthy particles from the metal, and thus rendering it equally luflrooeWklr 
that obtained from the earth. This .gold is, however, much cheaper than the other, 
either owing to its being more common, or to its being obtained with greater facility 
and at lefs expenfe than that exfodiated from the bowels of the earth. 

This country being thus fecund in valuable mines, it cannot be furprizing that, ia 
after periods, other nations, following the example of the great Baretto, lhould be 
folidtous of penetrating into the country. Baretto returned to Sofala well fotisflH 
not only on account of the treaty he had concluded with Chicanga, but alfo at 
bang fo fortunate as to terminate another with the Quiteva, who, apprized of his being 
about to return, no longer avoided him as before, but invited him to pafs through bis 
country, with affurance that he would meet with friends alone, in which number he 
begged to clafs himfelf. He in fact received him with open arms, and espreffed a 
defire of living in friendfliip with the King his mailer, and of being admitt ed among 
the number of the friends of the general himfelf. The treaty of peace figned by the 
Quiteva and Baretto, comprized the following articles : that the Portuguefe fliould 
have the liberty of entering at pleafure into his kingdom for the purpofe of traffick, and 
of palling through it to Chicanga to trade for gold; and, on the part of the Portuguefe, 
that, for this conceffion, they fliould annually fend to the Quiteva two hundred ells o£‘ 
linen. Thus thefe two parties, but fhortly before inveterate enemies, parted apparently 
in friendfliip ; but the ftate of amity thus eilablifhed was not of long duration.. 


CHAP. II. — Of the War waged by Baretto with the King of Mongas, over whom be 
obtained a complete victory, notwitbftanding the incantations of a Sorcerefs, who quitted 
him to fide with the Gaffres. — Of the remarkable Springs in this country. 

THE Portuguefe, by the treaties concluded between the two Kings of Chicanga and 
Quiteva, fpread general confternation through the country. Their ambition now knew 
no limits, but increafed in proportion to their advance into the country. They felt par- 
ticularly anxious to open a road into the kingdom of Mongasf, a matter not to be; 
effected but by fighting with and overcoming whoever fliould dare to oppofe their- 
progrefs. The obftacles were indeed many to the effectuation of their defigns; but 
Baretto, who commanded a well-dil'ciplined army, by his prudence and the bravery of 
his troops, overcame them all, and was conftantly victorious, as well in the different 
fltirmiflies which took place, as in pitched battles. 

The king of Mongas was powerful, and had a very fine army on foot, which difputed 
every pafs through which the Portuguefe had to march. At length the day arrived- 
when they had to combat the whole force of the Caffres ; thefe, notwithftanding their* 
number much furpaffed that of the Portuguefe, and notwithftanding this fuperiority 
promifed them fuccels, were yet fomewhat intimidated. They h ad learnt by experience, 
to place its due value on the bravery of the Portuguefe, who moreover had an old for-- 
ca^efs with them, whom fuperftition regarded as a palladium, that would fedure the 
victory to which ever fide ftie remained with. The Portuguefe indeed placed no reli— 

+ The dominions of the Monomotopa. The country is termed Moagas, the fovereig-n Monomotopa , a*, 
the fovereign of Sofala is termed Quiteva. A confttfion has arifen from the errors of geographers, who- 
ba.ve, in both inftances, given the diftinguiihing name of the forereign to the countries oyer which they 
sole. Esg.Tlahs. * 
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ance either on this tale, which was ptomulged by herfelf, or on the power of the witch, 
and formed their line of battle in due order, depending on their own intrepidity and 
that good fortune which hitherto had attended their banners. The attack began on 
the part of the Portuguese ; but previoufly the old woman had changed tides, and was 
gladly admitted into the ranks of the Cafires : fee promifed them viftory, engaging to 
flrike their enemies with panic, and blind them by means of a powder fee had in a 
bag, provided they would but ftand firm to the firft {hock ; and fuch implicit credit did 
they give to her promifes, that they even provided themfelves with cords with which 
to bind their viftims. For her affiftance fee was in return to receive feme confiderable 
prefents : In the mean time the Portuguefe, who laughed at the imaginary enchant- 
ments of the witch, bore down on the oppofite army ; and the general, Angling out the. 
old woman who was readily diftinguifhed in their ranks by her ridiculous contortions, 
and was then in the aft of giving to the air the powder which feould deprive them of 
fight, direfted a field piece to be pointed at her, expecting thus to intimidate her ; but, 
confident in her charms and deeming herfelf invulnerable, fee mocked the effeft of the 
cannon ; the match was applied, and the palladium of the enemy at once was blown to 
atoms. The confidence of the Cafires in their invincibility was now at once annihilated ; 
for throughout they trufted more to the magic of the forcerefs, than to their individual 
bravery. Baretto, in the deftruftion of the witch, however he might deem it a weak- 
nefs to rejoice at the fall of a woman, from motives of policy joined with the army in 
the feout of exultation which was fent forth from the ranks. A moment’s paufe in the 
operations of the army now took place ; and as a token of regard for his {kill, the 
general took from his own neck a chain of gold that he wore, and placed it round 
that of the cannoneer. Excited to frefe endeavours by fo ccnfpicuous and fo valuable 
a mark of efteem, the cannoneer thundered incefiantly upon the Cafires, and with fuch 
effeft that whole columns fell before him, and the utmoft diforder prevailed in the 
enemy’s ranks, who now began to waver. The general, who faw their irrefolute ftate, 
immediately founded a charge, which was carried into effeft with fo much vigour and 
fo opportunely, that, but for a body of referve which at the critical inftant came up 
fo their fupport, the army would have been completely defeated. The fuccours brought 
made the conflict more fevere, and viftory remained long uncertain ; at length the 
Portuguefe prevailed, made themfelves makers of the field, took all the baggage 
and arms of the enemy, and with them a great number of prifoners, whom they made 
flaves. 

The Cafires, who now to their coft experienced the capacity and valour of the Por- 
tuguefe, were anxious for peace, which was granted on condition that the king fliould 
allow free accefs into his dominions for themfelves and their merchandize. This treaty, 
which lafted feme length of time, enabled the Portuguefe to become acquainted with 
the country, and explore all its rarities, among which efpecially worthy of notice is 
the^ foreft of Lnpara or the Spine of the World, fo called as well on account of its range 
which exceeds five.* leagues, as the prodigious height of its feaggy mountains, which 
with the trees that cover it tower to the region of clouds. The river Zambefe, beating 
with violence againft thefe rocks, in lapfe of time has wrought itfelf a paffage through 
the foreft, and ruffes with fuch violence over its craggy bed, that all who hitherto have 
had the temerity to attempt its courfe have been foipwrecked. 

* fiire k?g Bes > read fi ve hundred. The Spine of the World ftretches from the line in Long. 

5 ~° Greenwich to Lat 22° S. where they unite with the main ridges of Africa, and proceed to 

the Cape of Good Hope. Eng.' Tuans. r 
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In this kingdom is a fomewhat remarkable fountain called Maembe, which divide* 
itfelf into five ftreamlets, each poffeffing different degrees of warmth. Two of them are 
frefh and tepid, two other of greater warmth, and of the fifth the water is of a boiling 
heat ; yet notwithftanding thefe various temperatures, the five ftreamlets all proceed 
from one common fource *. 

Near the fort of Tet 6 f is a river the water of which, though it be fir: fcore leagues 
diftant from the fea, is fait ; but what is more extraordinary, the ftream which flows 
contiguous to the river Mangania, at more than two hundred leagues from the fea, is 
not only equally fait, but in addition poffeffes the property of petrifying wood caft into 
it. Albertus Magnus relates his having feen one fimilar in Germany : and in the 
Aftronomy of John Ceres, chap. 12, mention is made of a fountain the water itfelf of 
which changed to ftone, and congealing immediately upon leaving its fource, became 
fo hard as to be capable of refifting the fierceft heat of the dog-days. 

In Alentejo, a province of Portugal, a league diftant from a town called Avis, is a 
river which has five different beds, and which overflows its banks at very unufual 
periods of the year j for this happens during the hot weather between April and Sep- 
tember, when other ftreams are dry. In thefe months it increafes in volume as much as 
it diminifhes in winter, when from the abundance of rain that in that feafon falls in 
Portugal, other rivers fwell fo as to deluge the plains in their neighbourhood. 

In this river, moreover, another fmgular peculiarity is remarked : as long as its waters 
flow in their natural channel they differ in no refpedl from thofe of other ftreams in 
general, but when they overflow their banks they turn to ftone whatever they meet 
with in their courfe, not excepting even the grafs. And in this province, fhould the 
rainy feafon continue longer than common, or the rains be fo heavy as to inundate the 
country, and deftroy the feed in the ground, the peafants take no heed of the difafter, 
but, fure of a more abundant crop in the end, as foon as the waters difappear they fow 
again their lands, and in fix or feven weeks after their golden crops invite the fickle ; 
thus the only inconvenience they endure is the labour of a fecond lowing, for not even 
the feed is loft, as the more ample harveft makes them amends, and the fertilized 
earth brings forth its treafures fo quick as to make them on a par with thofe of their 
neighbours, who have not had their lands fubmerged, in point of the dme at which 
their crops are ripe. 


CHAP. HI. — Of the exertions made by Francis Baretto to obtain information refpeSing 
the Mines of Gold and Silver in that part of the country , in the vicinage of the river 
Cuama or Zambefe. Of the trick played him, and the utter difcomfiture of his Army. 

It is a matter of fad that this country is rich in gold and filver mines, but thefe metal* 
are not fo eafily obtained as is imagined ; for the Caffres are prohibited under penalty 
of death and the confifcation of their property from difcovering the fite of the mines, 
either to their neighbours or to thofe who pafs through their country. When a mine 
is difcovered the perfons findin g it make loud outcries to call witneffes round them, 

* Such accidental circum fiance* axe lefs extraordinary than is imagined : water, by flowing over certain 
metals, creates an effervefcence, and caloric is confequently difengaged in various proportions according to 
the nature of the metallic fubffance contained in the ore over which the water flows j where the ore is 
competent to occafion but a flight eflervefcence, the water becomes tepid ; where the fermentation is violent, 
the water is raifed to a high degree of heat. Em.. Tuns. 
f Upon the river Zambefe. 
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and cover the fpot, above ■which they place fome object to denote the fite ; and, far' 
from being fufceptible to be prevailed upon by ftrangers to point out thefe fpots, they 
avoid encountering them as much as poilible, for fear they fhould even be fufpe&ed of 
fuch a deed. 

The motive of the fovereign for enacting thefe prohibitory laws, and for exacting a 
declaration to be made to the court of all mines difcovered is, that he may take poffef- 
fion of them, and by preventing the Portuguefe from becoming matters of one portion,, 
give no room for fucceeding warfare 011 their part to feize upon the remainder. 

After Baretto had poffeffed himfelf of the gold mines of Manica in the manner we- 
have before defcribed, he diredled his courfe at the head of his forces towards the 
country through which flows the Cuama, to make himfelf matter of thofe of filver at 
Chicona, for this purpofe attending the river Cuama from Sena. On the way he 
fought with the king of the Mongas, who oppofed his paffage, and defeated him in 
feveral battles, and proceeded vi&orioufly through all the countries and kingdoms along, 
the river without finding any one powerful enough to arreft his progrefs. 

After the defeat of the fovereign of the Mongas, this prince, the moft potent of all 
the princes of this quarter, was under the necefliry of fuing for peace, which was granted' 
him. The remaining Caffres, upon this, perfe&ly difpirited and too weak to keep the 
field, abandoned their habitations and the open country, and took refuge in the woods. 
The Portuguefe, now freed of their enemies and mailers of; the country, arrived in 
fafety at Chicona, where Baretto immediately commenced his inquiries refpefting the 
pofition of the filver -mines, but he found none inclined to give him the information 
he fought ; every one concluding that if he once poffefled himfelf of thefe, the entire 
fubjugation of their country would naturally follow. However, a certain Caffre of a 
fcheming and artful difpofition refolved on attempting to impofe on Baretto, and for 
this purpofe told him that, provided he would proportion the reward to the value of 
the difcovery, he would make him acquainted with the fpots where the mines were. 
The general, highly folicitous of the information, loaded him with kindnefs, made him 
various prefents in advance, and flattered him with the expectation of ample reward 
in cafe of his fulfilling his promife. The Caffre, a complete rogue, promifed to be 
with him the next day and conduct him to the fpot, but at the fame time fignified how. 
requifite, in order to avoid fufpicion, it would be for him to return home, that he might 
depart thence by Health under covert of night to join him unfeen, and proceed thus to 
the mines, as in cafe of his attempting any thing of the kind by day he would lay 
himfelf open to the penalties of the law. By the air of probability in the ftatement, 
Baretto was perfectly duped. The Caffre, the next night, repaired to a fpot where 
was a vein of filver ore, from which he took two or three pieces of ore which he buried 
in another fpot, and thence returned to Baretto to fulfil as he faid his promife, affuring 
him he would conduct him whither he fhould find filver without much toil or trouble. 
The general did not think fit to go himfelf with the Caffre, but fent people to ac- 
company him and dig in the fpot he fhould indicate. So eager were thefe on the occa* 
fion that they paid no attention to the circumftance of the earth having been newly 
dug up, and in a little time they came to the three mafles of filver ore, buried there 
by the Caffre on the preceding night, of which intelligence was immediately given to 
Baretto, who was in raptures on the occafion j nor wonder at his joy, the double 
motive of his expedition, a thirft for glory and conqueft, and an expectation of 'en- 
riching himfelf, he thus fancied complete : When the Caffre returned, he loaded him 
anew with exprefftons of kindnefs, and what to the wily infidel was of much greater 
weight, with additional prefents far exceeding the value of the filver produced. Baretto 

was 
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was now confident of his fincerity, and dreamt of another Potofi ; but his viiions proved 
in the end mere fhadows, and he law the Caffre no more. At firft it was imagined 
he had been furprifedin his noctumal'labours and condemned to death, and already the 
general deplored' him as a man faithful to his interefts ; but upon fendin g his people 
again to the fpot where they had dug up the fiiver ere, and their long-continued toil 
in purfuit of the vein proving altogether fruitlefs, he no" longer doubted cf the ch eat 
• put upon him, but had leifure to repent that he had been fo weak as to make the Caffre 
prefents above the value cf the fiiver difeovered. 

'This fraud did not however annihilate the hopes of Earetto, who continued to pur- 
fue his fearch by means cf two hundred men whom he left at this poll, provided with 
every requifite for their fuppert, and an ample flock of ammunition. There had in- 
ftructions not to leave the place until the fite cf the mines (horrid be difeovered, while he 
himfelf with the refiiue of his forces retired upon Sena. He moreover directed the 
party left at Chiccaa to make incurfions into the woods, and hunt out the inhab itants 
who had £ed from their homes, and who keeping aloof hoped the Portuguefe would 
feel themfeives ccnftrainea to forego their defigns after confuming the provifiens they 
had with them. The event did not realife thefe expectations of the natives ; the Por- 
tuguefe had fircngly intrenched themfeives, and while they hoarded the provifions they 
poffeffed to ferve them at exigency, by following the directions of the general in pur- 
suing the fugitives in their receffes, though they encountered great refinance, they almoft: 
conftantly returned loaded with provifions and fpoil. Avaifare thus handing at 
length determined feme of thofe who had fled to the woods to come to terms with the 
Portuguefe, and among other articles they agreed as the purchafe of a ceffation of 
hoftilities to difclofe the fite of the fiiver mines. The Portuguefe, who themfeives are 
by nature fincere, were void of miftruft of any treachery on the part of the Caffres, 
though thefe had planned the treaty merely to make the invaders fall into the ambufli 
they were preparing. 

Peace being now concluded by the treaty, which ftipulated that either party fhould 
regard the other as friends, and that the Caffres fhould fumiih the Portuguefe with every 
thing neceffary towards their fupport in their intrenchments, and provide them with 
trufty guides to direQ: them in fafety to the mines, and people to affift them in working 
them ; this laft article was the firft which either party prepared to put in execution, 
but efpecially the Caffres, who fought by lulling the Portuguefe into a falfe fecurity to 
enfnare them, and appointed among themfeives for effecting their plan the very day 
they fhould proceed to the mines. The Portuguefe, who took with them on the jour- 
ney a hundred and lixty men well armed, conlequently left but forty for the defence 
of the fort. Trailing to their guides, the expedited party were led into an ambufeade 
where they had to fuftain the fire of four hundred Caffes from their covert in the 
foreft, which effe&ed the deftruction of almoft the whole of the Portuguefe detach- 
ment. The few who efcaped bore the melancholy intelligence to their comrades in 
the fort. At firft it was propofed that this fhould be evacuated, as it was much to be 
apprehended that little time could elapfe before it would be attacked, and as the 
means of refiftance to the force which they had room to expert would be employed 
againft them was very far from adequate to the maintenance of the poll j but the 
thought of flying before barbarians, the dread left a meafure of this kind fhould be 
imputed to pufilianimity and affix an indelible ftain on their.military character, induced 
many to differ from this propofal ; and their; determination refolutely to withftand die 
enemy at length prevailed with the whole, who vowed either to avenge their country- 
men on the heads of the traitors, or perifh in the attempt. 
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In the mean time the fort was melted by upwards of four thoufand CafFrcs. Yet, 
large as was their number, they did not dare to venture an affault, but contented them- 
felves with blockading the fort. At length the Poxtuguefe, having exhaufted their 
provifions, had only a choice of death left them, and refolved on that which Ihould 
be worthy of their former life ; they consequently made a fortie oh the enemy, and 
wherever their blows were dealt they carried with them deft ruction ; but overpowered 
at laft by numbers, they fell to a man, felling their lives at a rate fo dear that no blulh 
ihall ftain the cheeks of their countrymen at the remembrance of their cataftrophe. 


CHAP. IV . — Of the barbarous inhumanity of the Caff res of the vicinage of fort Tete , whs 

feed on human Jlefh ; and of the war waged with the Mumbo , who had defy oiled a 

Caffre of his foJfeJfions y who was friendly to the Portuguefe. 

13EY0ND fort Tete on the oppofite tide of the river Guama there are two nations 
of CafFres, the one denominated Mumbas , the other Zimbas or Muzimbas ; both the 
one and the other of thefe fubfift on human flelh, and for the purpofe of devouring them 
kill all they meet, whether by fea or land ; and when victims among ftrangers are 
wanting, they put to death their Haves and the aged, whom they fay are but an 
incumbrance. 

They are deftitute of religion, have neither altars, nor images, nor idols, and no 
other object of adoration but their fovereign, who ftyles himfelf Lord of Heaven and 
Earth. He on his part is fo perfuaded of poffelfing the dominion he arrogates to him- 
felf, that whether he wifhes it Ihould rain or ceafe from raining, whether folicitous of 
cooler or warmer weather, fhouli the feafons in their courfe be different from his 
Inclinations and appear to contradict his will, he madly feeks for vengeance, and im- 
pioufly as vainly fpends his rage in imprecations, and lances his arrows at the Iky. 
But, on the other hand, the anger which the prince fo fruitlefsly manifefts againft 
heaven, recoils on himfelf ; for his people, witneffing his want of controul over the 
dements, with reafon regard him as an ufurper pretending to rights which he does 
not poffefs : thus is he perpetually placed in danger, not 'only of forfeiting their opinion 
of his divine nature, and lolixig the prefents which they are accuftomed to make on 
addreffing themfelves to him to obtain what they feek from heaven, but alfo of being 
precipitated from his throne. 

The Portuguefe not only fought opportunities to eftablilh themfelves -firmly in the 
country for the promotion of their Individual interefts, they were equally anxious to 
fupport all thofe who were favourable to their caufe. In profecution of this policy, 
they elpoufed the quarrel of a Caffre oppreffed by a neighbour of greater authority, 
took up arms in his defence, under the command of the captain of Fort Tetd, and, 
cro fling the river, marched dirett upon Chicaronga, whither the ufurper on their 
putting themfelves in motion had retired. 

They no fooner arrived before than they invefted this place, and attacked it with 
fuch vigour that this Mumbo Caffre who had fix hundred men with him, was obliged 
to qtnt the place and reftore the poffeffions which he had unjuftly feized upon, to the 
friend of die Portuguefe. Thefe having effected this object returned, {hewing by their 
conduit not only that they had power to eftablilh their fuperiority, but alfo fufficient 
to maintain the caufe of thofe dependent on them, and redrefs the grievances they 
might endure from more powerful neighbours. 

This 
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This Caffre had long been accuftcmed to make incurfions on the territories of his 
neighbours, before he was attacked by the Pcrtuguefe ; and had become fo arrogant 
and cruel, that he placed over the gate of his fort the heads of all he killed, and kept 
their mangled carcafes in a large room, into which all who came to vifit him were 
introduced, as well to imprefs them with awe as to fhew that his vengeance againfl 
thofe who were his enemies did not terminate with their life, but was entailed on the 
corpfes of his victims. On the defeat of the garrifon, the Portuguefe delivered from 
their dreadful flavery a number of women and children whom this wretch kept, with 
a number of men, in pens, for the purpofe of killing and eating them in fucceflion, 
according to their general practice, and carried them with him to Fort Tete. As to the 
wretch himfelf, he faved his life by an ignominious flight. 

The example made in this inftance of the Mumbo, who loft all his property in the 
fort, was not fufficient to deter another Caffre in the vicinage of Sena from defpoiling 
one of his countrymen of his property who was befriended by the Portuguefe. This 
man fled to them, ftating that, on account of his affection for them and his efpoufing 
their caufe, he had endured the moft cruel treatment, and imploring them to reinftate 
him in the poffeffions of which he had been deprived. The perfon to whom this 
Caffre addreffed himfelf was Andre St. Jago, governor of Sena, who took him under 
his prote&ion, and promifed to fend forth a body of troop3 to countenance the en- 
treaty he fhould make that his enemy would in a friendly manner reftore what he 
had violently ufurped, and in cafe of refufal to effect by force what might be denied 
to milder meafures. 

Andre San Jago in confequence took the field at the head of his people, with two 
pieces of cannon, and advanced againfl the offending Caffre, who was called Mu- 
ximbas. On approaching the place in which he was pofled, he found him deaf to 
any friendly propofitions, and, when he regarded the ftrength of the fortifications he 
had thrown up, he repented having fo readily interfered ; and, apprehenfive the fiege 
would be of longer duration than what had before been fufpefted by him, he con- 
verted it into a blockade, awaiting fuccour, for which he lent to the commander of 
Fort Tete, Fernandez de Chares. This officer marched out to join him at the head 
of as ftrong a detachment as he could fpare, but, regarding the enemy with whom they 
had to combat as unworthy of their attention, they proceeded in {haggling and de- 
tached parties, without order, and without the precaution of fending forth fcouts. 
The troops of their antagonifl which kept the field, obferving this neglect of difcipline, 
placed themfelves in ambufh in a wood through which they had to pafs, and while yet 
in the fame diforder attacked them. The commander of Fort Tete and his foldiers, 
after {hewing the utmofl bravery, became the vi&ims of their own imprudence and neg- 
lect, and fell to a man. The barbarous conquerors, not content with the lives of 
their enemies, mangled the carcafes of the dead, from which they cut all the limbs and 
head, leaving nothing but the trunk ; after this they fecretly entered the fort. When 
they had joined their companions there, they publilhed the defeat of the enemy by beat 
of drum and ffiouts of exultation. The noife fomewhat furprized Andre de San Jago, 
but his aftoniffiment redoubled when he beheld the troops of Muximbas marching in 
triumph on the ramparts, each carrying a limb cut from the enemy, and on the end 
of a pike the head of the governor of Fort Tete. At a fight fo melancholy, and 
which deprived him of all hope of fuccour, he was greatly affli&ed, and determined on 
a filent retreat ; but Muzimbas, apprifed of his intention, fell upon the Portuguefe 
unexpectedly, and completely cut to pieces the rear-guard, killing the commander, 
who on news of the attack had flown to render them affiftance, and who preferred fharing 

death 
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‘ ,<ieath •with his brave men to furviving in a country where nothing but his unfortunate 
defeat could be prefent to his imagination. 

The Portuguefe on this occafion likewife loft Father Nicolas de Rofario, a monk of 
the order of Santo Domingo, who had accompanied the army to fay mafs and admi- 
aiifter the facraments ; but the manner of death of this good father was fo cruel, that 
it may be regarded as a kind of martyrdom ; for after tying him to a tree, and exer- 
•cifing on his body what the moft infamous and brutal paffions alone could fuggeft,_they 
killed him by repeated wounds. Muzimbas, defir ous on this occafion of fignalizing 
himfelf, put on the clerical drefs of the monk, and bearing in one' hand the chalice 
and in the other a fpear, marched thus at the head of his troops, who each bore one 
or other of the members of the Portuguefe they had killed, which they ate at a feaft 
.given in honour of their victory : this took place in 1592. 

• The fucceeding year Don Pedro de Soufa, governor of Mozambico, attempted to 
revenge the death of Andre de San Jago, and the death of his troops ; but he was un- 
fortunate in his expedition, and obliged to retreat, lofing by the way the major part 
of his rear-guard, which was utterly defeated by Muzimbas, and leaving all his 
baggage and cannon to the conqueror, rendered {till more arrogant and vain by this 
additional fuccefs. After this Don Pedro de Soufa formed an army confifting of 
upwards of fifteen hundred Caffres and two hundred Portuguefe, with which he crofted 
the river to lay fiege to Muzimbas. On this occafion he inverted the town in form, 
and caufed it to be attacked at feveral points, at each of which however he met with 
an equally obftinate refiftance ; and the Caffre moreover, by raifing epaulements, 

' fheltered his men in fuch a manner that they were very little incommoded by the artillery 
of the Portuguefe. Thefe at length determined on carrying the place by affault, and 
in furtherance of this plan filled the ditch with fafcines, and pufhed their lines for- 
ward to the very foot of the counterfcarp, where they made a lodgement to cover 
themfelves from the fallies of the befieged ; but the enemy threw fuch abundance of 
hot water and boiling oil on the Caffr-s, who were naked, that the major part of 
them were difpirited; and in addition to this annoyance, they made fuch profit- 
able life of certain machines of iron which they ufe for the defence of towns, 
and which, being projected with ftrength and precifion, carry death wherever they 
ftrike, that the Portuguefe and the Caffres with them loft the whole day in attempts 
of no avail ; at length they founded a retreat in order to drefs the wounded and bury 
their dead. 

On the fucceeding day the general renewed the affault and eredted gabions which 
commanded the ramparts of the Zimbas. From this pofition the mufquetry annoyed 
the enemy fo feverely, that they at length offered to capitulate ; but while the articles 
•were preparing, Muzimbas, as excellent a politician as a warrior, availed himfelf of a 
ftratagem which obliged the Portuguefe to raife the fiege. He counterfeited a number 
of letters from the women of Mozambico and Sena, reprefenling to their hufbands in 
the army of Don Pedro, that their perfohs were in extreme peril, owing to infurreftions 
t hat had taken place in thofe two towns ; and conjuring them, if they valued either their 
lives or thofe of their children, who were in danger of reverting to their priftine flavery, 
(the Caffres threatening to deftroy both towns), to return to their homes. In thefe let- 
ters themoft endearing expreffions were ufed ; and the fuperior claims of kindred and 
affeQion to thofe of mere friendfhip and attachment to the Portuguefe in a caufe which 
muft take long time to bring to iffue were ftrongly infilled upon. They ftated, that 
while they were profecuting a fiege, which, from the excellent troops and numerous 
refources of Muzimbas, muft neceffarily be long procraftinated, they were at the crifis 

of 
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of their fate, and that delay might render their affairs irretrievable. The fubflance of 
thefe letters being fpread through the camp, the Caffres represented to their commander 
the neceflity of flying to the defence of their property and families, promifing at the 
fame time, after avenging themfelves of their enem'es, to return and Signalize them- 
felves in his fervice. Don Pedro de Soufa, who had no means of enforcing obedience 
nor of preventing their abandoning him, was fain to allow their departure ; and hav- 
ing now but two hundred men left with him, determined on railing the liege. Muzim- 
bas, however, who reckoned much on the fuccefs of his ftratagem, and had alreadv 
prepared his meafures, caufed the rear of the Portuguefe to be attacked in a narrow de- 
file, and, cutting it in pieces, and making himfelf mailer of all the baggage and arrilierv, 
returned triumphant to his fortrefs. 

Still placing a due value on the prowefs of the Portuguefe, Muzimbas refolved to 
prevent the renewal of a war which might terminate in his ruin, deprecated the refent- 
ment of the Portuguefe, and entered into treaty for peace ; the articles of which, after 
much difpute, were concluded, Muzimbas agreeing to reftore the ufurped pofleffions- 
of the Cadre, which had originated the war, to the right owner. 


CHAP. V . — The Army of Muzimbas being augmented to Fifteen thsufend Men, hs ob- 
tains pojfefjion of ths Ifland Oititoa by means of information- given him by a Moor T 
whom be caufes to be pumjhed according to his deferts. 

THE Portuguefe, thunder-llruck at the fevere check their forces had received, now 
occupied themfelves in placing their army on fuch a footing as Ihould enable them to 
take fignal vengeance for the treachery which Muzimbas had ufed in furprifing their 
men on raifing the fiege of his fortrefs. But this wary enemy, forefeeing their inten- 
tions, made new levies, and by holding out to his fubjects and neighbours, that the 
object of life with brave men Ihould be the acquifition of glory, and the rendering 
themfelves formidable upon earth, by flattering them with fuccefs, and above all with 
a rich booty, he fucceeded in caufing many to take up arms, and this the more readily 
from the Caffres, an idle race, in general preferring the eafe and plenty ufually attend- 
ant on a warlike life to the toil of peaceful occupations. "With his firft levies he made 
incurfions on the territories of his neighbours, whofe wives and children were killed 
and eaten, or made flaves by his troops, and by his numbers, and by his depre- 
dations, he fpread fuch general conftemation, that the chief of the inhabitants con- 
tiguous to his poffeffions, to efcape'fimilar injuries, and that they might participate 
in the fpoil of others, flocked to join his ftandard in fuch numbers, that he fo un d 
himfelf at length at the |ead of an army of fifteen thoufand men, unreftri&ed by 
difeipline from any licentioufnefs whatfoever, provided they continued faithful to his 
orders. 

This ambitious character, feeing that every thing gave way before him, determined 
on laying fiege to the ifland Quitoa*, trailing he Ihould readily obtain poffeffion of it, 
and intending to give it up to pillage, the more to attach his troops and render them, 
hearty in his fervice. No fooner had he conceived the defign, than he haftened to put 
it in execution ; but the tide being too high to admit of his embarking his troops, he 
contented himfelf with wafting the country adjacent to the ifland, clofing all communi- 
cation. between the ifland and the main, and commencing a blockade. The inhab itants 

* Between the mouths of the rivers Quitoa and Quifima, north of Cape Del Gudp. Bsc. Tuw- 
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who defended the place were foon made acquainted with the intentions of Muzimbas, to 
whofe dominion they were adverfe, and which they were refolved on avoiding at the peril 
.of their lives ; but a moor who was among them, calculating the hazard of a warfare with 
this chief, refolved on facrificing to his own fafety and fortune both the lives and liber- 
ties of his countrymen. In this view he fwam acrofs the arm of the fea which feparated 
them from the army of Muzimbas, to whom he caufed to be communicated, that he 
had a fecret of importance to impart, which concerned materially his prefent intentions : 
■this was fufficient to infure his introdudion ; Muzimbas was anxious to fee him, and 
ordered him inftantly to be uihered to his prefence. When before him, after a low 
bow he addreffed him in the following terms : “ I prefent myfelf before you, great 

general, who are the firfl conquero,r of this country, and who fo well deierve to be 
“ its mafter. Apprifed of your intention of turning your arms againft the ifland Quitoa 
“ where I reTide, and apprehenfive the refiftance of the forces it contains, which are 
« determined to defend the ifland, might retard its conqueft and the pleafure I fliould 
“ feel at becoming your fubjed, I have encountered the dangers of the fea- to offer you 
“ my fervice with heart and hand, and to lay open to you a way by which the ifland 
“ may be entered, as it is not equally well protected on all fides, and efpedally as on 
<e thofe where it is prefumed you mean to make your attacks ; and as I am well fatis- 
tc fied, by following my inltructions, that you will fpeedily make yourfelf mafter of the 
xt ifland, I entreat protedion for myfelf and all belonging tome, in our perfonsand our 
K property, which latter I leave to your generofity to augment at pleafure when you 
<e lhall be our fovereign.” 

Muzimbas, highly gratified by this offer, received the traitor with much kindnefs, 
promifed him all he required, and even greater recompenfe than his moft ardent expec- 
tations led him to anticipate. The enterprize was carried into effect under favour of 
night, when the Moor placed himfelf at the head of the troops, and guided them to the 
fecret pafs in perfect fafety. So ftill was the march, that the fentinels, who did not ex- 
ped an attack in this direction, were plunged in fieep, and confxgned to death, together 
with more than three thoufand inhabitants, who ferved the cannibals for food during 
the pillage of the town. 

Such was the ravage and fuch were the exceffes committed by the army in Quitoa, that 
the whole population was exterminated, and the only family left was that of the traitor who 
bad introduced the enemy, and who flattered .himfelf with receiving an ample fortune. 
Muzimbas, who knew how to proportion his rewards to the merit of fervices received, 
felicitous of delaying no longer thofe which the Moor had earned, caufed him at 
length to be fummoned to his' prefence. The traitor now expeded nothing lefs than 
that he fliould be appointed governor of the place, and loaded with gifts j he con- 
fequently colle&ed the whole of his family to he witnefs of his glory, and of che fecurity 
and opulence its different members were about to acquire. 

Approaching Muzimbas they fell at his feet, imploring his favour and protedion, 
and enlarging on the good fortune of the Moor, their relative, who had been enabled 
to afliil his righteous caufe, they entreated him in the humbleft manner to regard them 
as the moft faithful among his fubjeds. On this Muzimbas, in whom nature had 
implanted fentiments of honour as well as a cruel difpofition, who, like Alexander, 
cottid hug the treafon while he abhorred the traitor, call a terrible look upon them, and 
addreflmg the Moor, faid : £! Leam, wretch, learn hence, that a conqueror like me 
“ may avaiL himfelf of the perfidy of traitors like yourfelf, but is incapable of coun- 
<{ tenanting or rewarding it. In courfe of time I fhould, by the valour and intrepidity 
“ of niy army, have fucceeded in my objed, without haying recourfe to the fuccour I 
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** derived from you, and which I merely accepted to fpare the blood of my foldiers. 
tc The advantage of having by your means obtained on our part a bloodlefs viflory has 
“ hitherto remained my refentment at your treafon : you have had a breathing time ; 
“ it is fit .now that I fliould manifeft my indignation and horror at fuch a monfter $ I 
“ condemn you therefore together with your family to be call into the fea, efteeming 
“ all of you alike unworthy to ferve as a meal for my foldiers, fearing left the perfidy 
“ of your nature lhould have communicated a venomous quality to your flefh and blood.” 
Thefe words were pronounced by Muzimbas with fo much vehemence and paffion, 
that the guards about him, whom he directed to put his will in execution, immediately 
followed his orders, and gave the bodies of the whole to the waves. 

After the deftruftion of Quitoa, and the death of him who had precipitated if not 
occafioned its ruin, Muzimbas marched againft the ifland Mombaza, which he conceived 
incapable of refilling his arms : but the Turks, who fufpected his intentions, had previous 
to his arrival difpatched four galleys with fuccours for its relief, and by means of this 
were enabled to arreft his progrefs, and prefent on the different occafions of their join- 
ing battle a very formidable front. 

In the mean time a fleet belonging to thePortuguefe accidentally arrived off Mombaza ; 
thofe on board, till their arrival, having no intelligence of what was paffing. They 
profited by the circumftances of the .time, and fucceeded in beating the one and refill- 
ing the other j for they defeated and captured the galleys of the Turks, and entered 
Mombaza viftorioufly in view of the army of Muzimbas on the oppofite bank of the 
river. This chief, unable to comprehend by what means fuccefs fo complete and fo 
prompt could have been obtained, exclaimed that the Portuguefe were truly the gods 
both of fea and land ; and thenceforth he fought their alliance and friendfliip. This 
exploit was effedted by the brave general Thomas de Soufa. 

Shortly after, a treaty of peace was concluded between the Portuguefe and Muzimbas, 
to whom the former gave up the town of Mombaza, which he laid in ruins. Afterwards 
he proceeded againft the capital of Melinda, which he reckoned upon taking with eafe ; 
but a fuccour of three thoufand men having been thrown into the place by certain Caffres 
called Molfequiosy Muzimbas, who had already effedted a lodgment on one of the 
baftions, was repulfed. Encouraged by this fuccefs, the garrifon made a felly, and com- 
pletely overthrew the army of Muzimbas ; the major part being put to the fword, a 
fmall veftige only fucceedmg in reaching their homes by difperfing in every diredfion, 
and thus avoiding the fury of the Caffres. 


CHAP. VL — The Moors of the JJland St. Lawrence , as well as thofe cf Mozamhico % 

rebel againjl the Portuguefe. 

THE ifland of St. Lawrence is fituate oppofite to that Ethiopia of which I have already 
given a defcription j it is three hundred leagues in length by eighty in breadth, and is 
feparated from the main by a channel fixty leagues broad at its narroweft part. It was 
discovered in 1 506 by the expedition under the command of that famous captainTriftun de 
Cunha onits paffage to the Indies, and the firft landing happening on the anniverfary of the 
martyrdom of St. Lawrence, it received his name, though previoufly it was called by the 
inhabitants Madagafcar. This country abounds in all kinds of vegetables, rice, millet, 
and a great variety of roots fo pleafant to the taile as to form a principal part of the food 
of the inhabitants through great part of the year j here alfo are feen a number of orange 
and lemon trees, and abundance of fugar canes. 
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During the government of George de Meneffes in Mofambico, the Moors rofe 
againft the Portuguefe, and refufed any longer to admit them into their ports, Hating, 
they hindered them from difpofmg of the growth of their own foil ; this, however, was 
merely a pretest to oblige the Chriftians, againft whom their hatred was implacable, to 
leave the country. 

George de Meneffes, who knew of the reluctance of the Moors to their fettling in this 
country, notwithftanding this reluctance determined on eftablifning a fettlement- of the 
Fortuguefe j and caufmg a veffel of war to be well manned and equipped, failed diredt ' 
to the ifland with the intention of waging war with them in cafe the Moors fhould oppofe 
his views and deny a refidence in the country, or the freedom of commerce to the 
Portuguefe ; and determining to place a factor there with ten foldiers and two monks 
to adminifter the Sacrament to them. 

The Moors, intimidated by the arrival of this fhip, attempted to excufe their rebellion, 
and pretended that the fomenters of it had been rigcroufly punifhed, as a*proo£ of their 
defire of living on a friendly footing with the Portuguefe. Thefe however, not trufting 
to their profellions, propofed to leave, as they had planned, a fniail garrifon behind them. 
Before their departure, however, fome mifunflerftanding taking place among the foldiers 
of which the garrifon was compofed, they feverally embarked and returned to Mozam- 
bico, leaving on the ifland Father Thomas alone, a monk of the order of Santo Do. 
mingo. 

Immediately after the failing of this veffel an Arab (hip arrived from Mecca, the 
crew of which, on hearing of the aflumed fovereignfy of the Portuguefe over the inhabit, 
ants, took vengeance on Father Thomas, who had remained and occupied himfelfin 
preaching the gofpel. They confequently, in a beverage which they prdented, ad. 
miniftered poifon to him ; he fufpected indeed their bad intentions, but drank the 
draught in perfect refignation to the Almighty will, and quickly after experienced its 
mortal effeSrs. 

The Portuguefe, affected at the treatment the good Father experienced from his 
treacherous hofts, and juftly offended with them, refolved on avenging, with their own, 
the cauie of Heaven ; they accordingly returned the next year to the ifland and laid it 
wafte, afterwards failing back to Mozanibico, where they .had fcarcely arrived before a 
veffel from Mecca was Clip wrecked on their coaft, and afforded them anew objed of 
plunder. 

1 his year was fertile in treachery, the Moors ading with perfidy towards the Portu- 
guefe in one of the iflands contiguous to that of Comoro, which ferves as a retreat. 
for all the outcalls and fcoundrels of the country. 

. George Meneffes, governor of Mozambico, fenta veffel to this ifland of Mazabangen, 
for the purpofe of taking in refrefhments ; but the captain, deeming it imprudent to 
venture on landing without firft fending intimation of his defign to the king of the 
jfland^difpatched for the purpofe two Moors acquainted with the language of thecoun- 
try, with orders to requeft periuifiion to land, and to ftate that the vefiel was from. 
Portugal, and that they looked for nothing but what they meant to pay for. The king,., 
who profeffed amity, promifed to fumifh them with whatever they might require, and 
cbfervea that his fubjects as well as himfelf would feel themfelves happy in fupplying 
them with what their means afforded, as he regarded the Portuguefe as their good 
friends and allies. 

. l bs Fortuguefe were gratified at meeting with fo courteous a reception ; at the 'feme 
feme they kept themfelves on iheir guard againft furprife on the part of people, on whofe 
auacenty and conduit they had little ground of reliance. Nor were they in- the wrong ■ 

in 
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in this caution, as was proved by the event ; for they leamt by a young man belonging 
to the ifland, who fwara to their flip, that ihcrtiy after the departure of their mefiengers, 
the king gave directions to his people, immediately upon their landing, to fail upon 
the Portuguefe, feize their ftip, and by fuch an example deter the Chriftinns from 
again venturing to his ifland. 

The people on board the {hip differed in opinion refp eating the degree of credit to 
be given to the teftimony of this naan, feme looking upon it as a mere invention, and 
regarding him in the light cf a fpy ; they therefore kept him on beard : bur, in order 
to remove their doubts, they fent afitore a felucca, and had ample reafon to repent 
their incredulity, for part of the craw were murdered, the reft exaping merely by 
throwing themfelves into the fta. The Portuguefe were anxious that the fame man 
who had come on board fhouid return to the ifland, that he might continue to give 
them information reflecting what was palling there ; but, feparate from his dificckaa- 
tion to incur the danger he foould in trufting himfelf again in their hands, he was as 
much averfe from his countrymen as he was partial to the Chriftians, the number of 
whom he fhortly after increafed, becoming a member of the order of Santo Domingo, 
among the Fathers of which order he lived in a very exemplary manner for many 
years. 


CHAP. VII. — Of the three f courges with which God afUcled the Ethiopians. — Of the 
Ufes to which Manna and Cocoa are put , and where they are found. 

THE cruelties. exerdfed by Muzimbas, occafioned him to be efteemed one of the 
fcourges of God, who ultimately punilhed this prince with the annihilation of his army; 
for he fent fuch iminenfe flights of locufls into the country, that when on the wing they 
darkened the day ; and when they alighted they devoured fo completely all the flowers 
of the field and every defeription of verdure, even to the roots, that the earth feemed 
as if ravaged with fire : the confequence was, fo great a fcarcity of grain and com 
throughout the whole of Ethiopia, that a general famine prevailed. 

The Caflres fold their children for a meafure of millet, and even delivered them- 
felves up to flavery, that they might have wherewithal to eat ; and thole whofe circum- 
ftances were mean, waged war with the others for the purpofe of devouring them*. , 

The 

* Hiftory fumilhes many melancholy examples of the extremes to -which different nations have occafion- 
ally been reduced by famine, but among the moil afflicting of thefe inftances, no one perhaps exceeds that 
which is related as the refult of the failure of the overflowing of the Nile, in the year of the Hejira 597, 
commencing in October 1200. The horrible pi&ure is given by Abd-AUatif, an Arabian phytician of 
great efteem, whofe valuable work reflecting Egypt has been drefTed in feveral of the languages of Europe, 
and has lately, with notes which difplay unbounded patience and toil, and at the fame time the deepeft 
erudition, been publiftied anew, through the-medium of the imperial prefe at Paris, by M. SylvefterdeSacy, 
under the title of “ Relation de l’Egypte par Abd-AUatif, Paris 1810.” The narrative, as it will in all 
probability be new to the Englilh reader, as it affords a curious fpecimen of the Arab ftyle of that period, 
is of undoubted truth, and prefents a picture, however horrible, yet fo highly extraordinary, is in part fub- 
joined. 

“ In this Sate of things, the year 597 (beginning Odlober 12001) announced itfelf as a monfier whofe 
“ fury was about to annihilate all the refources cf life, and every means of fubiutence. All hope of a 
“ rifing of the Nile was abandoned, and, in confequence, the price of every article of produce was increafed 
“ conflderably ; the provinces were parched with drought ; the inhabitants forefaw inevitable fcarcity ; and 
“ the dread of famine occafioned much tumult. Thofe who dwelt in the country withdrew to the chief 
“ towns of the provinces ; many among them emigrated to Syria, Magreb, Hedjrz, and Yemen, where 
“ they difperfed themfelves in every direction, as formerly the children of Saba. Infinite multitudes fought 
“ refuge in the cities of Mifr and Cairo, where to the moff frightful dearth was joined as terrible a mor- 
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The Iaft plague was the fmall-pox 5 which carried off thofe whom famine and the 
fword had fpared, for none who were affli&ed with this deftru&ive malady efcaped. 

ff tality : for, on the fun entering the condellation of the Ram (March 1201), the atmofphere became in- 
“ fedted, and apedilential and deftnnStive contagion began to be manifeft. The poor, darving with hunger, 
fC fatisfied its cravings with the vileft refufe— dogs, human carcafes, and carrion, nay even the very* excre- 
(C ments of man and animals. They went even further, and devoured young children. It was not unufual 
u to furprife individuals with infants roafted or boiled. The captain of the city guard caufed to be burnt 
<e alive thofe perfons who were guilty of thefe crimes, ^as well as thofe detected in eating fuch meat. 

I myfelf faw a fmall infant roafted, in a bafket It was carried before the proved, together with a 
u man and woman, faid to be the parents of the child : the provoft condemned them to the flake, 

«< When the poor fird began to feed on human flefli, the horror and wonder excited by fuch unufual 
** repafts, occafioned it to be the theme of converfation every where; but afterwards people were fo 
« accuftomed to it, and indeed conceived fo much liking for thefe deteflable viands, that they became a 
« general and common food, were eaten as a treat, and ftore of them was kept for future need : different 
u modes of curing and cooking fuch meat were invented ; and the cuftom once introduced in the city, 

« fpread to the provinces, fo that no part of Egypt remained in which fuch practices were uncommon. 

“ Wonder at fuch a refource now ceafed ; the horror it firft infpired entirely vanished ; and it was no 
** longer fpoken of other than as an indifferent and ordinary matter.” 

After a recital of many {hocking examples of individuals laying in wait to deftroy children and others 
incapable of defence, that they might fupport nature by fuch unnatural yet only remaining means; of mothers 
devouring their children ; hufbands and wives their companions, and children their parents ; of which cafes 
he was moldy an eye-witnefs, Abd-Allatif proceeds : 

tl One matter we (hall notice for its having been frequently before us : At Mifr, at Cairo, and in the 
(< neighbouring towns, wherever we turned our Heps, the eye was perpetually difgufted with the afflicting 
w fcene of a corpfe, or an individual at the laft gafp, and oftentimes of numbers in this condition. At 
<f Cairo efpecially, the dead daily carried to the place of fepulchre were from one to five hundred. At 
“ Mifr the ravage of death was without bounds, and defied calculation ; the dead were not buried ; the 
living contented themfelves with calling them without the walls : nay, towards the end, the furvivors 
** were too few to be able even to remove the corpfes which were feen lying in the fquares, in the paffages 
“ between the houfes and the fhops, and even on the floors in the houfes. And oftentimes by the fide 
K of a body hanging in ftrips, were feen a cook, a butcher, and people of fimilar profefiions. 

“ Of the burghs and villages, all the inhabitants perifhed, except thofe who had been able to remove to 
other parts. Scarcely, even from, this datement can be excepted the capitals of provinces and the larger 
€e villages; for example Kous, AfchmouneYn, Mahalleh, and others of fimilar magnitude ; and in thefe even 
** the number of furvivors was extremely fmall. Oftentimes a traveller patted through a confiderable 
village without finding a Angle perfon alive : the houfes he faw all open, and in them only the corpfes 
of thofe by whom they had been inhabited flretched on the floor oppofite to each other, fome in a ftate 
“ of corruption, and others but newly dead ; and frequently moveables abounded, with none to claim 
f< poffefiion, 

**** 46 The road from Egypt to Syria, by the tedimony of numerous witneffes, refembled an immenfe 
tf field fown with corpfes, or rather a field through which the reaper had palled; it had become, as it 
“ were, a banqueting houfe for birds and beads, which preyed upon their flefh ; and the dogs, which 
u thefe emigrants had made the partners of their flight, were the firft to devour their bodies. 

**** ic People of free condition were fold. * # * A young girl might be purchased for a few pieces of 
** filver. I myfelf was offered two maidens, not yet of the age of puberty, for a fingle piece of gold ; 
tf and on another occafion T faw two females, one of them yet a maid, whom the cryer offered for fale for 
€t eleven pieces of filver. One woman alfo came to me and propofed to fell me her own daughter, of 
“ fome beauty and ft ill a girl, for five pieces of filver. On my reprefenting that fuch traffic was contrary 
ft to law, * Take her then/ fhe exclaimed, c as a free gift/ 

*** « Villages which before contained a population of ten thoufimd, now became fo many deferts, in 
tc which at times a few draggling beings might be found, and in which at others not one, could be 
€i feen. The major part of the city Mifr was wholly depopulated : the houfes on the canal, the ftreet of 
er the Pond,, Maks, Haleb, and the neighbouring places were entirely depeopled, though previoufly there 
u was not one of thefe fuburbs but in population might v‘e with cities. At Cairo, even the palaces, 
•‘ houfes, and {hops in the bed quarters of the city, and in its very heart, are mod of them tenantlefs 
* r ,aai Start ; to fuch extent indeed, that in one of the mod thickly peopled parts there is an hotel con- 
<K fi dbag of fifty lodgings, in which, if four be excepted, the whole are empty, and thefe four are tenanted 
“ merely by perfons to preferve the hc.tri. The inhabitants of this once great city at the prefent time ufe 
<( no other wood for fuel for their kitchens and ovens than the timber of the roofs of houfes, door- 
** pofts, and fences/* * BookIL Chap, 2. Page 360 to 374 .— Eng. Trans*. 


The 
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The pofirion of the ifland Mozambico is detrimental to the vifion of the inhabitants ; 
for, from the inftant the fun fets till it rifes the fucceeding morn they diftinguilh nothing, 
becoming as it were blind till the great eye of the world re-illuminating the earth dif- 
perfes darknefs and reftores them fight ; what however is remarkable, this accident is 
peculiar to this ifland, for out of it the human fight is not fubject to this extraordinary 
eclipfe *. 

In the ifland Delgado, fertile and productive of almoft every thing, manna, formed of 
the dew from heaven, falls on certain trees, on which it is found in maffes in a con- 
gealed' ftate, like but not equally hard as fugar-candy. 

The inhabitants lay up for their confumption a confiderable flock of this article, 
and fell a ftill greater quantity, as on their part they are unacquainted with any other 
medicine, ufing it as a purgative ; to their knowledge of its aperient property are we 
indebted for its iutroduftion into the materia medica of Europe. 

With refpect to the manner in which the cocoa nut is produced, authors feem to 
differ : fome imagine it the fruit of a tree which grows at the bottom of the ocean, 
which is only detached by the afiion of the water in great tempefts, and afterwards 
call on different fhores by the waves. 

Others again efteem it to grow on a kind of palm-tree, of terreftrial and not fub- 
marine production, the branches of which extend wide, and preferve its fruit in fuch 
a perfect ftate as to make it the moft efteemed and ufeful upon earth, its flefh being 
favoury and the water of it fo delightful that our fineft liquors fcarcely can enter into 
competition. 

When the cocoa has attained its full fize, it is large as a man’s head, efpecially when 
encompaffed in its external coat ; a coat fimilar to our chefnuts in its pofition, but of 
different texture. From the fibres of this outward coat, facking is made, fails, and cover- 
ings for houfes ; beneath this coat is a texture of filaments of finer quality, of which 
linen is made, and cordage and cables for flapping j and under this is the fhell of the 
cocoa, of confiderable hardnefs, which is ufed for firing, and its finer parts for bead? 
for rofaries and other works. 

After this fliell is taken off, the fruit appears, which differs from our Michaelmas 
peach only in colour, being of the fame fize, but extremely white, and of moft de- 
licious flavour. 

Within the hollow nut is a fweet liquor, as refrefliingly cool in its nature as the nut 
itfelf is heating. When it is wiflied to extract this water without breaking the nut, a 
hole is bored through the top of it, at one of three indents which prefent the fimilitude 
of a monkey’s countenance. Individuals, anxious for the prefervation of the fliell, 
either as a curiofity, or for the ufe to which it is applicable, faw it through the middle, 
and make cups of it to drink out of. What is remarkable, this fruit continues per- 
fectly freih and good as long as the liquor within is retained ; but when it lofes this, it 
becomes dry and good for nothing,* 

* The former part of this ftatement is correct ; within the torrid zone the twilight is fcarcely percep- 
tible, owing to the promptitude with which the fun paffes the few degrees requisite before the refrzftion. 
of its rays ceafes, when dark night begins. This Angularity, to an individual coming from higher latitudes, 
where the twilight is always of longer duration, and of unremitted continuance during part of the year, 
never fails of exciting notice within the tropics. The afiertion that the fudden fucceffion of darknefs ta 
light is not experienced out of the ifland of Mozambico, is no otherwife to be accounted for than_ by 
fuppofing the author meant to fay, inftead of “ out,” north of the ifland and without the tropics ; efpecially 
as at Soiala he muft have obferved the fame appearances , — E x g . Trans. 


CHAP. 
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£HAP. VUE. — Of the Mode of taking Elephants ; and an Account of a Hunter ivho died 

upon one he had killed , . 

THE number of elephants in this country is prodigious, fo much fo indeed that the 
inhabitants are obliged to purfue and make frequent hunting ccurfes after them, to 
preferve from their ravage the lands they fow with rice and millet, in which lands 
thefe animals generally commit great wafte ; when, however, the chace is inadequate to 
the fufficient reduction of the elephants, fnares are made for them, after the fame - 
manner as in different parts of the Continent is done for wolves ; when a Caffre dii- 
covers that an elephant has fallen into his toils, he affembles his friends and relatives, 
that they may partake of the fport and confequent feaft. 

Had not the Caffres the inducement for purfuing the elephant, which arifes from 
the neceffity. of protefting their property, they would yet have fufficient in the be- 
nefit they derive from their capture, feeing its fiefh ferves them for food, and its 
teeth are an objeft of confiderable traffic. Indeed with them the elephant is efteemed 
of great value ; fo much, that one being obtained perfectly white, many princes of 
the furrounding country waged war for the poffeilion of the valuable animal ; but 
it was ultimately adjudged to the lord of the foil on which it was taken, as a ma- 
norial right. 

The Caffres, aware of the rilk incurred in hunting elephants, endeavour commonly 
to come upon them when they ileep, which they are enabled to do on account of 
their difcovering themfelves by their fnoring fo loud as to be heard all over the country ; 
when, getting as near to them as they are able, they lance a javelin into their body $ 
this awakening them, ofcafions, in proportion to their agitation, a lefs or greater effufion 
of blood, and oftentimes their death ; for they frequently fall upon the javelin, which 
in confequence is plunged deeper into their bodies. Many authors defcribe a different 
mode of taking this animal : according to thefe, the elephant after it has paffed three 
years old never lies down to Ileep, but leans in taking repofe againft a tree, the trunk 
of which at this time is cut near'the root, and the tree in falling encumbers and kills 
the elephant. Were fuch the truth, ivory would be ftill dearer than it is, and far more 
rare ; for the danger of this mode of hunting would deter many who now purfue the 
animal in view of enriching themfelves with its fpoils. 

Two Caffres happening once to wound as many elephants but very flightly, were,- 
on account of the fail of night, unable to follow the trace of them ; the next day they 
returned to the chace in hopes of finding them dead ; but their wounds not being con- 
fiderable, they had traverfed a great diftance, -and were tracked by their blood : the 
hunters at length difcovered them, one of thefe elephants had gone into a river, and 
with its trojik was throwing water over the other, this was lying on the bank, and in 
confequence the huntfmen concluded it was dead. Approaching now fomewhat nearer 
than was prudent, to the living one in the -water, this elephant feized one of the two 
hunters with his trunk, and call him with fuch violence on the body of the dead elephant 
as to deprive him of life, thus avenging the death of his comrade by that of the perfon 
by whom, it was occaiioned. 

Hiftoryis fall of fimilar anecdotes, which prove that this animal, though buried in 
matter, poffefles reafon in a fuperior degree to any other upon earth. 

It is related, that at Goa, a capital city in the Indies, there was an elephant nick- 
named Fence (or the fot) on account of its predilection for wine. It was accuftomed 

5 to 
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The viceroy of the ladies, in the year 1600, fent as a prefent to the king of Spain 
an elephant which readily comprehended whatever was faid to it in the Italian and Por- 
tuguefe languages ; at lead it never refund any thing required of it in either of thofe 
tongues ; it appeared fond of mutic, and would beat time to a tune with its trunk ; 
and whenever its guide, defirous of teaching it any thing, fcolded this elephant or 
espreffed uiifatisfaci’on, one might perceive a fenfibiiity in it, and that it was affected, 
by the reproaches it received, and un-eafy till its mailer feemed to be reconciled. 


HISTORY OJ EASTERN ETHIOPIA- 

BOOK HI, 

Of THE ISLANDS OFF THE COAST 0? MELINDA ; THE WARS OF THE FOP.TtTGETESE 
WITH THE MOORS i AND THEIR SUCCESSES, AS WELL IN FIGHTING WITH THESE,. 
AS THE TURKS, WHO CAME TO THEIR ASSISTANCE. 


CHAP. I. — Of the I/lands off the Coajt of Melinda : Pimbo, Lamo, Patta ; their Re- 
bellion againfi the Portuguefe , and the Manner in which they were pir.ifhed. 

AFTER having in the former books fpoken of the major part of that Ethiopia 
which begins at Cape Carrientes, and extends to Cape Delgado, (a fpace of more than 
three hundred leagues, all of which is comprifed within the jurifdi&ion of the Cap- 
taincy General of Mozambico), I fhall elefe the hiftory of the continent with an account' 
of the countries and kingdoms extending from Cape Delgado to Egypt and the Red 
Sea, which form the limits of this Ethiopia ; and, refuming the thread of this hiftory, 
take a tour through the iflands of the coaft of Melinda, and fpeak of the kings of 
this part of the world who are tributary to the Portuguefe. 

The captain of Mozambico, the mailer of all this country, oftentimes purchafes 
dearly the honour of governing it, having to preli.de over nations differing in manners 
no Icfs than in language. 

On th e north is the extenlive kingdom of the Munitaigi, compofed of pagans and 
favages, who pay tribute to their fovereign of confiderable amount, and proportioned 
to the revenue they derive from their gold mines in the kingdom of Gorage. 

Thefe people are univerfally forcerers, and fo well comprehend the art and pra£tice 
of witchcraft that they are capable of flaying even the activity of fire, voluntarily throw- 
ing themfelves into the midft of a burning pile without receiving the llighteft injury, 
and all the while converting with thofe round the pyre,, thus clearly evincing the in- 
efScacy of the flames to confume them. 

This kingdom is environed by many others belonging to Prefter John, * denominated 
by his fubje&s Azeque, a word commenfurate with Emperor. 

* The Emperor of AbySinia, it is well known, was long diftinguifhed by the title of Prefer John. The- 
origin of this title has been varioully given, and many abfurd opinions of its etymology haTe been publifbed. 
According to Bruce, it is derived from the common exclamation with widen this monarch is aEaue d on hia- 
appearing in public : Rite, s Jan Hoi ; 0 king, render juftice !— E ng. Trans. 
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On leaving the territory of Gorage, proceeding towards the weft is the province of 
Couche, inhabited by pagan fuhjects of Prefter John. A gold mine difcovered in this 
country is fo rich, that when the fun (hines on it, open as it is to the day, the fplendor 
which it irradiates, dazzles the eye ; it is even forbidden any one to approach it ; and 
the gold hitherto brought from the country is obtained from other mines. The ore is 
fo rich, that two parts in three confift of pure gold, though this is of a quality fo infe- 
rior to the beft, as to be rated at only half its value. 

The kingdom on the weft, abounds not only in gold mines, but alfo in horfes, 
mules, and cotton cloths. The Prefter John receives annually a tribute from this king- 
dom, of three hundred head of cattle, and as many horfes, as well as three hundred 
ounces of gold, valued at thirty-fix franks (3 ofh*) per ounce. 

Bordering on this kingdom, is that of Darfrnt a, which extends as far as the equi- 
noctial line. It is inhabited by pagans, tributary to the Prefter John. This country 
is likewife very produdive ; but as it yields no iron, that metal is bought at its weight 
in gold, which is very common. Salt likewife is exceedingly rare, and very dear ; 
being brought to this country from the kingdom of Dambia, and the province of Bel- 
gada. Oftentimes a Have is purchafed for five or fix lumps of fait of four pounds weight. 

In the neighbourhood of Damuta is a province in which the women are fo much 
addided to war and hunting, that they conftantly go armed. When contention fails 
in their neighbourhood, they purpofely excite quarrels among themfelves, that they 
may exercife their {kill and courage, and neither the one be impaired nor the other be 
relaxed by idlenefs. They are much more daring than the men of the country, and, 
that they may have no impediment to the proper exercife of the right arm, they are 
accuftomed, while their daughters are young, to fear the breaft of that fide with a hot 
iron, and thus wither it and prevent its growth. 

Moftof thefe women are more occupied with warfare than the management of domeftic 
affairs, whence they rarely marry, and live as formerly did the Amazons of Scythia. 
Where by chance any enter the marriage ftate and have children, they take charge of 
them no longer than till they are weaned, after which they fend them to their fathers 
to be brought up. But the chief of them imitate the example of their queen, who lives 
in a ftate of perpetual virginity, and is regarded as a deity by her fubjeQs ; nay, even 
all the fovereigns, whofe territories are adjacent to hers, pride themfelves in living with 
her on friendly terms, and defend her againft any attacks. Indeed the power of this 
monarch is fuch as to make her another Queen of Sheba, whofe authority over her 
fubje&s, as is related by the Patriarch Bermudes in his Book on the Prefter John, was 
without any limits. 

The fame Patriarch relates that, off the coaft of China, illands are found peopled with 
Amazons who fuffer no men among them except at certain feafons, for the prefervation 
of their race ; if the fruit of the connection chance to be girls, they preferve them ; if 
boys, the care of bringing them up devolves on their fathers, while they themfelves are 
employed in exercifing their horfes, and in war** 

»* With the exception of horfes the fame is related as the fubftance of a communication afforded to the 
mifi i nn aries fent by the Jefuits to the South Sea iilands, by one of the inhabitants of the Mariana illands. 
Ib one of the Carolina illaads a nation of women is, in the narrative alluded to, faid to exilt, which it 
governed by fimilar principles : the account appears in an appendix to the work of the prefident X)e Erodes 
on the Navigation of the South Sea, -and is inferted in the portion of this work, dedicated to that part of 
the world. Tka*s. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. — Of the IJlands off the Coafl of Melinda ; Pemba, Lame, Pata ; the 
different Religions of the Inhabitants ; the manner in which their Rebellion was 
punijhed by the Portuguefe. 


AS we have now afforded a defcripiion of the inland country, and chief kingdoms, 
{fetching from Ethiopia to Egypt, we mull now proceed to a detail of the maritime 
parts and iflands, in which we {hall begin with Cape Delgado, proceeding thence 
towards the Mouth of the Red Sea. 


Cape Delgado is fituate under the parallel of ic° S. the country thence to the line is 
called the coat! (if Melinda ; and is under the jurifdiction of the captaincy cf * Jlcmbazz. 
Along this coafl: are many blends, peopled by Pagans, Moors, and Caffres. Some cf 
thefe are large and fertile; for example : Quitca, Monha, Zanzibar, Momhazs, 
Pemba, Lamo, Pata ; the others are of inferior ftze and confequt-nce. In each of thefe 
iflands the governor cf Melinda maintains a factor, to whom the management of the 
traiSc v.ith them is intrufted ; the articles of merchandize thev yield are tortsife-fhell, am- 


ber, ivory, wax, millet, rice, and flares. Of all thefe iflands however Pata is of moil 
value, as in that is manufactured a variety of filk and cotton fluffs, of gre.t beauty and 
in high requefl for the dreffes of the wealthy of the different neighbouring kingdoms. 
In this ifland alfo, very curious flraw work is manufactured with great ingenuity and 


Ml. 


Each of the iflands has a moorifh king, and all are fubjed to the fovereign of Portugal, 
to whom they pay tribute through the governor of the coafl of Melinda. Thefe Moors 
are defendants of the Ifhmaelites of Happy Arabia, the colonifts from which part have 
prodigioufly increafed in the iflands. 

They live in great harmony, as far as regards civil matters ; but the moment religion 
becomes a matter of difeuffion they divide into parties, each fupporting his peculiar te- 
nets, and preferring the fed to which he belongs ; a misfortune incident to all faiths 
diftind from that of the Romifh Church, the only true religion. 

The Arabs follow the creed cf the Perfians ; that is to fay, the interpretation of the 
Mahomme Jdan law laid down by Ali, which is materially different from that fupported 
by the Turks who are feetaries of Omar ; each hence fuppofes the other in error. 
This fchifm is the origin of the nnimofity fubfifting between the grand Sooltaun of Perlia 
and the Great Turk, who ave continually at war. 

From the difference cf the tenets of the Perfians and Turks have originated many feds 
in various regions under the controul of the monarchs of either nation, oppofite the one 
to the other, a divifion which immediately fucceeded the death of Mahmoud, when, 
four of his neared relatives, pretending to be dodors and infpired, publifhed as many 
expofitions of the law, which, differing from one another, occafioned as great a variety 
of feds. Ali was the firfl author of the fed called Immemia, and his tenets were followed 
by the Perfians, Indians, and the Arabs, who dwell in the maritime parts of Happy 
Arabia j.from thefe laft fpring the Mons, who dwell on the coaft of Melinda. 


have a factory and dominion in it. It was taken and partially deilroyed by Francis Almeida in I 5 °Sj aiK * 
afterwards abandoned. Some time after, the Portuguefe coafl ructed a citadel from which they were 
driven in the year 1631, but of which they again made thcmfeltes mailers in 1729^, and have fince con- 
tinued in poffeffion. En G. Ta AN S * 

vox** xvi* 5 a Abubekir 
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Abubekir was the Second, who founded the feel denominated Melkia (or Royal) his 
followers the other Arabians } the Saracens, and part of the African Mahomeddans. 

Omar was the third ; he inftituted the feci termed Anephia : his difciples, other 
Africans, and the people of the defart of Zahara. 

Othman was the fourth, he eftablifhed the feci called Batmephia> or Xaphaya as it is 
more commonly termed, which fed alfo is followed by fome of thofe inhabiting the 
eoaft of Melinda. Each following thefe different feds regards all diffentients as heretics ; 
hence quarrels are perpetual, except when the common intereft renders it expedient 
for their feuds to ceafe, that they may unite in defence againft the Portuguefe, whom 
they deteft, and whofe yoke hangs heavy 011 their necks. They have in confequence 
oftentimes rebelled, and as often have they been made to repent their difloyalty and 
rafhnefs, efpecially thofe who inhabit the ifland Pemba, an ifiand eight leagues from 
the main oppofite to Mombaza, on which it depends. This ifland is ten leagues in 
length and highly fertile. It is watered by numerous rivers which contribute greatly 
to the nourilhment of its groves of oranges and lemons, fruits fo common in the ifland 
that any one may gather them at pleafure. But the comforts enjoyed here are dearly 
purchafed by the frequency of maladies to which indeed ftrangers are more liable than 
the natives, who become habituated to the climate, and efpecially the waters, to which 
the unhealthinefs of the ifland is chiefly attributed, they being equally unwholefome and 
abundant. • 

The Portuguefe had firmly eftablifhed their dominion over thefe people, and held 
them in a ftate bordering on flavery, entering into their homes and taking what they 
pleafed, as if it were their own ; while, far from objecting to fuch ufurpation, the Moors 
appeared to receive gratification from their taking or accepting their poultry, fheep, 
goats, or whatever they poflfefled. 

Tired at length of fuch pafllve obedience, and at the ufurpation of the Portuguefe 
over their perfons and property, then abufing their authority on all occafions to fuch 
extent that if any one chanced to fall, ftruck his toe againft a ftone, or even incurred 
an injury even flighter than this, he immediately laid the blame on the Moor before 
whofe dwelling the accident happened, and pretending a hurt, obliged him to give up 
all he had either to appeafe his refentment On to defray the charge of his cure. 

Conduct fo outrageous aud unreafonabie made, the Moors determine to take up arms 
not only againft the Portuguefe but alfo the king of the ifland, who, by a firange in- 
fatuation, whether refulting from fear or weaknefs, winked at the behaviour of the 
Portuguefe. 

This popular infurreftion was fo fecretly planned and fo effectually profecuted that 
the Portuguefe were all of them put to the fword, the vengeance of the Moors fparing 
neither woman nor child ; and had not their fovereign avoided their refentment by 
flying with fome of his confidents to Mombaza he would no doubt have been con- 
founded with their oppreflors, and have fhared their fate. On reaching Mombaza and 
relating what had palled, Matthew de Mendez de Vafconcellos, who commanded on 
this coaft, equipped an armament againft the ifland, and re-eftablifhed the monarch on 
his throne, punifhed the chiefs of the infurrection, and fuch as had been confpicuoufly 
guilty, and aweing others, who in confequence of the examples he made even awhile 
deterred from fuch deeds. After compleating this enterprize, as glorious for the Por- 
tuguefe nation as creditable to the general, he returned to Mombaza ; but the conver- 
fion ofthe fovereign who embraced the chriftian faith, and his marriage with a Portu- 
guefe lady, occalioned other and more fatal rebellions. ° 

Oppofite 
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Oppofite to Melinda is a finall iiland called Lamo, governed by three different kings 
tributary to Portugal. The Portuguefe, incapable of lupporting the infolence of the 
Moors of Ampaza, one of the towns of this ifland, who were bitter enemies of the 
Chriftians and guilty of all kinds of cruelty towards them, entirely deftroyed that 
capital, as will be related in the fucceeding chapter. 

The inveteracy of the Moors was not confined to this town, for the king of Lamo, 
who profeffed himfelf their friend, betrayed them and delivered up to the Turks Roch 
de Britto Falcon in the manner I fhall explain. 

In the fame year the Turks dilpatched from the Straits of Mecca (Babelmandd) a 
galley commanded by Meer Ali Bey, a Turkifh corfair, for the purpofeof pillaging and 
lacking Melinda. 

This pirate was fo fortunate that the fuccefs of his voyage even exceeded his expec- 
tations, for as foon as the Moors perceived his flag they immediately rofe in his favour 
againft the Portuguefe. 

At this period Roch de Britto was failing with the commander of Melinda for the 
Indies, and when he arrived at Lamo, was apprized of the expedition of the Turkifh 
commander whom he ftudied to avoid on account of the inequality of his force. The king 
of Lamo, a Moor fubject to Portugal, affured Falcon that he might remain on his iiland in 
perfect fecurity, where he trailed the Turk would not venture to come to attack him, but 
if he did, promifed to defend him, as well as the fmall number of Chrif tians with him, 
at the peril of his life. Roch de Britto, far from fufpeding treachery, confided in the 
promifes of the Moor and remained on the iiland, whither the Turk, as foon as inf ormed 
of his place of refuge, purfued him. The perfidious Moor, who had fecretly refolved on 
facrificing the Portuguefe, introduced their enemy into the iiland, where the Portug uefe 
being furprized, were made Haves. Captain Britto himfelf, fupported by a few, feized 
a buckler and fword, and refolved on felling his life and liberty as dearly as poflihie ; 
but the Turks overpowering the little band with numbers, molt of his party were killed, 
and himfelf dangeroully wounded. The Turk, who fought to fave the life of this cap- 
tain, Iefs from the value he had for fuch an illultrious character than from the hope he 
had of obtaining a high ranfom, ordered great care to be taken of him, and caufed him 
to be fent to Conftantinople ; but the vexation Britto endured at feeing himfelf thus 
facrificed and overcome, combined with the number and badnefs of his wounds, caufed 
his death on the voyage, fo that the only fruit gathered by the corfair from his victory 
was a few Haves, and a booty valued at about a hundred and fifty thoufand crowns 
(^18,750.) 


CHAP. III. — Of the Revenge of the Portuguefe on the Traitors of the towns of Am- 
paza, Lamo, and Mombaza , the Inhabitants of which were put to the Sword, and 
their Houfes, after jirjt undergoing Pillage, burnt. 

THE lofs fultained by the Portuguefe from the capture of the veffel of Roch de 
Britto, affe&ed them far lefs than his death, and that of his companions, for which they 
refolved on taking ample vengeance on the Moors ; but they fuffered fome time to 
elapfe without teftifying any fuch intention, that the Moors might be lulled into fecu- 
rity by the fancy that they were afraid to attack them, or were inclined to pafs over their 
treachery. 

Don Duarte de Menefes, Viceroy of the Indies, who took this affair to heart more 
nearly than he feemed to do, caufed a fleet to be equipped, confining of two galeons, 

5 a a ' three 
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three galleys, and twelve gaiiots, the command of which he entrufted to Martin AI- 
fon zo de Mello, with Simon, de Britto de Caftre under him for lieutenant ; and, on 
board thefe veffels fix hundred and fifty Portuguefe, no lefs animated with a defire of 
revenging their relatives and friends than with a thirfl for glory. 

This armament failed from the pert of Goa on the 9th January 1587, a feafon of the 
year belt fuiting a voyage to Africa from India, and, with a conftantly favouring wind, 
reached Ampaza on the 28th of the fame month. The Portuguefe failed paft this town 
without halting', and. proceeded to Magadaxo, which they expedited to take at the firft 
affault, but which defended itfelf in a molt vigorous and fuccefsful manner, as like- 
wife did the Moonfh inhabitants of Brava, fo that the expedition was obliged to raife 
the fiege of both towns, and make for the Seven Uninhabited Iflands oppofite to the 
town of Ampaza. 

This place, which is as ftrong from its natural pofition as by its fortifications and the 
number of its inhabitants, was befieged in form by the Portuguefe. They anchored 
before the town, the monarch of which was fo powerful as to be dreaded by his neigh- 
bours ; full of revenge and anxious for battle ; the refiltance they had to encounter 
ferving but the more to inflame their courage. 

Scarcely had the Portuguefe reached the Road before they landed part of their troops, 
who opened the trenches before the town, while the naval part of the armament at- 
tacked it from the fea with incredible fury. The inhabitants, furprized at feeing them- 
felves befieged, without knowing by whom, fent out a veffel to reconnoitre, and when 
on its return they had intimation that it was the Portuguefe, they began to dread their 
juft refentment. 

The king, after holding a council of war, publifhed an ordinance, enjoining every 
one under pain of death above fourteen years of age to take up arms for the defence 
of their country, their liberty, and his throne, flattering them with fuccours from the 
Turks, and confiding in what the kings his neighbours would furnifh, in cafe the fiege 
lhould be continued. Thefe hopes and neceflity ferved to infpirit the inhabitants to defend 
themfelves, which they did refolutely for the fpace of fome days : but the befieged feeing 
the Portuguefe availing themfelves of the lew water to difembark other troops, and that 
no fuccours arrived, fuffered fear to get the better of hope, aiid gave way to tumult. 
The king, folicitous of flopping the rifing infubordination, fpoke to them in the following 
terms, trufting he might recal them to a fenfe of duty. “ I have caufed you to be 
“ collected, my dear friends, to reprefent the danger you run in cafe you refufe a laft 
“ effort for your deliverance ; but as I know that you are more dearly attached to the 
ct honour of ycur country than the prefer ration of your property or even your lives, I 
“ befeech you, by the love you bear me and my government, to employ that bravery 
“ which is fo natural to you in the defence of a prince, who, by his own example, will 
“ ftiew that he does not value his own life, when ycur property and lives are at flake. 
c " Let us not therefore by a cowardly flight to the interior attempt to feek a fafety we 
“ fhou’d not find, but remember that the Cafires, who are more attached to the Portu- 
s< guefe than us, will feek with them to wreak vengeance on our heads. Let us,' my 
t£ dear fubj sets, ihew that we can rely in confidence on ourfelves, though the kings my 
“ neighbours do abandon me on this frying occafion ; let us make a law of neceflity 
* c ‘which ihall ftand inflead of all afliftance, and give new vigour to our courage. Be but 
e< faithful and firm, and lhould our refiltance be attended with fuccefs, I promife you, 
“ on the word and honour of a king, that henceforth I will be to all of you rather a 
** fattier than a fovereign. 32 

This 
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This fpeech from the mouth of a king, -who called on them for the exerdfe of a 
courage, which from what he forefaw was indifpenfable, had a powerful effect on his 
auditors, who fwore in the moft folemn manner to ufe all their exertions for the defence 




ceiving 

for the ceremony, the people affembled in thefquare to which the fh^ep was led, when 
turning its head towards the eafc they placed on its head a comn:fi::c:i or rice and 
vinegar, with a garland of palms ; the facrificer then after certain invocations, to which 
the people 
the Portuguese 
The rumour 

with fhouts of jcy, as all now faltered themfelves with obliging the Portuguefe to rate 
the liege, and involve them in con falcon and ruin. The people on tills ocean on. re- 
newed their homage to the king, and touching his knee with their hand, as a laid pro- 
teftation of fidelity, raifed it on their head. 

While the Moors were employed in the ceremonies of offering facrifices to their geds, 
and in doing homage to their prince, the Portuguefe, availing themfelves cf the low 
water, were difeir.barking, and had formed themfelves into three battalier s. The firth 
was commanded by Simon de Britto de Cadres, the fecond by the car, 'tin general of 
Melinda, ?nd the third by the general of the army. The two firit battalions marched 
direff agaieft: the Moors who had entrenched themfelves in the town, which was vigo- 
roufly attacked, and defended with equal refolutbn ; but the refiftcr.ee cf the Moors 
provoking the Portuguefe to redoubled exertions, they forced the entrenchments, upon, 
which the Moors retired into the town. With the floors the Portuguefe entered pell mell, 
but here they met with fo violent a fire as arrefted them in the mi-it cf their progrefs ; 
for, feparate’from the Moors within the town, exceeding much in numbers th.fe who. 
had been oppofed to the Portuguefe at the trenches, the men who had been prefent at 
the facrifice feeing themfelves called upon by the prefence of the enemy, rafted to 
arms, divided themfelves into fquads, and taking their ftations in old ftone buildings, 
poured fuch a quick and well directed fire on the Portuguefe that many cf them were 
killed. 

at the head of his battalion, attacked the town from 

This new attack, 
to the part menaced 

with greateft danger. Such indeed was the peril deemed that the grand cacss , cneir 
chief prieft, and whofe prefence alone could restore their fallen courage, rafted to the 
fpot ; but the death of iheir king fpread fuch general ccnllernation among the befieged 
that they immediately gave way, and fought in vain, within the walls of their noufes, 
a fafety no where to be found. The Portuguefe followed them conftantly with greater 
fury than ever, and found no obilacks to their progrefs. Men, women, and children 
were put to the fword, and fo blind in fhort was -the rage of the Europeans, that not 
even an animal efcaped deftruction ; thus avenging, as they faid, the death of their com- 
rades, and the treachery of the Moors towards their nation. 

The town being given up to pillage, it became the theatre of inhumanity which 
would difgrace the mofi bloody war. The molt vile indignities wtre layi&ed on the 
dead body of the monarch ; his head was cut off, ftuck on the point of a lance, and 
afterwards, together with the town, was condemned to the flames. The conflagra- 
y tion 


In the mean time the genera , 
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tion was fo dreadful, that the whole place was reduced to afhes as well as the fuburbs, 
where the Portuguese felled more than eight thoufand palm trees, the beauty and prin- 
cipal wealth of the ifland ; thus did they utterly ruin this part of the country, defirous 
of leaving an eternal monument of their victory and revenge, and a frightful warning 
to thofe who fhould dare to Ihew themfelves their enemies. 

After the ruin of this great town, the Portuguefe failed towards Lamo, which had 
revolted, and, not content with refuting the cuftomary tribute to the King of Portugal, 
had been guilty of the treafon before related towards Roch de Brito. The King of 
Lamo, confcious of his criminal conduct, and defirous of efcaping the refentment of the 
Portuguefe, fought, to avoid by flight, a peril which he did not dare, however much a 
hero, to front. The Portuguefe commander, who was made acquainted with the fear 
and flight of this prince, whofe fpoil he was anxious to poffefs, upon this declared him 
an enemy to the crown of Portugal, and as fuch, confilcated all his property. The 
general afterwards entered the town at the head of his troops to feize upon the moft 
guilty, and having made a Arid fcrutiny, condemned fuch as he difcovered to exem- 
plary punifhment. He now repaired to the coait of Melinda, where the king awaited 
him with fuch anxiety, that as foon as the Portugufe fquadron had caft anchor he went 
on board, the commander receiving him with thofe exprefiions of joy and refped which 
are conftantly fhewn to monarchs, even when in a ftate of warfare with them. 

The fame of the revenge taken by the Portuguefe fpread over all the country, and 
fo much aftonilhed and terrified the Moors, that every one refolved on courting their 
friendfhip, feeing they were thus terrible, not only when really offended, but even when 
they fancied an injury. 

The commander, whofe condud and. valour had already filled the Moors with refped 
and dread of the Portuguefe name, failed from Melinda, where he left fome fick behind 
him, and fleered for Mombaza, whither the king of Melinda accompanied him, 
reinforcing him with three of his own veffels. 

The Portuguefe availed themfelves off this opportunity, than which none appeared to 
them more fit for laying fiege to Mombaza, and landed for the purpofe in its neighbour- 
hood* At firfl they encountered a vigorous refiftance, but this ferved only to heighten 
their glory the more, it being inadequate to preventing their ultimate fuccefs, the king 
being at laft obliged to fubmit to the king of Portugal, as previoufly had been the king 
of Ampuza, who, after his rebellion, became tributary to this fovereign of Mombaza. 

The Moors, when they found refiftance vain, offered a capitulation, which, as the 
Portuguefe on this occafion fought for conqueft and not revenge, was granted, on 
condition of the vanquifhed paying forty thoufand crowns for the expenfe of the war, 
and difmantling the town. 


CHAP, IV. — The Moors of Melinda requejl Succour of the Turks , in a meditated 

Rebellion againjt the Portuguefe, 

THE dominion of the Portuguefe being odious and heavy in the eyes of the Moors 
of Melinda, they deputed emiffaries to Meer Ali Bey, who commanded a Turkifh 
fquadron in the Red Sea, to intreat affiftance j in confequence he fitted out four galleys 
for that coaft, being rendered confident from the former expedition in which he cap- 
tured Roch de Britto and his veffel. Flattered with the hopes of fnnilar fuccefs and 
already counting on the profit and pillage he fhould make, he concluded a league with 
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the Moors, thefe holding out to him a fair profpect of defeating and utterly ruining 
the Portuguefe. The difficulty, however, which Meer Ali Bey had to contend with in 
finding timber fuited to the conftrudtion of his galleys, caufing him a longer delay than ‘ 
he reckoned upon, the Portuguefe took advantage of it to render themfelves foie and 
abfolute mailers of Melinda, perfectly fubduing the inhabitants and depriving them of 
all hopes of affiftance. 

The intreaties of the deputies were fo urgent that Meer Ali Bey put to fea with the 
four galleys and the veffel he two years before had captured from the Portuguefe. He 
coafted along the whole coaft of Melinda, as far as Mogadaxo, the Moorifii population 
of which received him with open arms, and made him valuable prefents, in the view of 
engaging him to become their protector. He afterwards touched at all the large and 
fmall towns of this coalt from which he drew various other prefents, fometimes gra- 
tuitoully offered, but exacted where not voluntarily given; he then continued his 
voyage to Melinda, where arriving in the night he lowered his fails and came to an 
anchor, meaning to attack the place the next day, as he was aware that the King who 
commanded there was in the intereft of the Portuguefe. 

Matteo de Vafconcellos, governor of the coall of Melinda, feeing himfelf befet both by 
fea and land, held confultation with the king, the refult of which was that they fliould de- 
fend themfelves to the lail extremity. They confequently mounted fome pieces of can- 
non on a fandy eminence commanding the road, the fire from which fo much diftreffed 
the galleys of the Turks, as to induce them to withdraw towards Mombaza, where 
they determined on fortifying themfelves, with intention of driving the Portuguefe 
wholly from the coall ; but Providence, who fuftained them, continued its protection 
on this occafion, for as foon as Vafconcellos faw himfelf attacked, he forwarded intel- 
ligence to Emanuel de Soufa Coutinho, governor of the Indies, that he might render 
him prompt affiftance, which he did. To the relief of Vafconcellos this governor dif- 
patched two galliaffes, five galleys, fix galliots, and fix tranfports, on board of which 
were nine hundred foldiers, the fquadron being placed under the command of Thomas 
de Soufa Coutinho, who failed with it from Goa the beginning of January 1588, with 
a fair wind. The favouring weather enjoyed by the fquadron at its departure was not 
conftant through the voyage ; when out at fea fo dreadful a tempeft arofe as obliged 
the commander to fend back one of the galleys, which had fprung a leak, and the 
crew of which, to lighten the veffel, had been forced to throw overboard much of 
her lading : two galliaffes, in addition, were left in the gulph to prevent the Turks 
from entering, and the remainder of the armament proceeded on its voyage at the 
mercy of the ftorm, and without the crew knowing whither they were borne. The 
tempeft lafted almoft the whole night through ; but the wind falling as the dawn ap- 
proached, they diftinguilhed fires in the diltance towards that part of the coaft of 
Ethiopia which they imagined to be uninhabited, and making towards the fpot, they 
found them to be thofe of the ffiips feparated by the ftorm ; on joining them they re- 
turned thanks to Providence, as, but for thefe fires, they would infallibly have been, 
wrecked on the coaft. 

They now changed their courfe, bearing down for Melinda, and reached the port 
of Brama, the Moors of which were now friendly to the Portuguefe ; here they were 
informed of the^paffage of the four Turkifli galleys, and of their having forcibly exacted 
contributions of money from the town, adting rather as plunderers than as deliverers. 

The Portuguefe armament, after remaining two days in this port for the purpofe of 
receiving information refpefting the Turkifh fquadron, proceeded and call anchor op- 

1 pofite 
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polite to Ampaza*, a town which had been fo completely ruined, two years before, by 
Martin Alfonfo de- Mello, that not one ftone was left upon another, but which the 
prince qf Ampaza had already rebuilt. .. This fovereign was furprized as much as his 
predeceffor had been at the appearance of the Portuguefe, but taught by the example 
made of that predeceffor and his people, of the danger of refilling thefe Europeans, he 
chofe a wifer policy. 

Equally prudent and brave, this prince fent ambafiadors to the commanders of the Por- 
tuguefe fquadron, made tender of every thing he could have occalion for , and offered to 
join his forces if requifite : he moreover intimated that he might enter the town in perfect 
fecurity, for he had conftantly been as friendly difpofed towards the Portuguefe as he 
was inimica l to the Turks, whom he had never i'uffered to enter his port but when it 
■ was out of his power to prevent them. If he had avoided the Portuguefe, he faid, 
upon the occalion of their ruining the town, in 1586, at leall he had not affilted the 
monarch againft whom they fought, and whofe territories he now poffeffed, and con- 
fequently he had proved by his neutrality then, that he had. not been their enemy $ he 
moreover added, that they fhould ever find him, now and in time to come, a friend 
incapable of entert ainin g even a thought of treachery towards them. The commander 
made a fuitable reply to this courteous demeanor, and' profeffed that the Portuguefe 
would feel themfelves honoured by his friendlhip. 

"While the fquadron were taking in water at Lamo, the commander received news 
from "Vafconcellos of the Turks under Meer Ali Bey being at Mombaza, where it 
would be eafy to fall upon them by furprize, as they were lulled in fancied fecurity. 
Vafconcellos’ account of their unprepared condition to refill Coutinho, recommended 
an attack before the Turk Ihould have intelligence of his arrival. Coutinho followed 
this advice, prohibited any one from leaving the fhip, and immediately failed, reaching 
the town of Melinda by night, off which they anchored. Notwithflanding the general 
prohibition againft leaving the fhip, a number of Portuguefe noblemen, or fidalgos , 
were permitted to land here, in order to pay their refpeds to the faithful fovereign of 
the place, and deliver to him a magnificent prefent from the governor of the Indies. 

Couiinho, learning that the king of Pemba and his fon, who had been driven from 
their kingdom by their mutinous fubje&s, were then at Melinda, and aware thatunlefs 
the Portuguefe affilted them they would have no chance of re-eftablifliment on their 
throne, took both on board his fquadron and engaged to reinftate them. Scarcely 
had they arrived before Mombaza, when the Turks, who had fortified themfelves there, 
teftified their readinefs to engage the Portuguefe by a falute of artillery. 

Thomas de Souza Coutinho, feeing their eagernefs for battle, iffued directions for 
entering the port and carrying the town. Matteo Mandes led the van, compofed of 
finall vefieis gallantly hung with ftreamers ; the galliots and four galleys clofed the 
rear. In this order they proceeded to the found of drums and trumpets, accompanied 
by fhouts of joy and loud anticipations of victory, the proceffion refembhng rather 
a triumphal entry than preparations for a bloody engagement. Ihe flotilla wholly 
flighted the fire of the fort, the guns of which played without effefl: on the fhips 

* In recent maps the ifland Lamo is omitted, though Mombaza, Pemba, Zanzibar, andMonfia are given* 
This appears the more extraordinary, as it is marked in the two-illeet map of Africa, by Moll, publiflied the 
beginning of the lad century. It lies at the mouth of one of the rivers, which defcend from the ridge of moun- 
tains termed T e Spine of the World, or Lttpara\ and, from being Shaded, as is reprefented in this work* 
ainong three kings, limit neceflarily be populous and fertile* The iflaud is probably alluvional, as well 
from its pdiiion at the mouth of the river, as from the number of date trees upon it j the palm delighting 
ha a hot low country. Ehg. Trabs. 
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as they paffed, and gave new venom, by their inutility towards retarding the progrefs 
of the Portuguefe, to the rage of Meer Ali Bey. When within gun-lhot, each 
veffel poured a well-directed broadfide on the fort, the ccnfequence of which 
was the death of the governor, under whom Meer Ali Bey acted as lieutenant-general. 
The death of this perfonage occafioned a general panic ; and Aii Bey was one of the 
firft to abandon the fort and feek refuge in the town. The Portuguefe, taking advan- 
tage of the confufion, immediately attacked the fort ; and fix fiaalgces, "on this 
occafion, gave fignal proofs of valour in feizing the flandards cf the Turks and fub- 
flituting the Portuguefe flag. Not content with the capture of the fort, perceiving that 
two galleys of the Turks had moved for protection under the batteries from the town, 
Matteo Mandes engaged them with fuch impetuoiity and fuccefs, that he fpeedily cap- 
tured both. This victory, obtained with little trouble or effufion c: blood, was highly 
advantageous, the prizes taken being loaded with merchandize and money. After putting 
in chains the Turks who were found on board, Mandes purfued the two other galleys, 
and the other veffel, of greater bulk and higher out of the water than the reft : thefe 
furrendered without a conteft, and the crews were made Haves. 

After thefe two exploits, in which the Portuguefe deftreyed a hundred Turks, mad e 
eighty prifoners, and releafed from flavery all the Chriftians they found, the commander 
of the expedition ordered Don Francis Mafcarenhas to remove the cannon from the 
fort and bring it on board, which, with much difficulty, was effected. 

The Portuguefe, who, from being too humane, had been fo frequently deceived by 
thefe barbarians, refolved on plundering the town of Mombaza ; but the king, allured 
of the war terminating to his prejudice, fent a deputation to the commander entreating 
peace in the name of himfelf and people. The anfwer of the commander was favour- 
able; fatisfied of its being advantageous to the fovereign whom he Jferved, rather 
to obtain fecurity and eftablilh his rights by the fubmiffion of a rebel, than to purchafe 
obedience by the effufion of blood, he granted the requefl of the king and people, 
flipulating as conditions, that he fhould in twenty-four hours deliver up all the Turks 
in the place, without which he would execute the orders of the king his mailer, and 
his own refolves. 

This anfwer gratified the king of Mombaza, as it allowed him an entire day to 
determine on what meafures he Ihould take. In the interval he withdrew from the 
town, which was abandoned by every individual, and fecretly retired with Meer Ali 
Bey to the woods ; fo that the Portuguefe, receiving no anfwer by the time flipulated, 
and knowing nothing of their retreat, difembarked five hundred men, who, under the 
ftandard of the Crucifix and the Arms of Portugal, inarched towards Mombaza, of 
which they made themfelves mailers, finding no one to oppofe them. The town, 
after being given up to plunder, was fet on fire and reduced to aflies. 


CHAP. V. — Meer Ali Bey made Prifcncr. 

WHILE the Portuguefe were engaged with the Turks, certain Zimbas on the*ciber 
fide of the army beholding with pleafure the fuccefs of the Portuguefe, fent deputies 
to the general to plan meafures for their acting in concert with him, either by a 
diverlion or a union of forces with the army of Portugal, with the fovereign and 
fubjecls of which they wilhed to form a treaty of alliance. The propofol was readily 
embraced, and the meafures planned were as fuccefsfully profecuted ; for the Zimbas 
hunted thegtroops of Mombaza from their coverts in the foreft, while the Portuguefe 
vox,, xvi. 5 b oedppied 
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occupied the plain : the Moors made a flout refiftance in certain defiles, in which they 
had entrenched themfelves ; but the Zimbas, who fought occafion to fignalize them- 
ielves, were rendered by refiftance the more refolute-and fanguinary, and ultimately 
drove them from the foreft into the open country* where they were either cut in 
pieces or made Haves. 

Meer Ali Bey in defpair threw himfelf into the fea, with a view of drowning him- 
felf, being unwilling to furvive his defeat ; but afliftance given in time preferved him 
from a defperate end, for a lot he regarded with lefs pleafure than even death itfelf : the 
Portuguefe made him prifoner, and carried him on board their veflel. The captain of 
the galleys of this prince, a Carife, and a fon and brother ofthe king of Quilife, who 
were with the king of Mombaza, fliared the fame fate. One of thefe was ranfomed, 
but the other was beheaded for having taken part with the Turks againft the Portu- 
_ guefe. Thefe did not ufe reprifals towards Meer Ali Bey, by whom Roch de Britto 
was fo ill ufed when enflaved. 

This general, whofe temper of mind was fuch as enabled him to accommodate 
himfelf eafily to circumltances, fainted the commander of the fquadron with great 
humility on going on board, and obferved to him at the fame time, in an open and 
frank manner, that as the accidents of fortune could neither add to nor diminifh from 
his natural qualifications and worth, he regarded the cafualty which had befallen him, 
as one of thofe common occurrences of war which place the victor in the place of 
the vanquiflied ; and as this was not the firft time he had been obliged to fubmit to a 
conqueror, having once before been carried a prifoner into Spain, he had fome con- 
folation in having fallen rather into the hands of the Portuguese than the Zimbas, 
whofe brutality was extreme. 

The general gave him to underhand that the treatment he fhould receive, would not 
be regulated by that he had fliewn to Roch de Britto ; but on the contrary, that he 
fhould have no room to complain of his country, much lefs of himfelf, or any of his 
people. 

This victory was followed by the news brought by the vefiels before Mombaza, 
of that obtained by Thomas Coutinho over the Turks. So that the Pertuguefe, anxious 
to depart, fent Matteo Mandes de Vafconcellos to reinftate the king of Pemba in his 
dominions, the fame who had proceeded in the fleet with them from Melinda. The 
Portuguefe by this fhewed, that if they dethroned thofe kings who dared to become 
their enemies, they knew how to proteQ and re-eftablifh fuch as ceafed to be fo. 

.After the re-eftablilhment of this prince, the Portuguefe left the coaft of Pemba 
for that of Melinda, where they received thofe congratulations which are due to fuch 
as by their courage or conduft render themfelves refpectable : what however moft 
furprized the inhabitants of Melinda was, to find among the Haves captured by the 
Portuguefe the general of the Turks himfelf : this circumftance gave origin to a faying 
which has ever fince that time been current, that, “ Os Portugaifes nao fe tome 
“ nimguem, porque tarde o cedo lho bao da pagarV’ 

Meer Ali Bey being about to go on board the commodore’s galley, he was informed 
that he would there meet with the king of Melinda, and that, as it was his misfortune 
to be fubject to a foreign yoke, it would be fit he fhould fink fomewhat of his natural 
pride on approaching a prince, before whom fubmiffivenefs 'would be moft becoming. 
This general, no lefs fenfible than brave, made anfwer, that the misfort une of being 
overcome was not with him a fubject of defpair ; and that having at all times fhewn 

* The Portuguefe take nothing from any one bat what foon or late they pay again, 
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the greateft refpe& to crowned heads, he certainly fhould not fail in reverence towards 
the king of Melinda, to whom it was due, not only on account of his dignity, but for 
his perfonal meiits, his valour, and the friendfhip by which he was united £0 the 
king of Portugal. Sentiments like thefe, which proceed from thofe noble minds alone 
that are unmoved by the events of war, the accidents of human life, made Aii Bey be 
regarded in fo refpectable a light among the Portuguefe, that many even envied" hi3 
fate. Thus had this general the confolation, when in chains, to fill his enemies with 
equal awe as when arrayed in arms in the field. 


CHAP. VL — The Portuguefe arrive at Larm ; feize the Perfen of tbs King of that 

Town, and publicly behead him. 

THE arrival of the Portuguefe before Lamo, where they anchored, greatly embarraffsd 
the fovereign, who regarded their prefence as a reproach for his treachery towards 
their nation. Apprehenfive of evil confequences, a council was held ; in this it was 
determined, that a complimentary deputation fhould be fent to the Portuguefe on 
occafion of their arrival in port, the mioifters hoping that a mild demeanour would 
palfy their arms, and deaden their defire of vengeance. The king, to pay a higher 
compliment, refolved on being himfelf the meuenger. Advifed of the intended 
honour, the general received the king with all the refpedt and confideration due to his 
rank, as well on his own part as on that of his men, who were fo inftrucied : but 
when he fhould be inclined to depart, the men were inftru&ed to follow his example 
in oppofing the departure of the king, or that of thofe with him. 

The orders of the commander were exaftly obeyed. The Portuguefe now held 
a council, in which the treachery exercifed by the king of Lamo towards Roch de 
Britto was again canvaffed ; and it was at length concluded, that the better to eitablifh 
the authority of their country, it would be wrong to fpare the blood of an inimical 
and perfidious king. 

The prince, who flattered himfelf that his frank demeanour would caufe the Portn- 
guefe to forget their refentment, was much furprifed, when, on preparing to leave the 
galley, he received a treatment fo oppofite to that fbewn him on his arrival ; but the 
order for his arreft was fo fecretly given, and fo well executed, that in a few days they 
fentenced him to death, as the heavieft punifhment that could be inflicted on him, and 
one that would ftrike terror into the minds of other monarebs, and make them, 
cautious of incurring the anger of the Portuguefe by any fimilar treafon. At the fame 
time to render this adtion as remarkable to future ages, as it had in any that had 
preceded this been uncommon, an ordonnance was published by which all the lords fii in- 
ject to Portugal and all the officers of the army were fummoned to be prefent on occa- 
iion of the execution, under penalty in cafe of defection of bring declared rebels. This 
injunction was iffued by the Portuguefe lefs for the purpofe of rendering honour to the 
condemned monarch, than that his death might be looked upon as an example : in 
the ordonnance the time and place where the fcaffold would be erected were particu- 
larized. This the general furrounded with two hundred armed men, and all the 
avenues to the place were lined with guards, left the Moors fhould attempt to refeue 
their king, and releafe him from punifhment. 

All things now being ready, the fentence of the king and his chief accomplices was 
read aloud, to whom alfo at the place of execution their condemnation was repeated, 
it was couched as follows : 
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“ Sentence pronounced in the name of Don Emanuel the very mighty and formidable 
* { prince, lord, and lung of Portugal, by Thomas de Souza Coutinho, general of the 
“ army of the faid Don Emanuel, by and with the advice of a council of nobles and 
il officers, who with one common voice have condemned the king ofLamo^to have 
cc his head fevered from his body, and all his property and dominions confifcated to the 
“ profit of the Crown of Portugal. We confirm this fentence, firft : becaufe the 
* c king is an ufurper, without any juft: pTetence to the kingdom of Lamo ; and 
* 4 fecondly : becaufe of his violation of the rights of nations, and therein being guilty of 
<c treafon, inafmuch as he delivered up Britto and forty of his foldiers into the hands 
“ of the Turks. Moreover, we declare that if any of the kings of this coaft fhall pre- 
“ fume to carry off the body of the king of Lamo after his execution, they fhall be 
“ looked upon as rebels, and punifhed as fuch by the lofs of their thrones : and we will 
“ that this fentence become public, as well as the death of the treacherous prince againll 
“ whom it is pronounced, that* all pofterity knowing his perfidy may at the fame time fee 
u the juftice of the mighty king of Portugal by whom this fentence is pronounced.” 

After the laft reading of thefentence, the condemned monarch was feated in a chair on 
the fcaffold covered with carpeting, and in this pofition his head was cut off, as at the"* 
fame time were thofe of the brother of the Quilife, one of his adherents, and of the 
two ambaffadors who had been fent by the king to Meer Ali Bey. Thefe laft: perfons 
were all of them beheaded at the foot of the fcaffold, but the king alone fuffered on the 
fcaffold. 

The Moors, however averfe, were conftrained to be witneffes of the execution .of 
their king and his friends, for they had neither means nor courage to attempt their re- 
leafe. Their entreaties were found vain, and even prefents and offers to ranfom them 
ineffectual ; for the Portuguefe with reaibn imagined that the advantage they fhould ul- 
timately derive from fuch an example would render them more formidable than a more 
humane procedure could do. 

If this expedition coll fome their lives, it colt others confiderable fums of money ; 
for the kings who had opened their treafuries to the Turks were each of them taxed four 
thcufand crowns towards the expenfes of the war. 

The vengeance of the Portuguefe extended even to one of the principal baftions of the 
port of Lamo ; this was demolifhed on account of the refiftance at this part having been 
lefs than in other parts of the fortifications of the town. 

The prince of Sio, among the number of thofe who had failed of obeying the Por- 
tuguefe commander on his fummons to repair to Lamo, as well as the prince of Pata, was 
condemned to have his capital difmantled, and to pay a fine of three thoufand crowns. 

After the Portuguefe had punilhed all the defaulters among the princes, they propofed 
to fail for the illand of Mandra, to take in water. Now this illand is difficult of accefs, 
and this circumftance had rendered its inhabitants fo infolent, that they held out againft 
the whole Portuguefe force, and refufed payment of the cuftomary tribute. The Moors, 
trailing that the- Portuguefe were acquainted with the danger of this port, the entrance 
of which can only be attempted at moll imminent rifk, denied them water, and oppofed 
the landing of the foldiers who were coming on Ihore to provide themfelves with articles 
of the laft neceffity ; telling them in a mocking ilrain, that they would not admit any' 
thing foreign among them, and that, had they power to oppofe the common law of 
natdre and prevent the obtrufion of the fun’s rays, even thefe fhould not be fuffered 
to penetrate into their houfes. 

The Portuguefe, not deterred by fuch a filly gafconade, made them quickly fee that, 
if they were unable to refill the introduction of the beams of the great luminary of day, 
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they were equally powerlefs to refill acknowledging the might of Portugal j and making 
for the ifland with repeated falvos of artillery, they ran the rifk of the bar at the mouth, 
and reefs round the port, and filled thefe people fo thoroughly with dread and aftonifh- 
ment, that, forgetful of their firll refolves on defence, they abandoned their town and 
property to the Portuguefe, who after pillaging it fet it on fire, and deftroyed more 
than two thoufand palm-trees, which formed as well the ornament as the chief wealth of 
the ifland. 

After the deftrudfion of Mandra, the general refolved on returning to Goa, a voyage 
which he effected in feven days. At the port of the ifland he met with Don Emanuel 
de Souza, who awaited him with impatience to efcort him in convoying the four galleys 
he had taken. 

Thefe two generals, whofe ftrict union and friendfhip for each other, neither ditfrmce 
nor their different duties had power to diminifh, were delighted on feeing each other, 
and lavifh of their endearments and felicitations on the reciprocal fuccefies which had 
attended their arms. 

The governor of Goa, who had always looked upon the defeat and capture of Meer 
Ali Bey as an object of main importance to the crown of Portugal, attributed the whole 
glory of this aftion to Thomas de Souza Coutinho, and was anxious to fee the Turkilh 
commander who had given him fuch trouble. On the prefentation of Meer Ali Bey to 
the governor, he would have thrown himfelf at his feet ; but the Portuguefe general rofe 
to receive him, and prevented fuch an humiliation, inquiring if any thing was wanting in 
the treatment he received to render his captivity more comfortable. Meer Ali Bey, who 
poffeffeda fund offenfe, made a fui table reply in a noble and yet fubmiffive manner, 
expreffive of his fatisfaCfion at having to do with conquerors fo humane as were the 
Portuguefe. It is true, anfwered Souza de Coutinho, war expofes us all to fuch 
misfortunes, and the moll experienced officers have oftentimes to endure the uncivil 
humours of an arrogant conqueror : I fpeak on this fubjeCt from experience of ufages 
which I myfelf fuftained while a Have in Malabar, the bare remembrance of which 
is painful. I was not only loaded with irons, but was fubjedt to every fpecies of 
indignity: ftiil heaven, the protedor of the warrior, at length withdrew me from 
his hands, and the munificence of my fovereign has placed me in a poll fuffici- 
ently honourable to make me forget my misfortunes. 

This little hiftory of viciffitudes happily terminated, Meer Ali Bey did not need, to 
fupport him under adverfity ; at the fame time, it gave him room to hope that he 
might experience as happy a deliverance from captivity as others had done before. But 
the Portuguefe commander, embarking for Lifbon, earned Ali Bey with him : fcarcely 
however had this Turkilh general landed in that city, before he renounced the errors of 
the Mahomeddan religion, to embrace the faith of the crucified Jefus, and thus obtained 
with liberty the means of falvation. 


CHAP. VII. — Of an inhabitant of the kingdom of Bengal, who lived three hundred and 
eighty years at the Inter cejfon of Saint Francis d'AfJife. 

* EVEN were I not bound by that obligation which every faithful tranflator fhouid 
regard, of copying with exactitude his original, I frankly confefs, I fhouid yet have 
chofen for the conclufion of my work, the relation of this miracle, effected by Saint 

* Here Father Charpy fpeaks. — The French Translator., 
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Francis d’Afiife; and doubtlefs my author, whofe object in this publication was to 
give a dilplay to all Europe, of the valour and piety of the Portuguefe, conceived 
that in no better manner he could terminate' his book., than with the account of this 
miracle, operated by the Almighty, through this Saint, in the inftance of an inhabitant 
of the kingdom of Bengal. 

Don Alfonzo de Caftro, viceroy of India, anxious to know the truth of the accounts 
he had heard of the extraordinarily prolonged life of the individual in queftion, him- 
felf caufed -diligent inquiry to be made, and entreated the bifhop of Cochin, on his 
part, to fecoad him by other refearches. This prelate accordingly made minute inqui* 
iition into the merits of the tale by means of his officers, and found its truth perfectly 
confirmed. 

This man lived three hundred and eighty years ; had been fubjeft to nineteen fuc- 
ceffivefovereigns ; had been married eight times ; and after the death of his laft wife 
had during forty-fix years been a widower : at the end of this term on taking a ninth 
wife, the young woman bore him children, as alfo had done each of his preceding 
wives. This natural prodigy, extraordinary as it may appear in an age remote from 
that of the patriarchs, .is rendered {fill mere fo from the circumftance of this man, 
throughout his long life, never having been fubjecb to any malady fufficiently ferious 
to require bleeding; from his never having been liable to the tooth ache, nor to 
pain on ihedding his teeth, or on their growing again, though this had thrice happened : 
moreover, it is affirmed that his complexion was as ruddy as that of a man but forty 
years old, and that no wrinkles denoted his extreme age. 

Nature had not only laboured to preferve a vigorous coniUtution in this wonderful 
man, fhe had equally exerted herfelf in the prefervation of his intelleftual faculties, 
his reafon, and memory ; he readily anfwered whatever was queftioned, and the moft 
remote things, things which from lapfe of time are loft on marble and brafs, lived in 
his remembrance as faithfully as they are traced on the page of the hiftorian. 

Thofe anxious to unravel the caufe of a miracle fo unprecedented in latter ages, were 
very much divided in opinion : fome attributed it to the climate, fome to a lingular 
effort of nature ; but if the good man himfelf had not developed the myftery, no one 
would have imagined it a pure effedl of grace. He related that on a certain day, - 
while tending his flock on the banks of the Ganges, a traveller prefented himfelf be- 
fore him, apparently weary with the tedioufnefs of the way, and his ftrength exhaufted’. 
by the lofs of blood he had experienced from wounds in his fides, hands, and feet. 
Thofe who had thus treated him, had moreover ftripped him of his garments and 
covered him merely with an old grey drefs, fattened round him by means of a cord. 
The condition of the poor man affeded him fo ftrongly that, on his entreaty to carry 
him. over the river, he took him on his fhoulders, and rendered him this trivial fervice ; 
in return he received from him certain grains, which he enjoined him to preferve, 
and promifed him length of years. 

But while addreffing the ftranger for the purpofe of learning the manner in which he 
was to employ the grains fo as to try their efficacy, the traveller fuddenly va- 
nifhed. The aftonilhment occafioned by his difappearing thus, llamped fo lively a 
recolledion on the mind of the peafant, of the appearance of this man, whom he never 
after faw, that on entering one day a church in Bengal he recognized in a picture 
of Saint Francis d , Aflife, which was lufpended over the altar, the very individual whom 
he had fcenoa the banks of the Ganges; and, uttering a loud exclamation — “ There,”' 
faid he, 6t is the map who promifed me length of years !” Now, that this procraftinated 
life was owing to the interceffion of this faint, is rendered highly probable, as well from 
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his preferring till his death the fame appearance, the fame health, and vigour, as he 
enjoyed at the iuftant the faint vanilhed from his fight, as from the refult of the in- 
quiries of the bilhop and governor of the place. This relation is iikevife further au- 
thenticated by Nunha de Cunha, viceroy of this country at the time the fortifications 
of Dio were enlarged in 1529. 

I have read in the works of Peter de Natalibus, that Saint Severus lived the fpace of 
three hundred and feventy-three years, being elected biffcop of Tongres when two hun- 
dred and ninety-feven years of age, and filling four bifhoprics during a fuccefiion of 
feventy-fix years. Cardinal Baronius mentions the circumftance as an extraordinary 
exerdfe of grace. Nicolas de Cemit moreover teftifies, that a man among the Bramins 
was known to have lived three centuries. 

Were Chriftians to folicit fimilar , length of days, it ought to be only to have leifure 
for repentance 5 as, however, God grants fuch long life only that man may the better 
prepare for the happinefs of eternal life, let us fo fpend the Ihorter allotment afforded 
us, that we may hope to meet in heaven with that ultimate reward which is the end 
of our toils, and the limit of all our hope. 
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Tranflated from the French.* 


DESCRIPTION OF 'the ISLAND. 

r J^HE ifland of Madagafcar has excited the avaricious defires of the Europeans, ever 
fince it had the misfortune to be tolerably known. Its extent, together with the 
richnefs of its foil and prodinEtions, feemed to offer to the people who fhould make 
' a conqueft of it, commercial advantages which they would not, certainly, have fuf- 
fered themfelves to neglect. Luckily however, the unwholefomenefs of the climate 
has hitherto faved it from the yoke of thofe civilized nations, who affume the bar- 
barous and unjuft right of fubje&ing to their authority thofe tribes whom they call 
favagesy merely becaufe they are unacquainted with the manners and cuftoms of 
Europe. " 

There is not one of thefe civilized nations that can boaft of having facrificed even 
a few of the mod trifling interefls of commerce, to the facred principles of the law of 
nature. All of them have been unjuft and barbarous : all of them have carried the 
fword, fire, and difeafe into every place to which they were attra&ed by the hopes of 
gain. Ought they to forget that the foil upon which thefe favages live belongs to 
them, as much as that upon which we live belongs to us ? 

The Europeans would have acquired more folid and lafting advantages, had they 
endeavoured to introduce induftry and the arts into thofe countries which are deftitute 
of them. Thefe prefents would not have been unproductive ; and commerce would 
have foon experienced how much preferable that mild and humane method is, to ‘ the 
unjuft and cruel means which they employed to fubdue the unfortunate inhabitants of 
all thofe countries which held forth to them any new objects of wealth. 

The illand of Madagafcar was difcovered in 1506, by Lawrence Almeyda; but the 
Perfians and Arabs knew it from tirne immemorial, under the name of Saratidib. 

Alphonfo Albuquerque comrniflioned Ruy Pereira dy Conthintho to explore the 
interior part of it, and ordered Triftan d’Acunha to fail round it, and mark the bear- 
ings of its principal capes and head lands. 

This ifland is divided into twenty-eight provinces, which are, Amjfy, Manapani , the 
valley of Amboule, Vohifzan, Watte-Manahore, Yccndre , Etcmampo, Adchiraoujpy , Ereng- 
drane s, Yohitz-Anghombes , Manacarongba , Mcmtatane , Ant aver esy Ghalembouhy Tama- 
tave y Sahaveb, Voulcu-Foulou, Andafoutchy , Mangbabey, Adcimoutchy, Mandrarey , 
Ampatrey Garembcule, Mabafalley, H-oulsuvey, Sivab 1 'l'vandrbou, and Macbicores. * 


• London 1792, 8to. 
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When the Portuguefe difcovered Madagascar, they wiChed to give it the name of 
the ifland of St. Lawrence. In the reign of Henry IV. the French named it Ik Dau- 
phins : but though its real name is Madecajfe, it is generally known under that of 
Madagafcar. 

This large ifland, according to feveral learned geographers, is the Cerne of Pliny and 
the Minutbiafde of Ptolemy. 

It extends almoft N. N. E. and S. S. W. and lies between the twelfth and twenty-fixth 
degrees of fouthem latitude. 

We may reckon that the fuperficies of this ifland, fo celebrated for the fertility of its 
foil, and the variety of its productions, contains two hundred millions of acres of ex- 
cellent land. It is watered on all fides by ftreams and large rivers j and above all by 
a great number of fmall rivulets, which have their fources at the bottom of that long 
chain of mountains which feparates the eaftera from the weftem coaft. The two highefl 
mountains in the ifland are Vigagora in the north, and Botiftmene in the fouth. 

Thefe mountains contain in their bowels abundance of foffils and valuable minerals. 
The traveller who, in the purfuit of knowledge, traverfes for the firft time wild and 
mountainous countries, interfered by ridges and valleys, where nature, abandoned to 
its own. fertility, prefents the moft fingular and varied productions, cannot help being 
often ftruck with terror and furprife on viewing thofe awful precipices, the fummits of 
which are covered with trees, as ancient, perhaps, as the world. His aftonifhment is 
increafed when he hears the noife of immenfe cafcades, which are fo inacceffible that it 
is impoffible for him to approach them. But thefe fcenes, truly picturefque, are always 
fucceeded by rural views, delightful hills, and plains where vegetation is never inter- 
rupted by the feverity and viciflkude of the feafons. The eye with pleafure beholds 
thofe extenfive favannas which afford nourifhment to numerous herds of cattle, and 
flocks of fheep. Fields of rice and potatoes prefent, alfo, a new and highly interefting 
fpe&acle. One fees agriculture flourifhing, while nature alone defrays almoft all the 
expences : the fortunate inhabitants of Madagafcar never moiften the earth with their 
fweat ; they turn it up flightly with a pick-axe j and this labour alone is fuffidenL 
They make fmall holes in the ground at a little diftance from each other, and throw 
into them a few grains of rice, over which they fpread a little mould with their feet. 
What proves the great fertility of the foil is, that a field fown in this manner produces 
an hundred fold. 

The forefts contain a prodigious variety of moft beautiful trees, fuch as palms of 
every kind, ebony, wood for dying, bamboos of an enormous fize, and orange and 
lemon trees. 

Timber fit for malls, and for conftru&ing Ihips, is no lefs common than that em- 
ployed by carpenters and cabinet-makers. Flacourt fays, that he feat to France, in 
1650, fifty-two thoufand weight of aloe wood of an excellent quality. Phyficians call 
this wood agallochum^ and the Portuguefe eaglewood. 

Thefe numerous trees and flirubs are furrounded by a multitude of parafite plants ' 
and vines. In thefe forefts may be found agaric and mufhrooms, the colours of which 
are lively and agreeable, and which have an exquifite favour. The Malegaches call 
them holat, and know very well how to diftinguuh thofe which are not prejudicial to 
the health. Ufeful gums and xefins are alfo colle&ed here : the milky juice which the 
iflanders draw from trees, called in their language jingmre*, produces, -when it 
coagulates, that fingular fubftance known to naturaufts by the name of elaftic gum, 

* lairopha ilaftita. Link. T. 
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The ehtfticity of- this refinous gum has been lately employed in various arts ; furgery 
has even derived fome benefit from it, as it ferves to make excellent bandages ; but it 
is evident., that this valuable fubftance may be ufed with advantage for many other 
purpofes. 

All the forefts of Madagafcar abound with plants unknown to botanifis, fome of 
which are aromatic and medicinal, and others fit for dying. 

Flax, a kind of hemp, which, in length and ftrength, furpaffes that of Europe, the 
fugar-cane, wax, different kinds of honey, tobacco, indigo, black pepper, gum lac, 
amber, ambergreafe, feveral filky and cottony fubftances, would long ago have been 
objects of commerce, which Madagafcar might have furnifhed in profufion, had the 
Europeans, fince they frequented the ifland, endeavoured to diffufe among the iflanders 
that knowledge which is neceffary for preparing and rendering valuable the articles 
above mentioned. The molt indefatigable botanift, in the courfe of a long life, would 
fcarcely make himfelf even flightly acquainted with the natural hiftory of all the vege- 
table productions that grow in this ifland, the extent of which, in latitude, compre- 
hends feveral climates. 

Every refearch, which tends to give us a knowledge of the productions of Mada- 
gafcar, will be no lefs ufeful to commerce than to the improvement of arts and ma- 
nufactures. 

There are, doubtlefs, few countries in the world where navigators can find, in greater 
abundance, and at lets expence, refrefliments of every kind. 

It was in the great -bay of Antongil, that M. Mahe de la Bourdonnais, with as 
much fkili ,as expedition, found means to repair the Ioffes and misfortunes which 
his fquadron had fuftained ; without the refources which he procured here, that 
able Teaman would have, perhaps, not been in a condition to put to fea ; and might, 
confequently, have failed of that great fuccefs in India which has given a luftre to 
his memory. 

The long flay which M. de la Bourdonnais made in the bay of Antongil, to repair 
hisfhattered veffels, filled him with regret during his whole life, that he had not ac- 
quired more knowledge of the produ&ions of Madagafcar while he was governor of the 
files of France and Bourbon. This celebrated man was fully fenfible of the utility 
of which that large ifland might be to the colony over which he had prefided. 

Timber for building houfes and conftrufling {hips, pitch and tar, whale oil, falt-fiih 
of all kinds, indigo, tobacco, manufactured hemp and flax, with cotton and different 
kinds of fills, appeared to him very important objects of commerce. He admired with 
what dexterity the women of Madagafcar weave thofe beautiful pieces of fluff, which 
ferve them for clothing ; fome of them are made of the filaments of the leaves of a 
^plant called raven, others more highly valued by the natives, but in lefs requeft among, 
''the Europeans, are manufactured of cotton and filk. 

M. de la Bourdonnais was no lefs flruck on feeing the induftry with which thefe 
people forge and melt iron and .other metals; but he feMnore- value on their manner 
of twilling fmall cables, which are employed in fifhing for whales, and in mooring, 
their piraguas. 

He hoped that the natural ingenuity of thefe iflanders, and their tafle for the me- 
chanical arts, would render it a matter of little difficulty to introduce into Madagafcar 
feveral branches of commerce, ufeful both to Europe and the French colonies in the 
files of Bourbon and France. He propofed therefore to engage the directors of the 
Eaft India Company to ere£t there manufactories of fail-cloth, forges, founderies and 
rope-walks. The population of Madagafcar is fufficiently extenfive to give us reafon 
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to expect fuccefs from fuch eftafclilhments : befides, in that country, labour and raw 
materials are exceedingly cheap. 

No dread was to be apprehended that M. de la Bcurconnais would lead the directors 
of the company into great expence for warchoufes and buildings. "On. the contrary, he 
wiihed they might have the prudence to imitate the fimplicity and economy obikrved 
by the Meiegaches, in the conitru&ion of their houfes. Nothing, indeed, would be 
more ruinous than to raife in this wild country editices like thofe ufed by us for carry- 
ing on manufactories cf that kind. It is too common in Europe to fee ufeful eftablilh- 
ments languifh, and, fomer.mes. even occaficn bankruptcy to thoie who fet them on 
foot, becaufe they have been fo imprudent as to launch out into an extravagance of 
building, which is almoft. always of no utility to the principal object of their plan. 

The induftry cf thefe people cannot, certainly, in any manner, be compared to that 
of the Europeans. It is impoffible to calculate exactly the immenfe lofs of time which 
is occafioned to them, by the coarfenefs of their tools, and the imperfection of their 
arts. The favage does not know, as we do, the advantages of dividing labour, which 
procures to each individual the greateft poffible degree of dexterity, and, befides, fares 
time, which artifans always lofe in leaving one kind of work tc undertake another. 
'When one, however, has been a witnefs to the laborious care of the favages, and to 
the patience which they employ in order to fucceed in the moil common arts, one can- 
not help honouring them with that grateful applaufe which is due to thofe, who, among 
us, exert themfelves in bringing manufactures and the arts to perfection. Nothing is 
neceffary but feme new inventions to change the induftry of a great nation. The in- 
vention of the ftocking-Ioom, and the more recent difeovery of fpinning cotton by 
machinery, have operated a great revolution in thefe two branches of manufacture. 
Neither knitting nor fpinning by the hand can ever in future come in competition with 
work executed by machines. 

The natives of Madagafcar are called Malegaches or Madecajfes. They are portly in 
their perfons, and rife above the middle feature. The colour of their fkin is different ; 
among one tribe it is of a deep black, and among another tawny $ feme have a copper- 
coloured tint ; but the colour of the greater part is olive. 

All thofe who are black have woolly hair, like the negroes on the coaft of Africa, 
Thofe who are of a complexion fimilar to that of the Indians, and Mulattoes, have 
as lank nair as the Europeans. Their nofe is not flat ; they have a broad open fore- 
head ; their lips are thin ; and their features are regular and agreeable. Thefe people 
generally difplay in their countenance a peculiar character of franknefs and good-na- 
ture. They never fliew any delire of' learning but things which relate to the fimplell 
wants of mankind ; and this defire is always extremely moderate : they are very in- 
different refpe&ing knowledge which cannot he obtained without reflection. A natural 
want of care, and a general apathy renders every thing infupportable to them that re- 
quires attention. Sober, light and active, they fpend the greater part of their lives in 
Beeping, and in amufing themfelves. 

The Malegache, like the favage, is deftitute both of virtue and vice. To him the 
prefent is every thing ; he is fufceptible of no kind of forefight j and he does not even 
conceive that there are men on the earth who give themfelves uneafinefs refpecting 
futurity. 

The Malegache, as well as the favage, is abfolute mailer of himfelf ; his freedom 
is confined by no check or reftraint j he goes wherever he thinks proper, acts as he 
choofes, and does what he pleafes, except what may hurt a feliow-creamre. It never 
entered the mind of a Malegache to attempt to domineer over the thought»or actions 
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of any one ; each individual has his own peculiar manner of living ; and his neigh- 
bour never difturbs him, nor feven thinks of attempting it. In this refpeCfc thefe 
inlanders are much wifer than the Europeans, who have the cruel madnefs to wifh that 
all the people of the earth would conform to their cuftoms, opinions, and even 
prejudices. 

Are favages then fo much to be pitied ? Do we find many of them difcontented with 
their condition ? Does it -become us to defpife the ftate of nature ? Are we not fur- 
rounded by men, who, tired of exigence, deteft it, and feek to deprive themfelves 
of i: ? 

Thefavage confines his wants and defires to the procuring of what is abfolutely 
neceffary for his fubfiftence. He enjoys in peace the gifts of nature, and endures with 
fiLnce thofe evils which are infeparable from humanity. 

The conduct of man in a ftate of civilization is not fo reafonable. Idlenefs and 
opulence hurry him on to thofe vain and falfe enjoyments which, in the end, bring 
upon him new infirmities ; while unreflrained paffions, and a tafte for the moft frivo- 
lous things, make him continually deviate from the path that leads to happinefs. He 
who feeks it never finds it. Happinefs exifts, and can exift only in ourfelves, and in 
the good ufe which we make of our reafon. 

Were the favages as unhappy as we fuppofe, becaufe they are not acquainted with 
or defpife all thofe fuperfluities upou which we fet fo much value, why do they re- 
fute to adopt our manners, our cuftoms, and our laws ? ' J 

« Vander Stel, governor of the Cape of Good Hope, having procured a Hottentot 
ft child, sauted him to be educated according to the manners and cuftoms of Eu- 
“ rope. Fine clothes were given to him ; he was taught feveral languages ; and his 
“ progrefs fully correfponded with the care taken of his education. Vander Stel, 
“ entertaining great hopes of his talents, fent him to India under the protection of a 
“ commiffary general, who employed him with advantage in the company’s affairs. 
“ After the death of the commiffary, this Hottentot returned to the Cape. A few 
“ days after, while on a vifit to fome Hottentots, his relations, he formed a refolu- 
“ tion of pulling off his European drefs, in order to clothe himfelf with a fheep’s 
“ fkin. He then repaired to Vander Stel, in this new attire, carrying a bundle con- 
<c taming his old clothes, and, prefenting them to the governor, addreffed him as 
“ follows: ^ Be fo kind, fir, as to obferve, that I for ever renounce thefe clothes; I 
“ am determined to live and to die in the religion, manners, and cuftoms of my ancef- 
“ tors. The only favour I have to beg of you is, that you will fuffer me to keep the 
“ necklace and cutlafs which I now wear.’— Having delivered this fpeech, he imme- 
“ diately betook himfelf to flight, without waiting for the governor’s anfwer, and was 
u never afterwards teen at the Cape*.” 

Such examples are not uncommon : I could mention feveral of the fame' kind among 
the Madecaffes. 

. The inhabitants of Madagafcar are divided into a great number of tribes. It is 
fuppofed that the population of this ifland may amount to four millions. This evalua- 
tion, however, is by far too great ; and it is impoflible to afcertain the truth on this 
point, in the prefent ftate of the ifland, which is divided into a great number of fo- 
tieties, all diftind one from the other : each fociety inhabits that canton which it finds 
moft convepient, and governs itfelf according to its own ufages. A tribe is com- 
pofed of feveral villages, who have all a particular chief. This chief is fometimes 


elected, 
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ele&ed, but for the moft part fucceeds by hereditary right. The lands are not divided • 
they belong to thofe who take the trouble to rill them. Thele iflanders are not ac- 
quainted either with locks or bolts, and live in a very frugal manner. Hunger regulates 
their hours of repaft. It is, however, common to fee them dine at ten in the morn- 
ing, and fup at four in the afternoon. Their food confifts of very white rice, ex- 
ceedingly light, and well boiled, which they befprinkle with a fucculent kind of foup, 
made from fifti or flefh, and feafoned with pimento, ginger, faffron, and a few aromatic 
herbs. This fimple difh is ferved up in the leaves of the raven , which are ufed for 
plates, difhes, and fpoons. Thefe veffels are always dean, and are renewed at each 
repaft. 

The Malegaches have two methods only of preparing their food. They either boil 
it in earthen veffels of an excellent quality, which they manufacture with great inge- 
nuity, and which they call panelles, or they broil it upon the coals. 

They catch with much dexterity a great number of birds unknown in Europe, which 
are as much fought after by naturalifts, on account of the beauty of their plumage, as 
they are efteemed by travellers, on account of their exquifite tafte. 

The pheafant, the partridge, the quail, the pintado or guinea fowl, the wild duck, 
teals of five or fix different kinds, the black paroquet, thefpoon-bill, the turtle dove, 
the black-bird, the green wood-pigeon, pigeons and paroquets of various colours, to- 
gether with a kind of bat of a monftrous fize, afford excellent and delicate nourifhment 
to the Europeans. It was not without a confiderable degree of relu&ance, that I firffc 
ate the bats of Madagafcar, dreffed after the manner of a fricafeed chicken. Thefe 
animals are fo hideous, that the very fight of them frightens our failors ; yet when one 
can overcome that difguft which is infpired only by the idea of their figure, their flefh 
is found to be much more palatable than that of our beft fowls. 

The Malegaches catch immenfe quantities both of fea and frefh-water fifh. 

The dorado, breams of different kinds, foies, pilchards, much larger but not fo 
good or fo fat as ours, herrings, mackarel, oyfters, mufcles, crabs, and turtle, fur- 
nifti food in -abundance to the iflanders who live on the borders of the fea. The rivers 
alfo fupply than with very fine eels, and frefh water mullets, in tafte and excellence 
preferable to fea mullets. On thefe coafts there are a great many kinds of fifh, which 
one muft not eat without trying whether they are poifonous, by putting a piece of filver 
under-their tongue. If the piece of filver kffes its colour, and becomes black, thofe 
who fhould eat them would experience the moft fatal fymptoms, and be expofed to 
^jreat danger. Several of the people belonging to admiral Bofcawen’s fquadron loft 
their lives at Rodriguez, by not taking this ufeful precaution. 

The French have frequented only the eaftem coaft of Madagafcar. The province of 
Camaffi, in which Fort Dauphine ftands, is well known to them, and alfo a part of 
thofe where Foulepointe, the bay of Antongil, and the ifland of Noffi Hybrahim, are 
fltuated. 


OF THE SOUTHERN PART OF MADAGASCAR. 

THAT part of Madagafcar where Fort Dauphine is fituated is very populous. 
Almoft all the villages are built upon eminences ; they are furrounded by two rows of 
ftrong palifades ; aid within thefe there is a parapet of earth four feet in height. Lame 
bamboos, placed at the diftance of five feet from each other, and funk to a confiderable 
depth in the ground, ferve to ftrengthen the palifades : but fome of thefe villages arc 
. fortified alfo by a ditch ten feet in breadth, and fix in depth. 

The 
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The place where the chief .refides is called Donac : it contains two or three buildings 
■furrounded by a peculiar kind of inclofure, where the chief lives with his women and 
his children. 

The chiefs always go armed with a fufee, and a ftick headed with iron, to the other 
extremity of which is affixed a fmall.bunch of cow’s hair : they cover their heads with 
a cap made of red woollen cloth. It is by their caps, above all, that they can be dif- 
tinguilhed by their fubjefts. The authority of thefe chiefs is very much limited ; yet in 
the province of Carcanoffi they are fuppofed to be the proprietors of all the land, which 
thep diftribute among their fubjecis, in order to be tilled and cultivated. For this they 
require a fmali quit rent, which, in the language of the country, is called faenfa. 

The people of the province of Carcanoffi are not entirely ignorant of the art of writing, 
■They have even forne hiftorical books in the Madecaffe language : but their learned 
men, whom they call Ombiajes, ufe only the Arabic characters. They have among 
them treatifes on medicine, geomancy, and judicial aftrology. Thefe Ombiaffes are 
froth forcerers and phyficians. T he moft celebrated come from the province of Matatanq, 

• in which country magic is preferved in its full glory. The Matatanes are dreaded by 
the other natives of the ifland, becaufe they excel in this art of deception. The Om- 
biaffes profefs, in the public fchools, geomancy and aftrology. The art of writing has, 
doubtlefs, been brought into this ifland by the Arabs, who made a conqueft of it about 
three hundred years ago. Their paper is made in the valley of Amboule ; it is manufac- 
tured from the Papyrus nihtica , which the Madecaffes name Sanga-Sanga. They pull 
Cjff with great dexterity the inner bark of this tree; divide it into very thin filaments, 
“which they moiften with water ; and having laid them acrofs each other, in various 
directions, prefe them well down. They are then boiled in a ftrong lye of afnes, and 
afterwards pounded in *a large wooden mortar till they are reduced to a pafte. This 
pafte is warned, and drenched with water upon a frame made of bamboos, in the form of 
a grate. When this operation is finiftied, the leaves are fpread out to dry in the fun, 
and are glazed with a decoction of rice water, called in the Malegache language ranou 
fan. This paper is of a yeilowilh colour ; but when it is well glazed, it does not im- 
bibe the ink. The pens ufed by thefe iflanders are made of the bamboo. 

Their ink is made from a decoftion in boiling water of the bark of a tree which they 
call arandrato. This ink is not quite fo black as ours, but it is naturally more filming. 

The Arabic language has made fome progrefs in the north-weft part of the ifland of 
Madagafcar. It is well known that the Arab princes formed large eftabllfhments along 
the African coaft, which, according to geographers, correfpond with the kingdoms of 
Monomotapa and Mono-Emu gi. They took poffeffion alfo of the ifland of Comora ; 
and thefe princes, when they emigrated to Africa and the adjacent ifles, did not forget 
their ancient country. They ftill indeed carry on an inconfiderable trade with Aden, 
Mafrate, and the coafts of Abyffinia. ’ They have alfo on the fmali river of Bombetoc, 
in Madagafcar , a kind of fettlement, which enables them to vifit different parts of that 
ifland, for the purpofes of commerce. By thefe means they have introduced their lan- 
guage, and left fome traces of Mahometanifm among the Malegaches. Formerly, there 
fttbfifted between the Arabs and the Portuguefe of India a hatred and animofity, which 
nwpe founded folely on the zeal thefe two nations entertained for their religion. The 
Comom and Maffagafcar made frequent attacks upon the Portuguefe eftablifto 
ments -on *he coaft of Africa, which did them great injury : they even deftroyed fome 
ofthdr fetdements ; but this hatred became gradually exringuifhed, when the dipsiihe 
of thePortagaefr power rendered them lefs the obje&s of jealoufy. An attempt was 
at Goa, about twenty years ago, to take advantage of this fufpeafioh of: hostilities, 
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m order to form a Portuguefe fettlement at Cape St. Sebastian, in Madagalcar. The 
intention of this eftabliihment "was merely religious. The Portuguefe thought of form- 
ing a miffion^ rather than a faftory y but this project was not attended with fuccefs. 
M. Boffe, an inhabitant of the ifle of Bourbon, faw the melancholy remains of this 
eftabliffiment. 

It is furprifing that Mahometaniftn has not made greater progrefs in this ifland, which 
has been fo much frequented by the .Arabs. However, if we except circuu.cLlon, ab- 
sence from pork, and fome few trifling practices, which have very little influence 
over the conduct of thefe people, the defcendants of the Arabs themfelves have loft 
fight of the fundamental parts of their religious opinions. They do not believe in a 
future exigence ; like the Manichees, they admit of two principles, one fupremely good 
and the other extremely wicked. They never addrefs their prayers to the former ; but 
they entertain a great dread of the latter. They are continually doing homage and. 
offering up facrifices to him. 

The ifland of Madagaicar is fo near to the coa.fl of Africa, that it 3s natural to fup- 
pofe that it muft have been peopled from that vaft continent ; but at prefent the different 
races are fo intermixed, that it would be vain to attempt to defcribe all the varieties of 
them. 

One can, however, in this ifland difunguilh the race of r eal negroes; but it is a 
matter of more difficulty to diftinguifh thoi'e who are defcended from the whites. 

The whites, who inhabit the province of Anoffi and Carcanoffi, pretend to be de» 
fcendedfrom Imina, the mother of Mahomet. They have, affumed the name of Zaf- 
ferahimini. The whites, who inhabit Foulepointe, Noffi.Hibrahim, and the bay of 
Antongil, are fprung, fome from the pirates, and others from the Jews ; for this rea- 
fon, they call themfelves Zaffe-Hibrahim, that is to fay, the defcendants of Abraham.. 
Befides thefe, there is a third kind of whites, who fay they were fent to Madagascar by 
the Caliph of Mecca, to infiruct the Malegaches in the fecrets of nature, and the re- 
ligion of Mahomet. Thefe importers feized upon the province of Matatane, after they 
had expelled and maffacred the Zafferahimini, who governed that diftridt They are: 
called Zaffi-Cafimambou. Their complexion is darker than that of the other whites, 
and their profeffion is to teach to read and write the Arabic language. 

The Zafferahimini, in the province of Anoffi and Carcanoffi; believe that they ram* ' 
originally from the fandy plains on the borders of Mecca. On this account they are. 
called Ontampajfemaca, and are divided into three claffes, the Rhoandrians, the Anacan- 
drians, and the Ontzatfi. The firft and moll honourable clafs, is that bf the Rhoaa- 
drians. People of this clafs have affumed to themfelves the privilege of killing animals^ 
Among favages, and people who fubfift by hunting, the trade of a batcher isalmoft 
always held in great diftin&ion. The Rhoandrians are the nobility of the country 
and It is always from tliis clafs that the fovereign is chofen. 

The Anacandrians are defcended from the Rhoandrians, and a woman of an inferior 1 
clafs. For this reafon, they {hare with the Rhoandrians the honour and advantage of 
killing, for the other iflanders, fuch animals as are neceffary to their fubfillence. 

The Ontzatfi are the laft clafs of the Qntampaffemaca ; but they enjoy no particular 
marks of diftinction. They are generally brave foldiers, fkilled in the art of war, who- 
can throw a ftone or an affagay with great dexterity , and who fpend their time b dancing, . 
fleeping, and amufing themfelves. They learn from their earliert infancy fome i'ongs,. 
containing leffons of morality, or fables refpecking their origin. <)>,: 

The native blacks are divided into, four claffes: the Yoadziri, the Lohavplriffi# 4*e. 
&OXZQ&, andtheOndeves^ 



ROCHON’s VOYAGE TO MADAGASCAR. 


746 

The Voadziri, we are allured, are the defendants of the ancient fovereigns of the 
Hland. They are generally pretty rich in Haves and flocks ; and they are allowed to 
poflefs federal villages. Thefe people mud be held in great confxderation among the 
iflanders of Madagafcar, for they have preferved, notwithftanding the defpotifm of the 
Arabs, who conquered the province of Anofii, the right of killing, when they are not 
in the prefence of a Rhoandrian or an Anacandrian, fuch animals. as ^belong to their 
fubjeffts. The Lohavohits are much lefs powerful than the Voadziri. ,'lhey can never 
poflfefs more than one village ; and, however rich they may he in flocks, they muft 
always fend for a Rhoandrian or an Anacandrian, to kill thofe animals which they 
and their fubjects ufe as food. 

TJie cafte of the Ontzoa comes immediately after that of the Lohavohits, to whom 
they are nearly related; but they have no kind of authority or privilege. . The 
Ondeves are Haves by extraction : in the Malegache language, that word lignifies ; a 
loji man. 

The Malegaches preferve, refpecling their origin, a fable which correfponds extremely 
well with the fubdivifion I have given of thefe different caftes. 

Such of thefe iflanders as have any erudition, relate, that the Creator of heaven and 
earth formed, from the body of the firfl man whilft he was afleep, feven. women. 
Thefe were the mothers of the different caftes. 

The cafte of the Rhoandrians are the offspring of the firfl man, and the woman 
formed from his brain. The mother of the Anacandrians, and that of the Ontzatfi, 
had not fo noble an origin. The one was formed from his neck ; and the other from 
the left fhoulder. 

The cafte of the Voadziri proceed from the firfl man, and the woman formed out 
of his right fide. ' 

The mother of the Lohavohits and the Ontzoa came from the thigh and the calf 
of the leg ; but the extraflion of the Ondeves is flill meaner. They are faid to be 
defeended from the foies of the feet. 

It is doubtlefs a fubject of melancholy reflection to find amongft the people who 
inhabit the large province of Anoifi fo ridiculous fables refpecting the inequality of 
their condition. What a deplorable abfurdity for favages to refufe being brethren, 
and to difdain a common origin I The explanation of this kind of phenomenon can be 
found only in the conquefl which the Arabs, the anceftors of the Rhoandrians, made 
of Madagafcar. This foreign race have left, wherever they were difperfed, the moft 
lamentable traces of fuperftition. The Rhoandrians are reduced at prefent to a family 
of about twenty perfons. None of them are to be found but in the province of Anofii ; 
arid there is reafon to hope that the ifland will at length be delivered from the 

S v eminent and yoke of thefe conquerors, who have laid it wafte, and infected it with 
ahometan practices. 

The Malegaches fubmit to the Rhoandrians only as free fubjefts. They change 
their chiefs at pieafure ; and they can attach themfelves to any one whom they 
think capable of fecuring to them happinefs and tranquillity. Thefe iflanders are too 
brave to crouch under a burlhenfome yoke ; but their extreme credulity, is, without 
doubt, very prejudicial to their liberty, and to the fuccefs of their enterprifes. 

How is it poffible that thefe people, involved in the darknefs of ignorance, can 
defend themfelves againlt. the deception of the Ombiafles, when the moft enlightened 
nations are flill every day dupes to quacks and impoftors? It would appear as if it 
were necefiarythat man fhould fuller himfelf to be fubjedted by chimeras. Reafon is 
ieidbm ever fo powerful as to preferve him entirely from that fondnefs for the nvar- 
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vellous which often hurries him into the moll ridiculous iiiufions ; and if in civilized 
nations he fometimes artfully conceals this fatal propenticy, it is only becaufe he is 
afhamed of his weaknefs. 

The Malegaches of the province of Anoffi are lively, fenfible, and grateful : they 
are far from being deftifute of intelligence or capacity. Thefe idanders are paffionately 
fond of women; and when in their company never appear fad, or dejeded. Their 
principal attention is to pleafe the fair fex, who, in this country more than in any 
other, meet with that refped and deference which are fo neceffary to the happinefs of 
fociety. Man here never commands as a defpot ; nor does the woman ever obey as a 
{lave. The balance of power inclines even in favour of the women. Their empire is 
that of beauty, mildnefs, and the graces : for, colour excepted, the Malegache women 
are handfome. Their perfons are Sender and genteel ; they have pleafing and delicate 
features ; a foft fmooth {kin ; teeth remarkably white ; and fine blue eyes, the pupils 
of which are brown and fparkling. 

A plurality of wives is not uncommon here among the chiefs, and thofe who are 
rich ; but they never efpoufe more than one legally ; the reft are confidered as concu- 
bines. This pradice^ is not attended with difagreeable confequences in Madagascar ; 
for all thefe women live in harmony together. Befides, a divorce may take place as 
often as the conjugal union difpleafes either the hufoand or the wife. When they part, 
however, by mutual confent, they reftore to each other the property they poffeffed 
before marriage. In Madagascar adultery is looked upon as a robbery, and as fuch is 
punifhed. Thefe people, therefore, pay the utmoft refpect to marriage ; they forewarn 
fbrangers to behave with decency to their wives ; but they offer them their daughters, 
and think themfelves much honored when they have children by them. Married 
women may be known by their hair, which is feparated into treffes, and bound up in 
the form of a nofegay on the top of the head. Young women fuffer it to fall carelefsly 
over their fhoulders. Hufbands are always in high fpirits when with their wives ; their 
prefence infpires them with joy ; as foon as they perceive them, they begin to dance 
and to fing ; and they continually repeat that they footh the cares of life. The Male- 
gache women appear to be happy, and are generally in good humour. Their lively, 
cheerful and equal temper is peculiarly pleafing to the Europeans. 

While the Malegaches are at war, their women fing and dance inceffantly, through- 
out the whole day, and even during a part of the night. They imagine that thefe 
continual dances animate their hufbands, and increafe their vigour and courage. They 
fcarcely allow themfelves time to enjoy their meals. When the war is ended, they 
affemble, at fun-fet, and renew their finging and dancing, which always begin with 
much noifie, and the found of various instruments. Their fongs are either panegyrics 
or fatires ; and appeared to me to intereft the fpedators very much. Such fports are 
a kind of ufeful leffons, in which glorious deeds are celebrated, and contemptible adions 
ridiculed. As foon as a woman perceives that her health betrays any figns of having 
had familiar intercourfe with the Europeans, {he abfents herfelf from thofe joyful afiem- 
blies, in order to avoid the cutting raillery of her companions, and to put herfelf under 
the care of the phyficians, or Omhiaffes. This cuftom prevents the venereal difeafe 
from fpreading fo much in this ifland as it has fpread in Europe. Befides, the Om- 
biaffes have found out a remedy for this diforder, which is faid to be extremely effica- 
cious. 1 do not recoiled the name of the plant which they ufe ; but I know that its 
leaves refemble thofe of the phyllyrea. Thefe phyficians Order the patient to chew and 
fwallow it, lying alternately on the back and belly, in a horizontal pofitk®. 'J i ke 
patient rauft not be loaded with clothes ; and, in order that perfpiratioa may not be 
vol. xvi. 5 d impeded. 
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impeded, fhe mull be furrounded, on all Tides, with a ftrong brifk fire, during the 
whole time that the remedy ads. The virus of the difeafe generally accumulates in the 
foies of the feet; and the abfcefs, there formed is feldom attended with difagreeable 
confequences. Great care is taken that the heat of the fire may not be too difagreeable 
to the patient. Thefe favage people thus know how to deliver themfelves happily, 
Jtnd in lefs time than we, from that fcourge which we introduced amongft them, and 
which in Europe occafions fo much devastation. 

Molt travellers, inftead of lamenting that the favages ever became acquainted 
"with the Europeans, feem to take delight in throwing out every kind of invective 
againft them. It is thus that they have almofl always rewarded them for the hofpitality 
which they fo generoufly and difintereftedly Ihewed towards us. If you read Ela- 
1 court*, you will imagine that the Malegaches are the molt perverfe, the moil de- 
ceitful, and the mod fawning of mankind. He does not hefitate to affert, that among 
thefe iflanders treachery and revenge are accounted virtues ; compaffion and g-ratitude 
weaknefles. Such abfurd declamation, however, can impofe only on thofe who have 
not ftudied, with Roufleau, man in his primitive Rate. 

I have ftudied with fome care the character and cuftoms of the iflanders of Mada- 
gascar ; I have feveral times afiifted at their affemblies when they were deliberating upon 
important affairs ; I have followed them in their dances, their fports and their amufe- 
ments ; and I have always found among them that prudent referve which fecures them 
from. thofe fatal exceffes, and thofe vices, fo common among poliflied nations. I was 
indeed, then fo young that my obfervations cannot have much weight ; but, if my ex- 
perience is not fufficient to infpire confidence, I beg the reader to Rudy the nature of 
things, more than the relations of ignorant and unprincipled men, who think they 
have a right to exercife the mod defpotic fway over the inhabitants of a foreign land. 

If the Malegaches have fometimes employed treachery, they were forced to it by the 
tyranny of the Europeans. The weak have no other arms to prated them from, the 
attacks of the ftrong. Can thefe people defend themfelves by any other means againft 
our bayonets and artillery ? They are deftitute of knowledge and refources ; yet we 
take advantage of their weaknefs to make them yield to our caprices : they receive the 
moft rigorous treatment in return for the hofpitality which they have fo generoufly 
lliewn to us; and we call them traitors and cowards, when we force them to break 
the yoke with which it has pleafed us to load them. 

Thefe melancholy truths are too well proved, by the ruin of the different eftablilh- 
ments which the Europeans have, attempted to form in Madagafcar. 

In 1642, Captain Picault obtained for himfelf and aflbciates the exclufive privilege 
of trading to Madagafcar ; and at the fame epoch a grant of the iiland was given to a 
powerful company, by letters patent from the crown. 

One. Pronis therefore was commiflioned to take poffeifion of Madagafcar in the 
name of the king, with orders to form an eftablilhment in fome fertile fpot, which 
might he fufceptible of defence, and of an eafy and fafe accefs. In confequence of 
thefe. orders, he made choice of the village of Manghefia, which is fifuated at the ex- 
tremity of the province, of Carcanoffi, in the latitude of 24° 30'. This place appeared 

was diredlof- general of the Trench Hail-India Company, and in 1648 had the management of an 
expeditmrn the ifi*nd of Madagafcar, which, like all the preceding, proved unfuccefsful. This expe- 
dition, i»ww, procured a very minute account of the iiland, which Flacourt was enabled to give, 
irom having refilled in it ten years. It was printed at Paris, in one volume quarto, with figures dcfigjied 
and engraven by the aftthpr, and was dedicated to the fubintendant Fouquct, who had the principal; fare, 
company then foyiaed'for casing on a trade to the Eail Indies. T. ’ 
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to him as likely to anfwer the propofed end in every refipjfi. The numerous herds 
of horned cattle which frequented this part of the country, and its rich fluids of rice 
and potatoes, fuffered no uneafmefs to remain in his min’d respecting prov Lions. A 
navigable river, which takes its rile at the bottom of mount Siliva, \vaters meadows of 
an immenfe extent in the neighbourhood : timber of all kinds fit for building hocfes, 
or cOnftrudfing {hips, may be found in abundance clofe to commodious docks ; and 
the harbour is perfectly fheitered from the fea winds by the fmall iflacd of Si. Lucia. 

Scarcely hadPronis eftablilhed himfelf at.Manghefia,’ when Captain Refimca brought 
him feventy people from France, to reinforce his fmall colony. But the unwhoiefc menefs 
of the climate in the fpace of a month deftroyed one third of the whole, Prcnis being 
then, obliged to abandon this firft eftabliftment, notwithftanding its advantageous 
fituation, retired precipitately with the remains of his colony to the peninfula of Tho- 
langar, the air of which is more falubrious. 

This peninfula, which is fituated in the twenty-fifth degree of latitude, increifes 
infenfibly in breadth, and might eafily be fecured 'from any attack of the iflanders by 
redoubts and palifades. The fort built here, the elevation of which above the fea is an 
hundred and fifty feet, commands the harbour, fo that an enemy at anchor would not 
long be able to withftand the fire of its batteries. A bold (bore furrounded with break- 
ers renders it very difficult to land here ; and accefs to the fort would be impradicable, 
were it ftrengthened by fome addidonal works. This fort, called Fort Dauphin, is of 
an oblong figure, and is furrounded with good walls built of lime and fand, covered 
with ftrong cement : it was thought needlefs to enclofe it on the fide towards the har- 
bour. The anchoring ground is excellent : a {hip here would fooner break her cables 
than drive on her anchors : but the fea winds, and above all the frequent and ftrong 
norch-eaft breezes, are very troublefome to {hips moored in this port, the entrance of 
which is bounded on the fouth by Cape Ravenate, and on the north by the point of 
Itapera. The beautiful river of Fanlhere, which has its fource at the bottom of the 
mountains of Manghabey, runs into the fea two leagues from Fort Dauphin, and very 
near to Cape Ravenate. This river fupplies water to a large lake, which the iflanders 
call the lake of Amboule. It is ten thoufand fathoms in circumference, and its mean 
depth is about forty feet. 

The lake of Amboule would form an excellent harbour, were not the channel by 
which it communicates with the fea often {hut up by fluffing fands. 

There are certain times when large veffels might eafily be carried into this h a fin ; 

' but fuch opportunities a/e rare. Before thefe occafions can happen, the river, by a 
fudden fwell, muft have waftted away the bar of fand which the winds and the waves 
are every day accumulating at its mouth, and which is formed in that fpot where the 
current of the water is in equilibria with the force of the tide. It is not, however, 
impoffible to open that paffage, and to clear away the fand-bank which prevents flaps 
from entering this excellent harbour. 

To effe& this, the hulls of fome old veffels laden with balfeffc ought to be funk, at 
certain diftances, and in a direction which local obfervariom made with great care could 
alone point out. Thefe incumbrances would ferve as fo many foundations to a new 
fand-bank, which would be formed from the quantities daily wafted in by the fea. 
After this preliminary operation was fmifhed, it would be neceflary to Wait fome time, 
until the land-bank was pretty well consolidated to withftand the force of the river, 
which, when increafed in ftrength and quantity, might produce the effeft of a Jaige 
fiaice. The bank employed to withftand the current being conftru&ed in ftch a 
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manner as to break of itfelf, the violence of the ftream would not fail to cleanfe the 
mouth of the river, and to render the entrance of the lake practicable. 

Every method employed to make moles in the fea might be attended with advantage 
in accomplilhing the object here propofed. If I have given the preference to that of 
ding the hulls of did Ihips, it is becaufe it appears to me to be the moit commodious,, 
the moll expeditious, and the lead expenfive. B'efides, an experiment of this nature 
could not foil of being ufeful and inftru&ive, whatever might be its fuccefs. Veffels, 
when funk, are maffes fo enormous and folid, on account of the care taken to bind all 
their parts together, that I do not think it pofiible to fubflitute for them, in moles, and 
works deftined to withftand the fury of the fea, any other bodies more capable of 
refilling the violence of the waves. The river Fanlhere is navigable for boats to the 
diflance of from fifteen to twenty leagues from its mouth. The labour neceflary to 
bring the navigation of this river to perfection would be very inconfiderable. 

The point of Itapera, which is to the north of Fort Dauphin, enclofes, on the 
fouthern fide, the great bay of Loucar. The ifland of St. Clair fhelters it from the 
fea winds, and prevents the fmall river of Itapera from being choked up with fand, like 
that of Fanlhere. 

The port is on the leeward fide of the ifland $ but the anchoring ground here is 
little frequented by navigators, becaufe the bay of Loucar abounds with fhoals and 
quickfands. 

The peninfula of Tholangar was fo much the more favourable to the eftablilhment 
of Pronis, as the rich and fertile valley of Amboule, and the proximity of feveral 
navigable rivers, freed him from all uaeafinefs refpecting the means of fubfifting. 
Mines of iron and fteelof an excellent quality, hemp, relxnous gums, pitch and tar, and 
timber fit for building houfes, or conftrufting Ihips, all found here in abundance, 
were advantages which a wife and enlightened adminiltration would not have fuffered 
tbemfelves to neglefl:. Pronis, however, was a man dellitute of talents and indullry. 
The indolence in which he lived, as well as the Frenchmen under his command, 
involved the colony in all thofe diforders which an imprudent conduct ufually 
produces. Licentioufnefs was fucceeded by a fpirit of revolt ; and thofe who 
owed fubmilfion and obedience to their chief foon put him in irons, In this 
ftate of captivity, he_ continued fix months. When releafed from his imprifon- 
1 ment by a _veffel which had anived from France, with fuch provifions as he 
flood moft in need of, he rendered himfelf guilty of a new crime, by publicly 
felling to Vander Meller, the governor of Mauritius, at prefent called the Ifle of 
France, all the unfortunate Malegaches who were in the fervice of the eftablifh- 
ment. What raifed the indignation of the iflanders to the higheft pitch upon this 
occafion was, that there were amongft thefe flaves fixteen women of .the race of the 
Lohavohits. 

When the company were informed of this lhameful conduct, they deprived Pronis 
of his commiffion. Flacourt was chofen to fucceed him $ but he did not arrive at 
Fort Dauphin till towards, the end of December 1 648. As he has publiflied a minu te 
account of every thing which took place under his adminiltration, I fhall hot here 
trace out a pi&ure of the cruelty, injuftice, and oppreffion, which that governor ex- 
erdfed tow^ds the unfortunate iflanders. In x 66 1 he, fent forty Frenchmen, followed 
• by a body of armed blacks, to bum and ravage the fertile country of Fanlhere. The 
manner in which Flacourt violated that hofpitality which had been fo generoufly lhewn 
to hjm, cannot be defended in an enlightened age. -I am inclined to believe^ that 
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event man, hereafter, who has the lead regard for virtue or humanity, will fly from 
foreign lands, and renounce every commercial advantage, rather than imitate the bar- 
barous conduct of this governor. Inilead of making favage nations wear our chains, 
let us impart to them our fciences, and our knowledge. People funk in the darknefe 
of ignorance, and intimidated by the fuperiority of our arms, cannot certainly avoid 
the yoke which we are pleaded to lay upon them : but what right is more iniquitous 
than that of force ? And how dare we at prefent accufe favage nations of treachery, 
when, harraffed by our tyranny, they have only attempted to avenge themfelves for 
our feverity ? If Flacourt knew better than Pronis how to enforce obedience from the 
French under his command, he did not, however, Ihew that he was much better ac- 
quainted with the principles of the laws of nature : he was unjuft and cruel towards a 
people, who being the proprietors of the country, ought to have given laws to him, iu- 
ftead of receiving them. But let us leave Flacourt' s Hilary to thofe who may have 
courage to read it ; and let us fee whether his fucceffors were lefe inhuman. 

Fort Dauphin was burnt in 1655, and was not rebuilt till the year 1653. Cha- 
margou, who was then governor, fent La Cafe to explore that part of the illand which 
lies to the north of the country of the Matanes. This commiffion La Cafe executed 
with much intelligence. It may not be here improper to give fome account of the 
character of this man, whofe memory is ftill celebrated among thefe people. La Cafe 
was only a fi&itious name ; that of his family was Le Vacher ; ' and he was boro 
at Rochelle. On his arrival at Fort Dauphin, the French were held in no kind of 
eftimation among the iflanders. After great expences, that eftablifliment was in a 
Hate of the moll deplorable decline. La Cafe, however, undertook to revive the 
confequence of the French nation ; and in this he fucceeded. By a great number of 
victories he acquired the fumame of Dian Pouffe ; and no greater honour could have 
been conferred upon him by the Malegaches : for Dian Pouffe is the name of a chief 
who formerly conquered the illand, and who is even yet held in great veneration among- 
thefe people. 

The French, alone, withheld from La Cafe that juftice which was due to his valour 
and good condufi. The governor of Fort Dauphin, jealous of the glory he had 
acquired, by executing, in an able manner, thofe difficult commiffions which had been 
affigned to him, refufed either to reward or to promote him. The fovereign of the 
province of Amboule, named Dian-Raffitate, took advantage of the juft refentment of 
La Cafe, and invited him to enter into his fervice. Five Frenchmen accompanied him, 
and abandoned Fort Dauphin. Dian-Nong, Dian- Raffi tare’s daughter, having con- 
ceived a violent affedtion for La Cafe, offered him her hand with the coafent of her 
father ; and this chief, tottering on the brink of the grave through age and infirmities, 
had the confolation of fecuring the feappinefs of his lubjecls, by rendering his fon-in- 
law abfolute mailer of the rich arid fertile province of Amboule. 'When La Cafe 
married Dian-Nong, he refufed the title and honours which, in that country, are 
attached to the fovereign power. He wiihed only to be confidered as the firll fubjedl 
of his wife, who was declared fovereign after the death of her father. La Cafe, be- 
loved by Dian-Nong, who, to a charming countenance, added great courage, and the 
rarelt qualities, elleemed and refpefled by his family, and the Amboulefe, to whom 
he was a father, could only offer up ineffedual vows for the profperity of the French 
eftablifliment at Fort Dauphin. 

He was not fuffered to go to the relief of his countrymen, whom he knew to be ih 
the utmoll diftrefs. Chamargou had fet a price upon his head, as well as upon thofe 
of the five Frenchmen who had followed him to Amboule. The chiefs, who Jefided 
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*n the neighbourhood of the fort, highly irritated to find that an attempt fliould be 
made againft the life of ■ a man for whom they entertained the higheft veneration, 
'unanimoufly refufed to fupply the colony with provifions. An abfolnte famine, there- 
fore, was now added to increafe the defolation occafioned by fevers and other dif- 
tempers, which had reduced the number of the French to eighty men. 

The eftablifliment at Fort Dauphin was on the point of being totally ruined, when 
the arrival of a veffel, commanded by Kercadio, a gentleman of Brittany, fufpended for 
feme time the evils with which the colony was afflicted. 

Diforder and confulion had never ceafed to prevail among the French from the 
time that they firft formed a fettlement in Madagafcar. The iflanders detefted, and 
'even began to defpife them. They were incenfed at our tyranny j and our inteftine 
divifions had weakened that fentiment of terror, with which the fuperiority of our 
arms had at firft infpired them. Captain Kercadio faw, therefore, that the affiftance 
he had brought with him from France could not be of long duration. That brave 
-officer, who was free from the prejudices of his ftation, and the harfhnefs peculiar to 
his profeffion, judged it neceffary to endeavour to bring about a reconciliation between 
Chamargou and La Cafe. He reprefented to the former, that he could no longer 
confider, as his fubaltem, a man, who, by his marriage with Dian-Nong, had become 
not only abfolute .mafter of the province of Amboule, but fovereign alfo of the whole 
ifland of Madagafcar. No madnefs, indeed, could have been attended with more fatal 
confequences to the French, than that of the head of a languifhing colony obftiriately 
perfifHng to treat as a rebel, a perfon is powerful as he was refpe&ed, and who, by 
a fingle word, might have occafioned his deftruftion. Defpairing that his reafoning 
would have any effeft on the prejudiced and inflamed mind of Chamargou, Kercadio 
applied to an intelligent counfellor, who, through a very Angular accident, had em- 
barked in his veffel, and earneftly begged him as his friend, to employ his abilities, in 
endeavouring to convince the governor what were his real interefts, and thofe of the 
colony entrufted to his care. 

If the counfellor fucceeded in this difficult enterprize, he was lefs indebted for the 
accomplifhment of his wifhes, to his eloquence, than to the honour of being known 
to and protected by the marfhal de la Meilleraye. As foon as he informed Chamargou 
that he ftiould be indifpenfably obliged to give an account to the marlhal of the caufe 
of the misfortunes, and perhaps of the entire lofs of Fort Dauphin, the governor, who 
had been hitherto fo haughty and intractable, who braved famine and death, and who 
wais on the point of facrificing to his defire of revenge the melancholy remains of the 
colony under liis command, became timorous and fubmiffive. The name of the 
inarflial alone ftruck him With terror. He lent to beg that Kercadio would forgive 
his obftinacy ; and did every thing in his powel**to induce that officer to bring about 
a reconciliation between him and La Cafe ; offering, at the fame time, to make every 
reparation that might be required. Kercadio fet out, therefore, for Amboule, accom- 
panied by the counfellor. The negotiation with which he Was charged, experienced 
neither difficulty nor delay. La.Cafe defpifed the vain efforts of' his enemies. This 
fefpe&able character had no ftronger defire than that of being ufeful to his country- 
men. He hafteiied to their affiftance, as foon as he had permifflon; peace and abundance 
follo'wed him to Fort Dauphin ; and during the time that he directed it by his coiinfel, 
diforder and. want ceafed to afflict that eftablifhment. 

, Dian-Noqg behaVed with no lefs generofity than La Cafe ; and fuch is the force of 
virtue, that thofe Was hot a fingle Frenchman who was not fenfibly affe&ed by the 
heroic courage Of this'woxnan, who had fufficient command over herfelf to banifh all 
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remembrance of the injuries done to her hufband. She cave Tray to that fvreet impulfe 
or rather innate defire, which inclines man to aEft his fellow-creatures, when he fees 
them in diftrefs. 

The counfeilor {hared with his friend Kercadio the hap: in sis o: having brought back 
peace and plenty to Fort Dauphin ; but without forgetting the ceteftabb irratagetn by 
which he had been tom from his bufinsfs, and his favourite purfahs. He had been 
wandering for feveral years on the ftormy ocean, without any particular object in view ; 
and was traverfing dirt ant countries, contrary to his intereft and inclination. His 
wifhes, directed folely to his native foil, could not be accompli feed vrithout experiencing 
new diftrefles. The bitter remembrance of the manner in which his confidence had 
been abufed, in order to give him up to defpair, {fill aggravated the feverity of his fate. 
Ye, who are fo often dupes to the falie appearances and deceitful looks of thofe impof- 
tors who found their fortunes on your credulity, may this relation be ufeful to you, 
and preferve you from the misfortune of lieedlefsiy trading yourfeives into the hands 
of thofe worthlefs men, who do not flatter and carets you but because they know you, 
and through motives which your vanity does not permit you to perceive. This coun- 
fellor, commiflioaed to execute an order which his family had folicited and obtained for 
tranfporting his brother to Madagascar, on account of his profligacy, was fo imprudent 
as to entruft himfelf, at Nanfz, to one of thofe officious men who have the perfiduous 
talent of infpiring ftranger; with confidence, and of profiting by their fimplicity. This 
wretch thought it a harmltls joke to kidnap the counfeilor, in the room of his brother 
whom he fuffered to efcape, and by this double fraud he {tripped both of them of their 
money. 

But to return to my fubject. La Cafe remained no longer at Fort Dauphin than the 
time abfolutely neceflary for re-eftablifhmg in it abundance and peace. His wife, Dian- 
Nong, was much difgulled with the place ; and her own private affairs recalled her to 
Amboule. Befides, Chamargou, more jealous of La Cafe’s fuccefs than grateful for fiis 
fervices, would not have failed to do every thing in his power to render his life uncom- 
fortable. Of this La Cafe could entertain the lefs doubt, as the governor did not deign 
to join his entreaties to thofe of the reft of the colony, in. order to induce him to remain 
at the fort. At the moment, however, when the French, to the number of two hun- 
dred, were levying confiderable taxes from the fertile province of Carcanoffi, and giv- 
ing law to the iflanders, a cruel war again broke out to deluge that fine country in blood, 
and to render the affiftance of La Cafe neceflary. This war, more fatal to the French 
than the Malegaches, was occafioned by the inconfiderate zeal of a miffionary. Dian 
Manangue, fovereign of the province of Mandrarey, a powerful, bold, and fpirfted 
chief, and a faithful ally to the French, had received in his dome, with every mark of 
diftin&ion, one Father Stephen, a Lafflarift, and fuperior of the million of Madagafe 

C2T» 

This father, charmed with the excellent qualities of the chief, imagined that it would 
be an eafy matter to convert him. When Dian Manangue perceived his intention, he 
thought it a mark of refpect due to the friendfhip which he had vowed to the French, 
and above all, to the recommendation of La Cafe,- to inform the zealous miffionary that 
all his efforts would be fruitlefs. Thefe people are fond of making orations, and of 
haranguing in public. Dian Manangue, therefore, affembled his women and family, 
in order that he might declare publicly that nothing was capable of making him, re- 
nounce his ancient cuftoms. “ I pity, 5 ’ feid he, “your folly, in wifhing, that at ray age 
“ I ihould facrifice my happinefs and the pieafures which furround me in mv, deme 
“ your will. I pity you for bang deprived of that which foothes the cares, of life You 
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(! permit me to live with one woman : but, if the pofleffion of one woman be a good, 
« why is the pofleffion of a numerous feraglio an evil, when peace and harmony prevail 
« among thofe who compofe it ? Do you obferve among us any fymptoms of jealoufy, 
et or feeds of hatred ? — No- — All my women are good — they all endeavour to render 
« me happy j and I am more their Have than their matter. 

“ But if your maxims are fo ufeful and neceflary, why do not your countrymen at 
« the fort follow them ? — They ought to know much better than I the merit and value 
«« of your words. Believe me, my friend, I will not deceive you ; it is impoffible for 
« me to change my cuftoms ; I will never quit them but with my life. I,'however, 

gj-ve you leave to exercife your zeal on the people who are fubjeft to my authority ; 
« and I give you the fame power over my family and my children. But this per- 
« miffion will be of very little avail, unlefs you can fuit your precepts to our manners 
te and ufages.” 

Father Stephen made no other reply to this fpeech than to order the chief, in a 
peremptory tone, to difmifs all his women, except one. This miffionary even fo far 
loft fight of moderation, that he had the temerity to threaten that he would caufe the 
French to carry away all his women, if he delayed for a moment, to put his order in 
execution. It may be readily imagined, that a behaviour fo violent and unexpected 
muft have occafioned a general indignation and revolt in the donac. The women fell 
upon the miffionary ; loaded him with reproaches and blows ; and in their fury they 
would have undoubtedly firangled him, had notDian Manangue, notwithflanding the 
agitation he was under, come fpeedily to his afliftance. The chief was obliged to make 
ufe of all his authority before he was permitted to remain alone a fmgle moment with 
this father, whom he difmified after giving him a rich prefent. Befides, he afked of 
the miffionary a refpite of fifteen days to determine on the grand affair of his converfion : 
but this delay, folicited with fo much earneftnefs by the chief, and with difficulty 
granted by the miffionary, was intended to anfwer a very different purpofe. Dian 
Manangue wiflied to gain time, in order to quit the province of Mandrarey, without 
dread of being purfued by the French ; and, when he thought he could do this in 
fafety, he departed with his women and flaves, to feek fhelter in the country of the 
Machicoies, which is twenty -five leagues diftant from Fort Dauphin. 

His departure, however, was not fo private as to efcape the knowledge of Father 
Stephen, for he had fpies even in the donac of the chief. In vain, therefore, did 
Chamargou endeavour to retain him. The miffionary, confulting only his zeal, formed 
the rafh refolution of following Dian Manangue to the country of the Machicores. A 
brother of St. Lazarus, and another Frenchman, with fix fervants or domeftics, loaded 
with facerdotal habits, accompanied him in this dangerous expedition. 

In the firfl week of Lent, 1 664, Father Stephen joined Dian Manangue, after ex- 
periencing much fatigue and a multitude of difaflers. The chief, more aftonifhed than 
alarmed at the courage df the miffionary, behaved to him with the mofl profound 
reverence, and received him in a manner which he had no title to expedt. In vain did 
he beg him to renounce the project which he had formed of converting him ; obferving 
that his manners and ufages were an infuperable obflacle to fuch a change. Father 
Stephen, inftead of making any. reply, hutched from him his oli and his amulets, threw 
them into the fire, and declared open war againfi him. It need be no matter of fur- 
prife that this violent conduct of the miffionary fhould occafion his deftru&ion, as well 
as that ofthofe who attended him. Dian Manangue caufed them all to be inftantly 
butchered ; a ad, at the fame time, fwcre, that he would entirely extirpate the French 
from the iflsrnd. In order that he might execute this fatal vow with more certainty, 
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the chief fent his fon, who had been bapdfed, to La Vatangue, his brother-in-law, to 
acquaint him with the motives which had induced him to free himfelf from the tyranny 
of the French, whofe infidious defigns aimed at nothing left than to aboiiih the man- 
ners, ufages, and religion of the country ; adding, that his oli (a kind of amulet con- 
fulted by thefe iflanders) had commanded him to defend them, even at the hazard of 
his life ; and he allured La Vatangue, that the French had rendered them:e!ves tr.ca- 
pable of conquering, fmce they had dared to proceed to fuch criminal eveeucs. The 
irritated chief gave notice to his brother-in-law, ai:o, that Chatnartpu had fent forty 
Frenchmen to the eaftern coaft, and that he might eafily furpriie and mruTccre them. 
“ I fend you my fon,” continued he at the er.u of the letter, *■’ to be at the head of 
(i the army which you difpatch to attack and dcftroy the French : it is my cli that 
“ infpires me ; and you are well acquainted with the misfortunes which come upon us 
“ when we do not faithfully obey its mandates. My fen will give you a particular 
“ account of every thing that has paffed j and you will, no doubt, be tilled with in- 
u dignation when you know the perfidious behaviour of thefe ftrangers towards their 
(t mod faithful ally.” La Vatangue was extremely happy on receiving this intelligence 
of the expedition of the forty Frenchmen ; but he had only time to be upon his 
guard ; for two days after the arrival of his nephew, his lpies brought him word, that 
the French were encamped at the diftance of a league from his village. 

This chief fent them a prefent of rice, honey, and four oxen, begging them to in- 
form him what was the intention of their journey, becaufe he had never leen fuch a 
numerous body of Europeans in the interior parts of the ifland. La Forge, who com- 
manded this detachment, returned for anfwer, that he had orders to fubjed his coun- 
try to the dominion of Fort Dauphin. The chief, alarmed at fo unexpeded an enter- 
prize, requefted peace ; offered to give him four hundred oxen ; and obferved that his 
country of Haye-Fontchy was at too great a diftance from the fort to excite the hatred 
or jealoufy of the French. La Forge rejeded with difdain the propofols of the chief, 
and had the madnefs to alk twenty thoufand oxen as the price of a peace. To fo 
extravagant a demand La Vatangue made no reply ; but whilft thefe adventurers were 
ranging through a field of fugar canes, he caufed them all to be flaughtered. 

The particulars of the difafter which befel thefe forty adventurers, fent out by Cha- 
margou, were known by a Portuguefe, who was the only perfon that efcaped, by 
ta k i n g (helter in a large marftt covered with reeds and ftagnated water. In this place 
he remained two days, concealed up to the neck in mud. The iflanders, who purfued 
him, fearing that they would fink in the earth, which was foft and fpungy, fet fire 
to the reeds, in order that they might oblige the Portuguefe to come forth ; but under 
cover of the thick fmoke, occafioned by this conflagration, he had the good fortune 
to efcape. The iflanders wifhed much to deftroy this man, that Chamargou might 
not receive intelligence of the fate of his companions, and come to attack them 
before the arrival of Dian Manangue, who was ftill with his army in the country of 
the Machicores. 

The Portuguefe, related that their expedition had been attended with fuccefs till 
they fell in with La Vatangue. Their number fpread terror and confternation 
throughout all the villages where they paffed : the chiefs paid, without hefitation, the 
contributions which were exacted ; and they were on the point of reaping the fruit of 
a long and fatiguing journey, when the infotiable rapacity of their commander occa- 
fioned their ruin, and the lofs of their rich booty. 

Chamargou, in this relation, ought to have perceived the juft punifhment of thefe 
unfortunate plunderers, who were going to ravage countries over which they had no 
vol. xvi. 5 a hind 
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kind of authority: but this governor, inftead of profiting by the leflfon given him, 
formed the fatal refolution of carrying fire and the fword amongft the Malegaches. He 
fet out, therefore, at the head of thirty Frenchmen, followed by a fmall army of 
Manamboulefe ; flaughtered without diflinction both, women and children; fet fire 
to all the villages which he found in the courfe of his march ; and took poffeffion of 
the donac of Dian Manangue. Father Mannier, the. only miffionary who remained, 
carried his ftandard during this bloody and inhuman expedition, on the particulars of 
which I fhall not farther enlarge. An eye-witnefs, who was afterwards provincial 
commifiary of artillery, publifhed pn account of it in 1722, in a work entitled, A 
Voyage to Madagafcar, by M. V. 

The manufcripts which fumilhed, me with materials for this relation, do not agree 
in every point with that author ; but it appears that Chamargou was obliged, by an 
abfolute fcarcity of provifions, to make an attempt to regain Fort Dauphin. When 
he arrived at the great river Mandrarey, and was endeavouring to crofs it, Dian 
Manangue, who had watched his motions, appeared on the oppofite bank with an army 
of fix thoufand men to oppofe his paffage. This chief, bearing the furplice and fquare 
cap of the miffionary Stephen at the head of his forces, braved the French, who were 
on the point of periihing by famine. In the mean time La Cafe arrived, accompa- 
nied by ten Frenchmen, and three thoufand Androfaces, who were his fubjefts, or rather 
the fubjedts of his wife, Dian-Nong. As foon as this brave man came up he ruffiedinto 
the water, ordered his people to fire upon the enemy, and by the terror of his name, 
rather than the fuperiority of his arms, forced them to quit the borders of the river, 
and to betake themfelves to flight. Though the' approach of night ought to have pre- 
vented him, he then fet forward to purfue them. Having difcovered Dian Manangue, 
amidft a numerous body of the iflanders, he wiflied to throw himfelf upon him : 
but Rabaze, a friend and favourite of the chief, had the courage to flop him, and to 
facrifice his life to fave that of his fovereign. The darknefs of night only put 
an end to the carnage : but on the conclusion of this bloody war Fort Dauphin 
was again reduced to the moil deplorable ftate of diftrefs. The chiefs ceafed to fend 
in provifions, and even intercepted thofe which the garrifon endeavoured to procure 
from diftant parts. Dian Manangue, who pretended to be fovereign lord of a great 
part of the ifland, threatened our eftablilhment with a formidable army ; and his pre- 
fence alone would have occafioned a famine, had it not been for five thoufand 
cattle, which La Cafe found means to convey into the fort. All the expeditions of 
this extraordinary man were attended with the molt complete fuccefs. With thirteen 
Frenchmen, and two thoufand Androfaces, he defeated Dian Ravaras, who was at the 
head of an army of eighteen thoufand men, and took from him twenty-five th ry frnd 
oxen, and five thoufand Haves. The great celebrity of La Cafe made the council of 
the company, at length, fee the neceflity of employing and rewarding a man, who had 
rendered them fuch fignal fervices, and who was ftill capable of rendering them much 
greater. 

They, therefore. Tent him a lieutenant’s commiffion ; made him at the fame time a 
prefent of a fword, and congratulated him on his fuccefs. 

La Cafe charged M. de Rennefort, who was returning to France, to thank the com- 
pasty for the new marks of favour conferred on him, and to inform them, that he 
■Would undertake the conquefl; of the ifland with two hundred Frenchmen, and realize 
the other advantageous projects, which he had already had the honour of propofing, 
if they would agree that he fhould be accountable to them only for his condud. 
It does not, howevs, appear that the company adopted this plan, which was 

9 more 



757 


ROCHON’s VOYAGE TO MADAGASCAR. 

more that of a brave foldier than of an enlightened governor ; for an honeft man 
refpe&s the laws of hofpitality, and laments to fee the principles of juilice and humanity 
violated for the fordid interefts of commerce. 

In 1 666 , the marquis of Mondevergue was appointed by the king to the general 
command of all the French eftablifhtnenrs fituated on the other fide of the equino&ial ; 
and Caron and La Faye had, at the fame time, the management of all the commerce 
of the Indies.. The marquis of Mondevergue arrived at Fort Dauphin on the loth of 
March 1667, in a vefiel of thirty-fix guns, and was followed by a fmall fleet of ninp 
Ihips, on board which were two directors of the Indies, an attorney general, four com- 
panies of infantry, ten chiefs of colonies, eight merchants, and thirty-two women. 

As foon as Mondevergue arrived, he caufed himfelf to be proclaimed admiral, and 
governor-general of the French colonies in the Eaft. He was, however, obliged 
to have recourfe to La Cafe, in order to procure provifions for his fleet. La Cafe, 
ever ready to ferve his country, provided for the whole ; and befides this, brought 
about a reconciliation between the French and Dian Manangue, whofe bravery and 
intelligence were not to be defpifed. This chief, who at the fort was ftyled the prince 
of Mandrary, fwore obedience and fidelity to the governor general. 

Caron, who was a Dutchman, did not remain long at Fort Dauphin, He fet out 
for Surat, with a great part of the fleet, in order to take the management of that 
fettlement. 

La Faye, however, continued at Fort Dauphin ; and in the month of November 
1670, another fleet of ten Ihips arrived, commanded by M. de la Haye, captain of 
the Navarre, a vefiel of fifty-fix guns. All thefe Ihips belonged to the king, and were 
equipped with the war complement of arms and men. La Haye aflumed the quality 
of general and admiral, with the authority of viceroy, and made Chamargou fecond in 
command, and La Cafe major of the ifland. At this period, the company had given 
up to the king the fovereignty of Madagafcar. 

The Marquis of Mondevergue, to whofe option it had been left either to remain 
governor of the ifland, or to return to France, chofe the latter courfe, and embarked 
in a fhip called the Mary, in the month of February 1671. On his arrival at Port 
Louis, he found a commifiary, who had orders to make him give an account of his 
adminiilration. The company were much incenfed ag a in ft him ; for La Haye, with 
whom he had quarrelled, had afperfed his chara&er, and accufed him of feveral mif- 
demeanors. Though the public voice was in his favour, this brave officer, who had 
governed the ifland with prudence, and re-eftablilhed peace in it, was obliged to yield 
to the fuperior influence of his adverfary, and died a prifoner in the caftle of Saumur. 

La Haye, whofe authority was unlimited, now refolved to deliver hhnfrlf from, 
thofe chiefs who gave him offence ; and, accordingly, propofed to Chamargou and La 
Cafe to declare war againfl: Dian Ramoufaye who had come to render him homage. 
This chief, who refided nearefl to Fort Dauphin, was fummoned to fend immediately 
to the fort all the arms which he had received from, the French. It may be readily 
conje&ured, that this demand was followed by an abfolute refufal. La Haye, there- 
fore, ordered Chamargou and La Cafe to befiege Dian Ramoufaye in his village. They 
had under their command feven hundred Frenchmen, and fix hundred Malegaches : 
but their attack was not attended with fuccefs ; for Dian Ramoufaye made fo vigorous 
a defence, that the French were obliged to retire. This check did not appear natural ; 
and it was believed' that Chamargou, difcontented at being only fecond in command, 
in a country where he bad always been firft, had contributed not a little to the failure 
of an enterprise, the injuftice of which they had not even, deigned to mup-aL How- 
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ever this may be* La Haye was fo much dejefted by the mifcarriage of his firft expe- 
dition, that he refolved to abandon Fort Dauphin, and to carry his forces to Surat, after 
having vifited the ifland of Mafcarenhas, fince called the Ifle of Bourbon. 

The pride of this governor was very much hurt, to think that the whole extent of 
his authority was not fufficient to prevent Chamargou, who had the fuperiority over 
him in point of local knowledge, from being able, by fecret machinations, to counter- 
ad, at his pleafure, the operations which he wilhed to carry into effect. 

La Haye’s departure was followed by the death of the brave La Cafe ; and it was 
not difficult to forefee, that the lofs of this celebrated man would infallibly occafion 
that of the colony. 

At this period, it was well known, that the iflanders breathed nothing but ven- 
geance againft us, and eagerly fought an opportunity of retaliating for our injuftice 
and oppreflion. Our yoke was become odious and infupportable to them. Hif- 
torians, for the honour of civilized nations, ought to bury in oblivion every detail 
of the atrocious cruelties exercifed againft thofe people, whom they brand with the 
odious epithets of barbarians, traitors, and thieves, becaufe they have revolted againft 
fome European adventurers, whole leaft crime was a violation of the facred rights of 
hofpitality. 

If the eftablifhment at FoTt Dauphin fubfifted fo long, notwithftanding the deteff- 
able adminiftration of thefe rulers; it was the name alone of La Cafe which kept the 
Malegaches under fubje&ion to fo vicious a conftitution. The memory of that truly 
extraordinary man is ftill held in great veneration among thefe iflanders. His bra- 
very, joined to more valuable qualities, and above all, the alliance he contra&ed 
by his marriage with Dian-Nong, infpired them with fo much refpett, that it was 
only after his death, that all thefe chiefs united againft the wretched remains of the 
French adventurers, whole temporary fucceffes were always followed by memorable 
difafters. 

> La Cafe, without doubt, was of too warlike a difpofition, and this is a (lain upon 
his inemory : but all people, almoft, have a fecret propensity to this deflruftive fcourge,, 
which defolates the moft beautiful countries in the world, and occafions a thoufand 
times more evils to mankind than all the other fcourges united. What man is there 
whom a paffion for glory does not, fometimes, fo far intoxicate as to make him for- 
get every fentiment of juftice and humanity? It is very difficult for a -brave foldier 
to make his conduct, in every refpect, that of a philofopher ; and, under this point of 
view,, it would, perhaps, be unjuft to pafs a fevere cenfure upon all the aSions of him 
who in Madagafcar did moft honour to his nation. 

Chamargou furvived La Cafe only a fhort time, and was fucceeded by La Bretefche, 
in the command of the fettlement. La Bretefche was La Cafe’s fon-in-law ; but he 
poffeffed neither the talents nor the influence of his predeceffor. Finding that it was 
impoffible for him to preferve his authority, amidft the divifion and diforder which 
prevailed between the French and the natives, he took advantage of a Clip which had 
touched at the ifland, and which was going to Surat, to embark for that colony with 
his whole family. Several miffionaries, and fome Frenchmen, followed his example j 
but fcarcely had the velfel fet fail, when a fignal of diftrefs appeared hoifted on the 
The captain of the veffel immediately ordered his boats to be launched, and 
proceeded towards the fliore ; but he arrived only rime enough to pick up, below the 
walls, a fevf miferable wretches who had efcaped a general mafiacre of the garrifon, 
which had been effected in confequence of orders given, for that purpofe, by Dian- 
Ramoufaye, and other chiefs in the neighbourhood. Such was the difmal end of a 
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colony which might have become fiourifning and ufeful to commerce, had not thofe 
who directed it taken every method they could to render the French name odious to 
thefe people, naturally mild, hofpitable, and humane. * 

Among the different memoirs which I have confuktd in compiling this hiftorical 
account of the firft eftablifhments of the French in the Southern pan of Madagascar, I 
muft make honourable mention of a mar.ufcript given me by M. de Mak&erbe. That 
minifter, dear to the fciences and to letters, whofe venerable name is never pronounced 
but accompanied with that tribute of homage and refpect which are due to know- 
ledge united with virtue, had the goodnefs to add to it a large map of hladagafcar, 
accurately delineated, and executed with great care. That map, which he permitted 
me to have reduced and engraved, is prefixed to this work. 

The manufcript and the map which accompanied it were the production of M. Ro- 
bert, who, in 1725, dedicated them to the duke de Chatlines, whole protection he 
then Solicited, in order to form a new eftablifhment in the northern part of Mada- 
gafcar. 

M. Robert had been taken by the pirates, and conducted to that ifland, where he 
remained feveral years, which he employed ufefully in traveling its principal pro- 
vinces, and making himfelf acquainted with their productions. The object of his plan 
for an eflablilbment there was, to collect the riches which the pirates had difperfed 
throughout the northern part of the country, while it lerved them as a place of re- 
fuge ; but this project, the advantages of which would, perhaps, never have compen- 
fated for the expence, was not carried into execution. At prefent there are no con- 
fiderable eftablilhments in Madagafcar but one, formed, of late years, in the fouthem 
part, by M. de Modave, a man of fpirit and a brave officer, and another, in the northern 
part, by count Benyowfid. I was at the Ifle of France in 1 768, when M. de Modave 
came, in the nar.ie of the king, to take poffeffion of the government of Fort Dauphin,. 
The duke de Prallin was then minifter of the marine, and had approved the plan pre- 
fented to him by M. de Modave. 

If the refult of chis new enterprize did not correfpond with the hopes which the 
minifter had entertained, it was becaufe every colony, not founded on the happinefs 
and inftru&ion of thofe people among whom an attempt is made to eftablifh it, will 
always have temporary fuccefs only. It is not foldiers but artifans, farmers, and well- 
informed and laborious men, that ought to be eftablifhed among fuch people. We 
ought never to forget that the treaties of favages with the Europeans are, in every 
refpedt, like thofe which children would make with philofophers ; and fince the treaties 
hitherto formed with the Malegaches are evidently in that lituation, it would be highly 
unjuft to take advantage of them contrary to the interefts of thefe iflanders. There 
are none but ftupid or dilhoneft men who can affix a value to contra&s fo ridiculoufly 
illufory. You have obtained by canning, you have by force extorted conceffions from 
the credulous inhabitants of foreign lands ; and becaufe they forefee not the danger to 
which they expofe themfelves, by receiving you amongft them with friendlhip and 
generofity, you wifli even to turn their kindaefs againfl them, and to make a right of 
them in order to opprefs them, and fubject them to your dominion. 

If great co mm ercial advantages invite you to Madagafcar, adopt principles more juft 
and humane. 

For forming your eftablifhments, choofe farmers and mechanics. , Thofe who know 
the character of the Malegaches, entertain no doubt refpecting the reception which 
thefe iflanders will give to men whofe frugal and aftive lives barufli vice, and introduce 
abundance. 

Cultivating 
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Cultivating the earth by the plough, and a number of other ufeful practices, will 
infpire thefe people with fentiments of gratitude and veneration. India will fupply 
you with a multitude of ingenious artifans and weavers, who know how to manufacture 
cotton fluffs, and to give them thofe brilliant and durable colours which caufe them 
to be fo much fought for in commercial countries. 

Colouring fubftances, extracted from vegetables, have not, in our frozen climates, 
the fame fplendour and the fame flrength, as in the fcorching climates of the torrid 
zone. 

The fruits of our gardens, which grow on wall trees, never affume a ruddy colour, 
but on that fide which is expofed to the rays of the fun. 

We have no acid that fixes colours on cotton cloth, in fo lading and unalterable a 
manner, as the juice extracted from Adam’s fig-tree, which we call Bananier. 

The Indians excel alfo in manufacturing frlk fluffs. Several provinces of Mada- 
gafcar would fumifh a great abundance of that valuable fubflance. So.important a 
brarich of commerce ought the lefs to be neglected, as the Malegaches, in the fouthern 
part of the ifland, are acquainted with the method of preparing and weaving it, in order 
to make veflments. 

In the neighbourhood of the Bay of Antongil, I difcovered four kinds of cods, which 
produce lilk of an excellent quality. 

The Malegaches diftinguifh them by the four following denominations. 

The andeve is a cod almoft like that which, in the fouthern provinces of France, 
fumifhes the beft filk. 

The ande-vontaqua, another cod, fmaller than the preceding, furnifhes a filk much 
finer than that which comes from China, and equally beautiful. 

The tree called anacatt is covered, during a certain feafon of the year, with fmall 
cods, which being fufpended by filaments hang from the leaves and branches. The 
filk procured from thefe cods is remarkable for its flrength and finenefs ; but to divide 
it properly, and to render it ufeful, the cods mufl be preferved from the filth and dull 
that fill from the tree. Thefe cods are known under the Name of andeanacdu. 

The fourth kind of filk is not fufceptible of being divided. The Malegaches call it 
unde faraha.' It is found in a kind of bag, which contains feveral hundreds of fmall 
cods. 

The wool of Madagafcar is beautiful ; but the iflanders derive no benefit from it. 
The Indians, however, would eafily teach them to prepare it, and we fhould foon be 
indebted to them for a new and highly important branch of commerce. There are 
few oriental travellers who are not acquainted with thofe fine woollen fluffs known in 
Bengal by the name of /bawls, which the Mahometans ufe for turbans. This fluff 
cofts no lefs than an hundred pitloles the yard, when the fuperfine wool of the Cache- 
mirian flieep has been employed in manufacturing it. 

So exorbitant a price muft furprife thofe who know the cheapnefs of labour in 
India, and at what a low rate raw materials may be procured in that country. It is, 
however, with very rude inflruments that the Indian, more dextrous and more patient 
than the European, is enabled to weave thefe valuable fluffs. 

Should France wifb, in the cOurfe of time, to fhare with India and China, the ad- 
vantageous trade whi. h they carry on in woollen and filk fluffs, and printed cottons, 
I think, and many intelligent men are of the fame opinion, that this might be accom- 
plifhed, by forming at Madagafcar, upon proper principles, a colony, of Indian 
weavers, who feonld be under the protection of the Ifles of France and Bourbon. It 
would, however, be neceffary to introduce there, at the fame time, thofe celebrated 
atadnues ufed at Manchefler, for carding and fpinning both coarfe and fine cotton and 
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wool ; for the art of manufacturing cloth would be confined then merely to the 
weaver ; and, certainly, the Indian weavers have a decided fuperiority over thofe of 
Europe. Such an affertion does not tend to depreciate our induftry. I am perfectly 
fenfibie that it would be highly abfurd to put the villages on the banks of the Ganges 
in competition with our large manufactories. This would be comparing the produc- 
tions of patience and Ikill with thofe of genius. 

The induftry of the Indian is not confined merely to the trade of weaving. He 
underftands the art of cultivating the earth equally well, and knows how to prepare 
fugar and indigo. Under his hand clay affumes a variety of fingular forms ; and the 
earthen-ware of India is even fought for and efteemed in Europe. 

The Indian is no lefs expert than the Chinefe in the lapidary art. To cut and pierce 
the hardeft ftones, he makes ufe of adamantine fpar pulverifed, and moiftened with oil. 
He employs this fubftance, which is of very little value in India, for the fame pur- 
pofes as diamond powder is employed in Europe. The Indian knows, alfo, how to 
render the bamboo ufeful in manufactures. He makes paper of it, and likewife fur- 
niture, palanquins, and velfels for holding water. This tree is a fpecies of large reed, 
from the joints of which there diftils a kind of fugar, much efteemed by the orientals. 
This reed rifes fometimes to the height of an hundred feet ; and the hardnefs and light- 
nefs of its wood caufe it to be employed for a variety of ufes. 

The fugar-cane is a fpecies of reed which rifes to the height of ten feet. It is 
ufually about three inches in circumference ; and is covered with a kind of bark, 
which contains a fpongy fubftance. It is divided into joints by knots placed at the 
diftance of five inches from each other ; and on the top it bears a number of leaves, 
fomewhat like thofe of the common water-flag. 

This plant is cultivated in feveral countries of Afia and Africa. Every kind of 
foil is not equally proper for it : that where the earth is deep and light, feems to be 
thebeft. r & 

Plantations of the fugar-cane do not require very fevere labour. It is fufficient to 
form furrows in the ground, at the diftance of three feet from each other : they ought 
to be no more than a foot in breadth, and fix inches in depth. In thefe furrows the 
canes are laid length wife, and covered with earth. From each knot they lend forth 
young Ihoots, but they do not come to maturity, fo as to be fit for cutting, till the 
end of eighteen months. A month after the Ihoots begin to appear, all the weeds 
around them mull be pulled up : but this care is not neceffary when the can e is per* 
feCtly formed. 

After the canes have been cut, new Ihoots fpring up from the old roots, wliich at 
the end of fifteen months afford a fecond crop, but their produce is only one half of 
the firll. Nothing but want of hands to replant, can induce a proprietor to leek more 
than two crops from his plantation. 

When the canes are cut, the next bufinefs is to fqueeze them immediately in the 
null. This operation requires tedious labour during thegiight ; for if the juice remains 
more- than twenty-four hours in the ciftem from which it is conveyed to the flrft 
boiler, it becomes four. From the ftrft boiler, it is fuccellively removed into others, 
till it is converted into fugan It is purified from that gummy fubftance which pre- 
vents it from becoming white and folid, by throwing into the Jaft boiler a ftrong 
lixivium of wood-alhes and quick-lime. It may be readily perceived, that what con- 
futes moft to the relief of the Haves, depends principally on the produce of the mill' 
i he lpeedier the juice is extracted, the fooner will they be freed from night labour, • 
lb prejudicial to their health. Nothing, therefore, Ihould be neglected that can give 
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fugar-mills every poflible degree of power and a&ivity ; and it is, certainly, neither by 
mules nor weak falls of water that fo falutary an end can be attained. Views of intereft 
u'nite here 'with the principles of humanity, to engage the planters to introduce in 
their mills the ufe of the fleam-engine. 

The woody part of the fugar cane, known under the name of trap*, is more than 
fufficient for keeping up ebullition in the boiler of a fleam-engine, as well as in all the 
boilers employed in making fugar. 

The fertility of Madagafcar, and the valuable productions contained in the bofotn 
of that important ifland, cannot fail of affording induflry the means of. edablilhing a 
great and extenfive trade. It is under this point of view, according to my ideas, that 
we ought in future to confider fuch fettlements as we may with to form at Madagafcar. 
Though M. de Modave approached nearer to the accomplifhment of this object than 
any of his predeceflbrs, his views were not founded upon a bafts fufficiently folid, and 
capable of rendering the eftablifhment which he was commiffioned to •"form, long, 
flourifhing and happy. This was the opinion of M. Poivre. That truly celebrated 
man had conducted, with prudence, for feveral years, the French eilablifhtnerus be- 
yond the Cape of Good Hope, and had refided a long time at Madagafcar, in order 
to make himfelf acquainted with its moil ufeful productions. He was intendant of the 
Hies of France and Bourbon, at the time when M. de Modave began his fettlement ; 
and it may be readily imagined of what weight ,the opinion of that gentleman, dif- 
tinguifhed by his virtues and knowledge, muft have been. It is to his indefatigable 
zeal that France will foon be indebted for the advantage of lharing with Holland in the 
rich commerce of fpiceries. He confidered it as one of the firft duties of an admi- 
niftrator, to exercife and excite the emulation of all thofe in whom he perceived talents 
which he thought might be cultivated with advantage. He profited, above all, by 
thofe of the celebrated Commerfon. That learned naturalift had accompanied M. de 
Bougainville in his voyage round the world, and had formed an immenle collection of 
plants, and of every objeCl of natural hillory to be found in the countries which he 
had vifited. The relation of his voyage, therefore, was likely to afford a variety of 
interefting obfervations ; and he was well affured that if he went immediately to 
France, his ufeful labours would not remain unrewarded. He however renounced all 
thefe advantages as foon as he knew that M. Poivre wiihed to employ him in pro- 
curing new information. After acquiring a thorough knowledge of the natural hillory 
of the Illes of France and Bourbon, he proceeded to Madagafcar in the year 1769, and 
M. de Modave, who was then governor of Fort Dauphin,- gave him every affiftance in 
his power to enable him to render farther Cervices to fcience. It is much to be re- 
gretted that the accounts of thefe important difeoveri'es Ihould have been loll or dif- 
perlled after the death of this indefatigable man, who was carried off when he was juft 
on the point of*bnjoying the fruits of his ufeful refear.ches. The only differtation of 
his now remaining that is any way interefting, concerns. the Kimos, which I lhall here 
tranferibe, and add to it a Ihort memoir of M. de Modave on the fame fubjeCt. 

“ Thofe who are fond of the marvellous, and who no doubt muft be difpleafed 
** with me for having reduced the pretended gigantic ftature of the Patagonians to fix 
“ .feet, will accept, perhaps, by way of indemnification, an account of a race of pigmies 
•*' who fall into the .oppofite extreme. Ihere fpeak of thofe dwarfs, in the interior 
6t parts of the large ifland of Madagafcar, who form a confiderable nation, called in 

* The French pall the woody part of the fugar cane, after the juice has been extracted, hagajfc, but the 
Ungliih planters in the Wei Indies call it trajb. T. 
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“ the Madecaffe language, Quimos or Kims . The didinguilhing charadleriftics of 
“ thefe fmall people are, that they are "whiter or at lead paler in colour, than all the 
“ negroes hitherto known ; that their arras are fo long that they can dretch their 
“ hands be!ow # their knees’ without Hooping ; and that the women have fcarcely any 
“ breads, except when they fuckle; and even then, we are allured, the greater part 
“ of them are obliged to make ufe of cow’s milk in order to nourilh their young. 
“ With regard to intellectual faculties, thefe Kimos are not inferior to the other in- 
“ habitants of Madagafcar, who are known to be very lively and ingenious, though 
“ they abandon themfelves to the utmoft indolence ; but we are told that the Kimos, 
“ as they are much more adtive, are alfo much more warlike, fo that their courage 
“ being, if we may ufe the expreffion, in the double ratio of their ftature, they have 
<e never yet been overcome by their neighbours, who have often made attempts for 
“ that purpofe. Though attacked with fuperior drength and weapons, for they are 
“ not acquainted with the ufe of gunpowder and fire-arms, like their enemies, 'they 
<( have always fought with courage, and retained liberty amidll their rocks, 'which, 
“ as they are extremely difficult of accefs, certainly contribute very much to their 
“ fafety. They live there upon rice, various kinds of fruits, roots and vegetables, 
“ and rear a great number of oxen and Iheep with large tails, which form alfo a part 
“ of their fubfiftence. They hold no communication with the different cades by 
“ whom they are furrounded, either for the fake of commerce or on any account 
tc whatever, as they procurd all their neceffaries from the lands which they poffefs. 
“ As the objefl; of all the petty wars between them and the other inhabitants of the 
“ ifland, is to carry away on either fide a few cattle or Haves, the diminutive fize of 
“ the Kimos faves them from the latter injury. With regard to the former, they are 
te fo fond of peace that they refolve to endure it to a certain degree ; that is to fay, 
“ till they fee from the tops of their mountains a formidable body advancing, with 
“ every hoftile preparation, in the plains below. They then carry the fuperfluity of 
“ their flocks to the entrance of the defiles, where they leave them ; and, as they 
“ fay themfelves, make a voluntary facrifice of them to the indigence of their elder 
“ brethren ; but at the fame time denouncing with the fevered threats to attack them 
“ without mercy Ihould they endeavour to penetrate farther into their territories : a 
“ proof that it is neither from weaknefs nor cowardice, that they purchafe tranquillity 
“ by prefents. Their weapons are aflagays and darts, which they ufe with the utmoft 
“ dexterity. It is pretended, if they could, according to their ardent wilhes, hold 
“ any intercourfe with the Europeans, and procure from them fire-arms and ammu- 
u nition, they would act on the offenfive as well as the defcnfive againft their 
“ Neighbours, who would then perhaps think themfelves very happy to preferve peace. 

“ At the diftance of two or three days journey from Fort Dauphin, the inhabitants 
“ of that part of the country fliew a number of fmall barrows or earthen hillocks, in 
<e the form of graves, which, .as is faid, owe their origin to a great maflacre of the 
<e Kimos, who were defeated in the field by their ancedors*. However this may be, 
“ a tradition generally believed in that didridt, as well as in the whole ifland of Ma- 

dagafcar, of the actual exidence of the Kimos, leaves us no room to doubt that a 
“ part at lead of what we are told rel'pefting thefe people is true. It is aftonifliing that 
“ every thing which we know of this nation is collefted from their neighbours ; that 
“ no one has yet made obfervations on the fpot where they refide j and that neither 

* I am furprifed that M. de Commerfon did not endeavour to afcertain the truth of thi* fafil, by digging 
up the earth of fome of thefe barrows. 
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11 the governor of the Illes of France and Bourbon, nor the commanders at the dif- 
“ ferent fettlements which the French poiTelfed on the coaft of Madagafcar, ever at- 
u tempted to penetrate into the interior parts of the country, with a view of adding this 
“ difcovery to many others which they might have made at the fame tjme. 

“ ,To return to the Kimos, I can declare, as being an eye-witnefs, that in the voyage 
“ which I made to Fort Dauphin, about the end of the year 1770, the Count de 
“ Modave, the laft governor, who had already communicated to me part of his ob« 
“ fervations, at length afforded me the fatisfaCtion of feeing among his flaves a Kimos 
“ woman, aged about thirty, and three feet feven inches in height. Her com* 
“ plexion was indeed the faired I had feen among the inhabitants of the ifland ; and I 
“ remarked that fhe was well limbed though fo low of dature, and far from being ill 
“ proportioned ; that her arms were exceedingly long, and could reach without bending 
“ the body as far as the knee ; that her hair was fhort and woolly ; that her features, 
ft which were agreeable, approached nearer to thofe of an European that! to an inha- 
“ bitant of Madagafcar ; and that fhe had naturally a pleafant look, and was good- 
“ humoured, fenfible, and obliging, as far as could be judged from her behaviour. 

With regard to breads, I faw no appearance of them except the nipples : but this 
“ Angle obfervation is not at all fufficient to edablifh a variation from the common 
4t laws of nature. 

“ A little before our departure from Madagafcar, a defire of recovering her liberty, 
** as much as a dread of being carried away from her native country, induced this 
little Have to make her efcape into the woods. 

K Every thing confidered, I am inclined firmly to believe in this new variety of the 
** human fpecies, who have their charaCteriltic marks as well as their peculiar manners, 
u and who inhabit mountains from fixteen to eighteen hundred fathoms high above the 
“ level of the fea. 

“ Diminution of dature, in refpeCt to that of the Laplanders, is almod graduated as 
“ from the Laplander to the Kimos. Both inhabit the colded regions and the higheft 
u mountains in the world. Thofe of Madagafcar, where the Kimos live, are, as I have 
“ already obferved, fixteen or eighteen hundred fathoms high above the level of the 
fea. The vegetable productions which grow on thefe elevated places appear to be 
“ ftunted, fuch as the pine, the birch, and a great many others, which from the dafs 
** of trees defcend to that of humble lhrubs, merely becaufe they have become alpicoles, 
** that is to fay, inhabitants of the highed mountains.” 

To this exfraft from Mr. Commerfon’s Memoir on the Kimos, I Ihall add a few ob- 
fervations by M. de Modave on the fame fubjeCt. 

“ When I arrived,” fays he, “ at Fort Dauphin, in 1768, an ill-written mehioir 
“ was tranfmittedto me, which contained fome particulars concerning a lingular people 
“ called in the language of Madagafcar the Kimos, who inhabit the middle of the ifland, 
* { about the twenty-fecond degree of latitude. I had heard mention of them feveral 
*' times before, but in fo confufed a manner that I fcarcely paid any attention to a faCt 
“ which defexVes to be cleared up, and which relates to a nation of dwarfs, who live 
“ in fociety, governed by a chief, and protected by civil laws. 

** I had found in the relation of FlacOurt a paffage refpeCting this nation ; but it made 
noimprefliononmy mind, becaufe Flacourt rejeQs the hiftory of thefe pigmy people 
“ as a fable, invented by the players on the herraou^ a kind of buffoons, or rather im- 
“ poftors, who fpend their time in reciting abfurd tales and romances. 

“ Flacourt calls thefe dwaifilh people pigmies, and mixes their hiftory with that of a 
“ pretended race of giants, who, as the ancient- tradition of Madagafcar allures us, 
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« occafioned formerly great ravage in the iiland. Flacourt relates, after thefe players 
« on the herraou , that the pigmies fome time ago invaded the country of Anoffi, from 
«* which they were driven by the Etanos, who are the original inhabitants of that dif- 
“ trift. The Etanos furrounded the pigmies on the banks of the river Itapera, and 
“ having maffacred them all, afterwards heaped together in that fpot a multitude of 
te ftones, to cover the bodies of their enemies, and to ferve as monuments of the vic- 
“ tory which they had gained over them. 

“ After procuring at Fort Dauphin and the neighbourhood all the information poffi- 
“ ble, I rel'olved to fend a detachment to difcover the country of thefe pigmies. The 
“ detail .of this expedition is configned to my journal; but, either on account of the 
“ infidelity of the guides, or their want of courage, it was not attended with fuccefs. 

« I had, however, the pleafure to afcertain the exiitence of a nation of dwarfs, who 
“ inhabit a certain diftrid of theifland. 

* c Thefe people are called Quimos or Kimos. The ordinary height of the men is three 
« feet five inches, and that of the women a few inches lefs. The men wear their beards 
« long, and cut in around form. The Kimos are thick and fquat ; the colour of their 
« fltin is lighter than that of the other iflanders ; and their hair is fhort and woolly. 

« They manufa&ure iron and Heel, of which they make lances and affagays. Thefe 
“ are the only arms -which they employ to defend themfelves from their enemies, who 
« attempt to carry off their cattle. When they perceive bands of travellers preparing 
“ to traverfe their country, they tie their oxen to trees on the frontiers, and leave other 
“ provifions, in order that thefe ftrangers may find the means of fubfifting. When 
<c the ftrangers, however, are fo imprudent as to moleft them, by behaving in a hoftile 
tf manner, and are not contented with the prefents ufual in the like circumftances, the 
“ dwarfifh Kimos know how to defend themfelves bravely, and repel by force thofe 
« who have the temerity to attempt to penetrate into the valley where they refide, and 
«* to which accefs is extremely difficult. 

“ Remouzai, who, in quality of captain, followed the father of the Chief Maimbou, 
“ in the two unfortunate expeditions which he undertook againft thefe people, in order 
(t to carry away a part of their flocks, and afterwards fell them at Fort Dauphin, told 
“ me, that he owed his fafety merely to the knowledge he had of the high and fteep 
* c mountains by which their valley is furrounded. Remouzai had been feveral times 
** among the Kimos, and was employed as a guide by 'Maimbou’s father, when he 
“ ventured to attack them. The firft incurfion had no fuccefs, but the fecond was 
“ much more fetal: Maimbou’s brother was killed ; his fmall army was put to flight; 
“ jnd the number of thofe who efcaped thefe pigmies was very inconfiderable. Not- 
“ withftanding all my refearches, I could never find any perfon except Remouzai, 
“ who was able to give me any certain accounts refpeSing thefe two incurfions. 

** Maimbou, with whom I had a good deal of intercourfe, for the purpofe of pro- 
fl curing provifions to Fort Dauphin, was not oM enough to accompany his father in 
“ this expedition ; but he had conceived fuch an averfion to the Kimos, that he fell 
<e into a violent paffion whenever I mentioned them in his prefence ; and he wilhed me 
fC to exterminate that race of Apes, for fuch was the injurious appellation which he 
“ always bellowed upon them. 

“ A chief of the Mahaffalles, a people refiding near the Bay of St. Auguftine, who 
“ came from a chief in the neighbourhood of the fort, with a view of exchanging filk 
« and other merchandize for oxen, faid, in the hearing of one of my officers, that he 
** had been feveral times in the country of the Kimos, and that he had even carried 
« on war againft them. This chief added, thatfor fome years, thefe people had been 
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“ haraffed by their neighbours, who had burnt feveral of their village?. He boafted, 
44 alfo, of having in his poffefiion a man and a woman of that race, who he faid were 
“ about the age of twenty, or twenty-five. 

44 From the accounts of this chief and Remouzai, I am inclined to think, that the 
44 valley of the Kitnos is abundant in cattle and provilions of every kind- Thefe 
44 little people are induftrious, and apply with much Ikill and labour to the cultivation of 
44 the earth. Their chief enjoys a much more abfolute authority, and is more re- 
44 fpe&ed, than any of the other chiefs in the different diftrifts of Madagafcar. I was 
44 not able to learn, the extent of the valley which they inhabit. I know only that it 
44 is furrounded by very high mountains ; that it is fituated at the diftance of fixty 
46 leagues to the north-weft of Fort Dauphin ; and that it is bounded on the weft by 
44 the country of the Matatanes. Their villages are built on the fummits of fmall 
44 fteep mounts, which are fo much the more difficult to be afcended, as they have 
44 multiplied thofe obftacles that render approach to them almoft impracticable. The 
44 chief of the Mahaffalles and Remouzai did not agree refpeCting two points 
44 which are particularly worthy of being afcertained. The general opinion of the 
44 people of Madagafcar is, that the Kimos women have no breads, and that they 
44 nourifh their children with cows milk. It is afferted, alfo, that they have no men- 
44 ftr'ual flux ; but that at thofe periods when other women are fubjeCt to this evacua- 
44 tion, the {kin of their body becomes of a blood-red colour. Remouzai ( affured me 
44 that this opinion was well founded ; but the chief of the Mahaffalles contradicted it. 
44 We muft, therefore, fufpend our judgment on this head ; and be cautious in giving 
44 credit to phenomena which appear to deviate fo much from general rules, and to 
44 extend to a certain number of individuals only. 

44 I procured a Kimos woman, who was taken in war, fome years ago, by a chief 
44 of the province of Mandrarey. This woman is rather of a tall ftature, confidering 
44 the general meafure allowed to the females of her nation j yet her height does not 
44 exceed three feet feven inches. She is between thirty and thirty-two years of age ; 
44 her arms are very long ; her hands have a great refemblance to the paws of an ape ; 
44 and her bofom is as flat as that of the leaneft man, without the leaft appearance of 
44 breafts. My little Kimos was remarkably thin and meagre when fhe arrived at Fart 
44 Dauphin ; but when fhe was able to gratify her voracious appetite, ftie became ex- 
44 tremely lufty ; and I am of opinion, that when fhe is in her natural ftate, her fea* 
44 tures will be well worth a careful obfervation. The chief who fold me this Kimos 
** woman told me, that he had a Kimos man at home, and that he would endeavour 
44 to fend him to me. 

44 Had the enterprife I undertook a few months ago fucceeded better, I fhould cer- 
44 tainly have embraced the opportunity of fending to France a male and female of 
44 thefe pigmies; but I hope to be more fortunate, in future. It is certainly nothing 
44 wonderful to meet with dwarfs inf-h country fo vail and extenfive as the ifland of 
44 Madagafcar, the furface of which contains various climates, and abounds with a 
** multitude of different productions ; but a real race of pigmies, living in fociety, is 
** a phenomenon that cannot well be paffed over in filence.” 

To thefe accounts of M. deModave, and M.de Commerfon, might be added that 
of an officer who procured a Kimos, whom, as he told me, he wifhed to carry to France ; 
but M. de Surville, who commanded the vdfel in which he had taken his paffage, 
would not pewait him. 
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Of the North-East Part of Madagascar. * 

THE north-eaft part of the ifland of Madagafcar is a rich magazine for the colonies 
m the Hies of France and Bourbon. The moft frequented ports in this part, are Foule- 
pointe, St. Mary, and the Bay of Antongil. It is in thefe three places that the French 
have attempted ro form all their eftablifhments. A foldier in the fervice of the Eaft-India 
Company, whofe name was Bigome, gave me feme inter efting information reflecting 
the fettlements of the pirates in thefe diftricts. This man had gained the affection of 
the iflanders, and by a long refidence amongft them had acquired a kind of influence 
over thefe people, from which the directors of the liles of France and Bourbon, for 
a long time, derived great advantages. It was from this man that I procured the greater 
part of my knowledge refpe&ing the productions, as well as the manners and cuftoms 
of the inhabitants of the north-eaft part, of Madagafcar. 

The inhabitants of this coaft are ftill better, and more humane than thofe of the 
province of Carcanofli. Thefe harmlefs people ufe neither locks nor bolts, and fhut the 
doors of their houfes with nothing elfe than thorns, or the branches of trees. Were 
they even filled with riches, they would leave them in the fame manner, nor entertain 
any dread of their being robbed. Their houfes, however, are conftructed only of leaves- 
and mats, which might be broke through without much difficulty. 

The pirates, who carried on their depredations in the Indian feas, alarmed at the 
great preparations which were making to put an end to their robbery, took refuge on 
the north-eaft coaft of Madagafcar. It appears that they formed their eftablilhment 
at the ifle of Nofly-Hibrahim, named by the French St. Mary. One of the extremi- 
ties of this ifland reaches within eleven leagues of Foulepointe, and the other extends- 
to the Bay of Antongil. 

By contra Sing alliances with the iflanders, the pirates gained their confidence and 
friend {hip. It may, perhaps, appear furprifing that men who followed fo infamous 
a profeffion fhould not have been more detefted. This foreign land became to them 
and their children a new country : they affumed its manners, and adopted its cuf- 
toms. In fertile and rich regions, abounding in every thing necefiary for fubfiftence r 
it is almoft impoffible to find any advantage by attacking the property of another ; fince' 
the only riches of the inhabitants are thofe of the foil, and the -foil belongs in common 
to all. It is not aftonifbing, therefore, that pirates returning continually to this place 
of fhelter to repair and re- vidua 1 their fhips,, fhould be favourably received by the Male- 
gaches, fince they fhared in their opulence, without knowing how they acquired it. 
They compared the conduct of thefe wretches with that of the crews of feveral 
European veflels, and the comparifon was by no means favourable to the latter, who 
had more than once procured reffefhments by force, and who had exercifed the moft 
barbarous cruelties againft the natives, burning their villages, or deftroying them with, 
their cannon, when they did not bring them oxen, fowls, and rice, as expeditioufly 
as they required. The people of Foulepointe have not yet forgotten, and often 
relate] that at the beginning of this century, the crew of an European veflel invited 
a multitude of the iflanders into a large tent, and the moment it was filled, the 
timber-work fell down, fo that by this ftratagem the Europeans were able to 
feize a great number of them, whom they made flaves. Were I difpofed to pafs 
over fuch crimes in filence, I fhould think it ufeful to make mention of them, • ia 
order 'to fliew how many evils and atrocities our European predecefiors have left 
us to repair. ' < 
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The pirates continued their depredations with fuccefs till the year 1722; but, at 
this period, feveral nations, alarmed by the enormous Ioffes which their commerce fuf- 
tained, united together to deliver the Indian feas from the oppreffion of thefe formida- 
ble tyrants, who had feized a large Portuguefe vefiiel, in which were count de Receira 
and the archbifhop of Goa, and the fame day another veil'd which carried thirty-two 
guns. Both thefe valuable prizes were captured before the Ifle of Bourbon. 

The pirates, accuftomed to war, and elated with their fuccefs, made a long and 
defperate refiftance. Before they were extirpated it was neceffary to bring a confider- 
able force againft them ; to terrify them by thefeverefl: punifhment, and to purfue them 
thr ough the mofl imminent dangers, even to the place of their retreat, where they 
were obliged to fet fire to their vefiels : — fuch were the fevere means employed to clear 
the Indian feas of thefe plunderers, who had infefted them from the time that Vafco 
de Gama opened a paffage to India, by the Cape of Good Hope. The entire deduc- 
tion of their maritime forces prevented the pirates from interrupting commerce any 
more, and compelled them to quit the wretched eflablifhment which they had formed 
at St. Mary, an ifland in the neighbourhood of Madagafcar. 

Thefe banditti, however, being thus forced to renounce their forever wandering 
kind of life, began to think of fignalizing themfelves by new aQs of atrocity. As they 
could no longer exercife with advantage their infamous employment, in fertile coun- 
tries where all property is confounded, and being too inferior in number to fubdue the 
iflanders, one would have thought that no other means of doing mifchief were left for 
them than to attempt to promote difcord among the inhabitants : but had they con- 
fined themfelves merely to the exciting of quarrels and war among the Malegaches, 
this flame probably would have been foon extinguifhed ; and when tranquillity had en- 
abled thefe iflanders to fee their real interefts, they would certainly not have failed 
to 'attack the pirates, and to be revenged on them for their perfidy- It was neceffary, 
therefore, for the fuccefs of their pernicious defigns, that they fliould render war 
advantageous to thefe people j and the fale of prifoners, that is to fay, a trade in flaves, 
anfwered two ends to them, that of fomenting and perpetuating divifions among the 
Malegaches, and that of procuring a new mode of enriching themfelves, and of caufing 
them to be courted and protected by European nations, who favoured this deteftable 
traffic. By this new crime ’the pirates terminated their courfe of robbery — a crime 
which depopulates and {kill defolates the ifland of Madagafcar. This deftru&ive 
fcourge, fince the moment of its birth, has not ceafed a moment to acquire new degrees 
of vigour and a&ivity. It would be as difficult to foretell the period when it will end, 
as to eftimate the ravages to which it has given rife. Of all the evils and all the 
diforders occafioned by the pirates, the gteateft, without doubt, is that of having 
Introduced the flave-trade into Madagafcar ; and yet I fliould think I difgraced my 
pen, did I allow myfelf to trace out the picture of the atrocious cruelties they exercifed, 
and- the infamous ftratagems they pradffed. The flave-trade is an inftitution fo much 
the more abominable, as the evils which it produces are fcarcely felt by thofe who derive 
profit from them; It would feem as if it required long ftudy and meditation to dis- 
cover that liberty is connected with the effence and dignity of man ; and that it is 
the height of injuftice to have converted it, if I may ufe the expreffibn, into a faleable 
commodity. If this truth does not make that impreffion which it ought on en- 
Eghtened nations, and force them to profcribe flavery, how can they flatter them- 
felves that it will be perceived by favages involved in the darknefs of ignorance ? We 
cannot, therefore, be furprized that the Malegaches, {truck with the advantages which 
drey continually derive from the fale of flaves, itill entertain a grateful remembrance 
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of thefe infamous men, to whom they think they are indebted for the greater part of their 
riches. 

Before thefe banditti eftablifhed themfelves in the ifland, cattle and fheep were of 
no value. Rice and various kinds of provifions had no other price than that which was 
affixed on them by navigators; and it even appears, that during the time of their piracy, 
they fpent in drunkennefs and debauchery, on their return from every expedition, the 
fruits of their long voyages. 

Want of forefight is not uncommon among men accuftomed to a wandering and 
diffipated life. The extreme profufion of thefe profligates is, therefore, no matter of 
furprife ; but being more deceitful than prodigal, it is no wonder that they always 
carefully endeavoured to conceal from thefe iflanders the impure fource from which 
they derived their riches. This, perhaps, is the only point on which they were forced 
to be prudent, under pain of incurring the hatred of thefe people, whofe friendlhip 
it was their intereft to preferve. 

A recital of their fhameful and deteftable robberies would have carried terror and 
alarm into thofe countries, where the lead of thefe crimes was punifhed with death. 

It is not to be doubted that the Malegaches would have exterminated fuch dangerous 
guefts had they been fully acquainted with their vicious inclinations : but fince their 
memory is not execrated, and has not left in the minds of thefe people any traces of 
their infamy, they muft have feduced them by a profound diffimulation, and a deceit- 
ful appearance of confidence and affection. And how could favages poffefs fuffident 
knowledge of mankind to be able to unmafk villains, exercifed from their infancy in 
falfehood and cunning, and whofe intereft it was to conceal, or difguife the greater 
part of their vices ? 

• I confefs that this explanation alone can afford fatisfa&ion, after the vain efforts 
which I made on the fpot, with a view to difcover the true caufe of that kind of refpedt, 
or rather veneration, which the Malegaches entertain for the memory of thefe infamous 
plunderers. 

It was not at the time when the pirates were employed folely in ravaging the Indian 
feas that they were able to occafion great diforder at Madagafcar ; their flay in that 
ifland was always very fhort, and being obliged to repair their veffels fpeedily, and 
to procure provifions, they could not think of lowing divifion among thefe people, 
who might have revenged themfelves during their abfence on their women and 
children, and have entirely ruined their eftablifhments ; and it was only at certain 
periods that they could give themfelves up to all the exceffes of drunkennefs and de- 
bauchery. But when they were forced to renounce their infamous profeffion, they 
followed a plan of life entirely different. Their views then were directed towards, 
the means of recovering a part of thofe riches which they had imprudently diffipated, 
and to fecure the prote&ion of the Europeans by opening to them a branch of com- 
merce, with the extent and importance of which they were well acquainted. Thefe- 
profligates, therefore, were the firft who introduced the flave-trade into the north-eafb 
part of Madagafcar; This we are told by all the traditions of the country, and it was 
confirmed to me by La Bigome. It was not, however, without eaufing much trouble 
and diforder that they were able, about the year 1722, to overcome the averfion which 
the Malegaches had for that horrid traffic. Before this epoch feveral European- fhips 
had made vain efforts to induce them to fell their prifoners and malefactors. Their 
negociations for this purpofe, inftead of being attended with fuccefs, were rejected 
with indignation, and fometimes punilhed in an exemplary manner, when they ven- 
tured to employ ftratagem or force. The pirates were too well acquainted with the 

intrepid. 
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intrepid lpirit of ths Malegaches to ufe thefe means ; and they were fenfible that they 
were too few in number to fubdue them, or to dictate to them concerning a trade which 
they detefted. The leafl: violence, in this refpedt, would have occafioned their deftruc- 
tion; and with ftili more certainty that of their wives and children. The furell 
way- of accompliftiing their end, therefore, was to kindle up amongft thefe people the 
flames of difcord ; and, taking advantage of their inteftine wars, to prevail on them 
to difpofe of their priloners, who, on account of their number, could not fail of being 
a burthen to them. But it was of the utmoft importance to the fuccefs of their views, 
in the midft of thefe diforders, to be on a good footing with both parties, and to 
affume in appearance the office of mediators. It was requifite, alfo, that they fhould 
wait for a favourable opportunity, or at lead a plaufible pretext for putting their odious 
plot in execution, and this was not long wanting. 

The Bethalimenes, a people in the interior part of the country, had quitted their 
villages, and had flocked in great numbers towards the place where the pirates lived, 
with a view of procuring different articles of commerce, which they confidered either 
as ufeful or convenient. They particularly fought for the beautiful fluffs of India, 
Mafulipatam handkerchiefs, muflins, and fome other kinds of goods of lefs value. 
The inhabitants on the fea-coaft, known under the name of Antivarres and Mani- 
voulefe, beheld thefe ftrangers amongft them with great pleafure ; and they would 
have thought themfelves deficient both in that hofpitality and affedion which they 
owed to the pirates, had they in the leaft interrupted their commerce, or prevented 
them from procuring fuch cattle and provifions as were neceffary for vi&ualling 
their fhips. 

The Bethalimenes, who are a more economical and courageous people than the 
Antavarres and the Manivoulefe, when they fay that the fource of the wealth of 
the pirates was exhaufted, by the abfolute deftrudion of their marine, began to pre- 
pare for returning to their villages with their riches. The Antavarres and the Ma- 
nivoulefe would not Hhve'oppofed their departure, had not the pirates ufed their ut- 
moft endeavours to excite them to plunder, by reprefenting to them, that thefe valua- 
ble effefts which ought to be the reward of their labour and attachment, would be for 
ever loft to them, if they fuffered them to be carried away, and difperfed in the inte- 
rior parts of the country. After a long refiftance, founded folely on that refpefl; which is 
due to hofpitality, the Antavarres and the Manivoulefe fuffered themfelves to be overcome, 
and hurried into an unjuft war. This cruel war gave rife to all thofe which afterwards 
deluged the north-eaft part of Madagafcar with blood. Before that period thefe people 
lived in peace, and thofe petty divifions of little importance which are infeparable from all 
focieties, never were of long duration, and left behind them no traces of animolity. 
The pirates were artful enough never to be feen in the armies of the Antavarres and the 
Manivoulefe, without affirming the appearance of the ftrideft neutrality. They, how- 
ever, fold at a very high price to thefe people, who were their friends, arms and war- 
like ammunition ; but while they refufed the like affiftance to the Bethalimenes, they 
fecretly advifed them, in the rnoft treacherous maimer, to exchange with an Euro- 
pean veffel, newly arrived at Poulepointe, their prifoners for fire-arms and ammuni- 
tion. The Bethalimenes, highly irritated at the exceffes committed by the Antavarres 
and dm Manivoulefe againft them, eagerly followed this advice. By making a brave 
defence they had taken a great number of prifoners ; and as thefe prifoners were 'a 
burdren to them, they faw it would be advantageous to fell them, in order to procure 
fire-arms, whith were neceffary to repel the attacks of their enemies. 

5 The 
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The Befhalimenes were extremely thankful to the pirates for having taught them 
how to make the Antavarres and the Manivoulefe repent of their injuftice, by ena- 
bling them to procure arms and ammunitions fufficient to intimidate thefe difturbers of 
their tranquillity. They even found themfelves much better provided with thefe ar- 
ticles than their enemies, who were now no longer in a condition to throw any ob- 
ftacles in the way of their departure. Thefe fame iflanders, therefore, who had always 
Ihewn the moft invincible repugnance to fell their prifoners, fuddenly changed their 
principles on this point ; and yet thefe people coniider us as cannibals. The efforts 
which the Europeans had inceflantly made to procure Haves, either by force or ftrata- 
gem, contributed not a little to confirm them in this unfavourable opinion. . The ene- 
mies of the whites, whcfe number was very confiderable, took a pleafure in giving 
ftrength to this odious calumny ; and I may venture to affert, that it has been per- 
petuated in fuch a manner, from generation to generation, that it ftill fubfifts. If any 
method can be devifed of deftroying fo degrading an accufation, it certainly muff be by 
carefully educating amongft us fome young Medecaffes, and afterwards fending them 
back to their own country. When they have become acquainted with our manners, 
our arts, and our Industry, we may eafily infpire them with quite contrary fentiments. 
However little we reflect on the falutary confequences that would enfue from fuch a 
plan, it will appear aftonifhing that it has been fo long neglected. 

If I have allowed myfelf to pafs over in iilence the long feries of war which from 
that epoch never ceafed to defolate the northern part of Madagafcar, I cannot help 
obferving, that the pirates alone kindled up amongft thefe iflanders the flames of dif- 
cord ; and, at the fame time, conciliated the affections of the Antavarres and the 
Manivoulefe, as well as that of the Bethalimenes. 

After this, the Europeans no longer difdained to feek their protection. The pub- 
lic fale of prifoners ferved to foment the flames of their hatred and vengeance ; and 
thefe two fcourges united fet no other bounds to their ravages than the entire depo- 
pulation of an ifland, celebrated by its extent and prodigious fertility. What a num- 
ber of vidtims facrificed to the infatiable avarice of a few plunderers ! 

Ye juft and compaflionate, behold what it has coft, in blood and crimes, to bring 
your colonies to that kind of profperity, the greater part of the advantages of which 
you daily hear exaggerated ; as if that profperity, always precarious, were not more 
apparent than real ; fince the opulence of a few is founded only on the mifery and flavery 
of. the multitude. 

The flave-trade, after having ferved to eftablifh the power of the pirates, was of 
no utility to their children. 

Tamfimalo, fon to the daughter of a powerful chief, by an old pirate, celebrated 
for his cunning and depredations, feized the fovereign power after the death of his 
father. His reign was fignalized by no extraordinary event, but his memory is ftill 
venerated amongft thefe people; and his refpected allies repofe at St. Mary, where they 
were depofited in the year 1745, which was the period of his death. 

T amfimal o wasTucceeded by his fon John Harre ; but his power was very limited ; • 
and his mifeonduft rendered him defpicable in the eyes of his fubjefts. He made 
choice of Foulepointe for the place of his refidence, and left the government of St. Mary 
to his mother and his lifter, the latter of whom was known under the name of Betie.. 
A little time after the death of Tamfimalo, the Eaft-India Company formed an efta- 
blilhment at St. Mary, and M. Goffe was ordered to take poffeflion of that ifland fit. 
the name of the company. In this ceremony, M. Goffe was accompanied by Betie, 
the daughter of Tamfimalo, and the widow of John Harre, though this honour, ac- 
vol. xvi. '■ 5 g « cording 
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cording to the ufages of the country, belonged to the widow of Tamfimalo, whole 
fovereignty was acknowledged. This haughty and imperious woman, highly offended 
at that kind of difdain and negleCt with which Goffe feemed to treat her, fwore that 
ihe would be revenged on him for fo open an infult offered to her dignity.. For a long 
time Goffe defpifed her anger and threats : but this conduct was far from being pru- 
dent ; and might have brought great misfortunes upon the eftablilhment entrufted to 
his care. Obftinate fevers, and epidemical difeafes, foon after weakened the colony, 
and reduced it to a very languilhing condition during the latter end of autumn. The 
directors of thellle of France were obliged, therefore, to fend new recruits annually, 
to repair the Ioffes which were occafioned by the infalubrity of the ifland. The mor- 
tality became fo great towards the conclufion of the year, that it was then called the 
Grave of the French. The greateft care, it is true, was taken to fend no perfons thither 
to fetde except fuch as could occafron little hurt to fociety, if they perilhed. 

If Goffe was deficient in attention to the widow of Tamfimalo, he negle&ed, as we 
are affured, no means of pleafing Betie. This charming young woman to an agree- 
able figure added a pleafant difpofition ; and the iflanders entertained a much ftronger 
affe&ion for her than for her mother. Betie was not infenfible to the attachment of 
Goffe ; and ihe more than once difconcerted the fatal proje&s of her mother againft 
the French : but bounds were at length fet to her zeal, over which it was impoflible 
for her to pafs. 

Tamlimalo’s widow accufed Goffe of having dared to difturb the allies of her huf* 
band, and of carrying away the riches Ihut up in his tomb. This accufation, whether 
juft or unjuft, excited fuch a fermentation that the deftruftion of the French was from 
that moment irrevocably decreed. . The iflanders fell upon their eftablilhment, fet fire 
to it, and made a general maffacrq of its inhabitants. As foon as this fatal event, which 
took place on Chriftmas eve 1754, was known at the Ille of France, an armed veffel 
received orders to proceed to the entrance of port St. Mary, and to punilh the iflanders a 
with the utmoft feverity. The punifhment infliSed on them was indeed terrible ; a 
number of villages were burnt, and feveral large piroguas filled with the natives were 
funk. That in which the widow of Tamfimalo embarked, made ftrong efforts to gain 
the Bay of Antongil, and to efcape from the boats fent in purfuit of her : but in fpite 
of every exertion they got near enough to fire upon it. Tamfimalo's widow was killed; 
feveral of thofe who accompanied her lharedthe fame fate; and the reft, among whom 
was her daughter Betie, were taken prifoners. When Betie was carried to the Ille of 
France, fhe juftified herfelf before the fupreme council, by proving that her mother 
alone had been the caufe of the maffacre of the French. She {hewed, at the fame time,, 
that her connection with Goffe had endangered her life ; and that fhe could no longer 
be in fafety at St. Mary, as fhe had loft, by her attachment to the French, and the 
efforts which fhe had made to fave them, the confidence and affeCtion of the iflanders. 
The fupreme council of the Ifle of France, convinced of the innocence of this young 
woman, fent her to her brother John Harre, at Foulepointe, with confiderable prefents, 
requefting her to employ every means pollibleto re-eftablilh peace and concord between 
the natives of that diftrict and the French. Thefe people, terrified by the ravages 
exercifed at St. Mary, had retired to the interior parts of the country ; all commerce 
was fufpended ; and the wants of the Ifle of France required that every method fliould 
be purfued to revive it. Betie, by the great afcendancy fhe had over her brother, being 
the progereft perfon to accomplilh thisfalutary end, (he united, for that purpofe, with 
Bigorne, an intelligent and a£tive man, who had been a foldier in the fervice of the 
Eaft-India company- 
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In a little time, Bigome learned the Malegacbe language ; and by an open and Heady 
conduct won the affection of the iflanders. To his care and activity the colony was in- 
debted for the re-eftablifhment of its commerce. Among all the honourable teftimonies 
of gratitude which were rendered to him for thisfervice, the mod diftinguifhed is that 
of M. Poivre, who, in 1758, was an eye-witnefs to the good conduct of this brave foldier. 
That celebrated adminiftrator, whofe fuffrages cannot be fufpected of prejudice or par- 
tiality, has often, in my prefence, paid the higheft compliments to this man, whofe 
memory is ftill refpected among the iflanders of Madagafcar. The influence which he 
had over the minds of thefe people, was however more owing to the goodnefs of his 
chara&er than to his eloquence. 

The fpeeches which he made to thefe people, in their grand affemblies called palabres, 
were not to be compared to thofe of the Malegache orators. M. Poivre, who affifted at 
feveral of thefe affemblies, often told me, that the natural eloquence of the Malegaches 
was truly aftonifhing. He took delight in relating even the mod minute particulars of a 
grand palabre, at which ail the neighbouring chiefs, and an immenfe multitude of 
people, were prefent, in order to form a treaty of commerce with the commiffaries of 
the French Eaft-India company. 

The following is. in a few words, the account of it which he gave me : 

The orator, after faluting all the chiefs, advanced towards the French ; made a pro- 
found How to them, and addrefling himfelf to Bigome, faid : “You know, Bigome, 

“ that for more than eight years the white men have come hither to trade with the 
“ Malegaches; and can you fay that a whiteman was ever killed by any of our 
** nation ? 

“ We have always received you, not only as brothers, but even as the lords of the 
“ country. 

“ When the French afked from us oxen and rice, did we ever refufe them ? 

“ When they wiihed to raife palifades, and to conftrudfc houfes, have we not gone 
“ to the forefts to procure timber neceflary for that purpofe ? 

“ Have thofe who came hither before you, Bigorne, or thofe who are here now, 
e< ever had any caufe of complaint againft us ? Have they not drawn water from our 
“ fountains ? Have they not cut down the trees of our forefts, without any man at 
“ Foulepointe afking them — why do you fo ? The people in the fouth, as well as thofe 
“ in the north, and more recently ftill thofe of St. Mary, maffacred the French, and 
“ made war upon them : but thofe of Foulepointe never attacked any of them ; on the 
“ contrary they have given them every afliftance in their power, and' they have at all 
“ times teftified their kindnefs and ffiendfhip towards them. 

" Are the chiefs at Foulepointe then lefs powerful than their neighbours ? 

“ La Bigome, they are more fo. — Do they fear to carry on war againft the whites ? 

' “ — No. — Who dare make war on John Harre, the illuftrious fon of Tamfimalo, our 
“ fovereign and-our father ? 

“ What are the white men who would be rafh enough to attack thofe formidable 
“ and invincible chiefs, ’ here prefent, Marornt , Rami/i, and Ramatao ? 

“ Would we not fhed even the laft drop of our blood in their fupport-? 

“ It is to our friendfhip, therefore, and to our goodnefs of heart alone, that the 
“ French are indebted for the kind treatment which they have experienced at Foule- 
<c pointe, fince they firft frequented that port. 

“ Let us now examine the conduct of the French towards us. 

“ Why, Bigome, haft thou ere&ed a palifade of large flakes, much more extenfive 
“ and ftronger than that which was eredted formerly, without having deigned to alk 

c g a permiflioa 
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*« permiffion of John Havre and the other chiefs ? In this haft thou followed the ancient 
“ ufage ? Speak— Anfwer— Haft thou offered them the finalleft prefent ? — But you 
“ obferve filence — Youblufh — You are confcious of your guilt — You look towards 
“ them — You beg forgivenefs — Here, in thy name, I afk John Harre, our fovereign, 
“ who preftdes over this illuftrious affembly, and thefe generous and invincible chiefs, 
“ to pardon thy imprudence. We love thee, Bigorne; but never in future, abufe our 
“ affe&ion — Swear that thou wilt never commit the like faults— Such errors will for 
“ ever alienate from thee, without hopes of return, the hearts of the inhabitants of 
ce Foulepointe ; and to preferve them, take an oath that our interefts and yours fhall be 
“ hereafter the fame. Afk, then, of your chiefs here affembled, why, fince the arrival 
“ of the laft feven (hips, the captains have ftill neglected to make the ufual prefents, 
u which ferve to promote a good underltanding in thofe exchanges which the whites 
“ wifh to make with the Malegaches ? Why have not thefe veffels brought effe&s to 
ec pay the debts contracted above a year ago by the French ? 

“ We have fold them, on credit, according to the rules of fair dealing, provifions 
“ of every kind, without any other fecurity than fmall bits of paper, which contained, 
<c as you affured us, a promife of being paid in three moons. Why has this folenm 
tc promife remained till the prefent day undifcharged ? This certainly is compelling us 
<c to give up all commerce with the whites, or at leaft to entirely withdraw that confi- 
e£ dence which we had in their words and oaths. 

fC A large veffel which touched here laft; year was in the moft urgent want of pro- 
<e vifi'ons, without having effeds neceffary to purchafe them. The merchants of Foule- 
“ pointe, however, fupplied the crew with oxen and rice, and at the fame price at 
<c which they could have bought them for ready money. 

“ They promifed to fend ps payment by the firft veffel which fhould come from the 
<e Idle of France. Since that period twelve have arrived ; but they all refufed to pay 
“ this juft debt. 

<e Will you now fay, Bigorne, that the people of Foulepointe have behaved dif- 
tf honeftly to the French ? 

u Will you fey alfo, that, in giving a trade-mufket in exchange for an ox, you pay 
“ too dear ? 

“ Will you fay that two yards of blue cloth is the juft value of a meafure of rice, 
* e weighing fifty pounds? You either think us very ignorant of the price of provifions 
** at the file of France, or you have formed the mad projeCt of giving laws to us in- 
“ Head of receiving them. 

ce Is it not true,” continued the orator, addreffing himfelf to the Affembly, “ that 
“ you wifli to deal with thefe ftrangers hereafter on jufter and. more equitable terms?” 

The affembly teftified by a general and tumultuous acclamation, that this was their 
defire. 

Bigorne then wifhed to elevate his voice ; but the orator commanded him to be filent; 
and refumed his difcourfe, by the order of John Harre and the other chiefs. 

ee The following,” faid he, “ are the conditions prefcribed by the merchants of Foule- 
“ pointe : The meafure of rice fhall be diminifhed, when, in meafuring it, the whites 
“ endeavour to heap up the rice, by knocking on the bottom of the meafure, in order 
t( to incresfe its contents : they will not fuffer the meafure to be heaped as here- 
“ tofore.” f 

This obfetvation made the affembly fmile. 

£< An ox fhall ttolonger be given in exchange for a paltry trade-fufee : a good foldier’s 
** mufket fhall be the price of an ox.” 

« A 
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« A piece of blue cloth £hall contain two yards, according to the ancient tneafure. 

“ The bambou of powder fhall be increafed in fuch a manner, that three bambous 
* e fhall contain an hundred charges for a mufket. 

u The people of Foulepointe, v/ho ferve the whites in quality of fculliom, or domeftics, 

<£ fhall receive a trade-fufee as wages for thirty days fervice.” 

After this the orator, addrefling the chiefs and the affembly, laid, “ Are not thefe 
“ your lateft wifhes?” — The cry of “ Yes” then refounded from all quarters, inter- 
mixed with fhouts of praife and approbation. 

When this noife had fubfided, the orator cried out with a voice like thunder, “ You 
“ hear, Bigome, the wifh of the Palabre ; it is the law of the chiefs, it is the defire 
“ of the people who trade with the whites. Explain fully to your matters what I have 
« juft now propofed.— If they accept thefe conditions, we fhall confirm the treaty by 
“ a folemn facrifice. If they will not accept it, they may depart. We have no pro- 
ie vifions to give them.” 

Bigorne tranflated word for word to M. Poivre the fpeech which I have here related 5. 
and the latter was obliged to interpofe his authority, in order to prevent him from 
reproaching the orator for his vehemence. Bigome was not accuftomed to be treated 
with fo little ceremony by thefe people ; and this leffon feemed to hurt him the 
more, as it was given before officers honoured with the confidence of the Eaft-India 
Company. 

M. Poivre, on the contrary, beheld the energy of thefe favages with pleafure. He 
was ftruck with the force and folidity of their reafoning ; but, being intrufted with 
the interefts of the company, it was not in his power to make any alteration in’ the 
u fual price of provifions. He ordered Bigome to communicate this to the affembly ; 
and to affure them, at the fame time, that the merchants of Foulepointe would be im- 
mediately and generoufly paid for all the commodities with which they had fupplied 
the French. He likewife granted an augmentation of falary to thofe domeftics who- 
were in the fervice of the whites ; and accompanied all his promifes with the moft 
polite expreffions, and fuch as were likely to awaken the fenfibility of the chiefs. Whilft 
he thus treated them as friends and brothers, he recommended peace and concord to 
them, in the ftrongeft terms ; and gave them to underftand, that the condud of all 
thofe whites who fhould not entertain the fame fentiments and refpeft for them, would 
be generally difapproved, The fpeech of M. Poivre, delivered in the Malegache lan- 
guage by Bigorne, feemed to make more impreffion on the orator than on the affem- 
bly ; and it was only in confequence of the advice given by the former,, that the treaty 
was agreed upon by a general acclamation. 

The conclufion of this treaty was a matter of 'the utmoft importance. The wants 
of the veffels were urgent : for, as they contained fix hundred men, three oxen 
a day, with a proportionable quantity of rice, were neceffary to fupply them with. 

provifions. ' , 

This treaty was ratified with the utmoft folemnity. The orator flaughtered a vi£hm j. 
received the blood in an earthen veffel ; and mixed with it fea-water, pimento, gun- 
flints broken, and bruifed very fine, and a fmall quantity of earth and gunpowder,., 
moiftened with tafia , or fpirit made from the fugar-cane. Two leaden bullets- ferved. 
him to pound thefe different ingredients, in order to form a kind of beverage; which 
- he wifhed the devil might convert into poifon for all thofe who, having drunk, of it,, 
fhould not adhere to their oath. He then took two lances, or affagays, and dipped the- 
points, of them in the liquor, while John Harre fprinkled a few drops, of it upon the 
pomi. xfce 
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The orator, afterwards, taking a knife in his right hand, and firft invoking the God 
of the whites, and then that of the blacks, begged them with a- loud voice to infpire 
into, the hearts of' both, peace, amity, concord, and fmcerity. 

Then (hiking with his knife the points of the two affagays, which he had dipped 
into the liquor, he denounced the moil horrid malediftion# and imprecations againfl 
thofe who fliould infringe the treaty. 

« If the whites,” faid he, “ break their oath, may this beverage become poifon to 
« them. ; may thofe hurricanes which rufli with fury from the four quarters of the 
« heavens, fall upon their veffels ; may they be fwallowed up by the waves ; and may- 
os the bodies of thefe wicked men be torn by the formidable monfters which inhabit 
“ the abyffes of the fea. 

“ Hear, John Harre — liften to the voice of the powerful genius who infpires me : 

« Should the people of Foulepointe be fo bafe and fo worthlefs as to violate this 
« folemn treaty, may they perifh by the fword of the enemy ; may their bellies burft ; 

« ' and may their filthy carcafes become food for the crocodiles. 

“ Muft not the invifible fpirit who prefides at this aflembly be avenged ? Muft he 
« not punifh the perjured, fince he receives their oaths ? All men, whether white or 
« black, are before him ; all are fubjected to his fupreme will ; and he requires from 
« us all, under the pain of incurring punifhments equally terrible and fevere, the fame 
“ fidelity, and the fame fmcerity.” 

Rabefin (this was the name of the orator) pronounced thefe horrid imprecations 
three times ; and with fo much vehemence in his fpeech and geltures, that they made 
an impreflion upon the aflembly, of which it would be impoflible to convey an idea by 
words. 

Whilft the aflembly were in this ftate of fear and terror, John Harre and the other 
chiefs with a trembling hand put about a fpoonful of their difgu fling liquor into a leaf 
of raven , and fwallowed it, with the moil horrid grimaces. Their example was fol- 
lowed by the greater part of thofe who aflifted at the ceremony: but fome of the 
Frenchmen contentedjhemfelves with only feigning to do it, notwithftanding the prefling 
invitation of Bigorne, who, without doubt, believed this ridiculous and dilagreeable 
force neceflary, if not to the fuccefs, at leaft to the folidity of the treaty. 

Rabefin then proceeded to facrifice the vi&ims ; and a grand feaft, accompanied 
with dancing, mufic, and fports, terminated, rather in a noify but joyful manner, this 
celebrated palabre. I, have defcribed the ceremonies praQifed at this aflembly in pre- 
ference to any of thofe at which I aflifted, merely becaufe it related to affairs of the 
utraofl importance ; and by doing fo I have, I think, attained the end which I ought 
to have had in view, that of tracing out a flight fketch of the chara&er and extraordi- 
nary cuftoms of thefe people. 

The morning after the conclufion of the treaty, the market at Foulepointe was ftored 
with every thing in abundance : the veffels, therefore, made hafte to take in their 
quantity of provifions ; which they did foon, and at a very final! expence. 

When M. Poivre arrived in France, he gave a favourable account of La Bigorne’ak 
conduct to the Eaft-India Company. La JBigorne was then only interpreter at Foule- 
pointe; but on the recommendation of M. Poivre, hefreceived a commiffion to manage, 
in the whole ifland of Madagafcar, under the orders of the adminiftration of the Hie of 
France; all affairs relating to trade and the vidualling of fhips. The Company had 
every reafbn to be fatisfied with their choice; for La Bigorne conduced himfelf with 
equal prudence add ability, till the year 1762, when he was recalled to the Hie of 
France becaufe he had made war on John Harre. We are affured that b<* exerted his 

5 utmoft 
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utmoft endeavours to preferve peace at Foulepointe ; but that he was, at length, obliged 
openly to fupport feveral chiefs, allies of the French, who had caufe to complain of 
the violence and depredations of John Harre, whofe propenfity to vice and debauchery 
increafed every day. 1 

The chiefs who were enemies to John Harre united together, in order to prevail 
on Bigorne to take the command of their armies. This brave foldier did notf how- 
e ver, yield to their entreaties, but on conditions which rnuft have anpeared very 
ftrange to the favages. He openly declared, that if he affunied the command of their 
troops, he would take the prudent precaution not to expofe himfelf to the enemies 
fire; becaufe his death would infallibly occafion the deftru&ion of thofe warriors 
who fought under his ftandards. A general, who, following only the impulle of his 
courage, fuffers himfelf to be hurried into the thickeft of the battle, is no longer able 
to difpofe his forces in the moft advantageous manner ; the army is then abfolutely 
without a chief ; the combatants are confequently thrown into diforder ; and <~hanrp 
only decides the victory. 

I do not know whether the Medecaffes were fti-uck with La Bigome’s reafons. 
People without difcipline, and who have no idea of the advantages which always refult 
from good order and perfed harmony, muft have believed that General Bigorne had 
more abilities than courage. However, after Ihewing fome marks of aftonilhiuent and 
furprife, they ranged themfelves under his banners. La Bigorne then made them go 
through fome very fimple manoeuvres ; and finding them fubmifiive, and refolved to 
execute his orders punctually, he led them towards the enemy. "When the two armies 
were in fight of each other, he renewed his prohibition of beginning the combat until 
he had given the fignal. 

The army of John Harre was more numerous and much ftronger than that of 
La Bigorne ; but the pofition of the latter feemed to promife him the moft complete 
victory, lhould John Harre venture to attack him. John Harre, not having fufficient 
abilities to judge of his difad vantageous fituation, charged the enemy with vigour ; 
but he was repulfed in fo terrible a manner that he was obliged to feek lafety by flight. 
This chief, therefore, who had hitherto been accounted invincible, was overcome 
merely by the flrilful difpolition of a man, who did not appear in the engagement, and 
who was even at fome diftance from the field of battle. 

John Harre, having afterwards learned that La Bigorne dire&ed the movements of 
the army which had defeated him, obferved, “ How could 1 defend myfelf againft the 
t( invifible fpirit of a white man who attacked me ? But, in order to be revenged, 
tc I will quit Foulepointe, and retire to the bay of Antongil. My removal from that 
** port will alarm the merchants of Foulepointe ; the markets will no longer be fup- 
u plied ; commerce will in the mean time fuffcr ; and La Bigome’s chiefs will recall 
,£ him to the Ifle of France. My departure from Foulepointe, therefore, feems to pro- 
“ mife me a fpeedy deliverance from my moft formidable enemy.” 

What John Harre had predicted foon afterwards took place. His defeat had oc- 
cafioned great forrow at Foulepointe ; and his departure put an entire ftop to com- 
merce. Some of the chiefs, friends to Bigorne, made vain efforts to bring provifioos 
to the markets ; for the merchants at Foulepointe oppofed them as much as they 
could. The French veffels, which had come to that port for reffefhments, after endea- 
vouring, without effedt, to reftore peace and concord among thefe people, were obliged 
to repair to the Ifle of France, in a very deplorable ftate, and in the utmoft want of 
the moft common neceffaries. - On their united complaints La Bigorne was recalled 
and difgraced : yet we are allured that he was not guilty ; and that few men in his- 
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place would have fuffered fo loag the oppreflive and infolent behaviour of John Harre. 

I fhould be glad that I could believe this to be the cafe : but his conduct will always 
appear reprehenfible to thofe who think they have no right to prefcribe rules and to 
give- laws in a foreign country. 

However this may be, La Bigorne’s departure brought back John Harre to Foule- 
pointe. On his arrival he met with a much better reception than he had any title to ex- 
peft ; and commerce foon began to refume its wonted adivity : but matters did not 
long remain in this tranquil fituation. The flames of difcord were not yet extinguiflied ; 
hatred and animofity Hill continued to foment them ; but, at length, after a tedious 
war, the ifland of Madagafcar was delivered from this turbulent and. formidable tyrant, 
•who could live in peace neither with his allies nor his fubje&s. He was killed in 1767 
•by the Mariivoulefe ; and his fpoils ferved to enrich the enemy, and to augment their 
power. 

His fon Taw inherited only a fmall part of his father’s pofleffions, as he was too 
young not to he fatisfied with what was given him. Of the reign of this prince I lhall 
lay nothing, though I had an opportunity of being particularly acquainted with him ; 
for, as he had neither fpirit nor abilities, he never performed any adion of fufficient im- 
portance to merit a place here. 

At the time when John Harre died, the Ifles of France and Bourbon were not under 
the diredionof the Eaft India Company. The king had refumed the management of 
them, and had appointed M. Poivre to be intendant of that colony. Bigorne then no 
longer found any obftacle to prevent his returning to Foulepointe, where his prefence, 
on account of certain circumftances, was become highly neceifary. On his arrival he 
received from the inhabitants the moft flattering teftimonies of friendlhip and elteem. 
The ftrong idea which the iilanders had before entertained of his talents and integrity, 
■caufed him to be chofen arbiter of all- their differences. He re-eftablilhed peace in the 
northern part of Madagafcar ; and M. Poivre had nothing to bellow upon him but 
praifes for his good condud. I was particularly acquainted with him, when I vifited 
Madagafcar in 1768, and I can fully certify that he deferved them. M. Poivre, who 
honoured me with his friendfliip and confidence, being defirous of procuring for his 
■celebrated garden at Montplaifir, known at prefent by the name of the King’s Botanical 
Garden in the IJle of France , the rareft and molt ufeful plants of that ifland, call his eyes 
upon me as a perfon proper for ma k i n g that valuable colledion. He, indeed, could 
not have given a richer prefent to the colony entrufted to his care. This able adminif- 
trator never fuffered a veffelto depart without requelling the captain, or fome intelligent 
officer, to bring him the various productions of the countries which they were going to 
vijit ; and this demand' was always accompanied with proper inftrudtions. The garden 
of Montplaifir thus became, in his hands, one of the rich'elt nurferies known, fince it 
contains the moft valuable plants of the four quarters of the world. 

On my arrival at Foulepointe I did not find La Bigorne ; and this difappointment 
gave me the more uneafinefs, as he was particularly enjoined to afford me every affift- 
ance in his power to accomplilh the object of my million. However, after examining 
the whole environs of Foulepointe, I fet out to join him at Mananharre, a village fituated 
at the entrance of the bay of Antongil. In my way thither I traverfed the ifland of 
St. Mary, where I remained as. long as wasneceffary for lludying its different produc- 
tions : and I did not reach Mananharre till the eighth day after my departure from 
Foulepointe. 

La Bigorne received me with every mark of attention, and gave me a variety of in- 
fiprmatiQa, of which h have been here able to iniert only a few fttort extracts. With 

4 . *' him 
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him I viiited the molt interefting places in the neighbourhood of the great bay of An-' 
tongil, and with him I faw thole aftonifliing quarries of rock cry rial, the mattes of 
which are fo enormous as almoft to furpafs belief. But let me not lofe fight of my ob- 
ject, and proceed to give an account of the eflablifliments formed by the French in the 
northern part of Madagafcar. 

I fhall terminate what appeared to me moft remarkable on this fubject by an account 
of that of Benyowiki. This large eftablilhment. which was formed under the adminif- 
trarionof M. deBoynes,. coft an immenfe fum of money; had no fuccefs; and ended 
in a very tragical manner. ' 

Benyowiki has been fo much, celebrated that it may not be here improper to give a 
Ihort account of his principal adventures : but that I may not venture to fay any thing 
without good authority, I {hall tranfcribe the memoir which he delivered to the gen- 
tlemen intrufted with the management of the Ifle of France. This memoir was difperfed 
fo much throughout the colony, that it was eafy for me to procure a copy of it. I have 
not made the leaft correQion in it ; becaufe I thought it a matter of importance to ex- 
hibit in every point of view djis audacious man, whofe fcandalous behaviour coft mil- 
lions to France, and brought new calamities on Madagafcar. 


Letter op Baron d’Aladar, known at present under the name os 
Benyowski, to the Governor of the Isle of France. 

“ IT is with the utmoft pleafure and eagemefs, infpired by my zeal and the defire 
u I have of ferving you, that I proceed to fatisfy you refpecting what you require 
l( of me. 

“ Bom a Hungarian, of the illuftrious family of the barons de Benyowiki, I ferved 
“ in quality of general in the armies of the .emprefs our fovereign. My father was of 
“ the houle of Aladar Till, and my mother of that of the counts de Rerary : I am 
ee confequently a Pole by extraction. 

“ In 1 765, the king of Poland, elector of Saxony, being dead, and his kingdom 
“ invaded, I went to Warfaw, to fupport the interefts of a prince in the midft of 
te trouble, and of the fubverfion of celebrated ftatutes, and of the firft members of the 
“ ftate. The grandees of the Kingdom had been arretted by a fecret order ; and as I 
te was of the party of the prince bifhop of Cracaw, and other magnates, a requeft was 
made that I might be arretted by. prince Repnin, the Ruffian minifter. Informed of 
“ this defign, and not knowing what to do, I repaired, as fpeedily as I could, to a friend 
“ of prince RadziwiI, whofe protection I folicited. Here I ftaid rill the general con- 
** federation of Bar was declared, to which being invited by marlhal Pulawlky, I im- 
“ mediately entered into that of Cracaw, under the command of Marlhal de Czaraowlky. 
“ Being admitted as an officer into the regiment of Caftres, I was made a prifoner by 
the Mufcovites, who had taken Cracaw. I, however, ranfomed myfelf for the fum 
“ of two thoufand ducats, and afterwards entered into the confederation of Bar, where 
“ having obtained the rank of colonel and general, I ferved againft the Mufcovites, 
“ under the command of Fortality-Svaniecz, and combated the enemy, as is proved in 
** the a£ts of the confederation. The enemy being expelled, I received orders to go 
“ to Turkey with M. Pulawlky. The bacha of Natolia and Chotyn received me with 
t( ffiendlhip, and gave me alliftance of troops and money, with which immediately 
“ entering the kingdom of Poland, I fuftained a combat againft the Ruffians, near 
Pruth, where I was wounded and taken. I was then carried to Riovia, where I 
vol. xvi. /h found 
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« found marfhal Czarnofky, count Potofky, and young Pularfky, with three thou.* 
“ fand men. 

“ Being afterwards removed to Cazan, I pafled Nezin and Tuta ; and, by means 
ec of a German furgeon, I tranfinitted to his eminence the prince bifhop of Cracaw, 
ts who was at Kaluga, a letter, in which I informed him of my misfortune. The 
“ governor of Cazan, M. Guafnin Samarini, fuffered me, like the reft of the prifoners, 

“ to enjoy my liberty in the City. 

“ On the 15th of Auguft 1769, I was vifited by a Ruffian officer, who privately 
« gave me letters from the captive princes, with orders to carry them to Kaluga. 
“ After conferring with the principals, and taking their advice on this fubjeft, I 
« efcaped to Cazan, by pretending to the governor that I had an ardent defire to vifit 
* f the copper mines, and arrived without any accident at Kaluga, aflifted by colonel 
,f Bachemetriew, the governor of Fortality, who was of the party of the prifoners. 

“ I had been appointed to treat perfonally with the princes and magnates j and it 
* c was agreed, that, confining myfelf to a few expeditions, I fhould fet out for Peterf- 
“ burgh. I even repaired without delay to Quorfum y, and, taking up my quarters 
“ in the houfe of colonel Soacfek, I finifhed the expedition according to my engage- 
“ ment. When on the point of returning to Cafan, I was arrefted by orders of 
,c the emprefs of Ruffia •> and as nothing certain was known refpe&ing my private 
* f .Jlight, 1 was fent prilbner to Kaluga, to which I had been difpatched by the princes. 

“ Having formed a friendfhip with the governor, we entered into a treaty, by which, 
“ with the affiftance of Tuga, we engaged to retire into Poland ; and the governor 
<£ had difpofed every thing to facilitate our efcape, when, on the 1 8th of O&ober 

1769, an officer of the guards arrived from Peterfburgh with orders to arreft the 
v governor ; but die governor prevented him by putting him to death ; and, feeking 
<e fefety by flight, left us all prifoners. That very day we were loaded with chains, 
“ and conducted to Peterfburgh, where it was impollible for me to hear any farther 
,f news of my companions in adverfity. 

“ I was fhut up in the private prifon of Fortality $ and, on the fourth day after 
“ being obliged to appear before Orlow and Czernichew, I was interrogated re- 
** fpernng feveral points. As they could draw nothing from my anfwers, even by 
K threats, they promifed me a pardon, in the name of the emprefs, if I would fwear 
** fidelity to her Majefly, and difcover thofe fecrets with which 1 had been entrufted. 
“ On my refufingto comply with thefe terras, 1 was remanded to prifon, from which, 
K by means of an officer, I wrote to prince Lobkowitz, her Majefty’s lieutenant ; but 
* c I received no anfwer. Some days after, having appeared before the commiffion, I 

was compelled to fign the following paper : 

** J, the underjigned, acknowledge that I net only wifhed to break my chains , but that 1 

committed an affajfmation , and have been guilty oftreafon againjl her Imperial Majefly ' y 
w and if her Majefly , through her natural goodnefs , /hall be pleafed to J often the rigour 
u of my fentenee , I hereby engage , after recovering my liberty , never to fet a font again in 
u the dominions cf her Majefly, much left to bear arms againfl her . 

, u Baron Maurice Auguftus Aladar de Benyowfki, 

** Nov. 22 d 17691 General' of the firft Confederation.” 

“ After figning^ this paper, I was fent back to confinement j and on the 24th of 
** NoVembet, at midnight, an officer appeared,, at the head of twenty-eight men, who. 

having put brans pa. my legs, hurried me into a carriage, and proceeded towards 
“ Mofcow. Ihadas jay companion in misfortune major Vynblat $. and,, deprived of. 

lo “-all 
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“ all nouriffiment except bread and water, we paffed through Nizney, Kuzmodem, 
te Janfkoy, and Solichanfzky, where the officer who was entrufted with the care of 
<e conducing us, fell ill, which obliged us to remain there feme days. 

“ Or the 28th of December the fame year, one of the foldiers came and told 
“ me that a body of guards, who were conducing fome prifoners, had Hopped at 
“ a place not far diftant. As they were in our neighbourhood, they wifhed very 
te much to fee people who were unfortunate like themfelves ; and prevailed on their 
“ officer to conduct them to us in the night-rime. "When they arrived, I immediately 
ee perceived his ferene highnefs the prince bifhop of Cracaw, whole tears prevented 
“ him from fpeaking ; but we were not long permitted to fee each other. Having 
“ feparated, we purfued our journey, in company, but in different carriages, as far 
“ as Tobolfk, the capital of Siberia. After a very fhort flay there, we croffed the 
“ defarts of Tartary, drawn by dogs, without hearing anything of the reft. We fuf- 
“ fered much from hunger ; and, after traverfing Siberia, we found fome exiled officers 
“ of different nations. 

“ At length, on the 20th of May, 1770, we reached the Port of Ochozk, where we 
“ were kindly received by Pleniftere, the governor. Soon after two Ruffian officers 
“ arrived, who laid they belonged to the guards of their highneffes the princes detained 
“ at Kaluga, and with whom I formed an intimate friendfhip. 

“ On the 3d of September the fame year, we were put on board a {hip, and con- 
“ veyed to the port of Eolfao. On the 24th of December I received a letter from the 
“ bimop of Cracaw, by a merchant, who tranfmitted it to me. It informed me that 
“ the princes were removed to the northern part of Tartary, towards Anadyo ; and 
“ that a troop of Ruffian foldiers were preparing to revolt, in order to releafe them. 
“ I immediately wrote to major Vynblat, to inform him what he fhould do to procure 
“ us our liberty alfo. For my part I rendered myfelf the friend of the officer Gure- 
“ finim, who never quitted me ; and he not only facilitated the means of my efcaping, 
“ but even opened his purfe to me. 

** Our affairs were in this fituation when we were joined by two exiled Ruffian 
“ officers, who told me, that near us there was a prifoner clofely guarded, who was 
<e fuppofed to be a perfon. of great diftin&ion, and who had been kept in irons feven 
“ years. No perfon could give us any fatisfadory account of him : we were only told 
“ that he was ten or eleven years of age, and that he was entrufted to the care of an. 
t( old officer, who wifhed very much for his deliverance. I conceived then a projed 
“ of gaining the friendfhip of this officer, who wfllingly liftened to my propofols. He 
“ revealed to me the name of the prifoner ; who was indeed of an illuftrious birth ; 
** and we concerted together a plan for his efcape, taking each of us an oath that we 
* e would exert ourfelves to the utmoft to make it fucceed. 

“ It was on the 25th of May, that, with the affiftance of God, we intended to pro* 
cure our liberty at the price of our blood. As I was the only perfon who under- 
■* flood how to work a fhip, I was appointed the chief of the enterprife. The confpi- 
* e racy> however, being discovered on the 21ft of April, the governor ordered me to 
be carried away in the night, for the fecond time, with an intention of conveying 
u me to fome other place. My brethren in diftrefs, frightened at this blow, camfe to 
“ me on the 26th, and begged me to relieve them. The affair was eafy. The lien* 
<e tenant, who was on guard over me, having caufed arms to be carried privately Co 
** his habitation, fupplied me and all my companions, at the head of whom I todk. 

poffeffion of the fort on the night of die 27th. In this adion the governor stad fome 
“ others were killed in the commencement of the attack, while a few of my people 
“ only were flightly wounded. 


sc Next 
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“ Next morning the foldiers and Coflacks wifhed to enter fword in hand into the 
ei town of Bolfao, the inhabitants of which, terrified, after the fecond and third dif- 
* c charge of our mufketry, furrendered on the 29th of April. I entered triumphantly 
* £ into the town of Kamfchatka, and no one appeared to ' oppofe me. I immediately 
££ fent people to feize the veffels which were in the harbour ; and went myfelf 
£f with fome others to Zamicka, where I arrefted the fecretary of the fenate, who had 
<£ arrived from Peterfburgh, and obliged him to deliver up all the letters of the 
“ chancery. After taking every thing that belonged to me and two hundred in- 
££ habitants of Kamfchatka, I went down to the harbour, where I feized on- three fhips, 
“ chofe for myfelf the ftrongeft, and left the reft difmafted. 

££ Having freed this veffel, which was called the St. Peter, from the ice, I embarked 
£t with every thing neceffary, and fet fail on the 1 2th of May 1771. I had fixty feven 
ef perfons with me on board, viz. eight officers, eight married women, and a 
“ young woman known by the title of the Princefs : the reft confifted of the crew. 

“ In this manner I departed from Kamfchatka, and palling the latitude of 52 0 52', 
££ entered the channel of the Kurile illes, commonly called Jedfo. 

“ Purfuing my courfe towards the north-eaft, I landed on the illand of Bernighiana, 
“ fituated to the eaft, under the fifty-fifth degree of latitude, and the ninth meridian 
££ from the port which I had . left. Here I found M. Ochotyn, with eighty men. 
££ This Polifh officer, according to what he related, had faved himfelf in the fame 
£t manner as I, and had eftablifhed himfelf with his crew in thofe American iflands 
ec called 'Alentis. He had formed an alliance with the inhabitants of the country ; 
££ and his people had contracted marriages amongft them. In this ifland I left three 
** of my men ; and he gave me letters to fhew wherever 1 might judge it neceffary to 
e£ dofo. 

£< Oa the 26th of May, fleering away a confiderable diftance from that ifland, I 
<£ found the fea covered with ice, which obliged me on the 2d of June to land at 
<e the ifland of Aladar, fituated under the fixty-firft degree of latitude, and the 
££ twenty-fecond meridian from Kamfchatka. On the '9th of June I again put to fea, 
££ and direding my route towards the fouth-eaft, fell in, according to my reckoning, 
e£ with the point of the American continent, under the fixtieth degree of latitude, and 
. u the tweniy-fixth meridian from Kamfchatka. Sailing then towards' the fifty-firft 
“ degree of latitude, on account of the violence of the wind,, I afterwards changed 
££ my courfe towards the fouth-weft ; and on the 20th of June arrived at an ifland 
t£ known to the Ruffians by the name of Urum-Sir, or the ifland of Xti, fituated 
under the latitude of 53 0 45', and diftant 15 0 58' of longitude from Kamfchatka. 

“ Here I formed a friendfhip with the Americans, which induced me to remain 
* £ fome days amongft them ; but on the 27th of June I fet fail, fleering fouth-weft, 
“ and kept at fea till the 30th, when I difcovered, in the latitude of 46“ 6', and ten 
££ degrees of longitude from Kamfchatka, a land inhabited likewife by Ruffians ; but I 
“ could not go on fhore on account of contrary winds, which, notwithftanding all my 
££ efforts, carried me to a great diftance from it. Having, therefore, formed a defign 
of refuming my ancient route, after, fuffering a long time from the inconflancy of 
.. m Rewinds, and finding that our water was exhausted, fo that we. were obliged to 
« drink fea r water, rendered potable with flour and whale oil, I landed, on the. 15th 
£< of Jely, on an ifland, which lies in the latitude of 32? 45', and in longitude 
334* 4 $'* from Kamfchatka. This ifland was inhabited, and the beauty of its 
<( Situation, added, to other attractions, induced me to give it the name Qt Liquoris. 

.1. quitted it on - the'2,2<j, and directing my courfe weftward,. arrived, on the 28th, 
“ at Kilingur , a Japanefe port, fituated in latitude 34 0 and longitude 343 0 from Kamf- 

“ chatka. 
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fi chatka. This port is clofe to a town and citadel, where we were kindly received by 
“ the inhabitants, who gave us a fupply of provifions. 

“ On the lit of Auguft I quitted this port, and on. the 3d landed at Meaca, where 
te I was infulted by the Japanefe, whom I found very nntrafiable. Defirous of proceed- 
“ ing thence to the Philippines, I continued my route towards the fouth, and, coaft- 
“ ing along fome other iflands for feveral days, landed in the ifle of Ufana, in latitude 
cc 27 0 28'', and longitude 335®. 

w Being perfectly well received by the people of this iiland, I fpent fome days 
ft amongft them : they fupplied me with abundance of provilions j and after a mutual 
“ treaty I failed for the ifland of Formofa. Having entered a port in latitude 23 0 1 5% 
** and longitude 223 0 , I found myfelf attacked by the inhabitants, who killed three of 
ef my men. After avenging their death, the winds always contrary obliged me to 
ct make for the continent of China, coafting along fome fmall iflands known under the 
ee name of Pifcatoria ; and want of water compelled me to enter by open force into 
“ 'Tanafoa , and to attack the Chinefe, who endeavoured to prevent me from procuring 
“ a fupply. I then failed for Macao, a city belonging to her moft Faithful Majefty, 
c< where I arrived on the 22d of September 1771. 

41 In this place l was received w r ith every mark of friendfhip, by the Sieur Salema 
44 de Saldanha, the governor, and obtained permiflion for me and my crew to land ; 
44 but we left our arms in the fhip, in order that we might excite no fufpicion. Here 
44 I learned that there was a league of friendfhip between our auguft fovereigns ; and 
<c being defirous of keeping a fecret, in which they were interefted, I afked permiflion. 
44 to hoift the flag of his moft Chriftian Majefty, which I obtained. 

44 "What can I fay more to your excellency, that your own people are not able to 
“ inform you of ? Having tranfported my baggage to the houie of M. de Robien, the, 
44 prefident of the council now in China, I embarked on the 17th of January, with my 
K ‘ crew, in two trading veffels, and arrived fafe and found in the Ifle of France, where 
44 I have drawn up the prefent relation : I beg, therefore, that you would be pleafed 
■“ to order me a fpeedy paffage to Europe. _ ... 

44 I fhall every where acknowledge this favour received from your friendflup, and 
“ fhall be eternally devoted to 

U 

Ifle o£ France, , 

March 21, 1772. 


your itrvice, 

1 am your Excellency’s moft humble Servant^ 

“ Baron Maurice Augujlus d'Aladar de BenyvwfiL 
“ General of the Firft Confederation.” 


ONE c ann ot help feeling fome emotions of furprize on feeing- that Benyowfki has 
omitted every thing that might have tended to direQ: navigators in the route from Kam- 
fchatka to China, by the way of Japan. Nothing is neceffaTy but the elements of the 
nautical fcience to enable one to remark foundings and anchorage y to point out the 
ftrength and direction of the winds ; to determine the variations of the needle \ to fix 
the fituation of the principal capes and quiekfands ; and, in fhort, to give, if not the 
longitude, at leaft the latitude of the moft remarkable places. 

/The journal of the pilot entrufted with the care of the veffel, ought certainly to have 
informed him refpefting all thefe particulars. _, T 

A traveller of abilities, or only animated with a defire of rendering nimielt uieful, 
when he vifited diftant countries, and traverfed paflages little frequented by European 
Chips, would not have negle&ed details indifpenfably neceffary to the fafety and imprwe- 
ment of navigation. Benyowfki, however/ boafted of the extent of his knowledge. 
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and of having difcovered 9. new route for going from Kamfchatka to China-: but the 
journal of his voyage, while it proves that he was ignorant even of the moft common 
and technical terms ufed in navigation, leaves no document, or certain traces of the 
courfe which he fays he purfued. 

This accufation is not made without fuffident reafon. I appeal for the juftnefs of it 
to all thofe who, like me, faw him arrive from Canton at the Ifle of France. They 
will all certify, that, with a view to render the account of his adventures more romantic, 
he publicly declared, that in a fmall veffel badly equipped, and almoft deftitute of pro- 
vifions, or rather having nothing to fubfift on but dried fifh, he quitted, on his depar- 
ture from Kamfchatka, the Afiatic coaft in order to go to America. Over and above, 
this intrepid adventurer was not afraid to affirm before experienced feamen, that he 
went on fhore on fome unknown land, fituated to the north of California. This ftrange 
aflertion gives rife to a multitude of objections. The diftreffed fituatidn of his veffel 
rendered his narration very improbable : befides, the Chore journal which he had the 
imprudence to publifh, made no mention of that land fituated to the north of California, 
and much lefs of its productions. On the laft article, above all, Benyowfki appeared 
to be exceedingly embarraffed ; and he could find no means of delivering himfelf from 
importunate qneftions, but by faying that he referved for his court alone, the honour 
of being made acquainted with the particulars of his important difeoveries. 

This evafion was not attended with fuccefs. A general map of the world was pre- 
fented to him, and he was defired to trace out the Courfe of his voyage, after being 
affured that fud^ a flight fketch could not expofe him ; but Benyowfki refilled. M. 
Poivre, then intend^nt of the Ifle ofjFrance, was extremely glad that thefe efforts were 
made in his pi;efence, to deteft the impudent impofture of this ftranger. That en- 
lightened adminiftrator prudently avoided taking any part in them ; but he made ufe 
ci thisclofe attack to infpire M. de Boynes with a juft and falutary fufpicion of the pre- 
tended difeoveries of Benyowfki. If, as we fhall fee hereafter, this information did not 
produce the intended effedt, it would certainly be highly illiberal to throw out even the 
flighteft reproaches againft him, on that account. However, the relation given by 
Benyowfki, of his romantic adventures, was fuffident to ruin, in the opinion of the 
public, this man, who was not afhamed to produce before a generous people a fcanda- 
lous declaradon, ia which he owned himfelf guilty of an execrable crime. This 
ftranger, laid they, is not a madman ; and yet he wifhes to perfuade us that force and 
rigorous means were ufed to deprive him of his innocence, and to caufe him to fign a 
deed, which, while it difgraces and debafes him, renders him odious and fufpefted. 
What expreflion in our language is ftrong enough to charadterife the unparalleled im- 
pudence of this ftranger, who thus allowed himfelf to fpread an accufation more de- 
grading to himfelf than to bis enemies ? 

Is there a country in the world where the open acknowledgment of an aflaflination 
is the means of recovering liberty ? What could have been the end of this fcandalous 
declaradon ? — Is it not poffible to difeover the motive of it ? 

Whilft I exprefs my fentiments in this manner, I am only the faithful interpreter of 
that univerfal fenriment of indignation with which the people of the Ifle. of France were 
inspired, when they read Benyowfki’ s improbable relation. It was an objedt of cenfure 
to every perfbn of fenfe j and, if I have tranferibed it literally, it was merely becaufe I 
thought kproper thatthe moral character of this adventurer mould be known. I hope 
I fhall.be pardooedfor fb often beftowing upon him that degrading appellation. Ben- 
« not oondwnnedby his writings alone \ there are ftill greater charges againft 

Efcaped 
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Efcaped from the prifons of Eamfchatka, Benyowfki proceeded to China with twenty 
or thirty prifoners. Scarcely had this ftranger arrived at Canton, when he found 
among the French there fome individuals, who were fenfibly affected by his misfortunes j 
and he obtained from the fa&ors and officers of the Eaffc India Company coniiderable 
affiftance for himfelf, as well as for the people whom he pretended to have under his 
command. They even did more for him: they engaged M. de St. Hylaire to take 
him on board his ihip, and to convey him with all his fuite to the Iile of France. M. 
de St. Hylaire, having a rich cargo under his care belonging to private merchants, 
made at firft fome hefitation: he was afraid of admitting into his veffel fuch a number 
of ftrangers who had broke from the prifons of Kamfchatka ; but compaffion got the 
better of every other fenfatiom When he had, however, proceeded to fea, his uneafi- 
nefs began to be revived with more ftrength ; and very juftly, for thefe people had 
given him fome caufe to repent of his imprudent generality. Thefe adventurers, at the 
timf> when they embarked, had carefully concealed their arms. M. de St. Hylaire,. 
therefore, when informed of this deception, was exceedingly forry to have men in his 
ihi p who were perhaps in a fituation of giving laws to him inftead of receiving them. 
Thirty or forty prifoners, armed in a formidable manner, were, certainly, fufficient to 
alar m him refpeding the fete of his valuable cargo. In fo delicate and difficult a fitua- 
tion what courfe could he purfue ? Ought he to have made ufe of his authority to 
difar m thefe ftrangers ? But his Ihip was weak, and badly equipped— ought he in fuch 
a cafe to have riiked the property of his employers, and to have expofed his life and 
his liberty againft robuft, refolute, and enterprifing men, who had' every thing to gain 
and nothing to lofe? The flighteft pretence might have given rife to a quarrel, and 
produced an infurre&ion which it was prudent to avoid. M. de St. Hylaire weighed all 
thefe matters in his mind, like a wife man ; and, forefeeing his danger, refolved, after ma- 
ture deliberation, to watch privately all the motions of his pafiengers. He even did more : 
he pretended to pay great honour, and to Ihew much deference and reipeft to Count 
Benyowfki. This adventurer then afled the man of importance j. exhaufted all the 
refources of the mod impudent impofture to give himfelf a ftill greater ^air of eonfe- 
quence j and by the mod ridiculous bravadoes impofed even on his companions in misfor- 
tune. He openly declared himfelf to be their chief ; his orders were punctually exe- 
cuted : he ever afterwards commanded as a mafter, and they behaved to him with the 
obfequioufnefs of Haves. None but thofe who were gentlemen durft fpeak to him.. 
This is a certain fed. I was told it by M. de.St. Hylaire and his officers. 

The honours fo prudently paid to Benyowlki, while they flattered, his pride, preferred' 
tranquillity and good order in the Ihip. Subordination, fo-neceflary for. the fefetvr of 
navigators, was not interrupted by this dangerous man ; and, at length, after a more 
and favourable paffage, they arrived at the Me of France. Much praife is certainly 
due to the wife and cautious ponduft of M. de St. Hylaire ; for it evidently, appears that 
he extricated himfelf, with great ability, from a very difficult and dangerous fituation.. 

Benyowfki, furrounded by a numerous fuite, repaired immediately on his landing to' 
the governor of the colony- He no longer appeared as an unfortunate prifoner,. but as 
the general of an. army decorated with feveral infignia, and followed by an. aid-de-camp* 
whole rich uniforms announced an officer of fupenor diftin£Hon. What an aftonifhing, 
metamorphofis, or rather what a ridiculous farce l 1 Had 1 not been an eye-witnefe of it,. 
I fhould fcarcely have ventured to relate k. When. the real hiftory of thefe adventurers 
was known at the Me of France, the general and his briffiant attendants became afrib- 
ieft of laughter to every fenfible man in the colony. Seamen are feldom enthufiafts.. 
Stub people requite coolnefs to fubdue the. dements, and knowledge to conduft, from. 
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one extremity of the earth to the other, thofe large floating caftles, which fecure and 
proteft the commerce of poliihed nations. The lives of Mors, and the fafety of a 
Ihip or fquadron, ought not to be entrufted to men too fufceptible ofpaflion, or whofe 
imaginations being lively and irregular are apt to be hurried into fits of delirium. Men 
of this kind, who are fond of, and admire, whatever is fabulous or romantic, are 
common only among idle and frivolous nations, or in large capitals, where their fatal 
influence occafions fltill greater diforders than that of profligates. Such enthufiaftic 
chara&ers are rare in the colonies, and are always deflitute of credit and authority. 

* Benyowfki felt the truth of this affertion in all its bitternefs. He faw, at the fame 
tame, of how much importance to him it was to immediately quit a country where his 
adventures and travels excited no enthufiafm. The more he prolonged his ft ay, the 
lefs refpeft was paid to him. On his departure for France he threw afide the name of 
Baron d’Aladar, under which he had ’•hitherto appeared, and affumed that of Count de 
Benyowfki : but what is highly worthy of remark is, that, at this epoch, he publicly 
announced that he was going to folicit in France the general government.of the iflandof 
Madagafcar. 

This new gafconade occafionedmuch amufement, and excited no alarm. One mud 
have had a forefight more than human to dread that a hope, in all appearance fo chi- 
merical, fhould one day be realifed. I can, therefore, fafcly affert, that words are not 
fufficient to exprefs thofe fenfations of uneaiinefs and furprife which filled the minds of 
the whole colony, when they learned that Benyowfki had been appointed to the impor- 
tant ftation of governor of Madagafcar. I am entirely unacquainted with the feducing 
arts which this adventurer employed to accomplifh his ends : but M. Poivre, when he 
heard this intelligence, faid to me : “ We have feen fwarms of locufts devour, in an 
“ inftant, abundant crops ; we have feen two terrible hurricanes threaten the Ifle of 
“ France with entire deftru&ion : Madagafcar ferved to repair the evils caufed by thefe 
“formidable fcourges; but, in future, the Ifle of France will have no refource. It 
ie muft fink under its misfortunes, and perifh if afflicted with fuch difafters. Under 
u Benyowfki’s government, Madagafcar will not fupply this colony with provifions : 

* we can no longer have in our diftrefles but diftant and precarious fuccours. I have 
tf been much accuftomed to fee the fuccefs of impoftors and adventurers ; but that of 
<e Benyowfki aftonifhes me ; efpecially after the letter which I wrote refpe&ing him to 
“ M. de Boyntfs. I am well aware that every thing eccentric pleafes and amufes the 

* multitude, and leads them into every excefs of credulity ; but who could have 
<c imagined, that a ftranger, lately efcaped from the prifons of Kamfchatka, and whofe 
“ chara&er was blafted by his own writings, would have obtained an important fitua- 
es . tion without my confent ? Conne&ed clofely by my office with the profperity of the 
“ colony, I ought to have infpired him, when he firftfpoke tome of Madagafcar, with 
£f a defxre of dethroning the Great Mogul. His requeft, without dpubt, would have 
* e been granted ; and we fhould have been delivered.” 

, Benyowfki, however, was permitted to raife a company of volunteers'; and he 
wifhed that this troop might be dreffed and armed in fuch a manner as to fpread fear 
and terror among the Malegaches ; but by this he prpved how little he was acquainted 
with the. chara&er of thefe people. He then chofe the Bay of Antongil for the place 
of h& principal eftablifhment, though that part of the country is ravaged and defolated 
bypeMential fevers, from the month of O&ober to the beginning of May. Navigators 
call that fe^ feajbn the winter, No doubt can be entertained that the noxious vapours 
which arife froiq! the woods and marfhqs, are N the real caufe of thefe epidemical difeafes*, 

The inflammable air and, putrid exhalations, which proceed in abundance from water 
• 4 ' 
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in a ftate of ftagnation, and corrupted by the remains of vegetables, change the good 
quality of the atmofpheric air, during calm weather or great heats. On fuch occasions 
the air is feldom renewed by the fea breezes ; the north winds carry thefe exhalations 
along the coafts ; and drought and tranquillity render their effects more fatal. The 
Malegaches know, in a fmall degree, how to preferve themfelves by remaining in their 
huts, or houfes, amidft a thick fmoke ; yet the fobereft and molt robuft of thefe 
iflanders cannot always withftand the malignancy of the diforder. It is not furprizing, 
therefore, that the Europeans, who are obliged to refide on that coaft, fliouid fall vic- 
tims to diftempers, which attack even thofe who are feafoned to the climate. 

I was witnefs to the entire deftruction of a fmall French eftablifement at Foulepointe 
about the end of the year 1768. Though affiftance of every kind was fpeedily given 
to the unfortunate people who belonged to it, not one of them could be faved. The 
robuft as well as the weak all fell victims to difeafe in the courfe of a very feort time. 

If I beheld this calamity without fearing the fate of the reft, it was becaufe the falu- 
brious fea air with which our veffel was furrounded, corrected, in feme degree, the 
fetal effects of the putrid exhalations. Befides, as foon as the firft fymptoms of the 
difeafe appeared in the village, all communication with the land, except what was 
indifpenfably neceffary, was rigoroufly forbidden. The crew were no longer allowed 
to have any intercourfe with the iflanders : nor were their piroguasfuffered to approach 
our veffel. "Without this precaution the infection might have been introduced into 
the feip ; and no means could have been devifed to check its progrefs. Thofe who 
intend to frequent this dangerous coaft ought not to defpife thefe obfervations, the juft- 
nefs of which is confirmed by a multitude of examples. In a word, one muft either 
perife or fiy from that unwholefome climate when the infection breaks out. No part in 
the northern quarter of Madagafcar is free from putrid and malignant fevers ; but thefe 
cruel difeafes do not every year occafion the fame ravages. Their violence and duration 
feem to depend more particularly on the direction of the wind. When it blows long 
from the north, the evil is at its height. There are few men robuft and ftrong enough 
to refift the influence of this dangerous wind, which prevails only from the end of Oc- 
tober till the beginning of May. 

Benyowfki certainly could not have had very juft notions, or accurate accounts, re- 
fpe&ing the unhealthfulnefs of Madagafcar. Yet it cannot be prefumed that the bad- 
nefs of its climate was entirely unknown to him, as he had refided feme time at the 
Ifle of France. It was obferved even then that he had formed a defign of foliating the 
government of it : but this man, accuftomed to brave every kind of danger, muft not 
have thought fuch an obftacle capable of oppofing the fuccefs of a permanent eftablilh- 
ment. . _ , 

However this may be, Benyowfki arrived at the Bay of Antongil, furrounded by a 
body of troops fufficient to overawe the iflanders. His foldiers were furnifeed with 
enormous fabres ? they wore piftols in their girdles ; and it appeared as if their arms, 
their helmets, and their uniforms had been invented to fpread fear and terror amongft 
the natives of Madagafcar. As foon as he had landed, he took formal poffeflion of 
the ifland, and made himfelf be proclaimed governor-general. He then traced out the 
plans of feverai fortreffes, with a view of rendering himfelf formidable to the Male- 
gaches, whom he wifeed to conquer and fubdue. His projects, however, were neither 
founded on juftice, nor directed by a local knowledge of the country. He made war 
upon the Malegaches 5 exercifed every kind of cruelty againft them ; and was foon 
execrated as the tyrant of the country. The natives, frightened, fled into the interior 

VOL. xvi. , 5 1 P 3 ^ 8 
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parts of the ifland ; all commerce was fufpended ; and Benyowfki deferted was known 
throughout all Madagafcar by the name of the wicked white mart. 

It was, doubtlefs, veiy eafy to forefee that Benyowfki’s eftablifhment would not be 
attended with fuccefs : but fuch a beginning would certainly appear furprifing, were 
not the immorality and mifconduct of this adventurer well known. The reception 
Benyowfki met with in France, and his being vefted with unlimited power, muft 
indeed aftonifh every perfon of fenfe. "We live in an enlightened age, and, on that 
account, it is more difficult to account for the French nation thus confiding in, and 
employing, a ftranger whofe aftions were more than fufpicious. Several millions were 
thus facrificed to a falfe and imprudent fpeculation, from which nothing could rsfult 
but great evils to the Ifle of France, and ftill greater to Madagafcar. 

A Ample recital of fads conveys the mod fevere cenfure upon the imprudent con- 
fidence repofed in this adventurer. M. Poivre certainly is free from all blame on that 
account ; for he did every thing in his power to guard his country againft the danger 
of being deluded by him. 

But let us hear the account of an officer of diftin&ion, who has every title to the 
higheft celebrity. I am not allowed to mention his name ; becaufe, being now abfent, 

I had not an opportunity of afking his ptrmilfion. Tins officer accompanied M. de 
Belcombe and M. Chevreau when they infpected Benyowfki’s eftablifhments at Mada- 
gafcar. 

“ When I arrived,” fays he, “ at Foulepointe, oil the 17th of September 1776, the 
“ population of the villages in the neighbourhood of the fort had decreafed one half j 
* c bloody wars had defolated the whole country ; the crops were entirely deftroyed ; 
“ and agriculture was fo much negle&ed that we could hardly procure three hundred 
* c pounds of rice. A fcarcity of other provifions was equally felt. My furprife, on 
Je this, account, was very great ; for, when I was in the fame fpot three years before, 
<c I obferved commerce and agriculture flourifliing ; the markets were abundantly 
<c fupplied ; and ten large veffels found a fufficiency of rice to load them, without any 
<e increafe taking place in the value of that neceffajy commodity. This large quan- 
<e tity of provifion was folely deftined for the Ifle of France, which three fucceffive 
iC hurricanes had reduced to a molt alarming ftate of did refs. All the crops were 
“ loft j a dreadful famine, the inevitable confequence of thefe fcourges, threatened 
ec the colony with ruin ; and the feverity of it began even to be felt, when the fpeedy 
<e arrival of thefe ten veffels, loaded with rice, quieted the uneafinefs of the inhabit- 
<c ants, in the firfl moments of their diftrefs. If, on this occafion as on many others, 
“ Foulepointe faved the Ifle of France, we could no longer hope for the fame affiftance. 
<{ The ftelds were uncultivated, and commerce entirely annihilated. The defpotifm of 
<c Benyowfki had fpread a general alarm throughout the ifland. The Maiegaches in 
ts confternation fled from the borders of the fea, and retired to the interior parts of the 
“ country. 1 

“ M. de Belcombe having affembled Yavi, the fovereign of Foulepointe, and the 
“ ether chiefs of the neighbourhood, alked them if they had any reafoo to complain 
“ of the French, and above all of the fifteen foldiers of Benyowfki’s legion who 
“ guarded the harbour of Foulepointe. Their anfwer to this queftion was notex- 
<c p licit : they were, doubtlefs, afraid that their complaints would ferve as a pretence, 
“ for new perfections ; and confined themfelves merely to the requefting of a free 
“ trade. M. de Belcombe affured Yavi and the reft of the chiefs, that the French 
v foldiers were kept at Madagafcar only to protcft and fecure the liberty of the Male- 

gaches j, 



ROCHON’s VOYAGE TO MADAGASCAR. 


789 

** gaches ; and he exhorted them to cultivate their lands, and to live in peace -with 
£< their neighbours. M. Chevreau took an inventory of the ftores belonging to the 
“ king ; and M. de Belcombe, before his departure for the Bay of Antongil, gave 
<£ the ftri&eft and moft predfe orders to the officer who commanded the detachment, 
cl to maintain difcipline among his troops, and to put a fpeedy end to the uneafinefs 
“ and alarms of thefe people. 

££ M. de Belcombe and M. Chevreau made but a very fhort ftay at Foulepointe. As 
C£ the principal object of their miffion refpected Benyowfki’ s eftablifhment at the Bay 
“ of Antongil, they proceeded thither ; and M. de Belcombe appeared at the head of 
“ the troops, as infpe&or of the French fettlements in Madagafcar. 

“ I accompanied M. de Belcombe and M. Chevreau, being o’rdered by the governor 
“ of the Ifle of France to attend them on this fervice. 

“ Benyowfki’s audacity aftonifhed me fo much that words can fcarcely exprefs 
* ( what I felt. He at firft received M. Chevreau with haughdnefs, and I may even 
££ fay impudence. 

** M. de Belcombe appeared fatisfied with the military pofition of the fpot chofen 
“ by Benyowfki for forming his principal eftablilhment, to which he had given the name 

or Louifburgh : but though this place may be eafily defended, I know none more 
“ marlhy and unhealthful. 

££ Louifburgh is fituated on a tongue of land which advances three hundred fathoms 
u into the fea. The ground upon which the magazines and houfes are built is fcarcely 
££ four feet above the level of the water, in the time of high tides ; and even this ele- 
“ vation has been formed by embankments. All the neighbouring land is a marfh, 
t£ which the fea covers at certain periods. The fort conftructed for the defence and 
£< protection of Louifburgh, confifts of three baftions, each of which, is mounted with 
££ one cannon. This fort is of wood, and is built upon flakes driven into the earth. 
“ I dare venture to affirm that both it and the houfes are already in need of being 
“ rebuilt ; for all the wood was in a ftate of rottennefs, occafioned by the moifture. 
“ The tongue of land upon which Louifburgh Hands is conne&ed on one fide with 
££ Port Choifeul, an excellent harbour, and capable of receiving feveral large vefiels. 
££ A fpacious and beautiful river, called by the Malegaches Linguebate, gives this 
“ tongue of land the form of a peninfula. The river Linguebate ' is an hundred and 
£t eighty fathoms in breadth ; it- is navigable ; and I followed its courfe in a boat 
“ for the fpace of feven leagues. At this diftance it is an hundred and fifty fathoms in 
<£ breadth. 

££ On the banks of this river Benyowfki has conftructed feveral forts, the moft con- 
££ fiderable of which is, at leaft, equal inftrength to that built for the defence of Louil- 
££ burgh. The banks of Linguebate river are only four feet high at its mouth : but 
££ the nearer you approach to its fource the more this height increafes. In following 
££ its fource I was much delighted with the beauty of the neighbouring field^ which 
££ prefent a fpe&acle highly interefting. 

c£ I at length arrived with M. de Belcombe and M. Chevreau at a place called, by 
££ Benyowfki, the Plain of Health. Between this place and Louifburgh we vifited 
£s feveral fmall forts, and fifteen villages. Benyowfki had boafted much to us of the 
“ happy fituation of this place, which was truly rural ; but we found that its denomi- 
££ nation was altogether improper. The Plain of Health appeared to us to be a very 
££ unhealthful fpot, furrounded by mountains, the great height of which attracts the 
££ clouds, and condenfes them into rain. M. de Belcombe remarked to Benyowfki the 
« difadvantages of this poft : but though they were obvious, he obftinately refufed to 
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“ acknowledge them. In vaia was he (hewn the defiles in the mountains, which it 
“ was impoffible to guard : he {fill periilted that this poll was lefs fufceptible of an 
44 attack than that of Louifburgh. He maintained that a fmall battery, which he called 
44 Fort Auguftus, fituated on a peaked mount in the. middle of the Plain of Health, 

44 would proted and defend his eftablifhment in fuch a manner as to repel an enemy, 

44 however numerous. I afcended to this fine fortrefs by a paltry flair, confiding of an 
44 hundred and fifty Heps, and found it a fquare of eight fathoms, furrounded by 
“ palifades abfolutely rotten. Four three-pounders were the formidable artillery, 

44 which, on the one hand, were to prote£t the navigation of the river Linguebate, and 
44 on the other to defend the grand eftablilhment which he propofed to form at the 
“ bottom of the fort, and to which he had already given the name of the Town of the 
44 Plain of Health . 

“ This town confifted, when we faw it, of a magazine fifty feet in length, and 
44 thirty in breadth ; and of two other fmaller edifices, one of which was intended for 
44 an hofpital, and the other for barracks. M. de Belcombe, in my prefence, a Iked 
44 Benyowlki, if he had nothing more to Ihew him. Benyowlki, without being in. 

44 the leafb difconcerted, replied, My forts protect the navigation of the important 
44 river Linguebate, and the free navigation of this river renders me abfolute mailer 
“ of the adjacent country. Have I not in this rendered a very elfential fervice to 
44 France ? Could any thing more be expected from the forces and funds which were 
44 at mydifpofal? Would another in my place have done more? — Would he have 
44 done as much ? M. de Belcombe fmiled, and faid. You fent word, governor, to the 
44 minifter of the marine, that you had laid the foundation of a large town, which 
44 you called the Plain of Health. Where is that town ?— What has become of it ? — 

44 Has it difappeared ? for I fee nothing here but a few miferable huts. 

44 To this embarraffing queftion Benyowlki replied, that his funds had failed. My 
44 citadel, added he, has coft more than I expected. It was neceffary that I Ihould . 
44 firlt pay attention to the fafety of the town, the plan of which I will now fliew you : 

44 this projed is not a chimera ; it will be carried into execution as foon as I can pro- 
44 cure funds fufficient to undertake it. 

44 But your citadel, faid M. de Belcombe, is a fmall pitiful battery, commanded on 
44 all lides by the high mountains which furround it : this battery of four three-pounders,. 
44 placed on the fummit of a fmall mount, can never anfwer the end you propofe. 
44 Befides, I here come from France, by orders of the minifter, to infped your labours, 
44 and I cannot avoid making you acquainted with my refledions. Permit me to alk 
44 you another queftion, no lefs interefting — Where is that grand highway from Louif? 

44 burgh to Bombetoc ? Enable me, I pray, to give an account of it to the minifter; 

“ You have explained the advantages of it to him in the minutell manner. You have 
44 told him that this communication of the eaftern with the weftern fide of the ifland 
44 muft # make you fovereign, as one may fay, of the African coaft, becaufe the port. 
44 of Bombetoc is feparated from Africa only by the channel of Mozambique. That 
44 this wild country, interfered by high mountains, forefts, and rivers, Ihould not 
44 have thrown obftacles in the way of your projed, is to me a matter of aftonifliment 
44 and furprife. 

; 44 That route, faid Benyowlki, is traced out : this is a fad that cannot be- contefted. 
44 I lhall Ihew you an itinerary, and diredions to be purfued for traverfjng that chain 
44 of mountains which feparates the eaftern from»the wellern coaft. You mull leave 
44 on the fouth the high mountain of Vigagora, and follow, a few deviations ex- 
44 cepted, the road frequented by the illanders, when they come from the coaft of 

44 Bombetoc. 
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££ Bombetoc to the Bay of Atxtongil. Some labour •will be, doubtlefs, neceflary to 
££ render this road more practicable ; but the prefent feafon, and my fituation with 
“ regard to the iflanders, will not permit me, for fome time, to engage in that un- 
“ der'taking. If you wifli, however, to explore this route, I will accompany you ; 

“ and you will then fee what difficulties I mull experience, before I can overcome 
“ thofe obftacles which are to be furmounted. 

££ M. de Belcombe had neither leifure nor inclination to undertake a long and dif* 

“ ficult journey acrofs the ifland of Madagafcar, and he rightly conjectured that 
“ Benyowlki had not made the propofal but from a certainty of being refufed. M. 

“ de Belcombe thought it his duty to obferve, that he was commiffioned to infpect 
££ works executed, and not works projected. Proceeding then to a new queftion, 

“ he afked him why he had ceafed to fend rice and oxen to the Ifle of France. The 
“ wars which I have had to carry on againft the iflanders, faid Benyowfld, have de* 

“ prived, and ftill deprive me, of the provifions neceflary for my own people. In 
“ fuch a fituation, how could I fend fupplies to the Ifle of France ? You mull readily 
££ fee that it was impoffible. I can with equal eafe juflify the wars I have undertaken. 

“ I afiemble a palabre, and propofe to the iflanders plans calculated to promote their 
“ advantage. They, however, not only reject them, but the chiefs have the infolence 
“ to threaten me. They even do more : a fignal is given for destroying me ; feveral 
iC mufkets are difcharged at once ; and I efcape, almoft miraculoufly, from this immi- 
“ nent danger. Being vigoroufly fupported by my foldiers, I difperfe the multitude, 

“ and frighten them by fome cannot {hots which I order to be difcharged from the 
“ fort. I infill on having the heads of thofe chiefs who made an attempt on my life, 

“ in the middle of a folemn affembly ; but this is refufed. I then call to my affift- 
* e ance the Sambarives, a people who live on the banks of the river Manaharre : 

££ five hundred of their warriors range themfelves under my ftandards, and enable me to 
“ punilh and fubdue my dangerous neighbours. Being compelled to fue for peace, 
“ the articles of a treaty were formally agreed on and fanilioned in a grand cabar or 
lt palabre ; the ufual ceremonies were obferved ; I rewarded the Sambarives when I 
££ difmiff ed them ; I promifed to protect and defend them againfl the enterprifes of 
« their en emi es ; and I exhorted them to cultivate their lands, as the fpeedieft mode 
{£ of remedying thofe evils which had been occafioned by our (Mentions. Thefe evils 
£C are undoubtedly great j the country is laid walle ; the principal part of-the villages 
“ prefent nothing to the fight but heaps of afhes ; the lands are left uncultivated ; 
<e and a famine has been the neceffary confequence of all thefe diforders. Peace and 
££ tranquillity, however, are about to be reftored : the iflanders, more timorous and 
££ fubmiffive, will apply to agriculture ; and will repair thofe misfortunes, which they 
££ have brought upon themfelves by their odious and criminal plot againft a man who 
“ knows how to make himfelf be feared and refpeSed. The authority with which I 
“ am inverted Ihall never lofe its force in my hands ; I will never fuffer it to be de- 
<c fpifed ; I will enforce obedience. Every military man muft approve my conduit, 
££ and adopt my principles. The whites ought never to truft to the friendfhip of the 
t£ blacks j they ought not even to demean themfelves fo far as to feek for it. I am 
“ a foreigner, and on that account ought to exert myfelf the more in order to pro- 
« cure refpetit to the French flag. My adminiftration will reftore to it that degree of 

t£ weight which the weaknefs of my predeceflors made it lofe. Such almoft was 

t£ the fubftance of Benyowiki’s converfation. He added invectives of every kind 
' “ againft the iflanders, whofe churaiter he delineated under the . blackeft and falfefl 

,£ colours. , _ 

“ We 
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,e We judged that an abfolute want of provifions was the only motive which had 
cs determined him to preferve peace. The hatred and refentment of this revengeful 
“ man had given way only to the mofl urgent neceffity. M. feelcombe, being much 
“ alarmed on this account, endeavoured to infpire Benyowfki with jufter and more 
“ humane ideas ; and though he was convinced of the inutility of his exhorta- 
“ tions and efforts to render the peace durable, he refolved 1 , on his return to Louif- 
“ burgh, to make a new treaty, in order to convince the inhabitants of Madagafcar 
“ that he entertairfed fentiments truly pacific. 

“ Benyowfki violently oppofed this plan, which M. de Belcombe had formed, of 
lt again affembling the iflanders, for the purpofe of confirming the peace ; and he en- 
“ deavoured to prove, that the holding of a new palabre would be attended with 
“ great inconveniences. His remonftrances' ho we ver were of no avail ; the aflembly 
“ was held on the fecond of O&ober 1776 ; but it was not numerous, and confifted 
“ only of an hundred and fifty of the natives. M. de Belcombe, on this occafion, 
“ renewed the treaty ; exhorted thefe people to cultivate their lands ; to avoid all 
“ caufe of difcord among themfelves ; and affured them that the French eftablifh- 
“ ment at the Bay of Antongil had no other object in view than that of fecuring to 
4e them happinefs and tranquillity. Sell, faid he, what provifions you can fpare to 
w the French, and they will protect you. Your enemies will then no longer dare to 
te attack you ; and you may, in future, apply to commerce and agriculture with the 
tc greateft fafety. It is but doing juftice to M. de Belcombe to obferve, that he neg- 
“ lefted no means which were likely to re-eftablifh concord and confidence among the 
<e iflanders ; but every hope of prosperity was chimerical, as long as the French fet- 
dements were under the direction of Benyowfld. The iflanders remained motionlefs, 
“ and feemed to be infenfible to all the teftimonies of friendfhip and affurances. of good- 
ct will which were given to them. Benyowfld appeared to me very much chagrined 
“ at the infinuations thrown out againft his condud. This was. very evident; for 
“ M. de Belcombe wiihed that his fentiments might not be mifunderftood, though he 
“ always behaved to the Governor with that deference and refped which are neceffary 
“ for preferving fubordination. Before our departure from Madagafcar, 1 had a con* 
“ verfation with. Benyowfki, on the little advantage which France was likely to derive 
<c from the eftablifhment at the Bay of Antongil. You are right, faid he, in your 
tC opinion but a leflon which has coft two millions of livres, is not too dear to teach 
ef your nation, that it ought to have allowed me a fquadron of fhips, with two millions 
<e of livres for my annual expenditure. Had it thenfent fix hundred recruits every 
“ year, I fhould have raifed in the courfe of twenty years a flourifhing and formidable 
te colony. I obferved to him that the country was unhealthful ; and that five in fix 
* c of the people fent thither fell vi&ims to the infalubrity of the climate. In anfwer to 
“ this, Benyowfki replied, that by clearing confiderable tra&s of land, during the 
“ favourable feafon, difeafes might be prevented, and that the Plain of Health was a 
“ healthful fpot, whatever M. de Belcombe might fay to the contrary. If I have loft 
tc a great many people, continued he ; and if the eighty who remain, are either fiek 
“ or in a ftate of convalefcence, this deplorable fituation, in which you find me, is to 
“ be afcribed to the war I was obliged to undertake againft the iflanders, and ftill 
“ more to my refiding at Louifburgh. Befides, it is always much eafier to conquer 
“ a colony belonging to an enemy, than to eftablifh one. I agreed with him in this 
“ idea ; and quitted him, much aftonifhed at the confidence repofed by the French 
miniftry in the projefts of this foreigner. 


« On 
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“ On our arrival at the Ifle of France, that colony began to be in want of pro- 
* { vifions. The refources of Madagafcar had abfolutely failed. It was neceflary, 
<{ therefore, to fend fhips to the Cape of Good Hope ; and heavy complaints pro- 
“ ceeded from every quarter, in order to open the eyes of the miniftry r efpecting the 
“ mifcondud of Benyowfki.” 

The journal from which the above account is extracted proves, that the eftablifh- 
ment . formed at the Bay of Antongil was not fufceptible of being preferred. 

At the time when it was infpefted by RI. de Belcombe, M. de Boynes was not minifter 
of the marine. M. Turgot had fucceeded to that office ; and under the adminiftration 
of this prudent minifter fuch an eftablilhment could not be fupported. Vain efforts 
were made to avert the ftorm, for impoflors every where find protectors ; but fentence 
was pronounced ; and if it was not put in execution till the adminiftration of his fuc- 
ceffor, it was becaufe M . T urgot did not remain long enough in office to pay particular at- 
tention to this part of his duty. This illuftrious man, whofe eminent talents raifed him far 
above the generality of his cotemporaries, knew from M. Poivre, that Benyowfki was a 
dangerous adventurer, who had- rendered himfelf the tyrant and fcourge of the natives of 
Madagafcar. Having juft then returned to Europe, I learned that Benyowfki had made a 
conqueft of the ifland of Madagafcar ; and I heard his courage and abilities every where ex- 
tolled. I was allured that he had built towns and fortreffes ; that he had conftrufted 


a grand road from Louilburgh to Bombetoc ; and all thefe reveries ferioufly propagated 
were fo much believed, as to become a fubject of wonder and converfation in the city. 
One was fcarcely allowed to doubt the truth of thefe ridiculous fables; and M. Poivre 
himfelf was obliged to undertake the talk of refuting them. In the mean time Benyowfki, 
difgraced, arrived in Paris, where he endeavoured to confirm the reports which had 
been fpread of his brilliant exploits in Madagafcar. He complained loudly of the in- 
juftice of the adminiftration of the Ifle of France ; and was at length able, if not to 
juftify himfelf, at leaft to obtain new rewards. He then infinuated himfelf into favour 
with Dr. Franklin : this fa£t is inconteftable, as I was an eye-witnefs of it ; but I 
cannot reproach myfelf with having fuffered that celebrated man to be ignorant of 
what 1 knew refpecting this adventurer. Benyowfki, however, went to America, 
where he had fcarcely arrived when he again formed a project of getting poffeffion 
of Madagafcar ; and with that view proceeded to the Bay of Antongil, in an Ame- 
rica.li veffel « I sim not sccpiEinted with the object of this expedition y but I know thst 
M. de Souillac, the governor of the ifle of France, fent, on the gth of May 1786, a 
veffel, called the Louifa, commanded by Vifcount de la Croix, to oppofe Benyowfki s 
enterprifes ; and caufed a detachment of fixty men from the regiment of Pondicherry, 
under the orders of M. Larcher, a captain of infantry, to accompany him. M. Mayeur, 
alfo, the principal faftor, embarked in the fame veffel, in order to give M. Larcher 
every information neceflary to counteract the views of Benyowfki ; for it was known, 
that he had feized a magazine belonging to the king at ^Angoncy, a village fituated to 

the north of the Bay of Antongil. p , . . , , „ „ 

The Louifa call: anchor at Foulepointe on the 1 7th of the fame month ; and Count 
de la Croix, after procuring fuch provifions as he flood in need of, quitted that port and 
proceeded to AngoDcy. He arrived there on the 23d; but inftead of anchoring m the 
bay, the entrance of which is difficult, and the fituation badly laid down m charts, he 
chofe rather to anchor at the diftance of half a league from the ffiore, m the hay of the 
eaftem cape near to that of Angoncy. When the veffel was fafely moored, M. Larcher 
prepared to make good a landing ; and fome boats well manned, and having each two 
pieces of cannon in their bows, advanced towards a part of the coaft where no obftacle 
appeared to interrupt them : but when the people' were juft ready to go on more, a 
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volley from Benyowlld’s troops left them. in. no doubt reflecting the hoftile intentions 
of that adventurer. A few cannon (hots, however, difperfed the enemy, who were 
feen retreating into the woods ; and after they had difeppeared, a defcent was effected 
without impediment or diforder. M. Larcher, at the. head of his men, wifhed to 
inarch diredtly towards Benyowlki’s fettlement ; but he was unwilling to entangle 
himfelf in the thick woods, where it would have been impolfible for him. to make ufe 
of his artillery. The iilanders therefore, who ferved him as guides, conducted him 
by a more open route, which would, however, have prefented infurmountable obftacles 
had it been guarded and defended. 

M. Larcher had five marihes, and a bad bridge, ninety feet long, to crofs, before 
he could arrive at Benyowlki’s fettlement. It may be readily fuppofed that he would 
not have purfued this route had he been acquainted with the danger of it : but 
Benyowlki was fo little afraid that any one could march by fo difficult a road, that he 
had negledted to cut down the bridge which rendered it palfable. This negligence is 
inconceivable in a man who expeded an attack : for it was afterwards known, that 
he openly faid, “ The people of Foulepointe will foon come to afk reftitution of the 
“ magazine I have feized : I am glad of it ; for they will fave me the trouble of going 
“ to attack them at Foulepointe.” 

When M. Larcher had pafied the bridge with his artillery, he diftinclly heard the 
noife of people at work. A little while after the advanced guard announced that he 
few a red flag, which is the ordinary fignal for engaging in this ifland. M. Larcher 
immediately ordered his men to infpect their arms, and to prepare for marching 
towards the enemy in order of battle. Fifty houfes were then perceived, all regularly 
placed in a line, one of which, larger and higher than the reft, was judged to be that 
of Benyowlki. They had not yet feen the fort, as the view of it was intercepted by a 
fmall grove of trees : but as foon as they diftinguilhed it, they obferved about an hun- 
dred men who were retiring to it with precipitation. 

This fort, fituated on an eminence, and furrounded by ftrong palifades, was defended 
by two four-pounders and a few fwivels. As foon as Benyowlki judged that the French 
were near enough, he ordered his men to fire the cannon. The firft difcharge was 
with bullets ; the fecond with grape Ihot ; and the third with fmall balls. Thefe three 
difcharges were fupported by a brilk fire of mulketry ; but notwithftanding this 
defence, the French continued to advance in good order. When the commanding 
officer thought that he was at a proper diftance from the enemy, he- ordered them to 
return Benyowlki’s fire. This lingle volley proved decifive : Benyowlki received a 
wound in the breaft with a ball, which put an end to his existence, at the moment 
when he was juft applying a match to a cannon loaded with grape-lhot. Luckily the 
priming did not catch fire: had this cannon been difeharged, it would certainly have 
occalioned great diforder among the French $ and might have, perhaps, caufed their 
expedition to mifearry. They were in a fituation where it was neceffary for them 
either to conquer or perifli ; they were deprived ©f every means of being fupported $ 
all communication with the coaft was cut off ; and they were inclofed in fuch a 
manner that it would have been impoflible for them to regain their veffel. Imme- 
diately . after Benyowlki’s death, the fort furrendered at diferetion. The greater part 
of the iilanders laved themfelves over the palifades ; and no attempt was made to ltop 
them. The obje& of the expedition was accomplilhed j and M. Larcher had ftritt 
orders to 'treat the inhabitants of the country with humanity. Some of them, who 
joined the whites, laid down their arms, and furrendered themfelves prifoners ; but 
they were the feme moment releafed, and reftored to their full liberty. This generous 

behaviour 
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behaviour induced the chief of Angoncy to come to requeft peace, and to throw 
himfelf under the protection, of the French. He prefented to IvI.LarcIier an old 
Portuguefe woman, and the Baronefs d’Adefcheins, the widow of an orScerwho had 
followed Benyowfki to Madagafcar. Thefs two women had fled for fhelter to the 
chief ; and it was in compliance with their entreaties that he delivered them into the 
hands of the French. This chief complained bitterly of Benyo wiki's tyranny. He 
faid he had reigned over that fertile part of the country where he was efiablithei with 
a rod of iron ; that he plundered the inhabitants without mercy ; and drilroysd, through 
fear, the fruits of their induftry. He was continually aiding new taxes to the 
burthens which he thought proper to irr.pcfe on them ; and he violated, in an out- 
rageous manner, the moil refpecfced ufages and cuftoms. Their vain remc ait ranees 
were rejected with harfhnefs. In treating them as Haves, and fubjecthg tJsm to the 
mod galling yoke, he wifhed to make them lofe even the hopes of recovering their 
liberty. Thefe people were fubmiaive to his caprices : his confummate audacity, his 
cunning, and ftill more the impetuoflty of his character, had rendered him abfoiute 
matter of Madagafcar ; and, at the time when he was killed, he was preparing to 
drive the French from the ifland and even to turn their kindnefifes againft thetnf elves. 

Generous nation, but too eafy to be deluded, ceafe to give way to that enthuiiafm 
which has involved you in fo many evils. Remember that the Malegaches have ftill 
to reproach you for abandoning their country to pillage, and to the tyranny of an 
adventurer, who was in every refpeci unworthy of the reception with which you 
honoured him. You entrufted to this foreigner feveral millions of money, and objects 
of the utmofl importance. You granted him rewards and marks of di Sanction re- 
ferved for your molt zealous defenders ; but what gratitude did he Ihew for them ? 
He took up arms againft you ; he fired upon your troops ; he plundered your 
magazines. Had not inconfiftency and imprudence prefided over all his actions, he 
would have found means to prevent you from carrying on commerce, or having any 
intercourfe with Madagafcar. _ ... 

The Malegaches, exhaufted by inteftine wars, had loft, during the adminiftranoa 
of Benyowlki, almoft all their good qualities : they were become bafe Haves, devoted 
to the caprices of a ferocious and intractable matter. Under him the lands remained 
uncultivated j agriculture was neglected ; and commerce interrupted had converted 
into a defert, a country once fertile and flourifhing. This artful man had fpread the 
feeds of hatred and difeord among the iflanders ; and his haughty and difdalnful gait 
united with his impudence and impofture to overawe the multitude. Through features 
which difplayed pride and duplicity, one could ftill diftinguifh a ferocious afpect, 
capable of intimidating the moft intrepid. The events of his life have been only a 
long feries of crimes and villanies- ; and his death was a juft punifliment for his in- 
famous treachery. It was necefiary either to deliver Madagafcar from the yoke of this 
tyrant, or to abandon the colonies of the ifles of France and Bourbon. 

Thefe lavage people had neither fufficient knowledge nor fpirit to recover, by them* 
felves, their loft liberty ; and how could they avoid and efcape from the Glares with which 
Benyowflri had artfully furrounded them ? This common enemy found means by his 
duplicity to create divifion amongft them. As the French therefore, through their 
enthufiafm, were the authors of all the evils which they experienced, juffree and 
equity would have obliged us to go to their affiftance, even had not the intereft of 
our commerce rendered it necefiary. But I have already proved that the Ifle of 
France depends in a great meafure for its fublxftence on the Ifland of Madagascar, 
and this dependence is abfoiute in the time of great calamities. The Cape of Good 
von. xvi. 5 K . Ho P e 
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Hope affords refources then which are diftant, expenfive, unceitain, and in every 
refpect, infufficient. 'Ll is doubtlefs much to be wifhed that fome fixed and per- 
manent eftablilhmente' could be formed in this part ; but I have fhewn that the infalu- 
fcrity of the air is an obftacle which cannot be furmo unted without facrificing the lives 
of a great number of men. From the month of May, however, till the end of 
October, thefe fhorcs may be frequented without danger. This is the period moft 
favourable for commerce ; it is likewife the time of harveft ; and provifions of every 
kind may be then procured. 

Reflections on the Northern Part of Madagascar. 

C 

THE northern part of Madagafcar is much more fertile in productions of every 
kind than the fouthem part. For this reafon it is more frequented by European 
veffels ; but the interior part of the country has never yet been vifited. When at the Ifle 
of France, I in vain endeavoured to procure fuch information as might enable me to 
write a defeription of it. On this fubject, Bigorne could only give me fome vague 
and uncertain ideas, which it was difficult to make any ufe of. It was, however, from 
what he told me that I drew out, at Manaharre, a fhort memoir, which afterwards 
ferved as a bafis for Benyowiki, to propofe die forming of an eftablilhment at the Bay 
of Antongil. This memoir contains the itinerary of the iflanders, who go from Bom- 
betoc to that bay ; but nothing remarkable is to be found in it, except an account of 
the numerous difficulties which occur in that paffage. If the Malegaches furmount 
thefe difficulties, it is merely becaufe they are much nimbler, and more inured to 
fatigue, than the greater part of the Europeans. The high mountains of Vigagora, 
which muff be traverfed, prefent at every ftep obftacles capable of Hopping men the 
moft accuftomed to brave dangers of every kind. Whoever may be obliged to under- 
take a journey by this rugged way, ought, if he is prudent, to furnilh himfelf with 
ropes and poles to climb the fteepeft places. I know by experience how neceffary 
fuch precautions are, for I have made ufe of thefe helps more than once when tra- 
velling in thofe mountains. "When I found myfelf furrounded by rocks, a fmall cord 
held by my guides revived my courage, and fheilitated an accefs to the higheft preci- 
pices. Silk cords are preferable to thofe of hemp, becaufe they are ftronger and 
much lighter. Dr. Franklin propofes paper kites, to enable people to crofs rivers, 
the currents of which may be rapid. This method might, doubtlefs, be of utility in 
certain circumftances to thofe who cannot fwim well. Thofe, however, who are un- 
acquainted with that ufeful art may, by means of bamboos fattened to a long rope, 
crofs very rapid rivers when they have in their fervice vigorous iflanders and good 
fwimmers, who by this fimple apparatus can draw them from the one bank to the 
other. With prudence and induftry man may furmount great obftacles : there 
are few above his genius when he has learned early to attempt to overcome fuch 
difficulties. 

^ In the forefts the compafs is his guide ; and, every where elfe, mechanics furnifhes 
him with the means of efcaping from the moft difficult fituations. Thefe means vary 
according to circumftances ; but it would be improper here to enter into farther de- 
ters on this fubjeft. I muft, however, cbferve, that a kind of hammock like, thofe 
employed in the colonies for carrying women and children, -would be of infinite utility 
to thofe who travel b thefe wild countries. This hammock muft be light and water- 
proof ; fhould be made therefore of very itrong canvas, covered with gum elaftic 
diflolved in linfeed-oil, a kbd of varnifh ufed for confining the inflammable air in 
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balloons. Such a hammock may be employed, not only as a bed, by fufpending it 
between two trees; but, by means of a bamboo, it may be converted a!fo,into a 
vehicle for tranfporting the traveller from one place to another when he finds himfelf 
fatigued : and becaufe the canvas, on account of the varnifh, is impenetrable to water, 
the hammock becomes a real pirogua, the advantages of which are fo obvious that it is 
unneceffary to explain them. 

The place moft frequented by the Europeans in the northern part of Madagafcar, is 
called Foulepointe ; but the natives give it the name of Youlou-Voulm. The harbour is 
furrounded by a reef of rocks, which break the force of the waves, and fhelter fhips 
from heavy feas. The fhores of it are very bold, and the leaf! depth of the water is 
twenty-three feet at low tides. 

The reef, which confifts of coral rocks, is joined to the main land, and ftretches 
N.N.E. whilft the coaft ftretches N.N.W. 

The entrance of the harbour, which is on the north fide, is about fifty fathoms, in 
breadth. The depth of thebalin is about fifty fathoms : it is capable of containing ' 
ten large veflels, which may anchor along-fide of each other in from thirty to thirty- 
five feet of water. The ground is fure ; but in the winter feafon, the entrance is fhut 
by a fhifting fand bank, which is diffipated when the fouth-eaft fucceed the north winds 
or ralm weather. The fea never rifes or falls more than four or five feet at the 
time of fpring or neap tides. During the latter the reef of rocks appears above the 
water ; and abundance of natural productions may be then found on them, fuch as 
modes, marine plants, black coral, valuable madrepores, fea ftars, infe&s, and fhells, 
which by the variety of their form, and the brilliancy of their colours ferve to ornament 
the cabinets of the curious. The mouths of the rivers here are bordered with mangles 
which are loaded with oyfters of an excellent tafte. Thefe oyfters adhere to the 
branches, and form clufters of the moft fingular and .remarkable, figures. . At a little 
diftance from thofe parts which the fea covers, there are found veins of a kind of fend 
different from that of the fhore, and which appears to have experienced a femi-vitrifi- 
cation. This fand is intermixed with ftones of a foft friable nature, interlperfed with 
an infinite number of finall fragments of natural glafs. Foulepointe, according to the 
obfervations which I made, lies in latitude if 40' 20", and longitude 47 0 30'. During 
my flay here, Reaumur’s thermometer never rofe above twenty-feven degrees, and 
never fell lower than fifteen. The barometer experienced very little variation, and 
always between twenty-eight inches two lines and twenty-eight inches five lines. 

Ships can procure at Foulepointe provifions of every kind in abundance, and at a 
low price. The markets are well fupplied when commerce experiences no check or 
reftraint on the part of the Europeans. Some years ago. the people of Foulepointe 
refufed to fell hogs and pigs, becaufe an old man who lived at the diftance of four 
leagues from the port, and who was accounted a forcerer, had forbidden than. This 
Onjbiaffe pretended that they would be threatened with great misfortunes if they did 
not endeavour to deftroy the race of thefe filthy animals z but this prohibition does not 
prevent the Europeans from procuring them in the mountains, where they may. be 
found in large herds* It would not perhaps be difficult to deftroy this inconvenient 
fuperftition among thefe iflanders. The villages in the neighbourhood of Foulepointe 
are not numerous ; they are difperfed here and there on the declivities of little hills, 
and are defended only by palifades. They are agreeably fhaded by a multitude of 
ufeful trees, fuch as the cocoa-nut tree, bamboos, orange and lemon trees, wild vines, 
and bananas, the fruit of which are fo much efteemed by the Europeans : but the molt 
remarkable is the raven , a kind of palm-tree known only in Madagafcar. , 
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This tree, the top part of which is prepared and eaten in the fame manner as that 
of the cabbage-palm, rifes to a great height. It is covered with a hard bark, and its 
wood, which is fibrous and hard, is employed for conftru&ing houfes. The walls and 
partitions of thefe houfes are formed of the ribs of its leaves, which have the folidity of 
wood and the pliability of leather, and which are fattened together in a very ingenious 
manner. The leaves ferve to cover them 5 and this covering, which Iafts a long time, 
is preferable to our thatch. 

It is of the leaves of the raven alfo that the Madecafles make their plates, diflies, 
and cups. Thefe veffels are always clean, but they are never ufed more than 
once. 

Under the membranous covering which inclofes the flowers of this palm, is found a 
gummy fubftance of an exquifite tafte, which one would take to be honey. 

It is not furprifing that the Madecafles endeavour to be furrounded by a tree fo 
ufeful. They make very large planks of it by fplitting it from the one end to the other. 
Thefe planks, however, mutt be ftraightened the moment they are fplit. 

The lands belonging to Foulepointe abound with rich paftures and cattle. When 
you go along the fertile banks of the beautiful river Ongleby, you are furprifed to fee 
it difappear all of a fudden in the fands, at the diftance of four miles from its mouth. 
This river, which is deep in fome places and in others broad and fhallow, produces 
* plenty of fifli, and is covered with water-fowl. Piroguas fail up it for more than 
twenty leagues. It is a pity that this river, like all the reft in Madagafcar, fhould be 
filled with monftrous crocodiles. The fight of them often ftrikes a terror into the moil 
intrepid iflanders when travelling along its banks. Great precaution is necefiary to 
avoid the danger of being furprifed by thefe deftruCtive amphibious animals. I one day 
faw an ox dragged away and devoured by one of thefe monfters. 

What makes the rivers of Madagafcar delightful, renders them alfo dangerous. The 
trees and ihrubs which cover their banks, ferve as an afylum and retreat to thefe for- 
midable animals. 

On advancing a few leagues from Foulepointe, towards the high mountains of 
Ambotlfmene, the land begins to rife, and the plains and the valleys are flickered from 
the winds by little hills. The heat here is not incommodious, becaufe the country is 
high and covered with wood : the low lands, which are lefs cultivated, are more wild 
and rural. The iflanders in this part do not keep their cattle, but fuffer them to 
wander about without a guide, and without lhackles. 

The meadows, which are fituated at the bottom of the valleys, are watered by a 
multitude of ftreams and rivulets, the windings of which are fo much the more agree- 
able as they are formed by the hand of nature. The flowers by which they are 
enamelled, have more fplendour, and difplay a greater variety of colours than thofe 
with which our meads are ornamented. Tufts of trees fcattered here and there without 
art or regularity, render the view of thefe rural fpots delightful and interefting. Some 
leagues farther the feene changes, and the country becomes mountainous. A fkilful 
painter would here be at a lofs to fix upon the mod picturefque feene. His imagina- 
tion, bewildered and undetermined refpedting a choice of objects, would not allow him. 
the free exercife of his talent \ he could not advance a Angle ftep without feeing a 
fudden and unexpected change produce new profpects, and the molt interefting points 
of view. But without Hopping to catch a general Iketch of this beautiful country, if 
you employ yourfelf in ftudying its productions, an immenfe and truly ufeful field then 
opens before you j and a multitude of vegetables difperfed every where in profufion 
prefent theiafelves to your refearches. 
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You will perceive fix dlftinct kinds of rice ; yo^, will fee barley of a fuperior beauty ; 
and you will didinguifh ten kinds of yams, fome of which are as large as one's,, thigh, 
and all of them fit for fupplying food to men ?.s well as to cattle. But befides thefe 
roots, which require fome care and cultivation, there are others abfolutelv wild, called 
by the iflanders fanghits. This root, which is as large as a man’s body, has a delicate 
tade, and is covered with a reddifh coloured fidn. \Te are affured that it both allays 
hunger and quenches third : it is diuretic, and eafy of digedion. 

You may procure alfo various kinds of turnips and beans, with peafe of an exqui- 
fite fade. 

The varvattes refembles the caper fhrub, and flowers in the jams manner. Each 
pod contains a fmall pea of the fize of a lentil. This leguminous plant rites to the 
height of the cherry-tree : in fome of the interior provinces its leaves are employed 
for feeding filk-worms. 

"When you quit the plains and meadows, to enter thofe immenfe foreds which ferve 
as a retreat for a variety of wild animals, your imagination is {truck with beauties of 
another kind. Profound folitude, a coolnefs which furpiifes you in fo warm a climate, 
(hades inacceffible to the rays of the fun, and echoes which on all fides repeat the bel- 
lowing of the cattle, dill afford you new enjoyments. But thefe enjoyments do not 
equally delight all : they feem to be fuited in a peculiar manner to thofe who are of a 
ferious and melancholy difpofition : yet, however infenfible people may be to the 
beauties of nature, they will always behold with a kind of enthufiafm that multitude 
of trees of a prodigious fize and height, among which the foterjbe is particularly dif- 
tinguifhed. 

Thofe who prefer the dudy of botany to that of mineralogy will find abundance of 
plants in the mountains of Ambotifmene to gratify their curiofity. Enormous blocks 
of rock-cryftal alfo may be feen there, fome of which are chryitallized, while others 
appear to have no regular form j fome of them contain fchorl and other foreign bodies. 
Thofe kinds of fchorl in greated requeft among naturalids, are common in thefe moun- 
tains, as well as indices of tin-mines, which the iflanders call •voula-fantchejine, Iron 
mines of an excellent quality are difperfed in great profufion all over the iiland, and 
very near to the furface of the earth. The Malegaches break and pound the ore, and 
place it between four dones lined with potter’s clay j they then employ a double 
wooden pump, indead of a pair of bellows, to give the fire more drength ; and in the 
fpace of an hour the mineral is in a date of fufion. The iron produced by this opera- 
tion is foft and malleable : no better is known in the world. There are, doubtlefs, 
other mines in this ifland ; but thofe who wifh to fearch for them mud not be afraid of 
difficulties and labour. Riches of this kind being inclofed in the bowels of the earth, 
much digging and tedious exertions are neceffary to procure them : befides, accefs to 
the mountains of Ambotifmene is impracticable, as the iflanders fay, to the Europeans $ 
for their fummits abound with deep rocks and precipices, which prevent them, from 
being approached. The highed of thefe mountains is about eighteen hundred fathoms 
abo.ve the level of the fea. In its fhape it has a great refemblance to the Table Mount 
defcribed by every traveller who has vifited the Cape of Good Hope. 

I can only give this faint (ketch of the mineralogical riches of Madagafcar. The 
real riches, however, of this ifland are its numerous vegetable productions, varied almoft 
without end by the nature and fertility of its foil. I flhall here give a defcription of 
thofe which I brought to the Iile of France to M. Poivre. 


Description 1 



8oo 


ROCHOn’s VOYAGE TO MADAGASCAR. 


Description of Trees, Shrubs, and Plants, which grow in the north- 
ern Part of Madagascar, and which I carried to the Isle of France, 

IN THE END OF THE YEAR 1 7 68. 

MALAO-MANGHIT, a large tree, the bark of which is brown, the trunk flraight, 
and the wood white. Its fap, at fir ft white and milky, becomes, when expofed to 
the air, as red as blood. The fruit is a kind of nutmeg. The Malegaches afcribe to 
this nut the fame virtues as we afcribe to the real nutmeg. 

Rarabe. This is a wild nutmeg-tree, larger and much more beautiful than the 
malao-mangbit. It furnilhes a nutmeg from which the Malegaches extra 6: a very aro- 
matic oil. This oil, with which they rub their bodies and hair, is efficacious in curing 
and dilfipating cold humours. Taken internally it ftrengthens the ftomach. 

Bachi-bachi. The bachi-bachi refembles the rarabtb ; but its leaves and fruit are a 
little different. It grows in elevated places. Its fruit, as well as the covering which 
contains them, is aromatic. 

Rbara-horac is a real wild nutmeg-tree, the trunk of which is large, and the branches 
bufhy. It delights to grow in moift marfhy places. The founingo-mena-rabou, a large 
pigeon of a blue colour, is very fond of the fruit of this tree. After digefting the mace, 
it lows the nuts throughout the whole ifland. 

Ravend-fara . Of all the nutmeg-trees in the ifland of Madagafcar the ravend-fara 
has principally engaged the attention of botanifls. The odour of cloves, cinnamon and 
nutmegs is not much different from that of a kind of perfume extracted by diftillation 
from the leaves of this tree. They yield an. effential oil much more efteemed than that 
procured from cloves. The cooks in India employ this perfume for ragouts, in pre- 
ference to any other kind of fpicery. This valuable tree grows in moift places ; but a 
dry foil is not abfolutely contrary to its nature. It becomes very large and bufhy ; its 
top, which is of a pyramidal form, is well furnifhed with leaves ; its wood is white, 
exceedingly hard as well as heavy, and deftitute of fmell, but the bark exhales.a very 
ftrong odour. Its fruit is a real nut flattened at the two extremities. The perfume of 
the nut, and the hulk in which it is iaclofed, is not fo ftrong as that of the leaves, but 
in my opinion it is much more delicate. 

Harame. .The harameis the largeft and talleft kind of tree that grows in the neigh- 
bourhood of Foulepointe. The wood of the trunk appears whitilh externally, and of 
a reddilh colour in the heart. When it has attained its utmoft fize, it every year calls 
its outer bark, which is thick and grey. The trunk is finooth and without branches, 
except at the upper extremity ; but its branches are well fumilhed with leaves, and 
the bulh on its top has a very beautiful appearance. 

The fmalleft incifion made in this tree produces, in great abundance, a white refi* 
nous gum, which has a very ftrong aromatic fmell. The Malegache women make it 
into a kind of palte with which they rub their faces, in order to preferve the frelhnefs of 
the Ikin. 

When this refinous gum is burnt, it exhales a perfume like that of incenfe. The 
fruit is a nut, the hulk of which only is aromatic. 

Laberu This tree grows in faady places on the fea-lhore, and rifes to a very great 
height. _ Its wood, which is hard, and of a reddilh colour, is proper for being em- 
' ployed in cabinet-work. The fruit of the Laben is of the lhape and fize of a large 
olive. The kernel it contains is white and oily, and has a delicate tafte. 


Fouraha, 
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Four aha. The fouraha is one of the moft beautiful and ufeful trees to be found in 
warm climates. The wood of it, next to that of Tec , is the bell in India for conflrutl- 
ing vefiels. It may very properly be compared to the Taiamaca of the Me of France. 
Like that tree it yields a balm of a green colour, which is excellent for curing wounds. 
This tree, which is large and bulhy, is loaded with branches of a great fize, and is re- 
markable for its prodigious height. 

Tevartna. The tevartna exhibits, in the midft of the forells, all the fymmetry of 
art. . It feems to have been cut on purpofe into a pyramid confiding of feven dories j 
and its.bulhy branches, placed horizontally around a fmooth ftraight trunk, give it an 
appearance altogether Angular. It is, perhaps, the moil beautiful tree known for 
decoration. 

Hintchy. This tree, the moft common of all thofe found in the forefts near Foule- 
pointe, is exceedingly proper for forming avenues, as its top is well furailhed with 
leaves. It refembles the plum-tree, and rifes to the fame height. The wood, which 
is of a red colour, may be ufed for cabinet work. Its bark is fmooth and white ; and 
the leaves are large, and of a beautiful green. 

Foterfhi. The foterlbe is one of the largeft trees in Madagafcar ; but its wood is fit 
only for fuel. Another kind of foterjbe, defcribed by Flacourt under the name of 
vouafoutra , grows in the marlhes. 

Tanguem. This tree grows on the borders of the fea. Its wood, which is hard and 
variegated with veins, is proper for cabinet and inlaid work. The Malegaches makp 
too much ufe of the fruit of this tree, to the dangerous qualities of which they are no 
ftrangers. It is a real manchineel, which, as is well known, produces one of the moft 
formidable of poifons. 

Antafara. The antafara is known in the Ifle of France under the name of milk-wood. 
Its flowers have the fame fmell and lhape as thofe of jafmine. If a flight incifion be 
made in the trunk of this tree, it yields, in great abundance, a milky juice which is 
of a very cauftic nature. , 

Ajfy. This tree, which is a beautiful kind of palm, rifes to the height of ten feet. 
Its trunk is marked with the impreflion of its leaves, which are continually falling in 
fucceffion. Its top is crowned with three or four rows of leaves, four or five feet in 
length, and an inch and a half in breadth, Thefe leaves referable thofe of the lily : 
they ire as thick as one’s hand, and form a beautiful umbrella. 

Tafoumouna. The wood of this tree, which is large and bulhy, is white, and its 
bark fmooth. Its fruit is a real acorn, like that of the oak. The kernel has a taile 
fomewhat aromatic, and finells like turpentine. 

Hounits. The wood of the hounits is of a beautiful yellow colour. The bark is red, 
and when an incifion is made in it, a juice red as coral iflues from it. By the help of 
a common lye the Malegaches extract a fine red dye from the bark of the root. The 
hounits is large and beautiful. 

Zavin-ravin. This tree rifes to a moderate fize, and is not bulhy. The trunk is 
full of knots ; the bark is grey, and the wood white. It grows in marlhy places. 

Lingo. The lingo is a woody creeping twig, which afcends to the fummits of the 
Kigheft trees. This twig is only two inches in diameter. Its wood is yellow, as well 
as the interior part of the bark. 

The Malegaches employ the root and bark of the lingo to dye thread red and yellow. 

Harongan . This tree, which is about fifteen feet in height, grows in a fandy foil. 
Its leaves are ufed to dye mats and bafkets red. The gum extracted from it is a kind 
of dragon’s blood. ' 

Tancajfon. 
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Tancaffonl The tancafion is a kind of wild vine, the fruit of which is four, and 
fomewhat agreeable to the tafte. This twig rifes to the tops of the higheit trees. 
Its root is diuretic. The iflanders efteem the fruit of the tancajfon. Fiacourt, who 
has defcribed feveral kinds of wild vines, makes no mention of it. 

‘Taco. A kind of wild vine like the tancajfon. 

Voua-lomba. A kind of vine, the fruit of which the Europeans prefer to all others 
and which they call Madagafcar grapes. Their tafte is fomewhat fourifh. This plant 
dies every year. Its root is a kind of yam. 

Aanakuey. A large fenfitive plant. 

Arefou . A fpecies of elder. - 

Tcugnounan. The flowers of this tree are ftiaped like a bell ; and the wood of it is 
ufed for making alfagays. 

Tafoumounan. Small white flowers : fruit like an acorn. 

Racoudrit. A green fruic that grow in clufters. 

Uvang-biri. A parafite plant bearing large fquare pods, the feeds of which are anti- 
hemorrhoidal. 

Tevartc. A pyramidal fhrub, cut naturally into ftories. 

Azambou. Has a fruit which grows in the form of a red nofegay. 

Um-he-Taiichou. Produces a fruit good to eat. 

Sampan-leva. Has a fruit in the form of a yellow chaplet. 

Tchingit. A kind of baftard fenna tree, with yellow flowers. 
l+aeca. Bears a fmall fruit like a' grain of pepper. Its flowers grow in the form 
of the bezel of a ring. 

■ Vognindofong . 

Fanpechourou. A kind of lily in the form of a ftar. This flower announces the 
feafon for whale fifliing. 

Voua-hintchi. 

Filao . Equifetum arborefcens. 

Vbantlifan. A prickly tree, bearing no leaves but on the top. 

Tcbuvi-ovi. A kind of ipecacuanha, feriploca. 

Jacuan. A fpecies of almond-tree, without leaves, which produces gum. 

Timbalave. Shrub with white gondolated flowers. 

Ampalt. Has round leaves which file iron. 

Anghivi. Its fruit gives a bitter but agreeable tafte to the liquors drunk by the 
Madecafles. 

Azon-Ranou. A frefh -water mangle, the pods of which grow oppofite to each 
other. 

Farafer. A parafite plant, the flower of which is long and red, and flbaped like a 
man’s hand, or a fork with five prongs. 

. Vongo. A beautiful tree, the fruit of which is called Vaas-fou-vara. "When an in- 
cifion is made in its trunk, it produces a yellow gum. 

Voua-mitfa voi. A fpecies of after, or ftarwort. 

Tongouna-kin-tien. Kind of mint. 

Sanoang-matan-nahanrou. Kind of creeping afparagus. 

Ranga-zaa. Bulbous plant with a white flower. 

Tctiilotcu. White tulip. 

Fifoutche. • Tree with leaves like thofe of mallow. Flowers grow around the trunk. 

r j u 1 *e hark of which is burnt in order to extraft a fait from it, 

ufed by the Malegaches with their food. 
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Rawn-iongharfs. Balfamic plant. 

’lanroujou. Kind of benjamin, bearing a button-fliaped fruit. 

Azou-ranou. Shrub, the fruit of which is of a cinnamon colour. 

Afatrahe. Shrub, the bark of which is odoriferous. 

Vaing-bare. Parafite plant : its leaves are downy, and its Sowers white. 

Talate. Bears thick leaves, and berries like thcfe of the holly. 

Jang. A tree which produces large bunches of flowers. 

Vm-tani. Has a flower like that of the lihoa of China. 

Vua-montucung. Parafite plant, with leaves like thofe of the tamarind-tree. Its fruit 
refembles a bean. 

Fm-toittouc. Shrub, with red fruit, which are eaten, and which tatte like ftraw- 
berries. 

Moulton-rongou. Refembles the rara. Its leaves are fmall, and the fruit oblong 
and angular. 

Vouang-titirang. Produces a kind of nut, the hulk of which is downy, and of a 
yellow colour. 

Voua-malim . Bears a pod like the apocynon. 

Voua-rougni. Kind of frefh-water mangle. 

Youa-fourindi. Large tree with fmall red flowers difpofed in clutters. 

Ampali. Has long leaves, ufed for polifhing wood, and freeing iron from mft. 
Joudi-fafal. Semper vivens. 

Youa-Jevaranto u. 

Vouang-tae. Malum cidonium. 

Youa-fatre. Kind of box. Its fruit, winch are aromatic, are eaten. 

Enghi-panza. Small fpecies of indigo. 

EnghUbe. Large indigo with big pods. 

Vua-macoliong. Kind of tamarind, from which an oil is extracted. 

Sacaviro-ambou. Hog-ginger. A kind’of zedoary. 

Yua-fao. Species of the fago palm. 

Ouvi-rombe. Creeping twig, the leaves of which are fmall, and fhaped like a fharp- 
pointed heart. 

Chifontfui. Has fmall leaves difpofed in pairs, like thofe of the letter harame. Its 
flowers confift of four green leaves inclofed in a calyx. 

Vua-honda. Bears a fruit of the form of a cucufhber, which fmell like a quince. 
Sangnamou-batou. The leaves of this plant have the fame effect as thofe of the co- 
cuius indicus. When ufed to catch fifli, they mutt be bruifed. 

Vaint-rombou. Herb endowed with the fame properties as the above. 

Sanga-Sanga. A triangular kind of bulrufh, the real papyrus. 

Vua-toudinga. Bears a fruit like the pipar of China. 

Yua-carabo. A kind of twig which bears a fruit like a large chefnut. 

Vua-nantoula. Bears a fruit which contains a large kernel like the feeds of the fa- 
potilla, but much thicker. 

Vouang-pin-lela. Has leaves like thofe of the cinnamon-tree, without any fmell. 
Vua-tingui-Ie-pas. Produces a fruit of a green colour, the pulp of which difpofed 
in coats opens like the petals of a flower. The feeds are found in the heart, inclofed 
in a bag with three round corners. 

Anja-oidy. Kind of very high heath. 

Vua-tcbirie. Species of vacoua with long narrow leaves. 

Vua-khicafon. Bears a fmall fruit like the rangouftan. 
von. xvi. 5 1 


Ttboutl U 



ROCHON’s VOYAGE TO MADAGASCAR. 


804 

Tchouti-morou or ranou. Small filiquous plant. 

Vua-bia-vavi. Creeping twig with female white flowers. 

Vua-nambouavon. Bears red fruit difpofed in the form of a nofegay. . The flowers 
are of a violet colour; the leaves, which are whitifh, and which grow in pairs, are 
lifeful for healing wounds and ulcers. 

Vua-rha. Kind of fig-tree, the fruit of which are eaten. 

Vua-he-tditfoic. 

Varou. Kind of mallow. 

Linden . Species of palm. 

Angnan-ramboudahe. 

Tongou-bintcbL 

Harame. The gum of this tree appears to be of the fame nature as ambergris. 
Chingdpcnt. 

Chtftala. 

Alut-mandrout. 

Vanghoui-nangboua. 

Bakrang. Creeping twig which bears large berries dike buttons. 

Ardouranga. Small plant, with a red filiquous flower like jmdigo. '• 

Vaguinang-boua. Shrub with white downy leaves, and white flowers. Its root heals 
wounds. 

Cani-pouii. Grafs with large leaves, the juice of which is employed for making 
figures on the body. 

Tfyipoulou-pouli. 

Adabou. Large tree. ■ 

Ouoi-randra. An aquatic plant with indented leaves ; flowers fhaped like a crefcent ; 
root fit to be eat. 

Lottlas. Kind of laurel, the leaves and berries of which are aromatic, 

Vour-honda . Bears a large fruit like an oblong cylindrical mango. It has a fweet 
odour, and its feeds are ramified. The leaves are placed exactly oppofite to each 
other. 

Mounou-founace. A fhrub with violet flowers. The leaves are difpofed by threes. 
Azou-minti. Curious pyramidal fhrub. 

Azou-mititi-be. The fame with large leaves. A beautiful tree. 

Locam-boudi. A fmall palm with large leaves divided at the extremity. 

Fburaugdra. A kind of creeping twig which bears a triangular bladder; Its leaves 
are like parfley. 

Voua-mandroucou. Produces flowers which grow from the trunk. The petals have 
a fpiral form. 1 

Voua-mna. Bears a fweet fruit as red as coral. The wood and the leaves are 
alfp red. 

Mang. Tree,' the leaves of which are like .thofe of the mallow, but larger and 
ftronger. Its flowers are downy like thofe of the ketmia, and of a rofe colour. 
Angua-malou. Kind of aromatic, fhrub, with flowers like golden buttons. 
Volang-bondi-pouni. Red wood, which turns black as it grows old. -This wood ia 
proper, .for dying. : . . 

1 tfimamafoo . Creeping twig, the flowers of which are like thofe of jafaiine/and of 
a bright red colour. 

Manouquibonga. Shrub compofed of twigs like the vine. Its flowers, which are 
beautiful, and red, are difpofed- in .the form of a plume of feathers. 

jo . Moan. 
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Maan. Kind of downy plant, with leaves like thofe of the mailer. 

Sommsuterang. Bears a downy flower, in fhape like the bezel cf a rh~. 

Lalong. “ 

Yiafoutthi. Woody creeping twig. The fruit is inclofed in a flar-like ca'vz. 

Diti-azou. Has a fruit like a fmall pear. 

Tavoutala. Small bulbous plant. It is a fpecies of orchis, and bears a flower cf 
a flaxen colour. 

Chetchia. Kind of hieracium, with a yellow flower. 

Angnan-rambou. Another hieracium, with a violet-celoured flower. 

Catoubanda. Kind of chickweed, employed to diflipate fwellings. 

Nantou. Mat-wood of two kinds, with large and fmall leaves. 

Amp-elang-tbifouhe. Gentianella, with a violet-coloured flower. 

Campoudi. Kind of chickweed, or alfine. 

Onbave. Tree which produces a gum like g um -arabic. 

Bontou. Tree the root of which dyes yellow. It grows near water : its leaves are 
thick and difpofed in pairs. 

Voai-marang. Shrub the bark of which flops fluxes. 

Yuendrang. Kind of galega. 

Afe. Large polipodium, the feeds of which are eaten. 

Tabourounangal. Betel tree. 

Vua-rozan. 

Voua-affim. 

Ampelantghi. Beautiful plant, which rifes to the height of a foot. 

Sondi-fa-fat. Plant found on the borders of the fea. The Malegaches when fa tig ued 
rub their bodies with the leaves of this plant, and fuch fri&ions render them ffefh 
and nimble. They pretend that the leaves of the Sondi-fa-fat are incorruptible. They 
are applied with fuccefs to wounds. 

Vognin d’ofong . Parafite plant, the leaves of which refemble thofe cf the lily. The 
period when this plant flowers announces the time of whale-fifhing. It flowers in June. 
The prows of the piroguas which are intended for the whale-fiJhery are ornamented 
with large bunches of its flowers. 

Azimena . Very beautiful fhrub with a bufhy top. Its leaves are thick, and of a 
bright green colour. It rifes to the height of four feet j and its flowers exhale an ex- 
ceeding fweet odour. 

Teulon-gouala. A fhrub the leaves of which are odoriferous, and ferve the Male- 
gaches to make pillows. It is about four feet in height, and its fruit are bitter, oily, 
and aromatic. 

Voua-azigne. The ftraighteft and tailed: tree found in Madagafcar. It greatly fur- 
paffes in height all the other trees of the ifland. Its wood, which is yellow, hard, 
and heavy, is employed for building houfes ; but more commonly for making the 
keels of piroguas. The gum which diftils from this tree, is as yellow as amber ; but 
it is vifeous and without fmell. The Malegaches procure from 'this valuable tree a 
kind of clear oil, which when frefh has a very agreeable tafte. This oil mixed with 
rice renders that food more delicate ; and it is for the moil part prepared in this man- 
ner, by thefe iflanders. 

Tougmonnam. Tree which grows on the fummits of the mountains. Its wood, 
which is hard and heavy, is of a re,d or brownilh yellow colour, and is ufed for cabinet 
work and aflagays. 
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Vohan-filan . Tree twelve feet in height. Its trunk, which is ftraight, is covered 
with prickles ; and its leaves, which are four inches and a half in length, and two and 
a half in breadth, are of a beautiful green colour. There are no leaves on the trunk 
of this trde ; but its top, which is perfedtly round, is loaded with them. The wood- 
pigeons are remarkably fond of the fruit of the vohan-filan, the appearance of which 
is altogether Angular. 

Toulottc. Bufhy fhrub which grows in every kind of foil. The fruit of this fhrub 
has an agreeable tafte, and is known under the name of the Madagafcar ftrawberry. 
It is efteemed by the Europeans as* well as by the Malegaches. 

Vom-Jeverantou. Bulhy fhrub which rifes to the height of fix or feven feet. It 
grows commonly in a fandy foil. Its wood is white. 

Chi-font-fui. Beautiful fhrub, the ftem of which is ftraight, and without leaves, 
Its top is round and bufhy. 

Finguere. Kind of wild fig-tree, which, when incifions are made in it, yields a 
milky juice. This juice, after it coagulates, forms a real elaftic gum, like that which 
difbiis from the caoutchouc. The Malegaches make flambeaux of it, which burn 
without wicks, and afford them an excellent light when they go out to fifh in the 
night-time. Spirit of wine makes no imprefiion on this gum j but it diffolves in aether 
and linfeed-oil. There are alfo other fat and oily fubftances which affedt it very 
fenfibly. 

The fnguere rifes to the height of twenty feet. Its leaves are eight inches long, and 
four in breadth. Its fruit refembles a round fig, and is full of fmall feeds. The Male- 
gaches eat this fig with pleafure ; .but for my part I found it bitter and cauftic. 

On attentively examining the bottles and other veffels which the Peruvians make of 
elaftic gum, it may be readily comprehended how eafy it would be to employ it in 
chirurgical operations. Belts and bandages made of this fubftance would be attended 
with many advantages. DifTolved in linfeed-oil or sether, it in a great meafure lofes its 
elafticity, and in that ftate it is very proper for coating over filk, in order to render it 
impervious to air or water. M. Bernard lately has employed elaftic gum for a variety 
of purpofes, which it would be too tedious to enumerate. I muft, however, obferve 
that the Chinefe have been long acquainted with the art of diflolving this elaftic gum, 
and of giving it various colours. M. Bertin, minifter of ftate, was fo kind as to lhew 
me feveral articles made of it, the molt remarkable of which was a fmall ball, per- 
fectly refembling a'ball of amber. 

Bagnets. Plant from which real indigo is procured in Madagafcar. The iflanders 
extract this dye from it by a very fimple operation. When the plant begins to flower, 
they infufe the ftem and the leaves in water. After they have become putrid, the wa- 
ter affumes a violet colour, and when this colour grows very dark, the ftem and leaves 
are taken out. A certain quantity of oil is then poured into the coloured water, and 
the water being drawn off, a fediment remains behind, which, when dried in the fun^ 
furnifhes a beautiful indigo. 

M. de la Marck made me obferve that ■ the revendfas is not a nutmeg-tree, but a 
proper genus. It is the bagatophyllum *. , 

Ihe intchy, according to the opinion of that learned botanift, is a courbariUhymenaa . 

The antafara, according to the fame, is a fpecies of the genus called tabern‘a-mon* 

lana. 
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The fiao is the cafuar'ma of Forfter and Linnaeus the fon. 

The vua-tchirie is th zpandamus. 

In the enumeration, here given, of the trees and plants of Madagafcar, I have made 
no mention of ananas, white pepper, water-melons, bananas, Indian faffrcn, the large 
cardamum, ginger, veronica, alkekengi, purfiain, fweet bafil, ftar-wort, gentisnella, 
the winter cherry, the papyrus of the ancients, called fmgafoqa, the nenuphar, 8cc. 
-&c. With regard to die animals found in Madagafcar, Flacourt has left nothing of 
importance for me to fay on that fubjeft 


Description of a Tree,, which bears a singular Fruit, much cele- 
brated in India, and known under the Name of the Cocoa of ths 
Maldives. 

THE tree which bears that fruit, known under the name of the Cocoa <f the Mal- 
dives, or the fea-com , rifes to the height of forty or fifty feet. The top of this beauti- 
ful tree, which may be claffed among the palms, has die form of a fan ; and is com- 
pofed of tea or twelve branches, twenty feet long. Each of thefe branches, or palms,, 
proceeds from a pedicle fix feet in length, which is indented quite round. 

From the bottom of the leaves arifes a ramified panicle, the branches of which are 
terminated by female flowers. The piftil of thefe flowers, when ripe, produces a fphe- 
rical fruit, eight or ten inches in diameter. The covering of the fruit is thick and 
fibrous, like that of the common cocoa. The fhape of thefe cocoas, however, is ex- 
tremely Angular ; and the bottom of them is filled with a milky fubftance, of a bitter 
and difagreeable tafte. The trunk of this tree differs very little from that of the cocoa- 
tree ; but it is larger and harder. The Ifle of Palms is covered with this tree : but it is- 
not to be found in any of the neighbouring iflands, or in any other known part of the 
world. It is probable, therefore, that thofe nuts which are accidentally found at the 
Maldives have come from, the Ifle of Palms, though the diftance between thefe two 
places is about three hundred leagues. This remark may ferve to point out the direc- 
tion of the currents in the Indian Ocean. 

The Hians afcribe great medicinal virtues to this nut, known to botanifts ; under the 
name of mix mtdica. The Afiatic phyficians pretend that it is antifcoibutic; that it 
radically cures the venereal difeafe ; and that it is a powerful antidote againfl poifon* 
The Indian princes caufe cups to be made of it, which are always more or Ms orna- 
mented with gold and precious ftones. Thefe cocoas are in fo much requeft all over 
Afia, that it was not uncommon, about the year 1759, the period when they were 
difcovered, to fee them fold for upwards of four hundred pounds fterling each*. 
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THE HISTORY OF THE DISCOVERY AND CONQUEST 

OF 

THE CANARY ISLANDS: 


Tranflated from a Spanifh Manufcript, lately found in the Ifland of Palma 
With an Enquiry into the Origin of the Ancient Inhabitants. 

By Georoe Glas. 


BOOK I. 

HPHE fidt account we had of the Canary Iflands being publicly known in Europe, 
-*■ after the decline of the Roman empire, was fome time between the years 1326 
and 1334, by means of a French fhip that was driven among them by a {form. 

Upon this difcovery, a Spanifh nobleman, Count of Claramonte, named Don Luis, 
fon of Don Alonzo de la Cerda, furnamed the Disinherited f, procured a grant J of 
thofe iflands, with the title of King, from Pope Clement VI, upon Condition that he 
would caufe tire gofpel to be preached to the natives. 

Two years after this, Don Luis obtained a Licence from Pedro, king of Arragon, to 
equip a fleet from fome of his ports, in order to take poffeffion of the Canary Iflands ; 
but though fome of his fhips were aftually fitted out, yet the defign failed, firfl: by 
reafon of his being engaged in fome other affairs, and laftly by his death, which hap- 
pened foon after. However, it is probable that either part of that fquadron, or fome 
other fhips, went to the Canaries about that time, the crews of which were natives of 
Majorca, which then belonged to the crown -of Arragon. What became of thofe 
veffels fhall be related in its proper place. Nothing was done afterwards towards per- 
fecting . the difcovery, until the year 1385, when fome Bifcayners and inhabitants of 
Seville joined to equip a fleet of five fhips at Cadiz, in order to make defcents upon and 
plunder the Canary Iflands and the adjacent coafl of Barbary. The command of thefe 
fhips was given to one Ferdinando Peraza, a gentleman of Seville. 

After coafting the African fhore, they failed weftward, and fell in with the ifland 
now called Lajicerota, where they landed. The natives came in crowds to the port 
to behold them : but the Spaniards fhopting fome arrows among them, killed fome, 

* 4to, London, 176+, 

t He was right heir to the crown of Caftille, but was deprived of it by his uncle Sancho IV. From 
Donna Ifabella, daughter to this Luis de la Cerda, is defeended the noble family of Medina Celi in Spain. 
Mariana. 

t When this grant was made to Don Luis, it gave fuch umbrage to the Englifh ambafladors, who then 
Happened to be at Rome, that they immediately difpatched an exprefi to their court, to prevent this con* 
reyance, imagining there were no other Fortunate Iflands than thofe of Great Britain : fuch was the igno- 
rance of thofe timet. HrjRn't Cofmograpby. 

wounded 
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wounded others, and fo frightened the reft that they ran away ; upon which the Spaniards 
marched to the town where the natives refided, which they facked, and carried off a 
large booty of goat-fkins, tallow, and fheep, and one hundred and fevrnty of the 
inhabitants, among whom were Guanareme, King of the Hand, and Thgurava, his 
wife : with thefe they returned on board their fhips, and failed back to S;;a:n : where, 
in thofe days, their plunder was reckoned to be very valuable. 

The next expedition to Lancerota was from Sevillj, in the year 1:9;, This fleet 
did not attempt to fubdue the ifland, but returned foon after, with fevers! captives and 
a great number of goat-fkins ; by which it appeared that the defign of the Sp ani ards, 
in thofe expeditions, was only to enrich themfelves by robbery and plunder. Several 
people now, excited by avarice, folicited Henry III, King of Caftille, for a licence to 
conquer the Canary Iflands, as Henry pretended they were his property ; but on what 
he founded this claim, I believe, is not known. In the year 1369, the contention for 
the crown of Caftille was ended by the death of Don Pedro, who was ftabbed by his 
baftard-brother Don Henry, who then fucceeded to the crown. A few years before 
this happened, feveral noblemen, from the province of Normandy in France, came to 
Caftille, to the affiftance of Don Henry, among whom w T ere Bertran Claquin, Confta- 
ble, and Rubin de Bracamonte, Admiral of France. This laft had two nephews by a 
lifter who lived in Normandy, and was married to the Lord of Betancour, Granville, 
and other places in that country : the eldeft, named John de Betancour, though at 
that time an old man, had a ftrong defire to travel, and do fomething worthy of his 
anceftors, and therefore determined to make a voyage to Spain to vifit his uncle the 
Admiral, With this view he went to Rochel, a fea-port town, where he was to em- 
bark for that country : while he remained there, he became acquainted with one 
Gadifer de la Sala, a man of confiderable fortune. This perfon, having the fame 
paflion for feeing foreign countries, foon agreed with John de Betancour to go with 
him in queft of the Fortunate Hands, much talked of at that time in Europe. In 
order to profecute their defign, they fold fome of their lands, and mortgaged others, 
by which they raifed money fufficient to equip a fmall fleet, well provided with fkilful 
manners, pilots, and fome people as interpreters, who muft consequently have been 
in fome of the Hands before that time. 

This fleet confifted of three Ihips, containing two hundred perfons, exclufive of the 
feame'n: among that number were many young gentlemen of Normandy, feveral of 
whom were relations of John de Betancour. On the fir ft of May, 1400, they fet fail, 
and proceeded on the voyage, without any thing of confequence happening to them, 
until they arrived at the Hands. The firft they faw was Lancerota, which name was 
then given to it by John de Betancour, probably in honour of fome perfon of his 
acquaintance. When he landed his men, the natives gathered together in a body to 
defend themfelves, imagining that thefe ftrangers were come to plunder and carry them 
off, as others had done before : but obferving the French to be well armed, and 
keeping together, they were afraid to attack them, but retired into the country, and 
left them at liberty to encamp in a convenient place ; for the natives had nothing to 
oppofe them with but flicks and ftone^, thefe being their only weapons. 

But finding that the French remained fome days in the fame place, without follow- 
ing or attempting to moleft them, they began to take courage, fo that fome of them 
ventured into the camp, who were well treated by John de Betancour and Gadifer de 
la Sala, who allowed them to take whatever they chofe, and to come in and go oat 
of the camp whenever they pleafed. This good treatment removed all their fears ; 

infomuch 
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infomuch that when the French began to build a fort for their defence and accommoda- 
tion, the natives chearfully affifted them in bringing (tones, lime, &c. neceflary for the 
work. This fort was built at the port of Rubicon. 

The ready obedience and quiet behaviour of the natives gave great fatisfa&ion to 
John de Betancour and Gadifer de la Sala. They now determined to pafs over to the 
nest ifland, which is feparated from Lancerota only by a channel of two leagues in 
breadth ; and, leaving an officer and fome men in the port of Rubicon, they landed at 
Valtarrahala, in the ifland of Fuertaventura, then called by the French Fortuite. The 
inhabitants, feeing fuch a number of ftrange people coming into their ifland, gathered 
in great numbers to oppofe them, being men of a more warlike fpirit than thofe of 
Lancerota, ftronger, and of a larger fize ; which the French perceiving, and confider- 
ing what a handful of people they had to attack fuch a multitude with, thought pro- 
per to reimbark, and fet fail : taking, therefore, a view of fome of the reft of the iflands, 
they afterwards returned to Lancerota, where they confulted what was next to be 
done ; and confidering how few people they had for fuch an undertaking as the con- 
queft of the iflands, it was determined that Gadifer de la Sala lhould return to France, 
in order to bring over fupplies of men, &c. Accordingly he went ; but, unfortunately 
for the expedition, he died a few days after his arrival in France. When this was 
known to John de Betancour, he found himfelf deprived of his expe&ed fuccours, 
and without money or friends in France ; which determined him to embark for Spain, 
where he arrived, and applied to his uncle Rubin de Bracamonte, and other relations 
there, for affiftance to profecute his defign : but his chief patron and interceffor with 
the King of Caftille was the Infant Don Ferdinando, afterwards King of Arragon, by 
whofe means he procured from the king, Don Henry III, a grant of the Fortunate 
Iflands, with the title of King. This done, he went to Seville, and equipped a fleet, 
well provided with men and neceflaries, for the conqueft of thefe iflands, the King 
fupplying him with money to defray the charge of that armament. This grant of the 
Canary Iflands to John de Betancour was dated in the year 1403. 

When John de Betancour arrived in this country, the ifland of Fuertaventura was 
divided into two kingdoms, one commencing at the Villa and continuing unto Handia, 
and the other extending from the Villa unto Corralejo, which were feparated by a loofe 
•dry (tone wall, four leagues in length, eroding the breadth of the ifland from fea to 
fea. There were in this ifland, at the time of the conqueft, four thqufand fighting 
men. Thofe amongft them who were moft famous for their virtue and valour had the 
appellation of Mahay and Altihay, which were names of great honour. It is faid that 
when John de Betancour and Gadifer de la Sala came in queft of thefe iflands, the 
then king of Lancerota, who was named Guadarfia, was defeended from an European, 
•who had been driven by a tempeft on ( this ifland, and whofe hiftory is related after this 
manner : 

When Don John I, fon of Henry II, reigned in Caftille, he was engaged in a war 
againft the King of Portugal and the Duke ofLancafter, about the fuccefiion to the 
•crown of Caftille ; the duke pretending that it was his right, on account of his mar- 
riage with Donna Conftanza, eldeft daughter of King Peter. 

In the courfe of that war, and about the year 1377, King John fent fome (hips, com- 
manded by one Martin Ruiz de Avendano, to fcour the coafts of Gallicia, Bifcay, and 
England. This fleet met with a fevere tempeft, which lafted many days, mfomuch 
that the admiral’s fhip was obliged to bear away and drive before the wind, until 
Jhe arrived in a port at the ifland of Lancerota. 
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Here, the Spaniards landed, and were kindly received by the natives, who treated 
them with the beft that the ifland afforded. Don Martin. Ruiz de Avendaao was lodged 
in the houfe of Qonzatnas, the king, while he remained in the iiland. In that time 
he became fo intimate with Fayna, the King’s ■Rife, that fire had a daughter by him 
named Tco. Her complexion was very fair, in comparifon of the natives : when of 
age, fire was married to one of the royal family, who became King of the ifland after 
Guanarame and Tinguafaya were carried prifoners to Spain, in the fleet commanded 
by Ferdinand Peraza, in the year 1385 or 1386. By this man Yco had a fon named 
Guadarfia, After Gmnarame’s death, there was a great diiTention in the iflar.d about 
the fucceflion ; the natives infilling that Guadarfia was incapable of it, became his 
mother Yco was not noble, being, as was fuppcfed by her colour, the daughter of a 
ftranger, and not of Qonzatnas the king. To end the difpute, the council met, and 
came to a refolution, to Ihut up Yco with three female fervants in the houfe of the 
deceafed Qonzatnas, and there to fmoke them ; and if (he came out alive, fhe was to 
be declared noble, and the genuine offspring of Qonzatnas. Before lhe went to the 
fmoaky trial, an old woman advifed her to convey iecretly into the room a large fpunge 
moiftened in water, and when the fmoke fhould begin to be troublefome, to put it to 
her mouth and noftrils, and breathe in it. Yco took her advice, which fucceeded to 
her wilh ; for wh$n the door of the room that was fmoked was opened, the three fer- 
vants were found ftifled, and Yco alive ; upon which flie was brought forth with 
great marks of honour, and her fon Guadarfia was immediately declared King of Lan- 
cerota. This is the. fame whom John de Betancour found reigning, on his firft arrival 
at that ifland. 

John de Betancour, being defirous of bringing the ifland of Canaria into fubjection to 
him, failed thither with two fhips, and anchored at a place called Anganagen, where 
he landed all the forces which he brought with him, and marched them, up the country 
in good order, and with great precaution, left they fhould be furprifed. This was a 
neceffary meafure, as appeared afterwards ; for the natives, feeing fuch a number of 
armed men on their ifland, immediately gave the alarm to each other, and aflembled 
in great numbers, headed by a King or Captain, named Artemis, and fell upon the 
Europeans with great fury and refolution, annoying them with ftones and darts, which 
they threw by hand with amazing dexterity, and with fuch velocity as to exceed, the 
motion of thofe thrown from flings or bows. Befides thefe weapons, they had flicks 
or poles, whole ends were hardened by fire, and fharpened, which they ufed as fpears. 
John de Betancour and his men defended themfelves with the greateft courage ; but the 
attack they had to 1 fuftain was fo rude, and the natives, with their Captain Artemis, 
preffed fo furioufly on them, that though the Europeans killed a great number of them, 
they were at length obliged to give way, and retreated in good order to the fea-fhore : 
but the natives gathering on every fide, to the number of five thoufhnd, purfued our 
adventurers fo clofely, that John de Betancour, finding it in vain to attempt the con- 
queft of the place with fuch an handful of men againft fuch a multitude of. well-armed 
and valiant inhabitants, reimbarked with his troops, under favour of the night, in the 
beft manner he could, leaving the field of battle to his enemies, who neverthelefs bought 
their vi&ory at a dear rate, having their King Artemis, with many others, killed in 

the engagement. . 

From Anganagen the fleet failed for the ifland of Palma ; but not bring able to effett 
. a landing, it was determined to return to Canaria, to. try their fortune once more again#; 
the courageous natives, and retrieve the honour they imagined they had loft there: bufc.on 
their arrival they found thofe people aflembled in vaft numbers to oppde them, which 
vol. xvi. S M made 
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made them fail back to Fuertaventura. It was on this expedition that John de Betan. 
cour gave the epithet of Grand (or Great) to the illand of Canaria, which it retains 
to this day. 

John de Betancour remained fome time in Fuertaventura, to refrefh his men, and 
cure them of their wounds. After his unfuccefsful attempt on Canaria, he could not 
pretend to try his fortune again there, for want of more foldiers ; but, not enduring 
to remain idle, he determined to make an attempt on fome other illand. To this end 
he took with him all the men that could be fpared from his garrifons of Lancerota and 
Fuertaventura, and failed to the illand of Gomera, where he landed at the principal 
port without oppolition, which furprifed him greatly, and made him apprehenlive of 
an ambufcade ; he therefore marched llowly up the country, with the greateft pre- 
caution. Soon after he perceived the natives approaching towards him in a diforderly 
manner, without any lign of hoftility, but on the contrary with an appearance of mirth, 
and joy ; however, they came armed with darts, lances, fwords, fliields, and crofs- 
bows, which greatly perplexed him, and made him ffcill more apprehenlive of danger, 
till they drew very near to him, when fome of them accofted the Europeans in the 
Spanilh tongue, which amazed and agreeably furprifed them. Both parties now began 
to converfe together freely and in a very friendly manner ; and the Europeans were 
molt courteoully entertained by them. This behaviour of the Gomerans, the fertility 
of their illand, the goodnefs of the climate, and its excellent harbour, induced John 
de Betancour to fpend fome time in it, in order to refrelh and ftrengthen his people. 
During his ftay in Gomera the Europeans and natives lived together in the utmoft 
harmony, infomuch that thefe gave a cordial invitation to the new-comers to take up 
their refidence among them; This invitation was readily accepted by John de Betan- 
cour, who thereupon made a divifion of lands among his followers, and determined, 
fince he had now bid adieu to his native country, to fix his refidence for the remain- 
der of his life in the pleafant illand of Gomera. 

We mull now enquire into the caufe of this kind reception which the Europeans met 
with from the natives, and by what means fome of the latter fo well underftood and 
fpoke the Spanilh language. 

It appears then, that about thirty years before the arrival of John de Betancour, fome 
Spanilh veffels came to Gomera, commanded by one Don Ferdinando, who landed aft 
a place where the Bung’s brother lived : the natives attacked the Spaniards, but were 
■defeated, and the King’s brother loll his life in the encounter. After this, Don Fer- 
dinando marched in-land ; but as foon as Amalvige, the Kang of the place, heard of 
die invafion of the illand by llrangers, and of the death of his brother, he gathered- 
the natives together, and gave battle to the Spaniards, who were defeated, and pur- 
fued into a place which had only one narrow entry, fo that they could not retire but 
by throwing themfelves over the lleep cliffs that furrounded them, the illanders having 
blocked up the paffage by which they entered with felled trees, and guarded it fo 
clofely, that the Spaniards were compelled to remain there two days without meat or' 
drink. At laft Don Ferdinando found means to come to a parley with Amalvige, in 
which he fo effe&ually wrought upon that Prince’s compaffionate difpofition, that he 
ordered the paflage to be cleared, 'and conducted the llrangers to his refidence, where 
he entertained them with great hofpitality, giving them provifions and whatever elfe 
he could afford j in Ihort, he treated them as if no diipute had ever fubfifted. When 
Don Ferdinando returned to his Ihips, which he had left in the harbour; he made 
ieveral prelents to Amalvige, conlilling of fwords, Ihields, and other warlike accou- 
trements, which were held in great elteem by the natives : he then took leave of his- 

$. benefodtor. 
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benefactor, and failed away. It is faid, that before he departed, Anaalvige was con- 
verted,^ and baptized with many of his people; that he was named Ferdinando 
Amalvige ; and that when the Spaniards were going away, the King begged of their 
commander that he would leave fome perfon to inftruct them in their new dodrine, 
upon which he left a prieft, and promifed to return fcon hirnfelf. The prieft did not 
long furvive the departure of Don Ferdinando ; however, by his good behaviour, in 
that fhort fpace of time he greatly won the affections of the natives, and baptized many 
of them. They fay it was owing to him that John de Betancour was fo well received in 
Gomera, having filled their minds with the molt favourable impreffions of the Spaniards. 
"Who tins Don Ferdinando was, cannot certainly be determined: thereare two opinions 
concerning, him ; the one is, that he was one Don Ferdinando Ormel, a native of 
Corunna, in Gallicia, who, with feveral of his countrymen, left the fervice of the 
King of Caftille, to enter into that of the King of Portugal. About the year 
1382, he went with a fleet to fcour the coaft of Spain, fubjed to Don Juan I, then 
King of Caftille, and was driven by a tempeft, with fome of his fhips, to the iiland 
of Gomera : this Don Ferdinando was father of Don Juan Ferdinando Ormel who was 
killed by King John I, of Portugal, in the houfe of the Queen Donna Leonora. The 
other opinion is, that he was one Don Ferdinando de Caftro, who was in the fervice of 
King Ferdinando of Caftille, and much beloved by him After that King’s death he 
went to refide in England, and could never more be prevailed on to return to his 
native country ; but we are not told how he left England, or what accident brought 
him to Gomera. 

“Why this iiland was called Gomera is not known, though it undoubtedly bore that 
name before the arrival of John de Betancour, which it ftill retains. 

John de Betancour, after fettling affairs in Gomera, failed to the ifland of Hierro or 
Ferro, and anchored in the harbour belonging to that ifland. When the natives per- 
ceived the fltips approaching with their white fails, they remembered the prophecy of a 
man who had formerly lived among them, named Yore, and who was reckoned a 
foothfayer or diviner ; this man, when on his death-bed, called the natives together, 
and told them that after his death, when his flelh fttould be confirmed and his bones 
mouldered to duft, their god Eraoranzan would come to them in white houfes on the 
water ; and advifed them not to refill or fly from him, but to adore him, becaufe he 
was to come to do them good. The natives, who placed great faith in his predictions, 
buried him in a place apart from the reft of their dead, that his bones might afterwards 
be diftinguilhed from theirs. Now feeing the {hips approach with their white fails 
fwelling on the furface of the waves, they firmly believed the prophecy was fulfilled, 
and went to the cave where Yore was buried, and there found his bones crumbled to 
duft ; upon which they ran joyfully to the fliore to receive their god Eraoranzan. 

"When John de Betancour anchored in the port, he took great care in landing his 
ihen, for fear of being overpowered by the illanders, who were crowding to the 
water-fide ; but finding that they were unarmed, and fliewed no figns of hoftility, 
he approached them, and was received with every demonftration of joy and 
friendlhip : the natives concluded the Europeans to their houfes, and treated them with 
the belt of every thing they had. John de Betancour having thus got footing in Hierro, 
gave thanks to God for his fuccefs, and that no blood had been fpilt on the occalion. 
He ftaid there fome days to refrefli his people, and then returned to Fuertaventura, after 
leaving in Hierro a mixed garrifon, compofed of Bifcayners, French, and Flemings, 
under the command of one Lazaro, a Bifcayner, to whom he gave a ftrid charge to 
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behave to the natives with indulgence, and to ufe all poflible means to inftrufl: them in 
the faith and do&rine of the Church of Rome. 

The name of thisiiland, before the arrival of John de Betancour, was Efero, which 
fignifies, in the language of its ancient inhabitants. Strong : when the Spaniards fhewed 
them, iron, they found it exceeding every thing in ftrength, therefore they called it 
Efero ; and, afterwards, when they began to fpeak the Caftillian language, they called 
iron indifferently by the name of Efero , or Hierro , which laft is the Spanifli word for 
that metal ; fo that they at laft tranflated the real name of the iiland Efero into the 
Spanifh one Hierro, which it retains to this day. But the Portuguefe and fome others 
following their own dialeft, call it Ferro : and fome will have it, that the natives 
called it Fer ; though there is no proof for this affertion. 

The four illands, Lancerota, Fuertaventura, Gomera, and Hierro, being now con- 
quered, the natives converted, and order eftabliflied among them, John de Betancour, 
after taking fome repofe, began to think ferioufiy of retrieving his honour, which he 
imagined had been fullied by the unfuccefsful attack on Canaria ; and t;o avenge him- 
felf on the natives for the lofs of fo many brave foldiers as had fallen in that ex- 
pedition. 

Accordingly, in November 140 6, he muttered all his forces, embarked with them, 
and failed for Canaria. But fearing his fhips might be defcried by the natives, of that 
iiland, he avoided approaching the coaft till evening ; when, under favour of the night, 
he anchored in the port of Gando, and that he might not -alarm the Canarians, dif- 
embarked his men ftlently, placed fome parties in ambuih, and prepared for an attack 
by day-break. However, the Canarians having, fince the firft invafion of their iiland, 
kept a conftant look-out for the approach of an enemy (and fhips may be feen from 
the tops of the high mountains of Canaria at a great diftance), he found his fchemes 
all fruftrated ; for, the evening before, the natives had difcovered his fleet, and were 
prepared to give thofe difturbers of their repofe a warm reception : accordingly, when 
the Europeans difembarked in the night, they watched all their motions, unperceived 
by them; and after having formed counter-ambufcades, they gave a great fhout, as a 
fignal for the attack, and fell fuddenly upon Betancour and his men with fuch impe- 
tuosity that they were put to the rout, great numbers being killed and wounded. Had 
it not been for John de Betancour’s remarkable prefence of mind in rallying his men 
t for a retreat, joined with the courage and difcipline of his troops, not one of thofe 
' that had landed could have efcaped ; and, after all, it was with the greateft difficulty 
they regained their fhips. This repulfe obliged John de Betancour, againft his will, 
to return back with his troops to his iflands of Lancerota and Fuertaventura, where he 
remained fome time,^ inconfolable for his bad fuccefs, notwithstanding all the people 
could do to divert his grief, fo much was he vexed with this difappointment. But 
time, which conquers every thing, got the better of his uneafinefs, and at length to- 
tally diffipated it, fo that he began to contrive how to repair his bad fortune. Af ter 
anxioufly revolving many fchemes in his mind for that end, he determined upon one, 
which was that of going again to Spain, tofolicit affiftance from the King of Caftille, 
Bon Henry III, by whofe aid he had been enabled to conquer the iflands of Fuertaven- 
tura, Gomera, and Hierro ; and was the more encouraged to hope for fuccefs from 
the maiiy connexions and relations which he had at the court of Caftille. He then 
fent for the chiefs of the four iflands, natives as well as Europeans, to whom he opened 
his mind at large, concerning his intended voyage to Spain, and his project of fub- 
duing the other three iflands, efpecially Caiiaria, where they had been hitherto fo 
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giievoufly baffled j telling them, at the fame time, that he hoped fhortly to return 
with large fupplies of men, money, ihipping, and other neceffaries : moreover he pro- 
mifed to go to Rome, to requeft of the Pope to fend over a Bifhop to take care of 
their fouls. He, above all things, recommended to them to live in amity and concord 
during his abfence ; and gave them fome neceffary inftructions in relation to the pre- 
ferving peace with the natives ; acquainting them at the fame time that he intended to 
make his nephew, Mafon de Betancour, Governor of the iflands in his abfence, of 
whofe prudence and good-will towards them all he was well allured ; and that he 
would protect and befriend every one to the utmoft of his power. He then proceeded 
to make a partition of lands, referring to himfelf the fifth part of the produce of the 
four iflands ; but declared to the Europeans who had aflifted him in conquering them, 
that he would deprive them of no part of their prefent poffeffions dll after the expira- 
tion of nine years. This exemption he intended as a reward for their fidelity and the 
hardlhips which they had endured in his fervice. As to Mafon de Betancour, he mad.» 
over to him the third part of his fifth of the produce of the iflands; and declared him 
foie inheritor of the whole after his death. He gave him orders to build two churches, 
one in Lancerota, in the valley and village of Teguis, which is named St. Mary de 
Betancour ; and the other in Fuertaventura, called the church of St. Mary, from which, 
the valley and village fo called take their names. 

The government of the conquered iflands being thus fettled, John de Betancour 
gathered all the orchilla*, goat fkins, tallow, and flaves which he could procure, em- 
barked them in three fliips, and fet fail, leaving another fhip in Lancerota to load with, 
orchilla, which he ordered his nephew to fend to Italy. He arrived fafe at the port 
of St. Lucar de Baremeda, where he was received by the Count de Nieble, Don Henry 
de Guzman, father of the firft Duke of Medina Sidonia, with whom he ftaid a fhort 
time to refrefh himfelf after the fatigue of his voyage, and then went to the court of 
Caftille, where he was gracioufly received by Queen Catherine, widow of Henry III., 
and the Infant Don Ferdinando, then guardians to the young Prince Don John. They 
were greatly pleafed to hear from his own mouth an account of the Canary Tflands 3 
with his adventures there. They promifed him their affiftance in reducing thofe which 
remained unconquered, made him many valuable prefents, and fumllhed him with an 
equipage and every thing neceflary for his journey to Rome at their own expence. 
After remaining fome time in that city, where he faw every thing remarkable, he went 
to Avignon to wait on Pope Benedict XIII, who, at his requeft, appointed a Bifhop for 
the Canary Iflands, with the title of Bifhop of Rubicon : this was one Albert, a Frandf- 
can Friar, and native of Seville in Spain, brother to Guillen Peraza, of whom we {hall 
have occafion to make mention hereafter. From Avignon our adventurer went to his 
ownhoufe of Betancour, in Normandy, to vifit his relations, and to fettle fome differences 
with his brother Reynald de Betancour, concerning his lands in that country : from 
thence he went to Granville, where he fell fick and died, in the year 1408, aged feventy 
years, eight of which he had employed in the conqueft of the Fortunate Iflands. His 
body was interred in the great chapel of Granville and having no children, his poffef- 
fions in Normandy fell to his brother Reynald, otherwife Morlet de Betancour. 

* This is a weed which grows on the rocks by the fea-fhore of the Canary Iflands, and other places in 
the fame climate. 
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BOOK II. 

Of iht Etymology of the Word Canaria , &c. 

IN' the foregoing book we find that John de Betancour name this ifland Gran Canaria, 
adding the epithet Grand to its former name Canaria. He did not this on. account of 
its fize (for it is not the largeft of the Canary Iflands), but becaufe of the ftrength, 
courage, and number of its inhabitants, who baffled all his attempts to fubdue them. 
But how it came by the name Canaria is not eafy to determine ; for fince thofe iflands 
were known by the name of the Fortunate Iflands, this has always retained its proper 
name, Canaria. Pliny fays, that this ifland was named Canaria on account of its 
abounding with dogs of a very large fize, two of which were prefented to Juba, King 
of Mauritania. This opinion, however, feems to want foundation ; for it is natural to 
fuppofe that thefe dogs would have increafed greatly fince Pliny’s time, whereas on the 
contrary, when the Europeans came to Canaria they found not any dogs on the ifland. 
Other authors (among whom are Francifco de Tamara, in his Cuftoms of all Nations ; 
and Homara, in his General Hiftory of the Indies) affirm that this ifland is called 
Canaria from the natives eating, like dogs, raw fleih in great quantities ; but this af- 
fertion is falfe ; for the natives ate flefh very moderately, and never raw. It is true, 
indeed, they only half roafted it ; and the reafon they gave to the Spaniards, at the 
time of the conqueft, for this kind of cookery, was, that the juice of the meat is its 
fubftance, confequently the beft and moll proper nourifhment for men. 

My author gives two opinions concerning the name Canaria, which indeed appear 
more probable than either of the foregoing. 

The firft is, that in Canaria there are a great many thorny bufhes, which bear fruit 
of a red colour, called in Latin, Uva Canina, i. e. Dog’s Grape. Thofe who difcovered 
this ifland in the time of the Romans, feeing fuch a number of thofe bufhes, might 
from them name the ifland Canaria. 

The fecond opinion is, that it is named Canaria becaufe it abounds with an herb, 
called, in Latin, Canaria (but in the Caltillian language Triguera), which the dogs eat 
in the fpring, to caufe themfelves to vomit or purge. When people fend their hoifes 
to the field to graze, they take care to prevent their feeding in places where much of 
this herb grows, as it caufeth a great increafe of blood in uiem, and that fo fuddenly 
as to fubjeft them to danger of fuffocation. He adds, that in the fkirts of Mount 
Atlas, in Africa, there is a tribe of Africans called Canarios, who, perhaps, firft dif- 
acovered and peopled this ifland, and called it after their own name. But after all 
thofe opinions, he does not inform us what name the natives called the ifland by, which 
is certainly a great omiflion j however, by his manner of treating the etymology of the 
, name, it is to be fuppofed he took it for granted that they themfelves called their 
ifland Canaria. 

Pliny makes mention of a people called Canarii, who dwelt beyond Mount Atlas*,; 
and bordering upon the country of the Peroefi Ethiopians. 

Ptolemy the geographer calls Cape Blanco, in Africa, or fome other cape on that coafl, 
fronting die Canary Elands, Ganaria Extrema : and the Blacks, who now iive on the 
.banks of the river Senegal, call all that country between that river and Mount Atlas* 

* This country is that part of Africa adjacent to the Canary Iflands. 
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Gannar. Formerly they knew more of it than at prefent, which I fha’I hare occafion 
to prove in the description of that country. 

From this fimilitude of names one would be naturally led to believe that the natives 
of the illand Canaria and thofe of the neighbouring continent of Africa, were one and 
the fame people. For Pliny was certainly milinformed when he related, that the 
Canarii bordering upon the Peroefi Ethiopians, were fo called from their living hi 
fellowfhip with dogs, and fharing with, and devouring like them, the bowels of wild 
beafts. 

When the Europeans came firft to Gran Canaria, that iSand was fuppofed to contain 
no lefs than fourteen thoufand fighting men ; but a great ficknefe or plague prevailing 
amongft them fome time after, it fwept away two-thirds of the inhabitants. They were 
of a dark complexion, like the natives of Lancerota and F uertaventura, well propor- 
tioned* and of a good ftature ; a&ive, warlike, cheerful, good-natured, and ftri&ly 
faithful to their promifes, infomuch that they confidered a lye as the greateft of crimes. 
They were very fond of hazardous enterprizes, fuch as climbing to the top of fteep 
precipices, to pitch poles of fo great a weight, that one- of them was a fufficient burden 
for a man of common ftrength to carry on level ground. The Spaniards affirm that 
the devil affifted them in placing thefe poles, that others, attempting die like might 
fall down headlong and be deftroyed. My author lays, he believes this to be true j 
and that the devil appeared to them in the ihape of an animal refembling a fhock dog, 
and fometimes in other figures, which the natives call Tibicenas. 

The' Canarians had nobility among them, who were diftmguifhed from the vulgar 
by the pec uliar cut of their hair and beards. It was not fufficient to entitle a man to 
nobility, that he was the offspring of noble or rich parents ; but he was to be formally 
declared noble by theFaycag, a perfon of great rank, and next in dignity to the 
Guanarteme, whofe bufinefs it was to decide differences among the natives and regu- 
late the ceremonies of their religion : in fhort, he was a prieft, and aded alfo as a 
judge in civil affairs. Their manner of conferring nobility was very lingular : at a 
determined time of life, the fon of a nobleman let his hair grow long ; and when he 
found he had ftrength fufficient to bear the fatigues of war, he went to the Faycag, 
and feid, ■** I am fuch an one, the fon of fuch a nobleman, and defire to be ennobled 
« alfo.” Upon which the Faycag went to the town or village where the young mm 
was brought up, and there affembled all the nobles and others of that place, whom, 
he made to fwear folemnly by Acoran, their god, to declare the truth concemmg- 
him. He then^ alked them, if they had ever feen the youth demean himfelf fo fer as- 
to drefs viduals or to go into the folds to look after Iheep or goats, and whether he- 
was ever known to milk or kill them : if they knew any thing of his ftealmg cattle,, 
or forcibly taking them away from the owners in time of peace ; whether he was any 
way difcourteoue, ill-tongued, or guilty of any indecent behaviour, efpecially to' women. 
If to thefe queftions they all anfwered in the negative, then the Faycag cut the youth s. 
hair in a round form, and fo fhort as not to hang beneath his ears; then giving into 
his hand a ftaff or pole called Magade, declared him noble. But, on the other hand, 
if the ftanders-by could charge him with any of thofe things, of which the Faycag had 
interrogated them, and bring fufficient proof thereof, then mftead of being declared 
noble, the Faycag fhaved his head, and font him away in difgrace, by which he was 
rendered incapable of nobility, and- remained ev r after a plebeian. 
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The weapons ufed by the Canarians in war, were clubs, which they called Modagas ; 
and (harp-pointed poles, hardened by fire, and thefe they named Amodagas. But 
after the Europeans began to invade their ifland, they made targets in imitation of 
theirs; and fwords of Te-a, or pitch-pine, the edges of which were hardened by fire, 
and tempered in fuch a manner that they cut like fteel. 

Befides thefe, they had many other weapons, taken at different times from the Euro- 
peans, and which they carefully preferved, and made good ufe of, in the day of battle. 

But their chief ftrength lay in the before-mentioned Amodagas or wooden fpears, 
and ftones, which they threw with great force and dexterity. 

They had public places fet apart for fighting duels, in which were eminences or 
ftages, raifed for the combatants to fight on, that they might be the more eafily oh. 
ferved by all the fpectators. When a challenge was given and accepted, the parties 
went to the Council of the bland, called in the Canarian language Sabor, f which con- 
futed of twelve members called Gayres) for a iicence to fight, which was eafily obtained. 
Then they went to the Faycag to have this licence confirmed ; which being done, they 
gathered together all their relations and friends, not to affift them (for thole people 
looked on with the fame compofure as if the combat had been between two hearts *), 
but to be fpeftators of their gallantry and behaviour. The company then repaired to 
the public place, or theatre, where the combatants mounted upon two ftones, placed 
at the oppofitefides of it, each ftone being flat at top, and about half a yard in diameter, 
on thefe they ftood fart without moving their feet, till each had thrown three round 
ftones at his antagonift. Though they were good markfmen, yet they. generally avoided 
thofe miflfive weapons by the agile writhing of their bodies. Then arming themfelves 
with (harp flints in their left hands, and cudgels or clubs in their right, they drew near 
and fell on, beating and cutting each other till they were tired ; when the parties, by 
confent, retired with their friends, to eat and drink, but foon after returned to the 
feene of aftion, and renewed the engagement, cudgelled and cut each other with greac 
dexterity as before, until the Gayres called out Gama ! Gama ! (i. e. Enough ! Enough ! 
or Give over!) when they immediately left off, and ever after remained good friends. 

If during the time of the combat, one of the parties happened to break his cudgel, 
then the other immediately defifted from ftriking, and fo the difpute ended, and the 
parties were reconciled, neither of them being declared viftor. 'Thofe duels were gene- 
rally fought on public feftivals, rejoicings, or fuch like occafions, which drew together 
a great concourfe of people, when the combatants had an opportunity to difplay their 
dexterity, ftrength, and valour. Thefe fpectacles made a great imprellion on the minds 
of the youth, exciting in them a fpirit of emulation to exfcel in gallant feats. If either 
of the combatants happened to be deeply wounded, they beat a ru(h till it became like 
tow, and dipping it in melted goats butter, applied it to the wound, as hot as the 
patient could bear it : the older the butter was, the fooner it effected a cure. 

Of their Marriages , Manner of educating their Children, of their Worjhip, their Oaths, 

, and their Habits. 

NONE of the Canarians had more than one wife, and the wife one hufband, con- 
trary to what; fome mifinformed authors affirm. "When the parents were inclined to 
marry their daughter, they fet her apart thirty days, during which -they fed her 

* The Spaniards, and many other Europeans, when they challenge, do not fight in earneft before a 
multitude or fpectators, like the Engliili, when they box publicly in the llreets : therefore my author (being 
a Spaniard) makes the ahm r emar k. 

with 
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with large quantities of milk and goffio, in order to fatten her ; for they imagined 
lean women were lefs capable of conceiving children than thofe who were fat. It has 
alfo been faid, that the night before the bride was prefented ro her hufband, Oie was 
delivered to the Guanarteme, who, if he did not chufe to lie with her himfelf. gave her 
to the Faycag, or to fome other noble perfon of his intimate acquaintance, to enjoy her : 
but the prefent natives deny that fuch a cuftom ever exifted among their ancsftors. 
They were very careful in the education of their children, and never Failed to chadife 
them when they did amifs. It was alfo cuftomary to propofe two cf the youth as 
examples for the reft, the one of virtue, the other of vice ; and when a child did any- 
thing to difpleafe its parents, they told it that fuch an a&ion was like thofe cf the 
perfon fet up as a bad example ; on the other hand, when they did any thing praife- 
worthy, it was commended, and told that fuch behaviour was amiable, and reiembled 
that of the good perfon. This fort of inftruction had the defired effed, by railing the 
fpirit of emulation among the youth to excel in virtuous actions. 

The Canarians had among them religious women, called Magadas, a number of 
whom lived together in one houfe. There were many of thofe houfes in Canaria, which 
were held facred 5 and criminals who fled to any of them, were protected from the 
officers of juftice. The Magadas were diftinguimed from other women by their long 
white garments, which fwept the ground as they walked. The convents or houfes in 
which they dwelt were called Tamoganteen Acoraa (L e. houfes of god) ; but houfes 
of worlhip were called by the Canarians Almogaren (i. e. temples or holy houfes) ; they 
were daily fprinkled with the milk of goats from whom they did not take the kids, and 
which were fet apart for giving milk for that purpofe. They held that this Acoraa 
dwelt on high, and governed every thing on the earth. They adored him by putting 
their hands together, and lifting them towards heaven. 

In the ifland there are two rocks, one in the diftridt of Gaidar, named Tmnac ; the 
other in Telde, called Vinicaya *. To thefe rocks they went in proceffion in times of 
public calamity, accompanied by the religious women called Magadas, carrying in. 
their hands branches of palm-trees, and vefiels filled with milk and butter, which they 
poured on the rocks, dancing round them, and finging mournful fongs like dirges, or 
what the Spaniards call Endechas ; from thence they went to the fea-fide, and ail at 
once and with one accord ftruck the water forcibly with their rods, fhouting together 
at the fame time with a very loud voice. Their divifion of time was not by days, 
weeks, and years, as with us, but they reckoned by moons. 

The habit of the Canarians was a tight coat, with a hood to it like that of a Capuchin 
Friar ; it reached down to the knees, and was girded about the waift with a leather 
(trap or girdle. This garment was made of a fort of rufh, which they beat until it 
was quite foft like flax, and then divided the filaments and wove them together. Over 
this they wore cloaks of goat flcins, with the hairy fide outwards in fummer, and in- 
wards in winter. They alfo wore caps made of the ikins of goats, taken off almoft 
entire, which they placed in fuch a manner on their heads that they had a goat’s beard 
hanging under each ear, which they fometimes tied under the chin. All thefe gar- 
ments were neatly fewed and painted, and in every other refpeft much more curious 
than thofe of the natives in the other iflands. Some wore bonnets of (kins, adorned 
with feathers. Their flioes were made of raw hides, like thofe in Lancerota and Fuer- 
taventura. 


* They fwore by thefe rocks, and thofe oaths were very foleiaa. 
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They had public houfes, or rooms, in which they aflembled to dance and ling. 
The Canarian dance is ftill in ufe in thefe iflands, and is called Canario : its ftep is 
quick and fliort. Their fongs were either dirges or amorous fonnets, fet to grave and 
plaintive tunes. 


Of their Punijhments, Employments, and Manner of living . 

. THE Canarians were remarkable for their good government, regularity, and ftriCfc 
adminiftration of juftice. When a man committed a crime deferring of death, they 
apprehended him and put him in prifon, where he was tried, and immediately upon 
conviftion they led him to the place of execution, which was the fame where they ufed 
to fieaft, wreftle, and fight duels. Here the delinquent was ftretched on the ground, 
and his head placed on a flat ftone ; then the executioner, who was a man fet apart 
for that office, taking up a large heavy ftone, and lifting it as high as he could, he 
fuddenly let it fall on the criminal’s head. But for crimes that were not worthy of 
death, they ufed the Lex Talionis, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, &c. 

None of the Canarians exercifed the trade of a butcher except the dregs of the 
people. This employment was accounted fo ignominious, that they would not fo 
much as allow one of that profeffion to enter into any of their houfes, or to tduch any 
thing belonging to them. It was made unlawful for the butchers even to keep com- 
pany with any but thofe of their own profeffion ; and when they wanted any thing of 
another perfon, they were obliged to carry a ftaff with them, and point at what they 
wanted, Handing at a conftderable diftance. As a recompence for this abjeCt ftate, 
the natives were obliged to fupply the butchers with every thing they had occafion for. 
It was not lawful for any Canarian, except the butchers, to kill cattle : when any 
perfon wanted his beaft, &c. to be killed, he was obliged to lead it to the public lham- 
bles, but was not allowed to enter himfelf ; and this prohibition extended even to the 
women and children. 

The houfes in Gran Canaria were built of ftone, without cement, but fo neat and 
regular that they made a beautiful appearance. At the top they laid wooden beams 
or rafters, very clofe to each other, and covered them with earth. The walls of thefe 
houfes were very low, and the floors funk lower than the level of the ground on which 
they flood, being fo contrived for the advantage of warmth in the winter feafon. 
Their beds and bedding were goat ikins drafted in the hair, after a molt curious 
manner. Their other furniture confifted of bafkets, and mats of palm-leaves and 
rulhes, made extremely neat, and very ingenioufly wrought. There were among 
them people, whofe foie occupation was to build houfes and manufacture mats, &c. 
The women in general were employed in painting and dying ; and in the proper feafon 
they very carefully gathered the flowers, flirubs, &c. from which they extracted the 
feveral. colours. The threads they ufed for fewing and other purpofes were made of 
the fpringy nerves or tendons of the loins of Jheep, goats, or fwine, with which they 
were fupplied by. the butchers. Thefe they firft anointed with butter, and afterwards 
prepared by fixe in fuch a manner that they could fplit them into fine threads at their 
pleafure. Their needles were made of bone, and their filh-hooks of horn. All their 
veffds ufed in cookery were made of clay, hardened by the fun, which they called 
Ganigos. Their wealth confifted chiefly in goats, which they called Aridaman ; and 
fome Iheep, which they called Taharan : they had alfo hogs, which they named Ta- 

9 guacen. 
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guacen. Their common food was barley-meal roafted, which they called Goffic, and 
eat with milk or goats fleffi. When they fnade a feaft, they dreifed this latter with 
hog’s lard or butter, and this diffi they called Tamazanona. Their barley, which they 
called Afamotan *, they ground with a hand-mill. The following is the manner in 
which thejr ploughed their lands ; about twenty people affembled together, each having 
a wooden inftrument (not unlike a hoe) with a fpur or tooth at the end of it, on which 
they fixed a goat’s horn ; with this they broke the ground, and afterwards took care, 
if the rain came not in its proper feafon, to moiften it with water, which they brought 
by canals from the rivulets. The women gathered in the corn, of which they reaped 
only the ears : thefe they threfhed with fticks, or beat with their feet, and then win* 
nowed in their hands. 

Their only fruits were vicacorras, mocanes, and wild dates ; and fome tim before 
the conqueft of their iiland, they had figs : green figs they call Archormafe, and dried 
ones Tehaunenen. Their poor lived by the fea-coaft, chiefly on fifh which they catched 
in the night-time, by making a blaze on the water with torches of pitch-pine. In the 
day-time, whenever they difcovered a fhoal of fardinas, a fmall fifh refembling herrings 
or pilchards, a great number of men, women, and children waded into the fea, and 
fwimming beyond the Ihoal, chafed the filh towards the fhore ; then with a net, made 
of a tough kind of rufh, they enclofed and drew them to land, and there made an, 
equal divifion of their prize : in doing this, every woman in the company who had 
young children, received a lhare for each $ or if Ihe happened to be with child, (he 
received a fliare for the child in her womb. 

When any of their nobles died, they brought out the corpfe and placed it in the 
fun, took out the bowels and entrails, which they waflied, and then buried m the 
earth : the body they dried, and fwathed round with bandages of goat {kins, and then 
fixed it upright in a cave, cloathed with the fame garments which the deceafed wore 
when alive. But if no proper care was at hand, they carried the dead body to one of 
thofe ftony places now called Mai Paices, where, levelling the ground and fixing the 
fmall loofe ftones, they made a coffin of very large ones, placed fo as not to touch the 
body ; then they took another large {tone, two yards in length, wrought into a round 
form, and with this they clofed the coffin, and afterwards filled up the niche between 
the top of the round ftone and the outer part of the tides of the coffin with finall ftones, 
in fo neat a manner, that every one who beholds them muft be furprifed at the in- 
genuity of this people. Some of their dead bodies were put into chefts, and after- 
wards depofited in a kind of ftone fepulchres. There were certain perfons among 
them whofe profeffion it was, and who were fet apart for the puipcfe of preparing the 
dead bodies burial, and making up the tombs. 

The lower clafs of people were buried in the Mai Paices, in holes covered with dry 
ftones ; and, excepting thofe bodies which were placed upright in the caves, all the 
others were laid with their heads towards the north. 

* I have reafon to believe that by my author’s negligence thefe two words are tnlnfpofed ; Tiunamona 
fignifying parley, aud Afamotan, the above mentioned diflu 
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BOOK III. 

Of the Ifland of Palma, and of the ancient Inhabitants thereof $ their Manners, 

Cujioms , Worfhip, &c. 

TT is not pofitively known how this ifland came firft to be called Palma. In all pro- 
bability it received this name from the Europeans at the time of their difcovering it, 
for the natives called it Benahoare, which in their language fignifies My Country*. 
When the Europeans firft landed on this ifland, it produced no fort of com, or 
eatable roots, excepting the roots of fern, of which the natives made meal (as the 
inhabitants of this and fome other of the Canary Iflands do to this day), and alfo of 
the feed of a tree or fhrub called Amagante. Both thefe forts of,meal they ate mixed 
with milk or broth. Their other forts of food were flefli of goats, fheep, and hogs, 
which they ate either roafted or boiled. The ikins of the two firft ferved them for 
cloathing, and of the latter they made Ihoes. The weapon they ufed in war was a 
ftaff or pole, lharpened at the point and hardened by fire, which they called Moca. 


Of the Ifland ofThenerife or Tenerife . 

THE next ifland was named Thenerife, or the White Mountain, by the natives of 
Palma ; Thener, in their language, fignifying a Mountain, and Ife, White : the Pike, 
or fummit of Thenerife being always covered with fnow. This name has been con- 
tinued to it by the Spaniards ever fince; but the natives called it Chineche, and 
themfelves Vincheni : how the Spaniards came to give them the name of Guanches, is 
not known. 


An Inquiry concerning the Origin of the Natives of the Canary Iflands ► 

PLINY fays, “ There are no inhabitants in the Fortunate Iflands.” And in another 
place he fays, “ In Canaria are veftiges of buildings, which teftify that it was for- 
“ merly inhabited.” 

Plutarch’s Fortunate Iflands were alfo peopled, according to his account of them ; 
for he fays in one place, “ The foil is fo abundantly fruitful, that it produces Ijpon*- 
“ taneoufly plants and fruits, for ufe and delicacy, fufficient to anfwer the wants and- 
“ delight the palates of the inhabitants.” Defcribing the temperature of the climate, 
he fays, “ It is firmly believed even by the barbarous natives themfelves, that this is. 
« the feat of the Blefied.” 

- * When the Spaniards aiked the meaning of the word Benahoare, the natives would naturally anfwer, 
/ This Place, cor Land, my Country, this Ifland, or our Dwelling-place but I have reafon to imagine 
that it did not literally fignify My Country. 

If 
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If thefe iflands were formerly inhabited, what became of the natives afterwards ? 
for Madeira and Porto Santo, when difcovered by the Portugueze, were utterly de* 
ftitute of inhabitants. . It muft have been owing to fome uncommon event, that all thefe 
people abandoned their native country, without (o much as leaving a fingls fatnilv be* 
hind. But if they periflied in the iiland, it is ftill more extraordinary ; for we never 
heard of the whole inhabitants of any country being destroyed without exception, by 
war, famine, peftilence, or any other calamity. If I may be allowed to guefs at the 
caufe of this depopulation, we mull obferve that almoft two thirds of each of the Canary 
Iflands are now covered with calcined rocks, pumice-ftones, and black dnft or allies, 
which have formerly been thrown out from volcanoes, the remains of which are frill to 
be feen in every one of thofe iflands. 

I do not think it improbable, that many of the natives might have been deftroyed 
by thofe violent eruptions ; and that the remainder, being terrified, abandoned their 
country, and went in queft of new habitations : but where they went, is a queftion. 
not eaiily folved ; though fome writers affert, that they paffed over to America : but 
this is mere conje&ure. 

_ From two paffages in the Nubian Geographer, it would feem that there were inha- 
bitants in the Canary Iflands, Madeira, or Po to Santo, fome time after the conqueft 
of Spain by the Moors, and before the Spaniards expelled the Moors from Lifbon, in 
1147. Of this the reader may judge for himfelf, as I fhall here tranfcribe thofe 
paffages. 

Parti. Of the Third Climate. ct In thisfea is alfo the ifland of two brothers, 
K magicians ; the one of which is called Sciarraham, and the other Sdaram. 

tc This port is oppofite to Afafi*, and is at fo fmall a diftance from it, that, when 
« the air on the fea is clear and free from clouds, you can difcern fmoke on the Con- 
“ tinent. There is alfo in this fea an ifland of foeep, which is large and covered with. 
“ a dark cloud f; in which ifland are innumerable iheep, but fmall, and their fielh 
“ extremely bitter to the tafte, and unfit for food : and this likewife appears from the 
“ relation of the Almaghrurin (Wanderers).” 

Part I. Of the Fourth Climate. “ Oppofite to Lifbon (which is fituated on the 
<{ coaft of the Dark Sea), on the South bank of the river is the caftle of Almaaden 
“ (of treafure), fo called from gold which is thrown out after a ftorm at fea. From 
“ Lifbon went out Almaghrurin (the Wanderers), who attempted the Dark Sea, to 
* c make difcoveries : and from them a path in the town, not for from the lake, takes 
“ its name, which it will retain to lateft ages. 

“ And this is their hiftory. Eight men, who were coufins, haring built amerchant- 
“ fhip, and provided it with water and neceffary prorifions for feveral months, began 
<( their voyage as foon as the eaft wind began to blow : and when they had failed' 
“ almoft eleven days, with a fair wind, they came at laft to a certain fea, whofe 
“ thick waters had a difagreeable fmell, where there were many rocks and a dufky 
“ , light : wherefore, being afraid of certain fhipwreck, they altered their courfe, and 

* That this i* Azaffi in Barbary is beyond all doubt* as may be feen by what 4 he lays thereof in the 
description of the kingdom of Morocco : although Porto Santo is not fo near the Continent as he repre- 
fents it, yet it is exa&ly, as he fays, fronting Afafi, or oppofite to it. 

■f This anfwers exa&ly to the gloom or doud that furrounded Madeira, ■when difcovered by the Por- 
to gueze, and which made them afraid to venture near it. The iflands Tenerife, Palma, and Madeira 
appear at a diftance (when the trade-wind blows) like thick dark clouds. Madeira was full of woods when: 
difcovered, which, no doubt attracted the vapours, and made it appear more gloomy. 

u failing 
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<e failing twelve days to the fouth, they landed upon an ifland of lheep, or cattle, 
“ where innumerable flocks ftrayed without a fhepherd or guide. _ Here they found 
tl a fountain of running water, which was over-ihadowed by a wild fig-tree. And 
ee having caught fome lheep, or cattle, they killed them ; but perceiving their flefh fo 
<f bitter that it could not be eaten, they only took their {kins. After this, failing alfo 
et twelve days at the fouth, they defcried at a diftance a certain ifland, and feeing 
“ habitations and cultivated lands, they failed hear to it, to make farther difcoveries. 
“ But not long after, they were furrounded with boats, taken prifoners, and conduced, 
** together with their Chip, to a certain town lituated on the fea coaft ; where when 
cc they arrived they faw reddilh men, with thin and long hair, and tall in flature $ the 
,e women were alfo furprifmgly beautiful. They were kept there for three days, in a 
te certain houfe ; but on the fourth day a man came to them, and alked them, in 
* 6 Arabic, concerning their condition, for what they came, and to whom they belonged ? 
u When they had told him all their ftory, he promifed happy things to them, and at 
K the fame time told them, he was the King’s interpreter. Wherefore, the next day, 
* e being brought to the King, and interrogated by him about the fame things which 
* c the interpreter had alked, they told the King the fame ftory which they had told the 
K interpreter the day before ; that they had ventured to fea to difcover whatever was 
u remarkable or wonderful in it, and to penetrate to its utmoft bounds. The King 
* ( hearing thefe things, laughed, and faid to the interpreter, Tell thefe men, that my 
<f father commanded fome of his fubjedts to fail this fea ; and they failed by its breadth 
<c a whole month, fo that the light failed them altogether, and fo their voyage was 

vain and ufelefs. Moreover, the King commanded the interpreter to promife good 
“ things in his name to thefe people, and to bid them put their confidence in him. 
“ They were then conducted back to the place of their confinement, and detained 
“ there till the weft wind began to blow. Then being put into a boat, with their eyes 
‘ f bound, they were feat to fea; where, according to their relation, they remained 
iC three days and nights : at length they arrived at the Continent, where they were 
,e put on more, with their hands tied behind their backs, and thus left to lhift for 
** themfelves. In this condition they lay till day-break, during which time they fuf- 
“ fered the greateft uneafinefs from being bound fo tight. But at length hearing a 
“ noife of human voices, they altogether called aloud for help ; when fome people 
<c approaching, and feeing them in this miferable condition, enquired of them the 
“ caufe : thefe people (who were barbarians) afked them if they knew how far they 
u were from their own country ? To which they replied, they could not tell. Upon 
<e this they were told that it was two months travel. The commander of thefe un- 

fortunate men hearing this, burft out into this exclamation, Va Asfi! i. e. Alas! 
“ what we fufter ! and the place has ever firice been called Asfi. It is a harbour in 
“ the weftermoft part of the coaft, of which we have already made mention.” 

_As the Nubian Geographer had not the above-mentioned account from the adven- 
turers themfelves, we may reafonably conclude that we have not the relation of the 
voyage exadly as it was performed : but if there is any truth in it at all, the ifland 
where the voyagers were blind-folded, and from thence fent to Azaffi, can be no other 
than one of the Canary Iflands, Madeira, or Porto Santo, all which lie within three 
days fail of Azaffi. 

Of all thofe iflands, Fuertaventura bids faireft for the ifland of the two brothers, 
magicians, becaufe in clear weather it may be perceived from the continent of that part' 
of Africa fituated to the fouth.weft of Azaffi. 


Now 
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Now as Azaffi was at that time the remoteft fea-port town to the iouth-weft, it is 
probable that the natives of the continent oppofite to Fueitaveatura, coming to AzaS 
to trade, might inform the inhabitants of that town, that hum their ccaft they always, 
in clear weather, obferved an ifland. This will account for our author’s faying, 

<c This port looks towards Azaffi, and is at fo fmall a diftance from it, that, when 
“ the air on the fea is clear and free from clouds, you can difcem fmoke on the 
t( Continent.” 

I fhall now proceed to give fome account of the original of thofe people defcribed 
in the foregoing Hiftory of the Difcovery and Ccnquefl of die Canary Ifiands. The 
author of that Hiftory has written- no lefs than three folio pages to confute an opinion* 
held by fome, that the natives of the Canaries were the descendants of the ten tribes of 
ifrael that were carried into captivity by the Affyrians. 

His own opinion is, that they came from Mauritania ; and this he founds on the 
refemblance of names of places in Africa and in the ifiands j for, fays he, £i Telde* 

“ which is the name of the oldeft habitation in Canaria, Orotava, and Tegefte, are 
tc all names which we find given to places in Mauritania and in Mount Atlas. 

“ It is to be fuppofed that Canaria, Fuertaventura, and Lancerota, were peopled by 
££ the Alarbes, who are the nation moft efteemed in Barbary ; for the natives of thofe 
* £ ifiands named milk Aho, and barley Temafen, which are the names that are given 
t£ thofe things in the language of the Alarbes of Barbary.” He adds, that— 

“ Among the books of a library that was in the cathedral of St. Anna, in Canaria* 
<£ there was one, fo much disfigured and torn that it wanted both the beginning and 
<£ the end ; it treated of the Romans, and gave an account, that when Africa was a 
t£ Roman province, the natives of Mauritania rebelled, and killed their Prefidents and 
££ Governors ; upon which the fenate, refolving to purnfh and make a fevere example 
£C of the rebels, fent a powerful army into Mauritania, which vanquiflied and reduced 
“ them again to obedience : foon after, the ringleaders of the rebellion were put to 
“ death ; and the tongues of the common fort, and of their wives and children, were 
££ cut out, and then they were all put on board veffels, with fome grain and cattle, 
<e and tranfported to the Canary Ifiands 

■Whether the Canarians were exiles from Africa or not, I fhall not pretend to de- 
termine ; but am perfuaded they came originally from thence. This may eafiiy be 
proved from the fimilitude of cuftoms and language in South Barbary, to thofe of 
' the natives of all the Canary Ifiands, excepting Tenerife f. 

For inftance, the Libyans, before they gave their daughters in marriage, kept 
them apart fome time, and fed them with milk till they became very fat. When any 
of them were wounded, they poured hot butter into the wound. And their principal 
difh, called Coufcouffou, was much the fame with the Goffio of the Canarians. 

But the greateft proof lies in the fimilitude between the Canarian and Libyan 
languages. My author is miftaken when he fays, the languages of the ifiands refem- 
bled the language fpoken by the Alarbes or Arabs of Barbary ; for the two words 
he mentions are not Arabic, but Shillha, the language now fpoken in the mountains 
in the kingdoms of Morocco, Suz, and other parts of South Barbary. 

* One Thomas Nicols, who lived feven years in the Canary Ifiands, and wrote a. hiftory of them, fays, that 
the beft account he could get of the origin of the natives, was, that they were exiles from Africa, banilhed. 
thence by the Romans, who cut out their tongues for blafpheming their gods. 

f The language in Tenerife, at the time of the conqueit, had no affinity to thofe fpoken in the 
reft of the ifiands : it feems to have fome refemblance of the Peruvian or fome other of the American: 
tongues. _ 
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It is evident that the Libyans did not come to the Canary Iflands till after Pliny 
had wrote his Natural Hillary ; for he tells us that thofe illands were then uninhabited j 
and it is as clear it mull have been before the conqueft of Barbary by the Arabs, 
otherwife we Ihould have found fome of the ceremonies of the Mahomedan religion * 
among the Canarians. 

It is even not improbable that the Libyans who firft fettled in the Hands, fled thither 
to avoid falling into the hands of the victorious Arabs. 

The natives of the Canary Hands, at the time of the conqueft, knew not the ufe 
of boats, confequently the inhabitants of one ifland could not have any intercourle with 
thofe of another ; yet, fays my author, the languages of all of them, except that of 
Tenerife, though very different, had fome affinity to each other. 

• All the Libyans profefs Mahoniedanifm. 
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JOURNIES in the INTERIOR of AFRICA. 

By Mr. Browne *. 


ITINERARIES. 
From Cobbs to Senmar. 


Day*. 

It 


S.S.E. 


E. 


{ 3 


From Cobb6 to Shawer - 

From Shawer to Ril .... 

At Ril is a large pool of water, never completely dry, - and a little 
to theE. of it a fpacious houfe built by Sultan Teraub, eldeft brother 
of the prefent monarch. 

From Ril to Fadow - - - - ) 

From Fadow to Cawb - - - - j 

Near Cawb commences a ridge of hills, running N. and S. or 
nearly fc. 

From Cawb to Dar Hummer 1 

From Dar Hummer to Emdi >Mean bearing - - E. 

From Emdi to Kreiga J 

In each of thefe towns are Fukkara, who adminifter juftice. 

From Kreiga to Ibeitf - E. 

Between Kreiga and Ibeit is Habu-Harras, a place diftant from the 
former three hours. Its neighbourhood is laid out in gardens belong- 
ing to the people of Dongola eftablilhed there, in which they cultivate 
onions, &c. The fituation of Abu Harras is in length N. and S. and 
the wells which fupply it with water are to the S. of the town. 

From Ibeit to Miteina - * - - 

From Miteina to Autolh - - 

From Autolh to Yafsin - 

Yafsin is a town of Fukkara. 

From Yafsin to Breiffa, deep fand 
From Breiffa to Cone - - 

Cone is at the foot of a mountain of the fame name, which lies S. 
of the road. Near Cone, a little S. of the road, is a pool of water, 
and this is a place where travellers commonly repofe themfelves. 

From Cone to Kinnana - 1 

From Kinnana to Deggin ■ 1 

•From Deggin to Hellet Allais J, on the Bahr-el-abiad, the place 1 { 

which the ferry-boats frequent - - * J 

* Seevol.xv. pag. 108. ... ' 

4- Ibeit is one of the principal towns of Kordofin s it is alfo the name of a fmall diftnct. 

± The bearing of the road from Ril to Hellet Allais is reported to be generally E. with ray fmall 
variation. . 

vol. xvi. $o Hellet 


2 


I 
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Bearing. Days. 

Hellet Allais is fituated on the W. of the river. The river 
(Bahr-el-abiad) is here of . fuch breadth, that the features of a perfoil 
/landing on the other fide cannot be diflinguifhed, but the human 
voice is heard. — A number of trees is feen here to the W. of the 
river, not to the E. Hellet Allais is altogether built of clay.— A large 
palm-tree grows in the middle of the town. 

On the eallern fide of the river is ShilHk— not far removed from it, 
being reported to be within fight of Allais. 

Shilluk is a town of idolaters, built with clay. The inhabitants 
have no other clothing than bands of long grafs, which they pafs 
round the waift and between the thighs. They are all black ; both 
rexes are accuftomed to /have their heads. The people of Shillfik 
have the dominion of the river, and take toll of all paffengers, in 
fuch articles of traffic as pafs among them. The name Shilhek is not 
Arabic, and its meaning is unknown. — When a/ked concerning their 
name or country, the people reply Shilluk. When employed in tranf- 
porting Mohammedans acrofs the ferry, they occafionally exhibit the 
importance which their fituation gives them. After the Muflim has 
placed himfelf in the boat, they will afk him, * f Who is the mafter of 
that river?’* The other replies, as is ufual, £< Ullah or Rubbani” — 

God is the mailer of it. u No,’* anfwers the Shilluk, <c you mull fay 
that fuch a one (naming his chief) is the mafter of it, or you /hall not 
pafs.” They arereprefentedas lhewing'hofpitality to fuchascomeamong 
them in a peaceable manner, and as never betraying thofe to whom 
they have once accorded protection. The particulars of their worlhip, 
as in moft other inftances where I have had my information from 
Mohammedans, have not been defcribed. 

From Shillfik to Dar Ruga - - . - E. N. i 

From Dar Ruga to Waalia - - - E. i 

From Waalia to Shadli - - - - E. 

From Shadli to Sennaar - . - 

Sennar, Medinet el Fun or Fungi , is fituated oil the river which 
flows from Habbelh, which river is much fmaller than the Bahr-el- 
abiad, and before the annual increafe is fordable between Sennaar 
and Bafboch. 

The flaves who have ufurped the government refide in Terfeia , 
on the oppofite fide of the river. Between them and the people of the 
city have been perpetual Ikirmifhes for the lafl fix years. (1794.) 

The Bahr-el-abiad fuflers the fame periodical increafe and diminu- 
tion as the Nile in Egypt. 

From Sennaar to Gonddr . 

From Terfeia to BJhad . 

From Rhad to Dender 
From Dender to B 61 a 
From B£la to Teawa . 

Rhad is on the banks of a river of the fame name. After palling 
i&la, the traveller leaves the river, and proceeds by a mountainous 

8t 


E.N.E. 1 
E. 1 

S.E.- 1 

1 


road 
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road to Teawa. The foil in the neighbourhood of Teawa is clay, and 
the town is built of that material. The people of the place ufe for 
bread the Mahriek, (white maize), which grows there luxuriantly. 

From Teawa to RSs el fil - - S.E. 

From Ras el fil to Gondir - - - E. S. E. 7 

The officer who governs Kis el fil is appointed by the king of 
Habbefh. — Inhabitants of Ras el fil called Giberti. 


Read from Sennaar to Swakem. 

From Sennaar to Teawa - 4 

From Teawa to Atbara, a town on that river - E. 1 

From Atbara to Hallanga - - - N. 2 

The people of Hallanga are Mohammedans, but ufe not the 
Arabic language generally. They are of an olive complexion. 

The Mahriek in their neighbourhood is faid to grow fo large, that 
the ftem at bottom is feen of the flze of a man’s wrift. 

From Hallanga to Swakem - - - N.E. is 

During great part of the way the road is mountainous and rocky. 

The fpace between the two laft places is uncultivated, and inhabited 
only by wandering Arabs. Thefe are of two races, Bijje and Okoot 
Both of them breed camels in great number, Iheep, &c. Sw ak em is 
fituated on an ifland, in which the governor and principal perfons re- 
fide : but the greater number live on the main land. 


Road from Sennaar to Mahas. "> 

From Sennaar to Herbaje 
From Herbaje to Halfeia 

At Halfeia is the confluence of the Bahr-el-abiad. and Bahr d afrek 
From Halfeia to Chendi - 

From Chendi to Birbir - 

From Birbir to Shaikie * 

From Shaikie to Dongola 
From Dongola to Mahas 


- N.4.W. 


N.W. 

N. 


From Sennaar to Fazogh. 

From Sennaar to Dachala - - - E. 

From Dachala to Emfirie - - - S. E. 

From Emfirie to Louni - - - - - S. 

From Louni to Gerbin - - - - S. 

The people of Dachala are Mohammedans refiding on the weftem 
bank of the Bahr el airek. — Gerbin is a mountainous place, which 
ferves for confining malefaftors under the government of Sennaar. 

Mountainous — From Gerbin to Fazoglo - - S. 4 

The mines of Fazpglo afford much gold : they belong to Sennaar. 
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From Gerbin to Gondar. 


Bearing. £>ay$. 

From Fazoglo there is no direffc road. Having returned to Gerbin, 

From Gerbin to Hafsib - - - E. 2 

From Hafsib to Beida - - - - E. £ S. a 

Beida is the firil town under the Abyflinian government, and is de- 
fcribed as chiefly inhabited by fugitive Haves, who belong to perfons 
within that empire. 

From Beida to Kourmi - 3 

From Kourmi to Haffeb-ullah - 3 

This road is mountainous, circuitous, and abounds with fprings of 
water. The civet cat is fo common in this diftri£t, that in every 
houfe, it is faid, there are fifteen or twenty tame ones. 

From Haffeb-ullah to Gondar - - - E. 10 

Mountainous and difficult road . 


Sundry Routes of the Merchants ofSennaar. 

From Sennaar to Gebel-el-Moie 
From Gebel-el-Moie to Bahr-el-abad 
From Sennaar to Bahhadin 
From Bahhadin to Menajel 
From Menljel to the Bahr-el-abiad. 


- S. W. 1 

- W.S.W. 14. 

- S. S.W. o-4 

- S.W. 2 

- W. 2 


Road to Gondar. 

From Sennaar to Terfeia 
From Terfeia to Subi-deleib 
From Subi-deleib to Wullad Midani 
From Midani to the Bahr-el-afrek 
From the river to Mendala 
From Mendala to Kaila 
Kaila is mountainous. 

From Kaila to Embutteik - 

Mountainous and deep /and. 

From Embutteik to Goze, or the fands 
From Goze to the Atbara 

This country is inhabited by the Biiharin Arabs, who are Moham 
medans. 

From Atbara to Gebel Cufia 

From Gebel Cufla to Gebel en Narr 

From Gebel en Narr to Gondar - • 


o4 

°4 

04 

04 

2 

1 

1 


2 

3 


3 

3 

12 


A Route which feems to be uncertain and of which the Bearings are not 

accurately given. 

From the Goze or fands of the Atbara, above mentioned, to 
El-Edd belonging to the Bijj6 , 
ut 


From 
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From El-Edd to Swakem ... 

This road is filled with Arabs. 

From Swakem to Gebel-el-Helle - . 

From Gebel-el-Helle to Gebel-el-Sillah 
From Gebel-el-Sillah to Gabel-el-Beit 
Frpm Gebel-el-Beit to Birbir 

All this road from Swakem to Birbir is reprefented as rocky. — 
Birbir is fituated in a clayey foil. 

. From Birbir to Wullad-el-Magedub - - 

From W ullad-el-Magedub to Bifharie ... 

From Bifharie to Shfikftrie - - - 

Bifharie are a foreign race, but Shfikfirie fpeak Arabic as their 
native language. 

Arabs — From Shfikurie to Hellali6 - - 

From Hellalie to Bahr-el-afrek - 

From Bahr-el-afrek to Em-ufhar - - 

From Em-ufhar to Wullad-el-ffiruk ... 

From W uilad-el-furuk to Hummur - - - 

Clayey foil. 

Mohammedans — From Hummfir to Senut abfid 

From Ibeit to Emdurman and Halfeia , and return to Ibeit by another 

road. 

From Ibeit to Bahra .... 

From Bahra to Emganatir ' 

From Emganatir to Shegeik ... 

From Shegeik to Gimmoye - 

From Gimmoye tq Emdurman ... 

All this country is inhabited by Mohammedans, who fpeak Arabic 
alone. — Gimmoye and Emdurman are both on the W. bank of the 
Bahr-el-abiad, and the latter is at the place of union between that river 
and the Abawi. — Returning W. 

From Emdurman to Harraza, a mountain of difficult paflage 
Road defert and dejlitute of water. 

The inhabitants of Harraza are idolaters, of mixed complexion, 
but moft of them of a reddifh hue. — They breed fome horfes, which 
they mount. 

From Harraza to Abu-hadid 
From Abuhadid to Zerawy - - 

From Zerawy to Efherfhar - - r 

Efherfhar is famous for its fait, which is gathered by the Arabs, 
tranfported to other places and fold. The people of this lafl place 
are Arabs, but thofe of Zerawy, Harraza, and Abu-hadid, neither 
Arabs nor Mohammedans. 

From Efherfhar to Bifherie .... 

Road dejt.ru 

Bifherie is full of palm-trees. 

From Bifherie to Bahra 

From Bahra to Ibeit .... 


Bearing. 

N. E. 


S.W. 


E. 

N.E. 

N.E. 

N. 

N. 


S.W. 


S.W. 


S.S.W. 


Route 
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Route from Ibeit to Sheibon, where are gold mines , and other places , 

returning to Ibeit . 

From Ibeit to Bahra - - - - 

From Bahra to KMkje - - 

From Khi\kje to Abu-jenuch ... 

From Abu-jenuch to Seije - - ■ - 

From Seije to Tummara 

Between the two Iaft places is a rocky road, with intervals of 
deep fand and clay. 

From Tummara to Demik 

The people from Abu-jenuch hither are idolaters, and deftitute of 
clothing. The foil at and near Demik is clay. 

From Demik to Khega - - - 

From Khega to Dibri - - - - 

Mountainous and rocky. 

From Dibri to Sheibon - - - 

Clayey foil. 

Near this place, in a deep glen or valley, much gold is found, 
both dull and in fmall pieces. The natives colled the drift in quills 
of the oftrich and vulture, and in that condition fell it to the mer- 
chants. They have a ceremony on difcovering a large piece of gold, 
of killing a fheep on it before they remove it. The people are all 
black, as are thofe above mentioned from Abu-jenftch hither. They 
have fome form of marriage, i. e. of an agreement between man and 
woman to cohabit. Women of full age wear a piece of platted grafs 
on their parts. The younger and unmarried are quite naked. The 
Haves, which are brought in great numbers from this quarter, are 
fome prifoners of war among themfelves, (for their wars are frequent,) 
and fome feduced by treachery and fold. But it is faid to be a 
common practice for the father in time of fcarcity to fell his 
children. 

At Sheib6n are fome Mohammedans, who live among the idolaters 
and wear clothing : it is not faid whether Arabs or not. 

The people above defcribed are independent tribes of negroes, who 
have no other ruler than their refpe&ive chiefs, the authority of whom 
is very fmall, except in time of war-. The Mecque of Sennaar ufed 
to claim fome tribute from the people of' Sheibon, but received 
nothing regularly. 

From Sheibon to Shurrfi - - . . 1 

From Shurru to Luca - - - - J 

Luca is another place where refides an independent chief : it is alfo 
famous for its gold, which, as at Sheibon, is the only medium of 
exchange among the inhabitants. 

From Luca to Koheila - - 

InKoheila are Arabs, not fubje£t to any monarch of the country. 
Some idolaters alfo live among them. 

From Koheila to Tlinga, a town - • - . y 

People of Tlfoga Mohammedans. — This country is called by the > 
Arabs Dar Kinnaina S 


Bearing. 

E. 

S.E. 

S. 

E. 

S.E. 


S. 4 E. 


W.S. W. 
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From Tlinga to Gebel Sahd 
Gebel Sahd is within the dominion ofSennaar. 

From Gebel Sahd to Baha-ed-din 
Still Dar Kinnana. 

From Baha-ed-din to Gebel-el-abid 
From Gebel-el-abid to Tumbul 
Tumbul is under the government of the king of 
Tuclawi. 

From Tumbul to Seifaban 
Seifaban is inhabited by Arabs alone. 

From Seifaban to Abdome - • - 

From Abdome to Tuggala, capital of the king of Tuclawi 
This diftrict is called Sagurnie, country of the mountaineers. 
From Tuggala to Deir - 
From Deir to Gebel-el-deir 
From Gebel-el-deir to Gebel-le-Buccle 
From Gebel-el-Buccle to Ibeit 


Scaring. Era* 

- W. £ W. o4- 
N. i 


the 


N.N.E. 

N. 


i 



From Rtl to War a, capital of Ber goo. 


From Ril to Gebel Marra, deep fand ... 

Gebel Marra to Bifhara Taib ... 

Bifhara Taib to the confines of Fur - - 

All this road is mountainous and rocky, and the inhabitants 
from Ril W. to the confines of Fur are Mohammedans. The 
water on Gebel Marra, which is a lofty mountain, rifes vs4th fome 
remarkable circumftances, and it is faid to be fulphureous. The 
people there feed partly on wheat, which grows near the place, partly 
on Mahreik. 

The people who inhabit the coniines of Ffir W. are called 
Tthnurkee. 

From the coniines to Dar Ruma ... 

Defert , fand and clay., fome water. 

From Dar Ruma to Kibbeid • 

Kibbeid is Jttiiated on a hill or rock . 

From Kibbeid to Kajachfa ... 

From Kajachfa to Bendala 

Bendala is inhabited by the flaves of the Sultan of Bergoo.— -The 
people of Ruma, and thence to Bendala are idolaters. > 

From Bendala to Wullad-el-Bucca 
Bucca is a mountainous dtjirifl. 

From Bucca to Dar MiffeMd 

From Dar Mifielad to JVara, the refidence of the Sultan of 
Bergoo ----- 


W. 

W. 

W. 


W.’N. 


N;E. 


2 

a 

5 


8 


fa 


i 




&34 


BROWNE’S JOURNIES IN THE INTERIOR OF AFRICA. 


From Wara to Bahr-el-Gazdle, 

From Wara to Nimr, where the merchants refide, as at Cobbe 
in Dar-Ftir - - W. 

From Nimr to Battah - 

Battah is fituated on a fmall river, -which flows from the S. and 
then deviating to the W. fails into the Bahr el Fittre. Battah be- 
longs to the MiffeMd. 

From Battah to Dirota .... W. 

From Dirota to Dar Hummdr - 

Road, clayey foil. 

From Dar Hummar to CofeiHt - . 

Dar Hummar rocky . 

From Cofeiat to Shungeiit - 

Two towns of idolaters. 

From Shungeiat to Dar Dajeou — Caffres 
, Cooka, Mohammedans — From Dar Dajeou to Dar Cooka - 

From Cooka to Muddago 

In Muddago are Mohammedans, who are governed by a petty 
prince under the king of Bergoo. 

From Buddago to Bahr-el-Fittre 

The people on the banks of Bahr-el-Fittr6 are called Abu-femmin, 
and are Mohammedans. They ufe little boats for the purpofe of 
paffing from one place to another on the river. 

From Bahr-el-Fittre to Bahr-el-Gazalle 
Road deep fand, no trees. 

The neighbourhood ofthe Bahr-el-Gazalle is inhabited by Arabs, 
who feed camels and fheep, and fome oxen. 




Route from. Khukje to the Bahr-el-ada, and thence towards the Bahr - 

el-abiad. 

From Khukje to Baraka - . S, S. W. 

Baraka is inhabited by independent drabs. 

The greater part of this road is deep fand : the remainder, from 
Baraka by the Bahr-el-ada, is clay. The part of that river, which 
is here meant, is occupied by tribes of Arabs feeding cows and Iheep ; 
they are called Miflirie. This part of the river is alfo frequented by 
wild and ferocious animals. The Miflirie Arabs comb their hair 
back, twill it, and fallen it in the form of a fcorpion’s tail behind. 

They colled honey of the wild kind in great quantity, and hunt the 
elephant. 

From Baraka to Tftrrut - . - S.E. 

From Turret to Jungeion - . - S. E. 

The people of Jungeion are tall and black $ they have cows, 
fheep, and goats, and feed on the Mahriek or white maize. They 
colled the dung of the animals mentioned, dry it, roall it on the 
fire, and afterwards ufe it for a bed. Thel'e people are very numerous. 

The country in their neighbourhood is all a plain, and the foil clay. 


They 
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They havea pra&ice, apparently fuperftiticus, of milking their cows 
into a veffel.with a narrow mouth, that the milk may not be fe?n, and 
never pour it into a difh or bowl ; and any ftranger who vifits them 
is obliged to drink of the dugs of the cow, as do the calves. 

From Jungeion to SMd ... 

From Shad to Inigulgule - 

Route from Khukje to the Bahr-el-ada, thence toward the Bahr-ebabiady 
and returning to Rtf. 

The inhabitants of Inigulgule are idolaters. They clothe them- 
felves with a kind of cotton cloth. 

From Inigulgule to the refidence of the king of Ibbe - - E. 4.N. 

From faid refidence to the confines of Dar-Fur - - N. W. 

From the confines to Tubeldie ... 

From Tubeldi6 to Ril 

All this road is fandy, but filled with many and large trees. 


Bearteff. Esp. 


S.E. r 
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j Road from Bahr-el-Gazaile to Bornou . 

From Bahr-el-gazalle to the capital of Dar Bagherme 
From the faid refidence to Kottocom 
The inhabitants of this diftri£t are Mohammedans. In the road 
two rivers are croffed by the traveller, one of which is called Kitcbena. 
It runs from S. E. to N. W. - 

From Kottocom to Bornou, the imperial city 
The road lies in part through fand, in part through deep clay. 
There are many trees. The neighbourhood of the Bahr-el-gazalle 
feems by the defcription to be a foreft. 

The city Bornou is furrounded by a wall, in which there are four 
gates, opening E., W., N., and S. A fmall river runs near it, which 
fells into the Bahr-el-gazalle. 

Bergoo is faid to be fifteen days in extent from E. to W., and 
from N. to S. twenty days. — Bagherme, in the former direction, 
twelve; in the latter, fifteen days. — Bagherme has many troops, but 
Bergoo is eflimated the ftrongeft. The people of Bergoo are re- 
markable for their zealous attachment to the faith, and read the Korin 
daily. 


N.E. 3 
N.i-W. ”] 

N.^W. J 


Some defcription of Bergoo. 

Within about a day’s journey of Wara are faid to be eight large 
mountains, the inhabitants of each of which ufe a difhnd language. 
They are Mohammedans, and faid to be brave, fumifhing the armies 
of the Sultan of Bergoo with recruits as often as required. One of 
the mountains, called Kergna, is fituated S. E. ; another W. which 
is inhabited by a people called Wullad Maze ; Gebel Miroi N, s 
Gebel Abienfim E., Gebel Abdurrug E. 
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Bearing. 

Other mountains of Bergoo are, Gebel Tama, N., Gebel Kaihimirie, 

W., each of them two days from Wara. Gebel Abu-hadid, E. the 
fame diftance. 

Three days W. of Wara is the river called Bahr Miffelad. 


Route from Wara to Cubcabea in Dar-Fur, and another route from the 
lafi place back to Wara. 


From Wara to Abu-fhareb 
From Abu-lhareb to the confines of Ftir 
From the confines to Emdokne 
From Emdokne to Dar Miffeladin 
From Miffeladin to Cubcabea 
From Cube bea to Jelle 
From Jelle to Jimmer 

The Sultan of Jimmer is fubje<fi to Fur. — The people are Moham- 
medans. In the road is found water, and the foil is fand and 
rock. 

From Jimmer to Zeghawa - - E.f-N. 


:} 


S. E. 


E, 


ts. 

E. 


E. * S. 


- N.W.-JW. 

- N.E.-’N. 


Mountainous. 

The Sultan of Zeghawa is alfo dependent on Fftr. 
From Zeghawa to Tama 
From Tama to the confines 
From the confines to A-bu-fenCm 
From Abu-lenfin to Wara 


; j N.N.W. 


W. 


A Route fometimes taken by the Merchants of Bergoo . 

From Wara to Emjufhr 
From Emjfiffir to Time Degeou 


Another Route. 

From Wara to Jumbo 
From Jumbo to Doreng 
From Doreng to Dageou 
Sandy road — Mohammedans, 

From Dageou to KLergna 
From Kergna to Ghannim 
From Ghannim to Dreida 

This road is mountainous , foil fandy , many trees. 

The people Mohammedans, under the government of Bergoo. 
From Dreida to Beneia 
From Beneia to Dongata 
From Dongata to Bendala 
Mountain. 

From Bendala to Berjid » - 

From Berjid to Kibbeid . 

Mountainous, 



- s. s. w. 


Days. 


5 

u 


1 



I 


4 


2 


{ 


1 

2 


8 


2 

n 


X 

2 

2 

^ a 
2 


I 


X 

% 


13 


X 

% 


Zi 


aj 

3t 


From 



BROWNE’S JOURNIES IN THE INTERIOR OF AFRICA. 


®37 


From Kibbeid to Kajachfa 

'*1 

Eeariag. 

Da*nr,, 

From Kajachfa to Banian 

• ( 

> s. 

J*? 

From BanRn to Ain 

From Ain to Kuddano 


IS 

From Kuddano to Giz&n 

- 

S.E. 

*2 

From Gizan to Wara 

- 

5. 

4 

Another Route from Wara, and returning thither. 

From Wara to Middeisis - - - 

From Middeisis to Beit-el-Habbhba 

m 


^4 

l 3 

From Beit-el-Habbuba to Truanie 

m 

y n.e. 

J 9 i 

From Truanie to Gidid - 

From Gidid to Kuddano * 

From Kuddano to Wara 


^3 


Another Route. 

From Wara to Birket-el-Rumli - - * - W.S.W. 

From Birket-el-Rumli to Goze, or the fands - - N. 

From Goze to Dirota - - - - E. 

From Dirota to Butta - " * - E. 

From Butta to Wara - - - - - E. 


Near Butta is a fmall river, of which my informer remembered not 
the name. — This road is full of a fpecies of tree, whofe leaves are 
defcribed as white, and which bears a fruit, which, however, is 
not eaten, except by the camels, which are fond of it $ it is called 
( jjiXS Kulkul, forfan Cajfia tora Fors ? 


4 

2 

34 

2 


Route from Cobbe to the Copper Mines <f Ferttt, 

From Cobbe to Cuffe 
From Cuffe to Currio - 

From Currio to Treiga 
Sandy road. 

From Treiga to Beit Melek Eide 
From Beit Melek Eide to Dar Miffelad 

Rocky. 

From Dar MiffeRd to Dar Marra - • • 

Caffres — From Dar Marra to Dar Fungaro - " 

One day and a half mountain, the remainder forefi and clayey 

foil. . A • 

From Dar Fungaro to Dar-el-abid-ef-Sultan-Fur 
From the latter to Dar-el-Nahas 

Rocky road, earth where mijible is red. 

The people wear a flight covering over the parts of generation, 
in other refpe&s are quite naked. 

From Dar-el-Nahas to Bahr Taiftia - “ 

From Bahr Taifha to Bahr-el-abiad 

5 p 2 




S.4W. 


E. 


4 

H 


I 

3 

i 

3 
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Days, 

Bearing. 

The former falls into the latter at a place called Tendernt, which 
is peopled by idolaters, called Cufni. This fpot is full of palm trees, 
and another kind of tree, which by defcription would feem to be the 
cocoa. 

Here it is feen that the diftance between Cobb 6 and the copper 
mine is 234- days, dire&ion nearly S. and that a certain ftation on the 
Bahr-el-abiad is 74- days diftant from that place, direction gene- 
rally E. 

Route from. Dar Bergoo to ihe Sources of the Bahr-el-abiad. 

From Abu Telfdn South, ten days journey, is faid to be the fource 
of the Bahr-el-abiad: but the particulars of the route my informer 
was unable to give me, he not having travelled it. The placeis called 
Donga, and is the relidence of a chief or king of an idolatrous nation. 

The country there is very mountainous, and in the fpot where the 
river rifes are faid t© be forty diftinct hills : thefe are called Kumri. 

From them a great number of fprings iffue, which uniting into one 
great channel form the Bahr-el-abiad. The people of Bergoo go 
thither fometimes to feize captives, but there is no trade between 
them and the natives. The people are quite naked, black, and 
idolaters. The place is faid to be twenty days removed from the 
confines of Bornou. All the road thither is mountainous. From 
Donga to Shilltik 30 days. 
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TRAVELS 

IN THE 

INTERIOR DISTRICTS OF AFRICA. 

By Mungo Park.* 


CHAP. I . — The Author proceeds to TVaJftboo — is joined' by fame fugitive Kaartans , who 
accompany him in his Route through Bambarra. — Difcovers the Niger. — Some Account 
of Sego , the Capital of Bambarra. — Manfong , the King , refufes to fee the Author , but 
fends him aprefent. — Great Hofpitality of cl Negro Woman. 


XX^AWRA is a fmall town furrounded with high walls, and inhabited by a mixture 
' ’ of Mandingoes and Foulahs. The inhabitants employ themfelves chiefly in cul- 
tivating com, which they exchange with the Moors for fait. Here, beins in fecurity 
from the Moors, and very much fatigued, I refolved to reft myfelf ; and meeting with 
a hearty welcome from the Dooty, whofe name was Flancharee, I laid myfelf down, 
upon a bullock’s hide, and flept foundly for about two hours. The curioftty of the 
people would not allow me to fleep any longer. They had ieen my faddle and bridle, 
and were affembled in great number to learn who I was, and whence I came. Some 
were of opinion that I was an Arab ; others infilled that I was fome Moorifh Sultan ; 
and they continued to debate the matter with luch warmth, that the ncife awoke me. 
The Dooty (who had formerly been at Gambia} at laft interpofed in my behalf, ’ and 
affured them that I was certainly a white man ; but he was convinced, from my appear- 
ance, that I was a very poor one. 

In the courfe of the day, feveral women, hearing that I was going to Sego, came 
and begged me to inquire of Manfong, the king, what' was become of their children. 
One woman, in particular, told me that her fon’s name was Mamadee ; that be was 
no Heathen, but prayed to God morning and evening, and had been taken from her 
about three years ago, by Manfong’s army ; fince which lhe had never heard of him. 
She faid, file often dreamed about him ; and begged me, if I fliould fee him, either in 
Bambarra, or in my own country, to tell him, that his mother and filler were ftill alive. 
In the afternoon, the Dooty examined the contents of the leather bag, in which 1 had 
packed up my clothes ; but finding nothing that was worth taking, he returned it, and 
told me to depart in the morning. 

July 6th. It rained very much in the night, and at daylight I departed, in company 
with a Negto, who was going to a town called Dingy ee for com : but we had not pro- 
ceeded above a mile, before the afs upon which he rode kicked him off, and he re- 
turned, leaving me to profecute the journey by myfelf. 

I reached Dingyee about noon ; but the Dooty and moll of the inhabitants had gone 
into the fields to cultivate corn. An old Foulah, obferving me wandering about the 
town, defired me to come to his hut, where I was well entertained ; and the Dooty, 
when he returned, fent me fome victuals for mylelf, and com for my horfe. 


* 8yo, London, 1810. 
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'July 7th. In the morning, when I was about to depart, my landlord, with a great 
deal of diffidence, begged me to give him a lock of my hair. He had been told, he 
faid, that white men’s hair made a faphie, that would give to the poffeffor all the know- 
ledge of white men. I had never before heard of fo Ample a mode of education, but 
inftantly complied with the requeft ; and my landlord’s third for learning was 
fuch, that, with cutting and pulling, he cropped one fide of my head pretty clofely j 
and would have done the fame with the other, had I not fignified my difapprobation 
by putting on my hat, and affuring him, that I wifhed to feferve fome of this precious 
merchandize for a future occafion. * 

I reached a fmall town called Wafliboo, about twelve o’clock, where I was obliged 
to flop until an opportunity fhould offer of procuring a guide to Satile, which is didant 
a very long day’s journey, through woods without any beaten path. I accordingly 
took up my refidence at the Dooty’s houfe, where I daid four days ; during which time 
I amufed myfelf hy going to the fields with the family to plant com. Cultivation is 
carried on here on a very extenlive fcale ; and, as the natives themfelves exprefs it, 
“ hunger is never known.” In cultivating the foil, the men and women work together. 
They ufe a large fliarp hoe, much fuperior to that ufed in Gambia : but they are 
obliged, for fear of the Moors, to carry their arms with them to the field. The mader, 
with the handle of his fpear, marks the field into regular plats, one of which is affigned 
to every three flaves. 

On the evening of the 1 ith, eight of the fugitive Kaartans arrived at Wafliboo. — 
They had found it impollible to live under the tyrannical government of the Moors, 
and were now going to transfer their allegiance to the King of Bambarra. They 
offered to take me along with them as far as Satile ; and 1 accepted the offer. 

July 1 2th. At daybreak we fet out, and travelled with uncommon expedition until 
funf’ejt : we flopped only twice in the courfe of the day ; once at a watering-place in the 
woods, and another time at the ruins of a town, formerly belonging to Daify, called 
Illa-Cmpe (the corn town). When we arrived in the neighbourhood of Satil6, the 
people who were employed in the com fields, feeing fo many horfemen took us for a 
party of Moors, and ran fcreaming away from us. The whole town was indantly 
alarmed, and the flaves were feen, in every direction, driving the cattle and horfes to- 
wards the town. It was in vain that one of our company galloped up to undeceive them : 
it only frightened them the more ; and when we arrived at the town, we found the gates 
fhut, and the people all under arms. After a long parley we were permitted to enter ; 
and as there was every appearance of a heavy tornado, the Dooty allowed us to fleep in his 
baloon, and gave us each a bullock’s hide for a bed. 

_ July 13th. Early in the morning we again fet forward. The roads were wet and 
flippery, but the country was very beautiful, abounding with rivulets, which were 
increafed by the rain into rapid ftreams. About ten o’clock we came to the ruins of 
a village, which had been deftroyed by war about fix months before : and in order to 
prevent any town from being built there in future, the large Bentang tree, under which 
the natives fpent the day, had been burnt down ; the wells filled up ; and every thing 
that could make the fpot defirable, completely deftroyed. 

About noon, my horfe was fo much fatigued that I could not keep up with my 
companions ; I therefore difmounted, and defired them to ride on, telling them, that 
1 would follow as foon as my horfe had refled a little. But I found them unwilling 
to leave me j the lions, they faid, were very numerous in thofe parts, and though they 
might not fo readily attack a body of people, they would foon find out an individual ; 
it was therefore agreed, that one of the company Ihould flay with me, to aflift in 

driving 
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driving my horfe, while the others paffed on to Galloo, to procure lodgings, and col. 
led grafs for the horfes before night. Accompanied by this worthy Negro, 3 drove 
m,y horfe before me until about four o’clock, when we came in fight of Galloo, a con- 
fiderable town. Handing in a fertile and beautiful valley, furrounded with high rocks. 

As my companions had thoughts of fettling in this neighbourhood, they had a fine 
fheep given them by the Dooty ; and I was fortunate enough to procure plenty of corn 
for my horfe. Here they blow upon elephants teeth when they announce evening 
prayers, in the fame manner as at Kemmoo. 

Early next morning (July 14th), having firft returned many thanks to our landlord 
for his hofpitality, while my fellow-travellers offered up their prayers that he might 
never want, we let forward ; and about three o’clock arrived at Moorja ; a large town, 
fam ous for its trade in fait, which the Moors bring here in great quantities, to ex- 
change for corn and cotton cloth. As moll of the people here are Mahomedans, it is 
not allowed to the Kafirs to drink beer, which they call Uet-dollo (com fpirft,) except 
in certain houfes. In one of thefe I faw about twenty people fitting round large vef- 
fels of this beer, with the greateft conviviality ; many of them in a Hate of intoxication. 
As com is plentiful, the inhabitants are very liberal to ftrangers ; I believe we had as 
much com and milk fent us by different people, as would have been fufficient for 
three times our number ; and though we remained here two days, we experienced no 
diminution of their hofpitality. 

On the morning of the 16th, we again fet forward, accompanied by a coffle of 
fourteen affes loaded with fait, bound for Sanfanding. The mad was particularly ro- 
mantic, between two rocky hills ; but the Moors' fometimes lie in wait here to plunder 
ftrangers. As foon as we had reached the open country, the matter of the fait coffle 
thanked us for having ftaid with him fo long, and now defired us to ride on. The 
fun was almoft fet before we reached Datliboo. In the evening we had a moft tre- 
mendous tornado. The houfe in which we lodged, being flat-roofed, admitted the rain 
in ftreams ; the floor was foon ankle-deep, the fire extinguilhed, and. we were left to 
pafs the night upon fome bundles of fire-wood, that happened to lie in a comer. 

July 17th. We departed from Datliboo ; and about ten o’clock paffed a large coffle 
returning from Sego, with corn hoes, mats, and other houfehold utenfils. At five 
o’clock we came to a large village, where we intended to pafs the night, but the 
Dooty would not receive us. When we departed from this place, my horfe was fo 
much fatigued that I was under the neceflity of driving him, and it was dark before 
we reached Fanimboo, a fmall village ; the Dooty of which no fooner heard that I 
was a white man, than he brought out three old muikets, and was much difappointed 
when he was told that I could not repair them. 

July 18th. We continued our journey *, but, owing to a light fupper the preceding 
night, we felt ourfelves rather hungry 'this morning, and endeavoured to procure fome 
com at a village ; but without fuccefs. The towns were now more numerous, and 
the land that is not employed in cultivation affords excellent pafturage for large 
herds of cattle ; but owing to the great concourie of people daily going to and re- 
turning from Sego, the inhabitants are lefs hofpitable to ftrangers. 

My horfe becoming weaker and weaker every day, was now of very little fervice to 
me : I was obliged to drive him before me for the greater part of the day ; and did 
not reach Geoforro until eight o’clock in the evening. I found my companions wrang- 
ling with the Dooty, who had abfolutely refufed to give or fell them any provifions ; 
aqd as none of us had tailed victuals for the laft twenty-four hours, we were by no 
means difpofed to faft another day, if we could help it. But finding our entreaties 
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without effe£t, and being very much fatigued, I fell afleep, from which I was awakened, 
about midnight, with the joyful information “ Kinnenata ” (the victuals is come). This 
made the remainder of the night pafs away pleafantly ; and at day -break, July 19th, we 
refumed our journey, proposing io flop at a village called Doolinkeaboo, for the night 
following. My fellow-travellers, having better horfes than myfelf, foon left me, and I 
was walking barefoot, driving my horfe, when I was met by a coffle of flaves, about 
feventy in number, coming from fiego. They were tied together by their necks with 
thongs of a bullock’s hide, twilled like a rope, feven flaves ■upon a thong, and a man 
with a rnufket between every feven. Many of the flaves were ill-conditioned, and a 
great number of them women. In the rea r came Sidi Mahomed’s fervant, whom I re- 
membered to have feeu, at the camp of Benowm : he prefently knew me, and told 
me that thefe flaves were going to Morocco, by the way of Ludamar, and the Great 
Defert. 

In the afternoon, as I approached Doolinkeaboo, I met about twenty Moors on Jiorfe- 
back, the owners of the flaves I had feen in the morning ; they were well armed with 
muikets, and were very inquifitive concerning me, but not fo rude as their countrymen 
generally are. From them I learned that Sidi Mahomed was not at Sego, but had 
gone to Kancaba for gold dull:. 

When I arrived at Doolinkeaboo, I was informed that my fellow-travellers had gone 
on; but my horfe was fo much fatigued that I could not poffibly proceed after them. 
The Dooty of the town, at my requelt, gave me a draught of water, which is generally 
looked upon as an earned of greater hofpitality ; and I had -so <j(8ubt of making up 
for the toils of the day, by a good fupper and a found fleep : unfortunately, I had 
neither one nor the other." The night was rainy and tempeftuous, and the Dooty 
limited his hofpitality to the draught of water. 

July 20th. In the morning, I endeavoured, both by entreaties and threats, to pro- 
cure fome victuals from the Dooty, but in vain. I even begged fome corn from one 
of his female flaves, as fhe was wafhing it at the well, and had the mortification to 
be refufed. However, when the Dooty was gone to the fields, his wife fent me a 
handful of meal, which I mixed with water, and drank for breakfaft. About eight 
o’clock, I departed from Doolinkeaboo, and at noon flopped a few minutes at a large 
Korree ; where I had fome milk given me by the Foulahs. And hearing that two 
Negroes were going from thence to Sego, I was happy to have their company, and we 
fet out immediately. About four o’clock we flopped at a finall village, where one of 
the Negroes met with an acquaintance, who invited us to a fort of public entertainment, 
which was conduced with more than common propriety. A difh made of four milk and 
meal, called Sinkatoo , and beer made from their corn, was diflribuied with great 
liberality ; and the women were admitted into the fociety : a circumflance I had never 
before obferved in Africa. There was no compulfion ; every one was at liberty to 
drink as he pleafed : they nodded to each other when about to drink, and on fetting 
down the calabafh, commonly faid berka , (thank you). Both men and women appeared 
to be fomewhat intoxicated, but they were far from being quarrelfpme. 

Departing from thence we pafled feveral large villages, where I was conftantly taken 
for a Moor, and became the fubje£t of much merriment to the Bambarrans ; who, 
feeing me drive my horfe before me, laughed heartily at my appearance. — He has been 
at Mecca, fays one ; you may fee that by his clothes : another afked me if my horfe 
was lick ; a third wifhed to purchafe it. See. ; fo that I believe the very flaves were 
afhamed to be feen in my company. Juft before it was dark, we took up our lodging 
fojr the night at a finall village, where I procured fome victuals for myfelf and fome 
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corn for my horfe, at the moderate price of a button ; and was told that I fhould fee 
the Niger (which, the Negroes call Joliba or the great water), early the next day. The 
lions are here very numerous ; the gates are Quit a little after funfet, and nobody 
allowed to go out. The thoughts of feeing the Niger in the morning, and the trouble- 
fome buzzing of mulketoes, prevented me from {hutting my eyes during the night ; 
and I had faddled my horfe and was in readinefs before daylight ; but, on account of 
the wild beafts, we were obliged to wait until the people were {lining, and the gates 
opened. This happened to be a market-day at Sego, and the roads were every where 
filled with people carrying different articles to fell. We paffed four large villages, and 
at eight o’clock faw thefmoke over Sego. 

As we approached the town, I was fortunate enough to overtake the fugitive Kaar- 
tans, to whofe kindnefs I had been fo much indebted in my journey through Bambarra. 
They readily agreed to introduce me to the king ; and we rode together through fome 
marfhy ground, where, as I was anxioufly looking around for the river, one of them 
called out, geo affilli (fee the water) ; and looking forwards, I faw with infinite plea- 
fure the great object of my million ; the long-fought-for majeftic Niger, glittering to 
the morning fun, as broad as the Thames at Weftminfter, and flowing flowly to the- 
eajtward. I haftened to the brink, and having drank of the water, lifted up my fer- 
vent thanks in prayer, to the Great Ruler of all things, for having thus far crowned 
my endeavours with fuccefs. 

The circumftance of the Niger’s flowing towards the eaft, and its collateral points, 
did not, however, excite my furprife ; for although I had left Europe in great hefita- 
tion on this fubjed, and rather believed that it ran in the contrary diredion, I had made 
fuch frequent inquiries during my progrefs, concerning this river, and received from 
Negroes of different nations fiich clear and decifive affurances that its general courfe 
was towards the rijingfun , as fcarce left any doubt on my mind ; and more efpecially 
as I knew that Major Houghton had collected fimilar information, in the lame 
manner. 

Sego, the capital of Bambarra, at which I had now arrived, confills, properly fpeak- 
ing, of four diffind towns two on the northern bank of the Niger, called Sego Korro, 
and Sego Boo $ and two on the fouthern bank called Sego Soo Korro, and Sego See 
Korro. They are all furrounded with high mud walls $ the houfes are built of clay, of 
a fquare form, with flat roofs ; fome of them have two llories, and many of them are 
white-walhed. Befides thefe buildings, Moorilh mofques are feen in every quarter ; 
and the ftreets, though narrow, are broad enough for every ufeful purpofe, in a coun- 
try where wheel carriages are entirely unknown. From the bell inquiries I could make, 
I have reafon to believe that Sego contains altogether about thirty thoufand inhabitants* 
The King of Bambarra conllantly refides at Sego See Korro ; he employs a great many 
Haves in conveying people over the river, and the money they receive (though the flare 
is only ten kowrie {hells for each individual) furnilhes a confiderable revenue to the 
king, in the courfe of a year. The canoes are of a Angular conftrudion, each of them 
being formed of the trunks of two large trees, rendered concave, and joined together, 
not fide by fide, but end ways ; the junction being exadly acrofs the middle of the 
canoe : they are therefore very long and difproportionably narrow, and have neither 
decks nor mails j they are, however very roomy j for I obferved in one of them four 
horfes, and feveral people crofiing over the river. When we arrived at this ferry* with 
a view to pafs over to that part of the town in which the king refides-, we found a great 
number waiting for a paffage $ they looked at me with filent wonder, and I diltinguilhed 
vol. xvi. 5 q with 
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-with concern, many Moors among them. There were three different places of embark- 
ation, and the ferrymen were very diligent and expeditious ; but, from the crowd of 
people, I could not immediately obtain a paffage ; and fat down upon the bank of the 
river, to wait for a more favourable opportunity. The view of this extenlive city ; the 
jmfljgygug canoes upon the river j the crowded population and the cultivated ftate of the 
furrounding country, formed altogether a profpedt of civilization and magnificence 
which I little expeQed to find in the bofom of Africa. 

1 waited more than two hours without having an opportunity of crofting the 
river ; during which time the people who had croffed, carried information . to 
Manfong the king, that a white man was waiting for a paffage and. was coming 
to fee him. He immediately fent over one of his chief men, who informed . me 
that the king could not poffibly fee me until he knew what had brought me into 
his country ; and that I muff not prefume to crofs the river without the king’s 
permiffion. He therefore advifed me to lodge at a diftant village, to which he 
pointed, for the night ; and faid that in the morning he would give me further 
inftru&ions how to conduct myfelf. This was very difcouraging. However, as there 
was no remedy, I fet off for the village ; where I found, to my great mortification, 
that no perfon would admit me into his houfe. I was regarded with aftonifhment and 
fear, and was obliged to fit all day without victuals, in the (hade of a tree ; and the 
night threatened to be very uncomfortable, for the wind rofe, and there was great ap- 
pearance of a heavy rain ; and the wild beads are fo very numerous in the neighbour- 
hood that I fhould have been under the neceifity of climbing up. the tree, and refling 
among the branches. About funfet, however, as I was preparing to pafs the night 
in this manner, and had turned my horfe loofe, that he might graze at liberty, a 
woman returning from the labours of the field, flopped to obferve me, and perceiving 
that I was weary and deje&ed, inquired into my fituation, which I briefly explained to 
her : whereupon, with looks of great compaffion, fhe took up my faddle. and bridle, 
and told me to follow her. Having conducted me into her hut, fhe lighted up a 
lamp, fpread a mat on the floor, and told me I might remain there for the night. 
Finding that I was very hungry, fhe faid fhe would procure me fomething to cat. 
She accordingly went out, and returned in a fhort time with a very fine fifh ; which 
having caufed to be half broiled upon fome embers, fhe gave me for. fupper. The rites 
of hofpitality being thus performed' towards a ftranger in diftrefs, my worthy benefac- 
trefs (pointing to the mat, and telling me I might fleep there without apprehenfion) 
called to the female part of her family, who had ftood'gazing on me all the while in 
fixed aftonilhment, to refume their talk of fpinning cotton ; in which they continued 
to employ themfelves great- part of the night. They lightened their labour by fongs, 
one of which was compofed- extempore ; for I was myfelf the fubject ©f it. It was fung 
by one of the young women, the reft joining in a fort of chorus. The air was fweet 
aud plaintive, and the words, literally mandated were thefe. — “ The winds roared, and 
“ the rains fell. - The poor white man, faint and weary, came and fat under our tree, 
—he has no mother to bring him. milk ; • no wife to grind his corn. — Chorus . Let us 
“ pity the white man; no mother has he, &c. &c-.” — Trifling as this recital may 
appear to the reader, to a perfon in my fituation, the circumftance was affefling in the 
higheft degree. I was oppreffed by fuch unexpected kindnefs ; -and fleep fled from 
my eyes. In the morning I prefented my compailionate landlady with two of the four 
brafs buttons which remained on my waiftcoat the only recompenfe I could make 
heri 

July 
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July 2 1 ft. I continued in the village all this day, in convocation with the natives, 
who came in crowds to fee me ; but was rather uneafy towards evening, to find that 
no meffage had arrived from the king, the more fo, as the people began to whifper that 
Manfong had received fome very unfavourable accounts of me, from the Moors and 
Slatees refiding at Sego ; who it feems were exceedingly fufpidous concerning the 
motives of my journey. I learnt that many confultations had been held with the king, 
concerning my reception and difpofal : and fome of the villagers frankly told me, that 
I had many enemies, and mu ft expert no favour. 

July 2 2d. About eleven o’clock, a mefienger arrived from the king j but he gave 
me very little fatisfaGion. He inquired particularly if I had brought any prefent ; 
and feemed much difappointed when he was told that I had been robbed of every thir.g 
by the Moors. When I propofed to go along with him, he told me to flop until the 
afternoon, when the king would fend for me. 

July 23. In the afternoon another mefienger arrived from Manfong, with a bag 
in his hands. He told me it was the king’s pleafure that I fhould depart forthwith 
from the vicinage of Sego : but that Manfong, wilhing to relieve a white man in diftrefs, 
had fent me five thoufand kowries,* to enable me to purchafe provifions in the courfe 
of my journey ; the mefienger added, that if my intentions were really to proceed to 
Jenne, he had orders to accompany me as a guide to Sanfanding. I was, at firft, 
puzzled to account for this behaviour of the king ; but from the converfation I had 
with the guide, I had afterwards reafon to believe that Manfong would willingly have 
admitted me into his prefence at Sego ; but was apprehenfive he might not be able to 
protect me againft the blind and inveterate malice of the Moorifh inhabitants. His 
conduG, therefore, was at once prudent and liberal. The circumftances under which 
I made my appearance at Sego, were undoubtedly fuch as might create in the mind of 
the king, a well-warranted fufpicion that I wifhed to conceal the true object of my 
journey. He argued, probably, as my guide argued : who, when he was told, that l 
had come from a great diftance, and through many dangers, to behold the Joliba river, 
naturally inquired, if there were no rivers in my own country, and whether one river 
was not like another. Notwithftanding this, and in fpite of the jealous machinations 
of the Moors, this benevolent prince thought it fufficient, that a white man was found 
in his dominions, in a condition of extreme wretchednefs, and that no other plea was 
necefiary to entitle the fufferer to his bounty. 

CHAP. II. — Departure from Sego , and Arrival at Kabba. — Defcription of the Shea 
or vegetable Butter Tree. — The Author and his Guide arrive at Sanfanding . — 
Behaviour of the Moors at that Place . — The Author purfues his Journey to the 
Eaftward. — Incidents on the Road. — Arrives at Modiboo, and proceeds for Kea ; 
but obliged to leave his Horfe by the Way. — Embarks at Kea in a Fijherman's Canoe 
for Moorzan ; is conveyed from thence acrofs the Niger to Silla, . — Determines fo 
proceed no further Eaftward. — Some Account of the further Courfe of the Niger , and 
the Towns in its Vicinage , towards the Eqft. 

BEING, in the manner that has been related, compelled to leave Sego, I was 
conduced the fame evening to a village about feven miles to the eaftward, with fome 

* Mention has already been made of thefe little {hells, 'which, pafs current as money in many 
parts of the Eaft Indies as well as Africa. In Bambarra, and the adjacent countries, where the necef- 
faries of life are very cheap, one hundred of them would commonly purchafe a day's provifions for myfelfj 
and com for my horfe* I reckoned about two hundred and fifty kowries equal to one {Killing-, 
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of the inhabitants of which my guide was acquainted, and by whom we were well 
received.* He was very friendly and communicative, and fpoke highly of the hof- 
pitality of his countrymen ; but withal told me, that if Jennd was the place of my 
deltination, which he feemed to have hitherto doubted, I had undertaken an enter- 
prize of greater danger than probably I was apprized of : for, although the town bf 
Jenne was, nominally, a part of the King of Bambarra’s dominions, it was in fad, he 
faid, a city of the Moors ; the leading part of the inhabitants being Bulhreens, and 
even the governor himfelf, though appointed by Manfong, of the fame fed. Thus 
was I in danger of falling a fecond time into the hands of men who would confider it 
not only juftifiable, but meritorious, to deftroy me : and this reflection was aggravated 
by the circumitance that the danger increafed, as I advanced in my journey ; for. I 
learned that the places beyond Jennd were under the Moorilh influence, in a {till 
greater degree than Jenne itfelf; and Tombu&oo, the great objed of my fearch, 
altogether in poffefiion of that favage and mercilefs people, who allow no Chriftian to 
live there. But I had now advanced too far to think of returning to the weftward, on 
fuch vague and uncertain information, and determined to proceed ; and being accom- 
panied by the guide, I departed from the village on the morning of the 24th. About 
eight o’clock, we paffed a large town called Kabba, fituated in the midft of a beautiful 
and highly cultivated country ; bearing a greater refemblance to the centre of England, 
than to what I Ihould have fuppofed had been the middle of Africa. The people were 
every where employed in colleding the fruit of the Shea trees, from which they pre- 
pare vegetable butter.— Thefe trees grow in great abundance all over this part of 
Bambarra. They are not planted by the natives, but are found growing naturally 
in the woods ; and in clearing wood land for cultivation, every tree is cut down but 
the Shea. The tree itfelf yery much refembles the American oak ; and the fruit, 
from the kernel of which, being firft dried in the fun, the butter is prepared, by 
boiling the kernel in water, has fomewhat the appearance of a Spanifh olive. The 
kernel is enveloped in a lweet pulp, under a thin green rind; and the butter 
produced from it, befides the advantage of its keeping the whole year without fait, 
is whiter, firmer, and, to my palate, of a richer flavour than the belt butter I ever 
tailed made from cow’s milk. The growth and preparation of this commodity, feem 
to be among the firft objeds of African induftry in this and the neighbouring dates ; 
and it conftitutes a main article of their inland commerce. 

We paffed, in the courfe of the day, a great many villages, inhabited chiefly by 
fifliermen ; and in the evening about five o’clock arrived at Sanfanding ; a very large 
town, containing, as I was told, from eight to ten thoufand inhabitants. This place 
is much reforted to by the Moors, who bring fait from Beeroo, and beads and coral 
from the Mediterranean, to exchange here for gold dull, and cotton cloth. This cloth 
they fell to great advantage in Beeroo, and other Moorifh countries, where, on account 
of the want of rain, no cotton is cultivated. 

I defired my guide to condudt me to the houfe in which we were to lodge, by 
the moft private way poffible. We accordingly rode along between the town and the 
river, paffing by a creek or harbour, in which I obferved twenty large canoes, moll of 
them fully loaded, and covered with mats, to preveiit the rain from injuring the goods. 
As we proceeded, three other canoes arrived, two with paffengers, and one with goods. 

, * I fhould ha^e before obferved^ that I found the language of Bambarra, a fort of corrupted Mandingo. 
After a little jura&kp, I uuderftood, and fpoke it without difficulty, 

% I was 
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I was. happy to find that all the Negro inhabitants took me for a Moor; under which 
character I Ihould probably have patted unmolefted, had not a Moor, who was fitting by 
the river fide, difcovered the raiftake, and fetting up a loud exclamation, brought 
together a number of his countrymen. 

When I arrived at the houfe of Counti Mamadi, the Dooty of the town, I was fur- 
rounded with hundreds of people, fpeaking a variety of different dialects, all equally 
unintelligible to me. At length, by the affiftance of my guide, who aded as in- 
terpreter, I underftood that one of the fpedators pretended to have feen me at one 
place, and another at fome other place ; and a Moorifh woman abfolutely fwore that 
flie had kept my houfe three years at Gallam on the river Senegal. It was plain that 
they miftook me for fome other perfon ; and I defired two of the moft confident, to 
point towards the place where they had feen me. They pointed due fouth ; hence I 
think it probable that they came from Cape Coaft, where they might have feen many 
white men. Their language was different from any I had yet heard. The Moors now 
affembled in great numbers ; with their ufual arrogance, compelling the Negroes to 
Hand at a diftance. They immediately began to queftion me concerning my religion ; 
but finding that I was not matter of the Arabic, they fent for two men, whom they 
call llhuidi (Jews'), in hopes that they might be able to converfe with me. Thefe 
Jews, in drefs and appearance, very much refemble the Arabs ; but though they fo 
far conform to the religion of Mahomet, as to recite, in public, prayers from the Koran, 
they are but little refpected by the Negroes ; and even the Moors themfelves allowed, 
that though I was a Chriftian, I was a better man than a Jew. They, however, in- 
fitted, that, like the Jews, I mutt conform fo far as to repeat the Mahomedan prayers ; 
and when I attempted to wave the fubjed, by telling them that I could not fpeak 
Arabic, one of them, a Shereef from Tuat, in the Great Defert, ftarted up and fwore 
by the Prophet, that if I refufed to go to the mofque, he would be one that would 
affift in carrying me thither. And there is no doubt but this threat would have been 
immediately executed, had not my landlord interpofed in my behalf. He told them, 
that I was the king’s ftranger, and he could not fee me ill treated, whilft I was under 
his prote&ion. He therefore advifed them to let me alone for the night ; affuring 
them, that, in the morning I Ihould be fent about my bufinefs. This fomewhat appeafed 
their clamour ; but they compelled me to attend a high feat, by the door of the mofque, 
in order that every body might fee me ; for the people had affembled in fuch numbers 
as to be quite ungovernable ; climbing upon die houfes, and fqueezing each other, 
like the fpectators at an execution. Upon this feat I remained until funfet, when I 
was conduced into a neat little hut, with a fmall court before it ; the door of which 
Counti Mamadi {hut, to prevent any perfon from difturbing me. But this precaution 
could not exclude the Moors. They climbed over the top of the mud wall, and came 
in crowds into the court, in order, they faid, to fee me perform my evening devotions , 
and eat eggs . The former of thefe ceremonies, I did not think proper to comply with ; 
but I told them I had no objedion to eat eggs, provided they would bring me eggs 
to eat. My landlord immediately brought me feven hen’s eggs, and was much fur- 
prifed to find that I could not eat them raw ; for it feems to be a prevalent opinion 
among the inhabitants of the interior, that Europeans fubfift almoft entirely on this 
diet. When I had fucceeded, inperfuading my landlord that this opinion was without 
foundation, and that 1 would gladly partake of any victuals which he might think 
proper to fend me ; he ordered a lheep to be killed, and part of it to be dreffed for 
my fupper. About midnight, when the Moors had left me, he paid me a vifit, and 
with much eameftnefs defired me to write him a faphie. “ If a Moor’s faphiefs good, 
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(faid this hofpitable old man), a white man’s mull needs be better.” I readily fur- 
niflied him. with one, poffefled of all the virtues 1 could concentrate ; for it contained 
the Lord’s prayer. The pen with which it was written was made of a reed j a little 
charcoal and gum-water made very tolerable ink, and a thin board anfwered the pur- 
pofe of paper. 

July 25th. Early in the morning, before the Moors were aflembled, I departed 
from Sanfanding, and flept the enfuing night at a fmall town call Sibili ; from whence, 
on the day following, I reached Nyara, a large town at fome diftance from the river, 
where I halted the 27th, to have my clothes walhed, and recruit my horfe. The Dooty 
there has a very commodious houfe, flat roofed, and two Itories high. He fhewed 
me fome gunpowder of his own manufacturing ; and pointed out as a great curiofity 
a little brown monkey, that was tied to a flake by the door, telling me that it came 
from a far-diftant country, called Kong. 

July 28th. I departed from Nyara, and reached Nyamee about noon. This town 
is inhabited chiefly by Foulahs, from the kingdom of Mafina. The Dooty (1 know 
not why) would not receive me, but civilly fent his fon on horfeback, to condudt me 
to Modiboo ; which, he allured me, was at no great diftance. 

We rode nearly in a diredt line through the woods ; but in general went forwards 
with great circumfpedtion. I obferved that my guide frequently flopped, and looked 
under the bullies. On inquiring the reafon of this caution, he told me that lions 
were very numerous in that part of the country, and frequently attacked people tra- 
yelling through the woods. While he was fpeaking, my horfe ftarted, and looking 
round, I obferved a large animal of the camelopard kind. Handing at a little diftance. 
The neck and fore legs were very long ; the head was furnilhed with two Ihort black 
horns, turning backwards ; the tail, which reached down to the ham joint, had a 
tuft of hair at the end. The animal was of a moufe colour ; and it trotted away from 
us in a very lluggilh manner ; moving its head from fide to fide, to fee if we Were 
purfuing it. Shortly after this, as we were crofling a large open plain, where there 
were a few fcattered bulhes, my guide, who was a little way before me, wheeled his 
horfe round in a moment, calling out fomething in the Foulah language, which I did 
not underftand. I inquired in Mandingo what he meant ; Warn billi billi, a Very large 
lion, faid he j and made figns for me to ride away. But my horfe was too much 
fatigued : fo we rode ilowly paft the bufh, from which the animal had given us the 
alarm. Not feeing any thing myfelf, however, I thought my guide had been miftaken, 
when the Foulah fuddenly put his hand to his mouth, exclaiming, Soubah an alluhi 
(God preferve us !) and to my great furprife I then perceived a large red lion, at a 
ihort diftance from the bulh, with his head couched between his fore paws. I expedited 
he would inftantly fpring upon me, and inftinctively pulled my feet from my mrrups 
to throw myfelf on the ground, that my horfe might become the vidtim, rather than 
jnyfelf. But it is probable the lion was not hungry ; for he quietly fuffered us to 
•pals, though we were fairly within his reach. My eyes were fo rivetted upon this 
iovereign of the beafts, that I found it impoffible to remove them, until we were at 
a confiderable diftance. We now took a circuitous route, through fome fwampv 
ground, to avoid any more of thefe difagreeable rencounters. At funfet we arrived 
at Modiboo, a delightful village on the banks of the Niger, commanding a view of 
the river for many miles, both to the eaft and weft. The fmall green ifiands (the 
peaceful retreat of fome induftrioas Foulahs, whofe cattle are here fecure from the 
depredations of wild beafts,) and the majeftic breadth of the river, which is here much 
•larger than at Sego, render the fituation one of the moft enchanting in the world. 

Here 
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Here are caught great plenty of fifh, by means of long cotton nets, which the natives 
make themfelves, and ufe nearly in the fame manner as nets are ufed in Europe. I 
obferved the head of a crocodile lying upon one of the houfes, which they told me 
had been killed by the fhepherds, in a fwamp near the town. Thefe animals are not 
uncommon in the Niger; but I believe they are not oftentimes found dangerous. 
They are of little account to the traveller, when compared with the amazing fwarms 
of mufquetoes, which rife from the fwamps and creeks, in fuch numbers as to harafs 
even the moll torpid of the natives ; and as my clothes were now almoft worn to 
rags, I was but ill prepared to refill their attacks. I dually pa'Ied the night without 
fhutting my eyes, walking backwards and forwards, fanning myfelf with my hat ; their 
flings raifed numerous blifters on my legs and arms ; which, together with the want 
of reft, made me very feverifh and uneafy. 

July 29th. Early in the morning, my landlord obferving that I was fickly, hurried 
me away ; fending a fervant with me as a guide to Kea. Bat though I was little 
able to walk, my horfe was ftill lefs able to carry me ; and about fix miles to the eaft 
of Modiboo, in croffing fome rough clayey ground he fell ; and the united ftrength 
of the guide and myfelf, could not place him again upon his legs. I fat down for 
fome time belide this worn-out affodate of my adventures ; but finding him ftill unable 
to rife, I took off the faddle and bridle, and placed a quantity of grafs before him. I 
furveved the poor animal, as he lay panting on the ground, with fympathetic emotion ; 
for I "could not fupprefs the fad apprehenfion that I fiiould myfelf, in a Ihort time, lie 
down and perilh in the fame manner, of fatigue and hunger. With this foreboding 
I left my poor horfe ; and with great reluctance followed my guide on foot, along , 
the bank of the river, until about noon ; when we reached Kea, which I found to 
be nothing more than a fmall fifhing village. The Dooty, a furly old man, who was 
fitting by the gate, received me very coolly ; and when I informed him of my fituation, 
and begged his protection, told me, with great indifference, that he paid very little 
attention to fine fpeeches, and that I fhquld not enter his houfe. My guide remon- 
ftrated in my favour, but to no purpofe ; for the Dooty remained inflexible. in his 
determination. I knew not where to reft my wearied limbs, but was happily relieved 
by a fiftiing canoe, belonging to Silla, which was at- that moment coming down the 
river. The Dooty waved to the fi filer man to come near, and defired him to take 
charge of me as far as Moorzan. The fifherman, after fome hefitation, confented to 
carry me ; and I embarked in the’ canoe, in company with the fifherman, his wife, and 
a boy. The Negro who had conducted me from Modiboo, now left me ; I requefted 
him to look to my horfe on his return, and take care of him if he was ftill alive, 
which he promifed to do. 

Departing from Kea, we proceeded about a mile down - the river, when the fifher- 
man paddled the canoe to the bank, and defired me to jump out. Having tied the 
canoe to a flake, he ftripped off his clothes, and dived for fuch a length of time, that 
I thought he had actually drowned himfelf, and was furprifed to fee his wife behave 
with fo much indifference upon the occafion ; but my fears were over when he raifed 
up his head aflem of the canoe, and called for a rope. With this rope he dived a 
fecond time, and then got into the canoe, and ordered the boy to aflift him b pulling. 
At length, they brought up a large bafket, about ten feet in, diameter, containing two 
fine fifh, which the filherman (after returning the bafket bto the water) immediately 
carried afhore, and hid in the grafs. We then went a little further down, and took 
up another bafket, in whiph was one fifh. The fifherman now left us, to carry his 

3 prizes 
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prizes to fome neighbouring market ; and the woman and boy proceeded with me in 
the canoe, down the river. 

About four o’clock we arrived at Moorzan, a fiihing-town on the northern bank ; 
from whence I was conveyed acrofs the river to Silla, a large town ; where I remained 
until it was quite dark, under a tree, furrounded by hundreds of people. But their 
language was very different from the other parts of Batnbarra ; and I was informed 
that in my progrefs eaftward, the Bambarra tongue was but little underftood, and that 
when I reached Jenne, I ihould find that the majority of' the inhabitants fpoke a dif- 
ferent language, called Jenne Kummo , by the Negroes ; and KaJam Soudan , by the 
Moors. .» 

"With a great deal of intreaty, the Dooty allowed me to come into his baloon, to 
avoid the rain ; but the place was very damp, and I had a fmart paroxyfm of fever 
during the night. Worn down by ficknefs, exhaufted with hunger and fatigue ; half 
naked, and without any article of value, by which I might p'rocure provifions, clothes, 
or lodging ; I began to refled ferioufly on my fituation. I was now convinced by 
painful experience, that the obftacles to my further progrefs were infurmountable. 
The tropical rains were already fet in with all their violence ; the rice grounds and 
fwamps were every where overflowed ; and in a few days more, travelling of every 
kind, unlefs by water, would, be completely obftruded. The kowries which re- 
mained of the King of Bambarra’s prefent, were not fufficient to enable me to hire a 
canoe for any great diftance ; and I had but little hopes of fubfifting by charity, in a 
country where the Moors have fuch influence. But above all, I perceived that I was 
■ advancing more and more within the power of thofe mercilefs fanatics ; and from 
my reception both at Sego and Sanfanding, I was apprehenfive that, in attempting to 
reach even Jenne (unlefs under the protection of fome man of confequence amongfl 
them, which I had no means of obtaining), I fhould facrifice my life to no purpofe ; 
for my difcoveries would perifh with me. The profped either way was gloomy. In 
returning to the Gambia, a journey on foot of many hundred miles prefented itfelf 
to my contemplation, through regions and countries unknown. Neverthelefs, this 
feemed to be the only alternative ; for I faw inevitable deftrudion in attempting to 
proceed to the eaftward. With this convidion on my mind, I hope my readers will 
acknowledge, that I did right in going no farther. I had made every effort to exe- 
cute my million in its fulleft extent, which prudence could juftify. Had there been 
the moft diftant profped of a fuccefsful termination, neither the unavoidable hardlhips 
of the journey, nor the dangers of a fecond captivity, fhould have forced me to defift. 
This, however, neceffity compelled me to do ; and whatever may be the opinion of 
my general readers' on this point, it affords me inexpreffible fatisfadion, that my 
honourable employers have been pleafed, fince my return, to exprefs their full appro- 
bation of my condud. 

Having thus brought rpy mind, after much doubt and perplexity, to a deter- 
mination to-return weftward ; l thought it incumbent on me, before I left Silla, to 
colled from the Moorifh and Negro traders, all the information I could, concerning 
the further courfe of the Niger eaftward, and the fituation and extent of the king- 
doms in its vicinage ; and the following few notices I received from fuch various 
’quarters, as induce me to think they are authentic. 

Two Hunt days journey to the eaftward of Silla, is the town of Jenne, which is 
fituated on a fmall ifland in the river ; and is faid to contain a greater number of inha- 
bitants thaia Sego itfelf, or any other town in Bambarra. At the diftance of two days 

more. 
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more, the river fpreads into a confiderable lake, called Dibbie (or the dark lake), 
concerning the extent of which, all the information I could obtain was, that in crofling 
it, from weft to eaft, the canoes lofe fight of land one whole day. From this lake 
the water iffues in many different ftreams, which terminate in two large branches, one 
whereof flows towards the north-eaft, and the other to the eaft ; but thefe branches 
join at Sabre, which is one day’s journey to the fouthward of Tombudoo, and is the 
port or fhipping-place of that city. The tract of land which the two ftreams encircle, 
is called Jinbala, and is inhabited ffy Negroes ; and the whole diftance, by land, from. 
Jenne to Tombudoo, is twelve days* journey. 

From Kabra, at the diftance of eleven days’ journey, down the ftream, the river 
paffes to the fouthward of Houffa, which is two days’ journey diftant from the river. 
Of the further progrefs of this great river, and its final exit, all the natives with 
whom I converfed, feemed to be entirely ignorant. Their commercial purfuits feldom 
induce them to travel further than the cities of Tombudoo and Houffa ; and as the 
foie objed of thofe joumies is the acquirement of wealth, they pay but little attention, 
to the courfe of rivers, or the geography of countries. It is, however, highly probable 
that the Niger affords a fafe and eafy communication between very remote nations. ' 
All my informants agreed, that many of the Negro merchants who arrive at Tom- 
budoo and Houffa, from the eaftward, fpeak a different language from that of Bam- 
barra, or any other kingdom with which they are acquainted. But even thefe mer- 
chants, it would feem, are ignorant of the termination of the river, for fuch of them 
as can fpeak Arabic, defcribe the amazing length of its courfe in very general terms ; , 
faying only that they believe it runs to the world’s end. 

The names of many kingdoms to the eaftward of Houffa, are fa mil i a r to the 
inhabitants of Bambarra. I was fhewn quivers and arrows of very curious workman- 
fliip, which I was informed came from the kingdom of Kaflina. 

On the northern bank of the Niger, at a Ihort diftance from Silla, is the kingdom 
of Mafina, which is inhabited by Foulahs. They employ themfelves there, as in other 
places, chiefly in pafturage, and pay an annual tribute to the King of Bambarra, for 
the lands which they occupy. 

To the north-eaft of Mafina, is fituated the kingdom of Tombudoo, the great objed 
of European refearch : the capital of this kingdom being, one of the principal marts 
for that extenfive commerce which the Moors carry on with the Negroes. . The 
hopes of acquiring wealth in this purfuit, and zeal for propagating their religion, 
have filled this extenfive city with Moors and Mahomedan converts ; the King hitnfelf, 
and all the chief officers of ftate are Moors ; and they are faid to be more fevere and 
intolerant in their principles than any other of the Moorifh tribes in this part of Africa. 
I was informed by a venerable old Negro, that when he firft vifited lombudoo, he 
took up his lodging at a fort of public inn, the landlord of which, when he conduded 
him into his hut, fpread a mat on the floor, and laid a rope upon it; faying, ** If 
“ you are a Muffulman you are my friend, fit down; but if you are a Kafir, you are 
“ my Have, and with this rope I will lead you to market.” The prefent King of 
Tombudoo is named Abu Abrabima ; he is reported to poffefs. immenfe riches. His 
wives and concubines are faid to be clothed in filk, and the chief officers of ftate live 
in confiderable fplendour. The whole expence of his government is defrayed, as I was 
told, by a tax upon merchandize, which is colleded at the gates of the city. 

The city of Houffa (the capital of a large kingdom of the fame name, fituated to 
the eaftward of Tombudoo,) is another great mart for Moorifh commerce. I converfed 
with many merchants who had vifited that city ; and they all agreed that it is larger, 
vol. xvi. 5 R an< * 
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and more populous, thanTombuctoo. The trade, police, and government, are nearly 
the fame in both 3 but in Houffa, the negroes are in greater proportion to the Moors, 
and have fome lhare in the government. 4 

Concerning the fmall kingdom of Jinbala, I was not able to colled much informa- 
tion. The foil is faid to be remarkably fertile, and the whole country fo full of 
creeks and fwamps, that the Moors have hitherto been baffled in every attempt to 
fubdue it. The inhabitants are Negroes, and fome of them are faid to live in con- 
fiderable affluence, particularly thofe near the capital ; which is a refting-place 
for fuch merchants as tranfport goods from Tombuctoo to the. weftern parts of 
Africa. 

To the fouthward of Jinbala, is fituated the Negro kingdom of Gotto, which is 
faid to be of great extent. It was formerly divided into a number of petty ftates, 
which were governed by their own chiefs ; but their private quarrels invited invafion 
from the neighbouring kingdoms. At length a politic chief, of the name of Moofee, 
had addrefs enough to make them unite in hoftilities againft Bambarra ; and on this 
occafion he was unanimouily chofen general ; the different chiefs confenting for a 
time to ad under his command. Moofee immediately difpatched a fleet of canoes, 
loaded with provifions, from the banks of the lake Dibbie up the Niger, towards Jenn€, 
and with the whole of his army pulhed forwards into Bambarra. He arrived on the 
banks of the Niger oppofite to Jenne, before the.townfpeople had the fmalleft intima- 
tion of his approach ; his fleet of canoes joined him the fame day, and having landed the 
provifions, he embarked part of his army, , and in the night took Jenne by ftorm. This 
event fo terrified the King of Bambarra, that he fent meffengers to fue for peace, and 
in order to obtain it, confented to deliver to Moofee a certain number of flaves every 
year; and return everything that had been taken from the inhabitants of Gotto. 
Moofee, thus triumphant, returned to Gotto, where he was declared king, and the capital 
of the country is called by his name. 

On the weft of Gotto is the kingdom of Baedoo, which was conquered by the pre- 
rent King of Bambarra about feven years ago, and has continued tributary to him 
ever lince. 

Weft of Baedoo is Maniana ; the inhabitants of which, according to the beft informa- 
tion I was able to colledt, are cruel and ferocious : carrying their refentment towards 
their enemies fo far as never to give quarter ; and even to indulge themf^lves with 
unnatural and difgufting banquets of human flelh, 

I am well aware that the accounts which the negroes give of their enemies, ought to 
be received with great caution ; but I heard the fame account in fo many different king- 
doms, and from fuch variety of people, whofe veracity I had no occafion to fufpedt, that 
I am difpofed to allow it fome degree of credit. The inhabitants of Bambarra, in the 
courfe of a long and bloody war, mult have had frequent opportunities of fatisfying 
themfelves as to the fa£t ; and if the report had been entirely without foundation, I 
cannot conceive why the term Madummulo (man eaters), Ihoufd be applied exclufively 

to the inhabitants of Maniana. 
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CHAP. HI. — The Author returns Weftward — arrives at Modiho, and recovers 
his Horfe — finds great Difficulty in travelling, in confidence of the Rair.s, and the 
overflowing of the River ; — is informed that the King of Bambarra had fait Perfons 
to apprehend him ; — avoids Sega, and prof scutes his J oumey along the Banks of the 
Niger. — Incidents on the Road. — Cruelties attendant on African Wars. — The Author 
crojfes the River Frina , and arrives at Tcfisra. 

HAVING, for the reafons afijgned in the laft chapter, determined to proceed no 
farther eaftward than Silla, I acquainted the dcoty with myintention of returning to Sego, 
propofing to travel along the fouthern fide of the river ; but he informed me, that from 
the number of creeks and fwamps on that fide, it was impofiible to travel by any 
other route than along the northern bank ; and even that route, he faid, would foon. 
be imffaflable on account of the overflowing of the river. However, as he commended 
my determination to return weftward, he agreed to fpeak to fome one of the fifher- 
men to carry me over to Moorzan. I accordingly ftepped into a canoe about eight 
o’clock in the morning of July 30th, and in about an hour was landed at Moorzan. 
At this place I hired a canoe for fixty kowries, and in the afternoon arrived at 
Kea • where, for forty kowries more, the dooty permitted me to fleep in the fame 
hut ’with one of his flaves. This poor Negro, perceiving that 1 was fickly, and 
that my clothes were very ragged, humanely lent me a large cloth to cover me for 

the night. • ^ 

July 3 x ft. The dooty’s brother being going to Modiboo, I embraced the oppor- 
tunity of accompanying him thither, there being no beaten road. He promifed to carry 
my faddle, which I had left at Kea when my horfe fell down in the woods, as I now 
propofed to prefent it to the King of Bambarra.^- 

We departed from Kea at eight o’clock, and about a mile to the weftward obferved, 
on the bank of the river, a great number of earthen jars piled up together. They 
were very neatly formed, but not glazed ; and were evidently of that fort of pot- 
tery which is manufactured at Downie (a town to the weft of Tombu&oo), and 
fold to great advantage in different parts of Bambarra. As we approached towards 
the jars, my companion plucked up a large handful of herbage, and threw it upon 
them* Trying figns for me to do the feme, which I did. He then, with great 
ferioufnefs, told me that thefe jars belonged to fome fupematural power ; that they 
were found in their prefent fituation about two years ago : and as no perfon had 
claimed them, every traveller as he paffed them, from refpeft to the invifible pro- 
prietor, threw fome grafs, or the branch of a tree, upon the heap, to defend the jars 

from the rain. , . , ,, .. - , 

Thus converting, we travelled in the moft friendly manner until, unfortunately, 

we perceived the footfteps of a lion, quite ffefh in the mud, near the river fide. My 
companion now proceeded with great circumfpeaion j and at laft, coming to fome 
thick underwood, he infilled that I fliould walk before him. I endeavoured to 
excufe myfelf, by alledging that I did not know the road ; but he obftinately per- 
fifted - and after a few high words and menacing looks, threw down the faddle and 
went away. This very much difconcerted me : but as I had given up all hopes of 
obtaining a horfe, I could not think of encumbering myfelf with a faddle ; and taking 
off the ftirrups and girths, I threw the faddle into the river. The Negro no fooner 
few me throw the faddle into the water, than he came running from among the bullies 
where he had concealed bimfelf, jumped into the river, and by help of his fpear, 

5 r 2 brought 



park’s TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 


854 

brought out the faddle, and ran away with it. I continued my courfe along the bank ; 
but as the wood was remarkably thick, and I had reafon to believe that a lion was at 
no great diftanee, I became much alarmed, and took a long circuit through the bulhes 
to avoid him. 

About four in the afternoon I reached Modiboo, where I found my faddle. The 
guide, who had got there before me, being afraid that I fhould inform the King of his 
conduct, had brought the faddle with him in a canoe. 

While I was converfing with the dooty, and remonftrating againft the guide for 
having left me in fuch a fituation, I heard a horfe neigh in one of the huts ; and the 
dooty inquired, with a fmile, if I knew who was fpeaking to me ? He explained himfelf, 
by telling me that my horfe was ftill alive, and fomewhat recovered from his fatigue ; 
but he infilled that I Ihould take him along with me ; adding, that he had once kept a 
Moor’s horfe for four months, and when the horfe had recovered and got into good 
condition, the Moor returned and claimed it, and refufed to give him any reward for 
his trouble. 

Aug. xft. I departed from Modiboo, driving my horfe before me : and in the 
afternoon reached Nyamee, where I remained three days; during which time it 
rained without intermiffion, and with fuch violence, that no perfon could venture out 
of doors. 

» Aug. 5th. I departed! from Nyamee ; but the country was fo deluged, that I was 
frequently in danger of lofing the road, and had to wade acrofs the ■ favannahs for 
miles together, knee deep in wafer. Even the com ground, which is the drieft land 
in the country, was fo completely flooded, that my horfe twice ftuck fall in the mud, 
and was not got out without the greatell difficulty. 

In the evening of the fame day I arrived at Nyara, where I was well received 
by the dooty; and as the 6th was rainy, I did not depart until the morning of 
the yth ; but the water had fwelled to fuch a height, that in many places the road 
was fcarcely paffable ; and though I waded brealt deep acrofs the fwamps, I could 
only reach a frnall village called Nemaboo, where, however, for an hundred 
kowries, I procured from fome foulahs plenty of corn for my horfe, and milk for 
inyfelf. 

Aug. 8th. The difficulties I had experienced the day before, made me anxious 
to engage a fellow-traveller ; particularly as I was allured, that, in the courfe of a 
few days, the country would be fo completely overflowed, as to render the road 
utterly impaffable ; but though I offered two hundred kowries for a guide, nobody 
would accompany me. However, on the morning following, (Augult 9th,) a Moor 
and his wife, riding upon two bullocks, and bound for Sego with fait, paffed the 
village ; and agreed to take me along with them : but I found them of little fer- 
vice, for they were wholly unacquainted with the road, and being accuftomed to a 
fandy foil, were very bad travellers. Inftead of wading before the bullocks, to feel 
if the ground was folid, the woman boldly entered the firft fwamp, riding upon the 
top of the load ; but when file had proceeded about two hundred yards, the bullock 
funk into a hole, and threw both the load and herfelf among the reedsT The frightened 
httfband flood for fome time feemingly petrified with horror, and fuffered his wife to be 
almO'ft drowned before he went to her affiftance. 

About funfet we reached Sibity : but the dooty received me very coolly; and 
when I foliated for a guide to Sanianding, he told me his people were otherwife em- 
ployed. I wfls fbewn into a damp old hut, where I paffed a very uncomfortable night ; 
for when the walls of the hut arefoftened by the rain, they frequently become too 
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weak.to fupport the weight of the roof. I heard three huts fall during the night, 
and was apprehenfive that the hut I lodged in would be the fourth. In the morning, as 
I went to pull fome grafs for my horfe, I counted fourteen huts which had fatUn in 
this manner fince the commencement of the rainy feafon. 

It continued to rain with great violence all the 10th j and as the dooty refufed to 
give me any provifions, I purchafed fome com, which I divided with my horfe. 

Aug. nth. .The dooty compelled me to depart from the town, and I fet out for 
Sanfanding without any great hopes of faring better there than I had done at 
Sibity ; for I learned from people who came to vilit me, that a report prevailed, 
and was univerfally believed, that I had come to Bambarra as a fpy ; and as Manfong 
had not admitted me into his prefence, the dooties of the different towns were at 
liberty to treat me in what manner they pleaded. From repeatedly hearing the famp 
ftory, I had no doubt of the truth of it ; but as there was no alternative, I deter- 
mint d to proceed, and a little before funfet I arrived at Sanfanding. My reception 
was what I expected. Counti Mamadi, who had been fo kind to me formerly, 
fcarcely gave me welcome. Every one wiflied to fhun me, and my landlord fent a 
perfon to inform me, that a very unfavourable report was received from Sego concern- 
ing me, and that he wiflied me to depart early in the morning. About ten o’clock at 
night Counti Mamadi himfelf came privately to me, and informed me, that Manfong 
had difpatched a canoe to Jenne to bring me back ; and he was afraid I fhould find 
great difficulty in going to the weft; country. He advifed me, therefore, to depart from 
Sanfanding before daybreak ; and cautioned me againfl flopping at Diggani, or any 
town near Sego. 

Aug. 1 2th. I departed from Sanfanding, and reached Kabba in the afternoon. 
As I approached the town, I was furprifed to fee feveral people affembled at the gate ; 
one of whom, as I advanced, came running towards me, and taking my horfe by the 
bridle, led me round the walls of the town ; and then pointing^ to the weft, told me to 
go along, or it would fare worfe with me. It was in vain that I reprefented the dan- 
ger of being benighted in the woods, expofed to the inclemency -of the weather, and 
to the fury of wild beads. “ Go along,” was all the anfwer j and a number of 
people coming up, and urging me in the fame manner with great earneftnefs, I 
iufpe&ed that fome of the Eng’s meffengers, who were fent in fearch of me, were 
in the town ; and that thefe Negroes, from mere kindnefs, condu&ed me paft ft 
with a view to facilitate my efcape. I accordingly took the road for Sego, with the 
uncomfortable profpedl or paffing the night on the branches of a tree. After travel- 
ling about three miles, I came to a ftnall village near the road. The dooty was 
fplitting flicks by the gate; but I found I could have no admittance; and when 
I attempted to enter, he jumped up, and with the flick he held in his hand 
threatened to flrike me off the horfe, if I prefumed to advance another ftep. 

. At a little diftance from this village (and farther from the road), is another fmall 
one. I conje&ured, that being rather out of the common route the inhabitants might 
have fewer objections to give me houfe-room for the night ; and having croffqd fome 
corn fields, I fat down under a tree by the well. Two or three women came to draw 
water ; and one of them perceiving I was a ftranger, inquired whither I was going. 
I told her I was going for Sego, but being benighted on the road, I wifhed to flay at 
the village until morning ; and begged fhe would acquaint the dooty with my fitu- 
ation. In a little time the dooty fent for me, and permitted me to fleep ia. a 
large baloon, in one comer of which was conftrufted a kiln for drying the fruit of 
the Ihea trees : it contained about half a cart load of fruit, under which was kept 

up 



park’s TRAVELS IK AFRICA. 


85<5 

up a clear wood fire. I was informed that in three days the fruit would be ready for 
pounding and boiling ; and that the butter thus manufactured, is preferable to that 
which is prepared from fruit dried in the fun, efpecially in the rainy feafon, when the 
procefs by infolation is always tedious, and oftentimes ineffectual. 

Aug. 13th. About ten o’clock I reached a fmall village within half a mile of 
Sego, where I endeavoured, but in vain, to procure fome provifions. Every one 
feemed anxious to avoid me ; and I could plainly perceive, by the looks and behaviour 
of the inhabitants, that fome very unfavourable accounts' had been circulated con- 
cerning me. I was again informed that Manfong had fent people to apprehend me ; 
and the dooty’s fon told me I had no time to lofe, if I wilhed to get fafe out of 
Bambarra. I now fully faw the danger of my fituation, and determined to avoid Sego 
altogether. I accordingly mounted my horfe, and taking the road for Diggani, tra- 
velled as faft as I could, until I was out of fight of the villagers, when I ftruck to the 
weftward, through high grafs and fwampy ground. About noon, I {topped under a 
tree, to confider what courfe to take ; for I had now no doubt but that the Moors and 
Slatees had mifinformed the King refpefting the objeCt of my million, and that the 
people were abfolutely in fearch of me to convey me a prifoner to Sego. Sometimes I 
had thoughts of fwimming my horfe acrofs the Niger, and going to the fouthward for 
Cape Coaft j but reflecting that I had ten days to travel before I ihould reach Kong, 
and afterward an extenfive country to traverfe, inhabited by various nations, with 
whofe language and manners I was totally unacquainted, I relinquifhed this fcheme, 
and judged, that I Ihould better anfwer the purpofe of my million, by proceeding 
to the weftward along the Niger, endeavouring to afeertain how far the river was 
navigable in that direction. Having refolved upon this courfe, I proceeded accord- 
ingly ; and a little before funfet arrived at a Foulah village called Sooboo, where, 
for two hundred kowries, I procured lodging for the night. 

Aug. 14-th. I continued my courfe along the bank of the river, through a popu- 
lous and well cultivated country. I paffed a walled town called Kamalia*, without 
flopping ; and at noon rode through a large town called Samee, where there happened 
to be a market, and a number of people affembled in an open place in the middle 
of the town, felling cattle, cloth, corn, &c. I rode through the midft of them without 
being much obferved ; every one taking me for a Moor. In the afternoon I arrived 
at a fmall village called Binni, where I agreed with the dooty’s fon, for one hundred 
kowries, to allow me to flay for the night ; but when the dooty returned, he infilled 
that I fhould inftantly leave the place ; and if his wife and fon had not interceded for 
me, I mult have complied. 

Aug. 15th. About nine o’clock I paffed a large town called Sai, which very 
much excited my curiofity. It is completely furrounded by two very deep trenches, at 
about two hundred yards diftant from the walls. On the top of the trenches are a 
number of fquare towers ; and the whole has the appearance of a regular fortification. 
Inquiring into the origin of this extraordinary intrenchment, I learned from two of 
the townfpeople the following particulars ; which, if true, furnilha mournful pifture 
of the enormities of African wars. About fifteen years ago, when the prefent King 
of Bambarra’s father defolated Maniana, the dooty of Sai had two fons {lain in battle, 
fighting in the King’s caufe. He had a third fon living ; and when the King demanded 
a further reinforcement of men, and this youth among the reft, the dooty refilled to 
fend him. This conduft fo enraged the King, that when he returned from Maniana, 

* There is another town of this name hereafter to be mentioned. 
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about the beginning of the rainy feafon, and found the dooty protected by the inhabi- 
tants, he fat down before Sai with his army, and furrounded the town with the 
trenches I had now feen. After a liege of two months, the townfpeople became in- 
volved in all the horrors of famine ; and whilft the King’s army were feafting in 
their trenches, they law with pleafure the miferable inhabitants of Sai devour the 
leaves and bark of the bentang tree that Hood in the middle of the town. Finding, 
ho.wever, that the befieged would fooner perilh than furrender, the King had recourfe 
to treachery. He promifed, that if they would open the gates, no perfon Ihould be 
put to death, nor fuffer any injury but the dooty alone. The poor old man deter- 
mined to facrilice himfslf, for the fake of his fellow-citizens, and immediately walked 
over to the King’s army, where he was put to death. His fon, in attempting to efcape, 
was caught and maffacred in the trenches ; and the reft of the townfpeople were 
carried away captives, and fold as Haves to the different Negro traders. 

About noon I came to the village of Kaimoo, fituated upon the bank of the river ; 
and as the com I had purchafed at Sibili, was exhaufted, I endeavoured to purchafe 
a frelh fupply ; but was informed that com was become very fcarce all over the 
country ; and though I offered fifty kowries for a fmall quantity, no perfon would 
fell me any. As I was about to depart, however, one of the villagers (who probably 
miftook me for a Moorilh fliereef ) brought me fome as a prefent ; only defiring me 
in return, to beftow my bleffing upon him ; which I did in plain Englifh, and he 
received it with a thoufand acknowledgments. Of this prefent I made my dinnw ; 
and it was the third fucceffive day that I had fubfifted entirely upon raw corn. 

In the evening I arrived at a fmall village called Song, the furly inhabitants of 
which would not receive me, nor fo much as permit me to enter the gate; but as 
lions were very numerous in this neighbourhood, and 1 had frequently, in. the courfe 
of the day, feen the imprellion of their feet on the road, I refolved to ftay in the 
vicinity of the village. Having collected fome graft for my horfe, I accordingly 'lay 
down under a tree by the gate. About ten o’clock I heard the hollow roar of a 
lion at no great diftance, and attempted to open the gate ; but the people from within 
told me, that no perfon mud attempt to enter the gate without the dooty’s permit- 
lion. I begged them to inform the dooty that a lion was approaching the village, 
and I hoped he would allow me to come within the gate. I waited for an anfwer to 
this meffage with great anxiety ; for the lion kept prowling round the village, and 
once advanced fo very near me, that I heard him ruffling among the graft, and climbed 
the tree for fafety. About midnight the dooty with fome of his people opened the 
gate, and defired me to come in. They were convinced, they find, that I was not a 
Moor ; for no Moor ever waited any time at the gate of a village, without curfing the 
inhabitants. 

Aug. i’6th. About ten o’clock I paffed a confiderable town, with a mofque, 
calfod Jabbe. Here the country begins to rife into hills, and I could fee the fum- 
mits of high mountains to the weftward. I had very difagreeable travelling all this 
day, on account of the fwampineft of the roads ; for the river was now rifen to fuch 
a height, as to overflow great part of the flat land on both fides : and from the mud- 
dinefs of the water, it was difficult to difcern its depth. In croffing one of thefe 
fwamps, a little to the weftward of a town called Gangu, my horfe being up to the 
be lly in water, flipt fuddenly into a deep pit, and was almoft drowned before he 
co uld difengage his feet from the ftiff clay at the bottom. Indeed both the horfe 
an d his rider were fo completely covered with mud, that in paffing the village of Cal- 
limana, the people compared us to two dirty elephants. About noon. I flopped at a 
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frnall village near Yamina, where I purchafed fome corn, and dried toy papers and 
clothes. 

The town of Yamina, at a diftance, has a very fine appearance. It covers nearly 
the fame extent of ground as Sanfanding; but having been plundered by Daify, 
King of Kaarta, about four years ago, it has not yet refumed its former profperity ; 
nearly one half of the town being nothing but a heap of ruins : however, it is ftill a 
confiderable place, and is fo much frequented by the Moors, that I did not think it 
fafe to lodge in it : but, in order to fatisfy myfelf refpeding- its population and extent, 
I refolved to ride through it ; in doing which, I obferved a great many Moors fitting 
upon the Bentangs, and other places of public refort. Every body looked at me 
with aftonifhment ; but as I rode brilkly along, they had no time to alk queftions. 

I arrived in the evening at Farra, a walled village ; where, without much difficulty, 
I procured a lodging for the night. 

Aug. 17th. Early in the morning I purfued my journey, and at eight o’clock 
palled a confiderable town called Balaba : after which the road quits the plain, and 
ftretches along the fide of the hill. I patted in the courfe of this day the ruins of 
three towns j the inhabitants of which were all carried away by Daify, King of 
Kaarta, on the fame day that he took and plundered Yamina. Near pne of thefe 
ruins I climbed a tamarind tree, but found the fruit quite green and four j and the 
profpefl; of the country was by no means inviting j for the high grafs and bufhes 
feemed completely to obftrudt the road, and the low lands were all fo flooded by 
the river, that the Niger had the appearance of an extenfive lake. In the evening I 
arrived at Kanika, where the dooty, who was fitting upon an elephant’s hide at the 
gate, received me kindly j and gave me for fupper fome milk and meal ; which I 
considered (as to a perfon in my fituation it really was) a very great luxury. 

Aug. 1 8th. By miftake I took the wrong road, and did not difcover my error 
until I had travelled near four miles ; when coming to an eminence, I obferved the 
Niger confiderably to the left. Dire&ing my courfe towards it, I travelled through 
long grafs and bufhes, with great difficulty, until two o’clock in the afternoon j when 
I came to a comparatively fmall, but very rapid river ; which I took at firft for a 
creek, or one of the ftreams of the Niger. However, after I had examined it with 
more attention, I was convinced that it was a diftind river ; and as the road evidently 
crofifed it (for I could fee the pathway on the oppofite fide), I fat down upon the 
bank, in hopes that fome traveller might arrive, who would give me the neceffary 
information concerning the fording place ; for the banks were fo covered with 
reeds and bufhes, that it would have been almofl jmpoffible to land on the other 
fide, except at the pathway ; which, on account of the rapidity of the ftream, it 
feemed very difficult to reach. No traveller, however, arriving, and there being a 
great appearance of rain, I examined the grafs and bufhes, for fome way up the bank, 
and determined upon entering the river confiderably above the pathway, in order to 
reach the other fide before the ftream had fwept me too far down. With this view I 
fattened my clothes upon the faddle, and was ftanding up to the neck in water, pul- 
ling my horfe by the bridle to make him follow me, when a man came accidentally 
to the place, and feeing me in the water, called to me with great vehemence to come 
out. The alligators, he faid, would devour both me and my horfe, if we at- 
tempted to fwim over. When I had got out, the ftranger, who had never before 
feen a European, feemed wonderfully furprifed. He twice put his hand to bis 
mouth, exclaiming in a low tone of voice, “ God preferve me ! who is, this!” but 
when he heard me fpeak the Bambarra tongue, and found that I was gjirog the 

fame 



park’s TRAVELS IN' AFRICA. 


fame way as himfelf, he promifed to affill me in croffing the river ; the name of 
which he told me was Frina. He then v/ent a little way along the bank, and 
called to fome perfon, who anfwered from the other fide. In a Ihort time a canoe, 
with two boys, came paddling from among the reeds : thefa boys agreed far fifty 
kowries, to tranfport me and my horfe over the river, which was enacted without 
much difficulty ; and l arrived in the evening at Tafiara, a walled town ; and foon 
difcovered that the language of the natives was improved, from the corrupted dialed 
of Bambarra, to the pure Mandmgo. 


CHAP. IV. — Inhofpitable Reception at Tajfara. — A Negro Funeral at Scobs. — Tee 
Author continues his Route through federal Tillages along the Banks of the Niger , 
until he comes to Koolikorro. Supports himfelf by writing Saphies — reaches Ma- 
raboo — lofes the Road; and after many Difficulties arrives at Bammakoo. — Takes the 
Road for Sibidooloo— meets with great Kindnefs at a Tillage called Kooma ; — is after « 
wards robbed, ' Jlripped, and plundered by Banditti . — The Author's Refource and 
Confolation under exquifite Dijlrefs. — - He arrives in Safety at Sibidooloo, 

ON my arrival at Taffara, I inquired for the dooty, but was informed that he had 
died a few days before my arrival, and that there was, at that moment, a meeting of the 
chief men for eleding another ; there being fome difpute about the fucceffion. It was 
probably owing to this unfettled flate of the town that I experienced fuch a want of 
hofpitality in it; for though I informed the inhabitants that I fhould only remain 
with them for one night, and affured them that Manfong had given me fome kowries 
to pay for my lodging, yet no perfon invited me to come in ; and I was forced to fit 
alone under the bentang tree, expofed to the rain and wind of a tornado, which 
lafted with great violence until midnight. At this time the ftranger, who had affifted 
me in croffing the river, paid me a vifit, and obferving that I had not found a lodging, 
invited me to take part of his fupper, which he had brought to the door of his hut : 
for being a gueft himfelf, be could not, without his landlord’s confent, invite me to 
come in. After this, I flept upon fome wet grafs in the comer of a court. My horfe 
fared ftill worfe than myfelf ; the corn I had purchafed being all expended, and I could 
not procure a fupply. ' 

Aug. 20th. I palled the town of Jaba, and Hopped a few minutes at a village called 
Somino, where I begged and obtained fome coarfe food, which the natives prepare from 
the hulks of com, and call Boo w # About two o’clock I came to the village of Sooha, 
and endeavoured to purchafe fome corn from the dooty, who was fitting by the gate ; 
but without fuccefs. I then requefted a little food by, way of charity, but was told he 
had nclne to fpare. 'Whilfl I was examining the countenance of this inhofpitable old 
man, and endeavouring to find out the caufe of the fullen difeontent, which was vifible 
in big eye, he called to a Have who was working in the com-field at a little diftance, 
and ordered him to bring his hoe along with him. The dooty then told him to dig 
a hole in the ground; pointing to a fpot at no great diftance. The Have, with his 
hoe, began to dig a pit in the earth ; and the dooty, who appeared to be a man of a 
very fretful difpofition, kept muttering arid talking to himfelf until the pit was almoft 
finilhed, when he repeatedly pronounced the words dankatco (good for nothing) ; 
jankra lemon (a real plague) ; which expreffions I thought could be applied to nobody 
but myfelf ; and as the pit had very much the appearance of a grave, I thought it pru- 
dent to mount my horfe, and was about to decamp, when the Have, who had before 
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gone into the village, to my furprife, returned with the corpfe of a boy about nine 
or ten years of age, quite naked. The negro carried the body by a leg and an 
arm, and threw it into the pit with a favage indifference, which I had never before 
feen. As he covered the body with earth, the dooty .often exprefied himfelf 
naphula attimata (money loft) ; whence I concluded that the boy had been one of his 
flaves. 

Departing from this Ihocking fcene, I travelled by the fide of the river until funfet, 
when I came to Koolikorro ; a confiderable town, and a great market for fait. Here 
I took up my lodging at the houfe of a Bambarran, who had formerly been the Have 
of a Moor, and in that character had travelled to Aoran, Towdinni, and many other 
places in the Great Defert ; but turning Muflulman, and his mafter dying at Jenne, he 
obtained his freedom, and fettled at this place, where he carries on a confiderable trade 
in fait, cotton-cloth, &c. His knowledge of the world has not leflened that fuperftitious 
confidence in faphies and charms, which he had imbibed in his earlier years; for when 
he heard that I was a Chriftian, he immediately thought of procuring a faphie ; and for 
this purpofe brought out his walha, or writing board ; alluring me, that he would drefs 
me a fupper of rice, if I would write him a faphie to proted him from wicked men. 
The propofal was of too great confequence to me to be refufed ; I therefore wrote 
the board Full from top to bottom, on both fides; and my landlord, to be certain of 
having the whole force of the charm, walked the writing from the board into a cala- 
balh with a little water, and having faid a few prayers over it, drank this powerful 
draught ; after which, left a fingle word Ihould efcape, he licked the boar'd until it was 
quite dry. A faphie writer was a man of too great confequence to be long concealed : 
th$ important information was carried to the dooty, who fent his fon with half a Iheet 
of writing-paper, defiring me to write him a naphula faphie (a charm to procure wealth). 
He brought me, as a prefent, fome meal and milk ; and when I had finilhed the faphie, 
and read it to him with an audible voice, he feemed highly fatisfied with his bargain, 
and promifed to bring me in the morning fome milk for my breakfaft. When I had 
finilhed my fupper of rice and fait, I laid myfelf down upon a bullock’s hide, and flept 
very quietly until morning; this being the firft good meal and refrelhing fleep that I had 
enjoyed for a long time. 

Aug. 2 1 ft. At daybreak I departed from Koolikorro, and about noonpaffed the 
villages of Kayoo and Toolumbo. In the afternoon I arrived at Maraboo ; a large town, 
and, like Koolikorro, famous for its trade in fait. I was conducted to the houfe of a 
Ksiartan, of the tribe of lower, by whom I was well received. This man had acquired 
h confiderable property in the flave trade : and, from, his hofpitality to ftrangers, was 
called by way of pre-eminence, Jattee(jhe landlord); and his houfe was a fort of public 
inn for all travellers. Thofe who had money were well lodged, for they always, made 
him fome return for his kindnefs ; but thofe who had nothing to give, were content to 
accept whatever he thought proper ; and as I could not rank myfelf among the monied 
men, I was happy to take up my lodging in the fame hut with feven poor fellows who 
had come from Kancaha in a canoe. But orur landlord fent us fome victu als . 

Aug. 2 ad. One of the landlord’s fervants went with me a little way from the 
town to lhew me what road to take; but whether from ignorance or*defign I know 
not > dire&ed me wrong ; and I did not difeover my miftake until the day was far ad- 
vanced;., when, coming to a deep creek, I had fome thoughts of turning back ; but as by 
that means j, fprefaw that I could not pofirbly reach Bammakoo 'before night, I refblved 
tocrofs it ; and, leading my horfe clofe to the brink, I went behind him, and pufiip£ipm 
headlong into tha f at^r, and then taking the bridle in my teeth, fwam the 
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ether fide. This was the third creek I had croffed in this manner fince I had left 
Sego ; but having fecured my notes and memorandums in the crown of my hat, I 
received little or no inconvenience from fuch adventures. The rain and heavy dew 
kept my clothes conftantly wet ; and the roads being very deep and full of mud”, fuch 
a walhing was fometimes pleafant, and oftentimes neceSary. I continued travelling, 
through high grafs, without any beaten road, and about noon came to the river ; the 
banks of which are here very rocky, and the force and roar of the water were very 
great. The King of Bambarra’s canoes, however, frequently pafs thefe rapids, by 
keeping clofe to the bank ; perfons being ftationed on the £hore with ropes fattened 
to the canoe, while others pufli it forward with long poles. At this time, however, 
it would, I think, have been a matter of great difficulty for any European boat to have 
croffed the ftream. About Four o’clock in the afternoon, having altered my courfe 
from the river towards the mountains, I came to a frnall pathway, which led to a vil- 
lage called Frookaboo, where I flept. 

. Aug. 23d. Early in the morning I fet out for Bammakoo, at which place I arrived 
about five o’clock in the afternoon. I had heard Bammakoo much talked of as a great 
market for fait, and I felt rather difappointed to find it only a middling town, not quite 
fo large as Marraboo ; however, the fmallnefs of its fize is more than compenfated by 
the riches of its inhabitants ; for when the Moors bring their fait through Kaarta or 
Bambarra, they conftantly reft a few days at this place ; and the Negro merchants here, 
who are well acquainted with the value of fait in different kingdoms, frequently pur- 
chafe by wholefale, and retail it to great advantage. Here I lodged at the home of a 
9era-Woolli negro, and was vifited by a number of Moors. They fpoke very good 
Mandingo, and were more civil to me than their countrymen had been. One of them 
had travelled to Rio Grande, and fpoke very highly of the Chriftians. He feat me in 
the evening fome boiled rice and milk. I now endeavoured to procure information 
concerning my route to the weftward, from a flave-merchant who had refided fome 
y ear s on the Gambia. He gave me fome imperfedt account of the diftance, and enu- 
merated the names of a great many places that lay in the way 5 but withal told me that 
the road was impaffable at this feafon of the year : he was even afraid, he faid, that I 
fhould find great difficulty in proceeding any farther ; as the road croffed the Jofiba 
at a town about half a day’s journey to the weftward of Bammakoo; and there being 
no canoes at that place large enough to receive my horfe, I could notpoffibly get him. 
over for fome months to come. This was an obftru&bn of a very ferious nature ; but 
as I had no money to maintain myfelf even for a few days, I refolved to pufh on, and 
if I could not convey my horfe acrofs the river, to abandon him, and fwim over my- 
felf. In thoughts of this nature I paffed the night, and in the morning confulted with 
my landlord how I fhould furmount the prefent difficulty. He informed me that one 
road ftill remained, which was indeed very rocky, and fcarcelypaflable for horfes ; but 
ihat if I tad a proper guide over the hills to a town called Sibidooloo, he had no 
doubt, but with patience and caution, I might travel forwards through Handing. I 
immediately applied to the dooty, and was informed that a JillrKea (finging man) was 
about to depart for Sibidooloo, and would fhew me the road over the hills. With this 
man, who undertook to be my conductor, I travelled up a rocky glen about two miles, 
when we came to a frnall village; and here my mufical fellow-traveller found out that 
he had brought me the wrong road. He told me that the horfe-road lay on the other 
fide of the hill, and throwing his drum upon his back, mounted up the rocks, where 
indeed no horfe could follow him, leaving me to admire his agility, and trace out a 
road for myfelf. As I found it impoffible to proceed, I rode back to the level ground, 
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and direfling my courfe to the eaftward, came about noon to another glen, and di£. 
covered a path on which I obferved the marks of horfes’ feet : following this path, I 
came in a fhort time to fome fhepherds’ huts, where I was informed that I was in the 
right road, but that I could not poffibly reach Sibidooloo before night. Soon after 
this I gained the fummit of a hill, from whence I had an extenfive view of the country. 
Towards the fouth-eaft, appeared fome very diftant mountains, which I had formerly 
feen from an eminence near Marraboo, where the people informed me, that thefe 
mountains were fituated in a large and powerful kingdom called Kong ; the fovereign 
of which could raife a much greater army than the King of Bambarra. Upon this 
height the foil is fhaliow ; the rocks are iron-ftone and fchiilus, with detached pieces 
of white quartz. 

A little before funfet, I defcended on the north- weft fide of this ridge of hills, and 
as I was looking about for a convenient tree, under which to pafs the night (for I had 
no hopes of reaching any town), I defcended into a delightful valley, and foon 
afterwards arrived at a romantic village called Kooma, This village is furrounded 
by a high wall, and is the foie property of a Mandingo merchant, who fled hither with 
his family during a former war. The adjacent fields yield him plenty of corn, his 
cattle roam at large in the valley, and the rocky hills fecure him from the depreda- 
tions of war. In this obfcure retreat he is feldom vifited by ftrangers, but whenever 
this happens, he makes the weary traveller welcome. I foon found myfelf furrounded 
by a circle of the harmlefs villagers. They afked me a thoufand queftions about my 
country; and, in return for my information, brought corn and inilk for inyfelf, and 
grafs for my horfe : kindled a fire in the hut where I was to fleep, and appeared very 
anxious to ferve me. 

Aug. 25th. I departed from Kooma, accompanied by two fliepherds, who were 
going towards Sibidooloo. The road was very fteep and rocky, and as my horfe had 
hurt his feet much in coming from Bamtnakoo, he travelled flowly and with great 
difficulty; for in many places the afcent was fo flharp, and the declivities fo great, 
that if he had made one falfe ftep, he muff inevitably have been dallied to pieces. The 
fhepherds being anxious to proceed, gave themfelves little trouble about me or my 
horfe, and kept walking on at a confiderable diftance. It was about eleven o’clock, 
as I flopped to drink a little water at a rivulet (my companions being near a quarter 
of a mile before me), that I heard fome people calling to each other, and prefently 
a loud fcreaming, as from a perfon in great diftrefs. I immediately conjeflured that a 
lion had taken one of the fhepherds, and mounted my horfe to have a better view of 
what had happened. , The noife, however, ceafed ; and I rode flowly towards the 
place from whence I thought it had proceeded, calling out, but without receiving any 
abfwer. In a little time, however, I perceived one of the fliepherds lying among 
the long grafs near the road ; and though I could fee no blood upon him, I concluded 
he was dead. But when I came clofe to him, he whifpered me to flop; telling me that 
a party of armed men had feized upon his companion, and fhot two arrows at himfelf 
as he was making his efcape. I flopped to confider what courfe to take, and looking 
round, faw at a little diftance a man fitting upon the flump of a tree ; I diftinguifhed 
alfo the heads of fix or feven more, fitting among the grafs with mufkets m their 
hands. I had now no hopes of efcaping, and therefore determined to ride forward 
towards them. As I approached them, I was in hopes they were elephant hunters : 
and by way of opening the converfation, inquired if they had Ihot any thing; but 
without retufnmg an anfwer, one of them ordered me todifmount; and .theft*, as if 
fecollefling himfelf, wived with his hand for me to proceed. I accordingly rode 
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paft, and had with fome difficulty crofted a deep rivulet, when I heard fomebody 
holloa ; and looking behind, faw thofe I had taken for elephant hunters, running 
after me, and calling out to me to turn back. I flopped until they were all come 
up ; when they informed me that the King of the Foulahs had fent them on purpofe 
to bring me, my horfe, and every thing that belonged to me, to Fooladoo; and 
that therefore I mull turn back, and go along with them. Without hefitating a 
moment, I turned round and followed them, and we travelled together near a 
quarter of a mile, without exchanging a word ; when coming to a dark place of the 
wocd, one of them faid, in the Mandingo language, {i this place 'will do and 
immediately fnatched my hat from my head. Though I was by no means free of 
apprehenfion. yet I refolved to fhew as few figns of fear as poffible, and therefore 
told them, that unlefs my hat was returned to me, I fhould proceed no further. But 
before I had time to receive an anfwer, another drew his knife, and feizing upon a 
metal button which remained upon my waiftcoat, cut it off, and put it into his 
pocket. Their intentions were now obvious ; and I thought that the eafier they were 
permitted to rob me of every thing, the lefs I had to fear. I therefore allowed them 
to fearch my pockets without refiftance, and examine every part of my apparel, 
which they did with the moft fcrupulous exacinefs. But obfcrving that I had one 
waiftcoat under another, they infilled that I fhould caft them both off ; and at laft, to 
make fure work, ftripped me quite naked. Even my half boots (though the foie of 
one of them was tied on to my foot with a broken bridle rein) were minutely 
infpe&ed. Whilft they were examining the plunder, I begged them, with great 
earneftnefs, to return my pocket compafs ; but when I pointed it out to them, as it 
was lying on the ground, one of the banditti, thinking I was about to take it up, 
cocked his mufket, and {wore that he would lay me dead on the fpot, if I prefumed to 
put my hand upon it. After this, fome of them went away with mv horfe, and the 
remainder flood confidering whether they fhould leave me quite naked, or allow me 
fomething to fhelter me from the fun. Humanity at laft prevailed : they returned 
me the worft of the two fhirts, and a pair of trowfers ; and, as they went away, one of 
them threw back my hat, in the crown of which I kept my memorandums ; and this 
was probably the reafon they did not wife to keep it. After they were gone, I fat for 
fome time looking around me with amazement and terror. Whichever way I turned, 
nothing appeared but danger and difficulty. I faw nryfelf in the midft of a vaft 
wildernefs in the depth of the rainy feafon, naked and alone; furrounded by favage 
animals, and men ftill more favage. I was five hundred miles from the neareft 
European fettlement. All thefe circumftances crowded at once on my recollection 
and I confefs that my fpirits began to fail me. I confidered my fate as certain, and 
that I had no alternative^ but to lie down and perifh. The influence of religion, 
however, aided and fupported me.' I reflected that no human prudence or forefight 
could poffibly have averted my prefentfufferings. I was indeed a ftranger in a ftrange 
land, yet I was ftill under the protecting eye of that Providence who has conde- 
fcended to call himfelf the ftranger’s friend. At this moment, painful as my reflec- 
tions were, the extraordinary beauty of a fmall mofs, in fructification, irrefiftibly 
caught my eye. I mention this to fhew from what trifling circumftances the mind 
will fometimes derive confolation ; for though the whole plant was not larger than 
the top of one of my fingers, I could not contemplate the delicate conformation of its 
roots, leaves, and capfula, without admiration. Can that Being (thought I), who 
planted, watered, and brought to perfection, in this obfcure part of the world, 3. thing 
which appears of fo fmall importance, look with unconcern upon the fituatioh. and 
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fufferings of creatures formed after his own image? — finely not! Reflections like 
thefe, would not allow me to defpair. I ftarted up, and difregarding both hunger 
and fatigue, travelled forwards, allured that relief was at hand ; and I was not dis- 
appointed. In a fhort time I came to a fmall village, at the entrance of which I over- 
took the two fhepherds who had come with me from Kooma. They were much fur- 
prifed to fee me; for they faid, they never doubted that the Foulahs, when they had 
robbed, had murdered me. Departing from this village, we travelled over feveral 
rocky ridges, and at funfet, arrived at Sibidooloo ; the frontier town of the kingdom 
of Manding. 

CHAP. V. — Government of Manding . — The Author’s Reception by the Manfa , or 
chief Man of Sibidooloo , who takes Meafures for the Recovery of his Horfe and 
Effects. — The Author removes toWonda; — great Scarcity and its affliEling Confe- 
quences . — The Author recovers his Horfe and Clothes; — -prefents his Horfe to the 
Manfa; and profecutes his Journey to Kamalia — Some Account of that Town . — 
The Author's kind Reception by Karfa Taura, a Slatee , who propofes to go to the Gambia 
in the next dry Seafon, with a Caravan <f Slaves, — The Author's Sicknefs , and 
Determination to remain and accompany Karfa. 

THE town of Sibidooloo is fituated in a fertile valley, furrounded with high rocky 
hills. It is fcarcely accefiible for horfes, and during the frequent wars between the 
Bambarrans, Foulahs, and Mandingoes, has never once been plundered by an 
enemy. When I entered the town, the people gathered round me, and followed me 
into the baloon ; where I was presented to the dooty or chief man, who is here 
called manfa, which ufually fignifies king. Neverthelefs, it appeared to me that the 
government of Manding was a fort of republic, or rather an oligarchy ; every town 
having a particular Manfa, and the chief power of the Hate, in the laft refort, being 
lodged in the affembly of the whole body. I related to the manfa the circumftances 
of my having been robbed of my horfe and apparel : and my ftory was confirmed 
by the two fhepherds. He continued fmoking his pipe all the time I was fpeaking ; 
but I had no fooner finifhed, than taking his pipe from his mouth, and toffing up 
the fleeve of his coat with an indignant air, “ fit down (faid he), you {hall have every 
“ thing reftored to you ; I have fwom it — and then turning to an attendant, 
46 give the white man (faid he) a draught of water ; and with the firft light of the 
“ morning go over the hills, and inform the dooty of Bammakoo, that a poor white 
“ man, the King of Bambarra’s ftranger, has been robbed by the King of Fooladoo’s 
“ people.” 

■ 1 little expe&ed, in my forlorn condition, to meet with a man who could thus feel 
for my fufferings. I heartily thanked the manfa for his kindnefs, and accepted his 
invitation to remain with him until the return of the meffenger. I was conducted 
_ into a hut, and had fome victuals fent me, but tlpe crowd of people which affembled 
* to fee me, all of whom commiferated my misfortunes, and vented imprecations againft 
the Foulahs, prevented me from fleeping until palt midnight. Two days I remained 
without hearing any intelligence of my horfe or clothes; and as there was at this 
time a great fcarcity of provifions, approaching even to famine, all over this part 
of the country, I was unwilling to trepafs any farther on the manfa’s generality, an4 
begged permifEon to. depart to the next village. Finding me very anxious to proceed; 
he told me that -I might go as far as a town called Wonda, where he hoped, I would 
remain a few dayfe; until I heard fome account of my horfe, &c. * ' 
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I departed accordingly on the next morning of the 28th, and flopped at iome fmall 
villages for refrefhment. I was prefented at one of them with a diih which I had 
never before feen. It was compofed of the bloffoms or anibera of the maize, 
ftewed in milk and water. It is eaten only in time of great fcarcity. On the 30th, 
about noon, I arrived at Wonda ; a fmall town with a mofque, and furrouuded by a 
high wall. The manfa, who was a Mahomedan, acted in two capacities : as chief 
magiftrate of the town, and fchoolmafter to the children. He kept his fchool in an 
open fhed, where I was defired to take up my lodging, until fome account fhould 
arrive from Sibidooloo, concerning my horfe and clothes ; for though the horfe was 
of little ufe to me, yet the few clothes were effential. The little raiment upon me 
could neither proteft me from the fun by day, nor the dews and mufquetoes by night: 
indeed, my fhirt was not only worn thin, like a piece of muflin, but withal was fo 
very dirty, that I was happy to embrace an opportunity of walhing it; which having 
done, and fpread it upon a bufh, I fat down naked, in the fhade, until it was dry. 

Ever fince the commencement of the rainy feafon, my health had been greatly 
on the decline. I had often been affedted with flight paroxyftns of fever ; and from 
the time of leaving Bammakoo, the fymptoms had confiderably increafed. As I 
was fitting in the maimer defcribed, the fever returned with fuch violence, that it 
very much alarmed me ; the more fo, as I had no medicine to flop its progrefe, 
nor any hope of obtaining that care and attention which my fituation required. 

I remained at Wonda nine days ; during which time I experienced the regular 
return of the fever every day. And though I endeavoured as much as poffible to 
conceal my diftrefs from my landlord, and frequently lay down the whole day, out 
of his fight, in a com field ; confcious how burthenfome I was to him and his 
famil y, in a time of fuch great fcarcity.; yet I found that he was apprized of my 
fituation : and one morning as I feigned to be afleep -by the fire, he obferved to his 
wife, that they were likely to find me a very troublefome and chargeable gueft; for 
that, in my prefent fickly ftate, they fhould be obliged, for the fake of their good name, 
to maintain me until I recovered or died. 

The fcarcity of provifions was certainly felt at this time moft feverely by the poor 
people, as the following circumftance moft painfully convinced me. Every evening, 
during my flay, I obferved five or fix women come to the mania’s houfe, and receive 
each of them a certain quantity of corn. As I knew how valuable this article was at this 
jundure, I inquired of the manfa, whether he maintained thefe poor women from pure 
bounty, or expe&ed a return when the harveft fhould be gathered in. ** Obferve that 
te J 30 y j Paid he (pointing to a fine child about five years of age) ; “ his mother has 
a f 0 ]d him to me, for forty days’ provifion for herfelf and the reft of her family. I 
« have bought another boy in the fame manner.” Good God, thought I, what 
inuft a mother fuffer, before Ihe fells her own child ! I could not get this melancholy 
fubjed out of my mind, and the next night, when the women returned for their 
allowance, I defired the boy to point out to me his mother, which he did. She was 
much emaciated, but had nothing cruel or favage in her countenance ; and when fhe 
had received her corn, Ihe came and talked to her fon, with as much cheerfujnefs as 
if,he had ftill been under her care. 

' Sept. 6th. Two people arrived from Sibidooloo, bringing with them my horfe and 
clothes ; but I found that my pocket compafs was broken to pieces. This was a grqat 
lofs, which I could not repair. 

, Sept. 7th. As my horfe was grazing near the brink of a well, the ground gave 
wav, and he fell in. The well was about ten feet diameter, and fo very deep, . 
J that 
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tfiat when I faw ray horfe fnorting in the water, I thought it was impoffible to fave 
him. The inhabitants of the village, however, immediately affembled, and having 
tied together a number of withes * they lowered a man down into the well, who 
fattened thofe withes round the body of the horfe ; and the people, having firft 
drawn up the man, took hold of the withes, and to my furprife pulled the horfe out 
with the greateft facility. The poor animal was now .reduced to a mere fkeleton 
and the roads were fcarcely pafiable, being either very rocky, or elfe full of mud 
and water; I therefore found it impra&icable to travel' with him any farther, and 
was happy to leave him in the hands of one who I thought would take care of 
him. I accordingly prefented him to my landlord ; and defired him to fend my 
faddle and bridle, as a prefent, to the manfa of Sibidooloo ; being the only return 
I could make him, for having taken fo much trouble in procuring my horfe and 

I now thought it neceffary, fick as I was, to take leave of my hofpitable landlord. On 
the morning of Sept. 8th, when I was about to depart, he prefented me with his fpear, 
as a token of remembrance, and a leather bag to contain my clothes. Having con- 
verted my half boots into fandals, I travelled with more eafe, and flept that night at 
a village called Ballanti. On the 9th, I reached Nemacoo ; but the manfa of the 
village thought fit to make me fup upon the camelion’s difh. By way of apology, 
however, he affured me the next morning, that the fcarcity of corn was fuch, that he 
could i^ot poffibly allow me any. I could not accufe him of unkindnefs, as all the 
people a&ually appeared to be ftarving. 

Sept. 10th. It rained hard all day, and the people kept themfelves in their huts. 
In the afternoon I was vifited by a Negro, named Modi Lemina Taura, a great trader, 
who fufpeding my diftrefs, brought me fome victuals ; and promifed to condud me 
to his houfe at Kinyeto the day following. 

Sept. nth. I departed from Nemacoo, and arrived at Kinyeto in the evening; 
but having hurt my ancle in the way, it fwelled and inflamed fo-much that I could 
neither walk nor fet my foot to the ground the next day, without giving pain. 
My landlord obferving this, kindly invited me to flop with him a few days ; and 
I accordingly remained at his houfe until the 14th; by which time I felt much 
relieved, and could walk with the help of a ftaff. I now fet out, thanking my land- 
lord for his great care and attention ; and being accompanied by a young man, who 
was travelling the fame way, I proceeded for Jerijang, a beautiful and well cui- 
tivated diftricfcy the manfa of which is reckoned the tnoft powerful chief of any in 
Manding. 1 

On. the 15th, I reached Dofita, a large town, where I ftaid one day on account of 
the rain ; but continued very fickly, and was flightly delirious in the night. On the 
r 7 th 1 [ et ^ for Manfia, a confiderable town, where fmall quantities of gold are 
colleSed. The road led over a high rocky hill, and my ftrength and fpirits were fo 
much exhaufted, that before I could reach the top of the hill I was forced to lie down 
three times, being very feint and fickly. I reached Manfia in the afternoon. The 
manfa of this town had the character of being very inhofpitable ; he however fent me a 
little corn for my fupper, but demanded fomething in return; and when I affured 
him that I had nothing of value in my poffefiion, he told me (as if in jeft), that my 
white . 1 km fhould not defend me, if I told him lies. He then fhewed me the hut 
wherem I was to lleep ; but took away my fpear, faying that it fhould be returned 

• From a plant called labia, that climbs like a vine upon the treta. 
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to me in the morning. This trifling circumftance, when joined to the character I 
had heard of the man, made me rather fufpicious of him ; and I privately defired one 
of the inhabitants of the place, who had a bow and quiver, to fleep in the fame hut with 
me. About midnight, I heard fomebody approach the door, and obferving the moon- 
light {hike fuddenly into the but, I ftarted up, and faw a man flapping cautioufly over 
the threfhold. I immediately fnatched up the Negro’s bow and quiver, the rattling 
of which made the man withdraw ; and my companion looking out, allured me that 
it was the manfa himfelf, "and advifed me to keep awake until the morning. I clofed 
the door, and placed a large piece of wood behind it ; and was wondering at this 
unexpe&ed vifit, when fomebody prefled fo hard againft the door, that the Negro 
could fcarcely keep it Ihut. But when I called to him to open the door, the intruder 
ran off, as before. 

Sept. 1 6th. As foon as it was light, the Negro, at my requeft, went to the mania's 
houfe and brought away my fpear. He told me that the matifa was afleep, and left 
this inhofpitable chief ftiould devife means to detain me, he advifed me to fet out before 
he was awake, which I immediately did ; and about two o'clock reached Kamalia, a 
fmall town, fituated at the bottom of fome rocky hills, where the inhabitants colled 
gold in considerable quantities. The bufhreens here live apart from the kafirs, and have 
- built their huts in a fcattered manner, at a fhort diftance from the town. They have a 
place fet apart for performing their devotions in, to which they give the name of mijfura, 

• or mofque ; but it is in fad nothing more than a fquare piece of ground made level, and 
furrounded with the trunks of trees, having a. fmall projection towards the eaft, where 
the marraboo, or prieft, ftands when he calls the people to prayers. Mofques of this 
conftrudion are very common among the converted Negroes ; but having neither walls 
nor roof, they can only be ufed in fine weather. When it rains, thebuflireens perform 
their devotions in their huts. 

On my arrival at Kamalia, I was conduded to the houfe of a bulhreen named 
Karfa Taura, the brother of him to whofe hofpitality I was indebted at Kinyeto. He 
was colleding a coffie of Haves, with a view to fell them to the Europeans on the 
Gambia as foon as the rains (hould be over. I found him fitting in his baloon furrounded 
by feveral flatees, who propofed to join the coffle. He was reading to them from an 
Arabic book ; and inquired, with a fmile, if I underftood it ? Being anfwered in the 
negative, he defired one of the flatees to fetch the little curious book, which had been 
brought from the weft country. On opening this fmall volume, I was furprifed and 
delighted, to find it our Book of Common Prayer ; and Karfa exprefled great joy to 
hear that I could read it ; for fome of the flatees who had feen the Europeans upon, 
the coaft, obferving the colour of my ikin (which was now become very yellow from, 
ficknefs), my long beard, ragged clothes, and extreme poverty ; were unwilling to 
admit that I was a white man, and told Karfa, that they fufpected I was fome Arab 
in difguife. Karfa, however, perceiving that I could read this book, had no doubt 
concerning me ; and kindly promifed me every afliftance in his power. At the feme 
time he informed me that it was impoffible to crofs the Jallonka wildemefs for many 
months yet to come, as no lefs than eight rapid rivers, he feid, lay in the way. He 
added, that he intended to fet out himfelf for Gambia as foon as the rivers were ford- 
able, and the grafs burnt ; and advifed me to ftay and accompany him. He remarked, 
that when a caravan of the natives could not travel through the country, it was idle 
for a Angle white man to attempt it. I readily admitted that fuch an attempt was 
an aft of rafhnefs, but I affured him that I had now no alternative ; for having no 
money to fupport myfelf, I muft either beg my fubfiftence, by travelling ftqm place to 
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place, or periih for want. Karfa now looked at me with great eameftnefs, and inquired 
if I could eat the common victuals of the country ; alluring me he had never before 
feen a white man. He added, that if I would remain with him until the rains were 
over, he would give me plenty of viduals in the meantime, and a hut to fleep in ; 
and that after he had conducted me in fafety to the Gambia, I might then make him 
what return I thought proper. I afked him if the value of one prime Have would 
fatisfy him. He anfwered in the affirmative ; and immediately ordered one of the 
huts to be fwept for my accommodation. Thus was I delivered, by the friendly care 
of this benevolent Negro, 1j from a fituation truly deplorable. Diftrels and famin e 
prefled hard upon me j I had, before me, the gloomy wilds of Jallonkadoo, where the 
traveller fees no habitation for five fucceffive days. I had obferved at a diftance, the 
rapid courfe of the river Kokoro. I had almoft marked out the place where I was 
doomed, I thought, to periih, when this friendly Negro ftretched out his hofpitable 
hand for my relief. 

In the hut which was appropriated for me, I was provided with a mat to fleep on, 
an earthen jar for holding water, and a fmall calabalh to drink out of ; and Karfa 
fent me from his own dwelling, two meals a day ; and ordered his Haves to fupply me 
with fire-wood and water. But I found that neither the kindnefs of Karfa, nor any 
fort of accommodation could put a flop to the fever which weakened me, and which 
became every day more alarming. I endeavoured as much as poflible to conceal my 
diftrefs ; but on the third day after my arrival, as I was going with Karfa to vifit 
fome of his friends, I found myfelf fo faint that I could fcarcely walk, and before we 
reached the place, I daggered, and fell into a pit from which the clay had been 
taken to build one of the huts. Karfa endeavoured to confole me with the hopes 
of a fpeedy recovery ; alfuring me, that if I would not walk out in the wet, I Ihould 
foon be well. I determined to follow his advice, and confine myfelf to my hut ; 
but was Hill tormented with the fever, and my health continued to be in a very pre- 
carious ftate for five enfuing weeks. Sometimes I could . crawl out of the hut, and 
fit a few hours in the open air ; at other times I was unable to rife, and paflbd the 
lingering hours in a very gloomy and folitary manner. I was feldora vifited by 
any perfon except my benevolent landlord, who came daily to inquire after iny 
health. When the rains became lefs frequent, and the country began to grow dry, 
the fever left me ; but in fo debilitated . a condition, that I could fcarcely Hand 
upright, and it was with great difficulty that I could carry my mat to the {hade of 
a tamarind tree, at a Ihort diftance, to enjoy the refrelhing fmell of the corn-fields, 
and delight my eyes with a profped of the country. I had the pleafure, at length, 
to find myfelf in a ftate of convalefcence : towards which the benevolent ,and 
fimple manners of the Negroes, and the perufal of Karfa’s little volume, greatly 
contributed. 

In the mean time, many of the flatees who' refided at Kamalia, having fpent all 
their money, and become in a great meafure dependent upon Karfa’s hofpitality, 
beheld me with an eye of envy, and invented many ridiculous and trifling ftorics 
to leffen me in Karfa’s efteem. And in the beginning of December, a Sera-Woolli 
flatee, with five flaves, arrived from Sego : this man too, fpread a number of malicious 
reports concerning me ; but Karfa paid no attention to them, and continued to fliew 
me the fame kindnefs as formerly. As I was one day converfing with the flaves 
which this_ flatee had brought, one of them begged me to give him fome viduals. I 
told him I was, a ftranger, and had none to give. He replied, « I gave you viduals 
when you was hungry.— Have you forgot' the man who brought you milk at Kar- 
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nuikalla ? But (added he, with a figh) the irons were not then upon my legs /** I 
immediately recollected him, and begged fome ground nuts from Karfa to give him, as 
a return for his former kindnefs. He told me that he had been taken by the Bambarrans, 
the day after the battle at Joka, and fent to Sego, where he had been purchafed by his 
prefent matter, who was carrying him down to Kajaaga. Three more of thefe Saves 
were from Kaarta, and one from Waffela, all of them prifoners of war. They flopped 
four days at Kamalia, and were then taken to Bala, where they remained until the river 
Kokoro was fordable, and the grafs burnt. 

In the beginning of December Karfa propofed to complete his purchafe of Haves ; 
and for this purpofe collected all the debts which were owing to him in. his own 
country. And on the 19th, being accompanied by three llatees, he departed for 
Kancaba, a large town on the banks of the Niger j and a great Have-market. Mott of 
the Haves, who are fold at Kancaba, come from Bambarra j for Manfong, to avoid the 
expence and danger of keeping all his prifoners at Sego, commonly fends them in 
fmall parties to be fold at the different trading towns ; and as Kancaba is much 
reforted to by merchants, it is always well fupplied with Haves which are fent thither 
up the Niger in canoes. When Karfa departed from Kamalia , he propofed to return 
in the courfe of a month ; and during his abfence I was left to the care of a good old 
bulhreen who aCted as fchoolmafter to the young people of Kamalia. 

Being now left alone, and at leifure to indulge my own reflections, it was an 
opportunity not to be negleCted of augmenting and extending the obfervations I had 
already made on the climate and productions of the country ; and of acquiring a 
more perfed knowledge of the natives, than it was poffible for me to obtain in the 
courfe of a tranfient and perilous journey through the country. I endeavoured like- 
wife to colled all the information I could concerning thofe important branches of 
African commerce, the trade for gold, ivory, and Haves. Such was my employment, 
during the remainder of my flay at Kamalia ; and I fhall now proceed to lay before my 
readers the refult of my researches and inquiries ; avoiding, as far as I can, a repetition 
of thofe circumftances and obfervations, which were related, as occaiion arofe, in the 
narrative of my journey. 

CHAP. VI. *— Of the Climate and Seafons . — * Winds . — Vegetable Productions. — > 
Population. — General Obfervations on the Character and Difpojttion of the Mandin- 
goes ; and a fummary Account of their Manners and Habits of Life, their Mar- 
riages, 

THE whole of my route, both in going and returning, having been confined to 
a trad of country bounded nearly by the x 2th and 15th parallels of ladtude, the reader 
muft imagine that I found the climate in moft places extremely hot j but no where 
did I feel the heat fo intenfe and oppreffive as in the camp at Benowm, of which 
mention has been made in a former place*. In fome parts, where the country afcends 
into hills, the air is at all times comparatively cool j yet none of the diftri&s which 
I traverfed, could properly be called mountainous. About the middle of June, the 
hot and fultry atmofphere is agitated by violent guffs of wind (called tornadoes'), ac- 
companied with thunder and rain. Thefe ufher in what is denominated the rainy 
feafon ; which continues until the month of November. During this time the diurnal 
rains are very heavy: and the prevailing winds are from the fouth-weft. The termination 
of the rainy feafon, is likewife attended with violent tornadoes j after which the wind 

* Not inferred in this extract. — Edit. 
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fcifts to the north-eafl, and continues to blow from that quarter, during the reft of 
the year. 

When the wind fets in from the north-eaft it produces a wonderful change in the 
face of the country. The grafs foon becomes dry and withered; the rivers fubfide 
very rapidly, and many of the trees fhed their leaves. About this period is commonly 
felt the harmattan, -a dry and parching wind, blowing from the north-eaft, and ac- 
companied by a thick fmoky haze; through which the fun appears of a dull red colour. 
This wind, in palling over the great defert of Sahara, acquires a very ftrong attra&ion 
for humidity, and parches up every thing expofed to its current. It is, however, 
reckoned very falutary, particularly to Europeans, who generally recover their health 
during its continuance. I experienced immediate relief from ficknefs, both at Dr. 
Laidley’s and at Kamalia, during the harmattan. Indeed, the air, during the rainy 
feafon, is fo loaded with moifture, that clothes, (hoes, trunks, and every thing that is 
not clofe to the fire, become damp and mouldy ; and the inhabitants may be faid to 
live in a fort of vapour bath ; but this dry wind braces up the folids, which were 
before relaxed, gives a cheerful flow of fpirits, and is even pleafant to refpiration. Its 
ill effects are, that it produces chaps in the lips, and afflifl^^ny of the natives with 
fore eyed. 

Whenever the grafs is fufficiently dry, the Negroes fet it on fire ; but in Luda- 
mar, and other Moorifh countries, this practice is not allowed ; for it is upon the 
withered ftubble that the Moors feed their cattle, until the return of the rains. The 
burning the grafs in Manding exhibits a fcene of terrific grandeur. In the middle of 
the night, I could fee the plains and mountains, as far as my eye could reach, 
varigated with lines of fire ; and the light reflected on the fky, made the heavens 
appear in a blaze. In the daytime, pillars of fmoke were feen in every dire&ion; 
while the birds of prey were obferved hovering round the conflagration, and pouncing 
down upon the fnakes, lizards, and other reptiles, which attempted to efcape from 
the flames. This annual burning is foon followed by a frefh and fweef verdure, and 
the country is thereby rendered more healthful and pleafant. 

Of the moft remarkable and important of the vegetable productions, mention has 
already been made ; and they are nearly the fame in all the diftri&s through which 
I paffed. It is obfervable, however, that although many fpecies of the edible roots 
which grow in the Weft India iflands, are found in Africa, yet I never faw, in any 
part of my journey, either, the fugar-cane, the coffee or the cocoa tree j nor could I 
learn, on inquiry, that they were known to the natives. The pine apple, and the 
thoufand other delicious fruits, wjfeuch the induftry of civilized man (improving the 
bounties of nature), has brought to fuch great perfection in the tropical climates of 
America, are here equally unknown. I obferved, indeed, a few orange and banana 
trees near the mouth of the Gambia ; but whether they were indigenous, or were 
formerly planted there by fome of the white traders, I could not pofitively learn. I 
fufped that they were originally introduced by the Portuguefe. 

Concerning property in the foil ; it appeared to me that' the lands in native woods 
were confiderfed as belonging to the King, or (where the government was not monsir- 
chial) to the ftate. When any indiyidual of free condition, had the means of culti- 
vating more land than he actually pdfieffed, he applied to the chief man of the diftriCt, 
who allowed, him an extenfion of territory, bn condition of forfeiture if the lands 
were not brought into cultivation by a given period. The condition bang fulfilled, 
the foil became Vefted in the pofieffor ; and for aught that appeared to me, defcended 
to his heirs. 
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The population, however, confidering the extent and fertility of the foil, and the 
safe with which lands are obtained, is not very great, in the countries which I vifited. 

I found many excenflve and beautiful diftricts, entirely deititute of inhabitants : and in 
general, the borders of the different kingdoms were either very thinly peopled or en- 
tirely deferred* Many places are likewife unfavourable to population, from being un- 
healthfuL The fwampy banks of the Gambia, the Senegal, and other rivers towards 
the coaft, are cf th:$ d&fcripticn. Perhaps it is on this account chiefly that the interior 
countries abound more with inhabitants than the maritime diftricis ; for all the Negro 
nations that fell under my obfervation, though divided into a number of petty in- 
dependent ftates, fubfift chiefly by the fame means, live nearly in the fame tempera- 
ture, and poffefs a wonderful fimilarity of difpofition. The Mandingoes, in particular, 
are a very gentle race ; cheerful in their difpofitions, inquifitive, credulous, fimple, 
and fond of flattery. Perhaps the moft prominent defeQ; in their character, was that 
infurmountable propenfity, which the reader muft have obferved to prevail in all 
claffes of them, to ileal from me the few effects I was pofleffed of. For this part 
of their conduct no complete juftification can be offered, becaufe theft is a crime in 
their own eftimation ; and it muff be obferved, that they are not habitually and gene- 
rally guilty of it towards each other. This, however, is an important circumftance in 
mitigation ; and before we pronounce them a more depraved people than any other, 
it were well to confider whether the lower order of people in any part of Europe, 
would have adled, under fimilar circumftances, with greater honelly towards a 
ftranger, than the Negroes adted towards me. It mud not be forgotten, that the 
laws of the country afforded me no protection j that every one was at liberty to rob 
me with impunity; and finally, that fome part of my effedls were of as great value* 
in the eftimation of the negroes, as pearls and diamonds would have been in the eyes 
of a European. Let us fuppofe a black merchant of Hindofian to have found his way 
into the centre of England, with a box of jewels at his back ; and that the laws of the 
kingdom afforded him no fecurity ; in fuch a cafe, the wonder would be, not that the 
ftranger was robbed of any part of his riches, but . that any part was left for a fecond 
depredator. Such, on fober reflection, is the judgment I have formed concerning the 
pilfering difpofition of the Mandingo Negroes towards myfelf. Notwithftanding 1 was 
fo great a fufferer by it, I do not confider that their natural fenfe of jufHce was per- 
verted or extinguifhed : it was overpowered only, for the moment, by the ftrength of 
a temptation which it required no common virtue to refift. ^ * 

On the other hand, as fome counterbalance to this depravity in their nature, allow- 
ing it to be fuch, it is impoflible forme to forget the difinterefted charity, and tender 
fplicitude, with which many pf thefe poor heathens ' (from the fovereign of Sego, to 
the poor women who received me at different times into their cottages when I was 
perifhing of hunger) fympathifed with me in my fufferings j relieved my diftreffes j 
and contributed to my fafety. This acknowledgment, however, is perhaps more par- 
ticularly due to the female part of the nation. Among the men, as the reader 
muff have feen, my reception, though generally kind, was foraetimes otherwife. It 
varied according to the various tempers of thofe to whom I made application. The 
hardnefs of avarice in fome, and the blindnefs of bigotry in others, had doled up the 
avenues to compaflion ; but I do not recolledt a ffngle inftance of hardheartednefs 
towards me in the women. In all my wanderings and wretchednefs, I found them 
uniformly kind and compaflionate ; and 1 can truly fay as my predeceffor Mr. Led- 
yard, has eloquently faid before me ; To a woman, I never addreffed myfelf in the 
language of decency and friendfhip, without receiving a decent and friendly anfwer. 

^ If 
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« If I was hungry or thirfty, wet or lick, they did not hefitate, like the men, to per- 
« form a generous aftion. In fo free and fo kind a manner did they contribute to 
*< my relief; that if I was dry, I drank the fweeteft draught, and if hungry, I eat the 
« coarfeft morfel with a double relilh.” 

It is furely reafonable to fuppofe, that the foft and amiable fympathy of nature, 
which was thus fpontaneoufly manifefted towards me in my diftrefs, is difplayed by 
thefe poor people as occafion requires, much more ftrongly towards perforis of their 
own nation and neighbourhood, and efpecially when the objeCls of their companion are 
endeared to them by the ties of confanguinity. Accordingly, the maternal affection 
(neither fuppreffed by the reftraints, nor diverted by the folicitudes of civilized life) is 
every where confpicuous among them ; and creates a correfpondent return of tender - 
nefs in the child. An illuftration of this has been given ; “ Strike me,” faid my at- 
tendant, “ but do not curfe my mother.” The fame fentiment I found univerfally to 
prevail, and obferved in all parts of Africa, that the greateft affront which could be 
offered to a Negro, was to reflect on her who gave him birth. 

It is not ftrange, that this fenfe of filial duty and affection among the Negroes, 
fhould be lefs ardent towards the father than the mother. The fyftem of poligamy, 
while it weakens the father’s attachment, by dividing it among the children of different 
wives, concentrates all the mother’s jealous tendernefs to one point, the protection of 
her own offspring. I perceived with great fatisfaCfion too, that the maternal folicitude 
extended not only to the growth and fecurity of the perfon, but alfo, in a certain 
degree, to the improvement of the mind of the infant ; for one of the fil'd leffons in 
which the Mandingo women inftriift their children, is the practice of truth. In 
the cafe of an unhappy mother, whofe fon was murdered by Moorifh banditti, at 
Funingkedy, her only coiifolation in her uttermoft diftrefs was the reflection that the 
poor boy, in the courfe of his blamelefs life, had never told a lie. Such teftimony 
from a fond mother, on fuch an occafion, mull have operated powerfully on the 
youthful part of the furrounding fpeCtators. It was at once a tribute of praise to the 
deceafed, and a leffon to the living. 

The Negro women fuckle their children until they are able to walk of themfelves. 
Three years muffing is not uncommon ; and during ihis period the hufband devotes 
his whole attention to his other wives. To this practice it is owing, I prefume, that 
the family of each wife is feldom very numerous. Few women have more than five 
or fix children. As foon as an infant is able to walk, it is permitted to run about 
with great freedom. The mother is not over folicitous to preferve it from flight falls, 
and other trifling accidents. A little practice foon enables the child to take care of 
itfelf, and experience aCts the part of a nurfe. As they advance in life, the girls are 
taught to fpin cotton, and to beat com, and are inftruCted in other domeftic duties ; 
and the boys are employed in the labours of the field. Both fexes, whether bulh- 
reens or kafirs, on attaining the age of puberty are circumcifed. This painful opera- 
tion is not confidered by the kafirs fo much in the light of a religious ceremony as a 
matter of convenience and utility. They have, indeed, a fuperftitious notion that it 
contributes to render the marriage ftate prolific. The operation is performed upon 
feveral young people at the lame time ; all of whom are exempted from every fort of 
labour for two months afterwards. During this period, they form a fociety called 
Solintana. They vifit the towns and villages in the neighbourhood, where they 
dance and fing, and are well treated by the inhabitants. I had frequently, in the 
courfe of my journey, obferved parties of this defeription, but they were all males. 
I had, however, opportunity of feeing a female Soltmana at Kamalia. 


In 
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In the courfe of the celebration, it frequently happens that fome of the young 
■women get married. If a man takes a fancy to any one of them, it is not conii- 
dered as abfolutely neceflkry, that he fhould make an overture to the girl herfelf. 
The firft object is to agree with the parents, concerning the recompence to be given 
them, for the lofs of the company and fervices of their daughter. The value of 
two flaves is a common price, unlefs the girl is thought very handfome ; in which 
cafe, the parents will raife their demand very confiderably. If the lover is rich 
enough, and willing to give the fum demanded, he then communicates his wifhes to 
the damfel ; but her confent is by no means neceffary to the match ; for if the parents 
agree to it, and eat a few kolla-nuts, which are prefented by the fuitor as an earned of 
the bargain, the young lady mull either have the man of their choice, or continue 
unmarried, for Ihe cannot afterwards be given to another. If the parents fhould 
attempt it, the lover is then authorized, by the laws of the country, to feize upon 
the girl as his Have. When the day for celebrating the nuptials is fixed on, a feleft 
number of people are invited to be prefent at the wedding ; a bullock or goat is 
killed, and great plenty of victuals dreffed for the occafion. As foon as it is dark, 
the bride is conduced into a hut, where a company of matrons affift in arranging 
the wedding drefs, which is always white cotton, and is put on in fuch a manner as 
to conceal the bride from head to foot. Thus arrayed, fhe is feated upon a mat, in 
the middle of the floor, and the old women place themfelves in a circle round her. 
They then give her a feries of inftructions, and point out, with great propriety, 
what ought to be her future conduft in life. This fcene of inftru&ion, however, is 
frequently interrupted by girls, who amufe the company with fongs and dances, which 
are rather more remarkable for their gaiety than delicacy. While the bride remains 
within the hut with the women, the bridegroom devotes his attention to the guefts of 
both fexes, who aflemble without doors, and by diftributing among them fmall pre« 
fents of kolla-nuts, and feeing that every one partakes of the good cheer which is 
provided, he contributes much to the general hifarity of the evening. When fupper 
is ended, the company fpend the remainder of the night in finging and dancing, 
and feldom feparate until day-break. About midnight the bride is privately con- 
ducted by the women into the hut which is to be her future refidence ; and the 
bridegroom, upon a fignal given, retires from his company. The new married 
couple, however, are always difturbed towards morning by the women, who aflemble 
to infpeCt the nuptial fheet (according to the manners of the ancient Hebrews, as re- 
corded in fcripture), and dance round it. This ceremony is thought indifpenfably 
neceflary, nor is the marriage confidered as valid without it. 

The Negroes, as hath - been frequently obferved, whether Mahomedan or Pagan, 
allow a plurality of wives. The Mabomedans alone, are by their 1 religion confined to 
four; and as the hufband commonly pays a great price for each, be requires from all 
of them the utmoft deference and fubmiflion, and treats them more like hired fer- 
vants than companions. They have, however, the management of domeftic affairs, and 
each in rotation is miftrefs of the houfehold, and has the care of drefiing the victuals, 
overlooking the female flaves, &c. But though the African hufbands arepofiefled of 
great authority over their wives, I did not obferve, that in general they treat them 
with cruelty; neither did I perceive that mean jealoufy in their difpofitions, which is 
fo prevalent among. the Moors. They permit their wives to partake of all public 
diverfions, and this indulgence is feldom abufed ; for though the Negro women are 
very cheerful and frank in their behaviour, they are by no means given to intrigue : 
I believe thatinftances of conjugal infidelity are not common. When the wives quar- 
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rel among themfelves, a circumftance which, from the nature of their fituation, tnufl 
frequently happen, the hufband decides between them ; and fometimes finds it rte- 
ceffary to adminifter a little corporal chaftifement, before tranquillity can be reftored. 
But if any one of the ladies complains to the chief of the town, that her hufband has 
unjuftly punifhed her, and fhewn an undue partiality to fome other of his wives, the 
affair is brought to a public trial. In thefe palavers, however, which are conducted 
chiefly by married men, I was informed that the complaint of the. wife, is not al- 
ways confidered in a very ferious light ; and the complainant hcrfelf is fometimes 
convicted of ftrife and contention, and left without remedy. If fire murmurs a 
the decifion of the court, the magic rod of Mumbo Jumbo foon puts an end to the 
bufmefs. 

The children of the Mandingoes are not always named after their relations ; but 
frequently in confequence of fome remarkable occurrence. Thus, my landlord at 
TTatnalia, was called Karfa, a word fignifying to replace ; becaufe he was bom fhortly 
after the death of one his brothers. Other names are defcriptive of good or bad 
qualities ; as Modi, “ a good man ;” ladibba, “ father of the town,” &c. : indeed the 
very names of their towns have fomething defcriptive in them ; as Sibidooloo, ** the town 
of ciboa trees;*’ Kenney eto, “ victuals here;” Dofita, “ lift your fpoon.” Others feetn 
to be given by way of reproach, as Bammakoo, “ walh a crocodile Karankalla, “ no 
cup to drink from,” &c. A child is named, when it is feven or eight days old. The 
ceremony commences by fhaving the infant’s head ; and a difli called Dcga, made of 
pounded corn and four milk, is prepared for the guefts. If the parents are rich, a fheep 
or a goat is commonly added. The feaft is called Ding koon lee , “ the child’s head 
lhaving.” During my ft ay at Kamalia, I was prefent at four different feafts of this 
kind, and the ceremony was the fame in each, whether the child belonged to a bufli- 
reen or a kafir. The fchoolmafter, who officiated as prieft on thefe occafions, and 
who is neceflarily a bufhreen, firft faid a long prayer over the dcga ; during which 
every perfon prefent took hold of the brim of the calabafh with his right hand. After 
this, the fchoolmafter took the child in his arms, and faid a fecond prayer ; in which 
he repeatedly folicited the bleffing of God upon the child, and upon all the company. 
When this prayer was ended, he whifpered a few fentences in the child’s ear, and fpit 
three times in its face ; after which he pronounced his name aloud, and returned the 
infant to the mother. This part of the ceremony being ended the father of the child 
divided the dega into a number of balls, one of which he diftributed to every perfon 
prefent. And inquiry was then made, if any perfon in the town was dangeroufly fick, 
it being ufual, in fuch cafes, to fend the party a large portion of the dega ; which is 
thought fo poffefs great medical virtues. * 

Among the Negroes, every individual, befides his own proper name, has likewife 
a hntong, or furname, to denote the family or clan to which he belongs. Some of thefe 
families are very numerous and powerful. It is impoffible to enumerate the various 
kontongs which are found in different parts of the country ; though the knowledge of 
many of them is of great fervice to the traveller : for as every Negro plumes himfelf 
upon the importance or the antiquity of his clan, he is much flattered when he is ad- 
dreffed by his koniong. 

.Salutations among the Negroes to each other, when they meet, are always obferved; 
but tfcofe in moll general ule among the kafirs, are Abbe haeretto — E ning feni, — 

' ■ - * " i 

■ * Soon afterh^ptifra, the children are marked in different parts of the fldn? in a manner reft mbling T^hat 
is called tattowhtgw the South-fea Iflands. 

Jnazvarit 
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Anavtari, &c.a!I of which have nearly the fame meaning, and fignify, are you well, or to 
that effect. There are likewife falutations which are ufed at different times of the day, 
as E ningfmo , good morning, &c. The general anfwer to all falutations, is to repeat 
the kcntong of the perfon who falutes. or elie to repeat the falutatioa itfelf, firfl pro- 
nouncing the word markaba , my friend. 


CHAP. VII. — The Account of the Mar.dinpes continued. — Their Notions in refpeci 
of the Planetar) Bodies, and the Figure of the Earth. — Their religious Opinions, 
and Belief in a Future State . — Their Difeafes and Methods of Treatment. — Their 
Funeral Ceremonies, Amufements, Occupations, Diet r Arts, Manufactures, &c. 

THE Mandingoes, and, I believe, the Negroes in general, have no artificial method 
of dividing time. They calculate the years by the number of rainy feafons. They por- 
tion the year into moons, and reckon the days by fo many funs. The day they divide 
into morning, mid-day, and evening ; and further fubdivide it, when neceflarv, by 
pointing to the fun’s place in the heavens. I frequently inquired of fome of them 
what became of the fun during the night, and whether we Ihould fee the fame fun, 
or a different one, in the morning : but I found that they confidered the queftion 
as very childifli. The fubject appeared to them as placed beyond the reach of human, 
inveftigation ; they had never indulged a conjecture, nor formed any hypothefis about 
the matter. The moon, by varying her form, has more attracted "their attention. 
On the firft appearance of the new moon, which they look upon to be newly created, 
the Pagan natives, as well as Mahomedans, fay a ffiort prayer ; and this feems to be the 
only vilible adoration which the kafirs offer up to the Supreme Being. This prayer is 
pronounced in a whifper ; the party holding up his hands before his face : its purport 
(as I have been allured by many different people) is to return thanks to God for his 
kindnefs through the exiftence of the pafi moon, and to folicit a continuation of his 
favour during that of the new one.‘ At the conclufion, they fpit upon their hands, 
and rub them over their faces.' This feems to be nearly the fame ceremony which 
prevailed among the heathens in the days of Job. * 

Great attention, however, is paid to the changes of this luminary, in its monthly 
courfe : and it is thought very unlucky to begin a journey or any other work of con- 
fequence in the laft quarter. An eclipfe, whether of the fun or moon, is fuppofed to 
be effected by witchcraft. The ftars are very little regarded ; and the whole ftudy of 
aftronomy appears to them as a ufelefs purfuit, and attended to by fuch perfons only 
as deal in magic. 

Their notions of geography are equally puerile. They imagine that the world is 
an extended plain, the termination of which no eye has difeoverea ; it being, they fay, 
overhung with clouds and darknefs. They deferibe the fea as a large river of fait water, 
on the farther Ihore of which is fituated a country called Tobaubo doo , “ the land of 
the white people-” At a diftance from Tobaubo doo, they deferibe another country, 
which they alledge is inhabited by cannibals of a gigantic fize, called Kama. This 
country they call Jong fang doo, “ the land where the Haves are fold.” But of all 
countries in the world their own appears to them as the belt, and their own people as 
the happieft ; and they pity the fete of other nations who have been placed by Provi- 
dence in lefs fertile and lefs fortunate diffritls. 


* Chap.xxxi. ver. 26, 27,28. 
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Some of the religious opinions of the Negroes, though blended with the weakeft cre- 
dulity and fuperftition, are not unworthy of attention. I have converfed with all ranks 
and conditions upon the fubjedt 'of their faith, and can pronounce, without the fmall- 
eft fliadow of doubt, that the belief of one God, and of a future ft ate of reward and 
punifhment is entire and univerfal among them. It is remarkable, however, that ex- 
cept on the appearance of a new moon, as before related, the Pagan natives do not 
think it neceffary to offer up prayers and fupplications to the Almighty.. Ibey repre- 
fent the Deity, indeed, as the creator and preferver of all things ; but in general they 
confider him as a Being fo remote, and of fo exalted a nature, that it is idle to imagine 
the feeble fupplications of wretched mortals can reverfe the decrees and change the 
purpofes of unerring Wifdom. If they are afked for what reafon then do they offer 
up a prayer on the appearance of the new moon ; the anfwer is, that cuftom has made 
it neceffary ; they do it, becaufe their fathers did it before them. Such is the blindnefs 
of unaffifted nature ! The concerns of this world, the/ believe, are committed by the 
Almighty to the fuperintendance and direftion of fubordinate fpirits, over whom they 
fuppofe that certain magical ceremonies have great influence. A white fowl fuf- 
pended to the branch of a particular tree ; a fnake’s head, or a few handfuls of fruit, 
are offerings which ignorance and fuperftition frequently prefent, to deprecate the 
wrath, or to conciliate the favour of thefe tutelary agents. But.it is not often that 
the Negroes make their religious opinions the fubjedk of converfation : when interro- 
gated, in particular concerning their ideas of a'future ftate, they exprefs themfelvcs 
with great reverence, but endeavour to fhorten the difeuflion by obferving — mo 0 
mo into alio, “ no man knows any thing about it.” They are content, they fay, to 
follow the precepts and examples of their forefathers, through the various viciffitudes 
of life ; and when this world prefents no objects of enjoyment or comfort, they feem 
to look with anxiety 'towards another, which they believe will be better fuited to their 
natures ; but concerning which they are far from indulging vain and delufive con- 
jeftures. 

The Mandingoes feldom attain extreme old age. At forty, moft of them become 
grey haired, and covered with wrinkles; and but few of them furvive the age of fifty- 
five or fixty. They calculate the years of their lives, as I have already obferved, by 
the number of rainy feafons (there being but one fuch in the year); and diftinguilh 
each year by a particular name, founded on fome remarkable occurrence which hap- 
pened in that year. Thus they fay the year of the Farbanna war the year of the 
Kaarta war ; the year on which Gadou was plundered, &c. &c. ; and I have no doubt 
that the year 1796, will in many places be diftinguifhed by the name of Tobaubo iambi 
fang, “ the year the white man palled as fuch an occurrence would naturally form an 
epoch in their traditional hiftory. 

But notwithftanding that longevity is uncommon among them, it appeared to me; 
that their difeafes are but few in number. Their Ample diet, and a drive way of life, 
preferve them from many of thofe diforders which imbitter the days of luxury and idle- 
nefs. Fevers and fluxes are the molt common, and the moft fatal. For thefe, they 
generally apply faphies to different parts of the body, and perform a great many other 
fuperftitious ceremonies; fome of which are, indeed, well calculated to infpire the pa- 
tient with the hope of recovery, and divert his mind from brooding over his own dan- 
ger. But I have fometimes obferved among them a more fyftematic mode of treatment. 
On the firff attack of a fever, when the patient complains of cold, he is frequently 
.placed in a fort of vapour : this- is done by fpreading branches of the nauclea orientalis 

5 upon 
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upon hot wood embers, and laying the patient upon them, wrapped up ia a large 
cotton cloth. Water is then fprinkled upon the branches, which defcending to the 
hot embers, foon covers the patient with a cloud of vapour, in which he is allowed to 
remain until the embers are almoft extinguifhed. This practice commonly produces a 
profufe perforation, and wonderfully relieves the fufferer. 

For the dyfentery, they ufe the bark of different trees reduced to powder, and mixed 
■with the patient’s food : but this pra&ice is in general very unfuccefsful. 

The other difeafes which ’prevail among the Negroes, are the yaws : the elephantiafts ; 
and a leprofy^ of the very worft kind. This laft mentioned complaint appears, atthe 
beginning, in fcurfy fpots upon different parts of the body, which finally fettle upon the 
hands or feet, where the fkin becomes withered, and cracks ia many places. At length, 
the ends of the fingers fwell and ulcerate ; the difcharge is acrid and fetid ; the nails 
drop off, and the bones of the fingers become carious, and feparate at the joints. In 
this manner the difeafe continues to fpread, frequently until the patient lofes all his 
fingers and toes. Even the hands and feet are fometimes deftroyed by this inveterate 
malady, to which the Negroes give the name of ballajou , <s incurable.” 

The Guinea worm is likewife very common ia certain places, efpecially at the com- 
mencement of the rainy feafon. The Negroes attribute this difeafe, which has been 
defcribed by many writers, to bad water ; and allege that the people who drink from 
wells are more fubjeQ: to it than thofe who drink from ftreams. To the fam» 
caufe, they attribute the fwelling of the glands of the neck (goitres), which are very 
common in fome parts of Bambarra. I obferved alfo, in the interior countries, a 
few inftances of Ample gonorrhoea ; but never the confirmed lues. On the whole it 
appeared to me that the Negroes are better furgeons than phyficians. I found them 
very fuccefsful in their management of fractures and diflocations, and their fplints and 
bandages are Ample and eafily removed. The patient is laid upon a foft mat, and 
the fractured limb is frequently bathed with cold water. All abceffes they open with 
the a&ual cautery ; and the dreffings are compofed of either foft leaves, Shea butter, or 
cows’ dung, as the cafe feems, in their judgment, to require. Towards the coaft, 
where a fupply of European lancets can be procured, they fometimes perform phlebo- 
tomy ; and in cafes of local inflammation, a curious fort of cupping is praftifed. This 
operation is performed by making incifions in the part, and applying to it a bullock’s 
horn, with a fmall hole in the end. The operator then takes a piece of bees-wax in 
his mouth, and putting his lips to the hole, extracts the air from the horn ; and by a 
dexterous ufe of his tongue, flops up the hole with the wax. This method is found 
to anfwer the purpofe, and in general produces a plendful difcharge. 

When a perfon of confequence dies, the relations and neighbours meet together, and 
manifeft their forrow by loud and difmal howlings. A bullock or goat is killed for 
fuch perfons as come to affift at the funeral } which generally takes place in the even- 
ing of the fame day on which the party died. The Negroes have no appropriate burial 
places, and frequently dig the grave in the floor of the deceafed’s hut, or in the fhade 
of a favourite tree. The body is dreffed in white cotton, and wrapped up in a mat. 
It is carried to the grave in the dufk of the evening by the relations. If the grave is 
without the walls of the town, a number of prickly bulhes are laid upon it, to prevent 
the wolves from digging up the body ; but I never obferved that any ftone was placed 
over the grave, as a monument or memorial. 

Hitherto I have confidered the Negroes chiefly in a moral light ; and confined myfelf 
to the inoft prominent features in their mental character 5 their domeftic amufements, 
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occupations, and diet ; their arts and manufactures, with fome other fubordinate objects, 
are now to be noticed. 

Of their mufic and dances, fome account has incidentally been given in different 
parts of my journal. On the firft of thefe heads, I have now to add a lift of their mu- 
fical inftruments, the principal of which are, — the koonting , a fort of guitar, with three 
firings ; — e Icorro, a large harp, with eighteen firings ; — the ftmbing. , a fmall harp 
with feven firings; — the balafou, an inftrument compofed of twenty pieces of hard 
Wood of different lengths, with the fhells of gourds hung 'underneath, to increafe the 
found ; — the tangtang , a drum, open at the lower end ; and laftly, the tabula , a large 
drum, commonly ufed to fpread an alarm through the country. Befides thefe, they 
make ufe of fmall flutes, bowftrings, elephants’ teeth, and bells ; and at all their 
dances and concerts clapping of hands appears to conftitute a neceffary part of the 
chorus. 


With the love of mufic is naturally conneded a tafte for poetry ; and, fortunately 
for the poets of Africa, they are in a great meafure exempted from that negleCt and 
indigence, which in more poliflied countries commonly attend the votaries of the 
Mufes. They confift of two clafies ; the mod numerous are the finging-men , called 
Jilli Tcea , mentioned in a former part of my narrative. One or more of thefe may be 
found in every town. They fing extempore fongs in honour of their chief men, or 
any other perfons who are willing to give « folid pudding for empty praife.” But a 
nobler part of their office is to recite the hiftorical events of their country : hence, in 
war, they accompany the foldiers to the field in order, by reciting the great aCtions of 
their anceftors, to awaken in them a fpirit of glorious emulation. The other clafs 
are devotees of the Mahometan faith, who travel about the country. Tinging devout 
hymns, and performing religious ceremonies, to conciliate the favour of the Almighty; 
either in averting calamity, or enfuring fuccefs to any enterprife. Both deferiptions of 
thefe itinerant bards are much employed and refpeCted by the people, and very liberal 
contributions are made for them. 


The ufual diet of the Negroes is fomewhat different in different diftriCts ; in general, 
the people of free condition breakfaft about daybreak, upon gruel made of meal and 
water, with a little of the fruit of the tamarind, to give it an acid tafte. About two 
0 clock in the afternoon, a fort of hafty pudding, with a little Shea butter, is the com- 
mon meal ; but the fupper conftitutes the principal repaft, and is feldom ready be- 
fore midnight, ft his confifts almoft universally of koufkous, with a fmall portion of 
animal food, or Shea butter, mixed with it. In eating, the Kafirs as well as Maho- 
medans, ufe the right hand only. 

The beverage of the Pagan Negroes are beer and mead ; of each of which they fre- 
quently drink to excefs. The Mahomedan converts drink nothing but water. The 
natives of all deferiptions take fnuff, and fmoke tobacco ; their pipes are made of 
wood, with an earthen bowl of curious workmanlhip. But in the interior countries 
the greateft of all luxuries is fait. It would appear ftrange to an European, to fee a 
child fuck a piece of rock-falt, as if it were fugar. This, however, I have frequently 
feen; although, in the inland parts, the poorer clafs of inhabitants are fo very rarely 
indulged with this precious article, that to fay a man eats fait with his viduals, is the 
feme as faying, he. is a rich man. I have myfelf fuffered great inconvenience from the 
fcarcity of this article. The long ufe of vegetable food creates fo painful a longinc for 
felt, that no words can fufficiently deferibe it. ° ° 

The Negroes in general, and the Mandingoes in particular, are confidered by the 
whites on the coaft as an indolent and inactive people ; I think without reafon. The 
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nature of the climate is, indeed, unfavourable to great exertion : but furely a people 
cannot juftly be denominated habitually indolent, whofe wants are fupplied, not by the 
fpontaneous productions of nature, but bv their own exertions. Few people work 
harder, when occafion requires, than the Mandingoes ; but not having many oppor- 
tunities of turning to advantage the fuperfluous produce of their labour, they are con- 
tent with cultivating as much ground only as is neceffarv for their own fupport. The 
labours of the field give them pretty full employment during the rains ; and in the dry 
feafon, the people who live in the vicinity of large rivers employ themfelves chiefly in 
fi fliing. The fifh are taken in wicker balkets, or with fmall cotton nets ; and are pre- 
ferved by being firft dried in the fun, and afterwards rubbed with Shea butter, to pre- 
vent them from contra&ing frelh moifture. Others of the natives employ themfelves 
in hunting. Their weapons are bows and arrows ; but the arrows in common ufe 
are not poifoned *. They are very dexterous markfmen, and will hit a lizard on a 
tree, or any other fmall object, at an amazing diftance. They likewife kill Guinea- 
fowls, partridges, and pigeons, but never on the wing. While the men are occupied in 
thefe purfuits, the women are very diligent in manufacturing cotton cloth. They pre- 
pare the cotton for fpinning, by laying it in fmall quantities at a time, upon a fmcoth. 
ftone, or piece of wood, and rolling the feeds out with a thick iron fpindle; and the}” 
fpm it with the diftaff. The thread is not fine, but well twifted, and makes a very 
durable cloth. A woman, with common diligence, will fpin from fix to nine garments 
of this cloth in one year ; which, according to its finenefs, will fell for a minkalli and a 
half, or two minkallies eachf. The weaving is performed by the men. The loom is 
made exactly upon the fame principle as that of Europe ; but fo fmall and narrow, that 
the web is feldom more than four inches broad. The fhuttle is of the common con- 
ftru&ion ; but as the thread is coarfe, the chamber is fomewhat larger than the 
European. 

The women dye this cloth of a rich and lafting blue colour, by the following Ample 
procefs : the leaves of the indigo when frefh gathered, are pounded in a wooden mortar, 
and mixed in a large earthen jar, with a ftroug ley of wood afhes ; chamber-ley is 
fometimes added. The cloth is fteeped in this mixture, and allowed to remain until 
it has acquired the proper fhade. In Kaarta and Ludamar, where the indigo is not 
plentiful, they collefl: the leaves, and dry them in the fun ; and when they wiih to ufe 
them, they reduce a fufficient quantity to powder, and mix it with the ley as before 
mentioned. Either way, the colour is very beautiful, with a fine purple glofs ; and 
equal, in my opinion, to the belt Indian or European blue. This cloth is cut into 
various pieces, and fewed into garments, with needles of the natives’ own making. 

As the arts of weaving, dying, fewing, &c. may eafily be acquired, thofe who 
exercife them are not considered in Africa as following any particular profeffion ; for 
almoft every Have can weave, and every boy can few. The only artifts which are 
diftinctly acknowledged as fuch by the Negroes, and who value themfelves on exercifing 
appropriate and peculiar trades, are the manufacturers of leather and of iron. The 
firft of thefe, are called Karrankea (or as the 'word is fometimes pronounced, Gaun- 


* Poifoned arrows are ufed chiefly in war. The poifon, which is faid to be very deadly, is prepared 
from a flmib called koona (a fpecies of echites ), which is very common in the woods. The leaves of this 
Ihrub, when boiled with a fmall quantity of water, yield a thick black juice, into which the Negroes dip 
a cotton thread ; this thread they faften round the iron of the arrow, in fuch a manner that it is almoft 
impoffible to extract the arrow, when it has funk beyond the barbs, without leaving the iron point* and 
the poifoned thread, in the wound. 

f A minkalli is a quantity of gold* nearly equal in value to ten {hillings fterling. 
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gay). They are to be found in almoft every town, and they frequently travel through 
the country in the exeroife of their calling. They tan and drefs leather with very 
great expedition, by fteeping the hide fir ft in a mixture of wood-allies and water, until 
it parts with the hair; and afterwards by lifting the pounded leaves of a tree called 
goo 3 as an aftringent.“ They are at great pains to render the hide as. foft and pliant 
as pofiible, by rubbing it frequently between their hands, and beating it upon a ftone. 
The hides of bullocks are converted chiefly into fandals,, and therefore require lefs 
care in dreffing than the Ikins of flieep and goats, which are ufed for covering quivers 
and faphies, and in making Iheaths for fvvords and knives, belts, pockets, and a 
variety of ornaments. Thefe ikins are commonly dyed of a red or yellow colour ; 
the red. by means of millet ftalks reduced to powder ; and the yellow, by the root of 
a plant the name of which I have forgotten. 

The manufactures in iron are not fo numerous as the Karrankeas; ; but they ap- 
pear to have ftudied their bufiuefs with equal diligence. The Negroes on the coaft 
being cheaply fupplied with iron from the European traders,. never attempt the manu- 
facturing of this article themfelves ; but in the inland parts, the natives fmelt this ufc- 
ful metal in fiach quantities, as not only to fupply themfelves from it with all neceffary 
weapons and inftruments, but even to make it an article of commerce with fome of 
the neighbouring ftates. During my ftay at Kamalia, there was a fmelting furnace at 
a fhort diftance from the hut where I lodged, and the owner and his workmen made 
no fecret about the manner of conducting the operation ; and readily allowed me to 
e xam ine the furnace, and affift them in breaking the iron ftone. The furnace was a 
circular tower of clay, about ten feet high, and three in diameter ; furrounded in two 
places with withes, to prevent the clay from cracking and falling to pieces by the vio- 
lence of the heat. Ro,und the lower part, on a level with the ground (but not fo low as 
the bottom of the furnace, which was foniewhat concave), were made feven openings, 
into every one .of which were placed three tubes of clay, and the openings again 
plaftered up in ftich a manner that no air could enter the furnace, but through the 
tubes ; by the opening and fhutting of which they regulated the fire. Thefe tubes 
were formed by plaftering a mixture of clay and grafs round a fmooth roller of 
wood, which as foon as the clay began to harden was withdrawn, and the tube left to 
dry in the fun. The iron-ftone which I faw was very heavy and of a dull red colour, 
with greyifh fpecfcs ; it was broken into pieces about the fize of a hen’s egg. A bun- 
dle of dry wood was firft put into the furnace, and covered with a confidcrable quan- 
tity of charcoal, which was brought ready burnt from the woods. Over this was laid 
a ftwitum of iron-ftone, and. then another of charcoal, and fo on, until the furnace 
was quite full. The fire was applied through one of the tubes, and blown for fome 
time with a bellows made of goats’ (kins. The operation went on very flowly at firft, 
and it was fome hours before the flame appeared above the furnace ; but after this, it 
burnt with great violence all the firft night ; and the people 'who attended put in at 
times more charcoal. On the day following the fire was not fo fierce, and on the 
fecond night fome of the tubes were withdrawn, and the air allowed to have freer 
accefs to the furnace; but the heat was ftill very great, and a bluilh flame rofe fome 
•feet above the top of the furnace. On the third day from the commencement of the 
.operation, all the tubes were taken out, the ends of many of them being vitrified 
with the heat ; but the metal was not removed until fome days afterwards, when the 
whole was perfectly cool. Part of the furnace was then taken down, and the iron 
appeared in the form of a large irregular mafs, with pieces of charcoal adhering to 
fo ft was fonortras; and when any portion was broken off, die fra&ure exhibited 
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a granulated appearance, like broken Reel. The owner informed me that many parts 
of this cake were ufelefs, but ftiil there was good iron enough to repay him for his 
trouble. This iron, or rather Reel, is formed into various infiruments, by being 
repeatedly heated in a forge, the heat of which is urged by a pair of double bellows,, 
of a very Ample conftruCticn, being made of two goats’ feins ; the tubes from which 
unite, before they enter the forge, and fupply a conRant and very regular blaft- 
The hammer, forceps, and anvil are all very fimple, and the workman ihip (particu- 
larly in the formation .of knives and fpears) is not deflitute of merit. The iron r 
indeed, is hard and brittle ; and requires much labour before it can be made to- 
anfwer the purpofe. 

MoR of the African blackfmiths" are acquainted alfo with the method of fmelting 
gold,' in which procefs they ufe an alkaline fait, obtained from a ley of burnt 
com-Ralks evaporated to drynefs. They likewife draw the gold into wire, and. 
form it into a variety of ornaments, fome of which are executed with a great deal 
of tafle and ingenuity. 

Such is the chief information I obtained concerning, the prelent Rate of arts- 
and manufactures in thofe regions of Africa which I explored in my journey.. I might 
add, though it is fcarce worthy obfervation, that in Bambarra and Kaarta, the natives 
make very beautiful balkets, hats, and other articles, both for ufe and ornament, from. 
rujkes, which they Rain of different colours ; and they contrive alfo to cover their cala- 
balhes with interwoven cane, dyed in the lame manner. 

In all the laborious occupations above defcribed, the mafter and his Raves work 
together, without any diftinction of fuperiority.. Hired fervants, by which I mean 
perfons of free condition, voluntarily working for pay, are unknown in Africa; and. 
this obfervation naturally leads me to conlider the condition of the Raves, and the 
various means by which, they are reduced to fo miferable a Rate of fervitude. This 
unfortunate clafs are found, I believe, in all parts of this extenfive country, and confli- 
tute a confiderable branch of commerce, with the Rates on the Mediterranean, as 
well as with the nations of Europe,. 


CHAP.- YIII,. — Obfervatlom concerning the State and' Sources of Slavery in Africa . 

A STATE of fubordination, and certain inequalities of rank and condition, are- 
inevitable in every Rage of civil fociety ; but when this fubordination is carried to fo- 
great a length, that the perfons and.fervices of one part of the community are entirely 
at the difpofal of another part, it may then be denominated a Rate of flavery-; and- 
in this condition of life, a great body of the Negro inhabitants of Africa have con- 
tinued from the moR early period of their hiflory ; with this aggravation, that their 
children are bom to no other inheritance. 

The Raves in Africa, I fuppofe, are nearly in the proportion of three to one to the 
freemen. They claim no reward for their fervices, except food and clothing.;, and are. 
treated with kirtdnefs or feverity, according to. the good or bad difpofition of their 
maflers.. Cuftom, however, has eRabliihed certain rules with regard to the tre at ment' 
of Raves, which it is thought dilhonourable to violate. Thus, the domeftic Raves, or 
fuch as are born in a man’s own houfe, are treated with more lenity than thofe which 
are purchafed with money. The authority of the mafter over the domeftic Rave, as I 
have elfewhere obferved, extends only to reafonable correction : for the mafter cannot 
fell his domeftic, without having fixft brought him. to a public. trial,, before the chief. 

men. 
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men of the place*. But thefe reftridions on the power of the matter extend not 
to the cafe of prifoners taken in war, nor to that of Haves purchafcd with money. 
All theie unfortunate beings are confidered as ftrangers and foreigners, who have no 
right to the protection of the law, and may be treated with feverity, or fold to a 
ftranger, according to the pleafure of their owners. There are, indeed, regular mar- 
kets where Oaves of this defeription are bought and fold; and the value of a Have 
in the eye of an African purchafer, increafes in proportion to his diftance from his 
native kingdom ; for when Oaves are only a few days’ journey from the place of their 
nativity, they frequently effect their efcape ; but when one or more kingdoms inter- 
vene, efcape being more difficult, they are more readily reconciled to their fituation. 
On this account the unhappy Have is frequently transferred from one dealer to another, 
until he has loft all hopes of returning to his native kingdom. The flaves whicli are 
purchafcd by the Europeans on the coaft, are chiefly'of this ddcription ; a few of 
them are collected in the petty wars, hereafter to be deferibed, which take place near 
the coaft ; but by far the greater number are brought down in large caravans from the 
inland countries, of which many, are unknown, even by name, to the Europeans. 
The flaves which are thus brought from the interior, may be divided into two dif- 
tinft clafies ; firjl , fuch as were flaves from their birth, having been born of enflaved 
mothers ; fecondly , fuch as were bom free, but who afterwards, by whatever means, 
became flaves. Thofe of the firft defeription are by far the moft numerous; for 
prifoners taken in war (at leaft fuch as are taken in open and declared war, when one 
kingdom avows hoftilities againft another) are generally of this defeription. The com- 
paratively fmall proportion of free people to the enflaved, throughout Africa, has 
already been noticed; and it mutt be obferved, that men of free condition have 
many advantages over the Haves, even in war time. They are in general better armed, 
and well mounted ; and can either fight pr efcape with fome hopes of fuccefs ; but 
the flaves, who have only their fpears and bows, and of whom great numbers are 
loaded with baggage, become an eafy prey. Thus, when Manfong, King of Banibarra, 
made war upon Kaarta (as I have related in a former Chapter), he took in one day 
nine hundred prifoners, of which number not more than feverity were free men. This 
account I received from Daman Jumma, who had thirty flaves at Kemmoo, all of 
whom were made prifoners by Manfong. Again, when a freeman is taken prifoner, his 
friends will fometimes ranfom him by giving two flaves in exchange; but when a Have 
is taken, he has no hopes of fuch redemption. To thefe difadvantages it is to be 
added, that the Slatees, who purchafe flaves in the interior countries, and carry them 
down to the coaft for fale, conftantly prefer fuch as have been in that condition of life 
from their infancy, well knowing that thefe have been accuftomed to hunger and 
fatigue, and are better able to fuftain the hardfhips of a long and painful journey than 
free men ; and on their reaching the coaft, if no opportunity offers of felling them to 
advantage, they can ealily be made to maintain themfelves by their labour ; neither 
are they fo apt to attempt making their efcape, as thofe who have once tailed the 
biemngs of freedom. 

Slaves of the fecond defeription, generally become fuch by one or other of the 
following caufes, i. Captivity . 3. Famine. 3. Infohency. 4. Crimes. A freeman 


’ a - “*« “!*“**«* to Ml one or more of his domeftics, to purchafe pro- 
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may, by the eftablifhed cuftoms of Africa, become a Cave by being taken in war. 
War is, of all others, the moll productive fource, and was probably the origin of 
flavery } for when one nation had taken from another a greater number of captives 
than could be exchanged on equal terms, it is natural to fuppofe that the conquerors, 
finding it inconvenient to maintain their prifoners, would compel them to labour ; 
at firft, perhaps, only for their own fupport, but afterwards to fupport their mailers. 
Be this as it may, it is a known fad, that prifoners of war in Africa are the Haves of 
the conquerors ; and when the weak or unfuccefsful warrior begs for mercy beneath 
the uplifted fpear of his opponent, he gives up at the fame time his claim to liberty, 
and purchafes his life at the expence of his freedom. 

In a country, divided into a thoufand petty ftates, moftly independent and jealous 
of each other ; where every freeman is accuftomed to arms, and fond of military 
achievements ; where the youth who has pradifed the bow and fpear from his infancy, 
longs for nothing fo much as an opportunity to difplay his valour, it is natural to 
imagine that wars frequently originate from very frivolous provocation. When one 
nation is more powerful than another, a pretext is feldom wanting for commencing 
hoftilities. Thus the war between Kajaaga and Kaffon was occafioned by the detention 
of a fugitive Have : that between Bambarra and Kaarta by the lofs of a few cattle. 
Other cafes of the fame nature perpetually occur, in which the folly or mad ambition 
of their princes, and the zeal of their religious enthufiafls give full employment to the 
fcythe of defolation. 

The wars of Africa are of two kinds, which are diftinguifhed by different appel- 
lations : that fpecies which bears the greatell refemblance to our European contefts, 
is denominated killi, a word fignifying “ to call out,” becaufe fuch wars are 
openly avowed and previoufly declared. Wars of this defcription in Africa com- 
monly terminate, however, in the courfe of a lingle campaign. A battle is fought ; 
the vanquifhed feldom think of rallying again ; the whole inhabitants become panic 
ftruck j and the conquerors have only to bind the Haves, and carry off their plunder 
and their vidims. Such of the prifoners as, through age or infirmity, are unable 
to endure fatigue, or are found unfit for fale, are confidered as ufelefs ; and I 
have no doubt are frequently put to death. The fame fate commonly awaits a chief, 
or any other perfoa who has taken a very diffinguifhed part in the war. And here 
it may be obferved, that, notwithftanding this exterminating fyftem, it is furprif- 
ing to behold how foon an African town is rebuilt and repeopled. The circum- 
fiance arifes probably from this ; that their pitched battles are few j the weakeft 
know their own fituation, and feek fafety in flight. When their country has been 
defolated, and their ruined towns and villages deferted by the enemy, fuch of the 
inhabitants as have efcaped the / word , and the chain , generally return, though with 
caudous ifteps, to the place of their nativity ; for it feems to be the univerfal wifh of 
mankind to fpend the evening of their days where they paffed their infancy, 'pie poor 
Negro feels this defire in its full force. To him no water is fweet but what is drawn 
from his own well j and no tree has fo cool and pleafant a fhade as the tabba tree * of 
his native village. When war compels him to abandon the delightful fpot in which he 
firft drew his breath, and feek for fafety in fome other kingdom, his time is fpent m 
talking about the country of his anceftors j and no fooner is peace reflored than he 
turns his back upon the land of ftrangers, rebuilds with hafte his fallen walls, and 
exults to fee the fmoke afcend from his native village. 

•* This is a Urge fpreading tree (a fpecies of fternUa ) under which the bentang is cotomonly placed. 
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The other fpecies of African warfare is diftinguilhed by the appellation of tegria, 

** plundering or ftealing.” It arifes from a fort of hereditary feud which the inhabi- 
tants of one nation or diftriCt bear towards another. No immediate caufe of hoftility 
is afligned, or notice of attack given ; but the inhabitants of each watch every oppor- 
tunity to plunder and diftrefs the objeCts of their animofity by predatory excurfions, 
Thefe are very common, particularly about the beginning of the dry feafon, when the 
labour of the harveft is over and provifions are plentiful. Schemes of vengeance are 
then meditated. The chief man furveys the number and a&ivity of his valfals, as they 
brandifh their fpears at feftivals ; and elated with his own importance, turns his whole 
thoughts towards revenging feme depredation or infult, which either he or his anceftors 
may have received from a neighbouring ftate. 

Wars of this defeription are generally conduded with great fecrecy. A few re- 
folute individuals, headed by fome perfon of enterprife and courage, march quietly 
through the woods, furprife in the night fome unproteded village, and carry off the 
inhabitants and their effeds, before their neighbours can come to their afliftance. 
One morning, during my flay at Kamalia, we were all much alarmed by a party of 
this kind. The King of Fooladoo’s fon, with five hundred horfemen, paffed fecretly 
through the woods, a little to the fouthward of Kamalia, and on the morning following 
plundered three towns belonging to Madigai, a powerful chief in Jallonkadoo. 

The fuccefs of this expedition encouraged the governor of Bangaffi, a town in Foo- 
ladoo, to make a fecond inroad upon another part of the fame country. Having af- 
fembled about two hundred of his people, he paffed the river Kokoro in the night, 
and carried off a great number of prifoners. Several of the inhabitants who had 
efcaped thefe attacks, were afterwards feized by the Mandingoes, as they wandered 
about in the woods, or concealed themfelves in the glens and ftrong places of the 
mountains. 

Thefe plundering excurfions always produce fpeedy retaliation : and when large 
parties cannot be collected for this purpofe, a few friends will combine together, and 
advance into the enemy’s country, with a view to plunder, or carry off the inhabitants, 
A tingle individual has been known to take his bow and quiver, and proceed in 
like manner. Such an attempt is doubtlefs in him an a£t of rafhnefs ; but when it is 
confidered that, in one of thefe predatory wars he has probably been deprived of his 
child, or his neareft relation, his fituation will rather call for pity than cenfure. The 
poor fufferer, urged on by the feelings of domeftic or paternal attachment, and the 
ardour of revenge, conceals himfelf among the buflhes, until fome young or unarmed 
perfon paffes by. He then, tyger-like, fprings upon his prey, 'drags his victim into the 
thicket, and in the night carries him off as a flave, 

When a Negro has, by means like thefe, once fallen into the hands of his . enemies, 
he is either retained as the flave of his conqueror, or bartered into a- diftant kingdom ; 
for an African, when he has once fubdued his enemy, will feldom give him an oppor- 
tunity of lifting up his hand againft him at a future period. A conqueror comtnonly 
difpofes of his captives according to the rank which they held in their native kingdom.' 
Such of the domeftic flaves as appear to be of a mild.difpofition, and particularly 
young women, are retained as his own flaves. Others that difplay marks of dif. 
content, are difpofed of in a diftant country ; and fuch of the freemen, or flaves, as 
have taken an aCtive part in the war, are either fold to the flatees or put to death. 
War, therefore, is certainly the raoft general and moil productive fource of ilavery ; 
and the deflations of war often (but not always) produce the fecond caufe of fla- 
very, famine ; in which cafe a freeman becomes a flave to avoid a greater calamity, 

*3 Perhaps, 
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Perhaps, by a philofophic and refle&ing mind, death itfelf would fcarcely be conli- 
dered as a greater calamity than flavery ; but the poor Negro, when fainting with 
hunger, thinks like Esau of old j “ Behold I am at the point to die , and what profit 
“ Jhall this birthright do to me ?” There are many inftances of freemen voluntarily 
furrendering up their liberty to fave their lives. During a great fcarcity which lafted 
for three years, in the countries of the Gambia, great numbers of people became 
flaves in this manner. Dr.-Laidley allured me that, at that time, many freemen came 
and begged, with great eameflnefs, to be put upon his Jlaue-chain, to fave them from 
perifhmg of hunger. Large families are very often expofed to abfolute want : and 
as the parents have almofl unlimited authority over their children, it frequently hap- 
pens, in all parts of Africa, that fome of the latter are fold to purchafe provifions for 
the reft of the family. When I was at Jarra, Daman Jumma pointed out to me three 
young Caves which he had purchafed in this manner. I have already related another 
inftance winch I few at Wonda : and I was informed that in Fooladoo, at that time, it 
was a very common praffcice. 

The third caufe of flavery, is infolvency. Of all the offences (if infolvency may be fo 
called) to which the laws of Africa have affixed the punifhment of flavery, this is 
the moll common. A Negro trader commonly contracts debts on fome mercantile 
fpeculation, either from his neighbours, to purchafe fuch articles as will fell to advan- 
tage in a diftant market, or from the European traders on the coaft ; payment to be 
made in a given time. In both cafes, the fituation of the adventurer is exactly the 
fame. If he fucceeds, he may fecure an independency. If he is unfuccefsful, his 
perfon and fervices are at the difpofel of another ; for in Africa, not only the effects 
of the infolvent, but even the infolvent himfelf, is fold to fetisfy the lawful demands of 
his creditors*. 

The fourth caufe above enumerated, is the commjffion of crimes , an which the laws 
of the country affix flavery as a punijhment. In Africa, the only offences of this clafs are 
murder, adultery, and witchcraft ; and I am happy to fay, that they did not appear to me 
to be common. In cafes of murder, I was informed, that the neareft relation of the 
deceafed had it in his power, after conviction, either to kill the offender with his 
own hand, or fell him into flavery. When adultery occurs, it is generally left to the 
option of the perfon injured, either to fell the culprit, or accept fuch a ranfom for him 
as he may think equivalent to the injury he has fuftained. By witchcraft, is meant 
pretended magic, by which the lives or healths of perfons are affe&ed : in other words, 
it is the adminiftering of poifon. No trial for this offence, however, came under rny 
obfervation while I was in Africa ; and I therefore fuppofe that the crime and its punifh- 
ment occur but very feldom. 

W hffr a freeman has become a Have by any one of the caufes before mentioned, he 
generally continues fo for life, and his children (if they are bom of an enflaved 
mother) are brought up in the fame ftate of fervitude. There are, however, a few 
inftances of flaves obtaining their freedom, and fomedmes even with the confent of 

j 

* When a Negro takes up goods on credit from any of the Europeans on the coaft, and does notmakfc pay- 
ment at the time appointed, the E uropean is authorized, by the laws of the country, to feize upon the debtor . 
himfelf, if he can find him ; or if he cannot be found, on any perfon of his family ; or in the laft refort, mi 
any nothi ofthtfamc kingdom. The perfon thus feized on is detained while his friends are fent in queft of 
the debtor. When he is found, a meeting is called of the chief people of the {dace, and the debtor is 
compelled to ranfom his friend by fulfilling his engagements. If he is unable to do this, his perfon i» 
immediately fecured and fent down to the coaft, and the other releafed. If the debtor cannot he 
found, the perfon feized on is obliged to pay double the amount of the debt, or is himfelf fold into flavery. 
I was given to underftand, however, that this part of the law is feldom enforced. . 
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their mailers ; as by performing fome fingular piece of fervice, or by going to battle, 
and bringing home two Haves as a ranfom ; but the common way of regaining free- 
dom is by efcape j and when Haves have once let their minds on running away, they 
ofteu fucceed. Some of them will wait for years before an opportunity prefents itfelf, 
and during that period Ihew no figns of difcontent. In general, it may be remarked 
that Haves who come from a hilly country, and have been much accuftomed to hunting 
and travel, are more apt to attempt their efcape, than fuch as are born in a flat country, 
and have been employed in cultivating the land. 

Such are the general outlines of that fyftem of flavery which prevails in Africa ; 
and it is evident from its nature and extent, that it is a fyftem of no modern date. It 
probably had its origin in the remote ages of antiquity, before the Mahomedans 
explored a path acrofs the defert. How far it is maintained and fupported by the Have 
traffic, which, for two hundred years, the nations of Europe have carried on with the 
natives of the coaft, it is neither within my province, nor in my power, to explain. 
If my fentiments fhould be required concerning the effeft which a difcontinuance of 
that commerce would produce on the manners of the natives, I fhould have no hefitation 
in obferving, that, in the prefent unenlightened Hate of their minds, my opinion is, the 
effedt would neither be fo extenfive or beneficial, as many wife and worthy perfons 
fondly exped. 


CHAP. IX. — Of Gold-du/l, and the Manner in which it is collected* — Procefs of 
Wajhing it . — Its Value in Africa. — Of Ivory. — Surf rife of the Negroes at the 
Eagernefs of the Europeans for this Commodity. — Scattered Teeth frequently picked up 
in the Woods. — Mode of hunting the Elephant. — Some Reflections on the unimproved 
State of the Country , &c. 

THOSE valuable commodities, gold and ivory (the next objedfcs of our inquiry) 
have probably been found in Africa from the firft ages of the world. They are 
reckoned among its moil important productions in the earlieft records of its hiftory. 

It. has been obferved, that gold is feldom or never difeovered except in mountainous 
and barren countries ; nature, it is faid, thus making amends in one way for her 
penurioufnefs in the other. This, however, is not wholly true. Gold is found in con- 
fiderable quantities throughout every part of Manding ; a country which is indeed 
hilly, but cannot properly be called mountainous , much lefs barren. It is alfo found 
in great plenty in Jallonkadoo (particularly about Boori), another hilly,' but by no means 
an infertile country. It is remarkable, that in the place laft mentioned t, Boori), which 
is fituated about four days’ journey to the fouth-weft of Kamalia, the falt-market is 
often fupplied, at the fame time, with rock-falt from the Great Defert, and fea-fhlt from 
the Rio Grande ; the price of each, at this diftance from its fource, being nearly the 
fame j and the dealers in each, whether Moors from the north, or Negroes from 
the weft, are invited thither by the fame motives, that of bartering their fait for 
gold. 

:C ? The gold of Mapding, fo far as I could learn, is never found in any matrix or vein, 
but always in fmall grains, nearly in a pure ftate, from the fize of a pin’s head to that 
of a pea \ Scattered through a large body of fand or clay ; and in this ftate it is called 
by the Mandingoes fanoo munko , <c gold powder.” It is, however, extremely probable, 
by what I could leam of the fituation of the ground, that moft of it has originally been 
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wafted down by repeated torrents from the neighbouring hills. The manner in which 
it is collected is nearly as follows : 

About the beginning of December, when the harveft is over, and the ftreams and tor- 
rents have greatly fubfided, the manfa, or chief man of the town, appoints a day to 
begin fanoo koo, gold wafting and the women are fure to have themfelves in rea- 
dinefs by the time appointed. A hoe or fpade for digging up the fand, two or three 
calabaftes for walhing it in, and a few quills for containing the gold dull, are all the 
implements neceflary for the purpofe. On the morning of their departure, a bullock is 
killed for the firft day’s entertainment, and a number of prayers and charms are ufed 
to enfure fuccefs ; for a failure on that day is thought a bad omen. The mania, 
of Kamalia, with fourteen of his people, were, I remember, fo much difappointed 
in their firft day’s walhing, that very few of them had refolution to perfevere j and 
the few that did, had but very indifferent fuccefs ; which indeed is not much to be 
wondered at ; for inftead of opening fome untried place, they continue to dig and walh 
in the fame fpot where they had dug and walhed for years ; and where, of courfe, but 
few large grains could be left. 

The wafting the fands of the ftreams is by far the eafielt way of obtaining the gold- 
duft ; but in moft places the fands have been fo narrowly fearched before, that unlels 
the ftream takes fome new courfe, the gold is found but in fmall quantities. While 
fome of the party are bulled in walhing the fands, others employ themfelves farther up 
the torrent, where the rapidity of the ftream has carried away all the clay, land, &c. 
and left nothing but fmall pebbles. The fearch among thefe is a very troublefome talk. 

I have feen women who have had the Ikin worn off the tops of their fingers in this 
employment. Sometimes, however, they are rewarded by finding pieces of gold, 
which they call fanoo birro , “ gold Hones,” that amply repay them for their trouble. 
A woman and her daughter, inhabitants of Kamalia, found in one day two pieces of 
this kind ; one of five drachms, and the other of three drachms, weight. But the 
moft certain and profitable mode of wafting is prafiifed in the height of the dry 
feafon by digging a deep pit, like a draw-well, near fome hill which has previoully 
been difeovered to contain gold. The pit is dug with fmall fpades or corn hoes, and 
the earth is drawn up in large calabalhes. As the Negroes dig through the different 
ftrata of clay or fand, a calabalh or two of each is wafted, by way of experiment ; 
and in this manner the labourers proceed, until they come to a ftratmn containing 
gold ; or until they are obftrucled by rocks, or inundated by water. In general, when 
they come to a ftratum of fine reddilh fand, with fmall black fpecks therein, they find 
gold in fome proportion or other, and fend up large calabaftes full of the fand, for the 
women to waft ; for though the pit is dug by the men, the gold is always wafted by 
the women, who are accuftomed from their infancy to a fimilar operation, in feparating 
the hulks of corn from the meal. 

As I never defeended into any of thefe pits, I cannot fay in what manner they are 
worked under ground. Indeed, the lituation in which I was placed, made it neceflary 
for me to be cautious not to incur the fufpicion of the natives, by examining too far 
into the riches of their country ; but the manner of feparating the gold from the fand 
is very fimple, and is frequently performed by the women in the middle of the town ; 
for when the learchers return from the valleys in the evening, they commonly bring 
with them each a calabalh or two of fand, to be walhed by fuch of the females as re- 
main at home. The operation is limply as follows : 

A portion of fand or clay (for gold is fometimes found in a brown coloured clay), 
is pot into a large calabalh, and mixed with a fufficienbquantity of water. The woman, 

whofe 
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whofe office it is, then flukes the calabafh in fuch a manner as to mix the fand and 
water together, and give the whole a rotatory motion } at firft gently, but afterwards 
more quick, until a fmall portion of fand and water, at every revolution, flies over 
the brim of the calabafh. The fand thus feparated, is only the coarfeft particles 
mixed with a little muddy water. After the operation has been continued for fome 
time, the fand is allowed to fubfide, and the water poured off ; a portion of coarfe 
fand, which is now uppermoft in the calabafh, is removed by the hand, and frefh 
water being added, the operation is repeated until the water comes off almoft pure. 
The woman now takes a fecond calabafh, and fhakes the fand and water gently from 
the one to the other, referving that portion of fand which is next the bottom of the 
calabafh, and which is moft likely to contain the gold. This fmall quantity is mixed 
with fome pure water, and being moved about in the calabafh, is carefully examined. 

If a few particles of gold are picked out, the contents of the other calabafh are ex- 
amined in the fame manner ; but, in general, the party is well contented, if fhe can 
obtain three or four grains from the contents of both calabafhes. Some women, 
however, by long practice, become fo well acquainted with the nature of the fand, and 
the mode of wafhing it, that they will colle6t gold, where others cannot find a Angle 
particle. The gold-duft is kept in quills, ftopt up with cotton ; and the wafhers are 
fond of difplaying a number of thefe quills in their hair. Generally fpeaking, if a 
perfori ufes common diligence, in a proper foil, it is fuppofed that as much gold may 
be collected by him in the courfe of the dry feafon as is equal to the value of two 
flaves. 

Thus fimple is the procefs by which the Negroes obtain gold in Manding ; and it is • 
evident, from this account, that the country contains a confiderable portion of this 
precious metal ; for many of the fmaller particles muff neceffarily efcape the obfer- 
vation of the naked eye ; and as the natives generally fearch the fands of ftreams at a 
confiderable diftance from the hills, and confequently far removed from the mines 
where the gold was originally produced, the labourers are fometimes but ill paid for 
their trouble. Minute particles only of this heavy metal can be carried by the current 
to any confiderable diftance ; the larger muft remain depofited near the original fource 
from whence they came. Were the gold-bearing ftreams to be traced to their foun- 
tains, and the hills from whence they fpring properly examined, the fand in which the 
gold is there depofited would, no doubt, be found to contain particles of a much larger 
fize* ; and even the fmall grains might he colle&ed to confiderable advantage by the 
ufeof quickfilver, and other improvements, with which the natives are at prefent 
unacquainted. 

Part of this gold is converted into ornaments for the women ; but, in general, thefe 
ornaments are more to be admired for their weight than their workmanfhip. They 
are maffy and inconvenient, particularly the ear-rings, which are commonly fo heavy 
as to pull down and lacerate the lobe of the ear } to avoid which they are fupported by 
a thong of red leather, which paffes over the crown of the head from one ear to the 
other. The necklace difplays greater fancy ; and the proper arrangement of the dif- 
ferent beads and plates of gold, is the great criterion of tafle and elegance. When a 

* I aw informed that the gold mine, as it is called, in Wicklow, in Ireland, which was difeovered in the 
*795^ ** near top, and upon the fleep Hope of a mountain. Here pieces of gold of feveral ounces 
weight were frequently found. Vifhat would have been gold-duft two miles below was here golden gravel ; 
that is, each giaia, was like a fmall pebble in fize, and one piece was found which weighed neat twenty* 
two ounces troy* ° ' 
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one minkalli. 


lady of confequence is in full drefs, her gold ornaments may be worth altogether 
from fifty to eighty pounds fterling. * 

A fmall quantity of gold is Iikewife employed by the Slatees, in defraying the ex- 
pences of their jouroies to and from the coaft ; but by far the greater proportion is 
annually carried away by the Moors in exchange for fait and other merchandize. 
During my flay at Kamalia, the gold collected by the different traders at that place, 
for fait alone, was nearly equal to one hundred and ninety-right pounds fterling ; and 
as Kamalia is but a fmall town, and not much reforted to by thj trading Moors, this 
quantity muft have borne a very fmall proportion to the gold colledted at Kancaba, 
Kankaree, and fome other large towns. The value of fait in this part of Africa is very 
great. One flab, about two feet and a half in length, fourteen inches in breadth, and 
two inches in thicknefs, will fometimes fell for about two pounds ten fhillings fterling, 
and from one pound fifteen fhillings to two pounds, may be confidered as the common 
price. Four of thefe flabs are confidered as a load for an afs, and fix for a bullock. 
The value of European merchandize in Manding varies very much, according to the 
fupply from the coaft, or the dread of war in the country 5 but the return for fuch 
articles is commonly made in Haves. The price of a prime Have, when I was at 
Kamalia, was from nine to twelve minkallies, and European commodities had then 
nearly the following value : 

18 gun flints, 

48 leaves of tobacco, 

20 charges of gunpowder, 

A cutlafs, 

A mufket from three to four minkallies. 

The produce of the country, and the different neceflaries of life when exchanged 
for gold, fold as follows : 

Common provifions for one day, the weight of one teelee-kijji 3 (a black bean, 
fix of which make the weight of one minkalli); — a chicken, one teelee-kifii, — a 
fheep, three teelee-kilfi, • — a bullock, one minkalli, — a horfe from ten to feventeen 
minkallies. 

The Negroes weigh the gold in fmall balances, which they always carry about 
them. They make no difference in point of value, between gold dull and wrought 
gold. In bartering one article for another the perfon who receives the gold always 
weighs it with his own teelee-kiffi. Thefe beans are fometimes fraudulently foaked in 
Shea butter, to make them heavy ; and I once faw a pebble ground exa&ly into the 
form of one of them? but fuch practices are not very common. 

- Having now related the fubftance of what occurs to my recolle&ion concerning the 
African mode of obtaining gold from the earth, and its value in barter, I proceed to 
the next article, of which I propofed to treat, namely, ivory. 

Nothing creates a greater furprife among the Negroes on the fea coaft, than the 
eagemefs difplayed by the European traders to procure elephants* teeth ; it being ex- 
ceedingly difficult to make them comprehend to what ufe it is applied. Although 
they are Ihewn knives with ivory hafts, combs, and toys of the fame material, and are 
convinced that the ivory thus manufactured, was originally parts of a tooth, they are 
not fatisfied. They fufpedt that this commodity is more frequently converted in Eu- 
rope, to purpofes of far greater importance ; the true nature of which is ftudioufly 
concealed from them, left the price of ivory fhould be enhanced. They cannot, they 
fay, eafily perfuade themfelves that fhips would be built, and voyages undertaken, to 

procure 
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procure an article, which had no other value than that of furnilhing handles to knives, 
&c. when pieces of wood would anfwer the purpofe equally well. 

Elephants are very numerous in the interior of Africa, but they appear to be a 
diftind fpecies from thofe found in Afia. Blumenbach, in his figures of objeds of 
natural hiftory, has given good drawings of a grinder of each ; and the variation is 
evident. M. Cuvier alfo has given in the Magazin Encyclopedique, a clear account of 
the difference between them. As I never examined the Afiatic elephant, I have 
chofen rather to refer*to thofe writers, than advance this as an opinion of my own. 
It has been faid that the African elephant is of a lefs docile nature than the Afiatic, 
and incapable of being tamed. The Negroes certainly do not at prefent tame them; but 
when we confider that the Carthaginians had always tame elephants in their armies, 
and adually tranfported fotne of them to Italy in the courfe of the Punic warn ; it feems 
more likely that they fhould have poffeffed the art of taming their own elephants, 
than have fubmitted to the expence of bringing fuch vail animals from Afia. Perhaps, 
the barbarous pradice of hunting the African -elephants for the fake of their teeth, has 
rendered them more untradable and favage, than they were found to be in former 
times. 

The greater part of the ivory which is fold on the Gambia, and Senegal rivers, is 
brought from the interior country. The lands towards the coaft are too fwampy, 
and too much interfeded with creeks and rivers, for fo bulky an animal as the ele- 
phant to travel through, without being difcovered ; and when once the natives difcem 
the marks of his feet in the earth, the whole village is up in arms. The thoughts of 
feafting on his fleSh, making fandals of his hide, and felling the teeth to the Europeans, 
infpire every one with courage ; and the animal feldom efcapes from his purfuers ; but 
in the plains of Bambarra and Kaarta, and the extenfive wilds of Jallonkadoo, the ele- 
phants are very numerous ; and, from the great Scarcity of gunpowder in thofe diftrids, 
they are lefs annoyed by the natives. 

Scattered teeth are frequently picked up in the woods, and travellers are very dili- 
gent in looking for them. It is a common pradice with the elephant to thrufl his 
teeth under the roots of fuch fhrubs and bufhes as grow in the more dry and elevated 
parts of the country where the foil is Shallow. Thefe bufhes he eafily overturns, and 
feeds on the roots, which are in general more tender and juicy than the hard woody 
branches or the foliage ; but when the teeth are partly decayed by age, and the roots 
more firmly fixed, the great exertions of the animal, in this pradice, frequently 
caufes them to break Short. At Kamalia I faw two teeth, one a very large one, which 
were found in the woods, and Which were evidently broken off in this manner. In- 
deed it is difficult otherwife to account for fuch a large proportion of broken ,ivory, as 
is daily offered for fale, at the different factories; for when the elephant is killed 
in hunting, unlefs he daShes himfelf over a precipice, the teeth are always extraded 
entire. 

There are certain feafons of the year when the elephants colled into large herds, 
and traverfe the country in queft of food or water; and as all that part of the country 
to the north of the Niger is destitute of rivers, whenever the pools in the woods 
are dried up, the elephants approach towards the banks of that river. Here they 
continue until the commencement of the rainy feafon, in the months of June or July ; 
and during this time they are much hunted by fuch of the Bambarrans as have gun- 
powder to Spare. The elephant hunters feldom go out Singly ; a party of four or five 
join together ; and having each furnished himfelf with powder and ball, and acjuan- 
tity of com-meaL in. a leather bag, fufficientfor five or fix days* provifion, they enter 
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of the animal, very great nicety of obfervation is required. _ „ . r -> * . 
the fcattered dung or the animal, and the marks of his feet, are” u T inl P ’ 
and many of the hunters have, by long experience and attentive* ervatlon ’ . e ? 5me 
fo expert in their fearch, that as foon as they obferve the foot-"' 5 j an e ^ 
they will tell almoft to a certainty at what time it paffed, and < at dutance it wi 

When they difcover a herd of elephants, they follow them 1 < |i^ ance » 
perceive fome one ftray from the reft, and come into fuch a aatloa as . to e « 
at with advantage. The hunters then approach with great c°? 5 creeping amongi^ 
the long grafs, until they have got near enough to be fure c 1 ®*. a i tn ‘ , 

difcharge all their pieces at once, and throw themfelves < t “® ir ^£ es a ° lon S 
grafs. The wounded elephant immediately applies his trur 0 different woun , 
but being unable to extract the balls, and feeing nobod iear , F 1 ’ „ 

furious, and runs about amongft the bullies, until by fatig “ °°, . e . 

exhaufted himfelf, and affords the hunters an opportunit 3 * a feco11 me 

him, by which he is generally brought to the ground. ... , » 

The fldn is now taken off, and extended on the gr°d P e S s ’ .*7 ? . 

fuch parts of the flefh as are moll; efteemed, are cut up ? thin flices, and ne in 
fun, to ferve for provifions on fome future occafion. ie teeth are ftruc ou vn 

light hatchet, which the hunters always carry alonf 1 ^ taer F > not on J , 

purpofe, but alfo to enable them to cut down fuch tr as contain honey ; or oim 
they carry with them only five or fix days’ provifiontthey will remain mew 
for months, if they are fuccefsful ; and fupport thdeNes U P 011 t ^ ie “ e ° 
elephants as they kill, and wild honey. _ „ , , , . . „ 

The ivory thus colle&ed, is feldom brought d m t0 coa “ e ,, «• 
themfelves. They difpofe of it ' to the itinerant indents, who come annua J 
the coaft with arms and ammunition, to purchafthis valuable corr3II3 ° . Y* , , 

of thefe merchants will colled ivory in the cot 3 °f oae ^ ea f on ’. u . • 

four or five affes. A great quantity of ivory is^ewife ro °^ e r^n^r, 5 
by the Have coffles ; there are, however, fome °f Mahom pe » 

who, from motives of religion, will not deal A Ivory, nor eat o t e e 

elephant, unlefs it has been killed with a fpear . ' .t 

The quantity of ivory colleded in this part'h Africa, is not fo grea , no 
teeth in general, fo large as in the countries nearer the Lme : few o -p ® 
more than eighty, or one hundred pounds; ?d upon an average, a o p 
merchandize may be reckoned as the priceof a pound of ivory. f ; . 

I have now, I truft, in this and the precding chapters, earned i with , foffiaent 
minutenefs, the nature and extent of the :ommeraal conneSion w rc p 
prevails, and has long fubfifted, betwe» the Negro natives o o p 
Africa which I vifited, and the nations ofEurope ; and it „ > ^ rm J 

and ivory, together with a few other artices, viz. bees-wax and honey,. > S _> 
and dye-woods, conftitute the whole cadogue of exportable commo 1 # 

productions, however, have been incientally noticed as the grow .* 

fuch as grain of different kinds, tobaco, indigo, cotton-wool, an pe P , . 
others; but ail of thefe (which can onj be obtained by cultivation. an ^ 

natives raife fufficient only for their >wn immediate expenditure , nor, ». 
prefent fyftem of their laws, mannffs, trade, and. governmen , can 
vol. xvi. 5 v 
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farther be expe&ed f rom them. It cannot, however, admit of a doubt, that all the 
rich and valuable ptodu&ions, both of the Eaft and Weft Indies, might eafily be natu- 
ralized, and brought to the utmoft perfection, in the tropical parts of this immenfe 
continent. Nothings wanting to this end but example, to enlighten the minds of the 
natives, and inftrudftion to enable them to diredt their induftry to proper obje&s. It 
was not poffible for rti? to behold the wonderful fertility of the foil, the vaft herds of 
cattle, proper both for i a b 0 ur and food, and a variety of other circumftances favour- 
able to colonization and agriculture, and reflect, withal, on the means which prefen ted 
themfelves of a vaft inland navigation, without lamenting that a country, fo abundantly 
gifted and favoured bj nature, fhould remain in its prefent favage and neglefted 
ftate. Much more did 1 lament, that a people of manners and difpolition fo gentle 
and benevolent, fhould either be left as they now are, immerfed in the grofs and un- 
comfortable blindnefs of pagan fuperftition, or permitted to become converts to a fyf- 
tem of bigotry and fanatkifm. ; which, without enlightening the mind, often debafes 
the heart. On . this fubjeEt many obfervations might be made ; but the reader 
will probably think that I have already digreffed too largely ; and I now, therefore, re- 
turn to my fituation at Kamalia. 


CHAP. X. — TranfaClions at Kamalia refumed. — Arabic MSS . in Ufe among the 
Mahomedan Negroes. — Rejections concerning the Converfon and Education of 
the Negro Children. — Return of the Author’s Benefactor, JKarfa. — Further Ac- 
count of the Purchafe and Treatment of Slaves. — Fafl of Rhamadan , how obfcrved 
by the Negroes. Author’s Anxiety for the Day of Departure. — The Caravan fets 
out. Account of it on its Departure , and Proceedings on the Road until its Arrival 
at Kinytakooro. 


THE fchoolmafter, to whofe care I was entrufled during the abfence of Karfa, was 
a man of a mild difpofition, and gentle manners ; his name was Fankooma ; and 
although he himfelf adhered ftrittly to the religion of Mahomet, he was by no means 
intolerant m his principles towards others who differed from him. He fpent much of 
his time m reading ; and teaching appeared to be his pleafure, as well as employ- 
ment. His fchool confuted of feventeen boys, moft of whom were fons of Kafirs; 
and two girls, one of whom was Karfa’s own daughter. The girls received 
their lnltruaions in the day-time, but the boys always had their lcffons by the 
light of a large fire before daybreak, and again late in the evening; for being 
conndexed, during their fcholarfhip, as the domeftic flaves of the mafter, they were 
dm day ^ p corn > bringing fire-wood, and in other fervile offices through 

Exclufive of the Koran, and a book or two of commentaries thereon, the fchool- 
rnaiter poffeffed a variety of manuferipts, which had partly been purchafed from the 
trading Moors, and partly borrowed from lufhreens in the neighbourhood, and copied 
with great care. Other manuferipts had been produced to me at different places in the 
courie of my journey; and on recounting thofe I had before feen, and thofe which 
were now lhewn to me, and interrogating the fchoolmafter on the fubiedh, I dif- 

f* “®S r ° esai \ . ia u P°5 elfioa ( ainc>a g others) of an Arabic verfion of 
the Pentateuch of Mofes, which they call Taureta la Moofa. This is fo hMflv 

thpPn ofte ?^ oldfor JL he L valu ^ of one prime Have/ They have likevlfea 
erfion of the Pfalms of David (Zabora Dawidi ) ; and, laftly, the book of Ifaiah, 
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which they call Lingeeli la Ifa , and it is in very high efteem. I taped, indeed, that 
in all thefe copies, there are interpolations of fome of the peculiar tenets of Mahomet, 
for I could diftinguifh in many paffages the name of the prophet. It is poffible, how- 
ever, that this circumftance might otherwife have been accounted for, if my knowledge 
of the Arabic had been more extenfive. By means of thofe books, many of the con- 
verted Negroes have acquired an acquaintance with fome of the remarkable events 
recorded in the Old Teftament. The account of our firft parents ; the death of Abel - 
the deluge ; the lives of Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob ; the ftory of Jofeph and his bre- 
thren ; the hiftory of Mofes, David, Solomon, &c. All thefe have been related to 
me in the Mandingo language, with tolerable exadnefs, by different people ; and my 
furprife was not greater on hearing thefe accounts from the lips of the Negroes, than 
theirs, on finding that I was already acquainted with them ; for although the Negroes 
in general have a very great idea of the wealth and power of the Europeans, I am &aid 
that the Mahomedan converts among them think but very lightly of our fuperior attain- 
ments in religious knowledge. The white traders in the maritime diftricis take no pains 
to countered this unhappy prejudice ; always performing their own devotions in 
fecret, and feldom condefcending to converfe with the Negroes in a friendly and 
inftrucHve manner. To me, therefore, it was not fo much the fubject of wonder 
as matter of regret, to obferve, that while the fuperftition of Mahomet has, in this 
manner, fcattered a few faint beams of learning among thefe poor people, the pre- 
cious light of Chriftianity is altogether excluded. I could not but lament, that 
although the coaft of Africa has now been known and frequented by the Europeans 
for more than two hundred years, yet the Negroes Till remain entire ftrangers to the 
doftrines of our hoty religion. We are anxious to draw from obfcurity the opinions 
and records of antiquity, the beauties of Arabian and Afiatic literature, &c. ; but 
while our libraries are thus ftored with the learning of various co untr ies, we diftribute 
with a parfimonious hand the bleffmgs of religious truth to the. benighted nations of 
the earth. The natives of Alia derive but little advantage in this refpeft from an in- 
tercourfe with us ; and even the poor Africans, whom we affeCt to confider as barba- 
rians, look upon us, I fear, as little better than a race of formidable but ignorant 
heathens. When I produced Richardfon’s Arabic grammar to fome flatees on the 
Gambia, they were aftonifhed to think that any European fho.uld underftand and write 
the facred language of their religion. At firft they fufpe&ed that it might have 
been written by fome of the Haves carried from the coaft ; but on a clofer examina- 
tion, they were fatisfied that no bufhreen could write fuch beautiful Arabic ; and one 
of them offered to give me an afs, and fixteen bars of goods, if I would part with the 
book. Perhaps, a fhort and eafy introdu&ion to Chriftianity, fuch as is found 
m fome of the catechifms for children, elegantly printed - in Arabic, and diftributed 
on different parts of the coaft, might have a wonderful effe£t. The expence would 
be but trifling ; curiofity would induce many to read it ; and the evident fuperiority 
which it would poffefs over their prefent manufcripts, both in point of elegance and 
cheapnefs, might at laft obtain it a place among the fchool-books of Africa. 

The reflections which I have thus ventured to fubmit to my readers on this important 
fubjeft, naturally fuggefted themfelves to my mind on perceiving the encouragement 
which was thus given to learning (fuch as it is) in many parts of Africa. I have 
obferved, that the pupils at Kamalia were moft of them the children of Pagans ; 
their parents, therefore, could have had no predile&ion for the dodtrines or Ma- 
homet. Their tin was their children’s improvement ; and if a more 
fyftem had prefented itfelf, it would probably have been preferred. The children, 
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too, wanted not a fpirit' of emulation ; which it is the aim of the tutor to encou- 
rage. When any one of them has read through the Koran, and performed a cer- 
tain number of public prayers, a feaft is prepared by the fchoolmafter, and the 
fcholar undergoes an examination, or (in European terms) takes out his degree. I 
attended at three different inaugurations of this fort, and heard with pleafure, the 
diftinft and intelligent anfwers which the fcholars frequently gave to the buihreens, 
who affembled on thofe occalions, and afted as examiners. When thei buihreens 
had fatisfied themfelves refpe&ing the learning and abilities of the fcholar, the laft 
page of the Koran was put into his hand, and he was defired to read it aloud : after 
the hoy had finiflied this leffon, he preffed the paper againfl his forehead, and pro- 
nounced the word Amen ; upon which all the buihreens rofe, and lhaking him cor- 
dially by the hand, bellowed upon him the title of bulhreen. 

When a fcholar has undergone this examination, his parents are informed that he 
has completed his education, and that it is incumbent on them to redeem their fon, 
by giving to the fchoolmafter a Have, or the price of a Dave in exchange ; which is 
always done, if the parents can afford to do it ; if not, the boy remains the domeftic 
Have of the fchoolmafter until he can, by his own induftry, collefl goods fufficient to 
ranfom himfelf. 

About a week after the departure of Karfa, three Moors arrived at Kamalia with 
a confiderable quantity of fait, and other merchandize, which they had obtained 
on credit, from a merchant of Fezzan, who had lately arrived at Kancaba. Their 
engagement was to pay him his price when the goods were fold, which they expefted 
, would be in the courfe of a month. Being rigid buihreens, they were accommo- 
dated with two of Karfa’s huts, and fold their goods to very great advantage. 

On the 24th of January, Karfa returned to Kamalia with a number of people, and 
thirteen prime Haves, which he had purchafed. He likewife brought with him a 
young girl whom he had married at Kancaba, as his fourth wife, and had given her 
parents three prime Haves for her. She was kindly received at the door of the baloon 
by Karfa’s other wives, who conducted their new acquaintance and co-partner into 
one of the bell huts, which they had caufed to be fwept and white- walhed, on pur- 
pofe to receive her.* 

My clothes were by this time become fo very ragged, that I was alrnoft alhamed to 
appear out of doors ; but Karfa, on the day after his arrival, generoully prefented 
me with fuch a garment and trowfers, as are commonly worn in the country. 

The Haves which Karfa had brought with him were all of them prifoners of war > 
they had been taken by the Bambarran army in the kingdoms of Waffela and Kaarta, 
and carried to Sego, where feme of them had remained three years in irons. From 
Sego they were fent„ in company with a number of other captives, up the Niger in 
two large canoes, and offered for fale at Yamina, Bammakoo, and Kancaba ; at 
which places the greater number of the captives were bartered for gold-duft, and 
the remainder fent forward to Kankaree. 

Eleven of them confeffed to me that they had been Haves from their infancy 5 but 
die other two relufed to give any account of their former condition. They were all 
veay inquilitive; but they viewed meat firfl with looks of horror, and repeatedly 
alked if my. countrymen were cannibals, They were very defirous to know what 

• ^ The Negroes white-waft their huts with a mixture of bone-afties and water, to which is commonly 
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became of the Saves after they had croffed the falt-water. I told them, that they were 
employed in cultivating the land ; but they would not believe me ; and one of them, 
putting his hand upon the ground, faid with great fimplidty, <s Have you really got 
“ fuch ground as this to fet your feet upon ?” A deeply-rooted idea that the whites 
purchafe Negroes for the purpofe of devouring them, or of felling them to others, 
that they may be devoured hereafter, naturally makes the Haves contemplate a journey 
towards the coaft with great terror ; infomuch that the flatees are forced to keep them 
conftantly in irons, and watch them very clofely to prevent their efcape. They are 
commonly fecured, by putting the right leg of one, and the left of another, into the 
fame pair of fetters. By fupporting the fetters with a firing, they can walk, though 
very flowly. Every four flaves are likewife fattened together by the necks, with a 
ftrong rope of twitted thongs ; and in the night an additional pair of fetters is put on 
their hands, and fometimes a light iron chain patted round their necks. 

Such of them as evince marks of difcontent are fecured in a different manner. A 
thick billet of wood is cut about three feet long, and a fmooth notch being made upon 
one fide of it, the ankle of the Have is bolted to the fmooth part by means of a ftrong 
iron ftaple, one prong of which paffes on each fide of the ankle. All thefe fetters 
and bolts are made from native iron ; in the prefent cafe they were put on by the 
blackfinith as foon as the flaves arrived from Kancaba, and were not taken off until 
the morning on which the coffie departed for Gambia. 

In other refpe&s, the treatment of the flaves during their ftay at Kamalia, was 
far from being harfh or cruel. They, were led out in their fetters every morning, to 
the fhade of the tamarind tree, where they were encouraged to play at games of hazard, 
and fing diverting fongs, to keep up their fpirits ; for though fome of them fuftained 
the hardfhips of their fituation with amazing fortitude, the greater part were very 
much deje&ed, and would fit all day in a fort of fallen melancholy, with their eyes 
fixed upon the ground. In the evening, their irons were examined, and their hand- 
fetters put on ; after which they were conducted into two large huts, where they 
were guarded during the night by Karfa’s domeftic flaves. But notwithftanding all 
this, about a week after their arrival, one of the flaves had the addrefs to procure a 
fmall knife, with which he opened the rings of his fetters, cut the rope, and made 
his efcape : more of them would probably have got off, had they affifted each other ; 
but the Have no fooner found himfelf at liberty, than he refufed to flop and aflift in 
breaking the chain which was fattened round the necks of his companions. 

As all the flatees and flaves belonging to the coffle were now aflembled, either at 
Kamalia, or fome of the neighbouring villages, it might have been expe&ed that we 
fhould have fet out immediately for Gambia ; but though the day of our departure 
was frequently fixed, it was always found expedient to change it Some of the people 
had not prepared their dry provisions; others had gone to vifit their relations, or colled 
fome trifling debts; and, laft of all, it was neceffary to confult whether the day 
would be a lucky one. On account of one of thefe, or other fuch caufes, our 
departure was put off, day after day, until the month of February was far advanced} 
after which all the flatees agreed to remain in their prefent 'quarters, until the fajt- 
moon was over. And here I may remark, that lofs of time is an -objeft of no great 
importance in the eyes of a Negro. If he has any thing of confequence to perform, 
it is a matter of indifference to him whether he does it to-day or to-morrow, or a 
month or two hence : fo long as he can fpend the prefent moment with any degree of 
comfort, he gives himfelf very little concern about the future. 
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The faft of Rhamadan was obferved with great ftri&nefs, by all the bulhreens; but, 
inftead of compelling me to follow their example, as the Moors did on a fimilar 
occafion, Ear fa frankly told me that I was at liberty to purfue my own inclination. 
In order, however, to manifeft a refped for their religious opinions, I voluntarily 
failed three days, which was thought fufficient to fcreen me from the reproachful 
epithet of kafir. During the fall, all the flatees belonging to the coffle affembled 
every morning in Karfa’s houfe, where the fchoolmafter read to them fome religious 
leffons, from a large folio volume, the author of which was ah Arab, of the name of 
Sheiffa. In the evening, fuch of the women as had embraced Mahomedanifm affembled, 
and faid their prayers publicly at the Mifura. They were all dreffed in white, and 
went through the different proftrations, prefcribed by their religion, with becoming 
folemnity. Indeed, during the whole faft of Rhamadan, the Negroes behaved 
themfelves with the greateft meeknefs and humility ; forming a ftriking contrail to 
the favage intolerance and brutal bigotry, which at this period chara&erife the Moors. 

When the firft month was altnoft at an end, the Bulhreens affembled at the 
Mifura, to watch for the appearance of the new moon j but the evening being rather 
cloudy, they were for fome time difappointed, and a number of them had gone 
home with a refolution to faft another day, when on a hidden this delightful objed 
fliowed her fharp horns from behind a cloud, and was welcomed with the clapping 
of hands, beating of drums, firing mulkets, and other marks of rejoicing. As this 
moon is reckoned extremely lucky, Karfa gave orders that all the people belonging 
to the coffle lhould immediately pack up their dry provifions, and hold themfelves in 
readinefs; and on the 16th of April, the Slatees held a confultation, and fixed on the 
19th of the fame month, as the day on which the coffle lhould depart from Kamalia. 
This refolution freed me from much uneafinefs ; for our departure had already been 
fo long deferred, that I was apprehenfive it might Hill be put off until the commence- 
ment of the rainy feafon ; and although Karfa behaved towards, me with the greateft 
kindnefs, I found, my fituation very unpleafant. The flatees were unfriendly to 
me ; and the trading Moors, who were at this time at Kamalia, continued to plot 
mifchief againft me, from. the firft day of their arrival. Under thefe circumftances, 

I refle&ed, that my life in a great meafure depended on the good opinion of an 
individual, who was daily hearing malicious Itories concerning the Europeans ; and 
Lcould hardly expert that he would always judge with impartiality between me and 
his countrymen. Time had, indeed, reconciled me, in fome degree, to their mode 
- of life and a fmoky hut, or a fcanty fupper, gave me no great uneafinefs ; but I 
became at laft wearied out with a conftant Hate of alarm and anxiety, and felt a 
painful longing for the manifold bleffmgs of civilized fociety. 

On the morning of the 1 7th, a ’circumltance occurred, which wrought a confider- 
able change in my favour. The three trading Moors who had lodged under Karla’s 
protection, ever ^ fince their arrival at Kamalia, and had gained the elteem of 
all the bulhreens, by an appearance of great fanctity, Suddenly packed up their 
effe&s, and, without once thanking Karfa for his kindnefs towards them, marched 
over the hills to Bala. Every one was aftonilhed at this unexpected removal ; but 
die affair was cleared.. up in the evening, by the arrival of the Fezzan merchant from 
Kancaba (mentioned in p. 894.7 ; who affured Karfa, that thefe Moors had bor- 
rowed all .their fait and goods from him, and had fent for him to come to Kamalia, 
and receive .payment. When he was told that they had fled to the weftward, he 
wiped a tear from each eye with the fleeve of his cloak, and exclaimed, “ Thefe Jh'tr- 
** rukas (robbers) are Mahomedans, but they are not men ; they have robbed me of 

e< two 



PARK*S TRAVELS IN* AFRICA. . s 97 

“ two hundred minkallies.” From this merchant, I received information of the capture 
of our Mediterranean convoy by the French, in October 1 795. 

April 19th. The long wifhed-for day of our departure was at length arrived : 
and the flatees, having taken the irons from their flaves, afiembled with them at the 
door of Karfa’s houfe, where the bundles were all tied up, and every one had his 
load affigned him. The coffle, on its departure from Kamalia, confifted of twenty- 
feven flaves for fale, the property of Karfa and four other flatees ; but we were after- 
wards joined by five at Maraboo, and three at Bala ; making in all thirty-five flaves. 
The free men were fourteen in number, but mcft of them had one or two wives 
and fome domeftic flaves, and the fchoolmafter, who was now upon his return for 
Woradoo, the place of his nativity, took with him eight of his fcholars, fo that the 
number of free people and domeftic flaves amounted to thirty-eight, and the whole 
amount of the coffle was feventy-three. Among the freemen were fix Jilli keas 
(flinging men), whofe mufical talents were frequently exerted, either to divert our fa- 
tigue, or obtain us a welcome from ftrangers. When we departed from Kamalia, we 
were followed for about half a mile by molt of the inhabitants of the town, fome of 
them crying, and others lhaking hands with their relations, who were now about to leave 
them ; and when we had gained a piece of riling ground, from which we had a view 
of Kamalia, all the people belonging to the coffle were ordered to fit down in one place, 
with their faces towards the weft, and the towns-people were defired to fit down in another 
place, with their faces towards Kamalia. In this lituation, the fchoolmafter, with two of 
the principal flatees, having taken their places between the two parries, pronounced a long 
and folemn prayer ; after which, they walked three times round the coffle, making an im- 
preffion in the ground with the ends of their fpears, and muttering fomething by way 
of charm. When this ceremony was ended, all the people belonging to the coffle 
fprang up, and without taking a formal farewell of their friends, fet forwards. As 
many of the flaves had remained for years in irons, the fudden exertion of walk- 
ing quick, with heavy loads upon their heads, occafioned fpafmodic contractions 
of their legs, and we had not proceeded above a mile, before it was found neceflary 
to take two of them from the rope, and allow them to walk more flowly until we 
reached Maraboo, a walled village, where fome people were waiting to join the coffle. 
Here we ftopt about two hours, to allow the ftrangers time, to pack up their pro- 
vifions, and then continued our rout to Bala, which town we reached about four in 
the afternoon. The inhabitants of Bala, at this feafon of the year, fubfift chiefly on 
fifli, which they take in great plenty from the ftreams in the neighbourhood. We re- 
mained here until the afternoon of the next day, the 20th, when we proceeded to Wo- 
rumbang, the frontier village of Manding, towards Jallonkadoo. As we propofed 
fhortly to enter the Jallonka Wildernefs, the people of this village furnilhed us with 
great plenty of provifions; and on the morning of the 21ft we entered the woods 
to the weftward of Worumbang. After having travelled fome little way, a confulta- 
rion was held, whether we fliould continue our route through the Wildernefs, or 
lave one day’s provifions by going to Kinytakooro, a town in Jallonkadoo. After de- 
bating the matter for fome rime, it was agreed that we fhould take the road for 
Kinytakooro ; but as that town was a long day’s journey diftant, it was neceflary to 
take fome refrefhment. Accordingly every perfon opened his ,provifion-bag, and 
brought a handful or two of meal, to the place where Karfa and the flatees were fit- 
ting. When every one had brought his quota, and the whole was properly arranged 
in fmall gourd Ihells, the fchoolmafter offered up a fhort prayer ; the fubftance of which 
was, that God and the holy Prophet might preferveus from robbers and all bad people, 
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that our provifions might never fail us, nor our limbs become fatigued. This ceremony 
being ended, every one partook of the meal, and drank a little water ; after which we 
fet forward (rather running than walking), until we came to the river Kokoro, a 
branch of the Senegal, where we halted about ten minutes. The banks of this river 
are very high, and from the grafs and brufhwood which had been left by the ftream, 
it was evident that at this place the water had rifen more than twenty feet perpendicu- 
lar, during the rainy feafon. At this time it was only a fmall ftream fuch as would 
turn a mill, fwarming with filh ; and on account of the number of crocodiles, and the 
danger of being carried paft the ford by the force of the ftream in the rainy fea- 
fon, it is called Kokoro (dangerous). From this place we continued to travel with the 
greateft expedition, and in the afternoon crofted two fmall branches of the Kokoro. 
About funfet we came in fight of Kinytakooro, a confiderable town, nearly fquare, 
fltuated in the middle of a large and well cultivated plain : before we entered the 
town, we halted, until the people who had fallen behind, came up. During this day's 
travel, two Haves, a woman and a girl belonging to a flatee of Bala, were fo much 
fatigued that they could not keep up with the come ; they were feverely whipped, and 
dragged along until about three o'clock in the afternoon, when they were both affedted 
with vomiting, by which it was difcovered that they had eaten clay. This pra&ice is 
by no means uncommon amongft the Negroes ; but whether it arifes from a vitiated 
appetite, or from a fettled intention to deftroy themfelves, I cannot affirm. They were 
permitted to lie down in the woods, and three people remained with them until they 
had refted themfelves ; but they did not arrive at the town until paft midnight ; and 
were then fo much exhaufted, that the flatee gave up all thoughts of taking them acrofs 
the woods in their prefent condition, and determined to return with them to Bala, and 
wait for another opportunity. 

As this was the firft town beyond the limits of Handing, greater etiquette than 
ufual was obferved. Every perfon was ordered to keep in his proper ftation, and 
wemarched towards the town, in a fort of proceflion, nearly as follows : — In front, five 
or fix finging men, all of them belonging to the coffle ; thefe were followed by the 
other free people ; then came the flaves faftened in the ufual way by a rope round 
their necks, four of them to a rope, and a man with a fpear between each four ; after 
them came the domeftic flaves, and in the rear the women of free condition, wives of 
the flatees, &c. In this manner we proceeded until we came within a hundred 
yards of the gate, when the finging men began a loud fong, well calculated to flatter 
the. vanity of the . inhabitants, by extolling their known hofpitality to ftrangers, and 
their particular friendlhip for the Mandingoes. "When we entered the town, we pro- 
ceeded to the bentang, where the people gathered round us to hear our dentegi (hif- 
tory ) ; this was related publicly by two of the finging men ; they enumerated every 
little circumftance which had happened to the coffle ; beginning with the events of 
the prefent day, and relating every thing, in a backward feries, until they reached Ka- 
malia. When this hiftory was ended, the mafter of the town gave them a fmall pre- 
fent > and all the people of the coffle, both free and enflaved, were invited by fome per- 
fon or other, and accommodated with lodging and provifions for tfie night. 
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CHAP. XL — The Coffle crcjfes the Jallonka Wildernefs. — ■ Miferable Fate of me of 
the female Slaves ; — arrives at Sosfeeta ; proceeds to Manna. — Some Account 
cf the Jallonkas. — - Crcjfes the main Stream of the Senegal. — Bridge of a jingular 
Conjlrudtion. — Arrives at Malaeotta. — Remarkable Conduct of the King of the 
Jalofs. 

WE continued at Kinytakooro until noon of the 2 2d of April, when we removed to a 
village about feven miles to the weftward ; the inhabitants of which being apprehen- 
live of hoftilities from the foulahs of Fooladoo, were at this time employed in con- 
ftrucHng fmall temporary huts among the rocks, on the fide of a high hill clofe to the 
village. The fituation was almoft impregnable, being every where furrounded with 
high precipices, except on^the eaftern fide, where the natives had left a pathway 
fufficient to allow one perfon at a time to afcend. Upon the brow of the hill, imme- 
diately over this path, I obferved feveral heaps of large loofe ftones, which the people 
told me were intended to be thrown down upon the foulahs, if they fhould attempt 
the hill. 

At day-break, on the 23d, we departed from this village, and entered the Jallonka 
wildernefs. We paffed, in the courfe of the morning, the ruins of two fmall towns, 
which had lately been burnt by the foulahs. The fire muft have been very intenfe ; 
for I obferved that the walls of many of the huts were flightly vitrified, and appeared 
at a diftance as if covered with a red varnifli. About ten o’clock we rarpp to the 
river Wonda, which is fomewhat larger than the river Kokoro ; but the ftream was 
at this time rather muddy, which Karla affured me was occafioned by amazing 
fhoals of fifh. They were indeed feen in all dire&ions, and in fuch abundance, that 
I fancied the water itfelf rafted and fmelt fifhy. As foon as we had crofted the river, 
Karfa gave orders that all the people of the coffle fhould in future keep clofe together, 
and travel in their proper ftation ; the guides and young men were accordingly 
placed in the van, the women and Saves in the centre, and the freemen in the rear. 
In this order, we travelled with uncommon expedition through a woody, but beautiful 
country, interfperfed with a pleaiing variety of hill and dale, and abounding with par- 
tridges, guinea-fowls, and deer, until funfet ; when we arrived at a molt romantic 
ftream called Co-meiffang. My arms and neck having been expofed to the fun during 
the whole day, and irritated by the rubbing of my drefs in walking, were now very 
much inflamed and covered with blifters ; and I was happy to embrace the oppor- 
tunity, while the coffle refted on the bank of this river, to bathe myfelf in the ftream. 
This pra&ice, together with the cool of the evening, much diminifhed the inflamm a- 
tion. About three miles to the weftward of the Co-meiffang we halted in a thick 
wood, and kindled our fires for the night. We were all by this time very much 
fatigued ; having, as I judged, travelled this day thirty miles $ but no perfon was heard 
to complain. W hi 1 ft fupper was preparing, Karfa made one of the flaves break fom* 
branches from the trees for my bed. When we had finifhed our fupper of koufkousj 
moiftened with fome boiling water, and put ‘the flaves in irons, we all lay down to 
fleep ; but we were .frequently difturbed in the night by the howling of wild beafts ; 
and we found the fmall brown ants very troublefome. * 

April 24th. Before day-break the bufhreens faid their morning prayers, and moil 
ef the free people drank a little moening (a fort of gruel), part of which was ISbewife 
given to fuch of the flaves as appeared leaft able to fuftain the fatigues of the day. 
yol. xvi. 5 3 One 
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One of Karfa’s female Haves was very fulky, and when fome gruel was offered to her 
Ihe refufed to drink it. As foon as day dawned we fet out, and travelled the whole 
morning over a wild and rocky country, by which my feet were very much bruifed - 
and I was fadly apprehenfive that I ihould not be able to keep up with the collie during 
the day j but I was in a great meafure relieved from this anxiety, when I obferved 
that others were more exhaufted than myfelf. In particular the woman Have, who 
had refufed vi&uals in the morning, began now to lag behind, and complain dreadfully 
of pains in her legs. Her load was taken from her, and given to another Have, and 
Hie was ordered to keep in the front of the cofHe. About eleven o’clock, as we’ were 
refting by. a fmall rivulet, fome of the people difeovered a hive of bees in a hollow tree 
and they were proceeding to obtain the honey, when the largeflt fwarm I ever beheld’ 
flew out, and attacking the people of the cofile, made us fly in all dire&ions.- I 
took the alarm fir ft, and I believe was the only perfon who efcaped with impunity. 
When our enemies thought fit to deiift from purfuing us, and every perfon was 
employed in picking out the ftings he had received, it was difeovered that the poor 
woman abovementioned, whofe name was Nealee, was not come up ; and as many of 
the Haves in their retreat had left their bundles behind them, it became neceffary 
for fome perfons to return, and bring them. In order to do this with fafety, fire was 
fet to the grafs, a considerable way to the eaftward of the hive, and the wind driving 
the fire furioufly along, the party pufhed through the fmoke, and recovered the 
bundles. They likewife brought with them poor Nealee, whom they found lying by 
the rivulet. She was very much exhaufted, and had crept to the ftreaui in hopes to 
defend herfelf from the bees by throwing water over her body, but this proved 
ineffe&ual ; for jfhe was ftung in the moft dreadful manner. 

When the ilatees had picked cut the ftings as far 'as they could, ihe was wafhed 
with water, and then rubbed with bruifed leaves ; but the wretched woman obfti- 
nately refufed to proceed any farther ; declaring that ihe would rather die than walk 
another ftep. As entreaties and threats were ufed in vain, the whip was at length 
applied : and after bearing patiently a few ftrokes, Ihe ftarted up, and walked with 
tolerable expedition for four or five hours longer, when fhe made an attempt to run 
away from the cofile, but was fo very weak, that fhe fell down in the grafs. Though 
Ihe was unable to rife, the whip was a fecond time applied, but without efifca : upon 
which Karra defired two of the flatees to place her upon the afs which carried our 
dry provisions ; but Ihe could not fit ereft; and the afs being very refradtory, it was 
found impoffible to carry her forward in that manner. The flatees however were 
unwilling to abandon her, the day’s journey being nearly ended : they therefore made 
a iort or litter of bamboo canes, upon which ihe was placed, and tied on it with flips of 
bark.: this litter was earned upon the heads of two flaves, one walking before the other, 
and they were followed by two others, who relieved them occafionally. In this manner 
the woman was earned forward until it was dark, when we reached aftream of water, 
at he foot of a high hill called Gankaran-Kooro ; and here we ftopt for the night 
and fet about preparing our fupper. As we had eat only one handful of meal fmee 
the preceding night, and travelled all day in a hot fun, many of the flaves, who had 
loads upon their heads, were very much fatigued: and fome of them fnapt their 
Mere, which among the Negroes is a fure fign of defperation. The flatees imme- 
diately put them all m irons ; and fuch of them as had evinced figns of great defpon- 
dency, were .kept apart from the reft, and had their hands tied. In the morning they 
Ware found greatly recovered. • . s tne " 

April 
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April 25th. At day-break poor Nealee was awakened ; but her limbs were now 
become fo ftiff and painful, that flie could neither walk nor Hand ; {he was therefore 
lifted, like a corpfe, upon the back of the afs ; and the flatees endeavoured to fecure 
her in that fituation, by fattening her hands together under the afs’s neck and her feet 
under the belly, with Song flips of bark ; but the afs was fo very unruly that no fort of 
treatment could induce him to proceed with his load ; and as Nealee made no exertion 
to prevent herfelf from falling, ffie was quickly thrown off, and had one of her legs 
much bruifed. Every attempt to carry her forward being thus found ineffectual, the 
general cry of the come was, kang-tegi, kang-tegi, te cut her throat, cut her throat j” 
an operation I did not wifli to fee performed, and therefore marched onwards with 
the foremoft of the coffle. I had not walked above a mile when one of Karfa’s domeftic 
flayes came up to me, with poor Nealee’s garment upon the end of his bow, and ex- 
claimed Nealee affieeleeta (Nealee is loft). I afked him whether the flatees had given 
him the garment as a reward for cutting her throat $ he replied, that Karfa and 
the fchoolmafter would not confent to that meafure, but had left her on the 
road, where undoubtedly {he foon perifbed, and was probably devoured by wild 
beafts. 

The fad fate of this wretched woman, notwithftanding the outcry before men- 
tioned, made a ftrong impreflion on the minds of the whole coffle, and the fchool- 
mafter fafted the whole of the enfuing day, in confequence of it. We proceeded in 
deep lilence, and foon afterward croffed the river Furkoomah, which was about as 
large as the river Wonda. We now travelled with great expedition, every one being 
apprehenfive he might otherwife meet with the fate of poor Nealee. It was how- 
ever with great difficulty that I could keep up, although I threw away my fpear, and 
every thing that could in the leaft obftruQ me. About noon we faw a large herd of 
elephants, but they fuffered us to pafs unmolefted, and in the evening we halted near a 
thicket of bamboo, but found no water $ fo that we were forced to proceed four miles 
farther, to a fmall ftream, where we ftopt for the night. We had marched this day, as 
I judged, about twenty-fix miles. 

April 26th. This morning two of the fchoolmafter’s pupils complained much of 
pains in their legs, and one of the flaves walked lame, the foies of his feet being very 
much bliftered and inflamed ; we proceeded, notwithftanding, and about eleven o’clock 
began to attend a rocky hill called Boki-Kooro, and it was paft two in the afternoon 
before we reached the level ground on the other fide. This was the moft rocky road 
we had yet encountered, and it hurt our feet much. In a ffiort time we arrived at a 
pretty large river called Boki, which we forded : it ran fmooth and clear, over a bed 
of whinftone. About a mile to the weftward of the river, we came to a road which 
leads to the north-eaft towards Gadou, and feeing the marks of many horfes’ feet upon 
thefoftfand, the flatees conje&ured that a party of plunderers had lately rode that 
way, to fall upon feme town of Gadou ; and left they fhould dittover, upon their 
return, that we had paffed, and attempt to purfue us by the marks of our feet, the coffle 
was ordered to difperfe, and travel in a loofe manner through the high grafs and bufhes. 
A little before it was dark, having croffed the ridge of hills to the weftward of the 
river Boki, we tame to a well called cullong qui (white fand well), and here we retted 
for the night. 

April 27th. We departed from the well early in the morning, and walked on, with 
the-greateft alacrity, in hopes of reaching a town before night. The road, during the 
forenoon, led through extenfive thickets of dry bamboos. About two o’clock we came 
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to a ftream called Nunkolo, where we were each of us regaled with a handful of meal, 
which, according to a fuperftitious cuftom, was not to be eaten until it was firlt moiftened 
with wetter from this ftream. About four o’clock we reached Soofeeta, a ftnall 
Jallonka village, iituated in the diftrict of Kullo, which comprehends all that trad of 
country lying along the banks of the Black river, or main branch of the Senegal. 
Thefe were the firft human habitations we had feen fince we left the village to the weft- 
ward of Kinytakooro ; having travelled in the courfe of the, laft five days upwards of 
one hundred miles. Here, after a great, deal of entreaty, we were provided with 
huts to fleep in ; but the mafter of the village plainly told us that he could not give 
us any provifions, as there had lately been a great, fcarcity in this part of the country. 
He allured us, that before they had gathered in their prefent crops, the whole inhabitants 
of Kullo had been for twenty-nine, days without tailing corn ; during' which time, they 
fupported themfelves entirely upon the yellow powder which is found in the pods of 
the nitta, fo called by the natives, a fpecies of mimofa ; and upon the feeds of the 
bambo& cane, which when properly pounded and dreffed, tafte very much like rice. 
As our dry provifions were not yet exhaufted, a confiderable quantity of koulkous was 
dreffed for fupper, and many of the villagers were invited to take part of the repaft ; 
but they made a very bad return for this kindnefs ; for in the night they feized upon 
one of the fchoolmafter’s boys, who had fallen afleep under the Bentang tree, and 
carried him away. The boy fortunately awoke before he was far from the village, and 
fetting up a loud fcream, the man who carried him, put his hand upon his mouth, and 
ran with him into the woods : but afterward underftanding that he belonged to the 
fchoolmafter, whofe place of refidence is only three days journey diftant, he thought, 
I fuppofe, that he could not retain him as a Have without the fchoolmafter’s knowledge ; 
and therefore ftripped off the boy’s clothes and permitted him to return. 

April 28th. Early in the morning we departed from Soofeeta, and about ten o’clock 
came to an unwalled town called Manna ; the inhabitants of which were employed in 
collecting the fruit of the nitta trees, which are very numerous in this neighbourhood. 
The pods are long and narrow, and contain a few black feeds enveloped in the fine 
mealy powder before mentioned the meal itfelf is of a bright yellow colour refem- 
bling the flour of fulphur, and has a fweet mucilaginous tafte: when eaten by itfelf it 
is clammy, but when mixed with milk or water, it conftitutes a very pleafant and nou- 
rifliing article of diet. 

The language of the people of Manna is the fame that is fpoken of all over that ex- 
tenfive and hilly country called Jallonkadoo. Some of the words hive a great affinity 
to the Mandingo, but the natives themfelves confider it as a diftiaCl language : their 
numerals are thefe, 


One 

Kidding . 

Two 

Fidd'tng. 

Three 

— — Sarra. 

Four 

— — • • Nani. 

Five 

Sock. 

Six 

Sent. 

Seven 

Soolo ma Jidding. 

Eight 

Soolo ma farra. 

Nine 

Soolo ma nani. 

Ten 

> Nuff. 


The 



park’s TRAVELS IN’ AFRICA. 9^3 

The Jallonkas, like the Mandingoes, are governed by a number of petty chiefs, who 
are, in a great meafure, independent of each other ; they have no common fovereign ; 
and the chiefs are feldom upon fuch terms of friend fhip as to affift each other, even in 
war time. The chief of Manna, with a number of his people, accompanied us to 
the banks of the Bafing, or Black River (a principal branch of the Senegal), which we 
croffed upon a bridge of bamboos, of a very Angular conft ruction. The river at this 
place is fmooth and deep, and has very little current. Two tall trees, when tied to- 
gether by the tops, are fiifficiently long to reach from one fide to the other ; the roots 
refling upon the rocks, and the tops floating in the water. When a few trees have 
been placed in this direction, they are covered with dry bamboos, fo as to form a float- 
ing bridge, with a Hoping gangway at each end, where the trees reft upon the rocks. 
This bridge is carried away every year by the fwelling of the river in the rainy feafon, 
and is conftantlv rebuilt by the inhabitants of Manna, who, on that account, expect a 
fmall tribute from ev ery paffenger. 

In the afternoon we paffed feveral villages, at none of which could we procure a 
lodging; and in the twilight we received information that two hundred Jallonkas had 
affembled near a town called Melo, with a view to plunder the coffle. This induced us 
to alter our courfe, and we travelled with great fecrecy until midnight, when we ap- 
proached a town called Koba. Before we entered the town, the names of all the 
people belonging to the coffle were called over, and a freeman and three Haves were 
found to be miffing. Every perfon immediately concluded that the Haves had mur- 
dered the freeman, and made their efcape. It was therefore agreed that fix people 
fhould go back as far as the laft village, and endeavour to find his body, or colle£l 
fome information concerning the Haves. In the mean time the coffle was ordered to 
lie concealed in a cotton field near a large nitta tree, and nobody to fpeak except 
in a whifper. It was towards morning before the fix men returned, having heard 
nothing of the man or the Haves. As none of us had tailed victuals for the laft twenty- 
four hours, it was agreed that we fhould go into Koba, and endeavour to procure fome 
provifions. We accordingly entered the town before it was quite day, and Karla pur- 
chafed from the chief man, for three firings of beads, a confiderable quantity of ground 
nuts, which we roafted and eat for breakfaft ; we were afterwards provided with huts, 
and refted here for the day. 

About eleven o’clock, to our great joy and furprife, the freeman and Haves, who 
had parted from the coffle the preceding night, entered the town. One of the Haves, 
it feems, had hurt his foot, and the night being very dark, they foon loft fight of the. 
coffle. The freeman, as foon as he found himfelf alone with the Haves, was aware of 
his own danger, and infifted on putting them in irons. The Haves were at firft rather 
unwilling to fubmit, but when he threatened to flab them one by one with his fpear, 
they made no further refiftance ; and he remained with them among the bufhes until 
morning, when he let them out of irons, and came to the town in hopes of hearing 
which route the coffle had taken. The information that we received concerning the 
Jallonkas, who intended to rob the coffle, was this day confirmed, and we were forced to 
remain here until the afternoon of the 30th : when Karfa hired a number of people to 
protect us, and we proceeded to a village called Tinkingtang. . Departing from this 
village on the day following, we croffed a high ridge of mountains to the weft of the 
Black River, and travelled over a rough ftony country until fiinfet, when we arrived 
at Lingicotta, a finall village in the diftrift of Woradoo. Here we-fhook out the laft 
handful of meal from our dry provifion bags ; this being the fecond day (fince we 
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croffed tie Black River) that we had travelled from morning until night without tailing 
one morfel of food. 

May ad. We departed from Lingicotta ; but the flaves being very much fatigued, 
we halted for the night at a village about nine miles to the well ward, and procured 
fome provilions through the interell of the fchoolmaller, who now fent forward a 
meffenger to Malacotta, his native town, to inform his friends of his arrival in the 
country, and to defire them to provide the neceffary quantity of vi&uals to entertain 
the cofile for two or three days. 

May 3d. We fet out for Malacotta, and about noon arrived at a village, near a con- 
fiderable ftreamt of water which flows to the well ward ; here we determined to Hop 
for the return of the melfenger which had been fet to Malacotta the day before ; and 
as the natives affured me that there were no crocodiles in this ftream, I went and bathed 
myfelf. Very few people here can fwim ; for they came in numbers to diffuade me 
from venturing into a pool, where they faid the water would come over my head. 
About two o’clock the meffenger returned from Malacotta ; and the fchoolmafter’s 
elder brother being impatient to fee him, came along with the meffenger to meet him 
at this village. The interview between the two brothers, who had not ieen each other 
for nine years, was very natural and affecting. They fell upon each other’s neck, 
and it was fome time before either of them could fpeak. At length, when the 
fchoolmaller had a little recovered himfelf, he took his brother by the hand, and 
turning round, “ This is the man,” (faid he, pointing to Karfa) “ who has been my 
“ father in Mandingj I would have pointed him out fooner to you, but my heart was 
ec too full.” 

We reacted Malacotta in the evening, where we were well received. This is an 
unwalled town ; the huts for the moll part are made of fplit cane, twifted into a fort 
of wicker-work, and plallered over with mud. Here we remained three days, and 
were each day prefented with a bullock from the fchoolmaller ; we were likewife well 
entertained by the townfpeople, who appear to be very a dive and induftrious. They 
make very good foap, by boiling ground nuts in water and then adding a ley of 
wood alhes. They likewife manufadure excellent iron, which they carry to Bondou 
to barter for fait. A party of the townfpeople had lately returned from, a trading 
expedition of this kind, and brought information concerning a war between Almami 
Abdulkader King of Foota Torra, and Darnel King of the Jaloflfs. The events of 
this war foon became a favourite fubjedt with the flinging men, and the common 
topic of converfation in all the kingdoms bordering upon the Senegal and Gambia ; 
and as the account is fomewhat Angular, I lhall here abridge it fpr the reader’s informa- 
tion. The King of Foota Torra, inflamed with a zeal for propagating his religion, had 
fent anembaffy toDamel. The atnbaffador,on the occafion, was accompanied by two of 
the principal bulhreens, who carried each a large knife, fixed on the top of a long pole. 
As foon as he had procured admillion into the prefence of Darnel, and announced the 
pleafure of his fovereign, he ordered the bulhreens to prefent the emblems of his million. 
The two knives were accordingly laid before Darnel, and the ambaffador explained him- 
felf as follows : “ With this knife, (faid he) Abdulkader will condefcend to {have the 
“ head of Darnel, if Darnel will embrace the Mahomedan faith ; and with this other 
“ knife, Abdulkader will cut the throat of Darnel, if Darnel refufes to embrace it: — 
w take your choice.” Darnel coolly told the ambaffador thathe had no choice to make: 
he neither chpfe to have his head lhaved, nor his throat cut; and with this anfwer the 
ambaffador was civilly difmiffed.. Abdulkader took his meafures accordingly, and 
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with a powerful army invaded Darnel’s country. The inhabitants of the towbs and 
villages filled up their wells, deftroyed their provifions, carried off their effecls, and 
abandoned their dwellings, as he approached. By this means he was led on from 
place to place, until he had advanced three days jcurney into the countrv of the 
Jalofis. He had, indeed, met with no oppofition; but his army had' fuffered fo 
much from the fcardty of water, that feveral of his men had died by the way. This 
induced him to direct his march towards a watering place in the woods, where his 
men, having quenched their thirft, and being overcome with fatigue, lay down care- 
lefsly to fleep among the bufhes. In this fituation they were attacked by Darnel before 
daybreak, and completely routed. Many of them were trampled to death as they lay 
afleep, by the Jaloff horfes ; others were killed in attempting to make their efcape ; 
and a ftill greater number were taken prifoners. Among the latter, was Abdulkader 
himfelf. This ambitious or rather frantic prince, who, but a month before had fent 
the threatening meffage to Darnel, was now himfelf led into his prefence, a miferable 
captive. The behaviour of Darnel on this occafion is never mentioned by the ringing 
men but in terms of the higheft approbation} and it was indeed fo extraordinary in 
an African prince, that the reader may find it difficult to give credit to the recital. 
When his royal prifoner was brought before him in irons, and thrown upon the 
ground, the magnanimous Darnel, inftead of fetting his foot upon his neck, and 
ftabbing him with his fpear, according to cuftom in fuch cafes, addreffed him as fol- 
lows : “ Abdulkader, anfwer me this queftion. If the chance of war had placed me 
“ in your fituation, and you in mine, how would you have treated me?” “ I would 
“ have thrnft my fpear into your heart,” returned Abdulkader with great firamefs j 
“ and I know that a fimilar fate awaits me.” “ Not fo,” faid Darnel } “ my fpear is 
“ indeed red with the blood of your fubje&s killed in battle, and I could now give it 
“ it a deeper ftain, by dipping it in your own ; but this would not build up my towns, 
“ nor bring to life the thoufands who fell in the woods. I will not therefore kill you 
“ in cold blood, but I will retain you as my Have, until I perceive that your prefence 
“ in your own kingdom will be no longer dangerous to your neighbours } and then 
“ I will confider of the proper way of difpofmg of you.” Abdulkader was accord- 
ingly retained, and worked as a Have for three months; at the end of which period 
Darnel liftened to the folicitations of the inhabitants of Foota Torra, and reftored to 
them their king. Strange as this ftory may appear, I have no doubt of the truth of 
it : it was told me at Malacotta by the Negroes ; it was afterwards related to me by 
the Europeans on the Gambia ; by fome of the French at Goree ; and confirmed 
by nine ilaves who were taken prifoners along with Abdulkader, by the watering 
place in the woods, and carried in the fame fhip with me to the Weft Indies. 


CHAP. XII . — The Caravan proceeds io Konkadoo , and croffes the Fakme River 
its Arrival at Baniferik , Kirwant , and Tambacunda. — Incidents on the Road. — A 
Matrimonial Cafe . — The Caravan proceeds through many Towns and Villages, and 
arrives at length on the Banks of the Gambia ; pajfes through Medina , the Capital 
of Woclli ; and finally fiops at Jindey. — The Author , accompanied by Karfa , pro- 
ceeds to P if ana. — Various Occurrences previous to his Departure from Africa. 

ON the 7th of May we departed from Malacotta, and having crofled the Ba Jee t 
Honey river,” a branch of the Senegal, we arrived in the evening at a walled town* 

called 
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called Bintingala ; where we reded two days. From thence, in one day more, we 
proceeded to Dindikoo, a (mail town fituated at the bottom of a high ridge of hills 
from which this diftrift is named Konkadoo, « the country of mountains.” Thefe hills 
are very produ&ive of gold. I wasfhewn a fmall quantity of this metal, which had 
been lately colle&ed: the grains were about the ufual fize, but much flatter than thofe 
of Manding, and were found in white quartz, which had been broken to pieces by ham- 
mers. At this town I met with a Negro, whofe hair and, (kin were of a dull white 
colour. He was of that fort which are called in the Spanifli Weft Indies Albinos, or 
White Negroes. The (kin is cadaverous and unfightly, and the natives confidered this 
Complexion (I believe truly) as the effect of difeafe. 

May nth,. At daybreak we departed from Dindikoo, and. after a toilfome day’s 
travel, arrived in the evening at Satadoo, the capital of a diftridt of the fame name. 
This town was formerly of confiderable extent; but many families had left it in 
confequence of the predatory incurfions of the foulahs of Foota Jalla, who made 
it apra&ice to come fecretly through the woods, and carry off people from the corn- 
fields, and even from the wells near the town. In the afternoon of the iflth, we 
croffed the Falemc river, the fame which I had formerly croffed at Bondou in my 
journey eaftward. This river, at this feafon of the year, is eafxly forded at this 
place, the ftream being only about two feet deep. The water is very pure* and flows 
rapidly over a bed of fand and gravel. We lodged for the night at a fmall village 
called Medina, the foie property of a Mandingo merchant, who, by a long inter- 
courfe with Europeans, has been induced to adopt fome of their cuftoms. His viduals 
were ferved up in pewter difhes, and even his houfes were built after the fafhion of the 
Englifh houfes on the Gambia. 

May 13th. In the morning, as we were preparing to depart, a coffle of (laves be- 
longing to fome Serawoolli traders, croffed the river, and agreed to proceed with us 
fo Baniferile, the capital of Dentila ; a very long day’s journey from this place. We 
accordingly fet out together, and travelled with great expedition through the woods 
until noon ; when one of the Serawoolli (laves dropt the load from his head, for 
which he was fmartly whipped. The load was replaced ; but he had not proceeded 
above a mile before he let it fall a fecond time, for which he received the fame punilh- 
ment. After this he travelled in great pain until about two o’clock, when we ftopt to 
breathe a little, by a pool of water, the day being remarkably hot. The poor (lave was 
now fo completely exhaufted that his mailer was obliged to releafe him from the rope, 
for he lay motionlefs on the ground. A Serawoolli therefore undertook to remain 
with him, and endeavour to bring him to the town during the cool of the night ;in the 
meanwhile we continued our route, and after a very hard day's travel, arrived at 
Baniferile late in the evening. 

One of our (latees was a native of this place, from which he had been abfent three 
years. This man invited me to go with him to his houfe ; at the gate of which his 
friends met him, with many expreflions of joy : (baking hands with him, embracing 
him, and finging and dancing before him. As foon as he had feated himfelf upon a 
mat, by the threlhold of his door, a young woman (his intended bride) brought a little 
water in a calabalh, and kneeling down before him, defired him to walh his hands; 
when he had done this, the girl, with a tear of joy fparkling in her eyes, drank the 
water ; this being confidered the greateft proof (he could give him of her fidelity and 
attachment. About eight o’clock the fame evening, the Serawoolli, who had been left 
rat die woods to take care of the fatigued Have, returned and told us that he was. dead ; 
ihegcneral opinion* however, was that he himfelf had killed him, or left him to perilh 
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on the road ; for the Serawoollies are faid to be infinitely more cruel in their treat- 
ment of flaves than the Mandingoes. We remained at Baniferile two days, in order to 
purchafe native iron. Shea-butter, and fome other articles for fale on the Gambia ; and 
here the flatee, who had invited me to his houfe, and who poffeffed three Haves, part 
of the coffle, having obtained information that the price on the ccaft was very low, 
determined to feparate from us, and remain with his Caves, where he was, until an 
opportunity fhould offer of difpofing of them to advantage ; giving us to underftand 
that he fhould complete his nuptials with the young woman before mentioned, in the 
mean time. 

May 1 6th. We departed from Baniferile, and travelled through thick woods 
until noon, when we faw at a diftance, the town of Julifunda, but did not approach 
it j as we propofed to reft for the night at a large town called Eirwani, which we 
reached about four o’clock in the afternoon. This town Hands in a valley, and 
the country, for more than a mile round it, is cleared of wood and well cultivated. 
The inhabitants appear to be very a dive and induftrious, and feetn to have carried the 
fyftem of agriculture to fome degree of perfe&ion ; for they colled the dung of their 
cattle into large heaps during the dry feafon, for the purpofe of manuring their 
land with it at the proper time. I faw nothing like this in any other part of 
Africa. Near the town are feveral fmelting furnaces, from which the natives obtain 
very good iron. They afterwards hammer the metal into fmall bars, about a foot in 
length, and two inches in breadth, one of which bars is fuffirient to make two Man- 
dingo com hoes. On the morning after our arrival, we were vifited by a flatee of this 
place, who informed Karfa, that among fome Haves he had lately purchafed, was a 
native of Foota Jalla ; and as that country was at no great diftance, he could not 
fafely employ him in the labours of the field, left he fhould effed his efcape. The 
flatee was therefore defirous of exchanging this Have for one of Karfa’s, and offered 
fome cloth and Shea-butter, to induce Karfa to comply with the propofal, which 
was accepted. The flatee thereupon fent a boy to order the Have in queftion to bring 
him a few ground nuts. The poor creature foon afterwards entered the court in which 
we were fitting, having no fufpicion of what was negociating, until the mafter caufed 
the gate to be fhut, and told him to fit down. The Have now faw his danger, and 
perceiving the gate to be fhut upon him, threw down the nuts, and jumped over the 
fence. He was immediately purfued and overtaken by the flatees, who brought him 
back, and fecured him in irons, after which one of Karfa’s flaves was releafed and 
delivered in exchange. The unfortunate captive was at firft very much deje£ted, 
but in the courfe of a few days his melancholy gradually fubfided ; and he became at 
length as cheerful as any of his companions. 

Departing from Kirwani on the morning of the 20th, we entered the Tenda wilder- 
nefs of two days jo nmey. The woods were very thick, and the country fhelved towards 
the fouth-weft. About ten o’clock we met a coffle of twenty-fix people, and feven 
loaded affes, returning from the Gambia. Moft of the men were armed with mufkets, 
and had broad belts of fcarlet cloth over their fhoulders, and European hats upon 
their heads. They informed us that there was very little demand for flaves on the 
coaft, as no veffel had arrived for fome months paft. On hearing this, the Sera- 
woollies, who had travelled with us from the Falame river, feparated themfelves and 
their flaves from the coffle. They had not, they faid, the means of maintaining their 
flaves in Gambia, until a veffel fhould arrive } and were unwilling to fell them to 
difadvantage ; they therefore departed to the northward for Kajaaga. We continued 
ote route through the Wildernefs, and travelled all day through a rugged country, 
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covered with extenfive thickets of bamboo. At funfet, to our great joy, we arrived at 
a pool of water near a large tabba tree, whence the place is called Tabba-gee, and 
here we refted a few hours. The water at this feafon of the year is by no means plen- 
tiful in thefe woods ; and as the days were infufferabiy hot, Karfa propofed to travel, 
in the night. Accordingly, about eleven o’clock, the flaves were taken out of their 
irons, and the. people of the cofile received orders to keep clofe together; as well to 
prevent the flaves from attempting to efcape, as on account of the wild beafts. We 
travelled with great alacrity until day -break, when it was difcovered that a free woman 
had parted from the coffle in the night: her name was called until the woods 
refonnded ; but no anfwer being given, we conjectured that fhe had either miftaken 
the road, or that a lion had feized her unperceived. At length it was agreed that 
four people fhould go back a few miles to a fmall rivulet, where fome of the coffle had 
ftopt to drink, as we palled it in the night ; and that the coffle fhould wait for 
their return. The fun was about an hour high before the people came back with the 
woman, whom they found lying faft aileep by the ftream.' We now refumed our 
journey, and about eleven o’clock reached a walled town called Tambacunda, where 
we were well received. Here we remained four days, on account of a palaver which 
was held on the following occafion : Modi Lemma, one of the flatees belonging to the 
coffle, had formerly married a woman of this town, who had borne him two children; 
he afterwards went to Manding, and remained there eight years, without fending 
any account of himfelf, during all that time, to his deferted wife ; who, feeing no 
profped of his return, at the end of three years, had married another man, to whom 
fhe had likewife borne two children. Lemma now claimed his wife ; but the fecond 
hufband refufed to deliver her up ; infilling that by the laws of Africa, when a man. 
has been three years abfent from his wife, without giving her notice of his being alive, 
the woman is at liberty to marry again. After all the circumltances had been fully 
iaveftigated in an aflembly of the chief men, it was determined that the wife fhould 
make her choice, and be at liberty either to return to the firft hufband, or continue 
with the fecond, as fhe alone Ihould think proper. Favourable as this determination, 
was to the lady, fhe found it a difficult matter to make up her mind, and requefted 
time for conlideration : but I think I could perceive that jirjl love would carry the 
day. Lemina was indeed fomewhat older than his rival, but he was alfo much richer. 
What weight this tircumllance had in the fcale of his wife’s affections, I pretend not 
to fay. 

On the morning of the 26 th, as we departed, from Tambacunda, Karfa obferved 
to me that there were no Shea trees farther to the weftward than this town. I had col- 
lected and brought with me from Manding the leaves and flowers of this tree ; but they 
werefo greatly br.uifed on the road that I thought it belt to gather another fpecimen 
at this place. The appearance of the fruit evidently places the Shea tree in the natural 
order of fafota, and it has fome refemblance to the mudhuca tree, described by 
Lieutenant Charles Hamilton in the Afiatic Refearches, Vol. I. page 300. About one, 
o’clock we reached Sibikillin, a walled village, but the inhabitants having the cha- 
racter of inhofpitality towards ftrangers, and of being much addided to theft, we 
did not think proper to enter the gate. We relied a fhort time under a tree, and then 
continued our. route until it was dark, when we halted for the night by a fmall ftream 
running towards the Gambia. Next day the road led over a wild and rocky country, 
every where riling into hills, and abounding with monkies and wild beafts. In the 
rivulets among thehills, we found plenty of filh. This was a very hard day’s journey, 
walk was not until funfet that we reached the village of Koomboo, near to which are 
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the ruins of a large town formerly deftroyed by wa& The inhabitants of Koomboo, like 
thofe of Sibikillin, havefo bad a reputation, that angers feldom lodge in the village} 
we accordingly refted for the night in the fields, here we erected temporary huts for 
our protection, there being great appearance of in. 

May 28th. We departed from Koomboo, a^flept at a Foulah town about feven 
miles to the weftwird } from which on the dayftlowing having croffed a confider- 
able branch of the Gambia, called Neola Kob we reached a well inhabited part of 
the country. Here are feveral towns within ;ht of each other, collectively called 
Tenda, but each is diftinguilhed alfo by its fticular name. We lodged at' one of 
them called Koba Tenda, where we remained ie day following, in order to procure 
provifions for our fupport in croffing the SinAni woods. On the 30th we reached 
Jalacotta } a confiderable town, but much >efted by Foulah banditti, who come 
through the woods from Bonaou, and fteal e* y thing they can lay their hands on. A 
few days before our arrival, they had ftolen cnty head of catde, and cn the day fol- 
lowing made a fecond attempt ; but were bein off, and one of them taken prifoner. 
Here, one of the Haves belonging to the 3 >ffle, who had travelled with great diffi- 
culty for the laft three days, was found u - pie to proceed any farther : his mailer 
(a finging man) propofed therefore to excnge him for a young girl, belonging to 
one of the townfpeople. The poor girl <§ ignorant of her fate, until the bundles 
were all tied up in the morning, and the cofif ready to depart ; when, coming with fome 
other young women to fee the coffle fet /<t, her mailer took her by the hand, and 
delivered her to the finging man. Never vs a face of ferenity more fuddenly changed 
into one of the deepeft diftrefs : the terrorfte manifefted on having the load put upon 
her head, and the rope faftened round hdneck, and the forrow with which file bade 
adieu to her companions, were truly affe&ig. About nine o’clock, we croffed a large 
plain covered with ciboa trees (a fpecies # palm), and came to the river Nerico, a 
branch of the Gambia. This was but afmall river at this time, but in the rainy 
feafon it is often dangerous to travellers, 5 As foon as we had croffed this river, the 
finging men began to vociferate a part ular fong, expreffive of their joy at having 
got fafe into the weft country, or, as th ( y expreffed it, the land of the fettingfun. The 
country was found to be very level, an the foil a mixture of clay and fend. In the 
afternoon it rained hard, and we hadtrecourfe to the common Negro umbrella, a 
large ciboa leaf, which being placed ipon the head, completely defends the whole 
body from the rain. We lodged forthe night under the lhade of a large tabba tree, 
near the ruins of a village. On themoraing following, we croffed a ftream called 
Noulico, and about two o’clock, to ay infinite joy, I law myfelf once more on the 
banks of the Gambia, which at this place being deep and fmooth is navigable; but 
the people told me that a little lowerdown the ftream is fo lhallow that the coffle fre- 
quently crofs it on foot. On the .outh fide of- the river oppofite to this place, is a 
large plain of clayey ground, calledFoombi Toorila. It is a fort of mofafs, in which 
people.are frequently loft, it being nore than a day’s journey acrofs it. |In the after- 
noon we met a man and two wonen, with bundles of cotton cloth upoh their heads. 
They were going, they faid, for Deuila, to purchafe iron, there being a great fcarcity 
of that article on the Gambia, i little before it was dark, we arrived\at a village 
in the kingdom of Woolli, callet Seefukunda. Near this village therb are great 
plenty of nitta trees, and the ila r es m palling along had collected large launches of 
the fruit ; but fuch was the fuperUtion of the inhabitants, that they would Aot permit 
any of the fruit to be brought ino the village. They had been told, thefuMd, that 
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fome cataftrophe would happen to tlplace when people lived upon nittas, and negleded 

June ad. We departed from. See&unda, and paffed a number of villages, at none 
of which was the coffie permitted.*) flop, although we were all very much fa- 
tigued: it was four o’clock in the af cioon before we reached Biraconda, where we 
relied one day. Departing from Ba ‘onda on the morning of the 4th, we reached 
in a few hours Medina, the capital 5. the King of Woollils dominions, from whom 
I had received an hofpitable recept'^ in the beginning of December 1795, in 
my journey ealtward. I immediatel enquired concerning the health of my good 
old benefactor, and learnt with grea-toncern that he was dangeroully ill. As 
Karfa would not allow the coffie to r>p, I could not prefent my refpeds to the 
King in perfon ; but I fent him word, r the officer to whom we paid culloms, that 
his prayers for my fafety had not beerunavailing. We continued our route until 
funfet, when we lodged at a fmall vilhe a little to the weltward of Kootakunda, 
and on the day following arrived at Jinjy ; where, eighteen months before, I had 
parted from my friend Dr. Laidley; a interval, during which I had not be- 
held the face of a Chriftian, nor onceheard the delightful found of my native 
language. 

Being now arrived within a fhort diftanc of Pifania, from whence my journey origi- 
nally commenced, and learning that my >iend Karfa was not likely to meet with 
an immediate opportunity of felling his }ves on the Gambia ; it occurred to me- 
to fuggeft to him that he would find it foriis interefl to leave them at Jindey, until 
a market Ihould offer. Karfa agreed withne in this opinion ; and hired, from the 
chief man of the. town, huts for their accormodation, and a piece of land on which 
to employ them, in railing corn, and other jrovilions for their maintenance. With 
regard tohimfelf, he declared that he woul not quit me until my departure from 
Africa. We fet out accordingly, Karfa., myff, and one of the Foulahs belonging to 
the coffie, early on the morning of the 9th ; t although I was now approaching the 
end of my tedious, and toilfome journey, aneexp-.rited in another day to meet with 
countrymen and friends, I could not part, for tu Lift :ime, with my unfortunate fellow- 
travellers, doomed, as I knew motl of them to )s, to a life of captivity and flavery, in 
a foreign land, without great emotion. Durhj a wearifome peregrination of more 
than five hundred British miles, expofed to th burring rays of a tropical fun, thefe 
poor Haves, amidft their own infinitely greatetfufferings would qommiferate mine , 
and frequently, of their own accord) bring wa:r to quench my third, and at night 
colled branches and leaves to prepare me a bee in the wildernefs. We parted with 
reciprocal expreffions of regret and benedi&io. My good withes and prayers 
were all I could bellow upon them ; and it affo.led me fome confolation to be told, 
that they were fenfible I had no more to give. 

My anxiety'to get forward admitting of no dela; on the road, we reached Tenda- 
cunda in the evening, and where hofpitably receive* at the houfe of an aged black fe- 
male called Seniora Camilla, a perfon who had retied ;.iahy, years at the Englith fac- 
tory, and fpeke our language. I was known to hr before I had left the Gambia, at 
thecutfet of cay journey ; but my drefsand figure wee now fo different from the ufual 
appearance cf an European, that the was very excutble in raiftaking me for a Moor. 
When I told her my name and country, the furvey-J me with great aftonithment, 
andfeemed unwilling to give credit to the tefti.nony !,?r fenfes. She affured me 
that none jf the traders on the Gambia ever expel?. 1 to fee me again ; having 
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